


Tdng ba xd, tdng nhitng ngudi ban, nhitng ngudi yéu cdc tdc phdm cta Agatha Christie.
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P3 gan nira dém, mot dém thang Mudi Mot budt gid, swong mu pht khap noi trén con
duong qué phia nam x& Wales, khong xa vinh Bristol. T xa xa, choc choc vang lai tiéng
coi hu bdo swong tu dong. Pau do con nghe thay tiéng ché sta hay tiéng chim dn dém goi
nhau. Ven con dudng vang ndy, vén chi nhinh hon mét 16i di, cting c¢é vai ngdi nha,
nhung cdch nhau tdi nita dam. Tai mot khic quanh tdm t6i nhat cé mot ngdi nha ba
tang xinh dep, nhin ra duong t phia bén kia khoanh vion kha rong. Cling chinh tai chd
dé, ltic ndy cé mot chiéc xe bi mac ket banh trwdc vao rdnh bén duwdng. Ngudi 14i xe sau
vailan co ting ga, dAnh bd cudc, tat may.

MOt hai phat sau, ngudi tai xé ra khoi xe, dong sap cra xe lai sau lung. Ong ta dang
ngwoi dam, téc vang sim, khoang ba muoi nham tudi, mic mot bo vét ni, 40 mua sAm
mau, dau ddi mil. Tay cAm dén soi dwdng, dng ta can trong budc qua dam cd vé phia ngdi
nha, thinh thodng dirng budc quan sat mét tién lich 13m ctia ngdi nha thiét ké theo
phong cach thé ky 18. Ngbi nha nay khong hé c6 mdt anh dén, ké ca khi 6ng ta da téi bén
ctra hudng ra phia vu'on. Quay ngu'di nhin lai bai c6 va con dudng phia sau, ngudi dan
6ng budc han téi bén cira, 14y tay xoa kinh rdi nhin vio trong. Khong thé nhin thay gi, 6ng
ta gb 1én ctra. Chd khong thay tiéng dap tra, 6ng ta gd manh hon. bén khi thay gd mai
cling khong cé ich gi, nguwdi dan dng vin tay ndm. Canh cia ngay 1ap titc mad ra, 6ng ta
buwdc vao trong can phong toi.

Khi d3 vao trong, 6ng ta dirng lai roi nghe ngéng xem coé tiéng ddng hay ai dang dén
hay khong, sau d6 ndi to, “Xin chao, cé ai ¢ nha khong?”. Ly dén soi xung quanh can
phong, 6ng ta thay dé 1a mot thw phong kha tién nghi, trén twong cé kha nhiéu sach, va
& gitta phong c6 mot nguwoi dan 6ng trung nién dang ngdi trén xe 1an, mat hwdng ra clra
thong ra vuon, trén gdi con cé mot tAm khan. Ngwoi dan 6ng nay cé vé nhu da ngua say.
“Xin chao,” nguwoi tai x€ noi. “Téi khoéng cd y dinh dudng dot thé nay. Co diéu ngoai kia
swong mu day qua, toi bi ddm xudng ranh. Gid toi cling chang biét dang & dau nita. Ay
chét, tdi quén ddng ctra, xin 16i.” Ngwdi 1ai xe ¢t 1&m bam ndi xin 16i khi quay trd ra clta,
déng lai, kéo manh. “Chac tdi r& nhAm chd & dau d4,” 6ng ta giai thich. “T6i ¢ 14i vong
vong ca gid dong ho roi.”

Khong thay tiéng tra 18, 6ng ta hoi khi budc dén chd ngudi ngdi xe lan, “Ong ngh diy
4?” van khong thdy dong tinh gi, nguoi dan ong lién 18y deén soi vao mit ngudi ngoi xe,
bat ng¥ khung lai. Ngudi ngdi trén xe mat khong md, cling khong cr dong gi. Ngudi
khach khdng moi lién cti xudng, day nhe vao vai dé danh thiic, 1ap titc ngudi ngdi xe guc
xudng. “Chua dil” nguwdi khach kéu that thanh. Sau khi ¢d ging tran tinh dé quyét dinh
phai lAm gi tiép, dng ta soi dén quanh phong, tim thiy cong tic canh mot canh ca phia
dau bén kia phong, budc t&i dé dé bat dén 1én.



bén ban sang 1én, ngudi khach cling dat den ctia minh 1én ban, réi budc vong quanh,
cham chu quan sat ngudi ngodi trén xe 1an. Thay cé mot cai cta nita, canh do cling cd
cong tac, ngwdi khach di téi bat 1én, thay dén trén hai cai ban bé tri khéo 1éo quanh chiéc
xe 1an sang 1én. Ngwoi khach vira budc mot budc vé phia chiéc xe 1an thi gidt minh kinh
hai khi nhan ra c6 md ngudi dan ba xinh dep, téc vang nhat, tudi chac ba muoi, mic vay
da tiéc mau hop véi do khoac bén ngoai, dang ditng ¢ dau kia phong canh gid sach. Hai
tay nguoi dan ba dudng nhu budng thong hai bén. Ba ta khong ndi, cling khong ¢t dong
gi c3. C6 vé nhu ba ta cling khong thé nita. Hai nguwdi nhin nhau cham cham trong yén
lang mot vai gidy roi ngudi khach cat tiéng ndi, “Ong ay - dng ay chét roi.”

Duong nhu hoan toan vé cadm, ngwdi dan ba tra 101, “pting vay.”

“Ba da biét roi uw?” ngwoi khach hoi.

“Pa biét.”

Can trong budc tdi bén xac ngudi trén xe 13n, nguwdi khach ndi, “Ong dy bi ban. Ban vao
dau. Ai-?”

Nguwoi khach khong ndi dit cau vi thay ngudi phu nit ti tir dua tay phai 1én tir phia
sau cac nép gip clia vay. Tay ba ta cAm mot khau sung luc. Nguwdi khach hit mot hai that
sau. Chi dén khi thay rang ngudi phu nit kia khong de doa gi minh, 6ng ta budc dén roi
nhe nhang 14y khiu sting ra khoi tay ba ta. “Ba ban dng dy a?” ngwdi khach hai.

“Phai,” ngudi phu nit tra 10i sau mot thoang ngap ngirng.

Ngudi khach bude 1ui lai, dit khau sing 1én ban canh chiéc xe 13n. Ong ta dng nhin
x4c chét mot lic roi quan sat can phong.

“pién thoai & dang kia,” nguwdi phu nit néi, hat dau vé phia chiéc ban.

“Pién thoai?” ngudi khach hai lai, cé vé nhw ngac nhién.

“Néu 6ng mudn bdo canh sat,” ngudi phu nit ndi tiép, van bang vé vo cam tir ndy gid.

Nguwdi khach cham chd nhin ba ta, hinh nhw khdng hiéu noi, réi néi, “Sém hay mudn
vai phut thi cfing c6 khac gi dau. Cdnh sat mo qua duwgec ddm swong mu dén day cling
mat nhiéu cong day. Toi con cd diéu mudn biét thém - “ Ong ta dirng 101, nhin cai xac.
“Ong ta 13 ai?”

“La chong toi,” ngudi phu nit ddp. MOt lic ba ndi tiép, “Tén 6ng ay 1a Richard Warwick.
Con toi la Laura Warwick.”

Ngudi khach mat van khong roi nguoi phu nit. “Ra vay,” dng ta ldm bam. “C6 1& ba
muodn... ngdi xuong?”

Laura Warwick di chuyén tir tlt, cé vé nhu khong vitng, tdi mot chiée trudng ky. Ngudi
khach nhin quanh roi néi, “Hay tdi kiém cai gi cho ba... udéng cai gi nhé? chic ba dang bi
soc.”

“Vi ban chong tdi u?” Giong ba ta diy mia mai.

P3 14y duoc su binh tinh can thiét, ngwoi khach dap tra ngwoi phu ni, “T6i cé nghi
nhw vay. Chang 1& 1ai 1a vui hay duia sao?”



“La vui dua that day,” Laura Warwick vira lanh lung dap vira ngdi xuéng ghé. Nguoi
khach cau mau, khdong hiéu rd cAu ndi. “Nhung... tdi cAn udng gi d4,” ba ta ndi tiép.

Ngudi khach bé mi, quang 1én mot cai ghé banh réi 1y mot chai rdu manh trén gia
canh ban, gan xe ldn, rét ra coc dua cho ba chd nha. Ba ta udng, réi nguwdi khach néi. “Gio
thi dén ldc ba ndi dau dudi su viéc dugc roi.”

Laura Warwick nhin ong ta tran troi, “Sao 6ng con chuwa goi canh sat tgi?”

“con thoi gian ma. C& ndi chuyén mot lic cling cé sao dau chu?” Ong ta cdi gang tay,
nhét vao trong tui 4o khodc, cdi khuy do khoac ngoai.

Laura Warwick dd ddnh mat thé thugng phong, “T6i khong...” Ba ta dirng roi ndi tiép,
“Ong la ai? Sao dng lai c6 mat ¢ day luc nay?”

ROi cfing chang cho ngudi khach cd thdi gian tra 15, ba ta tiép tuc noéi, giong gid d3 gan
nhu quat, “vVi chia, 6ng la ai néi ngay di.”
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“Chuyén thé nay,” ngudi khach vira néi vira vo dau, nhin quanh phong nhw thé chwa biét
bat dau nhu thé no. “Tén tdi 1a Michael Starkwedder. Tén kh4 la, toi biét.” Ong ta con
danh van chi? cai tén cho ba cht nha r8. “Toi 1a k§ su, lam viéc cho mot cong ty lién
doanh Anh - Iran, mdi vé nudc sau nhiém ky & Vinh Ba Tw.” Ong ta dirng 161, vé nhu dang
nhd lai viing Trung Pong, hodc gid nhu dang nghi xem nén ndi cu thé, chi tiét téi mitc
nao, réi nhun vai, “Téi mdi dén x& Wales nay may ngay thoi, thdm thi may noi chon cd.
Pang ngoai nha tdi xuit than tir vitng ndy, nén t6i dinh mua mot ngdi nha nhé & day.”

Ong ta lac dau, mim cuwdi. “Phai dén hai tiéng - cd khi ba tiéng 4y - tdi c1 1ai xe long
vong vi lac duwong, cudi cung lai ddm xuodng ranh. Nhiéu swong mu qua. T6i thay cd cdnh
cong, md mam vao duogc dén nha nay, hy vong muwon dugc dién thoai hodc néu may thi
duoc cho ngtt nhd qua dém. Tdi van th tay ndm c®a ra vudn thi thay khong khoa, thé
nén toi di vao. Roi phat hién ra...” Ong ta ra dau vé phia cdi xe 1an vdi cai xac guc trén do.

Laura Warwick nhin 6ng ta, mat van hoan toan vo cam. “Ong cé g5 ctra - gd vai lan,” ba
1Am bam.

“Phai, c6 gd. Nhung khong cé ai tra 10i.”

Laura th@ that sdu, “Khong, t6i khong tra 10i.” Tiéng ba ta gan nhuw thi tham.

Starkwedder quan sat nit cht nha that ki dé hiéu ba ta dinh ndi gi. Ong ta budc vé
phia cai xac trén xe 1an, roi quay lai ndi v4i nguwdi phu nit trén trudng Ky, cd tim cach sao
cho ba ta ndi thém, “Nhu tdi da ndi ltc ndy, téi cé van thit tay nam, thay c¥a khong khda
nén toi vao.”

Laura nhin cham chip vao cdc rwgu, néi ma nhu trich 18, “ ‘Clra m& 14 ngudi la vao
nha.” Ba ta khé ring minh. “Hoi bé t6i ludn so chuyén dé, ‘Khach khdong mdi.” Ngang dau
1én nhin ngudi khach la, ba ta ndi ting chit 18 rang, “Ma sao 6ng van chua goi canh sat
cho xong di?”

Starkwedder tdi bén cai xac trén xe lan. “voi gi,” 6ng ta néi. “bé 1at nita di. Ba ndi toi
biét tai sao lai ban dng dy dwgc khong?”

Giong Laura 1ap tdc trd lai sat d4 khi tra 101, “Toi ¢é thé néi may 1y do tuyét vdi. Ong ta
nghién rwgu chang han. Ong ta 13 con siu rugu. Ong ta cling doc ac nita. Khong thé chiu
dugc. Toi cAm ghét 6ng ta nhidu ndm roi.” Bat gip dnh mat sic lanh cta Starkwedder, ba
ta noi vé gian dit, “O, thé 6ng mudn t6i phai ndi sao?”

“Ba cdm ghét Ong ta nhiéu nam nay roi u?” Starwedder duong nhw néi cho chinh
minh nghe, trAm ngdm nhin xac chét. “Nhung dén dém nay thi cd chuyén... chuyén dac
biét ding khong?” 6ng ta hoi.

“Ong ndi ddng 1am,” Laura tra 1i. “Tdi nay cé chuyén da xay ra. Thé 13 toi... téi vd 14y
khau sting & trén ban canh dng ta, roi... roi tdi ban. Thé théi” B ta khong gidu sy mat
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kién nhan khi liéc nhin Starkwedder, “Ma néi ra c¢é dugc loi ich gi ch? bang nao ong
cling goi dién bao canh sat. Chang con 18i thodt ndo nita.” Giong ba ta nhoé han di khi lap
lai, “Chang con dau.”

Stardwedder nhin ngwdi phu ni ngdi bén kia phong, “cling khong don gidn nhu ba
nghi dau.”

“C6 gi ma khong don gidn ch?” Laura hoi, giong da rat maéi mét.

Starkwedder dén bén, ndi chdm va rd rang, “Piéu ba c giuc gid tdi lam that ra cling
khong dé.” Ong ta ndi tiép, “Ba that 1a dep, rat hap dan.”

Laura ngudc 1én, nhin thang vao ngudi khach, “Nhu thé cé gi khac dau ch?”

Starkwedder tra 101, trong tiéng ndi con cé diéu gi d6 nhu vui mirng, “Vé ly thuyét thi
duong nhién 1a khong réi. Nhung trén thuc té thila ¢d.” Ong ta mang 4o khodc téi dat 1én
chiéc ghé banh, quay lai nhin xudng xac Richarch Warwick.

“0, dng dinh ndi chuyén hiép ngft,” Laura nhan xét vdi vé thd o.

“Cling cd thé goi 1a to md,” Starkwedder dap. “T6i mudn hiéu rd chuyén nay.”

Laura suy nghi gidy lat roi ndi, “Thi t6i cling da ndi hét roi.”

Starkwedder chAm cham budc quanh cai xe 1an va cai xac, cd vé rat thich thd. “Ba mdi
chi ndi ra s kién ma thoi,” 6ng ta ndi. “Chi toan su kién thoi.”

“TOi cling noi cd ddng co roi,” Laura dap. “Cha con gi nita dau. Ma tai sao 6ng lai tin 161
t6i ndi chw? Toi ¢ thé bia chuyén ra ma. Ong chi nghe dwgc cd mot phia 1a tir t6i ma
thoi, rang Richard 12 ké nghién rwgu, doc 4c va rang ong ta 1am tdi kho sé... va rang toi
cam ghét ong ta.”

“TOi tin nhitng 10i ba ndi dd, tdi nghi vay,” Starkwedder ndi. “vVdi lai cling c6 mot so
bang chitng vé nhitng diéu d4.” Bwdc tdi ghé, ngudi khach nhin xudng Laura, “Tuy nhién
cling co diéu can lam 18, ding khong. Ba noi 1a ba cam ghét 6ng ta 1au roi. Thé sao khong
b6 dng ta di? Nhu vay thi chang dé dang hon hay sao cht!”

Laura ngap ngirng roi dap, “Toi - toi khong co tién riéng.”

“Thua ba,” Starkwedder ndi, “néu ba chitng minh dugc ong ta ddc ac, nghién ngip va
nhitng chuyén khac thi ba cé thé ly di - hodc ly than - va s& dwgc hudng tién trg cap hay
may khoan twong tw.” Ong ta dirng lai, ch® cau tra 10i.

Thay kho dap tra, Laura dung 1én, lung quay vé ngwoi khach, di téi ban va dat coc
xudng.

“Ba c6 con khong?” Starkwedder hoi.

“Khong - khong, on Chuda,” Laura dap.

“Thé thi tai sao khong bd 6ng ta di?”

BOi r0i, Laura quay lai d6i mat vdi vi khach. “A...”, cudi cung cling dap lai, “a, 6ng thay
day - gio' thi toi dugc thira ké tién.”

“Khong c¢d chuyén dé dau,” Starkwedder ndi luon. “Luat phdp khong cho phép ba
hwdng loi tir toi 4c ba gay ra.” Budc tdi mot bude, 6ng ta ndi hoi, “Hay ba nghila...?” Ong ta



ngap ngirng roi ndi tiép, “Ba nghi gi trong dau thé?”

Laura ndi, “T6i khdng hiéu 6ng mudn noi gi.”

“Ba dau phai la nguwdi kho dai,” Starkwedder vira ndi vira nhin ngu'oi phu nit. “Ngay ca
khi dwoc thira ké thi cfing co ich gi dau khi ba bi tu chung than.” Tha minh ngbi thoai
mai trén chiéc ghé banh, 6ng ta ndi thém, “Gia s tdi vira réi khong dén day gd cira thi
thé ndo nhi? Ba tinh lam gi?”

“Co gi khac dau?”

“C4 thé 1a khong - nhwng thuc tdi mudn biét. Ba dinh dé cau chuyén dién ra thé nao
néu toéi khong dudng dot xuat hién réi bat qua tang thé nay? Ba dinh néi d6 13 tai nan?
Hay la tu'sat?”

“T6i khong biét nita,” Laura thot 1én, giong cung quan. Quay mit khong nhin
Starkwedder, ba ta noéi, “Khong biét nira. T6i khong co thoi gian suy nghi.”

Ngudi khach dong v, “bung 1a khong cé... T6i cho rang day khdng phai viéc ba chu v
gay ra. Chac do bdt phat ma thdi. T6i nghi chic do chéng ba ndéi didu g dd, cé dung
chang?”

“Co khac gi dau,” Laura noi.

“Ong ta ndi gi ba?” Starkwedder gang hoi. “N6i gi thé?”

Laura nhin nguoi khach tran trdi, “Chuyén do toi sé khong noi cho ai hét.”

Starkwedder budc dén bén ghé, ngdi xudng canh ngudi phu nit, “&’'tda, ngudi ta sé bat
ba phai ndira.”

Nét mat nguwdi phu nit danh lai, “T6i sé khong ndi. Ho khong ép duoc dau.”

“Nhung luat su ctia ba can dugc biét,” Starkwedder twa vao ghé va nhin ba ta cham
chd. “Chuyén dd cé thé 1am moi thit thay doi.”

Laura quay lai d6i mat ngudi khach, “Ong khong hiéu uw? Khong hiéu u? Toi hét hy
vong roi. TOi da san sang cho diéu toi té nhat.”

“Sao ca? Chivi toi tinh c& di qua canh cva d6 a2 Néu t6i khong...”

“Nhung dng da vao roi,” Laura ngat 15i.

“Khong sai,” ngudi khac ndi. “va do dé ba chap nhan. Ba nghi thé phai khong?”

Ba ta khong tra 16i. “Nay,” ngudi khach vira néi vira dua ba ta mot diéu thudc, roi tu
chdm cho minh mot diéu. “Gi¢ quay lai qua kh® mot chit nhé. Ba cam ghét chong lau
roi, dén tdi nay thi éng ta di qua giéi han. Ba chdp 14y khiu sing nam canh...” Ong ta
dirng néi, cham cham nhin khiu sting trén ban. “Tai sao dng ta lai ngdi day, dit sting bén
canh thé nhi? Chuyén nay khong giong binh thuong.”

“A cdi d6,” Laura noi, “1a dé 6ng ta ban Il meéo.”

Starkwedder kinh hai héi lai, “Meo?”

“TOi thay 1a phai gidi thich thém cho 6ng mot chut,” Laura ha giong.
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Starkwedder nhin ngudi chtt nha mot cach khé hiéu. “Sao cg?” dng ta hoi.

Laura, hit mdt hoi that su, roi nhin thang vé phia trudc, tra 18i. “Richard truwdc 13 thg
san gidi 1am,” ba ta ndi. “Nhd thé ma chiing tdi gip nhau - & Kenya. Ong 4y ldc dd khac
1am, hodc c6 thé 12 chi thé hién nhitng mat tot, con mit xau thi gidu di. Ong ay cé nhidu
tinh t6t 1am. Hao phéng va diing cam. Rit diing cam. Ong 4y ciing hdp dan phu ni nita.”

Ba ta dot nhién nguwéc 1én, dwong nhu mdi nhin thay Stardwedder théi. Vi khach dap
lai bang cdch chAm thudc cho ba ta, roi ngdi xudng. “Ba c tiép tuc.”

“G3p nhau mot thdi gian ngan thi chdng tdi cwdi,” Laura tiép. “Thé roéi hai nam sau,
ong Ay bi tai nan - bi su t& vo. Liic d6 may man gitip 6ng ay thoat chét, nhung tir d6 cling
bi khap khiéng, khong di lai dwge nhu trwde.” Ngudi phu nit nga lung ra sau, cd vé di thu
gidn hon nhiéu, con Starkwedder chuyén sang ngdi trén chiéc don doi dién.

Laura rit mot hoi thudc, tha hoi khoi bay nghi ngit. “Ngudi ta noi 1a khi gap kho thi
cai tot thudng phat huy. Nhung véi dng y thi lai khac. Chinh nhitng diém x4u mdi 13 cai
ngay cang ndi troi. Hon doi, budn b3, lién tuc udng rwgu. Ong dy khién moi ngudi trong
nha phat dién 1én - ching tdi ai cling c6 ma chiu vi - dng biét day - ngudi ta ai cling noi,
“TOi nghiép Richard gio' bi tan phé.’ L& ra ching tdi khéng nén cam chiu nhu vay, gio thi
tdi mdi ngd ra. Chung tdi cam chiu khién dng ay lai cang cdm thay khac biét véi moi
ngudi, khién 6ng ay thich lam gi thi 1dm ma khong phai chiu trach nhiém.”

Ba ta ditng day roi budc tdi ghé banh, bap diéu thudc vao cai gat tan. “Richard bao gid
cling thich san ban. Khdng cé gi thich bang. Thé nén khi ching toi tdi nha ndy song, c
khi dén toi, lic moi ngudi vé phong nga hét, 6ng ay thuwong ngdi day,” ba ta tro cai xe 1an,
“roi Angell - &, dng gidp viéc hay trg ly, 6ng thich goi thé nao thi goi - Angell mang ruwou
dén, mang ca mdt khau sung tdi, dat bén canh dng dy. Ong 4y mudn ca trong ra vudn
phai mé rong, ngdi dé nhin ra, chd dgi ddu hiéu tir mat mot con meéo hay con thé hoang
hay ché cling thé thoi. Dao nay cling khong cé nhiéu thé hoang nita dau. Bon né dang bi
dich ... u nhay thi phai ... chét nhiéu 1dm. Ong 4y ban rat nhidu meéo rdi.” Ba ta lai kéo
mot hoi dai. “Ong 4y ban ngdy ciing ban nita. Chim cling ban.”

“Hang xom khong cd vy kién gi hay sao?” Starkwedder hoi.

“DI nhién 13 cé ch®” Laura tra 10i khi quay lai sofa ngobi. “Chung t6i méi tdi day song
dwgc vai nam thoi. Trwde kia, ching t6i song & mién dong, Norkfork dy. ¢’ ddy Richard
ban may con vat nudi nha ngudi ta, bi phan nan nhidu 1am. Cling vi vAy ma ching toi
chuyén t&i day sdng. Chd nay, cai nha nay, kha héo lanh. Xung quanh chi cé mdt nha
hang xdm, cach cling vai dam. bugc céi la ¢ nhiéu choén, chim, méo hoang.”

Ba ta dirng mot lic, roi noi tiép. “Thuc ra luc ¢ Norfolk c6 mot ba dén nha chung toi
thu tién quyén gép td chitc lién hoan. Richard ban bén trai, ban bén phai ba ta ldc ba ta



dang trén dudng di ra 1am ba ta sg qua nhay quan 1én. Ong ay thi cuwdi Am 1én ltc ké lai.
TOi con nhé 6ng ay bao cii moéng ba 4y béo qua nén c nay qua nay lai. BA nay dén bao
canh sat, khién chuyén am ¥ ca 1én.”

“Tdi cd thé mudng tuwong dude,” Stardwedder dap khd khan.

“Nhung Richard van qua dwagc vu dé. Ong dy cé gidy phép st dung stng, roi cling cam
két véi canh sat 13 chi dung sing dé ban thd ma thdi. Ong Ay giai thich 13 ba cb
Butterfield tdi nghiép chac tudi gid hay lo 1ang nén tudng tuong ra 1a bi ban. Ong ay thé 1a
khong c6é chuyén dé. Richard ludn biét thuyét phuc ngudi khac nén cling khoéng gap trd
ngai khi lam cho canh sat tin.”

Starkwedder ding lén, budc tdi bén xac cta Richard Warwick, buong 16i nhan xét,
“Chong ba cé cai khiéu hai hudc quai dan nhi” Ong ta nhin xudng cai ban canh xe lan.
“Gid thi t6i hiéu y ba rdi,” 6ng ta ndi tiép. “Cé nghia 1a viéc dé sting bén ngudi 1a théi quén
budi toi réi. Nhung chic 13 6ng ta khong dinh ban gi dém nay dau, swong mu nhiéu thé
nay.”

“0, Iic nao ciing dé sting chd dd thdi,” Laura dap. “T6i nao ciing thé. C& nhu tré con
can do choi. C6 lic dng &y con ban 1én tuwdng dé vé hinh. chd kia, 6ng nhin ma xem.” Ba ta
chi cai ctra. “Chd bén trai dy, sau bitc réem.”

Starkwedder budc dén, vén tdm rém bén tradi 1én, l1am 16 ra mot hang vét dan trén
twdng. “Chua toi oi. Ong ta khac ca tén minh 1én day nay. ‘RW’, tao bang cac vét dan. Gidi
ddy ch” Tha rém xudng, 6ng ta quay lai chd Laura. “T6i thay Ong ta 1a tay sung rat c
day. That day. Chac séng véi con ngudi ndy cling dang s day.”

“Ban gidi,” Laura ddp mia mai. ROi ba ta buc bdi ding day, tién thang téi dng khach
khong moi. “Chang 1& ¢t phai néi mai vé may cai ndy 6ng mdi hai long hay sao? Nhu thé
cling chi 13 trl hodn diéu sp dén ma théi. Chang 18 6ng khong thay 12 6ng nén goi canh
sat sao? Ong khong c6 lwa chon nao khac. Ong goi canh sat sém Itic nao 13 tot lic dé cho
tdi. Hay Ong muodn toi goi? bung khong? Ciing dwoc thoi. Toi goi.”

Ba ta rao budc tdi chiéc dién thoai, nhuwng Starkwedder da kip ngin ba ta nhic 6ng ndi
1én. “C® ndi chuyén xong di d3,” ong ta noi.

“NOi tir ndy roi do6 thoi,” Laura dap. “Con gi nita ma noéi ch.”

“con dAy. TOi 1a ké ngdc, chac thé. Nhuwng tdi nghi 13 ta phai tim duoc 16i thodt ra.”

“L8i thoat u? Cho tdi 4?” Laura hoi, giong nhu khong tin noi.

“pung, cho ba.” Ong ta bwdc tranh ra vai bwdc réi quay lai, d6i mat vdi ba cht nha. “Ba
c6 d0 can ddm khong? Liéu ba cé thé néi dbi khi can... ndi d6i mdt cach thuyét phuc?”

Laura nhin 6ng ta trirng tring. “Ong dién roi.”

“c4 thé 1am,” Starkwedder néi.

BA ta 1ac d4u boi rdi. “Ong khong biét dng dang 1am gi r6i.”

“TOi biét rat rd tdi dang lam gi. T6i dang bién tdi thanh tong pham.”

“Sao lai thé? Tai sao?”



Starkwedder nhin nguwdi phu ni mot Iac roéi mdi dap. “bung, tai sao?” V4i giong tir ton,
ong ta néi tiép, “vi mot Iy do don gidn, tdi nghi vay, 1 ba 13 ngwoi phu nit hap dan, ma to6i
thi khong muon nghi dén viéc ba bi nhét trong tu sudt phan doi con lai. Toi thiy thé
cling ddng sg nhu viéc ba tri treo cd dén chét ma thdi. Tinh thé hién nay khdng sdng sua
chit ndo ddi v4i ba ca. chong ba 14 ngwdi tan phé. TAt cd nhitng bang chitng cé dugc vé
viéc ba bi khiéu khich déu 13 tir miéng ba ndi ra, ma chwa chic ba da mudn néi. Do dé,
chac ban bdi thadm sé& chang tha cho ba dau.”

Laura nhin Starkwedder mot lic 1au. “Ong dau c6 biét t6i. Nhitng diéu t6i vira ndi cling
c6 thé hoan toan 1a bia dit.”

“Cé thé chit,” Starkwedder vui vé néi. ‘C4 1& 1a toi 1a thang ngu nén mdi tin ba.”

Laura nhin di ché khac, ngdi xudng ghé, xay lung lai phia 6ng khach. Mat mot ldc, ca
hai déu khong ai néi gi. Sau d6 ba ta quay lai, &nh mat anh 1én tia hy vong, nhin vi khach
nhu cd didu mudn héi, rdi ngdp nglrng néi. “Tdi lam dwge. T6i cé thé ndi ddi néu budc
phaithé.”

“Tot,” Starkwedder khé cao giong. “Thé thi phai ndi that nhanh.” Ong ta budc tdi cai
ban canh xe 1an, lai gdy thu6c vao gat tan. “Ttr dau nhé. Trong nha nay cé nhitng ai? Ai
song ¢ day?”

Sau mot lic ngdp ngirng, Laura bat dau ndi, co hd nhw cai may. “Cé me ctia Richard.
Con cd Benny - cd Bennett, chiing téi quen goi la Benny - vira trong nom viéc nha vira 1a
thu ky. Trwdc 1am y ta. €O ay & day 1au roi, rat chuyén chu doéi vdi Richard. Con cé Angell.
Luc ndy toi cé nhac tdi roi thi phai. Ong ta nhu 1a hd 1y, trg ly dy. Ong ta néi chung 1a
cham séc cho Richard.”

“Trong nha c6 nguwdi gidp viéc ch?”

“Khong, ching t6i khong thué ngudi gidp viéc ca ngay ca dém, chi cé6 may ngudi ban
ngay tdilam. A... ma suyt nita quén. Con cé Jan nita ch.”

“Jan?” Starkwedder héi ngay. “Jan 1a ai?”

Laura nhin Starkwedder c6 vé nhu xau ho roi mdi tra 16 mot cach ngp ngirng. “La em
khac me cta Richard. C4u ta ... cdu ta song vdi chung t6i.”

Starkwedder buwdc dén bén canh nit chti nha. “Nodi rd rang di ndo. C6 diéu gi vé Jan ma
ba muon giju t6i ching?”

Sau mot chut lwdng Iy, Laura ndi, tinh than van canh giac cao do. “Jan hién lanh 1am.
Rt ddng mén. Nhuwng... nhung ciu ay khong... khong han gidng nhitng ngwdi khac. €6
thé ndila ciu Ay... cAu dy hoi chAm phat trién.”

“Ra vay,” Starkwedder 1am bam giong théng cAm. “Nhung ba quy ciu ta ding khdng?”

“Phai,” Laura thd nhan. “Phai... T6i rat quy ciu ta. Thé nén... thé nén tdi khong thé b
Richard ma di duwgc. Chi vi Jan. Ong biét khong, néu dé Richard quyét hét thi dng dy sé&
cho Jan vao trai, chd danh cho ngudi cd van dé vé than kinh.”

Starkwedder chAm chdm di vong quanh xe 1an, quan sat Richard Warwick, ra chiéu



suy tinh. Ong ta 1am bam, “Tdi hiéu rdi. Ong ta 14y chuyén dé de doa ba ding khdng? Néu
ba bd Ong ta thi dng ta sé cho cau bé vao trai?”

“pung thé,” Laura dap. “Néu t6i... néu tdi cd 1ong tin 13 t6i kiém dwge du tién nudi Jan
va ban than thi... nhwng t6i khong nghi 1a toi lam thé dwoc. V4i lai Richard 13 ngudi bao
ho hop phép cda ciu ay.”

“Richard cé doi x tot vdi nd khong?” Starkwedder hoi.

“Cling ¢ lac.”

“Nhitng lic khac thi sao?”

“Ong &y... Ong ay rat hay ndi tdi viéc dua Jan di,” Laura néi. “Ong ay ndi vdi Jan 13
‘Ngudi ta sé doi xr tot véi may, nhéc a. May sé duge chdm sdc tot. Chi Laura thi chic sé
dén tham may moi laAm mdt vai lan.’ Ong dy 1am Jan s¢ 1dm, cu xin, nin ni dén 13p bap
khong thanh 181. Thé r6i Richard nga lung ra sau cudi khodi chi. cuwdi nhidu 1am.”

“Hiéu r6i.” Starkwedder quan sat ki Laura. Sau mot chut suy nghi, dng ta lai néi, “Hiéu
10i.”

Laura vut ding day, dén bén chiéc ban canh ghé banh 1ay mot diéu thudc. “Ong khong
can phai tin 10i tdi ndi. Ong khong can tin 1am gi. Cling cd thé tdi dang bia chuyén, dng
nghivay day.”

“T6i da ndi vdi ba 13 t6i chap nhan rii ro dd. Gid thi ndi xem cai c6... cd gi nhi, Bennett
- Benny, 1a ngwoi thé nao? Thong minh? Sang da?”

“C6 3y c6 nang luc, dwoc viée,” Laura dap.

Starkwedder buing thuoc. “C6 diéu nay tdi vira nghi dén. Lam sao ma khong ai trong
nha nay nghe thy tiéng sing tdi hdm nay?”

“A, me cta Richard gia 1am roi, nghénh nging 1am,” Laura tra 10i. “Phong ctia Benny &
dau kia nha co. Chd ctia Angell cling biét 14p, cé cra boc ni nita. A, con Jan nita. N6 nga &
phong trén. Nhung né di ngdt sém, né ngd say lam.”

“Thé thi that 13 may man,” Starkwedder nhan xét.

Laura 10 vé ban khoan. “Cu thé y 6ng 12 sao? Ta cd thé Iam nhu 6ng iy tu sat a?”

Starkwedder quay lai nhin cai x4c. “Khdng,” 6ng ta lac dau. “Quén cai hy vong vé tu sat
di. T6i e 1a khong dugc.” Ong ta budc tdi, nhin cai xac that ky, roi hoi. “Ong ta thuln tay
phai nhi?”

“Pung roi,” Laura dap.

“puing nhu t6i nghi. Néu thé thi dng Ay khong thé ndo tw ban minh & géc dé duge,” 6ng
ta vira ndi vira chi vao thai duong bén trai cia Warwick. “Ngoai ra, cling khoéng cé vét
thudc sting.” Ong ta trAm ngam tinh todn roi ndi thém. “Chac chian 12 phat dan nay 13 &
khoang cach xa. Khong thé nao la tu tir.” Ong ta lai dirng dé nghi roi tiép, “T4t nhién van
con kha ning 14 tai nan. Cling c4 thé 13 tai nan ch®.”

MOt ldc sau, 6ng ta bat dau hanh dong theo nhu suy nghi trong d4u. “Gia du nhu t6i
nay toi dén day. Thuc ra 1a ding nhu vay. Vao qua cai cra nay.” Ong ta di téi canh cta, roi



ra dang lao vao phong. “Richard twdng t6i 1a n trom, lién 14y sing ban t6i. Kha nang dé 1a
cao, dwa vao nhitng didu ba néi vdi toi vé dng ta. Thé nén t6i dén chd 6ng ta,” Starkwedder
budc voi téi bén cai xac, “giang 14y khiu sdng...”

Laura lién noi xen vao, “sting cudp cd khi hai ngudi giang co... ding khong?”

“pung vay,” Starkwedder nhat tri, nhwng lién chita lai. “Khdng, thé khong 6n. Toi da
noi roi, canh sat sé thay ngay la phat dan khong phaila & cu ly gan.” Ong ta lai tinh todn
mot ldc, roi ndi tiép. “Gia nhu tdi cwdp dwge sing tir tay 6ng ta.” Ong ta 1ac dau, phay tay
vé nhu buc boi 1am. “Khong, thé cling khong dugc. Toi d3 cudp duwge sing roi thi thé quai
nao lai ban 6ng ta dwge cht? Khong, nhu vay 10 lidéu 1am.”

Ong ta thd dai. “Tho6i dwoc roi. Cr coi nhw dé 1a 4n mang di. C@ don gidn 13 &n mang
thoi. Nhung 1a do nguoi ngoai gy ra. Mot hodc nhiéu nguoi ta chwa biét.” Ong ta dén bén
clra, vén rém 1én, nhin ra bén ngoai tim cadm hng.

“MOt tén ké trdm thi sao?” Laura gop 10i.

Starkwedder suy nghi roi dap, “T6i thiy ciing cé thé 13 ké trom, nhung cd vé khong
that 1dm.” ROi ndi thém, “Ké thii thi sao nhi? Nghe bi kich hon ddy, nhuwng theo 15i bA md
ta thi 6ng ta thudc loai nguwoi dé gy thi han 1dm. €6 dting khong?”

“A phai,” Laura dap chdm rii nhung khong chic chan. “Tdi nghi 12 Richard cé ké thu,
nhung ma...”

“Lic nay khong cin nghi téi mAy cai ‘nhung’ gi ca,” Starkwedder ngat 10, rit thém
mot diéu thudc, roi tdi bén ghé sofa noi nit cht nhan dang ngoi. “Néi cho t6i biét tat ca vé
ké thi cia Richard di. S6 Mot, chac 14 cai ba... cai bd mdng lac qua lai d4, ba bi ban &y.
Nhung t6i khdng cho rang ba ta thudc dang ngudi cé thé gdy 4&n mang. Tdi cho rang ba ta
hién van dang con song & Norfolk, s& hoi qua néu cho rang ba ta mo xudng xi Wales nay
dé thit chong ba. con ai nita khong?” dng ta gang héi, “con ai cé thit han sau dam ay?”

Laura td vé ngo vuc. Ba ta di'ng 1én, c¢di khuy do khoac ngoai, néi mot cach than trong.
“Cé mot ngwdi lam vudn bi Richard dudi viéc ndm ngodi, sau dé con khong viét gidy gidi
thiéu nita. Tay nay buc chuyén dé 1am, cling doa nay no.”

“Ong ta ngudi thé nao?” Starkwedder hoi. “Ngudi dia phuwong a?”

“Pung,” Laura tra 10i. “Ong ta ngwoi & Llanfechan, cach day khodng bon dam.” Ba ta cdi
han 4o, dat 1én tay ghé sofa.

Starkwedder cau may, “T6i khong nghi ngudi 1am vudn hop vdéi vai ndy. Chac 6ng ta
thé ndo cling cé chitng c§ ngoai pham rd rang, it ra 1a cai ¢ nao dé duoc vg dng ta chitng
thuc. Hodc nhu 6ng ta bi bat vi tdi khdng gay ra thi ciing khong phai 1a diéu hay. Cai ta
can 13 ké thli nao dé trong qua kh(, ai d6 khong dé dang truy ra duoc dy.”

Laura budc chdm rii quanh phong, c6 tip trung suy nghi, con Starkwedder tiép tuc
néi, “Thé cd ai trong thdi gian Richard con hay sin ho ban su t khong? & Kenya, hay
Nam Phi, hay An b chidng han? M4y ch6 canh sat khong dé mo ra dé rang dy.”

“Udc gl toi tap trung suy nghi dude,” Laura tuyét vong. “Udc gi toi nhé ra duwoc. C4 thé



c6 trong may chuyén Richard ké cho t6i.”

“Trong tay ta hién gid cling khong cé gi sang sua, tién 1gi ca,” Starkwedder 1dm bam.
“vi du nhu cé 6ng thd dan nhd tay 1am d6 binh ruou ngAm, hay cé con dao cd, hay cé
mfii tén tAm doc.” Ong ta 14y tay gd tran dé tip trung. “Khi that, cai cAn & day 14 ai dé
thue su cd thu han, ai dé da tirng bi Richard 1am hai.” Tién tdi Laura, 6ng ta thic giuc, “Ba
nghi di, c6 ma nghi di.”

“TO1... T6i khong nghi ra dugc gi,” Laura dap, giong khong con hoi sitc vi bat luc.

“Ba da ké cho t6i nghe 6ng chong ba. Véi loai nguwdi dé han thé nio cling cé sy kién gi
d6, ai @6 phit hap. Vi chtia trén trdi, chic 1a phai cé chit” 6ng ta sang giong.

Laura budc téi lui trong phong, than kinh cang ra, c6 nhd lai.

“Liéu co ai tirng de doa gi chang, de doa thuc su ay,” Starkwedder khuyén khich.

Laura lap ti@c dung budc, quay lai ndi, “Co... cd... T6i nhd ra roi.” Ba ta noi tirng 104, “Cé
mot ngwoi dan 6ng. Con ong ay bi Richard can chét.”



A

Starkwedder tran tran nhin Laura. “Richard chet chét mot d&a tré u?” 6ng ta héi c6 vé
phan khich. “Luc d6 1a Itic ndo?”

“Khoang hai ndm trudc,” Laura noéi. “Ltuc dé ching tdi con séng ¢ Norfolk. Cha dira bé
Itc d6 thuc suw cd nhiéu 161 de doa.”

Starkwedder ngoi xudéng chiéc ghé, “cé vé day la mot kha niang roi day,” 6ng ta noi.
“Tuy nhién, ctt ké cho t6i hét nhitng diéu ba con nhé vé con ngu'di nay.”

Laura tram tw mot chut roi bat dau ké. “Richard hom dé dang l4i xe vé tir Cromer. Ong
dy trwdc dé udng kha nhiéu, chuyén dé cling chang cé gi 13 la ca. Ong 14y lao xe qua ngdi
lang nho vdi téc dd sau muwoi dim mot gidy, ré banh chd nay chd kia. Pita bé - thang bé -
tr trong mot cai quan chay ra ngoai dwong. Richard dadm phai nd, lam né chét ngay.”

“Y ba 13,” Starkwedder héi, “chong ba van 14i dwgc xe du bi khuyét tat u?”

“Ong 4y 14i dugc. Xe dd dwdc chinh lai cho hop, 13p may bd phan dé 6ng Ay didu khién.
Tom lai 1a 6ng ay 14i dwoc cai xe dd.”

“Hiéu rodi,” Starkwedder néi. “Chuyén di¥a bé rdi sao? Chac canh sat dd bat Richard vé
tdi giét ngudi chi?”

“Tat nhién 13 da cd mot budi diéu tran,” Laura giai thich.

Cé mot diéu gi dé cay dang xen vao giong ba ta khi néi thém, “Richard d3d duoc tha
bong.”

“Luc dd c6 nhan chirng khong?” Starkwedder hoi.

“A, c6 b thang bé. Ong ta nhin thay su viéc. Nhuwng lic d6 cling con mot cO y ta - tén 1
Warburton - ltic dé ngbi cung xe vdi Richard. C6 ta d3 lam ching. Theo c6 ta thi xe lic dé
chay dwdi ba muoi dam mot gid va trude d6 Richard mdi chi uong c6 mot ly so-ri ma
thoi. CO ta ndi 12 tai nan d6 hoan toan cd thé tranh duoc - chi 13 do thang bé tuw nhién lao
ra, ddm thang vao diu xe. Ngudi ta tin c6 ta, khong tin 10i dng bd 13 xe ltic d6 lao nhu
dién, téc do rat cao. Toi cho rang con ngudi toi nghiép dé do qud birc xic ma cd phan ndi
qud.” Laura di chuyén t&i ghé banh, néi thém, “Ong thiy diy, ai ma chang tin co ty ta
Warburton chi?. 6 ta thé hién 13 ngudi hoan toan trung thuc, dang tin ciy, nhitng 10i néi
ra cling rat can trong.”

“Ba luc d6 khong ngoi trong xe a2” Starkwedder hai.

“Khong,” Laura dap. “Luc do toi d nha.”

“Thé sao ba lai biét 1a nhitng 181 c6 v ta - tén gl nhi - ¢4 thé 13 khdng ding sy that?”

“Moi chuyén déu dugc Richard ké lai,” ba ta cay dang néi. “Sau khi ho trd vé tir budi
diéu tran, t6i nhd ma. Ong &y ndi, ‘Hoan hd Warby, dién dat 1dm. C6 thé 1a c¢6 da ciu toi
thoat an chung than roi day.’ Roi cd ta noi, ‘Ong khong dang dugc tha dau, 6ng Warwick.
Ong thira biét Idc d6 éng di rat nhanh. Chuyén vé thang bé dé that dang xau hd.” Roi



Richard néi, ‘0, quén chuyén dé di. T6i s& bt dap cho cd. V4i lai thém hay bét mot thang
bé thi thé gidi dong duc nay cd thiét thoi gi ddu? C6 nd hay khong cling thé thoi. Toi sé
chang mat ngi dau.’

Starkwedder roi ghé, mat liéc qua vai nhin x4c cia Richard Warwick, tram giong,
“cang nghe, cang biét nhiéu vé dng chéng ctia ba thi tdi cAng mudn tin rang cai viéc xay
ra t6i hdm nay 13 mot hanh dong két liéu hop 1y cudc doi 6ng ta chit khong phai 1a an
mang.” Budc tdi bén Laura, 6ng ta tiép tuc, “Cai 6ng bd cia dia bé tdi nghiép kia ay, 6ng ta
tén 1a gi?”

“Tén dic Scot, hinh nhu thé,” Laura dap. “Mac... Mac gi 4y, MacLeod? MacCrae? Tdi
khong nhd nita.”

“Ba phai c6 ma nhd ra bang dugc,” Starkwedder nhan manh. “C4 1én, phai nhd ra. Ong
ta van séng & Norfolk?”

“Khdong, khong,” Laura ndi. “Ong ay chi qua day mot thdi gian ngan, tham ba con bén
vg thi phai. Hinh nhu 1a ngudi Canada, toi nhg thé.”

“canada - chd d6 cling xa ddy,” Starkwedder nhan xét. “Mudn do theo diu ciing mét
thdi gian. ” Ong ta tdi phia sau ghé sofa. “Phai, phai roi. T6i nghi tay nay cling cé thé vira
van. Nhung vi chda long lanh, ba nhé lai tén cho ddng.” Ong ta lai di t§i chd dé 4o choang
trén ghé banh trong hdc twdng, 1ay ra tir tdi 4o mot doi ging, sau d6 deo vao. Mat dd tim
quanh phong, ong ta hoi, “Nha cdé bao chi gi khong?”

“Bdo u?” Laura ngac nhién hdi lai.

“Khong phai bdo hom nay,” 6ng ta gidi thich. “Bdo hom qua hay hom kia cang tot.”

Laura lién roi ghé, tdi bén t phia sau ghé banh. “Trong tt c6 may td bdo cli day. Ching
to6i thwdng dung dé nhém lira.”

Starkwedder dén bén canh, mé ca td, 14y ra mot t& bdo. Sau khi da kiém tra ngay
xudt ban, 6ng ta ndi, “TO nay dwoc. bung th ta can réi.” Ong ta déng ca t, mang td bao
lai ban, r6i 1ay trong ngan ban ra mot cai kéo.

“Ong dinh lam gi thé?” Laura hai.

“Ta phai ché ra vai bang chitng ndo d4.” Ong ta bAm kéo d& minh hoa.

Laura sing sot nhin. “Nh& canh sat tim ra duwgc 6ng ta, thi sé lam sao?”

Starkwedder nguwdc 1én nhin lai, tw tin ndi, “Néu dng ta van séng & Canada thi tim
duoc cling mat nhiéu thdi gian. bén lic tim dwdc thi chic 12 6ng ta ciing ¢ bang chitng
ngoai pham cho t8i hom nay thoéi. & mot noi ndo dé cach xa vai ngdn dim chic ciing 13
da roi. Pén lic dd thi cling hoi qua mudn dé ngudi ta xac minh nhiéu th & day. DU sao
di nita thi d6 1a phuwong sach tat nhat ldc nay, ta van cé mot it khong gian ma thé.”

Laura to vé lo lang, “Tdi khong thich thé.”

Starkwedder x4t thém mudi vao ndi sg hai, “Ba 1am gi con lua chon nao khéc chi. €6
diéu ba phai nhd ra dugc tén nguwoi do.”

“T06i noi roi, khong nhé dwoc,” Laura ngoan co.



“Co phai la MacDougall khong? Hay la Mackintosh?’ 6ng ta goiy.

Laura lui lai vai budc, hai tay bit tai, “T6i xin dng dirng ndi nita. Ong chi lam cho su
viéc toi té hon ma thoi. Gid toi cling khdng chic ¢ phai Mac gi khong nita.”

“ROi, néu khong nhé dugc 13 khong nhd duwoc,” Starkwedder nhuong bd. “Ta sé phai
xoay s@ ma khong co cdi tén vay. Ba cling khong nhd ngay thang hay cai gi khac hitu ich
hay sao?”

”A, ngay thang thi toi nhd duoc,” Laura ndi. “La ngay 15 thang 5.”

RO rang 1a ngac nhién, Starkwedder hoi, “Thé nao ma ba lai nhd dugc cai dé?”

Khi tra 18, giong Laura day vé cay dang, “vi hdm d4 13 ngdy sinh nhat ctia tdi.”

“A, 3, ra vay. Thé 1a dugc mdt viéc nho r6i,” Starkwedder nhan xét. “Ta cling cé thém
mot chit may man day. TY bdo nay 13 ngdy 15.” Ong ta cin trong cat phan ngay ra khéi to
béo.

Pén bén ban, nhin qua vai ngwoi khach, Laura chi cho dng ta thay dd 1a ngay 15 thang
11, khong phai thang 5. “Puing,” dng ta dong tinh, “nhwng chinh phan d6 mdi lam cho su
viéc dang nghi hon. Pay, NAM - cé chi¥ N chit A cht M day ro6i.”

“Ong dang 1am cai gi vy ch@?” Laura hoi.

Chi dén khi ng6i lai vao ghé, Starkwedder mdi ndi, “C6 ho dan khong?”

Laura dinh 14y lo ho trong ngdn kéo ra thi 6ng ta ngin lai. “birng, drng dong vao,” 6ng
ta hwdng dan. “Khong nén dé lai ddu van tay cia ba & d6.” Ban tay da deo ging, 6ng ta 1dy
lo ho ra, md nap. “Pay 1a bai hwéng dan trd thanh tdi pham,” dng ta ndi tiép. “A, t6t qua,
day cd cd mot tip gidy viét - loai gidy ban phd bién trén ca Lién hiép Anh.” Ly mot td ra
khéi ngin kéo, 6ng ta ddn nhitng chit dd cat ra khdi bdo 1én dé. “Xem nay, mot - hai - ba,
deo gang hoi kho 1am. Nhung xong roi. ‘ngay 5 thang Nam. N¢ phai trd.” Chi¥ N bong mat
nay.” Ong ta dan lai. “R0i. Ba thay thé nao?”

Ong ta xé tO gidy ra, dwa cho ba ta xem, roi di tdi bén xac Richard Warwick ngoi trén xe
lan. “Ta sé nhét gon gang vao trong tui 4o khoac, nhu vay.” Trong khi nhét, ong ta lam
dong vao mot cai bat 1tra khién nd roi xudng san. “Cai gi thé nhi?”

Laura khé& kéu that thanh roi c¢d giang lai cai bat 1ra, nhung khong kip vi Starkwedder
da nhat 1én, roi dua 1én quan sat kj. “Pua cai d6 cho tdi,” Laura ndi khong ra hoi. “bua
cho t6i.”

C6 vé hoi ngac nhién, Starkwedder dwa cho ba chti nha. “P4... dd 1a bat Itra ctia t6i,” ba
ta ngdp ngrng giai thich.

“Pugc roi, thi 13 ctia ba,” 6ng ta déng y. “Co gl ma phai gap gap thé.” Ong ta nhin chu
nha xoi moi. “Ba khdong mat hét ca binh tinh réi day ch?”

Nif chti nha trd lai ghé sofa, vira di vira lau cai bat lta vao vay dé xda hét dau van tay
trén do, c6 gidu dé Starkwedder khong phat hién ra hanh dong dé. “khong, di nhién 13 tdi
khong suy sup dau,” ba ta tran an.

Sau khi d3 ddm bao 12 mau gidy cat dan tir bio d3 nam chac chan & tti nguc, dwdi ve



40 Richard, Starkwedder di t&i cai ban, diy nip lo hd, thao ging, 14y khan tay ra, roi nhin
Laura. “Budc dau da xong. Gid san sang cho budc tiép theo. Cai cdc lic nidy ba udbng dau
16i?”

Laura lay cdi cdc tir trén mot cai ban khac. PE chiéc bat 1tva & d6, ba ta mang coc lai chd
Starkwedder. Ong ta cAm 1y, can than lau sach d4u van tay trén dé, nhung roi dét nhién
ndi. “khong 6n roi!” 6ng ta 1am bam. “Nhu thé qua that 1a dai dot.”

“Sao lai thé?” Laura hoi.

“A, nhé ra phai cé d4u tay mdi hap 1y,” 6ng ta giai thich, “trén ca coc 1an binh rugu. vi
du nhu cta cdi tay gidp viéc, va cé thé ca cia chéng ba nita. Sach béng diu van tay thé
nay thi cdnh sat sé thay la lam cho ma xem.” Ong ta dua cdc 1én miéng nhip mdt chut.
“Tdi phai nghi ra cai gi d4 dé giai thich vé diu tay clia tdi,” 6ng ta ndi thém. “Pham tdi
cling chang dé dang nhi.”

Chot Laura thot 1én, “Pirng, dirng dinh vao vu nay. Co6 khi ho lai nghi sang 6ng thi sao.”

Starkwedder tim tim néi, “O, tdi cé chut danh tiéng - s& khong bi nghi ngd dau.
Nhuwng thuc ra thi tdi d3 dinh vao vu nay roi. Chang phai 13 xe t6i & ngoai kia, dinh chit
14y cai ranh d6 hay sao. Ba khong phai lo dau, cting 1dm 13 bi cdo budc khdng trung thuec,
ray ra thoi gian ma thoi. Sé khong sao cd, néu nhu ba thuc hién tot phan ciia minh.”

Laura thay so, ngdi xudng ghé dau, xay lung lai. Ong ta vong ra dirng trwdc mit. “Gid ba
da san sang chua?”

“san sang... cai gi?” Laura hoi.

“Thodi nao, ba phai binh tinh lai di,” 6ng ta thic giuc.

Trong long thay hoang mang, ba ta noéi, “Toi thay... tdi khong nghi dwoc gi cd.”

“Khong phai nghi ngoi gi. Ba chi can tuln Iénh. K& hoach 1a thé nay. Truwdc hét, trong
nha nay cé cai 1o dot nao khong?”

“LO d6t 4?” Laura nghi mot 14t roi tra 101, “C6, cé & chd ndi dun nudc.”

“Tot 1Am.” Ong ta tdi chd cai ban, cAm 4y t& bdo, cudn chd gidy cat thira vao trong.
Budc lai, Ong ta dua ca cho Laura. “Gio thi ba di vao trong bép, nhét ca chd nay vao 10. Sau
dd 1én gac, cdi 4o vay nay ra, thay do nga vao hay cai gi dé thi tuy ba.” Dirng lai mdt chut,
Starwedder noi tiép. “Ba cd vién aspirin nao khong?”

Laura dap, “Co,” giong 10 vé phan van.

Nhu thé ké hoach dang dén trong dau, Starkwedder ndi tiép, “T6t... x4 hét thudc
xubng bon cau. Roi sau dé sang phong ai d6 - me chong, hay cai c6... cd Bennett nhi - ndi
14 ¢6 bi dau dau, muon xin aspirin. Nh§ 1a khi vao phong ngudi dd, ai cling dugc, thi nhd
dé ctra ma, lic do ba sé& nghe thay tiéng stng.”

“Tiéng sing ndo?” Laura hoi, tran tréi nhin ngwoi khach.

Starkwedder khong trd 16 ma di tdi cai ban bén xe 1in, nhit khiu stng 1én. “Phai,
phai,” 6ng ta kh& 1dm bam. “Minh s& 1am nhu thé.” Ong ta xem khAiu sing. “Hm. Hinh
nhu 13 sting ngoai, t6i khong quen - ky niém chién trwong chang?”



Laura dirng 1én. “T6i cling khong rd. Richard ¢4 nhiéu sung ngoai.”

“Khong hiéu da dugc ding ky chua,” Starkwedder néi moét minh, tay van cam khau
sung.

Laura ngdi xudng sofa. “Richard cé gidy phép - néu dung cai 6ng dang noi - gidy phép
cho bo swu tap sung.”

“Pung, toi cling nghi 6ng ta c6. Nhuwng cai dé khong cé nghia l1a tat ca sing nay déu
dang ky dudi tén cta dng ta. Thudng thi ngudi ta khong dé v may chuyén nhu vay. C6 ai
biét cu thé khong?”

“Angell chic biét,” Laura néi. “Cé van dé sao?”

Starkwedder budc quanh phong, vira di vira ndi, “Theo gia thuyét ta dung nén thi cai
ong Mac gi d6 - cha d¥a bé Richard can chét - han d3 vao day, ngti thdy mui mau va da
tra thu, vii khi d3 chuan bi san réi. Nhwng ngudi ta cling hoan toan cd thé suy ra mot gia
thuyét khac. MOt ngudi - ngwoi ndo cling thé - da vao day. Richard lic dé dang ga gat, vé
14y khau sting. Ngudi kia gidng 14y sting, roi ban. Toi néi thuc 13 gid thuyét nay cling kha
diéu vai, nhung chic 1a dwge. Ta phai chdp nhan rui ro thdi, khong thé tranh duoc.”

Ong ta dat khiu stng 1én ban canh xe 1an, budc lai gin Laura, néi tiép. “Gié ba da nghi
xong chwa? Tdi hy vong 1a rdi. Viéc dng ta bi bin sém hon mudi 1am, hai muoi phut
khong phai 13 mot khung thoi gian dé xac dinh cho canh sat khi ho t&i day. Mo qua duoc
may con dudng dic swong mu nay cling chang dé dang dau.” Ong ta budc tdi cai rém bén
clra, vén lén va nhin vao nhitng 10 dan trén tuong. “R.W - Hay 1am. Pé t6i cho thém mot
diu cham nita.”

Tha rém xudng, 6ng ta quay lai chd Laura. “khi ba nghe thay tiéng stng, thi ba phai
khudy dong 1én, kéo cd Bennett - hay ai dd thi tiy ba - xudng day. CAu chuyén ba sé ké 13
ba chang biét gi hét. B di ngu, roi dau dau qua nén phai di xin aspirin. Ba chi biét cé thé
thoi. Hiéu chua?”

Laura gat dau.

“T6t.” Starwedder ndi, “Phan con lai ba c dé tdi lo. Gid’ ba da thay kha hon chwa?”

“kKha hon nhiéu roi,” Laura thi tham.

“Thé ba di 1am viéc t6i vira ndi di,” 6ng ta ra 1énh.

Laura chan cht. “Ong... dng dau phai lam thé nay. Ong dau... 6ng dau can lién can gi
vao day.”

“Nhitng cai dé da ndi qua roi,” Starkwedder gat di. “Ai trén doi nay déu cling cé - gio
ngudi ta goi 1a gi nhi - thd vui riéng. BA cé thu vui 1a ban chéng. Gi¥ dén luot tdi thé hién
thu vui. C coi 13 t6i lubn tirng ao wdc xem t6i s& hanh x¥ thé nao trong mot ciu chuyén
trinh tham doi thue.” ROi Ong ta cwdi an i, “Ba ¢6 lam dugc nhitng diéu toi bdo ltic niy
hay khong?”

“Pugc,” Laura gat dau.

“Xong. Toi thay ba cd ddong ho kia. TOt 1am. Gi® 1a may gid?”



Laura dua tay 1én dé dng ta xem dong ho, dng ta chinh dong hd ctia minh theo dong
ho ctia Laura. “Mudi phut nita 13 téi...,” 6ng ta nhan dinh. “T6i cho ba ba, a khong, bon
phut. Bon phut dé vao bép, vitt dong gidy vao 10, roi 1én gic, thay quan 4o ngi vao, sang
phong cd Bennett hodc ai dé. Ba cé thuc hién dwoc khong, Laura?” 6ng ta cwoi tran an.

Laura gat dau.

“Ppuiing mudi hai gio kém nam,” 6ng ta noi tiép, “ba sé nghe thay tiéng sung. Gio di di.”

Pi ra dén cra, Laura ban khoan, quay lai nhin 6ng khach. Starkwedder di tdi, m& ctra
cho ba ga. “Ba khong lam t6i that vong day chi?”

Laura dap nhd, “Khong.”

“Tot.”

Laura vira chuan bi roi phong thi Starkwedder ngd thiy chiéc 40 khodc cia ba ta con
vat trén tay ghé sofa. Goi ba ta quay lai, dwa 4o cho, khong quén cudi do danh. Poi ba cht
nha buwdc ra xong, 6ng ta dong cra lai.
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Sau khi Laura di r6i, Starkwedder ding suy nghi xem phai lam gi tiép theo. Mot ldc sau,
6ng ta nhin dong ho, 1ay ra mot diéu thudc. Buwdc tdi bén cai ban canh xe 1dn, dinh nhat
cai bat Iva 1én thi 6ng ta dé y thay anh Laura trén gid sach. Ong ta cAm 1én xem, kh& mim
cudi, dat anh lai gid r6i chAm thuoc, dat bat 1ra 1én ban. Rat khan tay ra, 6ng ta lau sach
diu van tay da dé lai trén tay ghé, trén tAm anh roi day chiéc ghé vao vi tri cii. Ong ta
nhit mau thudc cia Laura trén gat tan, quay lai cai ban canh xe 1an, nhit n6t mau thudc
clla minh & gat tan tai d4. Lai quay ra cdi ban cé ngin kéo, dng ta xéa dau van tay, sap
xép lai kéo, tip gidy viét, gidy thdm. Pao mat nhin quanh sin xem cé roi vdi mau gidy
nao khong thi thdy mot mau & gan ban. Ong ta nhat 1én, vo nat roi cho vao tti quan. Ong
ta cling khong quen xda diu van tay trén cong tic dén canh clra va trén cai ghé canh ban
viét. Nhat cai dén ctia minh trén ban, 6ng ta di ra cra, nhe nhang kéo rém lai, soi dén ra
bén ngoai quan sat.

“pat cing, khé dé lai ddu chan,” dng ta 1am bam. Pat cai dén lai trén ban canh xe 13n,
6ng ta nhit khiu suing, kiém tra xem dan cd nap d0 chua, roi lau sach. Lién dé, dng ta
budc tdi chiéc ghé dau, dat sing xudng dd. Sau khi liéc nhin ddng ho, Starkwedder dén
bén xe 1an & hoc twong, doi mii, quang khan, deo gang. Tay cAm 4o khodc, dng ta buwdc téi
cfa. Vira dinh tat dén thi 6ng ta nhd ra 13 phai xéa diu tay trén cira va tay nam.
Starkwedder tat dén, quay trd lai cai ghé dau, mic 4o khodc. Ong ta nhit sing, chuin bi
ban vao vét chit bang 10 dan trén twdng thi thay rém da che khuat roi.

“khi that!” 6ng ta 1am bam. Ong ta voi 14y cai ghé ban viét dé d& 14y chAn rém, roi quay
trd lai vi trf canh ghé dau, givong sting ban, sau dé nhanh chéng ra chd tuong dé xem két
qua. “Khdng té.” dng ta tu' tan thudng.

vira tra chiéc ghé ban viét vé chd cii xong, Starkwedder di nghe thay tiéng ngudi téi.
Ong ta v0i lao ra khoi cira, tay cam theo sing. Nhuwng ngay sau dé dng ta lai trd lai, chop
18y cai den roi lai lao ra ngoai.

Luc dé, tir nhiéu noi trong nha, bon ngwdi da voi tdi duwge thu phong. Me ctia Richard
Warwick, dang cao va quyén bién, mac 4o ngl. Ba gia cé vé xanh xao, vira chong giy vira
di. “cé chuyén gi thé, Jan?” ba gia hoi ciu thanh nién mac pyjama, c6 khuén mat ngay
tho, ngd nghéch vira mdi dén sau lung ba. “Tai sao moi ngudi dang dém hom lai ra hét
day?” ba ta hoi ti€p khi thay mot ngwoi phu nit khac téc dd muoi tiéu, mac vay ngud, xuat
hién. “Benny, ndi cho ta r6!” ba ta ra lénh.

Laura dén dang sau, ba warkick néi tiép, “Moi ngudi diéc hét roi hay sao? Laura, cé
chuyén gi? Jan - Jan - khong ai ndi cho ta biét nha nay xay ra chuyén gi hay sao?”

“Chau nghi dé 1a Rirchard,” ciu ta ndi. Bé ngoai di khodng mudi chin tudi, nhung
giong ndi va thai dd ctia ciu ta thi nhé tudi hon nhiéu. “Anh 4y lai ban swong mu ddy a.”



Giong c4u ta cd vé buc tic. “Bac bao anh 4y dirng ban ldc moi ngudi ng di a. Chau dang
ngll ngon, ca Benny nita. bung khdng chi Benny? Laura, chi can thin d4y, Richard dang
sg lAm. Benny, cin than.”

“Ngoai kia swong mu nhidu qud,” Laura ndi, mit nhin qua cta sé canh cau thang.
“Khong con nhin rd 16i di nita. Con khong hiéu tai sao anh 4y lai ban cai gi ldc swong thé
nay. That 13 quai dan. Hinh nhu Itic ndy con nghe thay tiéng kéu.”

Benny, cé vé ngoai manh mé va tinh tdo, dang dap cho thay da tirng lam y ta trong
bénh vién, té vé bat nhan, “T6i khong hiéu sao chi lai phai buc ch®, chi Larua. Richard
dang tu gidi khudy nhw moi 1an thdi. T6i thi khong nghe thiy tiéng sting, chac chang cé
viéc g dau. Chi dang tu twdng twong ra dé thoi. Co diéu toi nghi Richard kha ich ky, toi sé
noi thé vdi anh ay.” ROi Bennett goi to, “Richard,” khi bwdc vao thu phong. “Gid nay khong
phai lic dau, Richard. Anh lam moi nguwoi sg day, Richard.”

Laura, lic nay d3 mac vay ngu, budc theo Bennett vao phong. Khi Laura bat dén roi
dén chd sofa, Jan ciing di theo. N6 thay Bennett dang nhin cham chdp vao Richard
Warwick trén xe 1an. “Sao thé chi Benny?” Jan héi. “C6 chuyén gi?”

Bennett dap, giong binh tinh la lting. “Richard tw sat roi.”

“Xem nay,” Jan hét tudng 1én, tay chi ci ban. “sing cta Richard bién dau roi.”

Vira lic do c6 tiéng nguwoi goi tir ngoai vuon, “Trong dé cd chuyén gi thé? c6 gi khong
on sao?”

Nhin qua cta sd trong hdc, Jan hét 1én, “Nghe chwa, cé ngudi ngoai vuron.”

“Ngoai kia a?” Bennett hoéi. “Ai nhi?” C6 ta quay ra cta roi vén rém lén, vira lic
Starkwedder thinh linh hién ra. Bennett voi va budc lui khi Starkwedder don budc téi hoi,
“Cé chuyén gl thé? & day xay ra chuyén gi?” Mat vi khach dirng & xe 13n cta Richard
Warwick. “Ngudi ndy chét roil” éng ta thot 1én. “Bi ban.” Ong ta nhin xung quanh td v
nghi ngd tat cd moi ngudi.

“Thé 6ng 1a ai? Ong ¢ dau tdi day?” Bennett hoi.

“Xe t0i vira bi ddm xudng ranh,” Starkwedder dap. “T6i lac dwong may tiéng dong ho.
Tinh c¢ thy canh cong nén vao day nhd gidp dd, goi dién thoai. T6i nghe thiy cé tiéng
sung, thay c6 nguwoi lao ra cra nay, va ca vao to6i.”

Tay dwa khiu sting ra, Starwedder ndi thém, “Ngudi d6 1am roi thit nay.”

“Nguoi dé di dau roi?” Bennett hoi.

“Swong mu thé nay thi lam sao ma toi biét dwoc chir.” Starkwedder dap.

Jan di@ng ngay trudc xe clia Richard, mat trirng trirng ngd cai xac. N6 hét 1én, “Richard
bi ban nay.”

“Trong c6 vé thé that,” Starkwedder dong y. “Cac vi nén bao canh sat di.” Ong ta dat
khAiu sing 1én chiéc ban canh xe 1an, cAm binh rugu 1én roi rét vao ly. “Ong ay 12 ai?”

“La ch6ng t6i,” Laura binh than dap khi ngdi xudéng ghé sofa.

Giong c6 tO ra quan tam, Starkwedder ndi, “Pay - ba uéng mot chut di.” Laura ngudc



mat 1én nhin. “BA dang bi séc,” 6ng ta nhan manh. Khi ba ta cAm 14y cai cdc, Starkwedder
mim cudi - lung quay vé phia moi ngudi trong nha - dé Laura da hiéu dng ta d3 dan xép
viéc diu tay trén cdi ly thé nao. Sau do6 ong ta quay lai, ném mi 1én ghé banh thi chot
thiy cd Bennett dinh cdi xuéng xem thi thé Richard Warwick, lién voi quay lai. “Pirng, co
khong nén dong vao cai gi ca.” Ong ta ndi thém, “T6i thay c6 vé nhu 4n mang roi, thé nén
dirng dong vao cai gi la hon.”

Bennett dirng thang ngwdi, budc i lai, c6 vé hoang hét. “An mang? Sao cé thé 13 4n
mang ch@!”

Ba Warwick, me cta Richard, lic d6 cling vira di ga ctra. Ba ta vira bu'dc vao vira hoi,
“C6 chuyén gi thé nay?”

“Richard bi ban. Richard bi ban rdi!” Jan néi, khong kiém ché duwgc sy phan khich.

“Yén nao, Jan.” Bennett nat no.

“Ndi gi ta nghe khong rd?” Ba Warwick hdi lai.

“Ong 4y noi... &n mang,” Benny dap, chi Starkwedder.

“Richard,” bA Warwick 1dm bam khi Jan cti xudng thi thé roi goi moi ngudi, “Xem nay,
trén nguc anh ay cé gi ay - to gidy - c¢é chit nita.” N6 vdi tay dinh 13y thi bi Starkwedder
ngan lai. “Lam gi thi lam, dirng dong vao dd.” Sau doé ong ta doc to, trng chit, “Thang Nam
- ngay mudilam - tra hét.”

“Chuia 0i. MacGregor,” Bennett hét 1én, 1ui lai sau ghé sofa.

Laura ding phat day. BA Warwick thi cau may, hoi “Phai chang 13... 13 cha clia... con
bé bi chet do...?”

“Tat nhién rdi, MacGregor,” Laura 1dm bam ndi mdt minh roi ngdi xudng ghé banh.

Luc d4 Jan budc tdi sat thi thé. “Nhin ndy - toan 13 bo thdi, bi cat lung tung,” giong né
van day phan khich. Starkwedder mot 1an nita lai phai ngin nd lai. “Pirng c6 ddng vao dé.
Cai d6 1a viéc cia canh sat.” Néi roi dng ta budc téi chd dién thoai. “Toi goi dwgc chii?”

“pirng,” ba Warwick ndi ditt khoat. “Pé& t6i.” Gi da 1am cht tinh hinh va binh tinh trd
lai, ba di dén bén ban va quay sd. Jan phain kich dén bén ghé dau, hdi Bennet, “Chi cé nghi
1a chinh 1a cai ngu'di bé chay ltic ndy khong?”

“Ssh, Jan,” Bennett khé nat n6 khi ba Warwick ndi trén dién thoai, nhé nhuwng r6 rang.
“pon canh sat dé phai khong. T6i goi tr nha Llangelert ctia 6ng Richard Warwick. Ong
Warwick vira bi ... ban chét.”

Ba ta tiép tuc noi trén dién thoai vdi giong rat nho, nhwng nhitng nguwdi con lai trong
phong c6 tap trung nghe cho rd. “Khdng, do ngwoi la tim thiy. Ngudi nay bi hong xe gan
day, t6i nghi thé... bugc, toi s& chuyén 15i. T6i s& goi cho nha tro. Cdc 6ng cd thé cho xe
dwa anh ta tdi dé khi xong viéc & day a2... Tot qua.”

Quay lai v6i moi ngudi trong nha, ba Warwick théng bo, “Canh sat sé dén ngay khi ho
di dwoc trong swong mu. Ho sé cho hai xe dén. Mot xe sé dua vi nay di,” ba ta ra hiéu vé
phia Starwedder, “tdi nha tro trong lang. Ho muo6n anh ta & dém tai dd, sang mai sé trao



doi thém.”

“pang nao thi tdi cling chiu cha 14y xe ra dwgc khéi ranh, nén nhu thé ciing duoc,”
stardwedder néi. vVira Iic d6 canh ctra ra hanh lang bat mé&, mot ngwdi dan ong téc sam
mau, chiéu cao trung binh, tudi trac t& tuan budc vao phong, tay van dang budc day 4o
ngh. Budc qua cira thi 6ng ta dirng lai ngay.

“Cé chuyén gi vy thua ba?” 6ng ta héi ba Warwick, roi chot nhin thay thi thé cla
Richard Warwick phia dang sau. “Oi chuia tdi oi.”

“T6i e 1a phai bdo cho 0ng biét da c6 tham kich xady ra, Angell,” ba Warwick dap.
“Richard d3 bi ban, cdnh sat dang dén réi.” Hwéng vé phia Starwedder, ba ta tiép, “Pay 1a
Angel, ngudi giup viéc ctia Richard.”

Ngudi gitp viéc dap lai sw hién dién cta Starkwedder bang mot cai cti chio khong
mot chut tap trung. “Oi chda oi,” 6ng ta néi, mat khong rdi than thé ctia ngudi chu.
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Ngay hom sau, ldc mudi mot gid, thu phong cia Richard Warwick trong da hiéu khach
hon so vdi dém swong mu vira qua. Cling mot phan 1a nhd mat troi da 1én, mang lai anh
sang cho mot ngay lanh 180, va mo6t phan 1a cdnh ca ra vuon dd mé rong. Pém qua
ngudi ta dd mang xac nan nhan di, con cai xe 1dn dd dugc day Iti vao héc tudng, nhudng
vi tri trung tAm phong cho chiéc ghé banh. Cai ban nhé da dudc don sach, chi dé lai binh
rrgu va cai gat tan.

Mot anh chang dién trai, chwa dén ba muoi tudi, téc ngan, sAm mau, mic 4o khoac
thé thao, quan xanh sam, dang ngdi trén chiéc xe lin, tay cAm mot quyén tha doc. Mot
hoi sau, anh ta ding day, 1dm bam, “Hay. Hay va lang dong.” Chat giong anh ta that nhe
nhang, mang chit &m hudng ctia x¥ Wales.

Anh ta gip quyén tho dang doc lai roi dat trd vé gid sach trén héc, sau dé quan sat
toan bd can phong trudce di vé phia clra ra vueon, budce ra bén ngoai. GAn nhw ding lic d6
thi mdt ngudi trung nién, ddng khde manh, sic mat hau nhu khdng bdc 10 xtc cam,
xach mot chiéc va ly bwdc vao thu phong qua cva thong sang phong 16n. Ngudi nay dén
bén chiéc ghé banh dugc dit hudng ra vudn, dé va ly 1én dé roi nhin ra ngoai. “Ha si
Cadwallader,” ong ta goi I6n.

Nguoi thanh nién ldc trude quay lai the phong. “Xin chao ngai, thanh tra Thomas.”
boan anh ta ngdm nga, “Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, close bosom friend of
the maturing sun”’

Vién thanh tra dang dinh c@i khuy 4o khoac cling phai dirng lai ltdm anh chang ha si.
“Cau noi gi?” 6ng ta hoi, khong hé gidu vé cham choc.

‘Tho cia Keats,” anh chang ha sithanh minh vdi vé rat tw man. Vién thanh tra dap lai
bang 4nh mat khd chiu, nhdn vai, cdi 40 khoac ngoai, dat 1én xe 14n trong hdc twdng, roi
quay lai chd céiva ly.

“Thuc ra hdm nay ciing khong thé goi 13 dep trdi,” ha si cadwallader tiép tuc. “Ct¥ nghi
dén viéc t6i qua phai mo dén ddy ma xem. May nam nay mdi lai thy dot swong mu nhu
thé. ‘Swong vang co minh vao khung ctra.’ Tho ctia Eliot dd.” Khong thay vién thanh tra
phan &ng gi vé cu tho vira trich, anh ta tiép, “Thao nao trén duwong Cardiff cé nhiéu tai
nan dén thé.”

“Thé 14 tot roi,” vién thanh tra nhan xét bang giong ra diéu chang budn quan tam.

“Tét thi chua chic,” tay ha sicé hAm néng cha dé. “0’ Porthcawl cé vu ning lam. Mot
ngudi chét, hai tré em bi thwong ning. BA me khdc lan bén dudng. ‘Nudc mat trdo mi...”

vién thanh tra kip ngat 101, “p3 14y dau tay xong chua?”

Thay rang tot hon ca 13 tp trung vao viéc trwdc mat, ha s cadwallader dap, “Roi, thuwa
sép. T6i dd chuan bi san dé sép xem.” Anh ta nhit tap tai liéu trén ban rdéi mé ra. Vién



thanh tra ngbi xuéng ghé xem t¢ in diu tay dau tién trong tap ho so. “Nguwoi nha khong
khé dé ve viéc 1dy dau tay chit?” 6ng ta hoi bang quo.

“Khong gip trd ngai ndo, thua sép. Ho hop tac 1Am - phai néi rat sdn 1ong. Chuyén dé
cing binh thuong.”

“Tdi khong chac thé dau,” vién thanh tra nhin xét. “Thudng thi ngwdi ta cling ngai
1am, vi so 13 d4u tay s& bi dua vao tang thu.” Ong ta hit mot hoi dai, vwon tay dan gan
gOt, r0i tiép tuc xem may dau tay. “Xem nao. Ong Warwick - tc 12 nan nhan. Ba Laura
Warwick, v¢ nan nhan. Ba Warwick gia, me nan nhan. Jan Warwick, c6 Bennett, con.. ai
day nita? Angle? A, Angell. Pung roi, tay nay vira la y ta vira gidp viéc cd nhan dung
khong? Con hai bd dau tay nita. Xem nao. Bén ngoai cra, trén binh ruwou, trén coc cé dau
tay cua Richard warwick, ciia Angell va cia ba vo l1a Laura Warwick; trén bat Itra, trén
khiu stung... 13 Michael Starkwedder. Ong ta da dwa ba Warick cdc rugu va chinh 6ng ta
da mang sting tir vird'n vao.”

Ha siCadwallader git dau. “Starkwedder,” anh ta ndi v4i vé nghi ngo.

Vién thanh tra ndi nhu cuoi, “Cau khong thich 6ng ta hay sao?”

“Ong ta lam gi & chd nay? Toi mudn biét diéu dé,” tay ha sT ndi. “Lao xe xudng ranh, vao
nh3 thi phat hién ra vu giét nguoi?”

vién thanh tra quay ghé lai ddi dién tay canh sat tré tudi. “Chinh ciu t6i qua cling suyt
dam xuong ranh khi dang trén duwong dén ngdi nha cé &n mang day. Con veé viéc 6ng ta
lam gi & day thi thuc 1a 6ng ta da ¢ day - & khu vuc nay - ca tuan truwdc, tim mua mot
ngoi nha nho.”

Nguwoi ha s van chua cd vé bi thuyét phuc, nhwng vién thanh tra da quay trd lai véi
cai ban, néi thém, “Co vé nhu ba nodi 6ng ta 1a ngwdi x Wales, hoi bé dng ta da tirng qua
day nghi r6i.”

Luc nay tay ha si dd mém long, “A, néu cé ba noi la ngwdi vung nay thi lai 1a chuyén
khdc r6i con gi nita.” Anh ta gio tay phai ra ngdm nga, ” ‘Nga nay di London, nga kia vé x
Wales. budng toi di lai dAm ra bién, dén véi nhitng cdnh budm cang gid.’ John Masefield
viét hay that. Thé ma lai bi danh gid thap.”

Vién thanh tra dinh néi gi d6 nhuwng nghi thé nao lai thoi, chi mim cudi. “Phai xin gap
ho so vé Starkwedder tir Adaban ngay. Cau da c6 dau tay doi chiéu vé ong ta chua?”

“T6i dd bao Jones qua quan tro chd dng ta nghi dém hom qua,” Cadwallader bao cdo,
“nhung 6ng ta da di nho ngudi ctu hod xe roi. Jones cé goi dén ga-ra, ndi vdi dng ta khi ong
ta & d6. Pa bao Ong ta tdi trinh dién & don cang sdm cang tot.”

“TOt. Con cai bd dau tay chua xac dinh nay. Dau tay nguwdi nay dat trén mat ban canh
x4c nan nhan, rat rd. Cling cd & bén ngoai va bén trong c¥a ra vuedn, nhung bi ma.”

“Toi doan la ctia MacGregor,” nguoi ha si vira néi vira bung ngdn tay.

“®, cé thé 1am,” vién thanh tra mién cudng chip nhan y twéng dé. “Nhung khong thiy
d4u tay ndy trén khau sting. Chac ciu sé lai cho rang khi dinh ding sing giét ngudi thi



han sé biét 13 phai deo gang chit g.”

“Cling khong han,” ha s néi. “véi loai ngudi chdng chénh nhw MacGregor - v tdi 12 sau
khi con gai han bi chét dy - thi cling chwa chic nghi dén chuyén dé.”

“Ta s& sdm nhan dugc mo ta vé MacGregor tir Norwich thoi,” thanh tra noi.

Ngudi ha sT twa vao chiéec ghé dau. “vu nay dang 13 bi kich, du xét tir gdc dd ndo. Vg
vira mdi chét, con gai doc nhat lai bi xe dién dam.”

“Néu dung theo 10i ciu 1a xe dién, chay 4au,” vién thanh tra chinh lai, “thi Richard
warwick chang phai da bi két 4n giét ngudi hay sao? it ra cling bi phat theo lut giao
thong. Pang nay dén bang lai cling khong bi thu.” Ong ta luc trong va ly, 14y ra khau sing
13 hung khi giét nguoi.

“Lic ndo chang cé ké doi tra chi®,” ha s cadwallader noi.
do6i.’ Loi Shakespeare d6 a.”

vién thanh tra chang budn dng 1én ma chi tritng trirtng nhin tay canh sat tré. Mot
thodng sau, ngwoi ha si trd vé vdi thuc tai, ding 1én. “Dau ban tay trén mat ban,” vién
thanh tra vira néi vira di tdi bén chiéc ban, tay caAm khau sing, nhin xuéng mat ban. “cé
1€ nao...”

“C6 18 d6 1a khach nao d6 dén nha ching?” ha s Cadwallader gai y.

“C6 18 vay,” thanh tra dong y. “Nhung thay ba Warwick néi thi hdm qua khong cé
khach dén nha. Cai tay giip viéc - Angell - cé khi c6 thém diéu gi cho ta biét day. bi goi
6ng ta dén day cho t6i.”

“Vang, thua sép,” Cadwallader ndi roi budc ra.

con lai mét minh, vién thanh tra xda tay trai dp 1én mit ban, ctii xuéng ghé nhu thé
dang nhin vi khach v6 hinh ngoi dé. Ong ta dén bén clra, budc ra ngoai, nhin ngd hai bén.
Thanh tra xem xét k§ 6 khda clra ra vudn, thay tay ha si tré lai ciing véi Angell - ngudi
gillp viéc riéng cua Richard Warwick - thi cling budc vao trong phong. Angell Iic nay mac
40 khoac mau xam, so mi trang, ca-vat sAm mau, quan soc.

“Ong 1a Henry Angell?” thanh tra hoi.

“Vang, thua ong,” Angell dap.

“Ong ngodi xuodng kia di.”

Angell dén bén sofa ngdi xuéng. Thanh tra ndi tiép, “Thé ra ong lam giup viéc, la y ta
riéng cho 6ng Richchard Warwick - bao l1au réi nhi?”

“Thua, cling dé ba ndm rudi roi.” Angell cd vé binh than nhung ddi mat anh 1én diéu gi
do.

“Ong hai long vdi cong viéc chi?”

“Thua, rat hailong a,” Angell dap.

“Phuc vu ong Warwick dng thay thé nao?” thanh tra hoi.

“Da, 6ng ay kha kho tinh.”

“Nhung cling cé diém gi d6 t6t chir?”
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Thé gian nay nglp tran gia



“Thua, cd.” Angell thu nhan, “T6i dwoc tra lwong rat cao.”

“Thé 13 d b dap cho nhitng diéu phién toai ddng khong?” thanh tra héi van.

“Da. TOi dang c0 tich ldy mot chut.”

Vién thanh tra thd minh vao ghé banh, dit sung 1én chiéc ban bén canh. “Truéc khi
dén lam cho 6ng Warwick thi dng lam gi?”

“Cling kiéu viéc thé nay, thwa 6ng. Tdi cé thé cho dng xem gidy gidi thidu. Hy vong 6ng
thay nhitng cht cli déu hai long vé t6i. Nhitng chu cii - bénh nhan cii - cia toi cling kha
kho tinh, vi du nhw Pic ngai James Walliston. Gid ngai 4y da tw nguyén song & vién tam
than. Lam cho ngai ay rat kho, thwa dng.” Ong ta ha giong khi néi thém, “Nghién ma ty.”

“Pugc roi,” thanh tra ndi. “Ong Warwick khong nghién chit nhi?”

“Khong, thura ong. Ong Warwick chi udong rwgu thoi.”

“Nhung uong nhiéu chir?” thanh tra hdi thém.

“Thua, ddng vay. Ong dy tiu luong 16n, nhung khong phai dang con nghién. Chic 6ng
hiéu y t6i. Khong cé biéu hién xau ndo ca.”

vién thanh tra dirng mét ltc roi hai tiép, “Con vé sting dng nay thi sao - ban thu vat
a?”

“A, d6 12 s@& thich cia 6ng 4y, thua dng. Trong nghé chtng tdi goi 1a sy bu dap. Ong dy
trude day l1a tho san c6 hang, theo t6i biét 13 thé. Trong phong ngh ong ay cé cd kho
sung.” Ong ta hat dau vé phia may phong con lai trong nha. “Sing trwong, sing hoi, sung
luc, con xoay.”

“T6i hiéu r6i,” thanh tra néi. “Ong xem qua khiu nay xem thé nao.”

Angell ding 1én, budc vé phia chiéc ban, réi ngdp ngirng. “Khdéng sao dau,” thanh tra
dong vién, “Ong c cAm lén, khong d&nh huwéng gi.”

Angell tir tir cAm khAiu sdng 1én. “Ong cé nhan ra khdng?” thanh tra héi.

“Cling kho noéi, thua 6ng. Trong thi giong sung ctia 6ng Warwick, cé diéu toi dau biét
nhidu vé vii khi dau. Téi khong thé doan chic 12 t8i qua 6ng y dé khau ndo trén ban bén
canh.”

“Chang 18 dng ta khong dé cing mot khau hang dém hay sao?”

“0, khong a. Ong dy thich kiéu khac. Mdi hom mot khiu.” Angell dwa khiu sung lai
cho vién thanh tra.

“Ong ta cin sung lam gi t6i hdm qua khi swong mu thé?”

“Théi quen thoi, thua ong. Ong ay quen nhu thé roi, ndi thé cling duwoc a.”

“pugc roi. Ong ngdi xuong di.”

Angell ngbi xudng ghé sofa. Vién thanh tra xem ki nong sung roi hoi tiép, “Ong nhin
thay ong Warwick 1an cudi khi nao?”

“Khodng mudi gid kém mudi lam t6i hom qua, thua 6ng. Ong Ay lic d6 cé dé trén banh
mdt chai rwgu va mot cai ly, mot khau sing 6ng 4y chon tir trwdc. To6i thu xép cho 6ng Ay
xong mdi chao dé di ngh.”



“Ong ay khong vé giwong hay sao?” thanh tra hoi.

“Thua, khong a. Néu 6ng ndi vé giwdng nga thi khong. Ong y ngua tai xe ldn ludn. Sau
gi® sang thi tdi mang tra dén, ddy 6ng ay vao phong ngli - trong dé cé chd tam ludn - dé
6ng ay vé sinh, cao rau, roi dng ay s& ngu dén gid an trua. Toi thay dng Ay bi bénh mat
ng budi dém, thé nén dng 4y thich ngdi trén xe ludn. Ong Ay 13 ngudi khd hanh.”

“Khi 6ng di thi cra ra vron c6 dong khong?”

“Co dong. TOi qua, bén ngoai swong mu nhiéu, 6ng ay khéong mudn swong tran vao
trong nha.”

“Hiéu roi. TOm lai ctra déng, c6 khéa khdng?”

“Thwa khong. Ctra d6 khong khoa bao gio.”

“Nghia 1a néu mudn thi 6ng ta mé duwoc ngay?”

“puing vay a. Ong 4y ngdi xe 1an ma. Ong Ay cé thé 1in tdi bén clfa, m& ra néu troi
quang dang.”

“pugc roi.” Thanh tra suy nghi mot lic réi héi. “Toi qua ong cé nghe thay tiéng sing
khong?”

“Khong, thura 6ng,” Angell dap.

Thanh tra budc dén bén sofa, nhin xudng mit Angell. “Nhu thé chang phai la 1am hay
sao?”

“Khong, khong la dau, thwa 6ng. Phong cta tdi cach cling mot quang. bi hét hanh lang,
qua mdt cai cra day cop dang kia ngdi nha.”

“Thé lic can goi 6ng thi 6ng cht1 khong thay kho khan hay sao?”

“Thua khong,” Angell dap. “Ong ay c¢6 nodi chudng vao phong t6i ma.”

“T6i qua 6ng ay khong bam chuoéng lan nao?”

“Thua khong,” Angell 13p lai. “Néu cé bam thi t6i day ngay 1ap tic. Chudng dé tiéng to
1am, thua 6ng.”

Thanh tra Thomas ti ngudi xudng tay ghé sofa dé tiép cin Angell theo mdt hudng
khac.

“Thé 0ng ... ” vién thanh tra noi véi giong dang c6 kiém ché thi bi tiéng chudng dién
thoai chen vao. Ong chd& cho ha si Cadwallader dén tra 10i nhung tay ha si lai cé vé nhu
dang mo mong, mdi dang 1Am nham nhitng dong tho nao dé. Chot nhan ra thanh tra
dang nhin minh cham cham va dién thoai dang réo goi, ha si bat day, “Xin 15i sép, tho
dang hay qua.” Anh ta voi budc t&i cho ban dién thoai. “Ha s cadwallader day.” Nghe dau
bén kia ndi xong, anh ta quay sang thanh tra, “Canh sat Norwich, thua sép.”

Thanh tra Thomas cAm 14y dién thoai tir Cadwallader, ngoi xuong ghé. “Ong day ha,
Edmundson? Thomas day... Thé &, tOt r6i... Phai... Calgary, phai... phai diy. bung la
ngudi co. Chét khi ndo? Hai thang trudc 42..... TOi hiéu roi. S6 18, pho 34, Calgary.” Thanh
tra khé chiu nhin Cadwallader, ra hiéu ghi lai dia chi. “O thé 47 .... Néi chdm théi.” Ong lai
nhin tay ha si. “Chiéu cao trung binh,” 6ng nhac lai. “Mat xanh, téc sAm, cé dé rau... Phai,



ong cé nhé vu do... Loai ngudi dé bot phat? ... Roi ... Ong dang g&i ludn roi? Tt 1Am. CAm
on 6ng, Edmundson. Cho tdi biét dng nghi thé nao?... A, tdi biét 1a két qua thé nao ma,
nhung ban than ong thi thiy sao? .... A, ra vay.... M0t hai lan trwdc khi.... Tat nhién roi.
Cam on 6ng.”

Thanh tra dat dién thoai xudng réi ndi véi ha si, “Co tin vé tay MacGregor. C6 vé nhu
sau khi vo chét thi tay nay tir Canada trd vé Anh sdng, dé lai dta con cho ba cd bén vg
sdng & North Walsham vi gd mdi kiém dugc viée & Alaska, khong mang thang bé theo
dwoc. Cai chét ctia dira bé khién ga phat khung, thé sé trd thu Warwick. May truong hop
thé nay cling khong co gi la ca. Ga lai quay vé Canada. P3 c6 dia chi cia gd. Nguwoi ctia ta
sé danh dién sang hoi bén Calgary. Ba c0 trong con cho gi ciing vira mdi mat hai thang
trudc.” Chot 6ng quay sang héi Angell. “Thoi gian d6 cling cling cé mat dung khong
Angell? Vu tai nan ddm xe & North Walsham, chet chét thang bé.”

“Thua dng, c6,” Angell d4p. “Tdi con nhd rd 1Am.”

vién thanh tra dng ngay day, tdi bén ngudi giip viéc. Thay cai ghé dé trong, ha si
Cadwaller lién chop 14y co hoi ngdi nghi chan. “Cu thé thé ndo?” thanh tra héi Angell.
“Ong ké lai cho t6i nghe.”

“Ong Warwick lic dd dang chay xe trén dudng cai thi cd mot thang bé tir mdt cin nha
lao ra,” Angel ké. “Hinh nhu d6 13 quan ruou thi phai, tdi nhé 13 thé. Lic d6 thi khong thé
dirng kip dwoc nén 6ng Warwick chua kip phan @ng thi da chet qua né mat roi.”

“Luc d6é dang di nhanh a?” thanh tra hai.

“0, khong, thua 6ng. Trong budi s tham da 1am rd viéc nay roi a. Ong Warwick ldc dé
chay & téc do cho phép.”

“T6i biét nguwdi ta ndi nhu thé,” thanh tra binh luin.

“puing 1a nhu thé dd a,” Angell khang dinh. “y t4 Warburton - y ta cla éng Warwick lic
do - cling ngodi trong xe, cling nhan dinh nhu vy ma.”

Thanh tra buwdc qua mot dau ghé sofa. “Luc do c6 ta tinh cd nhin vao dong ho tdc do
hay sao?”

“T6i nght 1a ¢é nhin vao dong ho toc do,” Angell tra 16i khéng chut vap vap. “Co ay uéc
tinh xe chay tAm hai mwoi dén hai muoi 1dm dim mot gid. Ong Warwick duge tha bong.”

“Nhung bo thang bé khong dong y?” thanh tra héi.

“T6i nghi chuyén d6 cling tw nhién thoi, thwa 6ng,” Angell binh pham.

“Treedc dé 6ng Warwick c6 uong rwgu khong?”

Angell né cau tra 10i. “Hinh nhw 6ng ay cé uong mot ly so-ri, thwa dng.” Hai ngudi nhin
nhau, sau dé thanh tra Thomas budc tdi ctra ra vieon, 1ay khan tay ra xi mii. “Tam thoi
thé 1a da roi,” 6ng noi vdi Angell.

Angell ding 1én, budc dén cra. Sau mot chat lwdng Iw, 6ng ta quay lai ndi, “Ong cho toi
héi, cd phai 6ng Warwick bi ban bang sing ctia dng ay khong?”

Thanh tra quay lai. “Cai d6 con phai tim hiéu d3. Ké ban 6ng ta d3 va phai éng



Starkwedder lic dé dang mo vao nha dé nhd gitp kéo xe bi ket ra khoi ranh. Luc va
cham, ngudi kia 1am roi khau sing. Ong Starkwedder nhit 1én - 13 khiu nay.” Thanh tra
tré khau sting nam trén ban.

“Ra vay. Cam on 0ng.” Angel ndi xong lién quay lung di ra ctra.

“Ma nay,” thanh tra ndi thém, “hdm qua nha cé khach dén khong? T6i hdm qua ay?”

Angell khung lai mot chut réi liéc nhanh vé phia thanh tra. “Ldc nay... t6i khéng nhé
1a c6 ngwoi tdi, thwa 6ng.” Ong ta di ra, déng ctra lai.

Thanh tra Thomas quay lai chiéc ban. “Néu cdu mudén hdi,” thanh tra ndi nho vdi ha
s, “thi toi ndi ludn 14 tay nay khd choi day. Khé nan dugc con ngudi ndy. T6i khong thich
thé.”

“TOi cling dong y vdi sép. Tay nay khong dang tin chit nao.” Gidt minh thay sép dang
ding, minh dang ngbi, Cadwallader bat gidy.

vién thanh tra cAm 14y cudn sb ghi chép Cadwallader dua, vira doc vira ndi, “khong
biét tay Angell nay con gidu chuyén gi vé t6i hdm qua khdéng nita.” Roi chot 6ng hoi
Cadwallader, “Cau viét gi thé nay? ‘Thang muwoi mot troi swong, Thang mwoi hai troi
nang.’ Lai tho Keats a?”

“Khong a,” ha situ hao dap. “Caa Cadwallader.”
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Thanh tra quing quyén s trd lai cho Cadwallader diing ltic cira mé roi cd Bennett di vao,
khép ctra can than. “Thanh tra,” c6 ndi, “bd Warwick muén gap 6ng. B 4y dang hoi khé &
mot chat.” €6 voi nodi thém, “Y toi 1a cu ba Warwick, me cda Richard. Cu khong chiu nhan
nhung t6i thay sic khée cu khong tot, nén 6ng nén nhe nhang vdi cu. Ong tiép cu dugc
khong?”

“Tat nhién r6i,” thanh tra dap. “c6 moi cu vao day.”

CO6 Bennett ra md cwa, ra hiéu cho cu ba Warwick vao. “Khong phién gi dau, cu
Warwick,” c6 quan gia tran an ba gia roi budc ra, khép cira lai.

“Chdo cuy,” thanh tra néi. BA Warwick khong dap lai 161 chdo ma di thang vao van dé.
“Thanh tra ndi cho to6i biét,” ba ndi nhu ra 1énh, “tién d6 dén dau roi?”

“Noi vé chuyén do ldc nay con hoi sédm, thwa cu,” 6ng tra 161, “nhung cu c¥ an tam la
chung t6i dang lam hét sitc minh.”

Ba Warwick ngdi xudng ghé sofa, dé cai gy chdng ti vao tay. “Vé cai tay MacGregor,” ba
héi, “han c6 mat & khu vue ndy gan day khong? C6 ai thay han khong?”

“Chting t6i dang diéu tra viéc dé roi,” thanh tra ndi cho ba rd. “Nhung chwa thay bao ¢
nguoila nao & khu vuc nay ca.”

“Thang bé tdi nghiép dé,” bA Warwick néi tiép, “thang bé bi Richard chet 4y, t6i nghi né
da 1am bd ndé mat tri roi. Ngudi ta ndi vdi toi lic dé bo né rat hting ho, rat dit ton. €4 thé
dé cling 12 ty nhién. Nhwng hai nam roi. That khong thé tin duoc.”

“pung vay,” thanh tra théng nhat, “cé vé 1a chd doi cling 1au day.”

“Ong ta c6 mau nguwoi Scot trong minh m3a,” ba Warwick trdm tuw. “Mang ho
MacGregor. Kién nhan, chd doi. Ngudi Scot.”

“pung la ban chat ctia ho,” ha si Cadwallader ndi todng 1én, dudng nhuw quén mat
minh dang & dau, nghi gi ndi ndy, ” ‘Khi ngwoi Scot ding 1én, con cd gi cdn dugc...’,” anh
ta dinh ngdm tiép thi bi &nh nhin bat binh, sic lanh cia thanh tra can tré.

“Con trai cu khong nhan duwgc cdnh cdo nao trwoc a?” thanh tra Thomas hai ba
Warwick. “Khong c6 thu de doa hay dai loai nhw thé?”

“Khong, chac khong cé dau. Néu cd thi Richard da néi roi, dd cuwdi nhao 13 dang khac.”

“Ong 4y han khong coi chuyén d6 13 nghiém tdc?” thanh tra hoi lai.

“Richard ludn cuwdi nhao nhitng diéu nguy hiém,” bd Warwick tu hdo vé con trai.

“Sau vu tai nan,” thanh tra nodi tiép, “con trai cu cé béi thuwong gi cho bd dia bé
khong?”

“DI nhién,” ba Warwick ndi. “Richard dau phai hang ngudi ti tién. Nhung bi tir choi. Tu
chdi thang thirng ay.”

“Han roi,” thanh tra 1dm bam.



“Theo t0i biét thi vg ciia MacGregor cling dd mat roi,” ba Warwick hoi tuwéng. “Ong ta
chi con cé thang bé trén thé gidi nay. bung 14 bi kich.”

“Nhung theo cu nghi thi cé phai d6 13 18i cia con trai cu khong?” thanh tra héi. Khi
thay ba Warwick khong tra 1oi, 6ng héi lai, “T6i néi... khong phai 10i cia con trai cu sao?”

Ba Warwick van ling yén mot liic rdi ndi, “T6i nghe dng néi ma.”

“Cu thay thé khong dung?” thanh tra gang héi.

Ba Warwick quay ngudi di, cd vé xau hd, tay bau vao dém ghé. “Richard udng nhiéu
1am,” cudi cing ba cling néi. “Tat nhién hdm dé né cling uéng nita.”

“MOt ly so-ri?” thanh tra héi luon.

“Mot ly so-ri!l” bd Warwick nhic lai kém theo mot tiéng cudi cay dang. “N6 d3 udng rat
nhiéu. Pa udng... radt nhiéu. Cai binh dang kia...” BA chi cai binh dit trén ban gin ghé
banh. “C budi t6i 1a binh d4 lai dwgc d6 day rwgu, dén sang 13 lai chang con gi.”

Ngbi trén ghé diu, d6i mat vdi ba warwick, thanh tra néi thip giong, “Cu cé nghi con
trai cu phai chiu trach nhiém vé tai nan dé khéng?”

“Tat nhién né phai chiu réi. C6 bao gid tdi nghi ngd chuyén dé dau.”

“Nhwng 6ng dy da duoc tda tha bong,” thanh tra ndi.

Ba Warwick cuwoi. “Cai ¢d y ta ngobi trong xe tén 1a gi nhi? Warburton ding khong nhi?”
BA cudi khdy. “Co ta that 1a ngu ngdc, tan tAm tan luc vdi Richard. Chac Richard ciing
quang cho c6 ta mdt cuc tién to dé mua 15i chitng dé.”

“Cu biét cé chuyén dé that?” thanh tra danh thép hoi.

Ba Warwick dap lai bang mdt giong cling khong kém, “T6i khdong biét gi cd, nhung tdi
biét tu rut ra két luan.”

Thanh tra chuyén qua ché ha si Cadwallader xem lai ndi dung anh nay ghi chép, con
ba Warwick van néi tiép. “To6i néi that véi ong ddy. Ong mudn su that con gi. Chang phai
ong mudn doan chic 13 cé du déng cd giét nguwdi tir phia bd thang bé toi nghiép hay sao
chit! Theo tdi thi cé ddy. €6 diéu 12 da bao l1au nay roi...” giong ba nhé dan rdi yén han.

Thanh tra rdi mat khoi quyén s, ngang 1én héi, “Toi qua cu cd nghe thay gi la khong?”

“T6i hoi lang tai,” ba Warwick ndi ludn. “pén khi thdy moi ngudi ndi 6n ao, di qua lai
cra phong thi to6i mdi biét c¢é chuyén. Tdi xudng day thi thang Jan bao, ‘Richard bi ban.
Richard bi ban.’ Luc dau toi tudng...” ba 14y tay chuii mat, “tdi con twdng 1 né dua ca.”

“Jan la con trai it ctia cu?”

“Khdéng phai con tdi,” bd Warwick néi, bat gdp dnh mat ctia thanh tra, ba giai thich
thém, “T6i ly di cling nhiéu nam roéi. Chong toi di thém budc nita. Jan 13 con riéng cua
ong ay.” Ba dirng lai rdi tiép. “Cling cd vé phitc tap diy chit. Khi bd me né mat, né chuyén
dén day &. Richard va Laura lic d6 ciing méi cwdi. Laura quy thang em khac me cda
Richard, doi x v4i né nhu em rudt vay.”

Thay ba dung lai 1ay hoi, thanh tra lién chdp 14y co hdi huéng ba vé cha dé Richard
Warwick. “T6i hiéu rdi,” dng ndi, “nhung vé phan Richard...”



“TOi yéu con trai toi, thanh tra,” ba Warwick néi, “nhuwng tdi khéng mu quang dén
muc khong thdy 16i 1am ctia né. Cling phan 1én vi vu tai nan ma né mdi bi tan phé nhw
thé. Trwdc dé nd luc nao ciing kiéu ngao, thich phong khodng, nén khi phai séng mot
cudc doi tan phé qua 1a cuc hinh vdi nd. Chuyén doé - t6i ndi that - khong lam cho nd tot
tinh Ién.”

“T6i hiéu,” thanh tra néi. “Cu cé thay hén nhan ctia con trai cu vién man khong?”

“T6i khong biét gi vé chuyén dd.” Ba Warwick to 16 y dinh khong mudn ndi thém vé
cht dé nay. “Ong con muon biét diéu gi nita khong, thanh tra?”

“Khdng, cdm on cy,” thanh tra Thomas néi. “Nhwng xin phép cu cho t6i trao doi vai 15i
vdi cO Bennet.”

Ba Warwick ditng day, ha si Cadwallader ra mé& ctra cho ba. “Ong ¢ tu nhién,” ba ndi.
“¢’day chung toi goi Bennett 1a Benny. CO dy gitip dng dwoc nhiéu diy. Rat thuc té va hiéu
qua.”

“C6 ay 1am cho cu 1au chua?” thanh tra hoi.

“Nhiéu nam roi, 1du roi. Chdm sdc cho Jan tir khi nd con bé, trwdc dé cling giup ca
Richard nita. That ra ma ndi thi c6 4y cham sdc tat cad moi ngudi & day. Benny trung
thanh 1dm.” Gat dAu cAm on nguwdi ha si, ba ra khoi phong.



S

Ha si Cadwallader dong ctra, dirng duva lung vao d6 nhin thanh tra. “Tém lai Richard
Warwick 1a sdu rucgu. Thua sép, toi cling tirng nghe nguwoi ta ndi thé roi. Ca vé may vu
sung 6ng trong nha nita. Pau dc ciing c6 van dé.”

“Cé thé 1am,” thanh tra dap cut lan.

pién thoai kéu. Y bao ha si ra nhic may, thanh tra nhin anh ta diy an y, nhung
Cadwallader da chuii mat vao quyén so ghi phép, budc dén ngdi thoai mai vao ghé banh,
hién nhién d3 khong dé y dén tiéng chudng. Thiy tam tri ctia ngudi ha si da khong con &
trong phong ma dang bay bong 1am tho, vién thanh tra th& dai budc dén bén ban, nhic
6ng nghe 1én.

“A-10,” 6ng ndi. “Phai, noi di.... Starwedder dén r6i? Lay diu tay chwa?... Tot... Phai, bao
6ng ta doi.... Phai, khoang nra gi® nita toi vé tdi... phai, tdi muon hdi 6ng ta vai cau...
Chao.”

Khi thanh tra néi gan xong ciu chuyén trén dién thoai thi Bennett budc vao phong,
ding chd canh cra. Thay c6 vao, ha sT cadwallader nhém dAy khoi ghé, vong ra phia sau
ding. CO6 Bennett td vé ban khoan, hoi thanh tra, “Ong muon hoi gi téi ding khong? Sang
nay tdi cd nhiéu viéc phailam 1am.”

“puing day, cd Bennet,” thanh tra ddp. “T6i mudn nghe c6 ké vé vu chet xe thang bé §
Norfolk.”

“Thang bé nhi MacGregor?”

“Phai, thang bé nha MacGregor. T6i qua thiy bao cd nhé ra cai tén nay rat nhanh.”

Bennett khép ctra lai r6i ndi, “puing, t6i nhd tén rat gioi.”

Thanh tra tiép 151, “Chac su kién d6 ciing gy cho cd khdng it 4n twgng. Nhuwng ldc dé
c6 khong ngobi trong xe, ding khong?”

Bennett ngbi xuong ghé sofa. “Khong, khong. T6i khong c6 mat trong xe, ma la coy ta
ctia ong Warwick lic dé. Y ta Warburton.”

“Cd cé du budi so tham khdng?” thanh tra hoi.

“Khdéng. Nhung Richard cd ké lai khi vé. Ong 4y néi 1a cha thang bé doa 6ng 4y, bao 1
s& tra lai hét. TAt nhién ching t6i ldc dd khong coi chuyén d6 1a nghiém trong 1am.”

Thanh tra Thomas lai gan cd. “An tuong cu thé ctia cd vé tai nan dé nhw thé nao?”

“T6i khong hiéu y 6ng.”

Thanh tra danh mot vai gidy quan sat ngudi phu nit. “Y toi 1a ¢ cd nghi tai nan xay ra
1a vi ong Warwick uong say hay khong?”

Co phéy tay gat di. “Chac ba cu ndi véi 6ng thé ch gl. Ong khong nén tin vao moi didu
ba 4y ndi dau. Ba iy rat cé thanh kién vdi regu. Chong ba iy - cha ctia Richard ay - cling
nghién ruwgu.”



“vay cd cho rang,” thanh tra goi v, “15i khai ctia Richard Warwick 13 dung su thuc,
nghia 13 6ng 4y lai xe & t6c d6 cho phép, rang vu tai nan d6 1a khong thé tranh dwgc?”

“T6i khong thay ¢ 1y nao cho thay dé khong phai 13 su thuc,” Bennett khang khing
gilt v kién. “Y ta Warburton da chitng thuc 10i d6.”

“LOi Oy td ndila ddng tin?”

Dudng nhu nghi rang bi coi thudng vé vi tri, nghé nghiép cia minh, cd bat lai, “Téi hy
vong nhu vay. VJi lai nguoi ta dau cé tuw nhién ma di ndi déi - nhat 1a vé nhitng viéc nhw
vay. C6 dung khong?”

Ha si Cadwallader tir ndy cé theo d&i cudc thAm van, ndi chen vao, “0, khong bao gio.
C(t theo 101 ngudi ta ndi Ay thi han cd s& di téi két luan 12 ngwdi ta khong nhitng chay xe &
tdc d0 cho phép ma con di lui nira ay.”

Khé chiu vi bi gidn doan, thanh tra tit tir quay sang I mat nhin ha si. Ban than
Bennett cling c6 chut ngac nhién vé ngudi thanh nién ndy. Xau hd qua, Cadwallader lai
vuc mat vao quyén so, con thanh tra quay vé véi cd Bennett. “biéu tdi rit ra dugc 1a thé
nay,” dng ndi, “khi nguoi ta cau gidn va ciang thang thi ngudi ta dé dang de doa ngudi da
gdy ra tai nan lam chét con minh. Nhung khi da binh tinh trd lai, néu dung moi viéc xay
ra nhu 16i ndi, thi 6ng ta han dd nhan ra rang tai nan xay ra khong phai 16i ctia Richard
Warwick.”

“0,” Bennett noi, “tdi hiéu y 6ng roi.”

Thanh tra chdm rai budc trong phong khi néi ti€p, “Trong trudng hop xe dang lao di
nhanh khting khiép - néu nhu xe dang ngoai tAm kiém soat -

“Laura néi véi ong thé sao?” Bennett ngat 101i.

Thanh tra quay lai nhin c6, kha nhac nhién khi c6 dé cip téi vo ctia ngudi da khuat.
“Sao c6 lai nghila ba ay nodi vdi tdi nhw vay?”

“TOi cling khong biét,” Bennett tra 104, “toi tu hoi vay thoi.” Boi rdi, cd nhin dong ho deo
tay. “Nhu vay da xong chua?” c6 héi. “T6i dang ban nhiéu viéc qua.”

CO budc tdi ctra, md ra dinh di thi thanh tra ndi, “Cé 1€ t6i nén ndi chuyén vdi Jan mot
ltc, néu c6 khong phién.”

Bennett xoay ngudi lai, vAn & ngudng cira, “O, sang nay cau 4y con rat xuc dong,” cd
noi, trong giong cé diéu gi dé buc boi. “Toi rat cdm kich néu 6ng khong ndi chuyén vdi cau
ay - khoi lai moi viéc. T6i vira mdi giip cau ay binh tinh dugc.”

“Rat tiéc 1a to6i budc phai hoi ciu ay vai ciu,” thanh tra khong nhwong bo.

Bennett khép ca lai r6i quay trd lai can phong. “Sao ong khong di tim cai 6ng
MacGregor ma héi? Chac 13 chwa chay xa dugc dau.”

“Ching toi sé tim dugc. C6 dirng ¢ lo,” thanh tra noi.

“Hy vong la thé,” Bennett ndi. “Chac chan 13 trd thi. Chia dau cé day thé.”

“bting ddy,” thanh tra dong y, néi thém, “nhat 13 khi vu tai nan dé chang phai 1a 15i
clla 6ng Warwick nha ta, ma ciing chang thé tranh dwgc co ma.”



Bennett tron mat nhin éng. vai khac trdi qua, thanh tra néi lai, “Téi muoén ndi chuyén
vdi Jan.”

“Khong biét t6i c6 tim dugc cdu ay hay khong nita,” Bennett ndi. “C6 khi ciu ay ra
ngoai mat roi.”

Sau khi ¢6 nhanh chdéng roi phong, thanh tra hat dau vé phia ctra ra hiéu cho ha si
Cadwallader, nguroi ha si1ap tic di theo co.

O’ ngoai hanh lang, Bennett ndi véi Cadwallader. “Anh khéng duwoc lam phién ciu ay,”
cd ndi. €6 lai buwdc vao trong phong. “Ong khong dugc 1am ciu 4y lo 1ang,” ¢d nhu ra lénh
cho thanh tra. “Ciu 4y rat dé - m4t binh tinh. Hay xdc ddng, boc dong.”

Thanh tra quan sat c6 trong yén lang roi hoi, “Cau ta c6 hay bao luc khong?”

“Khong, tat nhién 1a khong. Cau 4y tinh cam 1am, hién 13m, dé bao. Tdi chi mudn 6ng
dirng 1am ciu 4y buodn long, nhu thé khong tét cho tré em, nhat 1a may viéc vé 4n mang.
Cau 4y 1a nhu thé, van nhu tré con.”

Thanh tra ngdi xudéng ghé canh ban. “cd dau phai lo 1ang 1am g, cd Bennett. Chuyén dé
t6i ddm bao cho cd.” Ong tran an, “Chdng t6i hiéu tinh hinh ma.”
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Lic d6 vira hay ha si cadwallader dua Jan vao, ciu ta chay ngay t&i chd vién thanh tra.
“Ong can toi 4?” cAu ta sung swdng hoi twéng 1én. “Pa bat dwge han chwa? Trén ngudi cd
mau khong?”

“T{r tir d4, Jan,” Bennett nhac. “CAu phai ngoan ch®. Tra 15i cAu héi cia ngai day 1a
dugc roi.”

Jan rang rd quay lai nhin Bennett, r6i lai nhin thanh tra, “Toi s€ tra 10i,” ciu ta ha.
“Nhung khong duge hoi gi ding khong a?”

“Tat nhién 1a duwgc hoi ch®,” thanh tra vudt ve ciu ta.

Bennett ngdi xuong sofa, “Tdi chd & day khi dng néi chuyén véi ciu ay.”

Thanh tra lién ding 1én, ra m& c¥a moi, “Khdng can diu, cd Bennett. Chung tdi hoi
xong co roi. Ma ndy c6 bao c6 ban con gi.”

“T0i ¢'lai cling duoc,” co ndi.

“TOi rat 1ay lam tiéc.” Giong thanh tra da danh lai. “Ching téi chi muodn tiép chuyén
tirng nguw'di mot.”

Bennett nhin thanh tra Thomas roi nhin ha si Cadwallader, thay rd 1a that thé, co ra
vé khé chiu r6i ra khéi phong. Thanh tra lién déng cira, con vién ha sT vé vi tri chuin bi
ghi chép. Thanh tra ngbi xuéng sofa. “Ta nghi,” dng ndi véi Jan, “la cdu chwa bao gio cé
lién quan tdi an mang dang khong?”

“Chua, chura a,” Jan hao hing dap. “That 1a hoi hop nhi.” Cau ta dua vao ghé hoi, “Ong
d3 tim thay bang chitng chwa - diu tay hay vét mau du?”

“Cau cd vé quan tam tdi mau day,” thanh tra cwdi nhan xét.

“pung a,” Jan d4p nho vé quan trong. “T6i thich mau, mau mau dep 1am. Mau dé tuoi.”
NG gid’ cling ngdi xudng ghé, tim tim cudi. “Richard ban nhiéu thit 1am, may con vat dé
hay chay mdau. Budn cudi nhi. Richard toan di bAn ma gid lai bi ban. Ong cé thiy budn
cwoi khong?”

Thanh tra trAm giong, kho khan tra 1i, “Cting c6 thé cé khia canh hai hwéc ndo d4.”
DUng lai, 6ng hdi tiép, “Cau cé budn khi anh - anh khac me - chét khong?”

“Budn?” Jan ngac nhién. “vVi Richard chét? Sao lai phai buén?”

“A, ta dodn cAu chic ... chic rit quy anh trai,” thanh tra goi v.

“Quy cai gi ch®,” Jan hét 1én nhu thé gdp chuyén qua nhac nhién. “Quy Richard? LAm
gi cd ai quy ndi Richard.”

“ft ra cling c6 vg quy ch®,” thanh tra nhoéi thém.

Vé ngac nhién lai hién trén mat Jan, “Laura? Khong diu. Chi ay ding vé phe t6i.”

“Phe ciu a?” thanh tra hoi. “Thé nghia la sao?”

POt nhién Jan cé vé sg sét. “bung day,” ciu ta lai hét 1én, “khi Richard muo6n dua toi di



khoi day.”

“PDurra di?” hoi nhe nhang.

“pén mAy chd dd,” cau bé giai thich. “May chd nguwdi ta nhot ong lai dy, khong ra dugc
dau. Richard bao Laura thinh thoang sé dén tham.” Jan hoi run mot chut, roi cu ta ding
day, lui bwdc khéi thanh tra, nhin sang ha si cadwallader. “Téi khéng mudn bi nhot dau,”
cAu ta noi, giong run ray. “Tdi ghét bi nhét 1am.”

N6 ditng & bén cira ra vuon, nhin ra ngoai. “T6i thich & chd rong co. C6 cira s6 rong, cd
cta rong dé ra cho dé.” N6 quay lai trong phong, “Nhung gid thi khong ai nhot dugc t6i
nira roi, dung khong?”

Thanh tra tran an ndi, “khong, ta khong thay ai cd thé Iam thé.”

“Gid thi Richard chét r6i ma,” Jan néi thém ra diéu thich thd.

Thanh tra ding 1én, di quanh ghé sofa. “Vay ra Richard mudn ciu bi nhot a?” 6ng hoi.

“Chi Laura bdo anh 4y mudn tréu thoi,” Jan néi. “Chi ay bao chi 13 dua, khong sao c3,
bao 13 chi 4y con & day thi chi Ay s& khong dé tdi bi nhot dau.” N6 dén ti han vao tay ghé
banh. “Téi quy chi Laura 1am,” ciu ta ndi tiép. “Quy 1am dy. & véi chi dy rat thich. bi bat
budm ndy, di tim trng chim nita. Nhiéu trd 1am. Chaoi bai Bezique. Ong biét trdo dé
khong? Hay 1am. Trd ‘Hang xém an xin’ nita. Nhiéu 1am.”

Thanh tra cling dén ti vao tay ghé con lai. Giong 6ng liic nay rat nhe nhang, “Ta nghi
ciu chang nhd duwgc gl vé vu tai nan hdi cAu cdn sdng & Norfolk, ding khdng? Cé dira bé
bi chet ay.”

“Nhd, nhé chit,” Jan sung sudng tra 10i. “Richard phai ra toa ma.”

“A, dung roi dé. Cau con nhd gi nita khong?” thanh tra khich 1é ciu ta.

“Hom dé budi tra &n ci hdi,” Jan ndi ngay. “Richard véi warby di vé ciing nhau.
Warby cé vé ué odi con Richard thi cudi.”

“Warby?” thanh tra hoi. “La y ta Warburton?”

“pung Warby day. Toi cha thich ba dy. Nhung Richard hom day vui nén c 1ai nhai,
‘Dién hay 1am, Warby.”

BOng cra bat mé&, Laura Warwick xuét hién. Ha si Cadwallader budc tdi chan lai, con
Jan goi to, “Chao chi Laura.”

“T6i dén khong dung lic a?” Laura hoi thanh tra.

“Khong phai thé, ba Warwick,” 6ng ndi. “Ba ngdi xuong di.”

Laura di han vao phong dé ha st déng ctra lai. “Jan... thang Jan...?” Laura ngap ngung.

“Tdi dang héi cAu 4y mAy cAu thdi,” thanh tra giai thich, “dé xem ciu iy nhé duac gi
vé vu tai nan cta thang bé & Norfolk. Thang bé nha MacGregor.”

Laura ngbi xudng mot bén ghé sofa. “Em cé nh§ khong, Jan?”

“Em nhd ch,” Jan dap day hing khdi. “Cai gi em cha nhd.” N6 quay lai ndi véi thanh
tra. “T6i ndi cho 6ng réi ma.”

Thanh tra khong dap 10i cau ta ma buwdc chdm tdi ghé sofa, hudng vé Laura Warwick



hoi, “Ba biét nhitng gi vé vu tai nan do, b Warwick? Bita trra hom dé moi ngudi c6 ban
vé chuyén do6 khong, sau khi chong ba tir toa vé ay?”

“Toi khong nhd dau,” Laura ndi ngay.

Jan vung ding 1én, dén chd chi dau. “Chi cé nhé ma, Laura,” cau ta nhic. “Chang phai
Richard bao 13 ‘thém hay bét mdt thang nhéc thi thé gidi ndy cé khac gi dau.”

Laura dirng day, ndi vdi thanh tra, “Xin ong...”

“Co gi dau, ba Warwick,” thanh tra Thomas ndi nhe nhang. “Chuyén dé Itic nay quan
trong, ching toi cAn biét sy’ that vé vu tai nan dé. Vdi lai cling c6 kha nang dé 13 ly do xay
ra chuyén t6i qua & day.”

“Phai, phai. Ti hiéu,” Laura th& dai.

“Theo 161 me chong ctia ba,” thanh tra ndi tiép, “thi choéng ba hém d6 c6 udng rucu
trudc khi 1ai xe.”

“TOi cling nghi 1 0ng ay cé udng,” Laura thd nhan. “Cling... cling cé gi khac thuong
dau.

Thanh tra ngbi xudng sofa. “Ba da bao gi¢ nhin thay 6ng MacGregor chwa?” 6ng hai.

“Chua,” Laura dap. “Toi dau cé dén toa.”

“Thay bdo 6ng ta mudn tra thu,” thanh tra nhan xét.

Laura cudi budn. “Chuyén dé han da tac ddng manh dén dau éc clia 6ng ay.”

Jan, lic d6 da bat dau kha kich ddéng, di dén bén canh hai ngudi. “Néu tdi cé ké thi,”
ciu ta ndi han hoc, “tdi s& 1am ddng nhw thé. T6i sé chd dgi that 1au, rdi nip trong béng
toi cing khiu sdng. Ri...” CAu ta ban cai ghé banh bang khau sing tudng twong. “Bang,
bang, bang.”

“Yén nao, Jan,” Laura lén giong vdi noi.

Jan chot cé vé budn, “Sao chi lai buc em, chi Laura?” cdu ta héi ding nhu tré con.

“pau c6,” Laura dd danh ciu ta. “Chi dau c6 buc. Nhwng dirng cé bi kich dong thé.”

“Em c0 bi kich dong dau.”
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Phia ngoai tién sanh, Bennett dirng buwdc dé chio Starkwedder cung mdt canh sat vira
mdi cung nhau tdi ngudng cira.

Starkwedder ndi, “Chao cd Bennett. Tdi dén gap thanh tra Thomas.”

Bennett khé& gt dau. “Chao 6ng - 6 - chao 6ng canh sat. Ho & trong thuw phong ay, ca
hai ngudi. T6i chang biét ho dang 1am gi nita.”

“Xin chao cd,” vién canh sat ndi. “T6i mang may th téi cho thanh tra, c6 1& ha si
Cadwallader nhan gitp cling duoc.”

“Chuyén gi thé?” Laura héi khi thay tiéng xdn xao bén ngoai.

Thanh tra ding 1én, di vé phia cra. “Hinh nhu 6ng Starwedder trd lai r6i.”

Khi Starwedder vao phong, ha si Cadwallader di ra tién sanh gdp vién canh sat, con
Jan thi ngoi thot 10m vao trong ghé, cham chu quan sat moi viéc.

Starkwedder néi ngay khi vao phong, “T6i khong cé thoi gian mai dé giay ca ngay &
don canh sat dau day. T6i da cho cac 6ng dau van tay, roi bao ho dwa toi tdi day. Toi con
viéc phai lam. HOm nay t6i can gip hai moi badn nha.” Gid mdi thay Laura & do,
Starkwedder noi tiép, “0, xin chao ba Warwick. Tdi rat tiéc vé chuyén budn ctia gia dinh.”

“Chao 6ng,” Laura dap vé xa la.

Thanh tra di dén ban canh ghé banh, hoi, “Téi qua, 6ng Starkwedder nay, 6ng c6 dat
tay 1én cai ban nay khong, dé 1ay thé day cra sé md ra chang han?”

Starkwedder ciing dén bén chiéc ban. “T6i cling khong biét nita. Ciing cé thé cd. cé
quan trong khong? Toi khong nhé dau.”

Ha si Cadwallader trd lai phong, tay cAm mot tap ho so. Pong cra xong, ha si lién téi
chd thanh tra, “Bao cdo sép, day la diu tay clia 6ng Starkwedder. Ngudi clia ta vira mang
tdi. Ca bdo cao dan dao.”

“A, dé€ xem,” thanh tra néi. “vién dan giét Richchard warwick rd rang dwgc ban ra tit
khiu sting nay. Con vé dau tay, dé xem ndo.” Ong ta dén bén ghé canh ban lam viéc roi
ngdi xem tai liéu, cdn ha sidi chuyén vé phia hoc tudng.

Jan, trwdc gid van cham cham quan sat Starkwedder, dit cau héi, “Ong vira tir Abadan
vé a? Abadan thé nao?”

“Nong.” Starkwedder chi dap c6 vay roi quay sang Laura, “HOm nay ba thay thé nao, ba
Wwarwick? b3 6n hon chua?”

“Khée hon réi, cAm on 6ng,” Laura dap. “Toi qua dwgc con soc roi.”

“TOt qud,” Starkwedder noi.

Thanh tra ding 1én tir Iic nao, gity da & chd Starkwedder dang ngdi trén ghé. “Diu tay
clla 6ng co trén ca sd, binh rwgu, coc rudu, bat Iira. Dau tay trén ban khong phai cta
6ng. Dau tay nay la cia nguwdi hoan toan chua xac dinh duwgc.” Ong nhin quanh phong,



noi tiép, “Thé 13 rd roi. Vi toi qua khong cé khach téi...?” ong nhin Laura.

“Khong cd,” Laura khang dinh.

“Thé nén dé han 1a ctta MacGregor,” thanh tra néi tiép.

“Ctia MacGregor u?” Starkwedder hoi, mat nhin Laura.

“Ong c6 vé ngac nhién w?” thanh tra hoi.

“Phai, cling cé ddi chut,” Starkwedder tht nhan. “Téi thi toi ¢t nghi dng ta han sé& phai
deo gang chit.”

Thanh tra gat dau, “Ong noéi dung. Ong ta da deo gang khi dung sung.”

“C6 cai va gl khong?” Starkwedder hoéi, hudng vé phia Laura. “Hay khong ai nghe thay
gl ngoai tiéng sung?”

Laura cd gang bat ra cAu tra 101, “Tdi... ching tdi... tdi v4i Benny - ching toi nghe thay
tiéng sing. O’trén gic kho nghe dugc gi dwdi nay 1am.”

Ha sT Cadwallader cho téi gid van dang chdm chd nhin ra vudn qua cai ca sé nho &
hoc phong, cé vé nhu thay ai dang di qua bai cd, lién di dén bén cva ra vu'on quan sat cho
rd. Vira lic dé cé mot ngudi dan 6ng sang stia, tam hon ba muoi tudi, tAm thudc, tdc
sang, mat xanh, c6 phong thai clia ngudi da tirng nhap ngil, budc vao phong. Ong ta dirng
lai & ctra, lo 1Ang quan sat. Jan 12 ngwdi dau tién trong phong nhan ra, lién hét twéng 1én,
“Julian! Julian.”

Nhan vt mdi hét nhin Jan lai quay sang nhin Laura Warwick. “Laura,” 6ng ta ndi, “t0i
vira mdi nghe tin. TO6i... t6i rat 1ay 1am tiéc.”

“Chao 0ng, thiéu ta Farrar,” thanh tra Thomas 1én tiéng.

Julian Farrar quay sang thanh tra, “viéc nay that la kinh khtng,” ong ta ndi. “T6i
nghiép Richard.”

“Richard hom qua nam kia, trén xe 1an,” Jan ké cho Farrar day hing khéi. “Chi con 12
mot ddng thit thdi. Trén nguc cAm mot t& gidy nita. Ong biét viét gi khong? ‘No phai tra’.”

“Biét roi, Jan,” Julian Farrar 1om bam, v vai ciu ta.

“Hay that ddy nhi?” Jan tiép tuc, mat van rat hao hing.

Farrar budc qua thang bé, “Phai, phai, hay 1am,” 6ng ta dd danh Jan, d6i mat day vé do
hoi hudng vé phia Starkwedder.

Thanh tra gidi thiéu hai ngudi vdi nhau. “Pay 1a dng Starkwedder - Thiéu td Farrar - cd
thé s& vao nghi vién 1an tdi - dng 4y dang tranh c®.”

Starkwedder bat tay Julian Farrar, lich su néi, “Rat han hanh.”

Thanh tra tach ra, vay tay goi ha si. Hai nguwdi cti dau trao doi khi Starkwedder giai
thich cho thiéu ta Farrar, “T6i dAm xe xudng rinh, nén vao trong nha dé nhd¢ goi dién
thoai cho ngudi tdi gilp. C6 mot ngwdi lao tir trong nha ra, suyt lam t6i nga vang ra.”

“Thé ngudi dé di vé phia nao?” Farrar hoi.

“cling khong rd. Ong ta bién vao trong swong mu nhw ma thuat ay.” Starkwedder quay
di, con Jan dang quy trén ghé trong dgi Farrar tro chuyén thém, “Ong tirng bao Richard



thé ndo cling c6 ngay bi ngudi ta ban, ding khong a?”

Moi ngudi khong ai néi gi, d6 don vao Julian Farrar.

Farrar ngadm nghi roi dap, “Ta néi thé a? Ta cling chd nhé.” Giong néi nhu buc boi.

“C0, dung ong cé ndi ma,” Jan nhi nhéo. “H6m ngdi an t6i. Ong véi Richard lic d6 cd cai
nhau r6i 6ng ndi, ‘Richard nay, roi thé nao ciing cé nguwdi nd mot vién dan vao dau anh.”

“Pung 1a 101 tién tri,” thanh tra nhan xét.

Julian Farrar ngdi twa vao ghé dau roi mdi tra 101, “A, sing 6ng cta Richard hay giy ra
phién phitc & day. Chang ai wa ca. Chang phai cé cdi tay - con nhd khong Laura? - tay 1am
vuon, Griffiths, bi Richard dudi viéc ay. Griffiths cd IAn ndi vdi tdi - may 1an Ay - 13, ‘S8 ¢é
ngdy, néi dng biét trwdc, tdi s& sach sing tdi day ban thang cha warwick.”

“Ry, Griffiths khong phai hang ngudi dé dau,” Laura vdi ndi ds.

Farrar c6 vé hdéi 10i, “Khong khong, tat nhién 1a khong. T6i dau cé vy dé. Toi chi mudn
ndi 13 ngudi ta ndi ra néi vao nhidu vé Richard thdi.” Roi dé che di vé xau ho, dng ta 14y
hop thudc, rat ra mot diéu.

Thanh tra ngdi trim ngam suy nghi. Starkwedder ding gan hdc trong phong, gan chd
Jan dang cham chu quan sat.

“Gid ma hém qua to6i ré qua day,” Julian Farrar néi tang, “that day.”

“Nhung swong mu thé co ma,” Laura ndi, “6ng dau ra khoi nha dugc.”

“Khong ra dugc,” Farrar néi. “Toi cé mdi may ngudi trong iy ban tdi an tdi. Thay swong
day 1én, ho ra vé sdm. Luc do tdi cling dinh ghé sang day choi, nhwng r6i lai thoi.” Luc tui
40 mot hoi, 6ng ta hoi, “Ai c6 diém cho tdi mwon? Cha biét d€ dau cai bat Iira roi.”

Ong ta nhin quanh rdi chgt thay chiéc bt Iira trén ban nai Laura dé lai t6i hom trudc,
litn ding 1én ra dé nhit. Moi viéc khong nam ngodi quan sat ctia Starkwedder. “0, day
roi,” Farrar noéi, “dung 1a khong thé nhé quén & dau.”

“Julian...” Laura thot 1én.

“Sa0?” Farrar moi ba chti nha mot diéu, ba ta cAm 14y. “Toi rat 14y lam tiéc vé moi
chuyén, Laura,” 6ng ta ndi. “Néu can t6i lam gi...” giong 6ng ta nho dan, thiéu quyét doan.

“Tdi hiéu r6i,” Laura dap khi Farrar chAm thudc.

Jan thinh linh néi véi Starwedder. “Ong biét ban sting khong, éng Starkwedder? Toi
ban dugc. Richarch cho t6i thi roi, may lan. TAt nhién ban khong gidi bang anh 4y.”

“Thé co 4?” Starkwedder néi véi Jan. “Ong 4y cho ciu thi ban sing gi?”

Trong lic Jan dang thu hut su chu v cta Starkwedder thi Laura chdp 14y co hdi noi
nhanh vdi Julian Farrar.

“Julian, em can ndi chuyén véi d6ng. CAn 1am,” Laura thi tham.

Farrar cling thi thAm, “C4n than day.”

“La kh&u .22,” Jan néi vdi Starkwedder. “T6i ban khiu day gidi ddy chi, Julian?” CAu ta
chay ra chd Julian Farrar. “Ong c6 con nhé 6ng dan t6i ra hdi chg khong? T6i da ban dd
hai cai chai con gi?”



“piing 1a nhu thé,” Farrar dd danh. “Ciu cé mat tinh 1am. C4i d6 quan trong. Chai béng
criket cling tot. MOn day rat 1a hay, nhd ci trdn hé ndm ngodi ay,” ong ta ndi thém.

Jan cuoi swéng, ngdi tét 1én ghé ddu nhin ngd thanh tra dang nghién ngdm ho sd. Sau
mot vai phut yén ang, Starkwedder 1y mot diéu thudc, héi Laura, “Toi hat thudc cé
phién ba khong?”

“Di nhién la khong,” Laura dap.

Starkwedder quay sang Julian Farrar, “Cho t6i muon bat Itta dugc khong?”

“Duoc chi. bay,” Farrar noi.

“Bat 1ra dep thé,” Starkwedder nhan xét réi chAm thuoc.

Laura dinh lam gi dé nhung kim lai dugc. “U,” Farrar dap vo tu. “Cai nay tot hon nhiéu
cai khac day.”

“Cling... dac trung day,” Starkwedder noi, dong thoi liéc sang Laura, tra bat Ira lai cho
Julian Farrar, JAm bam cam on.

Jan roi cai ghé diu tdi dang sau ghé c@ia thanh tra. “Richard cd nhiéu sting 1am,” né
tAm su. “Cé ca suing hoi nita. Anh dy cé mdt khau trwdc dung ban voi & chau Phi. Ong cé
mudn xem khong? Pé & trong budng ngh clia Richard dang kia.” cau ta chi dudng.

“Cling dwoc,” thanh tra noi, ding lén. “Cau cho moi ngudi xem di ndo.” Ong cuwdi véi
Jan, noi thém, “Cau co biét cau dang gilp moi ngwoi rat nhiéu khoéng vay. Rat cg ich. C6
khi phai cho ciu vao lam canh sat.”

Choang vai thang bé, 6ng dan né ra cra noi ha s dd ma san. “Ching tdi khong can ong
& day nita, dng Starkwedder,” di*ng & ca goi vdi vao. “Ong cé thé di 1am viéc ctia minh.
Nhd gitt lién lac véi chiing toi 1a dugc.”

“PDuoc thoi,” Starkwedder dap khi Jan, thanh tra va ha sira khoi phong, ha si dong cira
lai.
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Khong khi im ang mdt cach khé chiu sau khi may ngudi cdnh sat cting Jan di ra ngoai.
Cudi cung Starkwedder cling noéi, “A, co 18 t6i nén chay ra xem ngudi ta da kéo xe cta tdi
ra khoi cai rdnh chwa. Trén duwong dén day lic nay t6i khong di qua dd.”

Laura gidi thich, “Khéng qua dau, hai dwong 1a hai ddu nha.”

“Ra vay,” Starkwedder vira dap vira di qua chd ctra ra vudn, roi quay nguwdi lai. “Ban
ngay moi thit trong khac qud.” Ong ta buwdc ra ngoai hanh lang.

Lap tirc Laura va Julian Farrar quay ra véi nhau. Laura thot 1én, “Julian. Cai bat Itra. Em
bao vdi ngudi ta dé 1a cia em.”

“Em noi thé w? V§i thanh tra a?” Farrar héi lai.

“Khong, vdi 6ng ta.”

“VGi... v6i ngudi dd...” Farrar dinh noi tiép thi phai ngung vi nhan thay Starkwedder
dang budce lai trén hanh lang bén ngoai ctra. “Laura...”

“Can than,” Laura néi, chin budc tdi ctra sé nhd, nhin ra ngoai. “Kéo dng ta nghe thay
ds.”

“Ong ta la ai?” Farrar hoi, “Em cé quen khong?”

Laura da budc trd lai gitta phong. “Khong, khong quen. Ong ta... xe 0ng ta bi truc trac
nén toi qua vao day nhd. Ngay sau khi...”

Julian Farrar vuot nhe tay Laura dang dat trén thanh ghé. “Khong sao dau, Laura. Em
biét 13 t6i s& lam hét sic.”

“Julian... du tay,” Laura t6 vé e ngai.

“Dau tay nao?”

“Trén ban ay. Trén cai ban kia, trén ca cta kinh. Cé phai 13 ctia 6ng khong?”

Farrar rut tay lai, ra du la Starkwedder lai dang & ngoai hanh lang réi. Laura lui lai,
cling chang budn nhin ra c*a sd kiém ching, ndi kha to, “Ong that 1a t&t, Julian, tdi nghi
ong sé gitip cho gia dinh duwgc nhiéu 1am.”

Starkwedder van déu budc bén ngoai hanh lang, nhwng khi 6ng ta vira khuét béng thi
Laura lién quay lai do6i dién vdi Julian Farrar. “Diu tay dé cd phai ctia 6ng khong, Julian.
Nghi cho ky.”

Farrar dan do mot ltc roi néi, “Trén ban, phai roi, cé thé day.”

“Chua tdi 0i,” Laura ndi nhw khdéc. “Chtng ta phai lam gi day?”

Starkwedder Itic nay da lai dén gan cra réi. Laura rit mdt hoi thuoc that dai. “Canh sat
cho rang vu nay 1a do mot ga tén 12 MacGregor...” Laura néi véi Julian, mat day vé tuyét
vong, nhung van dirng lai mot chit cho dng ta cd thoi gian suy nghi.

“Thé thi tot r6i,” dng ta dap. “Cé thé ho sé van tiép tuc theo hwdng d4.”

“Nhung néu nhuw...” Laura e de.



Farrar ngat 1o, “Toi phai di réi. C6 hen cong viéc.” Néi xong dng ta ding 1én ngay.
“Khong c6 gi dang lo dau, Laura.” Loi ndi di kém mAy cai vO nhe 1én vai. “Pirng cing thang
nhé. T6i thiy em sé& lai 6n thdéi ma.”

Vé mat Laura lic nay la su pha tron gitta ban khoan va tuyét vong, nhiwng rd 13 Farrar
khong dé y dén diéu dé nén da budc ra ctra thdng ra virdn. Lic dng ta mé cra thi cling 13
ltc Starkwedder budc dén vdiy dinh 16 rang 13 di vao phong. Farrar lién lich su budc sang
mot bén, tranh va cham.

“Ong vé do a?” starwedder hoi.

“U,” Farrar noi, “may hom nay ban qud. Mot tuan nita 1a bau c r6i.”

“Thé 3,” Starkwedder néi. “Th 16i cho tdi khong biét, nhuwng 6ng bén nao nhi?”

“Toi bén dang Tw do,” Farrar noéi, cé vé nhu hoi buc boi.

“0, van con hoat dong co a?” Starkwedder hoi, mat rang 3.

Julian Farrar hit mot hoi that siu, r6i budc ra khong budn ndi thém ciu nio, tién tay
déng cra hoi manh. Starkwedder liic nay nhin Laura gian di ra mat, “T6i thay r6i,” 6ng ta
cao giong. “ft nhat 13 t6i cling bat dau hiéu ra roi.”

“Ong nodi vay 1a sao?” Laura héi.

“BO clla ba d6 4?” Ong ta lai gAn hon. “Néi thang ra di.”

“Ong da noi thé thi téi cling chang gidu,” Laura vénh mit 1én. “Phai thi sao nao!”

Starkwedder nhin Laura mot ltic méi néi, giong van buc tdc, “Cé may digu vé t6i hom
qua ma ba khong ndi cho t6i, ding khong? Thé nén ba mdi voi giat 1ay cai bat 1ira roi bao
1a cia ba.” Buc vai budc trong phong, roi ong ta lai tdi doi dién vdi Laura, “Chuyén gilta
hai vi d3 dugc bao 1au r6i?”

“Cling mot thoi gian r6i,” Laura néi nhu thi tham.

“Thé& ma ba khong cd y dinh béd Warwick ma di hay sao?”

“Khong,” Laura dap. “Con su nghiép cta Julian nita. Chuyén do sé htty hoai dia vi chinh
tri cla Ong ay.”

Starkwedder khé chiu ngdi xudng mot dau ghé sofa. “Thoi nay thi chic khdng dau.
May dng do thi 6ng nao cha cé b6 bich chir.”

“Treedng hop nay lai 1a ca biét,” Laura co gidi thich. “Ong ay 1a ban cta Richard, ma
Richard lai tan phé...”

“A, phai r6i. Nhw thé rd 1a khong dep mat chut nao trudc cong ching,” Starkwedder
mia mai.

Laura dén bén sofa, ditng nhin Starkwedder néi lanh luing, “Ong cho rang t6i phai néi
chuyén nay vdi 6ng t6i hdm qua u?”

Starkwedder trdnh 4nh mat ctia ba ta. “Ba khdong c6 nghia vu néi didu d4.”

Laura cé vé cling diu lai, “T6i thay chuyén dé khong lién quan gi... Y tdi 1a t6i chi nghi
dén viéc toi da ban Richard ma thdi.”

Thay minh lai khién ba ta xtic dong, Starkwedder ndi IAm bam, “Phai r6i, phai réi.” Mot



Iic sau dng ta ndi tiép, “Luc dd tdi cling chang nghi dwoc viéc gi khac.” Ngirng lai mot ltc,
6ng ta quan sat Laura. “Ba cé mudn lam mot thi nghiém nhé khong? Toi hom qua ba
dtng & dau ban Richard?”

“Tdi ditng dau u?” Laura nhé lai, cd vé bin khoan 1am.

“pung toi hoi thé.”

Sau mdt thodng suy nghi, Laura dap, “A, dang kia.” Ba ta hat dau dai khai vé phia cta
trong ra vuon.

“Ba ra chd ba d@ng ldc dé xem nao,” Starkwedder chi dao.

Laura ding 1én, budc di day lo 1ang. “Tdi... tdi cling khong nhd 18. Birng ép t6i nhé lai.”
Giong ba ta day s¢ hai. “Luc dd toi qua burc tic... toi...”

Starkwedder ngat 10i. “Chong ba cé néi gi dé vdiba,” 6ng ta goiy, “mdt didu gi dd khién
ba chodp 14y khiu sting.” Néi roi Starkwedder dirng 1én, di t&i bén cai ban canh ghé banh,
14y ra mot diéu thudc. “Ba dién lai xem nao,” dng ta ndi tiép. “Cai ban dé, khau sting & d4.”
Ong ta 14y diéu thudc clia Laura, dui vao gat tan. “Hai ngudi dang cii nhau, ba chdp khau
sung... chop lay di.”

“T6i khong mudn,” Laura khoc.

“Pirng vo vit thé,” Starkwedder gdm gir. “Sung khoéng cé dan dau. Ba cAm 1én di. CAm
1én.”

Laura lu®ng lu rdi cAm khau stng.

“Ba dd chop khau sing,” 6ng ta nhic lai, “ch dau cé len 1én nhit nd 1én nhu thé. Ba
chdp sting réi ban dng ta. Ba 1am lai cho t6i xem.”

Sung trong tay, Laura guwong gao lui lai, “T6i... toi...”

“Dién lai di nao,” Starkwedder nat.

Laura cd ra vé ngadm ban. “Nhanh lén, ban di.” Ong ta van quat, “Lam gi cé dan dau.”

Thay Laura van ngip ngirng, ng ta lién giat khau sting khdi tay ba ta, vé dac thang.
“Tdi nghi khong sai. Pdi ba chua ban sting 1an ndo ca. BA khong biét cich dung sting.”
Nhin khau stng, 6ng ta néi tiép, “Ba con khong biét 1 phai m& chét an toan ra nita.”

pat khiu sung 1én ghé dau, 6ng ta budc lai ghé sofa, d6i dién vdi Laura, roi ndi nhe
nhang sau mot hoéi yén 1ang, “Ba khong ban chong.”

“Tdi ban,” Laura dap khang khang.

“0, khong dau,” starkwedder nhac lai.

Laura phat hoang, hoi, “Khong ban thi tdi nhan 13 ban 1am gi?”

Starkwedder hit that sau roi thdé ra tir tir, bwdc vong quanh ghé sofa, sau dé tha nguoi
1én ghé. “CAu tra 1di, ddi vdi toi, 1a rat rd rang. D6 13 béi vi chinh Julian Farrar d3 ban
chong ba.”

“Khong phai,” Laura ndi nhu quat.

“Pung chit.”

“Khong phai,” ba ta nhic lai.



“Toi ndila ding ma.”

“Néu 13 Julian thi viéc gi toi lai nhan 13 t6i ban ha?” Laura hoi.

Starkwedder ding 1én nhin thang vao mat ba ta. “B& vi, bdi vi ba da tinh rang... ba da
tinh ddng rang tdi s& che chd cho ba. Phai roi, chuyén dé ba da tinh rat dung.”

Ong ta lai thd minh xubng ghé, ndi tiép, “Qua 1a ba da choi tdi mot vo that 1a dep.
Nhung tdi budng, ba da nghe chwa? Toi budng. TOi gi ma toi phai ddi nay déi kia dé hitng
dan ho thiéu t4 Julian Farrar ch®.”

Laura khong dap, chi ngdi im. M0t ltic sau ba ta cudi va binh tinh di dén bén ghé banh,
cam lay diéu thuoc, xoay ngudi nhin Starkwedder roi ndi, “Phai roi, 6ng sé phai di tiép
cung toi. Ong khong rat ra dugc bay gid dau. Ong da khai vdi cdnh sat roi, khong rut 16i lai
dwgc.”

“cai gi ha?” Sstarkwedder hd mom.

Laura ngdi xudng ghé banh. “Cho du dng biét duwoc diéu gi hay nghi la 6ng biét dugc
diéu gi,” ba ta giai thich, “thi 6ng van phai bam theo 15i di khai. Ong d3 1a tong pham -
chinh 6ng ndi thé.” B ta rit thudc.

Starkwedder ditng day, nhin ba ta, roi thot 1én that vong. “Xong réi. P6 quy cai!” Ong ta
trirng mat nhin Laura roi khong néi thém 181 ndo, xoay lwng budc nhanh ra vudn roi di
mat. Laura dirng 1én nhin 0ng ta sai buwdc trong vuon, gio tay dinh goi dng ta nhung lién
nghi lai, sau do tir tir quay di, trén mat con nhiéu nét suy tu.
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chiéu mudn hdm doé, Julian Farrar dang lo 1ang bwdc t&i bude lui trong thu phong. Ctra ra
vuom van dé md, mat troi dd sap 1an, nhung van con kip virong vai tia nang vang xudng
tham c6 bén ngoai. Farrar bi Laura Warwick goi dén vi can néi chuyén gap. Ong ta lién tuc
nhin déng ho, cho doi.

Farrar rd rang dang trong tinh trang vira lo 1ang vira buc tic. Ong ta ding trong ra
ngoai hanh lang, sau dé lai quay vao phong, xem dong ho. Thé réi nhin thay to bao trén
ban canh ghé banh, 6ng ta lién v§ 1ay. b6 1a mot to bdo dia phuong - to Tiéng vang Mién
tay - c6 dang mot bai vé cai chét cia Richard Warwick ngay trén trang nhat, giat tit ‘MOT
CONG DAN UU TU BI SAT HAT'. Farrar ngoi xuong ghé banh, chAm cham doc bai bdo that k§
trong lo lang. Poc xong, dng ta quang td bdo sang mot bén, budc téi bén cira ra vudn,
ngodi lai nhin can phong mot 1an réi di ra, nhung vira di tdi gitta vwon thi 6ng ta nghe
thy tiéng dong dang sau, quay lai néi ludn, “Laura, t6i rat tiéc, nhung mai...” Ong ta
khong néi hét cau vi nguoi dng ta thay dang buwdc tdi khong phai la Laura Warwick ma la
Angell, tay gilp viéc ctia Richard warwick.

“Ba Warwick bao tdi xudng bao 1a ba ay sé xudng ngay, thua 6ng,” Angell vira ndi vira
bwdc tdi cho Farrar. “Nhung cé 18 néu 6ng khong phién thi cho tdi ndi riéng vai 16i dugc
chang?”

“Dugc thoi. Co chuyén gi?”

Angell budc tdi sat Julian Farrar, buwdc tiép mot vai bwdc xa cin nha nhu thé khong
mudn ngudi nao khac nghe thay nhiitng gi ho sdp ndi ra. “Sao nao?” Farrar hdi nhwng van
budc theo.

“Thua 0ng, toi thay cd diéu dang lo,” Angell nodi, “vé vi tri cia toi trong nha nay, thé nén
t6i cho rang nén hoiy kién 6ng.”

Pau 6c dang day nhitng kho khan riéng nén Julian Farrar thuc khong quan tam. “Sao,
c6 khé khan gi?”

Angell suy nghi roéi mdi tra 10i. “viéc 6ng Warwick chét di, thwa 6ng, da khién toi khong
con viéc lam.”

“Phai, tdi cling nghi nhu vAy,” Farrar dong tinh. “Nhwng tdi cho rang 6ng kiém viéc
khac cling dé dang thoi, ding khong?”

“Toi hy vong la vay, thua 6ng,” Angell dap.

“Ong c6 chitng chi ch@?” Farrar hoi.

“Thwa dng, cd, ti cd ching chi,” Angell dép, “t6i ciing biét 1a chd nay chd kia ngudi ta
can giup viéc § bénh vién hay nha riéng.”

“Thé thi cé gl ma 6ng lo 1ang?”

Angell noi, “A, thua 6ng, cai khong gian su viéc khién t6i mat cong viéc hién tai lam toi



rat khoé chiu.”

“Co nghia 13,” Farrar ndi, “6ng khéong muoén tén minh dinh dang tdi vu sat nhan, cé
ding khong?”

“No6i nhu vay cling dugc, thwa 6ng.”

“Thé thi,” Farrar néi, “t6i e rang chang ai cé thé gitip 6ng dugc cd. Nhuwng chic 14 dng sé
cé dwoc mot gidy gidi thiéu tot dep tir ba Warwick thoi.” Ong ta rit hop thudc, mé ra.

“Tdi khong cho rang van dé d6 sé cd khé khan gi, thua dng,” Angell dap. “Ba Warwick 1
nguoi tot - rat hap dan, xin cho phép t6i ndi vay.” Angell budng 15i béng gid.

Julian Farrar t* ndy dd muon dgi Laura, gid dang mudn quay trd lai cdn nha, nhung
thay thai do ctia tay gitup viéc, ong ta dirng lai hoi, “Ong néi nhu vay la sao?”

“T6i khong bao gid mudn gay bat c diéu gi phién phdc cho ba Warwick,” Angell van
than trong.

Trudc khi ndi tiép, Farrar 1y ra mot diéu thuodc, nhét hop vao trong tui. “Ong muodn
néi rang 6ng khong cé y dinh xin x4 ba dy?”

“puing nhu vay, thua 6ng,” Angell khang dinh. “Téi mdi 14 ngudi gitp cho nha nay,
nhuwng tdi khong han 13 diéu tdi mudn néi véi 6ng.” Ong ta dirng lai roi néi tiép, “van dé
nam & chd lwong tAm cha t6i, thwa dng.”

“Ong dang ndi cai quai gi thé - lwong tAm a?” Farrar huych toet.

Angell c6 vé khong hai long, nhung giong 6ng ta van rat tu tin, “Toi thay 1a dng khong
thau dwoc hét nhitng kho khan cua to6i hién tai, thwa dng. Lién quan tdi viéc cung cap
bang chitng cho canh sat &y ma. La cong dan, tdi cé nghia vu hd trg cho cadnh sat & muic
do toi da. Pong thoi, toi cling mudn duy tri sy trung thanh véi ngudi thué toi lam viée.”

Julian Farrar quay di dé chAm thudc. “L&i 6ng néi lam tdi nghi rang cd sy xung dot gitta
hai diéu do,” 6ng ta nhe nhang noi.

Angell néi tiép, “Néu 6ng nghi ki vé diéu do, thua 6ng, 6ng sé thay 1a né cé mot so khia
canh xung dot - xung dot gitta cac khai niém trung thanh - téi nghila vay.”

Farrar nhin thang vio ngudi giip viéc, “Thé cu thé 13 6ng dang mudn ndi gi vay,
Angell?”

“Thua 6ng, canh sat hién gi¥ chwa ndm dwgc hét su tinh & day,” Angell dap. “Cé nhitng
su viéc - toi xin phép - rit quan trong doi v4i vu an kiéu nhu thé ndy. Ngoai ra, dao nay
tdi cling bi mat nga tram trong.”

“Tinh trang sitc khée ctia 6ng cd lién quan tdi viéc nay sao?” Farrar lanh lung haéi.

“pang tiéc 1a cé, thwa dng,” tay gitip viéc van ngot ngdo. “T6i hom qua t6i di nghi sém,
nhung t6i lai khong ngi duoc.”

“Ti rat tiéc vé chuyén d8,” Farrar an Ui bang giong kho khoc, “nhung ma..”

“Thua 0ng,” Angell néi tiép, bat chap viéc bi xen ngang, “vi tri budng ngh ctia toi trong
nha nay cho phép t6i biét dugc mot s6 viec ma canh sat chuwa nhan thay mot cach day
da.”



“Ong dang mudn am chi cai gi?” Farrar lanh lung héi.

“Ong Warwick quéa cd, thwa 6ng,” Angell dap, “dd 0m dau lai tan phé nita. Nén trong
nhitng trwdmg hop nhw vay thi mot nguwoi phu nit hip dan nhuw ba Warwick cé kha ning
1a... t0i ndi thé nao dugc nhi? ... sé c6 ngwoi khac quan tam téi.”

“Vay la chuyén do sao?” Farrar noi. “Toi khong thich nglt diéu ctia 6ng dau, Angell.”

“DI nhién l1a khong, thwa 6ng,” Angell IAm bam. “Nhung xin dirng danh gid voi vang.
Ong c nghi lai ma xem. C4 18 6ng sé& hiéu dwgc rd khé khin cta toi. T6i ding day, ndm
gitt mot s6 diu ma cho téi nay van chua néi véi canh sat - nhitng diéu ma nghia vu doi
hoi toi phai cung cap cho ho.”

Julian Farrar tritng mat nhin Angell. “Tdi nght 14 chuyén 6ng di néi véi canh sat nhitng
diéu 6ng biét chi 1a ndi thé thdi, cai dng dang bay dit & day 1 dng cé thé khudy viing
nudc duc 1én trir phi...” 6ng ta dirng lai ngdm nghi r6i néi ndt, “... triy phi gi ndo?”

Angell nhun vai, “Tat nhién, nhw 6ng ndi roéi day, tdi hoan toan cé da tu cach lam gitp
viéc, trg ta. Nhung cé nhitng ltc, thiéu ta Farrar a, t6i cam thay tdi nén tu lam cha. Mot
trung tAm nhd, mdt co s@ chdm séc dwoc cho khoang sdu bénh nhan. TAt nhién 1a cin c6
ngwoi khac ho trg. Bénh nhan cé thé 1a nhitng quy 6ng nghién rugu khong quan dugce &
nh3, dai loai vay. bang tiéc 1a du toi da co tich ldy dwoc mdt so tién, nhung ciing khong
da. T6i dang nghila..” giong ong ta thap dan, day ngu v.

Julian Farrar hoan thanh not suy nghi cta 6ng ta. “Ong nghi 1a t6i - hodc toi cung véi
ba Warwick - c6 thé hd trg cho 6ng lam viéc dé, ddng chit?”

“pd 1a diéu tdi tran trd, thua 6ng,” Angell dap. “Néu cé 6ng gidp thi tot qua.”

“Tat nhién la qua tot chi nhi?” Farrar chdm biém.

“Ong nang 101 roi, thira 6ng,” Angell tiép, “khi cho rang tdi mudn khudy viing nudc duc
1én - t6i hiéu 14 nhitng tai tiéng khong ai mudén. Nhung khong chi cé thé, thura 6ng, toi
dau mo lam viéc nhu vay.”

“Angell, 6ng thuc ra dang mudn gi?” Farrar c¢d vé nhu da gan mat kién nhan. “T6i thay
1o ong dang am chi diéu gi dé.”

Angell c6 kiém ché nu cudi trude khi ndi, giong van nhe nhang nhuwng da thém phan
nhin manh. “Téi cling d3 ndi véi dng 14 toi qua tdi khong ngdt dwge nhiu. T6i ¥ nam dé
thoi, 1ang nghe tiéng codi bdo swong mu. Tiéng cdi dd that 13 budn b4, tdi ldc nio ciing
nghivay, thua 6ng. Thé roi c6 vé nhu cé tiéng dap ca. Luc dang c6 ngd ma nghe tiéng do
thi that 1a khé chiu 1am. T6i lién dAy, ngd qua cira sé xem d4 13 cdi gi. Cai tiéng dap vao
ctra sO d6 hda ra lai & ngay dudi cra so phong ngt cta toi.”

“ROi sa0?” Farrar hoi, lanh tanh.

“Thua 6ng, toi quyét dinh di xudng xem cai cra d6 ¢ van dé gi,” Angell ndi tiép. “Khi
tdi dang di xudng cau thang, toi nghe thay tiéng sung.” Ong ta dirng lai mot chut. “Luc d6
toi cling chang nghi ngoi gl ca. ‘Lai dng Warwick diy ma, toi twdng vay, ‘nhung ong ay
ban dwac cai khi gi trong swong mu thé nay chi®.’ Téi ra téi cra va chot lai cho nd chat.



Nhuwng khi tdi ditng d4, tu nhién thay lo 1ang hay sao 4y, tdi nghe thay tiéng buwéc chan
phia con duong bén ngoai...”

“Ong ndi 13,” Farrar cat ngang, “con dudng dé...” mat 6ng ta nhin vé phia con duwdng.

“pung vay, thwa ong.” Angell nhat tri. “Con dwong tr hanh lang, vong qua goc nha,
dang do. L6i d6 chang mAy khi dung, chang ai di lai, trir 6ng ra, mdi khi 6ng qua day, vi d6
13 16i di tat tir nha 6ng sang bén nay.”

Ong ta khong néi nita ma nhin cham cham vao Julian Farrar, 6ng nay lanh lung noi,
“Tiép di.”

“Trwdc d6 toi thay hoi lo 1Ang,” Angell tiép tuc, “vi c so rang dd 13 trom cudp gi dé,
nhung thay 6ng di qua - di kha nhanh - vé phia nha 6ng ma 1dong t6i nhw nhe bang di.”

Chd mét Idc, Farrar néi, “T6i van chwa thay cé gi trong diéu dng vira néi. Han phai cd y
gl d6 chir?”

Angell hang giong nhe nhang roi tra 10, “Tdi ludn tw hdi minh, thua 6ng, rang liéu dng
da ndi vdi canh sat viéc ong tdi qua sang day gap 6ng Warwick hay chwa. Trwong hop ong
chua néi véi ho ma ngd nhd ho lai van toéi thém vé nhitng viéc t6i hom qua...”

Farrar 1p tirc ngat 181. “Ong han cling biét 13 tong tién bi coi 12 trong tdi day chr?”

“Téng tién uw, thua 6ng?” Angell dap nhu bi sdc. “T6i khong hiéu 6ng mudn néi gi nita.
T6i chi hoéi dng mot cAu thdi ma, dé con quyét dinh xem nghia vu cia toi nén thé nio.
Canh sat...”

“Canh sat,” Farrar lai ngat 11, “d3 hoan toan théa man vé ddi tugng da sat hai 6ng
Warwick. Tay d6 da dé lai chit ky nita y. Ho s& chang héi dng thém diéu gi nita dau.”

“Tdi dam bao vdi dng 13,” Angell giong ciing da bién doi, “t6i chi mudn ndi...”

“Ong biét rat rd,” Farrar tiép tuc xen ngang, “rang dng khong thé nhin mat duoc ai
trong ddm suwong mu day dic tdi qua. Pon gidn 1a 6ng dung 1én cAu chuyén nay 13 dé...”
6ng ta durng 10i khi thay Laura Warwick tir nha di ra vuon.
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“Xin 10i 13 d3 dé dng phai chd 1au, Julian,” Laura néi khi dén bén ho, cd vé gidt minh khi
thay Angell dang trao doi véi Julian Farrar.

“C6 18 d€ Iic khac to6i s& trinh bay vdi 6ng rd hon vé viéc nay, thua 6ng,” ngudi gidp viée
JAm bam vdi Farrar, khé cui chdo Laura trwdc khi bo di vao trong vuon, khuat dang & goc
nha.

Laura nhin 6ng ta dén khi di khoi réi ndi, “Julian, em phai...”

Farrar ngat 15, “Sao em lai goi toi dén 1am gi Laura?” giong dng ta cé vé khé chiu.

“Em ch0 Ong ca ngay nay,” Laura dap vé ngac nhién.

“Tl sdng tdi gidy tdi ngp dAu day,” Farrar ving vang. “Ban bé, hop hanh ca budi chiéu.
M4y cai dé khong thé bd duge trudc ky bau cr dau. Véi lai, Laura, em khong thay 13 hién
tai chung ta khong nén gap nhau hay sao?”

“Nhung cé may viéc em can ban véi 6ng,” Laura ndi.

Nhe nhang cAm 14y tay Laura, Farrar dua ba ta di xa ngdi nha. “Em cé biét 1a Angell
dang dinh tong tién t6i khong?”

“Angell?” Laura suyt nita hét toang 1én. “Angell sao?”

“Phai. Thang cha d4 biét chuyén ctia chiing ta - cling biét 13 - hoac 13 v& nhu biét - 1a
tdi c6 mat ¢ day toi hom qua.”

Laura nhu dut hoi, “Ong ta nhin thay ong a?”

“Thang cha néi 14 cé thay tdi,” Farrar han hoc.

“Nhung troi swong mu thé thi sao ma thay dugc 6ng,” Laura van khong tin.

“Cha d6 ké ca mdt cAu chuyén,” Farrar ndi, “1a xuéng nha xem vi nghe tiéng dap cra
s0, roi thay toi dang di vé nha. Cha dé ndi 1a nghe thiy ca tiéng stng, trudec dé mot ldc,
nhung khong nghi nggi gi ca.”

“Chuia 0i,” Laura phai 14y hoi. “Chét cd mat tho6i. Ta phai lam gi bay gio?”

Farrar lam mot ¢ chi mién cuwdng nhu dinh 6m Laura dé an Gi nhung roi nhin vé phia
ngbdi nha ong ta thdy khong nén lam thé, ma chi ding dé nhin Laura. “T6i cling chua
nghi ra phai lam gi cho ding vao liic nay,” 6ng ta néi. “Ctt dé d6 rodi tinh.”

“Ong khong dinh dua tién cho 6ng ta dung khong?”

“Khong, khong.” Farrar an Ui bang 1&i. “Néu di vao con dudng dé thi s& chang cé 16i ra.
Nhung néu khong thi phai lam sao?” Ong ta quét tay lau tran. “T6i c& tuéng toi qua
khong ai biét toi sang day. Tay quan gia cta tdi chic chan 13 khong biét. cé diéu tay
Angell lai ndi 1a cd thay toi, hay tay nay chi gia vo thé nhi?”

“Néu nhu dng ta mang chuyén dé ndi cho canh sat thi sao?” Laura run ray.

“T6i biét ma,” Farrar lAm bam, roi lai 1ay tay lau tran. “Phai nghi, phai nghi thau déo
da.” Ong ta c thé bwdc tdi, bude lui. “Cé thé 1a c chdi phing - bao 13 130 ta ndi doi - toi



tdi qua khong hé qua day...”

“Nhung con dau tay ma,” Laura noi.

“Dau tay nao?” Farrar gidt minh hoi lai.

“Ong quén rdi sao,” Laura nhic, “dau tay trén mait ban dy. Canh sat dang cho 1a d6 1
d&u tay cila MacGregor, nhung néu Angell tung chuyén nay ra thi ho sé& doi 1ay dau tay
6ng dé so, ma néu thé thi...”

Laura khong néi thém dwdgc nita, cdon Julian Farrar thi lo 1ang ra mait. “Phai, phai, gid
toi hiéu roi,” dng ta lam bam. “buwgc rodi, tdi s& nhan 12 tdi cd qua day - bia ra chuyén gi doé.
TOi qua day noi chuyén vdi Richard mot ldc...”

“Ong ¢ bao 1a Itic dng vé thi Richard van 6n,” Laura goi v.

Mot thodng cAm kich hién trong &nh mat Farrar. “Em ndi thé thi dé that. Nhung t6i cé
thé ndi thé duoc hay ching?”

“Thi cling phai ndi gl vdi ho ma,” Laura néi nhu ty ve.

“Phai, chic 13 t6i d3 dat tay 1én ban khi ctii xudng dé xem...” 6ng ta nudt nwéc bot, hoi
tuwdong lai cAnh hién tr’dng vu an.

“Mién 13 ho tin du tay d6 1a cia MacGregor 1 dwgc ma,” Laura néi.

“MacGregor! MacGregor!” Farrar rit 1én gian di¥, chi thiéu diéu quat Am 1én. “Thé quai
nio ma em lai nghi ra cai trd cat bao réi nhét vio tay Richard nhu thé ha? Em coi d6 13
cach tot hay sao?”

“Phai - khong - em khong biét nira,” Laura thut thit.

Farrar dot nhién yén lang nhin Laura. “Piing 1a mau lanh,” 6ng ta thi tham.

“Thi phai nghi ra cach gi d4,” Laura thd dai, “Em cd nghi duoc gi dau, dé 1a y caa
Micheal day.”

“Micheal?”

“Micheal - Starkwedder,” Laura noi.

“Ong ta gidp em?” Farrar hoi nhu khong tin vao diéu vira nghe.

“puing, dung thé.” Laura mat kién nhan. “Thé nén em mdi can gip 6ng - dé ndi cho
ro...”

Farrar 4p sat Laura, giong ghen tudng lanh lung, “Thé Micheal,” 6ng ta nhan manh vao
tén goi than thudc bang ngit diéu gidn dit, “thé Micheal Starwedder lién quan gi trong
chuyén nay?”

“Ong ta vao nha - thay em ding d6,” Laura néi. “Em dang cam... sing trong tay... roi...

“Troi dat oil” Farrar hodng hot lui lai, “Thé r6i em thuyét phuc dwoc 6ngta...”

“Chinh 0ng ta thuyét phuc em day ch®,” Laura bu6n b3 néi, budc vé phia Farrar.
“Julian...”

Hai tay Laura sap sira tao thanh vong quanh c6 Farrar, nhung ong ta da khé day ra.
“T6i ndi roi, toi sé lam hét strc minh,” 6ng ta ndi cing. “birng nghi tdi sé khac, cé diéu...”

Laura nhin dng ta ndi khé, “Ong thay d6i mat roi.”

”»



“TOi rat 1ay lam tiéc, nhung gio thi khé ma cé cam gidc nhu trudec dwoc.” Farrar tuyét
vong thi nhan. “Viéc vira xay ra... toi khong con cam giac nhu truwde.”

“Em thi van thé,” Laura khang dinh. “ft nh4t 13 con nghi dwgc nhu thé, du cho 6ng da
lam gi di nita, Julian, em van thé.”

“Gi0 gat bd chuyén tinh cdm sang mot bén di d3,” Farrar néi. “Ta phai do6i dién vdi su
thuc.”

Laura nhin 6ng ta. “Em biét. Em... em d3 ndi véi Starwedder rang... 6ng biét ma... rang
chinh em da ra tay.”

Farrar khong tin vao tai minh, “Ba ndi vdi Starkwedder nhu vay sao?”

“Phai.”

“ROi O6ng ta dongy giup em? Ong ta... ngudi la? Ong ta dién mat roi.”

Buc minh, Laura cii lai, “Cling cé thé 6ng ta hoi dién diy, nhung 6ng ta biét cach an
ai.”

“Tuyét. LAm gi ¢é thang ndo cudng lai dwgc em chi,” Farrar rit 1én. “Pting thé khong?”
Ong ta budc di roi lai quay lai, “cé khac gi dau, Laura, 4n mang...” Giong ngat quing, dng
ta c¥ 1ac dau quiy qudy.

“Em s& c6 khong nghi téi chuyén dé,” Laura dap. “Cling khong phai 1a cd y ma, Julian,
chila do b6t phat.” Ba ta ndi nhu van nai.

“Khdng can noi lai chuyén dé nita dau,” Farrar néi. “Gid phai tinh xem viéc sap tdi kia.”

“Em biét ma,” Laura dap. “Dau tay va bat liva ctia 6ng.”

“Phai,” dng ta nhd lai. “Chac 14 t6i 1Am roi khi cii xudng xac Richard.”

“starkwedder biét d6 1 bat 1ra cia 6ng,” Laura noi. “Nhuwng dng ta chang 1am gi duoc
dau. Ong ta da cam két nén khong doi 10i khai dugc nita.”

Julian Farrar nhin Laura mot Itc roi néi, “Néu c6 gl xay ra voi em, Laura, toi sé nhan
hét.”

“Khdong, em khong mudn dng nhan,” Laura khéc, ndm 14y tay Farrar roi lai budng ngay
ra, mat liéc vé phia ngdi nha. “Em khéng mudn 6ng 1am thé.” BA ta nhic lai.

“Em dirng tudng tdi khong hiéu - chuyén xay ra thé ndo,” Farrar cd ldm mdi ndi duac.
“Em v& khau sting, ban dng y ma trong dau khong biét minh dang 1am gi, roi...”

Laura ha mom vi ngac nhién, “Cai gi? Ong dang dinh khién em néi 1a em giét 6ng ay
a?”

“Khdng phai,” Farrar dap, xau ho. “T6i ndi vdi em 1a tdi san sang nhin hét trach nhiém
khi can.”

Laura lac dAu, bdi r6i. “Nhung 6ng ndi 1a... 6ng ndi 1a dng biét chuyén xay ra thé ndo.”

Ong ta nhin Laura, “Nghe ndy Laura, tdi khong cho rang em cd v gay ra chuyén do,
chac chan 13 khdng c6 chuan bi trwdc. TO6i biét ma. Tdi biét em ban 6ng ay chivi...”

Laura lap tic ngat 18, “Em ban 6ng ay?” ba ta khong thé nita. “Ong dang dinh v nhw
em d3 ban 6ng 4y hay sao?”



Farrar xay lung vé phia Laura, rit 1én khe khé, “vi chua long lanh, gitta hai ching ta thi
phai ndi thang ra chit”

Laura kiém ché dé& khong hét 1én, roi trinh trong ndi rat rd rang, “Em khoéng ban ong
ay, ong biét 1a nhu thé.”

Cham cham, Farrar quay nguwoi trd lai, mat doi mat. “Thé thi ai?” dng ta hoi. POt nhién
nhu hiéu ra moi chuyén, dng ta ndi thém, “Laura, y em 13 t6i ban dng dy sao?”

Hai nguoi ldng yén ding nhin nhau mot ldc, roéi Laura ndi, “EM nghe thay tiéng sung,
Julian.” Hit mot hoi that siu, ba ta ndi tiép, “Em nghe thay tiéng stung, tiéng buwdc chan
cta 6ng trén dudong di ra. Em di xudng, thay 6ng ay... da chét.”

Farrar nghi mot ltic roi néi khé, “Laura, t6i khong ban 6ng 4y.” Ong ta ngwdc 1én nhin
trdi nhw mong thanh than giip d& hay hwéng dan, roi lai nhin Laura, “bting 1a tdi qua
day gip Richard, dé néi 14 sau ky bau c ndy ching ta can thu xép viéc ly hdn. vira téi noi
13 t6i nghe thAy tiéng sing, nhung tdi nghi d6 14 do Richard ban nhu moi 1an. Téi di vao,
thay 6ng ta da chét. Chét. Nguwdi van con 4m.”

Laura 10 vé ban khoan, “Con &m?”

“Ong 4y mdi chi chét khoang mdt, hai phut,” Farrar néi. “T6i doan chac 1a em ban, con
ai vao day nita chu?”

“Chang hiéu ra sao nita,” Laura lJAm bAm mot minh.

“Hay 1a... hay 13 6ng ay tu t thi...” Farrar néi nhung bi Laura ngat 101 ngay.

“Khong thé dau, bdi vi...”

Ba ta khong noi tiép vi ca hai lic d6 nghe thay tiéng Jan hét Am 10 trong nha.
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Julian Farrar cung Laura l1ap tic chay tdi, suyt ni¥a thi va phai Jan lic dé thinh linh chay
ra cra. “Laura,” nd hét 1én khi chi dau né nhe nhang nhuwng dit khoat dwa nd trd lai thu
phong. “Laura, gid thi Richard chét rdi, chd sting ddy véi mdy thit kia déu la cia em hét,
ding khong? Em 1a em trai ma, 1a ngudi dan 6ng con lai trong nha.”

Julian Farrar lic nay da theo hai ngudi vao trong phong, tha than bwéc tdi bén ghé
banh, ngdi xudng tay ghé, cling 1a lic Laura do danh thang Jan dang léo nhéo, “Benny
khong chiu cho em chd sting dé. Chi 4y khéa hét vao trong tl roi,” nd vay tay ra hiéu vé
phia ctra, “sing ctia em co ma, em c6 quyén ma. Chi bao chi ay dwa em chia khoa di.”

“Jan, nghe chi ndy,” Laura néi, nhwng Jan khong dé bi ngat 10i. Ciu ta chay ra phia cra
ro6i quay lai ndéi Am am, “Chi 4y c& lam nhu em con tré con, chi Benny ay. Ai cling coi em
13 tré con. Em khong phai tré con. Em 13 dan dng roi. Em mudi chin tudi roi. Sap da tudi
roi.” CAu ta dang tay chan ngang cta nhu dé bao vé kho sting. “bo dac cia Richard gid 13
clla em. Em sé& 1am nhu Richard ngay trwdc. Em sé& ban séc, ban chim, bAn méo.” Cau ta
cuwdi hiang hac. “cé khi em ban ca ngudi nita y, néu nhuw em khong wa.”

“pirng kich dong nhu thé, Jan,” Laura canh cdo.

“Em kich dong dau,” Jan buwdng binh. “Em sé khong 13... 12 gl y nhi... ... em s& khong
13 nan nhan dau.” CAu ta quay vé dirng ngay gitta phong, nhin thang vao mat Laura. “Gi®
em 13 6ng chd & nha nay, moi ngwoi sé phai nghe 10i em.” CAu ta dirng lai r6i quay sang
phia Julian Farrar. “T6i ma thich thilam canh sat cling dugc ding khong Juilian?”

“Ta nghi gif cAu con chwa di tudi dau,” Farrar dap lai.

Jan nhun vai, quay lai néi vdi Laura. “Moi ngudi déu coi em nhu tré con,” ciu ta phan
nan tiép, “nhwng tir nay vé sau thi thoi nhé, gid thi Richard chét réi.” Cau ta tha minh
xudng sofa, bat chéo chan. “Chac em ciing gidu c6, ding khong?” ciu ta néi thém. “Ngbi
nha nay thudc vé em. Khdng ai c6 thé diy em di day di kia nita. Ma chinh em 14 ngudi
day. Em sé& khong dé ba gid Benny sai bao nita. Néu ma Benny c6 tinh sai bao thi em s&...”
ciu ta néi nhuw mot thang bé, “em biét s& phai 1am gi roi.”

Laura dén bén cau ta. “Jan ctia chi, nghe nay,” ba ta thi tham. “Ltc nay trong nha ai
cling dang lo 1Ang. 6 dac cia Richard thudc vé ai thi phai doi lut su dén, doc di chic thi
mdi biét. Khi cé ngudi chét thi phai nhw thé. T gid téi ldc dd, c chd da nhé. Em cé hiéu
khong?”

Giong Laura nhe nhang va binh tinh, cé tadc dong dén Jan ngay. Cau ta nhin Laura, hai
tay 6m lay eo chi dau, twa vao han vao ngudi. “Chi néi gi em cling hiéu, Laura,” cau ta nai.
“Em yéu chi, Laura, yéu chi 1am.”

“Phai roi,” Laura nhe nhang ndi, “chi cling yéu em.”

“Richard chét thi chi thich 1Am nhi,” 6t nhién Jan hoi.



Kha ngd ngang, nhuwng Laura dap voi, “Sao lai thé duoc, thich 1am sao duoc.”

“Cé ma, chi thich m3,” Jan néi. “Gi¢ thi chi 1ay 6ng Julian.”

“Laura liéc nhanh sang phia Julian Farrar, 6ng nay vira ditng 1én thi Jan da noi tiép,
“Chi mu6n 13y 6ng Julian ttr 1du réi ma. Em biét. Moi ngwoi ¢ nghi em khong biét gi hét,
nhung em biét ddy. Gid thi hai ngudi thoai mai réi nhé. Moi viéc 6n hét, cd hai ngudi déu
hai long, hai longla vi...”

Cau ta durng 10i khi nghe thay Bennett goi bén ngoai hanh lang, “Jan!”, r6i cuoi, “Ba
Benny ngdc nghéch,” cau ta hét twdng dap lai, nhay chom chom trén ghé sofa.

“Em phai ngoan véi chi Benny,” Laura nhac Jan, gitt cAu ta d@ng im. “Chi 4y vat va,
phai lo 1ang nhiéu r6i.” DAn Jan ra ca, Laura ndi ti€p nhe nhang, “Em phai gitp dd chi
Benny day, Jan a, vi gi0’ em la ngwoi dan 6ng trong nha roi.”

Jan ma@ ca, hét nhin Laura roi lai nhin Julian. “Roi, r6i,” cau ta hira, cudi toe toét, “em
sé ngoan.” Cau ta ra khéi phong, sap cra roi goi to “Benny!” khi budc di.

Laura quay lai v§i Julian Farrar Iic nay da ding 1én khoi ghé banh, budc tdi bén. “Em
dau cd biét no biét vé chuyén chingta.”

“séng véi ngudi nhu Jan 1 khé nhw thé,” Farrar néi. “Chang 1am sao hay duwgc né biét
hay 13 khong biét. N6.... nd rat dé mat kiém soat, ding khong?”

“¥, né hay xdc ddng 1am,” Laura tht nhan. “Nhung gi¢ thi cling chang con Richard dé
ma choc titc nd nita, nd s& binh tinh, s& trd lai binh thudng. Em chic chan day.”

Julian Farrar c¢6 vé nghi ngo. “Cai d6 thi chua biét dwgc.” Ong ta ngirng 101 khi thay
Starkwedder tir dau xuat hién & clra ra vuon.

“Xin chao, chiic moi ngwdi mot budi toi tot lanh,” Starkwedder vui vé néi.

“0... Xin chao 6ng,” Farrar dap nhat girng.

“Moi viéc thé nao r6i? Vui vé ca chu?” Starkwedder do héi hai ngudi, roi dng ta cudi,
“Tdi thay roi, khong nén cé nguwdi thit ba.” Ong ta budc han vao trong phong. “Nhé ra
khong nén di vao tr 10i nay, ngudi lich su 1a phai di ctra trwdc, bAm chudng dang hoang,
ding khong? Ma thoi, tdi dau phai nguoi lich su.”

“TOi xin Ong...” Laura noi, nhung Starkwedder chan lai. “Thuc ra tdi tdi day va vi hai
viéc. Th nhat 13 dé tir biét. Toi d3 dugc xac minh roi. Ngudi ta da giri dién tir Adaban
chi'ng nhan t6i 1a nguwoi trung thuc roi. Toi dwge tu’ do roi khoi day.”

“That tiéc 13 6ng phai di... sém thé,” Laura noi vdi giong thanh thuc

“B that 13 tot khi ndi vay,” Starkwedder dap véi Am hwdng cé mdt chit cay dang, “cho
du t6i da dinh vao 4n mang trong gia dinh ba.” Quan sat ba chtt nha mot lic, ong ta budc
tdi chiéc ghé canh ban viét. “T6i di qua ctra do con vi mot viéc khac,” 6ng ta ndi tiép.
“canh sat chd toi dén day ma. A, ma du ho khong ndi 10i ndo, nhuwng tdi tin 1a cé chuyén
gi d6 day.”

Hoang hon, Laura hoi ngay, “Canh sat quay lai u’?”

“pung vay,” Starkwedder khang dinh.



“T6i twdng ho da xong viéc sang nay roi,” Laura nai.

Starkwedder nhin ba ta vdi vé la lung. “Thé nén t6i mdinodila c6 chuyén gi dé ma.”

Pong thadi cd tiéng lao xao ngoai hanh lang. Laura cung vdi Julian Farrar dong loat ra
mé cta, thdy me clia Richard Warwick di vao, dang tu tin, 6n dinh, cho du dang phai
chong gay.

“Benny!” ba Warwick khé& quay ngudi goi, roi hwdng sang Laura. “O, ra con & day. Ta c®
tim con mai.”

Julian Farrar dén bén ba Warwick, d& ba ngbi xuong ghé banh. “Ong qua day gidp that
13 tot qua, Julian,” ba gid ndi, “ai chang biét 6ng rat ban.”

“Nhé ra téi phai qua sdm hon, thira ba Warwick,” Farrar vira d&§ vira ndi, “nhung ding
la may hom nay ban qud. Néu thay toi gip dugc diéu gi...” ong ta nging lic Bennett
buwdc vao, theo sau 13 thanh tra Thomas. Thanh tra tay cAm cap, chan bwdc vao vi tri
trung tam trong phong. Starkwedder ngoi xuéng ghé canh ban viét, chdm thudc. Lic nay
ha sT cadwallader cling di vio cling vdi Angell, 6ng ndy déng cira xong dirng dé nhu chan
16i ra.

“T6i khong thay cAu Warwick diu c3, thua sép,” ha sibdo cdo qua c¥a ra vueon.

“Cau 4y & ngoai dé thoi, mdi chay dau do6,” Bennett noi.

“Thé cling dugc,” thanh tra ndi réi quan sat nhitng nguwdi cé mat trong phong. Cung
cach ctia 6ng gity da thay doi, mang tinh trinh trong hon lic trwdc nhiéu.

Chd ma khong thay thanh tra néi gi, bA Warwick lanh Iing héi, “T6i hiéu 14 dng cd vai
diéu muon héi ching toi, c6 dung vy khong thanh tra Thomas?”

“puing vay, cu Warwick, toi e rang vay,” thanh tra dap.

Ba Warwick 16 vé mét mai trong giong néi, “Ong van chua cé tin gi vé tay MacGregor
u?”

“Nguoc lai.”

“Tim thay roi uw?” ba Warwick héo hic.

“Phai,” thanh tra dap.

Moi nguoi trong nha x6n xao, ¢ vé hai Iong. Laura va Julian Farrar cé vé kinh ngac,
con Starkwedder xoay han ghé sang nhin thanh tra.

Bennett hoi thang thirng, “Ong da bat dwgc han roi a?”

Thanh tra nhin c6 gitip viéc, vai gidy sau mdi dap. “viéc dé tdi e 1a khong thé lam duoc,
cO Bennett a.”

“Khdng thé u?” ba Warwick hoi ngay, “tai sao?”

“B&ivi Ong ta chét r6i,” thanh tra dap khé.
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L&i thong bdo ctia thanh tra Thomas bién thanh ct soc 16n cho moi ngudi. Laura, vdi vé
so hai khong gidu ndi, gwong thi tham, “Ong ndi gl co?”

“T6i noi 1a ngwoi cd tén MacGregor dé da chét,” thanh tra xac nhan.

Moi ngudi trong phong déu khong thét ra dwgc cAu ndo, thanh tra bd sung thém.
“John MacGregor,” dng ndi, “chét & Alaska hon hai nam truwdc - khong 1au sau khi éng ta
t Anh tr@ ve Canada.”

“Chét!” Laura kéu 1én, khong tin.

Khong bi ai trong phong déy, Jan chay nhanh qua hanh lang bén ngoai cira, bién mat.

“Thé nghia 14 moi viéc da khac, ding khong ndo?” thanh tra tiép tuc. “Hién nhién 13
khong phai John MacGregor dd dat mau gidy bdo thl 1én thi thé ctia dng Warwick. va
cling rd rang 12 mAiu gidy d6 13 do mot ngwdi nio dé biét toan bd sy viéc vé MacGregor va
vu tai nan & Norlfork dat &@ dé. Pidu dé cé nghia rang, téi khang dinh, ngudi dé 1 ngudi
trong nha nay.”

“Khdong dau,” Bennett ndi xen vao. “Khdng, ciing cé thé 1a... chic 1a...” ¢ ta khdng noi
thém dwgc 10i nao nita.

“Sao co, cO Bennett?” thanh tra hoi, dgi mot lic khong thay Bennett ndi thém diéu gi
ca. Chot c6 vé nhu cam chiu, c0 ta di tdi cira thong ra vuron.

Thanh tra quay sang tip trung vao me ctia Richard warwick. “Chac cu d3 hiéu 1a didu
dé 1am thay doi sw viéc mot cach can ban?”

“Toi hiéu didu dé,” ba warwick dap. Pirng day, ba noéi tiép, “Ong con can tdi & day
khong, thanh tra?”

“Hién gi0 thi khong, thuwa cu,” thanh tra ndi.

“Cam on dng.” BA Warwick IAm bam trong miéng khi ra c(ta, ldc nay Angell d3 mé& san
cho ba. Julian Farrar voi tdi diu ba cho dén khi ba ra khoi ctra mdi quay lai ditng sau ghé
banh, quan sat thu dong. Con thanh tra Thomas m& cap, 1dy ra mot khau sung.

Angell dinh di theo ba Warwick ra khoi phong thi bi thanh tra goi tré lai, “Angell!”

Nguwoi gilp viéc giat minh, quay got trd vao trong, dong ctra lai. “Cé toi, thura 6ng,” ong
ta ndi nhe nhang.

Thanh tra di dén bén 6ng ta, cAm theo hung khi ctia vu an. “vVé khau stng nay,” 6ng
hdi ngudi gidp viée, “sang nay dng khong ddm doan chic. Gid dng cd thé ndi rd rang xem
co phai day 1a sing ctia Ong Warwick hay khong?”

“Khang dinh thi toi khong thé, thua thanh tra,” Angell dap. “Ong 4y c6 nhiéu sting.”

“pay 1a khau sting do dai luc 1am,” thanh tra néi, do khau sing cho dng ta thay. “Pé
han 13 ky niém chién trwdng hay gi d4, tdi nghi vay.”

Trong khi thanh tra néi, Jan - van khong bi ai chd v - lai di qua hanh lang bén ngoai



theo hudng ngwoc lai ldc trwde, tay cam mot khiu sing, tim cach gidu giém.

Angell quan sat khau sung trong tay thanh tra. “Ong Warwick dung 13 cd stng cia
ngoai qudc, thira 6ng. Nhung 6ng ay tu lo vé mAy do san ban nay, khong cho tdi s& vao.”

Thanh tra téi bén Julian Farrar. “Thiéu ta Farrar,” dng néi, “han dng ciing cé dd ky niém
chién truedng. Khiu sing nay cé néi lén diéu gi véi 6ng khong?”

Farrar liéc qua khau sting. “Khong ndi 1én gi ca, toi e 1a thé,” 6ng ta tra 10i.

Thanh tra 1ap t@c quay di, dat khiu sdng vao trong cdp. “Tdi va ha si cadwallader,”
6ng thong bao véi moi ngudi, “sé can xem toan bd cho sing ctia 6ng Warwick mdt cach
can trong. Toi cho 14 6ng dy c6 gidy phép st dung cho hau hét chd sing dé.”

“Thua vang,” Angell khang dinh. “Gidy phép & trong t1 kéo, trong budng ngd. Sing va
cac loai vii khi khac & trong tt sung.”

Ha si Cadwallader di tgi cira thong phong, nhung bi Bennett ngan lai. “Chd mdt chut,”
c6 ndi, “anh can cd chia khéa méd ta sung.” C6 13y chia trong tii dwa cho ha si.

“Co khoa lai a?” thanh tra hoi, “Tai sao phai khéa?”

Bennett dap lai véi giong thang thirng khong kém. “Tdi khdng ngd dng cé thé hdi cau
dd,” cd dop chat. “sting va ca dan nita. Rt nguy hiém. Cai dd ai cling biét.”

Kim ché khdng cudi, ha si cam 14y chia khda roi di ra, dirng mot chit & ngudng clta dé
xem thanh tra c6 muon di cung khong. Cé vé bi Bennett lam hoi b& mat trong phong,
thanh tra Thomas chuyén sang ngudi khdc, “Tdi s& can hoi thém dng day, Angell,” r6i 6ng
cam cdp ra khoi phong. Ha s di theo, dé ctra mé& cho Angell.

Thé nhung nguwoi giip viée nay lai khéng ra khoi phong ngay ma liéc nhin Laura vdi vé
lo 14ng - Laura ltc nay dang ngdi nhin cham cham xudng nén nha - nén 6ng ta tdi chd
Julian Farrar, néi thi thAm, “vé cau chuyén nho d6, thwa dng, tdi thay rang nén giai quyét
cho sdm. Néu 6ng c6 cach nao...”

Farrar khé 1Am mdi thét ra 167, “Toi nghi rang... c¢é thé cé gidi phap.”

“cam on 6ng,” Angell thodng mot nu cudi. “CAm on 6ng rat nhiéu.” Ong ta dinh ra khéi
phong thi Farrar chan lai, “Cho mot chut da, Angell.”

Nguoi giup viéc quay lai, Farrar goi to, “Thanh tra Thomas!”

Khong khi cang thang bao trum. Mot 1at sau, thanh tra xuat hién & ngudng cta, di
theo van 13 ha si. “Cé diu gi vay, thiéu ta Farrar?” thanh tra nhe nhang hoi.

P3 1ay lai dugc phong thai tw nhién, thoai mai, Julian Farrar rao budc téi ghé banh,
“Trwdc khi 6ng lam viéc phai lam, t6i c6 diéu phai ndi cho ong rd, nhé ra nén ndi vdi dng
tr trude. Nhé ra toi phai ndi ngay ti sdng nay, nhung do qua dau budn nén quén mat. Ba
Warwick day cé néi véi tdi rang cd mot vai ddu tay ma 6ng dang mudn xac nhan. Trén
cai ban kia, 6ng néi thé thi phai.” Ong ta dirng lai, roi néi thém kha dé dang, “T6i nghi
rang d6 13 dau tay cta tdi, dng thanh tra.”

Trong mot lic, khong ai ndi 10i nao. Thanh tra chdm rii budc dén chd Farrar roi hoi,
trong giong ndi cd diéu gi dé nhu trach mac, “Toi qua 6ng cé mat & day, thiéu ta Farrar?”



“Phai,” Farrar dap. “T6i c6 qua day, thong thudng 1a qua sau bita tdi, dé néi chuyén véi
Richard.”

“va roi dng thay 6ng ay...?” thanh tra hoi.

“T6i thay Ong 4y cd vé buc bdi, khé &. Thé nén toi khong & lai 1au.”

“Luc do 1a may gid, thiéu ta Farrar?”

Farrar nghi truwdc khi tra 101, “Toi cling khong nhd. €6 1€ 1a muoi gio hay muoi rudi,
Khoang dd.”

Thanh tra quan sat ngudi dan dng. “Ong cd thé thu hep thdi gian nita dugc khong?”

“Tiéc 14 khong thé,” Farrar tra 15i ngay.

Sau mot chut im 1ang cang thang, thanh tra héi, cd giit giong binh thudng, “T6i khong
nght hai ngudi co cai co - 161 qua tiéng lai ch?”

“T4t nhién 13 khong,” Farrar dap vdi vé phan nd. Ong ta nhin dong ho, “Mudn roi, toi
phai 1am cht toa mdt cudc hop & toa thi chinh, khdng d& moi ngudi doi dwge.” Ong ta di
ra ca, “Néu 6ng khoéng phién...” Ong ta dirng lai  hanh lang.

“Khdéng nén dé cac dng nghi & toa thi chinh chd,” thanh tra dong v, chan budc theo,
“Nhung t6i chic 6ng ciing hiéu, thiéu t4 Farrar, rang tdi s& can cé ban tudng trinh cla
6ng vé viéc toi hom qua, ong & dau va lam gi. Co 18 ta sé gidp nhau vao sang ngay mai.”
Ong dirng lai rdi noéi tiép, “Ong cling hiéu 13 6ng khong cé nghia vu phai viét ban tudng
trinh, ma chi 13 6ng tw nguyén ma thoi - va ong cé quyén moi luat su téi, néu 6ng mudn.”

Ba Warwick da trd lia phong, ditng 6 ngudng clra, cira md nén nghe thay may 10i cudi
ctia thanh tra. Julian Farrar hit sAu khi hiéu duwgc sy nghiém trong trong nhitng diéu
thanh tra ndi. “Téi hiéu rdi, rat rd,” 6ng ta néi. “Sadng mai, muwdi git¥ duwge khong? Luat suw
clla toi sé co mat.”

Farrar theo 16i hanh lang ra ngoai, con thanh tra quay trd lai vdi Laura Warwick. “Ba c6
gap thiéu ta Farrar khi 6ng ay & day t6i qua khong?”

“THi... tdi..” Laura 4p Ung, nhwng ding lic dé Starkwedder xen vao bang cach bat khoi
ghé dang ngdi, dén bén ho, xen vio gitta thanh tra va Laura. “Téi khong nghi rang ba
Warwick ddy mudn trd 16i bat ky cau hoi nao lic nay dau,” ong ta noi.
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Starkwedder va thanh tra Thomas im lang nhin nhau, réi thanh tra néi nhe nhang, “Ong
ndi sao, ong Starkwedder?”

“Tdi noi rang,” Starkwedder dap, “rang tdi khong nghi bd Warwick mudn bi chat vin
vao lic nay.”

“Vay sao?” thanh tra gdm gu. “Viéc d6 thi lién quan téi 6ng hay sao?”

Ba Warwick - me cta Richard - tham gia cudc khiu chién. “Ong Starkwedder ndi
ding.”

Thanh tra quay sang Laura Warwick do hoi. Ba ta noéi, “kKhong, t6i khong muon tra 10i
gi vao luc nay.”

vé chién thing, Starkwedder cudi véi thanh tra. Thanh tra lién quay di, gidn dit budc
nhanh ra khoi phong cung vdi ha si. Angell di theo sau, déng ctra lai. Lién dé Laura thét
1én, “Nhung t6i cAn nodi, cAn phai cho ho biét...”

“Ong Starkwedder néi dung dé, Laura,” ba Warwick ap dat. “Luc nay cang it 16i cang
tot.” Ba gid chong gy nang né bwdc trong phong, noi tiép, “Phai 1ap tic lién lac véi 6ng
Adams.” Quay sang Starkwedder, ba gidi thich, “Ong Adams 1a luat su cta gia dinh.” Ba
liéc vé phia Bennett, “con khong di goi dién sao, Benny?”

Bennett gat dau, budc tdi chd dién thoai, nhwng ba Warwick di can lai. “khdng goi &
day, 1én gac goi,” ndi thém, “Laura, di cung luén di.”

Laura dirng day, ngap ngirng, khé hiéu véi ménh 1énh ctia me chéng. BA Warwick ndi
ludn, “Ta can noéi chuyén riéng vdi 6ng Starkwedder.”

“Nhung ma...” Laura md 10i thi bi ba Warwick ngan ngay, “DPtrng c6 lo gi ca, con dau a,”
ba an ai, “c lam theo 10i ta 1a dugc.”

Laura ngap ngirng roi cling di vao phong khdach, Bennett di dang sau, déng ca. Ba gia
warwick lién téi chd Starkwedder. “T6i khong biét con bao nhiéu thdi gian nita,” ba néi
nhanh, mat khong rdi cira, “tdi mudn o6ng gidp tdi.”

Starkwedder ngac nhién, “Gitp thé nao?”

Ngap ngung, ba Warwick noi tiép, “Ong rat nhanh tri - 6ng 1a ngudi la. Ong xuat thinh
linh trong cudc sdng cuia chung tdi, ching t6i khong biét gi vé 6ng cd, 6ng khong cd lién
quan gi vdi chung t6i.”

Starkwedder gat dau. “kKhach khong moi,” 6ng ta 1am bam, ghé ngudi twa vao tay ghé
sofa, “d3 cé ngudi ndi véi toi nhu vay roi.”

“Vi 6ng la ngudi la,” ba Warwick ndi tiép, “nén cd chuyén nay t6i muon 6ng lam gitp
t0i.” Ba bu'dc ra ngoai clra ra vrdn, nhin hai bén hanh lang.

Cho mot 1at, Starkwedder hoi, “biéu gi vay, ba Warwick?”

Ba Warwick tr@ lai phong, ndi gap gap. “Trudc tdi ngdy hom nay thi nguwoi ta da cd



nguyén nhan hop 1y cho thdm kich nay. Ngudi cd con bi con trai toi gdy tai nan ma chét
da dén day tra thu. Toi biét nghe cé vé nhu trong kich nhung thuc ra nhitng viéc nhu vay
van xay ra.”

“puing nhu ba ndi,” Starkwedder phu thém, phan van khong biét cudc ndi chuyén nay
sé di tdi dau.

“Nhung gio thi toi e 1a nguyén nhan dé khong con dwoc chip nhin nita. biéu dd kéo
vu sat ha con tdi trd lai véi gia dinh.” BA buwdc vé phia ghé banh. “Cé hai ngudi chic chan
khong thé ban con tdi, d6 1a vg nd va co Bennett. Hai d¥a chiing né & ciing nhau khi cé
tiéng sung.”

Starkwedder voi dwa mat nhin b3, nhung chi néi theo, “Pting vay.”

“Tuy nhién,” bd Warwick tiép tuc, “mic du Laura khdng thé ban chéng né, nhung cé
thé nd biét ai da ban.”

“Nhu vay thi ba ay tré thanh tong pham,” Starkwedder nhan xét. “Ba ay va cai 6ng
Julian Farrar cung thuc hién? B4 muon néi nhw vay?”

Vé khd chiu thoang qua khudn mat ctia ba Warwick. “T6i khong ¢d y ndi nhu vay.” Ba
lai ddnh mat vé phia ca, trwdc khi néi tiép, “Julian Farrar khong ban con trai toi.”

Starkwedder dtng bat ddy. “LAm sao ba biét dwgc chac chdn?”

“Tdi biét,” bA Warwick dap, mat nhin ngudi khach. “Téi dang ndi véi dng - mot ngudi
la - diéu ma khong ai trong nha biét,” ba néi mot cich binh than. “La thé nay, t6i khong
con nhiéu thoi gian trén cdi doi nay nita.”

“TOi rat 1ay lam tiéc...” Starkwedder chua kip ndi hét thi ba Warwick da ra hiéu ngirng
lai. “Toi dau cé ké cho dng dé xin 181 chia sé, cAm thong. T6i ndi cho dng dé 6ng rd cai diéu
rat khoé gidi thich nay. C6 nhitng ldc con ngwoi ta di téi nhitng quyét dinh ma néu nguoi
ta con nhidu nadm thang trodc mat thi sé khong quyét dinh nhu vay.”

“Vi du nhu?” Starkwedder hoi nho.

Ba Warwick ling nhin 6ng ta. “Trudc hét, tdi phai k& cho dng chuyén khac di, 6ng
Starkwedder a. T6i phai ké vdi 6ng vé con trai tdi da.” Ba di tdi ghé sofa, ngdi xudng. “Tdi
yéu con t6i 1dm. Khi con bé, con nho, nd cé nhiéu pham chat t&t. Né thanh cong, manh
m&, can dam, nhiét huyét, 13 nguoi ban dé chiu.” Ba dirng 18, nhu thé dang nhé lai ngay
dé. Ba ndi tiép, “T6i phai thd nhan 13 nhitng pham chat dé ciing cé hai cia nd. N4 khé
ki€ém soat ban than, khé kiém ché. Trong con ngudi nd cé sy nhan tdm, mot sy ngao
man dang sg. N6 con thanh cong thi khong sao. Nhuwng nd khong cé cai kha ning doi
mat vdi that bai, thé nén toéi da phai ching kién né tir t xuéng doc.”

Starkwedder ling 1& ngdi xudng ghé dau, ddi dién vdi ba.

“Néu nhu noéi 1a né da trd thanh quai vat,” me ctia Richard Warwick ndi tiép, “thi cing
1a qua 101, nhung ma xét theo khia canh nao d6 thi né dung la quai vat - quai vat vé
chinh cai toi, cai kiéu cang va tan bao cda nd. Vi nd da bi tan phé nén nd cd cai ao wde
mudn 1am hai ngudi khac.” Su dau budn nhu khac su trén khudén mat ba. “Thé nén moi



ngudi kho vi nd. Ong cé hiéu khong?”

“C6 18 tdi hiéu dugc.” Starkwedder dap nhe.

Giong ctia ba Warwick lai tr§ vé trang thai mém mai, “T6i rat quy con dau t6i. N6 cé ca
tinh, nd cd trai tim nhan hau, né cé ca sic manh dé chiu dung. Richard di ton thuong
nd, nhung tdi cling khong rd 14 nd cé bao gi®¥ yéu chéng bao gid chua. €6 diéu tdi cé thé
khang dinh rang Laura dd 1am moi diéu ma mot ngudi vo cd thé 1am dé nhitng bénh tat
va thai do ctia Richard trd nén chiu dung duwgc.”

Ba trdm ngam, budn ba ndi tiép, “Nhung, Richard, né khong muon dwoc gitp dd, né
khuéc tir vo nd. C6 lic to6i nghi né cadm ghét vo, cd 18 viéc dd cling 1a tuw nhién thoi. Thé
nén khi tdi néi véi dng rang viéc khong tranh khoi da xay ra, thi toi cho rang éng sé hiéu
101 t0i. Laura da phai long nguoi dan ong khac, nguwdi kia cling vay.”

Starkwedder ngdm nghi vé 161 ba Warwick, ‘Tai sao ba lai néi chuyén nay vdi t6i?”

“BOi vi 6ng la ngudi la,” ba dap. “Nhitng diéu yéu, ghét nay khong cd y nghia gi vdi 6ng
c3, dng cd thé nghe mot cach v tu.”

“Cling c4 thé 1a vay.”

Nhu thé khong nghe thay 15i d6, bA Warwick tiép tuc, “pén mot lic, dudng nhu mot
chuyén sé gidi quyét dugc moi khé khan. Richard chét.”

Starkwedder van khong ngirng nhin nét mat ba. “va roi, that 1a thuan tién 1a Richard
da chét?”

“Phai,” ba Warwick tra 10i.

‘Hai ngudi khong ndi gi nita. Sau dé Starkwedder ditng diy, bwdc quanh chiéc ghé dau,
lai bwdc téi ban 18y mot diéu thudc ra. “Xin phép ba cho tdi hdi thang,” dng ta noi. “Cé
phai ba dang thi nhan d3 giét con trai khong?”
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Ba Warwick im ldng mot lic r6i ndi rd rang tung chi, “T6i hoi 6ng cdu nay, ong
Starkwedder. Ong cé cho rang khi sinh ra ai d6 thi ngudi ta cling cé quyén 1y di mang
song d6 hay khong?”

Starkwedder budc qua bude lai trong phong, suy nghi vé cau hoi nay. Cudi cung 6ng ta
ndi, “pa cé nhiéu ba me giét con minh réi. Nhwng 1y do thwdng 1a ban thiu - tién bao
hiém - hodc 12 ho da cd hai hay ba dwa roi, khong muén cé thém nita.” Ong ta quay lai
nhin b3 hoi nhanh, “Richard chét di cé gidp ba vé tai chinh hay khong?”

“Khong, khong cd,” ba Warwick dap.

Starkwedder phdy tay. “Ba thi¥ 16i cho tdi néi thang...” dng ta lién bi ba Warwick - von
da day vé tho 16 trong giong ndi - cudp 10i, “Ong cé hiéu tdi dang ndi gi véi 6ng khong
thé?”

“Cd, tdi hidu,” 6ng ta dap. “Ba dang ndi vdi toi 12 me giét con 13 mot kha ning.” Ong ta
budc tdi sofa, ti xudng ndi tiép, “Ba dang ndi cu thé 1a cé kha nang 13 chinh ba giét con
trai.” Ong ta dirng lai, nhin ba gia. “bd 13 gid thuyét hay dé 1a su thuc?”

“T6i khong thd nhan diéu gi cd,” ba Warwick dap. “pon gidn 1a t6i cho 6ng thay mot
quan diém tho6i. Mot kha ning phai d6i mat vi t6i khdng con séng 1au trén doi nay nita.
Va trong truong hop do, tdi muon 6ng gilt cai nay va st dung nd.” Ba 13y tir trong tui ra
mot chiéc phong bi, dwa cho Ong ta.

Starkwedder cAm chiéc phong bi, nhung néi thém, “Thé cling tét, nhuwng téi khong c6
mat & day nita, toi sé vé Abadan lam viéc nhu cii.”

Ba Warwick phay tay, rd rang 1a coi chuyén dé chang vao dau, “Ong dau cé cach ly vdi
thé gidi van minh,” ba ta nhic nhd. “Sé cé bdo cho dng doc, dai cho 6ng nghe, ké ca §
Abadan.”

“0, phai, qua la ching t6i cling dwgc van minh téi tham.”

“Thé thi 6ng c gitt phong bi dé. Ong cd thay tén ngwodi nhin chwa?”

Starkwedder liéc nhin phong bi, “Canh sat trudng. Phai. Nhung phai ndi 1a tbi chua
hiéu hét y ctia ba dau,” 6ng ta ndi. “La phu nit ma ba gitt bi mat gidi that ddy. Ba thd nhan
da giét ngudi hodc 13 ba biét tht pham, cé dung khong?”

Ba nhin di cho khéc, “T6i khdng mudn néi vé dé tai ds.”

Starkwedder ngbi xuong ghé banh, “Thé nhung, t6i lai rit muon biét ba dang nghi gi co
day.”

“TOi e 13 s€ khong noi cho 6ng duge dau,” ba Warwick dap lai. “Ong ciing ndi roi, du la
dan ba, to6i gilt bi mat gioi ma.”

Starkwedder quyét dinh dung chién thuat khac. “Tay giip viéc - cai 6ng cham sd6c cho
con trai ba iy ...” dng ta dirng nhu thé dang cd nhd tén ngudi dan 6ng.



“La 6ng Angell,” ba Warwick ndi, “cé chuyén gi v4i ong ay?”

“Ba c6 wa ong ta khong?” Starkwedder hoi.

“Khong, khong hé,” ba dap. “Nhung dng ta dugc viée, vdi lai Richard cling chang phai 1a
ngudi dé chiu.”

“Tdi ciing cho rang khéng phai,” Starkwedder nhin xét. “Nhung Angell chiu dwoc
nhitng kho khan dé?”

“Ong ta dwgc bl dap tot,” bd Warwick khd khan néi.

Starkwedder lai rdo buwdc trong phong mot luc, sau d6 quay lai doi dién véi ba
warwick, ¢ gang cho ba tip trung, héi ging, “Richard ndm duoc didu gi & dng ta chang?”

BA gid cd vé ban khodn. “Ong ta w?” ba ta héi lai, “Y 6ng 1a sao? A, tdi hiéu i, y 6ng 1a
Richard cé biét diéu gi toi té vé Angell khong phai khong?”

“Phai, y toi 1a vay,” Starkwedder khang dinh. “Ong iy nam duoc gi vé Angell?”

Ba Warwick suy nghi mot ltic roi méi dap, “kKhong, chac khong dau.”

“Toi dang tu hoéi...” 6ng ta noi.

“Y 6ng 13,” ba Warwick cat ngang, khong con kién nhan nita, “cé thé Angell dd ban con
t6i? T6i nghi ngd chuyén do day.

“T6i hiéu. Ba khdng tin chuyén theo hudng dd,” Starkwedder néi, “That dang tiéc,
nhung cé kha nang dé.”

Ba Warwick 14p tic ditng 1én, “CAm on nhiéu, ong Starkwedder. Ong that 1a tot véi
ching t6i.”

Ba dua tay vé phia nguwoi khach. Cling hoi la véi thai do bat ngd ctia ba gia, nguoi
khach bat tay b3, sau d6 di ra m& clra, chan chir mot Iic rdi quyét dinh budc di, déng clta
lai. Nhin xudng chiéc phong bi, dng ta 1am bam, “Mdt ngudi dan ba la lung.”

ThAy Bennett trd lai phong, mat lo 1Ang va trAm tw, dng ta voi nhét phong bi vao tui.
“Ba 4y ndi gi véi 6ng thé,” co ta hoi.

Starkwedder ngac nhién, tim cach kéo dai thoi gian, “Cai gi co?” 6ng ta hoi lai.

“Ba Warwick - ba 4y noi gi vdi 6ng?” Bennett hoi lai.

Tranh tra 101 truc tiép, Starkwedder chi nhan xét, “Co cé vé khong vui.”

“Tat nhién 13 t6i khong vui,” c6 ta dap. “T6i biét ba &y ddm 1am nhitng gi.”

Starkwedder nhin cd giup viéc cham chu, hoéi, “Ba Warwick dam lam diéu gi? Giét
nguoi chang?”

Bennett buwdc mot buwde lai gdn 6ng khach, “Ba &y muodn oOng tin thé ding khong?
Khong cé dau. Ong phai hiéu 14 chuyén dé khdng ding dau.”

“A, 1dm sao ma doan chac dwgc. Ciing 1a mot kha nang,” dng ta ra vé phan xét.

“Nhung t6i néi véi ong 13 khong phai,” cd ta khang dinh.

“Lam thé nao ma c6 biét dwgc?” Starkwedder héi.

“T06i biét,” Bennett dap. “Ong cd biét trong nha nay cé diéu gi ma t6i khong biét khong?
TOi 8 véi ho nhiéu nam roi. Nhiéu ndm réi.” Co ta ngodi xuong ghé. “Tdi chadm sdéc cho ho,



tat ca moi nguoi.”

“Ké c4 6ng Richard Warwick qua c6?” Starkwedder hoi.

Bennett tram tw mot ldc. “Trwdc day toi cling cd thoi thich 6ng ay,” co ta dap.

Starkwedder im 13ng ngdi nghe trén ghé& dau, néi nhé khi thiy c6 dirng lai, “Tiép di.”

“Ong 4y da thay ddi,” Bennett noéi. “Ong ay - 1a nguwdi khac. TAm tri 6ng 4y da khac
nhiéu. Co luc 6ng ay 1a quy dit.”

“Phai, chuyén do moi ngudi cling cé ndi,” Starkwedder noéi theo.

“Nhung néu nhu 6ng biét 1a 6ng ay trude kia thé nao...”

Ong khach ngat 161, “T6i khong tin chuyén dd. Téi khdng nghi con ngudi ta thay doi
dau.”

“Richard thay d6i ma,” Bennett quyét tAm bao vé.

“0 khong, khong hé,” Starkwedder dau lai rdi tiép tuc budc qua lai trong phong.

“Chic 6ng nhin nhan van dé khong ding thoi.”

“Tdi cho rang 6ng ay, duwdi vé bén ngoai, ludn 14 mot con quy. T6i cho rang dng ta thudc
mAau ngudi cin dwoc hanh phtc va thanh dat - néu khong.... Nhitng ngudi d6 gidu di ban
chét clia minh mién 13 ho cd dugc cai ho mudn. Nhuwng bén trong, cai xau xa dé van ngu
tri.”

Ong ta quay lai nhin thang vio Bennett, “Su tan bao ciia dng ta ludn ton tai & dé, toi
cho rang thé day. C6 thé ong ta tirng 1a ké hay bat nat & trwdng hoc. Ong ta hap dan phu
nit, tat nhién. Phu nit ludn bi thu hat bdi nhitng ké bat nat dwge nguwdi khac. Ong ta giai
khuay bang nhitng trd san ban, tdi doan chac viéc d4.” Ong ta chi nhitng bang chirng san
ban huy hoang lén tudnsg.

“Richard Warwick han 14 ¢ cai tdi cuc ky khting khiép,” 6ng ta néi tiép. “An tuwgng vé
ong ta 1a vay khi moi ngudi ké lai cho t6i biét. Ong ta théa man khi xay dung hinh twong
minh 1a ngwoi tot, rong lwgng, thanh dat, dang yéu va nhiéu cai khic nita.” Starkwedder
van khong ngirng bude. “Nhung cai xu xa van & dé, luén & dd. Thé roi dng ta bi tai nan.
Tai nan do6 chi lam bong cai bé ngoai di ma thodi, sau dé moi nguwdi nhin thiy con ngudi
thuc ctia 6ng ta.”

Bennett ding 1én. “Tdi khong thay 6ng cd lién quan gi ma néi nhu vay,” giong c6 phan
nd. “Ong 1a nguwdi ngoai, ngwoi la, biét gi ma ndéi.”

“C6 18 khong biét that, nhung t6i da nghe dugc nhiéu diéu,” Starkwedder bat lai. “Ai
cling muo6n tam su vdi toi vi mot Iy do gi dd.”

“Phai roi, phai roi. Chang phai gid tdi cling dang ndi chuyén véi éng dé sao?” cd ta thd
nhan réi ngdi xuéng. “Pé 13 vi chiing t6i khong dam ndi véi nhau.” €6 nhin 1én 6ng khach,
cau khan, “Udc gi dng dirng di voi.”

Starkwedder lac dau. “Tdi ¢ gitip dwoc gi dau,” 6ng ta néi. “T6i chi dwge mdi viée 1a lao
vao, phat hién ra xac chét cho moi nguoi.”

“Nhung chinh t6i v4i Laura phat hién ra xac ctia Richard ma,” Bennett phan doi. Co



ngung ndi, suy nghi réi ndi thém, “Hay la Laura.... 12 6ng
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Starkwedder nhin Bennett cudi, "Co cling 1a ngudi nhay bén day nhi?".

Bennett khong roi mat khoi nguwdi khach, "Ong gitip ba dy?" CAu héi nghe nhu 15 cdo
budc.

Nguwoi khach budce tranh di. "Co tudng twong roi day,” ong ta noi.

"Khong, khong dau,” Bennett cu’ lai. "To6i mudn Laura duwgc hanh phuc. T6i rat mudn ba
ay dugc hanh phuc.”

Starkwedder quay lai nhin, thot 1én, "Me kiép, t0i cling thé thoi."

Bennett ngac nhién nhin 6ng ta, lic sau mdi ndi. "Néu thé thi toi... toi phai..." CO ta
chua ndi hét cau thi da bi Starkwedder ra hiéu yén lang. "Ch¢ mot chut nao.” Ong ta voi
budc tdi cra ra vieon, mé ra goi vdi ra ngoai, "Cau lam gi § d6 thé?”

Bennett liic ndy da thay Jan & ngoai bii cd, tay cAm khAu sting, 14p tdc c6 ditng 1én di
tdi cia va thuc giuc, "Jan, Jan. Pua khiu sing cho chi.”

Nhung Jan nhanh hon Bennett; ciu ta chay di vira cwoi ha ha vira hét 1én, "Pén day
ma lay.” Bennett hoi ha chay theo goi, "Jan, Jan."

Starkwedder ding nhin ra bai c6 xem tinh hinh thé nao réi dinh di ra thi thay Laura di
vao phong.

"Ong thanh tra dau r6i?" Laura haéi.

Starkwedder ra hiéu dé Laura déng cta lai. Laura dén bén Starkwedder, giong khan
cAu, "Micheal, xin dng hiéu cho, Julian khong giét Richard dau."

"Thé sao?" Starkwedder lanh lung dap lai. "Ong ta ndi thé a?"

"Ong khong tin t6i cling dugc, nhung d6 13 sy’ that.” Giong Laura da tuyét vong.

"Ba tin do la su' thuc,” Starkwedder noi ro.

"Khong, t6i biét do 1a su thuc,” Laura noi. "Ong ay nghi 12 toi giét Richard.”

Starkwedder rdi canh cra, di vao trong phong. "Cling c¢6 gi dang ngac nhién dau,” 6ng ta
cudi chua xét, “chinh tdi cling nghi thé cd ma, diung khong?”

Giong Laura lic ndy codn tuyét vong hon nita, "Ong ay cho rang téi da ban Richard,
nhung dng 4y khong dadm d6i dién véi viée d6, né khién 6ng 4y..." Ba ta dirng lai, xau ho.
"Khién 6ng 4y thay ddi tinh cdm déi vdi t6i."

Lanh Iting nhin ba ta, Starkwedder nodi, "Thé ma khi ba tudng dng ta hai Richard thi ba
nhan 14y thay ma chang phin van diéu gl." R6i dot nhién 6ng ta cudi. "Phu nit qua la
tuyét vdil" 6ng ta lam bam, tua vao tay ghé sofa. "Piéu gi khién Farrar chip nhan su thuc
dang sg 13 dng ta toi qua cé mat & day? blirng cd ndi vdi tdi rang 6ng ta nhan don gian vi
do 1a su thuc.”

"La vi Angell," Laura dap. "Angell da thay... hoac ndi 1a da thay... Julian & day."

"Phai r0i,” Starkwedder nhin xét kém tiéng cudi cay dang. "Toi cling ngi thly mui



tong tién dau dd. Tay Angell ndy chang phai ngudi tir té."

"Ong ta noi da thay Julian ngay sau... sau khi cé tiéng sting,” Laura ké. "0i, tdi sg 1am.
Moi viéc bat dau khdp lai rdi, téi sg 1am."

Starkwedder dén bén Laura, dat tay 1én vai ba ta. "Ping sg,” ong ta trn an. "Moi viéc sé
6n ca thoi.”

Laura lac dau, ndi qua nwdc mat, "Chac khong dau.”

"T6i dAm bao 13 s& 6n,” Starkwedder 1ac nhe vai ba cht nha.

Laura phan van nhin ngudi khach. "cé Iic ndo ta biét ai thuc sy ban Richard khong?"

Starkwedder nhin Laura mot Itc khong ndi gi, sau dd di ra clra ngd ra vieon quan sat.
"Hinh nhu cd Bennett khang dinh da biét moi chuyén xay ra."

"Co Ay ltic ndo cha khang dinh, nhung ciing hay nham 1an."

Thay cd gi d6 la ngoai vudn, Starkwedder vay Laura lai gin. Laura chay t&i, cAm 14y tay
Starkwedder ltc ndy dang dwa ra. "Phai roi, Laura,” dng ta khé reo 1én, mat nhin ra vuon,
"T0i cling nghi thé."

"Cai gl co?"

"Ssh!”

Gan nhu dang lic dé thi Bennett ciing ti sanh di vao. "Ong Starkwedder,” c6 ndi gap
gap. "Sang phong bén kia - thanh tra cling  d6. Nhanh 1én."

Starkwedder cung Laura nhanh chdng roi thu phong di ra, khép cra lai. Khi ho da di
khoi, Bennett nhin ra ngodi vuedn ldc nay nang d3 dan tat. "vio day ndo, Jan," cd goi.
"Pirng dua nita, vao day di. Nhanh 1én.”
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Bennett vay Jan roi i lai, d@ng xé sang mot bén clra. Jan chay téi hanh lang, ddng nhu
vira muon ndi loan lai vira cé chit ngwong ngip véi thang lgi cé dwge. Tay ciu ta van
cam khau sung.

"Nay, Jan. Lam thé ndo ma ciu 14y sung ra dwoc thé ha?" Bennett hoi.

Jan di han vao phong. "Chi twdng chi khon 1dm h3, chi Benny?” ciu ta hting hé. "Khon
day, khoéa hét sing ctia Richard & dang kia." Cau ta hit dau vé phia sanh. "Nhung toi tim
dugc cai chia mé duwgc ti sing. Gio thi toi cd sung roi, y nhu Richard. T6i sé con cé nhiéu
sung nita co. THi s& ban cho ma xem." CAu ta dot nhién gio sing nham vao Bennett khién
cd ta hoang hét. "Can thin day, Benny," cau ta khé cudi, "kéo tdi ban day."

Bennett cd gidu su s¢ hai, kim giong ndéi sao cho mém mai nhat, "Sao lai thé, ciu sé
khong ban dau, chi biét ma."

Jan van chia sting vao Bennett, nhung nghi thé ndo lai ha sting xuéng. "DI nhién 1a
khdng ban dau.”

"Vé6i lai cAu dau codn 13 thang bé khong biét diéu nita,” Bennett ndi, tran an. "Gid¥ cau da
trudng thanh roi, dung khong nao?”

Mat Jan sang 1én. CAu ta bu'dc téi ban viét, ngdi xudng ghé. "Pung roi, gid toi 1a dan 6ng
roi. Richard chét roi, gio chi con toi la dan 6ng trong nha."

"Thé nén chi biét 12 cAu s& khong ban chi dau,” Bennett néi. "cau chi ban ké thi thoi."

"Pung roi," Jan sung swdng reo 1én.

Bennett cd gan cAn nhac chon ti ngit rdi mdi ndi, "HOi con chién tranh, néu cAu tham
gia khang chién, néu ma ban dwgc quan dich thi s& vach mot vét trén sting day."

"Thé 42" Jan 14p t&c ngdm nghia khau sting trong tay. "Ngudi ta 1am thé that 42" cau ta
hdo hitng nhin Bennett. "Cé ai vach dugc nhiéu khong?”

"C6 chi, cé ngudi vach duwoc rat nhiéu.”

Jan cang vui hoi, "Thich thé," ciu ta reo.

"T4t nhién,” Bennett tiép tuc, "1 cé ngwdi khong ban dwgc ai... nhung ¢ nguwdi ban
dugc.”

"Richard ban dugc,” Jan nhac.

"Phai r0i, Richard thich ban giét," Bennett th nhén, quay di chd khac nhu khong cé
diéu gi quan trong, hai tiép, "Cau ciing thich giét choc dung khong, Jan?"

Jan, ngodi tAm mat cla Bennett, moi mot con dao nhip ra khéi tdi, cd gang tao mot
vach trén sung. "Giét thich phét day,” cu ta nhan xét.

Bennett quay lai nhin ciu ta. "Cau khéng muén bi Richard dudi di ding khong?" c6 héi
nho.

"Anh 4y bao t6i s& phai di,” Jan gAm gt nhd lai. "Anh 4y ac.”



Bennett budc lai dang sau ghé Jan dang ngdi. "Chi nhd ciu bao Richard 13 ciu sé& giét
ong 4y néu ong iy bat cau phai di."

"Thé 4?" Jan tra 10i mot cach tho o.

"Nhung cdu khong giét dng ay day ch?” Bennett hoi, ngit diéu khién Jan cam thay do
cling khong han 12 mot cau hai.

"Khong, tdi khong giét anh dy," Jan van t6 ra chang quan tam.

"Thé thi yéu dudi roi,” Bennett budng 15i nhan xét.

Nét han hoc khé van 1én trong mat Jan. "That thé 42"

"Pung day. Pa bao 1a giét 6ng 4y ma cudi cung lai khong 1am.” Bennett di quanh ban
viét, nhuwng mat hwéng tdi cra. "Néu ai ma doa nhét chi thi chi sé& giét ngay, giét that ay."

"Ai bdo 1a nguoi khac giét?” Jan ndi nhanh. "Cé khi 1a t6i that day.”

"0 khong, khong phai 1a cau,” Bennett ndi, ha giong. "Cau van con 1 tré con ma, 1am gi
ma dam ch.”

Jan bat day, lui lai. "Chi nghi t6i khong dam sao?" Ciu ta gan nhu rit 1én. "Chi nghi thé
sao?”

"U, chi nghi nhu thé." C6 ta co tinh choc tic Jan. "C4u lam gi ma dam giét Richard. Cau
phai cé gan, phai Ién nita thi médi lam dwgc.”

Jan xoay ngudi lai, chirng nhw muon bé di. "Chi cha biét duwgc dau,” ciu ta c6 vé dau
long. "Chi Benny, chi cha biét duwgc dau.”

"C6 diéu gi chi khong biét a?" Bennett hdi. "Cau cudi chi dé sao Jan?” Chdp 13y co hoi, cb
ta khé mé& cra thong phong, con Jan d@ng gan cira ra viedm. Anh nang chiéu van con kip
hat vao trong.

"Phai, phai, toi cwoi day,” Jan gao 1én. "T6i cwdi vi toi thay toi khon hon chi nhiéu.”

Cau ta trd lai trong phong, Bennett hoi gidt minh, voi biu vao khung ctra thong phong,
Jan bwdc tdi. "Toi biét diéu chi khong biét,” Jan ndi, da binh tinh hon.

"cau biét diéu chi khong biét w?" Bennett hdi, co to ra khong qua lo 1ang.

Jan khong tra 101 ma chi cudi bi hiém. Bennett di tdi hoi, "CAu khéng dinh néi cho chi
a? Hay khong tin chi day ha?"

Jan Ui ra xa, "Toi chang tin ai c3,"” cAu ta cay dang néi.

Bennett ddi giong sang ngac nhién. "Gid chi thdy 1a tr trwde téi nay cau van rat thong
minh."

Jan khuic khich. "Chi s& thay 1a t6i thong minh dén mic nao."

CO6 ta nhin Jan, phdéng doan, "C6 18 c6 nhiéu chuyén vé cidu ma chi khong biét that."

"Nhiéu, nhiéu 1am," Jan ndi. "Con tdi lai biét bao nhiéu 1a chuyén vé moi ngudi, nhung
tdi khong noi ra. Co nhiéu 1an t6i thic day gitta dém, toi di lai trong nha, thay nhiéu diéu,
nhung khong ndi thoi."

Tao ra khong khi nhu cing tham gia &m muu, Bennett thi tham, "Gi® cau c6 bi mat
16n ding khong?”



Jan gac han mot chan 1én ghé. "B mat 1én. Bi mat 16n.” CAu ra rit 1én vui vé. "Cé khi chi
sé sg day, néu chi biét,” cau ta vira ndi vira cudi dién dai.

Bennett t§i gin ciu ta hon. "Thé co 4? Chi sg 42" cb ta hdi. "Chi phai sg¢ ciu hay sao,
Jan?" Ping ngay trrdc mat Jan, cd ta nhin thang vao mit cau thanh nién.

Jan ngobi do, nhin lén, vé mat vui swdng bién di mat, giong néi nghiém trong trd lai,
"Phai, chi s€ sg'toi."

Bennett ti€p tuc nhin ciu ta chadm chd. "Téi khéng con nhan ra ciu day,” c6 ta thu
nhan. "Gid t6i mdi bat dau thay con ngudi that ctia ciu, Jan.”

Nhitng thay ddi trong thai do ctia Jan da rd rang hon. Cau ta néi nhu hét, giong hoang
dai, "Cha cé ai hiéu dugc t6i c3, chang ai biét t6i 1am dugc gi cd.” Cau ta ving quay lung
lai phia Bennett. "Richard chi biét ngbi kia bAn mAy con chim ngu ngdc.” Cau ta quay lai
nhin Bennett, "Anh 4y chang bao gif nghi s& cé ngwdi s& ban minh, dung khong?"

"Khong. b6 13 sai lam ctia ong ay."

Jan ding 1én. "Pung roi, do 1a sai lAm. Anh 3y c@ twdng sé ép t6i di dwoc co day. Toi cho
anh ay biét."

"Cau u?" Bennett hoi nhanh. "Cho biét thé nao?"

Jan gian tra nhin Bennett, mot lic mdi dap, "Khong ndi dau.”

"Noi di ma Jan,” Bennett nai ni.

"Khdng," ciu ta khé& quat, budc 1ui ra, tdi ghé banh lién nhay vao ngdi, 1ay khau stung ap
vao ma. "Khong ndi cho ai hét."

Bennett lai di theo. "CAu 1am thé chic cling duing. C4 1& chi dodn dugc viée cu d3 1am,
nhung chi khong néi dau. Pd 1a bi mét ciia cau ma, dang khong?”

"Pung, bi mat ctia toi,” Jan dap. Cau ta di di lai lai trong phong. "Khong ai biét t6i thé
nao diu,” ciu ta tiép tuc noéi nhu reo. "Tdi nguy hiém day, moi ngudi phai can than véi
toi. Phai can than, nguy hiém diy nhé."

Bennett budn rau nhin cAu ta. "Richard khong biét cAu nguy hiém. Han 13 6ng ay da rat
ngac nhién."

Jan trd lai chiéc ghé banh, nhin ghé nhu cd nguwdi ngodi & dd. "bung, anh ay ngac nhién.
M3t trong ngd ldm. Xong rdi thi dau guc xudng, cd mau nita, khdng con c ddng dugc gi.
T6i d3 cho anh 4y biét, cho biét roi ddy. Gid thi Richard khong bat t6i di duwgc nita.”

CAu ta ti vao mdt bén ghé sofa, vy khau sting vé phia Bennett dang c6 gang khong dé
nwdc mat trao ra. "Nhin day,” Jan ra 1énh. "Chi nhin day. T6i da vach 1én sung roi day
nay.” Cau ta lay dao gd vao khiu sing.

"C4u vach roi." Bennett budc téi. "Cé thay thich khong?" € ta tim cach giang 1y khau
sung, nhuwng Jan nhanh tay hon.

"Pirng c6 lam thé," ciu ta hét 1én, Ui ra xa. "Khong ai cd thé 14y sung cla tdi dudc.
Canh sat ma dén day bat tdi, toi sé ban day."

"PAu can phai lam thé" Bennett ndi. "Khoéng can diu. Cau thong minh co ma. Thong



minh thé thi 1am sao ngwoi ta nghi ngd ch.”

"L3o cadnh sat ngu. Canh sat ngu.” Jan hét 1én sung swdng. "Richard cling ngu.” Cau ta
gio sing huwdng vé hinh dnh Richard twdng tuwong, cling vira lic cta thong phong ma ra.
Hoang hot, cu ta lao ra vueon. Bennett sup xudng sofa ngoi khdoc khi thanh tra Thomas
cung ha si Cadwalladder budc vao.
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"Pudi theo ciu ta, nhanh!" thanh tra quat Cadwallader khi vira vao tdéi phong, khién vién
ha si bat lao ra hanh lang. Starkwadder cing da twr 16i sanh chay téi, Laura ciing téi -
chay tdi ctra ra vueon dirng nhin ra. Angell xuat hién va cfing chay tdi bén clra ra vu'on. Ba
gia Warwick dirng nhu tuw'gng ¢ ngudng clra.

Thanh tra Thomas quay sang Bennett. “Thdi nao, thoi ndo,” 6ng ta an ti. "C6 khong can
phai cang thang qua, cd 1am rat tot."

Giong nic nd, Bennett noi, "Toi biét tir trwdc. Ong thay day, trong nha nay tdi hiéu Jan
hon ai hét. T6i biét 1a Richard d3 diy ciu 4y di qua xa... tdi biét... biét 1a... Jan dA trd nén
nguy hiém."

"Jan!" Laura thot 1én, kém theo mot tiéng thé dai tuyét vong. "Sao lai 1a Jan dwoc?
Khong thé ndo." Laura sup xudng ghé canh ban viét. "Tdi khong tin."

Ba gia Warwick trirng trirng nhin Bennett. "Sao ¢0 lai 1am thé dugc ha, Benny? Sao lai
lam thé duwgc?” giong ba day trach c. "Toi c& nghi it ra co cling 1a ngudi trung thanh.”

Bennett dap vdi giong thach thitc. "Co nhiéu Itc thi sy that quan trong hon long trung
thanh. Ba... tat cd moi nguoi... cAn phai thiy Jan nguy hiém. Cau iy ngoan, dé mén...
nhung ma..." Qua dau buon, cd ta khong ndi tiép duoc.

Ba Warwick tir tir, budn ba budc t&i ghé banh ngdi xudng, mat nhin vio khodng khong.

Thanh tra nhe nhang néi tiép suy nghi cia Bennett. "Khi con ngudi ta qua mot dd tudi
nhit dinh thi s& trd§ nén nguy hiém vi lic d6 khong hiéu 13 minh dang 1am gi nita. N6
khong tw danh gid dwgc hanh vi, khong kiém soat dugc.” Ong ta di téi bén ba gid
Warwick. "Cu cling khong nén qua dau buodn. T6i s& dadm bao cho ciu ta dwoc doi xa
nhan dao, dugc chdm sdc. Vu nay da rd roi, téi nghi vay. Cau ta khdng phai chiu trach
nhiém vé hanh vi cia minh. Phan quyét sé 1a gilt lai trong mdt moi trwong khép kin va
thoai mai. biéu dd thi sém hay mudn, ké ca khong xay ra viéc nay, ciing sé phai dén
thoi.” Ong ta quay di, budc vong vong trong phong, tién tay dong civa ra sanh.

"Phai, phai, t6i biét 13 dng ndi ding,” ba Warwick thu nhan, quay sang Bennett, "Tdi rat
tiéc, Bennett. C6 bao 13 khodng ai khac biét 14 né nguy hiém, nhung khong phai dau. Toi
biét... nhung ma t6i... t6i khong biét 1am thé nao vdi nd.”

"Phai cd ai lam gi do!" Bennett ddp lai manh mé. C4 can phong roi vao im lang, cang
thang khi moi ngudi chd doi ha si cadwallader dwa Jan trd lai.

Luc d6, phia bén dudng, cdch ngdi nha vai trim mét, swong mu dad bat dau tran tdi,
vién ha s da don Jan vao géc tudng. Jan di d& khau sing, hét 1én, "Plirng cé lai gan nita.
T6i khong dé ai nhét to6i lai dau. THi s& ban 6ng ddy, ndi that day. Toi khong sg ai hét."

Vién ha si dirng lai & cu’ ly hai muoi bd. "Thoi nao, chang trai,” anh ta ninh. "Lam gi ¢6
ai muon hai cAu dau. Sing dan nguy hiém 1am. Bua cho t6i d3, roi vao nha néi chuyén



sau vdi gia dinh. Ho s€ gitip cau.”

Anh ta budc thém vai budc vé phia Jan nhung voi dirng ngay khi ciu ta ri 1én, "Toi noi
that, toi s& ban. Canh sat cling mac ké. T6i khdng so dau.”

"Tat nhién la cé gi ma phai sg,” ha si dap. "Cau khong cé 1y gi phai sg toi hét. T6i khong
1Am gi hai cau. Pi vio nha vdi tdi ndo.” Ha sT lai buwdc téi, nhung Jan givong sing 1én, ban
hai phat lién tiép. Phat dau truwot, nhwng phat th hai tring vai tay trai cia Cadwallader
lam anh ta bat ra tiéng kéu nhung van lao vao Jan, quit ciu ta ngd xudng dat. Sung lai
no. Jan ngap ngap rdi nam yén.

Kinh hoang, vién ha si chi con biét quy ngay bén canh, dau dén nhin ciu ta. "Ping,
dirng,” anh ta liu ludi, "dirng cd chét. Chda oi gidp con...” Anh ta kiém tra mach cta Jan,
roi 1ac dau.

Cadwallader dirng 1én, 1ui ra xa vai budc réi méi dé y thay tay minh day mau, voi lay
khan tay ra quan xung quanh, chay vé phia can nha, tay trai gio Ién troi, dau dén.

Luc anh ta trd lai gin cra ra vudn lién 13p bap goi, "Sép,” khi thanh tra chay ra hanh
lang.

"Chuyén gi thé nay?" thanh tra héi.

Nhu khong con thd noi, ha si tra 16, "Kinh khting qud, kinh khing qua.” Starkwedder
d& anh ta vao trong phong, ha silan tdi ghé, ngdi xudéng.

Thanh tra d3 di*ng bén canh tr liic ndo. "Tay lam sao thé kia?"

"PE& tdi xem,” Starkwedder 1Am bam, giit chit canh tay cia ha si Cadwallader, nhe
nhang g& miéng vai gio’ d3 thdm ddm mau, 14y khan tay cia chinh minh tir trong tui ra,
budc can than quanh tay cta ha si.

"Swong mu dén roi," Cadwallader bat dau gidi thich, "khé nhin rd xung quanh 1am, cau
ta ban tdi, dang kia, bén kia dudng, sat bia rirng ay."

Laura vdi vé mat kinh hai chay tdi cira ra vieon nhin theo huwdng do.

"Cau ta ban hai phat,” ha sT néi, "phdt thi hai trdng tay toi."

Bennett vung ding day, tay che miéng kim tiéng kéu. "T6i dd co doat sung cua ciu ay,
nhung tay tdi khong diéu khién duge nhy' vy, moi ngudi thay day..."

"ROi. Sao nita?” thanh tra hoi.

"Ngdn tay ciu ta van & trén co,” ha s néi khong ra hoi. "Cudp co. Ban dung vao tim. Cau
ta chét roi.”
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LOi ké ctia ha si cadwallader dugc dap lai bang khong khi im 1ang so hai. Laura 14y ty bit
miéng, kim tiéng kéu nic nghen, tirng budc lui tdi ban viét, ngdi xudng ghé, trirng trirng
nhin san nha. BA Warwick dau nhw thém thip xudng, phai twa vao gy mdi ditng noi.
Starkwedder di lai trong phong, cé vé nhu roi tri.

"Pung 1a chét roi ch?” thanh tra hoi.

"Téi chac ma,” ha sT dap. "CAu ta cf quat thao, thach thidc t6i, d¥ d& stng, ra diéu
mudn ban 1am roi.”

Thanh tra budc tdi bén ctra ra vu'on, "Gio cau ta & dau?”

"Pé t6i dAn ra,” ha sT ndi rdi c6 gang ding 1én.

"Khong, c ngdi yén da.”

"T6i binh tinh lai r6i,” ha sidap. "T6i sé tru duwgc cho dén khi vé lai don.” Anh ta budc ra
ngodi, dang hoi lac lv. Quay 1 ai nhin moi ngudi, anh ta 14m bam nhu ngudi dién, "Chét
roi thi khong con biét sg niva.’ Loi gido hoang day, Gido hoang Alexander.” ROi anh ta vira
1ac dAu vira di khuat.

Thanh tra quay lai nhin ba Warwick cting ngoi ngudi. “T6i khong biét phai ndi thé nao
nita. TOi rat ti€c. Nhuwng cé 18 day 1a 16i thoat tot nhat,” ong ta ndi r6i di theo ha si ra
vuon.

Ba Warwick nhin theo, thoét 1én vira gin gilt vira tuyét vong, "Loi thodt tot nhat!”

"Pung, dung,” Bennett thd dai. “T6t nhat. Gio' cAu ay khong con phai chiu dung gi nita.”
C6 dén bén d& ba Warwick ding day. "Cu can nghi ngoi, qua sitc cu roi."

BA cu gid nhin cd véi ddi mat mét moi, "Ta.. ta cAn nam xudng,” ba 14m bam. Bennett
diu ba ra ctra.

Starkwedder mé& cho hai nguwdi, 13y chiéc phong bi ra, dua lai cho ba Warwick. "T6i
nghiba nén 14y lai cii nay.”"

Ba gia quay lai, cAm 13y chiéc phong bi, "Phai, phai. Gio nd khong con can thiét nita.”

Ba Warwick cung Bennett di roi, Starkwedder dinh déng ctra lai thi thay Angell di qua
chd Laura - Iic nay van dang ngdi im nhu twgng & ban. Angell dén ma Laura ciing khong
quay lai.

"Cho phép t6i ndi diéu nay, thwa ba,” Angell néi. "T6i rat 1y lam tiéc. Néu ba thay toi
lam dugc gi, ba chican...”

Khong budn nhin 1én, Laura ngat 101, lanh ling néi, "Ching t6i khong can 6ng gip gi
nita ca, Angell. Ong sé nhan dwoc séc trd thu lao cdng viéc. T6i mudn ong ra khoi nha nay
ngay hom nay."

"Puoc thoi, thwa ba. Cam on.” Angell dap vo cam, sau do di ra khéi phong. Starkwedder
dong ctra lai.



can phong ldc nay da toi, nhitng tia nang cudi cing dang c6 xuyén qua swong mu, tao
ra nhitng cai bdng trén tuong.

Starkwedder nhin Laura, hoi, "B khong dinh kién 6ng ta t0i tong tién u?"

"Khong," Laura tho o dap.

"Tiéc that.” Starkwedder budc téi. "C6 18 toi cling nén di thoi. Xin tam biét ba.” Ong ta
dirng lai, Laura van khong nhin dng ta. "Pirng qua dau budn,” Starkwedder néi thém.

"Toi dang dau 1ong 1am," Laura d4ap.

"BGi vi ba quy cau ta?” Starkwedder hoi.

Laura quay lai. "Phai. va bdi vi dé 1a 10i cia t6i. Ong thay do, Richard d3 ding. Jan tdi
nghiép nhé ra nén dugc dua di dau dé tir trwdc, phai bi nhét lai dé khong hai ngudi khac.
Chinh t6i ngan chuyén dé xay ra. Chinh tdi da khién Richard phai chét.”

"Thdi ndo, Laura, dirng Gty mi nhu thé,” Starkwedder ndi giong manh mé. Ong ta dén
sat bén Laura. "Richard bi giét 13 vi 6ng ta da tao nguyén nhan cho diéu d6. Nhé ra ong ta
nén cé thai do ding véi thang bé, ding khong ndo. B3 khong nén tyw 1am khd minh. Gid
viéc ba phai lam 1a s6ng cho hanh phtc. Hanh phiic mai mai, nhu trong truyén hay viét
ay."

"Hanh phudc? Vi Julian u?" Laura d4p véi niém cay dang dang trao. "Ong khong thiy 1a
gio'’ khong con nhu trudc hay sao!”

"Chuyén tinh cdm gitta ba va Farrar u?”

"Pung thé. Khi t6i tudng Julian giét Richard, thi t6i khong thay gi khac véi dng dy, van
yéu 6ng dy nhu cil.” Laura nglrng 15i roi mdi tiép. "ThAm chi tdi con sn sang nhain vé tbi
coma.”

"T6i biét 1a thé,” Starkwedder ndi. "Ba that 1a ngdc nghéch. Phu nit dung 1a hay thich hy
sinh.”

"Nhung khi Julian cho rang to6i giét Richard,” Laura ndi tiép, "6ng dy da thay doi, thay
doi hoan toan cach nhin to6i. Ong 4y san sang lam diéu cao thuong - d6 1a khong t6 gidc
t6i. Nhuwng chi thé théi” cam ty vao tay, Laura budn rau néi, "0ng ay khong con tinh cam
v{di toi nhu cli nita.”

Starkwedder 13c dau. "Laura ndy," 6ng ta néi, "dan 6ng vdéi dan ba khong x su gidng
nhu nhau. Thuc ra 13 nhu thé nay: ban dng 1a phai yéu, dan ba mdi manh mé. Pan 6ng
thuwdng khong nhan trach nhiém giét ngwdi vé minh, nhwng phu nit lai ¢é thé. Thuc té 1a
néu cé tay ndo dé giét nguwdi vi mot nguwdi phu nit thi dé cé 18 13 dé nang cao hinh anh
cla anh ta trong mat ngudi phu nit d8. ban 6ng caAm nhan khdac phu nit."

Laura nhin Ién. "Ong khong gi6éng nhu thé. Khi ong twdng toi giét Richard, 6ng da giup
toi."
"Chuyén dé khac,” Starkwedder tra 10i ngay, c6 vé nhu hoi ngac nhién. "Toi phai gitp
ba."
"Tai sao 6ng lai phai giup t6i?”



Starkwedder khong tra 10i truc tiép, mot lic sau mdéi néi nhd, "Hién giv tdi van mudn
gitp.”

"Ong khong thay 13,” Laura ndi, quay mét di, "ta rot cudc lai vé ding nhu lic dau. NGi
sao di nita thi chinh 12 t6i d hai chét Richard - vi t6i d3 ngan can viéc thu xép cho Jan."

Starkwedder kéo ghé, ngdi xudng canh Laura. "Chuyén dé 1am ba khd tAm, can rit
sao? Khi thdy rang Jan dd ban Richard. Nhung chwa chic dé 13 su thuc. Ba khong can
nghi nhu thé, néu khong mudn.”

Laura tron mat nhin ngwdi khach khong mdi. "Sao dng lai cé thé néi didu nhu vay? Toi
da nghe... chtiing ta d3 déu nghe thay... ciu ta thi nhan... khoe vé viéc do."

"A, dung,” Starkwedder dong y. "Cai do toi biét. Nhung ba cé biét viéc gai v cd tac ddng,
c6 sitc manh thé nao khong? Bennett da von Jan rat tot, da khién ciu ta 1én mau. Cau ta
lai 12 nguwdi dé bi kich ddng. CAu ta thich cai v nghi dé, tré & tudi vi thanh nién hay thé
1am, cai v nghi 12 nd cd quyén luc - phai rdi - cd kha nang giét ngudi. Benny cia ba da
budng mdi trowdc mat ciu ta, cau ta dd ddp 1dy. CAu ta ban Richard, vach mot vét 1én
khiu stung, thé 13 thanh ngudi hung." Ong ta dirng lai. "Nhung ba diu cé biét - & day
khong ai thuc swbiét - 1a liéu thuc té cd ding nhu vy hay khong."

"Nhung... lay Chtia t6i... cdu iy dd ban anh ha si." Laura dién giai.

"A, ding, tiém nang thi ciu ta dung l1a c6 mau giét ngudi day!” Starkwedder dong tinh.
"Kha nidng cAu ta ban Richard 13 cao, nhung ba khong thé doan chic 13 ciu ta da 1am thé.
Ma thuc ra cling cé thé 13...," dng ta chin chtt, "... ¢é thé 1a ngudi khac.”

Laura tron mat nhin, "Nhuwng 13 ai méi dugc?” Giong day ngd vuc.

Starkwedder suy nghi mot ltc roi dap, "C6 thé 1a cd Bennet. CO ta rat quy moi ngudi
trong nha, va cd thé cho rang nhu vay sé 12 t&t nhat cho tit ca. Hoac 1a b Warwick, ciing
nhu vay. Hoac 1a 6ng ban Julian ctia ba - gid v& 1a nghi ba da ra tay - that 1a nudc co cao
day, lam ba tin qud con gi."

Laura quay mat di. "Ong ndi thé chinh dng cling khdng tin,” ba ta trach. "Ong chi néi
thé dé an i t6i ma thoi."

Starkwedder c6 vé nhu khong lam cach nao khac. "Ba than mén,” dng ta ndi, ai cling ¢
thé da ban Richard ca. Ké cA MacGregor."

"MacGregor?" Laura khong tin noi. "Nhung MacGregor chét roi ma.”

"Tat nhién 1a chét r6i," Starkwedder dap. "Phai chét." Ong ta ding day, dén bén sofa.
"Nghe tdi nay,” 6ng ta ndi, "tdi cé thé dung lai vu 4n hap ly vé viéc MacGregor 13 hung thu.
C coi nhu 6ng ta da quyét tam giét Richard dé tra thu cho dira con bi chét trong vu tai
nan.” Ong ta ngdi xudng tay ghé sofa. “Thi 6ng ta s& lam gi ndo? A, trudc hét 1a phai rii bd
nhan dang da. chac chang cé khé khan gi khi thu xép sao cho nguwdi ta bdo 13 6ng ta da
chét 8 mot vung héo 1anh nao dé tai Alaska. Ton mot chut tién, mua vai 16i khai gid, thé
13 thu xép dugc ngay nhitng viéc nhu vay. Thé roi 6ng ta doi tén, bat dau xay dung nhan
dang mdi & mot dat nuwédc khac, xin viéc lam khac.”



Laura nhin ngudi khach trong lang im, réi ditng 1én dén ngdi & ghé banh, mat nham
lai, hit mot hoi that sdu, m& mat nhin nguwdi khach mot 1an nita.

Starkwedder tiép tuc vdi cAu chuyén gia dinh. "Ong ta van ddi theo Richard va khi 6ng
ta biét rang moi ngudi d3 bd Norfolk tdi viing ndy sinh sdng thi 6ng ta vach ra mot ké
hoach rd rang. Ong ta cao rau, nhudm tdc, dai loai thé. va roi trong mot dém suwong mu,
6ng ta mo dén day. Ba twéng tuong moi viéc thé nay nhé.” Ong ta ra ding canh cia ra
vuon. "Gid nhu MacGregor noéi vdi Richard, ‘Tao ¢d sung, may cling cd. Tao dém dén ba,
hai bén cling ban. Tao dén ddi mang cho con trai tao.”

Laura tron mat, khong néi dugce 181 nao.

"Ba biét day,” Starkwedder ndi tiép, "toi khong nghi la chong ba thudc hang tho san cu
khoi nhu ba nght dau. Toi da tinh 13 dng ta khong doi dém dén ba. BA bdo 1 6ng ta ban
gidi, nhung dng ta ban truot, dan bay ra dang kia,” 6ng khach chi tay khi di ra hanh lang,
"ra ngoai vurdm, cho cd nhiéu vét dan kia. Nhuwng MacGregor khong ban trugt. Ong ta ban
chét ké thu." Starkwedder quay lai phong. "Ong ta bd sing xudng cai xac, cam lay sung
cila Richard, di ra ngoai, sau do lai quay trg lai.”

"Trd lai?” Laura hoi. "Ong ta quay trd lai lam gi?”

Starkwedder nhin ba chti nha vai gidy khong ndi gi, hit mot hoi that siu réi hoi, "Ba
khong doan duoc a?”

Laura phan van, nhung rdi lac dau. "Chiu, t6i khong doan ra néi."

Nguoi khach van nhin Laura chdm chd, mot 1dc sau nd luc néi tiép. "Hmm, gid nhu
MacGregor bi truc tric gi d6 vé xe c0, khong di duoc, thi ong ta sé phai lam gi? Chi cé mot
viéc duy nhat - 6ng ta vao nha va hat hién ra cai xac!"

"Ong néi..." Laura nhan xét, 'nhw thé 6ng biét rd thuc té nd nhu vay ay."

Starkwedder khong con kiém ché dugc nita. “Tat nhién 13 toi biét,” 6ng ta boc phat. "Ba
khong hiéu sao? T6i chinh 13 MacGregor!" Ong ta ding tua lung vao rém cita, lac dau
tuyét vong.

Laura ding lén, vé mat chua hét bang hoang. Ba ta di dén bén ngwoi khach, tua nhu
dua tay ra nhuwng khong thé thot ra 101 ndo tron ven, "Ong... 6ng..."

Starkwedder cham rdi budc tdi canh Laura. "Toi khong hé cé v dinh dé su viéc dién ra
tdi nhw thé ndy,” 6ng ta xuc dong ndi. "Y toi 1a... gap ba... va phat hién ra 13 toi da phai
long ba, va rodi.. Chta oi, vd vong, vO vong" Khi Laura cdn dang tron mat nhin,
Starkwedder cAm 14y tay Laura, hon 1én dd, "Vinh biét, Laura,” 6ng ta noéi réi budc nhanh
ra vuon, bién vao trong swong mu.

Laura lao ra hanh lang, goi vdi theo, "Chdo d3, quay lai day.”

Swong mu bay khap noi, coi bio swong bat dau vang 1én. "Michael, quay lai, quay lai
di!" Laura khdc, goi to, nhung khong cé tiéng tra 10i. "Quay lai di, Michael. T6i cling mén
ong."

Laura cham chu 1ang nghe, nhwng chi thy tiéng 6 t6 khdi dong mdy va di mat. Tiéng



coi bdo swong van tiép tuc vang vang khi Laura sup xudng khéc nic né.
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