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Chuong mé dau

Tu’c”yng chi la giot nudce roi xudng c6 théi, ma khong lau sau da bién thanh
con mua nho.

Kishinaka Minae c6 dap xe that nhanh. Tt day dén nha c6 khong con xa
lam, udc chung mdt cay so nira thoi.

Bay gio gan ba gio sang roi. Pén ca trong mo c6 cling khong nghi minh &
ngoai duong gio nay.

Nhu moi khi, lac day piano ¢ nha Fukami xong la khoang mudi gio. Hom
nay, ong chil nha ctr nai ni cd udng tra cung o6ng ta, cd6 mién cudng ngoi
xudng cai ghé x6 pha sang trong ¢ phong khach dén gan mudi mot gio.
Tuong thé 1a xong, ai ngd luc chuan bi vé, cd hoc tro, cling 1a con gai duy
nhat cia ho, tu dung lai gi& chimg doi doi ban nhac s& trinh dién trong 1&
phat bi€u lan nay. Nghe dau la trung ban nhac vd1 ngudi ma c6 bé ghét.

B0 me cd bé chang nhac nhd con khong nén suy nghi hep hoi nhu thé lai
con ki keo ¢6 ¢ lai gitip con gai ho. Tién thoai ludng nan, Minae danh giap
cd bé chon ban nhac khac, ro1 ¢ lai day cho xong ban do.

Xong xud1i moi vi¢c la luc hai gio sang. Néu khong phai phong tap lap
cach am thi thé nao hang x6m cling sang phan nan vé ti€éng on.

Nho cong cia ho nén Minae phai dap xe gitta dém hom khuya khodat thé
nay day. Reigi von mac bénh lo xa, chac gio anh dang sot rudt nhin dong ho
lién tuc. Mac du trude day c¢b da goi dién bao tinh hinh roi.

“Tro1 sdp mua ro1, em cO ve soém nhé!”

C6 cam nhan duogc su lo lang trong giong noi cua chong vang 1én trén

dién thoai. Ngay tir dau, Reiji dd khong vira long véi viéc Minae ra ngoai



budi t6i. Ly do khong phai s¢ c¢o lo 13 viéc nha. Budi hoc nha Fukami bat
dau lac tam gid nén Minae du strc thong tha an udng, thi thoang con don dep
xong xudi rdi mdi ra khoi nha. Chi 1a Reiji lo lang khi thay vo mot than mot
minh dap xe di di vé vé may cdy so trén dudng khuya. Minae chi biét cuoi
trir, con chong ¢ vi tinh hay ghen nén nghi tat ca dan 6ng trén thé gian nay
déu nham dén c6 vo hai muoi chin tudi cia minh. Anh ciling tin dan ong trén
doi, chi can hoi du hai yéu t6 thoi gian va dia diém, s& bién thanh da thu hét.

Du phan van dén vay nhung Reiji vin déng ¥ cho ¢ di day 1a vi biét co
mudn san sé ganh nang chi tiéu gia dinh trén vai anh.

Reiji chi ra diéu kién 1 ltc dén nha Fukami, c6 khong dugc mic vay. Ly
1€ anh dua ra 1a hinh anh phu nit mac vay dap xe c6 stc 161 cudn ménh liét
v6i mot s6 dan ong.

Di nhién c6 hiéu nhiing diéu anh néi. Con dudng ngan nhat tir nha ho dén
nha Fukami rat viang ngudi qua lai. Con dudng di qua mot cong vién 16m,
nhirng ngudi vo gia cu tri ngu tai do6 hay lang thang trén dudong, Minae cling
c6 lan that kinh khi nhin thay ho.

Téi nay, co ciing cO dap xe that nhanh khi di qua coéng vién. Trén con
duong t6i khong c6 ldy mot bong ngudi.

Mua dan ning hat. Nudc roi vao ¢ c¢6 mdi lic mot nhiéu thém. Binh
thuong c6 hay xda toc, lac dap xe thi cot hét toc ra dang sau. Gio pha vao cai
¢ udt nhep nudc khién toan than cd ndi hét da ga. Bay gio 1a thang Mudi
hai.

Tir sau lung, tiéng dong co va anh sang dang tién lai gan phia c6. Minae
khong quay dau lai, chi dap xe sang bén phai. O khu vuc ndy c6 dén dudng
nén chic chan nguoi trong 6 t6 s& nhin thay co thoi.

Cai 6 t6 di dén sat lung co, dot ngdt giam toc do, vuogt qua cd, roi lai ting
tdc. La loai xe gia dinh mau den. Phia trudc vai mét, dén giao thong da
chuyén sang mau xanh nén chac nguodi d6 mudn bang qua ngi ba trude khi

dén chuyén sang do.



Khi Minae nhin sang, cai 6 to6 den si d6 da bang qua nga ba vira kip luc.
Khéng 1au sau, dén chuyén mau vang roi mau do.

Trude mit 1a con dbc thoai thoai. C6 ré sang trai, ngimg dap xe, bop ho
phanh va cho xe tu chay theo quan tinh. C6 than trong diéu khién tay lai, dén
nga tu thi phanh lai. Phanh uét nuéc mua hay sao ma bop mai khong an. Sau
lung c6 lai c6 mot chiéc xe khac, anh dén pha chiéu rat gan. Minae khong
budn quay lung lai, chi huéng xe chéch sang trai.

La qua! Phia trudc dén van dd, gio ma bat dén pha thi sém qua. Khoanh
khic tiép theo, ¢o nhan ra anh dén pha chiéu khap co thé minh, vira dang lic
c6 dimg han xe dap. Quay lung lai, mot ct va manh chay doc co thé. Co c6
cam giac nhu toan than dang troi béng bénh, lai thém mot ch dap manh nira.
Moi thtr bdng quay tron trudc mat, cd khong biét chuyén gi xay ra voi minh,
chi nghe thdy 4m thanh cta cai gi d6 bi nghién nat va tiéng phanh gap 1an
16n vao nhau. Mai toc budc gon phia sau tudt ra rii rugi.

Minae mé to mit, cd nhin xem chuyén gi dang dién ra.

Khi ay, ‘thtr 46’ & ngay trudc mat co.

‘Thir 6’ 12 bo ham xung cua 6 t6. Cai hdm xung d6 dang ¢ nudt tron co
thé ¢6. O t6 mau do, san xe thap.

Cai him xung dang nghién nat co thé c6 ma khong gy ra tiéng dong nao.
Xuong suon cd giy rang ric, da day, ndi tang nhu dang v& tung. Moi viéc
dién bién nhu thudc phim quay cham. Minae hiéu ra cai 6 to dang cd nghién
nat minh. Sau lung c6 c6 mdt buc tudong, c6 dang bi kep gitra 6 t6 va birc
tuong do nhu nhan banh sandwich.

C6 mubn hét 1én ma c6 hong khong phat ra tiéng, mudn phan khang ciing
khong phan khang duoc. Xuong lung va xuong hong dua nhau gay.

C6 nhan ra minh dang chét dan. Bay gid minh dang tién gan dén cai chét.

Nhiéu hinh anh 1an luot hién 1én trong dau c6. C6 nhd lac nho, me kéo
tay c6 dén ngdi dén gan nha. Lac d6, me con tré, mai toc dai den nhanh.

Minae mac by quan ao sac so. Trén duong di, thay c6 khoc kéu dau chan vi



d6i gudc gb, bd da mua cho co ddi xing dan mdi. BS cling con tré. Ong 1a
chu cira hang do dién nho trong thanh phd, budn ban c6 tim va chim soc
khach hang t6t nén lic nao cira hang ciing nudm nugp ngudi ra vao.

C6 ban than hdi tiéu hoc Na-chan khong biét gid ra sao? Co va Na-chan
lic nao cling nhu hinh vé1 bong. Hoc piano cling phai ca hai cung di. Hai
dtra cOn song tdu piano trong budi phat biéu & trudng nita. Vui nhat 1a luc ca
hai say sua néi chuyén vé may ngdi sao ctia lang giai tri, roi ngdi ti tody cat
anh nhitng ngdi sao minh thich tir may quyén tap chi ra dé swu tam, lai con
cung viét thu guri cho than tuwong nita.

Cai 6 to chom 1én nguoi co. NOi tang co bat dau v& nat. Mau, dich vi, dd
4n chua tiéu hoa hét tron 1an vao nhau, trao nguoc 1én thuc quan. Tat ca trao
ra tir miéng Minae. Co hau nhu khong suy nghi duoc gi. Ndo bd chi hoat
dong dé cho c6 xem nhimg hinh anh cubi cing.

Hinh anh chuyén dén héi cap ba. Co luén mo udc dugce tro thanh nghé si
piano, nhung roi nhan ra tai nang ctia minh chi ¢6 han. Khi ¢6 ban than ri di
xem budi dién ctia mot doan kich nao dé, co biét dd ding 1a dinh ménh cua
minh. C6 tim ra thd minh mudn 1am hon, d6 1a dién kich. R6i ¢ phai long
mot chang trai cua doan kich do6. Cau ta bo d& viéc hoc, dm mong thanh dién

vién va than tugng.

bém Giang sinh, trong can ho khong c6 noi 10 suo1 cua cau ta, cd da dugc
ném trai cam giac quan h¢ xac thit. Chang c6 khoai cam nhu nguoi ta thuong
noi, nhung cd6 cam nhan dugc tam chan tinh. Lan dau tién trong doi co dugc
nghe cau ‘anh yéu em’ thot ra tir miéng mdt nguoi1 dan 6ng.

Nhung r61 moi quan hé voi cdu ta chi ton tai duge vai thang. Cau ta dot
ngdt bo doan kich ma khong noé1 vai c6 mdt 101. Cau ndi cudi cung cua cau ta
12 “Song trén doi that khong dé dang gi.”.

Cau ta bién mat khoi cuoc do1 Minae nhu thé. Luc do, c6 da nghi dén cai
chét. Chét roi s€ ra sao, dung cach nao dé chét dugce day? Ngay qua ngay, co

mang mdt ndi mudn phién trong long, nhung 16i co cling tir tir dung day



duoc tr con mudn phién d6. Ké tir lac d6, Minae chua bao gi0 nghi dén cai
chét ciia minh mot cach nghiém tac. Khi ay, c6 quyét dinh s& coi cai chét 1a
thr khong lién quan, khong can ctr.

Nhung ma...

Cai chét chua ting roi xa ¢6. N6 ludn hién hitu ngay sau lung cd, chi chd
thoi co thuan loi dé ap dén. Noi tang cO bi nghién nat hoan toan, co bung sép
dinh sat vao lung. Da va thit bi x¢é rach, ndi tang b1 pha huy ban tur tung, mau
phun ra nhu qua ca chua bi bop nat. Minae hiéu ra tat ca d¢a cham hét. Trong
mot phan triéu ciia mot gidy nira thoi, cai chét thé xac va ca tinh than sé ra
nhau kéo dén. Cai chét khong thé biét trudc. Cai chét khong duoc chao don.
Mot cai chét vo nghia.

Sau khi dirng day khoi ca sbc that tinh, Minae bat dau day piano tai mdt
phong nhac do céng ty ban nhac cu va thiét bi 4m thanh mé ra. Mot thang
vai ban lon ton lo chuan bi hoi truong. Mac quén 40 sic s& biéu dién trude
moi nguoi cling ¢d cai hay cua nod. Co6 quen voi Reiji cling ¢ noi nay. Anh
phu trach thiét ké cho mot cong ty san xuit ma no canh. Anh hay dén dé
kiém tra trudc hoi truong cho sy kién sép téi. Cham mat nhau vai 1an. Noi
chuyén, héo htrc cho doi lan gip g tiép theo. Mot ngay, Reiji moi c6 di an.
Du khong phai tuyp ngudi noi chuyén khéo 1éo nhung cau chuyén cua anh
c6 stc hap din la thuong. Nhitng viéc khong dau vao dau xay ra hang ngiy
v6i giong ké thi tham dit quing nhu giong tré con ma Minae nghe nhu chtra
day triét Iy sau xa.

Hai nguoi két hon vao nam tht ba tinh tir luc gip gd. Khi 4y Minae hai
sau, con Reiji ba muoi.

Tir d6 dén nay da dugc ba nim roi.

Co khong c6 gi bat man hay bat an voi cudc séng hién tai. Du ngudi
ngodi noi nay noéi kia vé viéc khong co con cai, nhung c¢6 chang may ban
tam. Vi co, chi can tinh yéu cua Reiji la du roi. Su thuc thi so v&i ba nam

trude, tinh yéu anh danh cho c6 vin khong thay d6i. Minae ciing yéu chong



minbh.

C6 khong dam mo dén tinh yéu vinh ciru, chi mong thoi khac hanh phic
nay s& kéo dai mai cho dén khi mot trong hai nguoi chét trude vi tudi gia. Do
nao phai udc nguyén gi 1on lao.

Pém nay, Reiji han dang doi c6. At han anh mong ¢6 binh an trd vé hon
bat cur diéu gi.

Pung vay, minh phai vé nha.

Ngon lira con sot lai trong mé ¥ thitc dut quing bdng bién thanh ndi cim
han. Cam han vi cudc doi von di dang hanh phiic dot nhién phai két thuc.

Cudc song dang 1€ s€ keo dai thém vai chuc nam nira, vay ma tai sao va vi

ai lai thanh ra co su nay?

P6i mat Minae nhin thang phia trudc. Co nhin guong mit ctia ké 14i chiée

xe da nghién nat co thé co.

Khong thé tha thtr duoc. T6i s& han dén cung, cho du tim than nay c6 bi
huy hoai.

Co thap 1én dom Itra thu han cudi cung, Minae nhin cham cham ké lai xe.
Nhung ma, ¢6 khong muodn chét. Reiji, ctru em véi!
Em khong muodn chét.

Khong mubn chét.



Ba muoi phut trude khi dong cura, chinh xac 1a lac mot gio ba muoi, vi
khach d6 budc vao. Trong quan khong con khach ndo, hai ¢6 tiép vién ciing
vé mat roi. Ba chu Chizuko bi cam nén nghi, trong quan chi con Amemura
Shinsuke. That l1ong anh cling dang dinh dong cira.

Vi khach nam d6 luc budc vao quan, viéc dau tién 1a nhin xung quanh.
Dudi anh dén tran, cai kinh mat tron mau xanh den sang 16a 1én. Sau d6, anh
ta cat tiéng hoi Shinsuke: “Quén van con mé chi?” Giong ndi déu déu
khong c6 ngit diéu gibng nhu dang doc sach.

“Da, quan con md.” Shinsuke dap. Anh thiy phién, nhung néu 15 dudi
khéo anh ta vé ma dén tai ba chu thi toi...

Vi khach cham rdi dit mong ngdi xudng ghé, quan sat khip quan.
Shinsuke dua khan lanh cho anh ta, ddo mat nhin nhanh trang phuc. Bd quan
40 mau xam nhat khong phai hang ré tién, nhung nhin thé nao ciing thay d6
14 mot tir hai nam trude. Ao so mi mic bén trong ciing khong duoc 13 luot
han hoi. Khong thit ca vat, dong ho 1a hang trong nudc. Toc khong chai vao
nép, rau 16n x0n, trong khong giéng nhu ¢b nudi cho dai.

“Moi quy khach goi d6 ubng.” Shinsuke néi.

Vi khach dio mat nhin ti ruwou phia sau Shinsuke r6i hoi: “O day co
nhirng gi?”

“Chung t61 c6 nhitng thtr binh thuong. Trir nhitng thir ddc biét qua.”

“Tb6i khong ranh tén cac loai rugu lam.”

“Vay a? Vay anh dung bia nhé?”

“Khong, t61 muon cai nay. Loai hoi trudc dugce udng trén may bay.”



“May bay a?”

“Trong chuyén bay dén Hawaii. A khong, trén chuyén bay tré vé co. Loai
rugu ngot ¢ vi gidng kem.”

“Aaa...” Shinsuke git gu, véi tay lay chai ruou & hang dudi cung. “Co
phai Irish Cream khong?”

Mat vi khach dan ra. “Hinh nhu 1a céi tén d6.”

“Vay t61 rot cho anh dung thir nhé?”

Shinsuke rét khoang ba phan rugu vao coc da, roi dat trude mat vi khach.
Vi khach cam cai coc trén tay, nghiéng cdc, lic qua lic lai, ngdm nhin chat
long mau tring nga do, roi nhu da lay hét quyét tim, dua cbc ruou lai gan
miéng nhap mot ngum. Sau d6, anh ta ddo ludi trong miéng dé xac nhan rd
V1 cua rugu.

Vi khach gat dau, nhin Shinsuke cudi nhat.

“Pung loai nay roi.”

“Vay thi tot qué!”

“Tén no 1a gi nhi?”

“La Irish Cream.”

“T6i s& ¢d nhé tén.” Vi khach uéng thém mot ngum nita.

Pung 1a vi khach la lung, Shinsuke nghi. Trong anh ta khong giong nguoi
hay dén quan ruou.

Con mot diém nita khién Shinsuke dé tAm. Anh c6 cam gidc di nhin thay
guong mit ndy ¢ dau dé r6i. Ma ¢ dau nhi?

Anh ta khong giy ciing khong béo, chi tim ba muoi nhim tudi thoi.
Shinsuke ciing tron ba muoi tudi vao nim nay, anh quen kha nhiéu nguoi
trong d6 tudi nay. Nhung vi khach nay trong c6 vé khong co6 moéi lién hé nao

vo1 nhitng ngudi anh quen.

Shinsuke rat diéu thudc, cham lira hit bang cai bat ltra ¢ ghi tén quan.



“Anh dén quan nay 1an dau tién a?”

“Dung vay.” Vi khach tra 161 ma van chiam cha nhin cai cde.

“C6 nguoi nao gioi thiéu quan nay cho anh khong?”

“Khong. Noi thé nao nhi? Chang hiéu sao toi lai dao budc dén noi nay.”

“Vay sao?”

Cau chuyén khong thé tiép tuc nira. Chan qua, Shinsuke nghi. Anh ta vé
nhanh cho minh nho.

Anh bat dau héi han vi tir ddu khong tir chdi vi khach nay.

“A... dung 1a ky niém va vé. Chinh 14 vi nay.” Vi khach udng hét nira coc
rugu.

“Anh dén Hawaii khi nao?” Shinsuke hoi. Khong phai anh t6 mo mudn
biét, chi 14 khong biét 1am gi cho hét thoi gian thoi.

“La chuyén bon nim vé trude.” Vi khach tra 1oi. “Trong chuyén tring
mat.”

“A, vay a?”

Trang mat co day, tir nay chang c6 mdi lién quan gi véi minh, Shinsuke
nghi.

Anh liéc nhin cai dong ho dit bén canh. Mot gio bén muoi lam phut roi.
Nam phut nira phai nghi ra cach gi d6 dé dudi khéo vi khach nay di.

“Cuédi duge bén niam thi van giong nhu hoi méi cudi nhi?” Shinsuke noi.
Anh dinh s& 1ai cau chuyén theo hudng 1a méi cudi ma o day 1au qua thi kho
than ¢6 vo 1am.

“Anh nghi vay a?” Vi khach hoi véi vé mat nghiém tac.

“Khéng phai sao? Toi con ddc than nén khong rd 1am.”

“Pén duoc nam thr tu thi c6 nhiéu chuyén xay ra lam.” Vi khach nang
cde rugu 18én cao qua tim mat.

Guong mat tram ngam nhu dang suy tu di€u gi, doan dat cai coc xuodng,



nhin cham cham Shinsuke. “C6 nhiing viéc bat ngd xay ra.”

“Vay sa0?” Shinsuke mudn chdm dirt cau chuyén nay. Ctr nghe may 10i
ca than vién vong thé nay tha that anh khong chiu dugc.

Ca hai khong néi ning gi. Anh chi mong c6 vi khach méi ndo xuét hién.
Ma chang c6 vé gi 13 s& nhu vay ca. “Anh 1am cong viéc nay lau chwa?” Vi
khach hoi. Pung lic Shinsuke nghi nén don dep quan dan di 1a vira. “Trong
nganh phuc vy thi 1au roi. Cling phai gan mudi nim.”

“M61 muo1 ndm ma anh da ¢d co ngoi nay sao?”” Shinsuke bat cuoi trudc
161 n6i cua anh ta.

“Day khong phai quan cua toi. T61 chi lam thué tho61.”

“A, vay a? Thé anh 1am subt & quan nay a?”

“Khéng, t6i méi dén day hdi nam ngoai thoi. Trude do toi 1am ¢ Ginza.”

“U, Ginza a?” Vi khach uéng thém mot ngum ruou, khé gat dau. “Toi
chua dén Ginza bao gid.” Biét ngay ma, Shinsuke nghi.

“Thinh thoang dén d6 ciing hay.”

Pong ho diém mot gio mudi lam phat sang. Shinsuke bat dau rira coc.
Anh chi mong vi khach trong thay thé thi dimg day.

“Cong viéc nay co vui khong?” Anh ta lai hoi.

“To1 thich cong viéc nay.” Shinsuke tra 101. “Nhung ma cling cé ca nhirng
diéu phién toai.”

“Pjiéu phién toai 1a c6 nhimg vi khach phién phuic dung khong?”

“Thi dung vy, ngoai ra con nhiéu diéu khac nira.”

Luong thap ndy, ba cha khong trong dung nhan vién nay.

“Nhing lac nhu vay anh s€ lam gi? Ttrc 1a Iac kho chiu anh s& 1am gi cho
hét kho chiu?”

“T6i khong 1am gi ca. Chi c6 quén cho nhanh. Chi thé théi.” Shinsuke tra

101, ti€p tuc co cai coc.



“Anh 1am thé nao dé quén?” Vi khach tiép tuc hoi.

“Ciing chang co bi quyét gi dau, chi cd nghi t6i nhitng diéu vui vé, lam
nhirng viéc khién cho tAm trang minh lac quan hon.”

“Vidunhu...”

“Vi dy tuong tuong ra luc minh c6 quan rugu riéng chang han.”

“Thé a? Pay 1a udc mo a?”

“Vang, tam thoi la thé.”

Poi tay dang co cdc bong khung lai. La mo. Nhung khong phai gidec mo &
xa tam voi. Gidc mo d6 & ngay trude mat roi, chi can véi tay ra mot chut nira
1a cham dén thoi.

Vi khach uéng can cdc rugu xong thi dat cai cde xuéng ban. Néu anh ta
doi cbc nita, Shinsuke s& bao tGi gid dong cira quan roi.

“That ra, t6i c6 mot viéc mubn quén di.” Vi khach noi.

Nghe thay 10i n6i c6 1am ra vé nghiém trong d6, Shinsuke ding tay, nhin
vi khach. Anh ta cling nhin Shinsuke.

“Ma khong, c6 mot viéc t6i mudn quén di ma khong tai nao quén duoc,
nén chi mubn tam trang nhe nhom di mot chut. T61 ¢t mai suy tu viec do lic
thong tha di bo trén dudng, thé nao ma cai bién ghi tén quan nay lai dap vao
mat. Nhin xem, tén quan la Myoga, t€n mot loai gung, phai khong?”

“Mon yéu thich ctua ba chu la gimmg ma.”

“Nguoi ta néi 1a dn nhiéu ging thi s& quén mau. Thé nén t6i bi thu hat rdi
budc vao day.”

“Cai tén la ky cua quan nay cling c¢o luc hitu ich nhi. T61 ngudng m¢o
day.” Shinsuke noi voi ra.

“Tém lai 12 toi da dung khi dén day.”

Vi khach dung day, rat vi tir trong 4o ra. Shinsuke thé phao nhe nhom.

Anh ta roi quan lac hon hai gio. Shinsuke don dep nét, cdi tap dé ra roi



tat dién, dong cira lai. Quan Myoga nam trén ting ba cla tda nha nay.

Shinsuke an nat thang mdy, chd cira thang mé.

Thang may dén ciing 13 lic anh cam thdy c6 ngudi ¢ sau lung minh. ..
Anh quay lai nhin ngay tru¢c khi ctra thang may mo ra.

Bong den dang dung dang sau lao dén tan cong t6i tap.

Pau bj dap rit manh. Chrfmg kip nhan thirc xem diéu gi dang dién ra. Chi
biét cai gi d6 dang xay ra vi minh, minh dang bi mat di diéu gi d6. Sau do,
bong t6i sdu tham nhanh chéng bao trim 1én y thirc anh.

Khi y thitc dan bién mat, anh nghi dén thr minh nhin thay cudi cing.

Bong den do 1a vi khach ban nady.



Tai U U nhu thé rudi bay vo ve ¢ ngay bén canh.

Mot vat thé hinh cai que mau trang hién 1én trong d6i mat 1o mo. Mot luc
sau, khi mét nhin rd hon, anh nhéin ra vat thé d6 1a cai dén tuyp tréng treo
trén tran nha.

Ai d6 dang nim tay bén phai. Mot gwong mit trang toat xuat hién trudc
mat anh. La mot ¢ gai deo kinh. Roi gwong mat d6 1ap tirc di khoi tim mat
anh.

Day la dau vay? Shinsuke nghi. Minh dang lam céi gi vay?

Bay gio, vai ngudi dong loat xuat hién trudc mat. Ai cling dang nhin vé
anh. Anh nhan ra minh dang lo mo. Mui thudc sét trung x0c vao ni€ém mac
mili.

Tiéng 0 U bén tai vin chua hét. Anh dinh quay c6 thi thdy dau dau khung
khiép. Tiéng mau chay ti tich tir ddu xudng nhu hoa nhip cing con dau.

Cam giac kho chiu nhu tinh day khoi con 4&c mdng nhung lai khong nhé
gi vé con 4c mong do.

“Anh tinh r6i ha?” Mot trong s6 may guong mit dang nhin anh 1én tiéng
hoi. P6 1a mot nguoi dan ong trung nién cd guong mit nho nhan.

Shinsuke gat dau. Chi thé thoi ma dau cling dau. Anh nhin mat hoi: “Pay
la dau vay?”

“Pay 1a bénh vién.”

“Bénh vién sao?”

“Anh chua nén noéi1 nhiéu.” Ngudi dan 6ng noi1. Pén lac nay, Shinsuke



mo1 nhan ra ngudi d6 mac ao blouse trang. Nhirng ngudi khac cling vay. Co
gai an van giong y ta.

Mot Iac 1au sau, anh cr nira mo ntra tinh mai. Shinsuke chi nhé ca bac si
1an y ta khong lam gi ma chi di vong quanh anh, ban than anh ciing khong

hiéu chuyén gi dang dién ra.

Anh c6 nhd lai xem minh dugc dua téi day lac ndo. Nhung anh con
khong nhé 1a minh duge chuyén dén day, ciing khong co ky @c nao vé viée
minh duoc diéu tri vét thuong. Chi biét minh bi thwong kha ning khi thay
duoc truyén dich rdi bang bé quanh dau.

“Anh Amemura, anh Amemura!”

Nghe thay tiéng ai d6 goi tén minh, Shinsuke m¢ mat ra.

“Anh thay sao r6i?” Bac si hoi.

“Pau t6i dau qua!”

“Con gi khac khong? Anh c6 budn noén khong?”

“Khéng. Chi dau dau thoi.”

Bac si gat dau, noi tham diéu gi d6 véi co y ta dung bén canh.

“Cho hoi, 16t cudc 1a da xay ra chuyén gi vay?” Shinsuke hoi.

“Anh khong nhé diéu gi sao?”

“Vang, t61 khong nhd gi hét.”

Bac si lai gat dau. Biéu cam lic d6 nhu mudn néi rang khong nhd duogc
thi cling chang c6 gi 1a v 1y ca.

“Co vé nhu anh d3 gip rat nhiéu chuyén.” Bac si noi. Pung 1a cach noi
clia ngudi thir ba. “May viéc d6 anh nén héi gia dinh minh thi hon.”

“Gia dinh nao?” Shinsuke héi nguoc lai. Anh chi cé bd me va anh trai
dang song ¢ tinh Ishikawa thoi. Ho ciing 1én Tokyo rdi sao?

Bac si hinh nhu d3 nhan ra minh néi nham.

“Nén goi la vg anh nhi?”



“Vo?” Thir d6 khong hé ton tai trong cudc do1 Shinsuke. Nhung anh biét
ngudi ma béac s nhac dén 14 ai roi. “Narumi dén day roi sao?”

“Co éy doi mai cho dén khi anh tinh lai d6.” Béc si ra hiéu cho y ta roi
khoi phong.

Khong 1au sau, co tiéng gd cira. Clra mo ra khi bac si tra 10i. Theo sau cd
y ta lic ndy, Murakami Narumi buéc vao. C6 khoac ho chiéc 4o ni mau
trang bén ngoai 4o phong xanh nhat, in mic nhu thé chay di mua do ¢ gan
nha.

Anh sbéng cung Narumi tir hai nim vé trude. Co 1a tiép vién hay dan
khach dén lac Shinsuke lam & quan bar khu Ginza. Trudc do, ¢6 hoc truong
trung cap thiét ké vi mudn thanh nha thiét ké thoi trang, nim nay vira tron
hai muoi chin tudi. Hinh nhu ¢6 1am ¢ quan tir ltc hai muoi tu tudi.

“Shinsuke.” Narumi lao dén bén giudng. “Anh c6 sao khong?”

Shinsuke khé& chuyén dong co.

“Anh khong biét chuyén gi di xay ra nira.”

“Anh Shinsuke khong nhé chat gi vé vu an thi phai.” Co y ta noi.

“Vay sa0?” Narumi nhan nho6 nhin Shinsuke.

Bac siva c0 y ta gilt y nén ro1 khoi phong. Trudce khi dong cira, bac si con
din do: “Anh dirmg ngdi didy manh qua nhé!”

Khi chi con hai nguoi, Narumi lai cham chi nhin Shinsuke. Doi mét
trong veo nhu mat nudc gon song.

“May qua!” Loi ndi khé phét ra tir d6i moéi khong t6 son. Sic mit co
trong nhot nhat qua!

“Em ctr lo anh Shinsuke khong tinh lai nira.”

Nhin guong mat hau nhu khong trang diém cta Narumi, Shinsuke noi:
“Rét cude da xay ra chuyén gi vay? Vu an la sao? Tai sao anh lai ¢ day?”

Narumi chau may. D6i 16ng may 1a thtt duy nhit c6 trang diém. Binh

thuong ¢6 hau nhu khong c6 16ng may.



“Anh that sy khong nhé gi sao?”

“U, chang nhé gi hét.”

“Shinsuke nay.” Narumi nudt nude bot, 1iém méi roi tiép tuc noi: “Anh
suyt thi bi giét chét day.”

“Céi gi?”

Shinsuke ngac nhién dén ngung thd. Pung lic d6, anh thdy dau nhoi dang
sau dau.

“Hai hém trudc, lac di vé tir quan ruou.”

“Quan rugu 4?”

“Myoga y. Ngay bén ngoai quan do co6 cai thang may. Ngudi cua quan
khac thdy anh ngd guc bén canh thang may.”

“Thang may a?”

Nhitng hinh 4nh mo 40 hién 1én trong dau anh. Nhung nhitng hinh anh dé
chang hién 16 cho anh nho.

N6 16 mo y nhu khi ta deo kinh sai d6 so v6i mit.

“Néu phat hién cham ba muoi phut thoi 1a mat mang ddy. S6 anh qua may
man.”

“Anh bi danh vao dau a?”

“Vang, bi danh bang mot vat rat cing. Anh khong nhé gi sao? Nguoi phat
hién ra anh néi mau chay 1énh lang xudng tin cau thang. Nhu nudc ép ca
chuay.”

Shinsuke tudng tuong ra tinh hinh Iac d6. Anh khong tin dugc viéc do lai
xay ra v&i minh. Viéc bi danh vao dau béng mot vat cing cit mo ho hién 1én
nhu mot manh ky Gc. Anh nhé loang thoang 13 bi mot bong den tin cong tir
sau lung. Pung thé, ngay trudc thang may.

Bong den do 1a ai vay?

“Anh mét r61.” Shinsuke nhan mat.



“Vang, anh ding c6 qua.” Narumi chinh lai cai chan dap léch trén ngudi
Shinsuke.

Ngay hom sau, c6 hai nguoi dan 6ng dén phong Shinsuke. D6 1 thanh tra
thudc ddn canh sat Nishiazabu & Cuc canh sat. Ho mudn nghe tuong tan vé
vu viéc. Pung luc Narumi mang hoa qua dén, nhung ho ciing khong bao ¢o
ra ngoai.

“Cau thay khoe hon chua?” Vién thanh tra c6 tén Kozuka hoi. Mit 6ng ta
gay hom hem, nhung mic bd vét dep c6 vai 4o rong, trong nhu giam dbc cua
mot cong ty vura hoac nho.

Nguoi kia con kha tré, tén Enoki, guong mat nghiém nghi, dau cao troc
16¢, trong khong dugce ran roi cho lam.

“Pau t6i con dau mdt chat, nhung ciing d& nhiéu roi.” Shinsuke nam trén
giuong tra loi.

“Cau gap phai vu viéc nghiém trong déy.” Kozuka nhan mat, tir tir noi.
Ong ta mudn ra vé thuong cam, nhung trong mat Shinsuke chi thay ong ta
dién qua kém thoi.

“Phwong thirc ra tay manh dong qua!” Kozuka dao mat, hét nhin

Shinsuke lai nhin Narumi.

“Hinh nhu la vay.” Shinsuke noi.

“Anh 4y bj v& ca xuong dau.” Narumi tiép 10i. C6 dem mot cai ghé ra chd
cach hai vién thanh tra khong xa roi ngéi Xuéng. “Cuc mau dong chen lén

nao nén phai phau thuat mé hop so.”

“Nghiém trong qua!” Vién thanh tra n61 nhu méo miéng. “Dung la thap ti

nhat sinh.”

“Toém lai, t61 chang nhd da xdy ra chuyén gi nén cling khong c6 cam giac

d3 trai qua con thap tir nhat sinh d6.”
“Cau cling khong nhé gi liic bi tn cong u?”

“Dung vay.”



“Vay la ciing khong nhin thay mit cta ké tan cong minh?”

“DPung thé. Téi khong théy 10.”

Cach néi lap limg ctia Shinsuke cang khién hai vién thanh tra to mo.

“Khong thay rd, nghia 1a c6 thay gi d6 dung khong?”

“C6 thé t6i nhin nham. Hodc 4o giac thoi.”

“Phan doan 1a nhiém vu cta chung t6i. Cau chi can néi y kién chil quan
ctia minh 1a duogc. Néu that su 1 4o gidc hay nhin nham, ching toi s& bac bo
ngay.” Thanh tra Kozuka diu giong.

Shinsuke ké vé vi khach ky la dém hom doé. Viéc anh ta lan dau tién toi
quan, roi goi thtr d6 udng it nguoi goi 1 Irish Cream. Cudi cung, anh noi
thém mot cau: “Toi ¢t ¢ cam giac ké tAn cong minh 13 vi khach do.”

Nghe vay, mit hai vién thanh tra bdng bién sac.

Kozuka xac nhan lai: “La vi khach 1an dau tién dén quan. La guong mit
cau chua tung gap bao gio dung khong?”

“Vang.” Shinsuke gat dau. That ra, anh c6 cam giac da gap ¢ dau do roi,
nhung c6 thé 1a nham, nén khong néi ra nira.

“Cau c¢6 thé ta lai dic diém cua vi khach d6 khong? Cang cu thé cang
tot.”

“Pac diém thi... La mot ngudi dan ong khong co gi dic biét ca. An mic
gian di, guong mit pho thong, giong ndi déu déu khong co ngit diéu. Piém
dac biét duy nhét 13 anh ta deo kinh mét tron mau xanh den.”

“Kinh mat tron 4?” Nghe nhiing gi Shinsuke néi, Kozuka dua ngén ut 1én
odi gii mii. “Néu gip lai ngudi dan ong do, cau c6 nhan ra khong?”

“To1 nghi 1a c6.”

Vién thanh tra gat dau man nguyén.

“That ra lac nhan tin bao, chung t61 da kiém tra d6 dac cua cdu dé xac

nhan nhan dang... Xem nao, c6 nhirng thur gi nao?”



“Vi, chia khoa, mdi thir mot cai, tiép theo 1a...” Enoki vira nhin s tay
vira ndi. “Khin tay ké ca rd, mot cai, gidy dn dang dung do, mot goi, chi co
vay thoi.”

“Trong vi co gi?” Kozuka hoi.

“Tién mit, ba muoi hai nghin chin tram muo1 ba yén, thé tich diém, hai
cai, thé ngan hang, mot cai, béng 141 xe, thé hoi vién ctra hang bang dia, thé
khach hang quan mi va ctra hang tién loi, danh thiép, ba t&, hét roi d6.”

Kozuka nhin Shinsuke.

“Ngoai nhitng thr vira doc ra, dém d6 cau con mang theo vat gi khac
khong? Tirc 13, t6i mudn hoi cau ¢ bi lay trom thtr gi khong?”

“Toi nghi 1a khong. Tién mat, t6i khong nhd chinh xac, nhung ciing
khoang ngan day.”

Kozuka héch cam, vit chéo chan nhu thé mudn néi thé 13 du roi.

“Néu vay, sao thu pham lai tan cong cau? Néu day khong phai mot vu
cudp ngau nhién...”

“Co thé han nham dén tién cua quan.” Shinsuke néi. “Pai loai nhu mé
clra quan bang cai chia khoa toi giit.”

“Toi d3 diéu tra xem quan c6 thiét hai hay khong, nhung khong c6 gi bat
thuong. Von di trong quéan cling khong dé nhiéu tién mit.”

Nhitng ngudi dén Myoga hau hét 1a khach quen. D6 1a vi khach tra tién ki
bo nhét.

“Néu khong nham dén tién thi...” Shinsuke lic dau. “Khong phai hanh
dong bot phat dau. Vi khach d6 1an dau tién dén quan ma.”

“Dao gan ddy xung quanh ciu c6 diéu gi bat thuong khong? Cau c6 nhan
duoc nhitng cudc goi hay buu pham gi la khong?”

“Khong c6.” Shinsuke quay sang nhin Narumi dang ngdi bén canh.
“Khong c6 gi em nhi?”

Narumi im ling gat dau.



“Dém do, cau Amemura ¢ quan mot minh dang khong? Viéc do co hay

xay ra khong?”” Kozuka hoi.

“Thi thoang cling c6. Luc ba chu di uéng ruou cung khach t61 ¢ lai don

dep xong xudi roi méi vé. Con dém dé, ba cha bi cam nén nghi.”

“Ttr ngodi quan trong vao cd biét dugc cidu ¢ mot minh trong quéan
khong?”

“N6i thé nao nhi? Néu cham cha quan sat thi chic cling biét.”

Noéi xong cau d6, Shinsuke bong thiy rung minh. Ngudi dan 6ng d6 da

dung & dau dé quan sat anh?

Kozuka hoi thém hai, ba cdu nita vé nhiing viéc ting xay ra trong qua
khtr & Myoga roi dimg day.

“Chiing t6i s& ctr nguoi phac hoa chan dung dén, mong cau hop tac dé tim

ra tha pham.”
“Toi rat san long.”
“Vay thi mong cdu chong binh phuc.” Hai vién thanh tra néi roi ra vé.
“Mong cac ong so6m bat duoc thu pham.” Narumi noi.
“U, nhung ma c¢6 khi lai chéng bat dugc ai.”
“Cau khong nhé ra nguoi nao c6 thu han gi véi minh a?”
“Vang, khong co.”

Chéc chan 1a khong co, Shinsuke tu nhu.



N gay the hai sau khi y thitc phuc hoi lai, ban bé va mdy c6 tiép vién &
quan rugu dén thim anh. Con bé tén Ely timg nga véi Shinsuke mdt lan. Lic
dua co ta say mém vé phong, co ta chit dong tan cong trudc, anh chi dap lai
thoi. Ban than Shinsuke chang c6 cam xutc dic biét nao véi Ely, dén gio
cling khong co6. Ely hinh nhu ciing khong dinh nhan chuyén d6 dé tién xa
hon vé&i Shinsuke. C6 ta von 13 dang c6 thé 1én givong véi bat cir ai mién 1a
thay hop. Vay nhung lic Ely dén phong bénh, anh ctr thap thom lo Narumi
dot ngdt budc vao. Vi Narumi c6 ban ning rat manh mé, thir ban ning nhu
ctia loai vat vy, co thé danh hoi thay nguoi dan ong ctia minh c6 ngoai tinh
khong.

Ngoai Ely, Shinsuke c6 quan hé véi rat nhiéu phu nit. Du chua ting dém
chinh xac sd lugng nhung c6 khong it nguoi anh khong nhd ndi tén. Anh bit
dau nghi c6 khi ndo mot trong s phu nit Ay c6 lién quan t6i vu viée lan nay.
Nhung nghi thé nao ciing khong ra ai, vi vi ngudi nao anh ciing két thuc ém
dep. Trudce ddy thi anh chua ting day dua véi c6 nao trong cd vé khé cat
dut. Tir khi sdng cung Narumi, anh chi ¢6 quan hé ngoai ludng v6i duy nhét
Ely thoi, ma chuyén cling gan nira ndm trudc roi.

M4y con bé tiép vién vé dugc ba phut thi ba chit quan Ono Chizuko 16
mat vao. Ba ta mac bo vét den hi¢u Chanel, deo kinh ram cling hiéu Chanel.
Sau lung ba ta 1a Ejima Kouichi. Ejima 1a chu quan Sirius noi truéc day
Shinsuke ting 1am viéc. Ejima va Chizuko c6 quen biét tir xwa. Ejima mic
mot bo vét mau xam.

“Ping 12 tai bay va gi6. Gid cau 6n hon chwa?”

“Bang cach nao d6 ma t61 da song sot than ky.”



“Thé thi t6t roi. Chi mong khong gip chuyén gi nghiém trong. Ma ciu
van chua biét thi pham 1a ai ha? Canh sat diéu tra toi dau ro6i?”

“Tbi cling khong 6. Ma ba chu oi, ba ¢6 vay tién noéng ¢ dau ma chung
t61 khong biét khong? Téi ctr co cam giac 1a chuyén d6 c6 lién quan t6i vu
viéc lan nay.”

“Cau noi gi vay? Khong cé chuyén dé dau.” Chizuko voi xua tay.

“Hém qua thanh tra ciing dén quan cua t6i.” Ejima néi. “Ho hoi hoi con
lam ¢ Sirius, Shinsuke dugc moi nguoi danh gia thé nao. Toi phit dau ludn,
no6i rang nhitng dira nhan cach kém thi toi khong bao gio thué ca. Roi t6i chi
tam gui cau dén Myoga dé hoc viéc thoi.”

“Vay thi a1 da gay ra viéc nay? Shinsuke, cau co cdp ke vdi ¢6 nao cod
chong roi khong? Khién cho chong co ta cdm han nén moi thanh ra thé nay?”

“Pua a? Chit Shin trong Shinsuke tén t61 nghia la ‘than trong’ déy.”

Hai nguoi cudi pha 1én, dung luc d6 co tiéng gd cira. Tudng Narumi,
Shinsuke noi1 véi ra: “Em vao di!”

Nhung nguol budc vao khong phai Narumi ma 1a hai vién thanh tra
Kozuka va Enoki. Kozuka nhin Chizuko va Ejima rdi nhanh chéng quay
sang nhin Shinsuke v&i vé mat giéng ké bi lira phinh.

“T61 lam phién cau mot chut c6 dugc khong?” Kozuka hoi Shinsuke.

“Pugc chir!” Shinsuke nhin Chizuko va Ejima, néi: “Pay la canh sat.”

“Vay chung toi nén vé trude.” Ejima 13y cai tai, dua cho Chizuko.

“Cau mau khoe lai nhé Shinsuke. Chuyén ¢ quan cau khong phai lo gi
dau nhe!”

“Cam on.”

Khi hai nguoi roi phong va tiéng budc chan da xa han r6i, Kozuka moi
cho tay vao trong tii 40 khodc, 1ay ra thir gi d6. “Céau xem cai ndy giup t6i.”
Giong néi ciia 6ng ta nghiém nghi hon han lan trudc.

D6 1a mét bic anh. Hinh nhu lIa dua anh nhan ching cho anh xem.



Guong mit dan dng trong birc anh chia thang vé phia anh.

“Cau da tung gap nguoi nay chua?”

Cam birc anh trén tay, Shinsuke cham cht nhin. Anh c6 két luan ngay.

“La vi khach dém d6.”

“Cau chac chan khong?”

“Toi chiac chan. Khong sai mot chat nao. La nguoi dan ong nay.”

Shinsuke nhin birc anh thém lan nita. Kiéu toc c6 khac mét chut nhung
guong mit thi khong 1an vao dau dugc. Biéu cam khong chut sinh khi va anh
mat vo hon ciing 13 thir anh thdy dém d6. R6i guong mait trong anh ciing c6
bo riu moc lém chdm nhu ric vung trén mat.

Hinh anh anh ta gi lung, nham nhap céc Irish Cream bdng hién 1én 1d
mn mot.

“Vay a? Qua la vay.” Kozuka thé dai, nhan lai birc anh tu tay Shinsuke
roi can trong dat vao tui.

“T6i khong biét thu pham. Ngudi d6 12 ai vay?” Shinsuke hoi.

Kozuka nhiu may nhin Shinsuke, roi quay sang Enoki, biéu cam trong
nhu thé khong cam thdy thoa man du d3 nim dugc chan tudng thi pham.
Hinh nhu 6ng ta phan van diéu gi d6. Kozuka nhanh tay mé quyén s ra.

“Tén han 1a Kishinaka Reiji, ¢ tai phong 202, Sunny House... Kiba, quin
Koutou...” Poc dén d6, Kozuka dua cho Shinsuke xem. Quyén so ghi
Kishinaka Reiji. “Cau c6 biét nguoi nay khong?”

Pén luot miéng Shinsuke 1am nhadm di 1am nham lai cai tén Kishinaka
Reiji. Anh khong quen ai ¢ tén nhu vdy. Nhung cai tén cir kich thich diéu gi
do trong ndo bd. N6 dugc nhét trong mot ngin nao d6 ctia mién ky tc
chiang? Anh cb strc nghi, nhung khong nghi ra. Hinh nhu cai tén d6 duoc
nhét 14n v6i rat nhiéu thir & sau trong cung ctia cai ngan kéo ma bén ngoai co
dén nhan *do linh tinh’.

“Toi c6 cam gidc da nghe cai tén nay ¢ dau do roi, nhung khong tai nao



nho ra dugc.” Anh danh bo cudc va noi.

Vién thanh tra van git gu voi vé mit khong théa méan. Sao trong mit ong
ta lai iu xiu nhu vay? Shinsuke tham ty hoi.

“Khoang hai gid trude...” Kozuka nhin dong hd va néi. “Chung toi tim
thay thi thé ctia ngudi dan 6ng nay.”

“Ha?” Cau tra 101 ngoai strc tuong tuong khién Shinsuke chang biét phai
noi gi.

“Anh ta chét trong can ho ciia minh ¢ Kiba. Ching t6i cho rang anh ta
chét dugc hon bén muoi tam gio 16i.”

“Sao anh ta lai chét? C6 phai bi ai d6 giét khong?”

“Cling c6 kha nang d6.” Kozuka co co tay 1én ma. “Nhung hién tai kha
ning anh ta tu sat cao hon. Kishinaka chét ngay trén giuong. Tay nam chat
mot birc anh. Diéu khién d6i diéu tra ngac nhién nhét 13 cich an van cua anh
ta. Kishinaka mic vét chinh té, thit ca vat. Trén cai ban bén canh co dit 14
thu tuyét ménh giri cho dong nghiép va gia dinh.”

“Nguyén nhan tir vong 1a gi?”

“Muén biét rd thi phai doi két qua giai phau. C6 1& 1a do udng thude doc.”

“Thuoc doc 4?7

“Thudc day tén gi Ay nhi?” Kozuka hoi Enoki.

Enoki nhanh tay m& quyén so ra.

“Phenylenediamine, goi tit 1a paramin.”

“Chua nghe tén bao gid.” Shinsuke 1am bam.

“La hoa chat st dung dé rira anh mau. Con dung lam thuéc nhudém téc
nita. Ching to61 phat hién cai chai chira paramin trong nha Kishinaka. Do dac

thu cong viéc, anh ta dé dang c6 dugc chat do.”
“Pac thu cong viéc 1a sao?”

“Kishinaka lam viéc trong nha may san xuat ma no canh. O d6 nguoi ta



dung thudc nhudm toc.”

“Ma no canh u?”

That 1a mgt cong viéc hiém théy, Shinsuke nghi. Nhung néu khong c6
nhimg ngudi 1am coéng viée d6 thi ldy gi dé trang hoang dep d& cho céc ti
trung bay?

“Nhung nhd manh mébi nao ma cac ong biét ké da chét d6 1a tha pham tan
cong t61?”

Shinsuke vira dut 101, Kozuka d3 nhin anh chim cham.

“Khong phai chung toi tim thdy xac trude. Ma 1a nguoc lai. Chung toi
nghi ngd d6 1a tha pham tin céng cau nén dén nha anh ta dé diéu tra, luc d6
thi phat hién ra cai xac.”

“Ha?” Shinsuke nhin vién thanh tra. “Thé tai sao cac 6ng nghi ngd ngudi
dan 6ng d6?”

Kozuka trim ngam mat lac roi noi: “Co that 1a cau khong nhé gi vé cai
tén Kishinaka Reiji khong?”

“T6i khong biét. D6 1 ai méi duoc chi?”

Kozuka khoanh tay trudc nguec.

“Thé cai tén Kishinaka Minae thi sao? Trong ky @rc ctia cdu c6 cai tén do
khong?”

“Kishinaka Minae...” Shinsuke c6 lién két n6 véi ky @c cia minh.

“Mot nam rudi trude, cau da gay ra mot vy tai nan chét nguoil phai
khong?” Giong Kozuka bdng trd nén cdc can. “Ngay canh cong vién
Kiyosumi & Koutou. Ngudi bi tai nan chét khi d6 1a Kishinaka Minae.”

“Ta1 nan? MOt nam rudi trudc a?”

Luc do, dot nhién Shinsuke nghi ra.

bung vay, anh da gay ra tai nan, da dam vao mot nguoi phu nitr ngay canh

cong vién Kiyosumi.



“Cau quén 101 sa0?” Kozuka néi nhu cham choc.

Pung 1 minh quén rdi. Ngay lic ndy minh van khong nhé 1a minh da gay
tai nan. Minh chi vira nhé ra 1a minh dang trong thot gian thir thach thoi.

Kishinaka Minae. Chit Han Minae viét thé nao?

Shinsuke cb nhé lai vu tai nan do, hdi tudng lai xem anh da gay ra tai nan
gi, da thoat khoi vu d6 thé no.

Nhung du ¢6 luc loi trong ky tre thé ndo, anh ciing khong tim duoc thong
tin gi lién quan dén nd. Liic d6, lan dau tién Shinsuke nhén ra, cai ngin ky tc

co dan nhan ‘vu tai nan mot nam rudi trudce’ da bién mat khoéi ndo minh.



Béc si chdm cht nhin t& bénh 4n, khong noé1 gi mot lac lau. Boi 16ng may
manh khanh dang nhiu lai. Shinsuke dic biét dé tdm t6i doi long may do.
Anh ¢b doc vi biéu cam thé hién trén guong mat bac si, nhung anh den tuyp
chiéu vao d6i mat kinh c6 gong kim loai khién no 16a 1én nén khong thé nhin
rd d6i mat ong ta.

Khoéng lau sau, bac si dat to bénh an lIén ban, gai mai dau diém Xuyét ca
toc bac 1an toc den.

“Con dau dau d& hon nhicu roi.”

“Vang, cai d6 thi hét r6i.”

“Theo két qua kiém tra thi ciing khong c6 gi bat thuong. Toi nghi khong
con gi phai lo lang.”

“Thé con tri nhé thi sao a?”

“U.” Vi bac si nghiéng dau. “Khong phai ndo bi chin thuong, nguyén
nhan 13 ¢t séc vé tam 1y ching? Hau hét viéc mat tri nhd 1a do nguyén nhan
nay.”

“Pé mot thoi gian thi c6 khoi duoc khong?”

Bac si khoanh tay. “Cai do thi khong néi truéc duge. Ma dung suy nghi
qua, cir séng nhu binh thudng. N6i 1a mét tri nhd nhung ciing chi mot phan
thoi ma.”

“Vang, dang vay.”

Chi c6 vu tai nan xay ra mt nam rudi trudc la anh khong thé nhd noi.

Khoéng churng anh cling quén ca nhirng viéc khac nita, nhung trudc mat chi



¢6 ky (rc vé vu tai nan 12 quan trong nhét voi Shinsuke thoi.

“Néu vay, hoi nhitng nguoi than thiét voi minh vé vu tai nan d6 cling 1a
cach ldy lai thong tin. Nhu thé cling khong gdy tré ngai gi cho sinh hoat hang
ngay. Tom lai, phai giir cho tinh than thoai mai. Biét ddu vo tinh 14y lai dugc
ky trc d3 danh mat.”

“Toi hicu roi.”

Budc ra khoi phong chan doan ciia khoa Nio, Shinsuke quay lai phong
minh. P4 mot tuan trdi qua ké tir ltic nhap vién, dau anh van phai quan bang,
nhung co thé di van dong duogc theo ¥ mudn. Nhitng di chimg bac si lo lang
ban dau cling khong xuat hién. Khi vé dén phong, anh théy Narumi dat mot
céi thi to dung trén givdng va dang don do dé cat vao.

“C6 sao khong anh?”

“Khéng c6 van dé gi. Chi kiéng van dong manh mét thoi gian thoi.”

“Vay gio c6 thé xuat vién roi ding khong?”

] »

“May qua!” Narumi tiép tuc ct don. “Anh ciing thay d6 di!”

[y

Narumi di chuan bi dﬁy du quﬁn 40 dé anh mic lac ra vién. Cai 40 so mi
ké soc va quan kaki mau nau nhat dugc xép ngay ngan trén cai ghé gap.

Shinsuke céi ctic b quan 4o bénh nhan, tir tir lai gan ctra s6. Phong nay ¢
tang ba. Nhin xuéng, anh thiy con dudng danh cho 6 t6 phia truéc bénh
vién. Trén con duong cé hai lan xe chay do, c6 mdt xe tai chd cat, mot 6 to
ché hang nhéch nhac va mot cai taxi c6 dén nhu dén 16ng dang chd dén
xanh.

O t6 a?

Ké tan cong Shinsuke 1a Kishinaka Reiji, diéu d6 khong phai ban cii nira.
La vi khi luc soat phong Kishinaka, canh sat phat hién cai co 1é dinh day

mau trong tii 4o anh ta. Vét mau trén do trung khdp hoan toan véi mau cua



Shinsuke. Trén cai co 1€ van con dau tay cua Kishinaka.

Vu tu sat cua anh ta cling khong c6 gi dang ngo. But tich trén 14 thu tuyét
ménh dugc xac dinh 13 cta anh ta, trude khi chét anh ta cling huy dich vu
giao bdo. Theo 151 ¢6 nhan vién quiy bao thi trén dién thoai anh ta noi sé& di

du lich mdt thoi gian.

Nhitng chuyén nay anh nghe dugc tur thanh tra Kozuka & S¢& Canh sat
Nishiazabu. Kozuka dén ddy n6i mudn hoan thién ho so nén da giai thich chi
tiét. Vu viéc Shinsuke bi danh di duoc giai quyét tam On thoa, vu tu tir cta
Kishinaka ciing khong c6 gi bat thudng nén luc ndi chuyén, Kozuka trong
kha théa man. Kozuka chi git dau khi Shinsuke hoi dong co ctia viéc nay 13
dé tra thu c6 phai khong.

“Cau nén nghi nhu vay. Khi diéu tra, ching t61 biét dugc Kishinaka rat
yéu vg minh. T khi vo chét, anh ta nhu ngudi mat hon. Nhitng nguoi 1am
cung anh ta c6 thé lam chung diéu d6. Trong nhiéu ngay lién, anh ta khong
mo& miéng noéi 101 ndo voi bat ky ai. Co6 dong nghiép con tha that 13 thiy so
anh ta.”

“Chac anh ta cam thu t6i lam.”

Kozuka khéng budn phu dinh 101 néi cia Shinsuke

“Nguoi gan giii voi anh ta ké 13 ngay sau khi vo mat, anh ta ludn noi
mudn giét nguoi, mudn 1am gi d6 dé ngudi ndi han nay.”

“Mubn giét nguoi u?”

Tir ngir khic sau vao tim Shinsuke.

“Chi 1a...” Thanh tra n6i thém. “C6 nguoi noi rang trong hai, ba thang tré
lai day, anh ta kha hon roi. Thinh thoang con thay anh ta vui vé nita. Ho ctr
nghi anh ta trat dugc ganh nang trong long roi co.”

“Chéc 1a anh ta con chua ngudi ngoai.”

“Co thé 1am. Con nguoi ta lic ¢ t6 ra vui vé 1a trong 1ong dang an chira

mot no1 budn vo han hon la luc trong u sau.” Vién thanh tra nhin vao mat



Shinsuke, noi nhitng 16i vin vé khong giong phong cach cua canh sat teo
ndo. “Van dé 1a tai sao anh ta lai quyét dinh tra thu vao lic nay, khi da hon
mot nam troi qua roi? To6i van thiac mac diéu do. Co 18 anh ta da phai kim
nén cam giac ciia minh sudt, dén phut cubi khong chiu noéi nita méi bung
phat ra chiang? Néu vdy phai c6 nguyén do nao d6 khién anh ta nhu vay.”

“Vi qua gid dau cta vo chang?” Shinsuke néi ngay diéu minh vira nghi
to1.

“Cling c6 thé.”

“Anh ta tu sat vi nghi rang minh di béo thu xong u?”

“Pung vay. Két qua kham nghiém tir thi cho thay Kishinaka Reiji tu sat
dung vao dém tan cong cau. Co 18 lac nhin mau chay trén dau cau, anh ta
nghi minh d4 thanh cong r6i nén méi vé udng thude doc. Néu doi dén chiéu
tdi hom sau, c6 1& anh ta s& nghi lai.” Kozuka néi. “Viéc cdu bi tan cong
duoc dang trén mot mau tin nho cta to bao chiéu ngay hom sau.”

“Biét dugc t6i con sbéng thé ndy, ¢ thé gii bén kia chic anh ta dang uat
trc 1am.”

“Con ngudi chét 1a hét. Chang ¢ gi goi 1a uat (e ca.” Vién thanh tra noi
giong kho khéc.

Pang hoi tudng lai cudc déi thoai voi Kozuka, sau lung Shinsuke bdng co
tiéng noi.

“Shinsuke, anh mau thay quan 4o di kéo cam lanh bay gid.”

Quay dau lai, anh thay Narumi dang chong hai tay 1én hong.

“Pau 6c anh dang dat & dau thé?”

“Khéng c6 gi dau em.” Shinsuke thao hét ctc, cdi bd quan 4o ra.

Thanh toan vién phi xong, hai nguo1 ro1 khoi bénh vién. Pling Iic mdt cai
taxi trong khach di ngang qua. Narumi vay tay goi.

“Pén dudng Monzennaka.” C6 noi.

“T6i dimg & duong Eitai duge khong?” Ong tai xé trung tudi cho xe chay



va hoi.

“Puoc.” Narumi tra 101.

Chay dugoc mdgt doan, Oong tai xé hoi: “Anh bj tai nan giao thong a?”

Chéc nhin qua guong, 6ng ta thay dau Shinsuke bang bo.

“Vang.” Shinsuke dap. “T61 bi 0 t0 kéo 1€ luc dang di xe dap.”

“Vay sao, dung la tai bay va gi6. Anh c6 phai khau khong?”

“Mudi miii.”

Tai xé lac dau. “Khiép nhi! Gip tai nan giao thong ding 13 thtr xui xéo
nhat trén doi. Nguoi lic trude con dang khoe nhu vAm ma dot nhién phai
sang thé gidi bén kia. Bi bénh tat thi ban than ngudi d6 hay nguoi xung
quanh con chuan bj tinh than trude, chi co tai nan 1a khong biét trude thoi.
Pac biét 1a tai nan giao thong, du ban than minh c6 can than dén dau cling
khong tranh dugc ngudi ta ddm vao minh. Noi vay nhung chang 18 khong
budc ra khoi nha mot budce. Pung 1a thé gidi dang so! T6i 1am cai nghé cho
khach nay ma néi thé thi c6 hoi la.”

Dung la ké thich buén chuyén. Narumi sOt rudt nghe, thi thoang lai nhin
sang Shinsuke. Cau chuyén cua 6ng tai xé chang bao lau d6i chu dé sang
than van vé bd may hanh chinh ciia nha nuéc. Con chan hon cau chuyén tai

nan giao thong, Narumi gat gu cho xong chuyén.

Shinsuke nhin ra bén ngoai ctra s6, cham chi quan sat dong xe cd di
ngang qua. Cau chuyén cua ong tai x¢ chang kich thich than kinh anh may.
Nguoc lai, anh chi thay boi 161 vi khong trao dang chit cam xuc gi khi nghe
cau chuyén vé tai nan giao thong ctia ong ta.

Shinsuke nh¢ lai trude lac tan cong. Kishinaka budc vao luc quan sap
dong ctra, vira uong Irish Cream vira nhé nhe noéi chuyén.

“Thuc ra c6 mot viéc t61 mudn quén. Ma khong, c6 mot viéc td61 muon
quén ma khong tai nao quén dugc, nén chi mudn khién tadm trang nhe nhom

di mot chut.” Shinsuke nhd lai dang ngdi gu gu va 1oi ndi cta anh ta luc do.



Khi 4y, nghe thi tudong anh ta dang u sau diéu gi d6, gio nghi lai mai thay rd
1a nhitng 101 46 nham dén Shinsuke. Cai anh ta muon quén di 1a cai chét cua
vo minh, vi mudn nhe long nén anh ta quyét tra thu.

Taxi dén duong Eitai. Bing qua hong nha ga Tokyo, biang qua ca con
duong toan toa nha van phong hep va dai. Khong lau sau da nhin thay cay
cau & phia trude. D6 1a cau Eitai bac qua séong Sumida.

“Bac tai oi, cho t6i doi diém xudng. Bac cd biét cong vién Kiyosumi
khong?” Shinsuke noi. Anh thdy Narumi ngdi bén canh dang tron xoe mat
ngac nhién.

“Cong vién Kiyosumi, toi biét.” Bac tai ap Gng. “Nhung tu dung khong
nhd dia chi chinh xac.”

“Khong sao. Toi s& chi duong. Bac clr bang qua cau Eitai di, nd & ngay
bén trai. R€ vao con duong nho bén trai la t61.”

Narumi chdm chdm nhin Shinsuke, nhung anh lo di coi nhu khong biét.
Ho xudng xe ngay canh cong vién Kiyosumi. Dy d6 c6 bong dang cua may
ba ndi trg dan con di choi. May bong anh dao dang dan hé nu. Chi hai tuan
nira thoi, vao thir Bay hodc Chu nhat s€ co nhiéu nguoi dd xo toi cong vién
nay ngim hoa. Shinsuke khong vao trong cong vién ma di bd doc bén

duong.
“Shinsuke, cho da!” Narumi duoi theo sau. “Anh di dau thé?”

“Anh khong dinh di dau ca, chi lang thang quanh khu nay tho6i.” Shinsuke
nhin quanh rdi ndéi. Anh mit trdi mua xuin chiéu 1én con duong bé téng
khién anh 16a méit. Anh nheo mit lai.

“Pé lam gi ha anh?” Narumi hoi. Giong néi giong nhu dang tirc gian hon
1a sbt ruét.

“Anh gay ra tai nan & khu nay thi phai. Nén mudn di quanh xem sao.”

“Tai sa0?” Anh mat cd gudm gudm. “Tai sao phai lam thé?”

Shinsuke dut tay vao tii, nhin vai.



“Vi di thé nay khong chimg anh s& nhé ra diéu gi d6.”

“Vé vy tai nan 42”

CCU.QS

Narumi tho dai, lic ddu ngao ngan.

“Khong nh thi thoi. May viée kinh khung d6 khong can ¢ nhé dau.”

“Khong duoc, mat di mét phﬁn tri nhé khién anh kho chiu 1am. Néu
khéng thich thi em vé trudc di. Ciing dén lac em phai sira soan do dé dén
quan roi nhi?” Shinsuke nhin dong ho. Hon bon gio réi. Co phai tam rira,
trang diém xong méi di lam dugc.

“Em khong thé dé anh Shinsuke mot minh & chd nay va vé trude. Chi so
sdy chut thoi, lai bi thwong nguy hiém dén tinh mang thi sao.”

“Khoéng sao, anh 6n ma. A, dung roi. Anh lai d& em mang dd, xin 15i nhé!

g g g
D¢ anh cam cho.” Shinsuke chia tay ra.

“Théi dé em cam cho.” Narumi vdi gidu cai tai to dung quan 4o ra sau
lung. Shinsuke lai dut tay vao tdi, quay lung di tiép. Anh 4y van chua thoi y
dinh d6 sao? Narumi im lang di theo.

Con duong mot chiéu udn luon kéo dai vé hai hudéng nam va bac. Puong
nho cao 1én ¢ dung chd bac qua con song nho. Nghia 13 con dudng nay nhap
nho 1én xudng udn luon sang ca trai 1an phai. Khi troi t6i, tim nhin lai cang
bi han ché. Shinsuke di bao lan 1ai xe chay trén con dudng nay, nhung chua
1an nao cam thay nguy hiém. C6 1& vi vay nén anh méi lo 1a trong luc 1ai xe
chang?

Anh nhin thiy dén giao thong & phia trudc. Nga tu 1a con dudng ndi voi
16i ra cta dudng cao toc.

Pén chuyén xanh roi, nén ting toc mot chut dé nhanh dén nga tu théi. Loi
no6i vo thirc vang 1én trong ddu. Anh nhé ra d6 13 10i minh timg noi.

Cau do6 minh noi véi ai, lac nao nhi? Hinh nhu véi canh sat giao thong,

lac ho diéu tra tai hién truong tai nan? Hay luc lay 101 khai tai don canh sat?



Shinsuke lac dau. Khong nhd noi.

bi bd tiép, trudc mat anh hién Ién toa nha trong nhu cai nha kho & bén

trai. Anh dirng bude khi thiy birc tudng mau xam.

La chd ndy. Vu tai nan xdy ra tai diy. Ngudi phu nit tén Kishinaka Minae
d6 bi chét vi ket gitra birc twdng mau xam va bd ham xung 6 t6.

Hinh anh nguoi phu nit dap xe thoang hién 1én trong dau anh. Cai o to
tién lai gan tir phia sau ngudi phu nir d6. Sau d6 1a tiéng hét, tiéng va dép,
mau ban t& tung.

Tai sao nhi? Anh nghi.

Hinh anh ngudi phu nit dap xe di mo ho nhung van con dong lai trong ky
trc. Tuc 1a Shinsuke thay cai xe dap roi, nhung van khong tranh duoc né. Tai
sao lai nhu vay? Anh dang voi hay sao? Viéc gi ma phai gip dén vay?
Shinsuke 4n tay vao thai duong. Con dau dau tudng khoi rdi ma lai tai phat.
Anh bat gidc nhian mat.

“Shinsuke.”

Luc nghe thay giong Narumi, c6 d3 d& l1ay ngudi anh roi. Anh thay cai tai
quang bén 1& duong. Chac 1a Narumi voi ném né lic chay ra d& anh.

“Anh c6 sao khong?” C6 cham chi nhin gwong mat Shinsuke.

“Khong sao. Anh hoi mét thoi.”

“Tai anh qua strc déy. Anh do1 ¢ day nhé!” Dut 161, Narumi chay vut di.

Pén ngi tu, co vay tay goi taxi.

Can ho Shinsuke va Narumi séng nam quay mit ra con duong dau tién ré
tir cau Kasai vao. Ttr d6 di bd muoi phut 1a dén ga tau dién. Con duong di
qua ngdi dén Tomioka Hachiman. Cin ho c6 mot phong khach rong nam
muoi mét vudng, gia thué mot trim ba muoi nghin yén c6 thé goi 1a ré bat
ngd ¢ ving ndy, nhung néu nhin ra con dudng cao toc dan vao thanh phd

chay ngay bén toa nha nay thi s& thiy cai gia d6 ciing hop 1y thdi...

Shinsuke m& cura, budc vao phong trude. Anh nhan ra c6 gi do khac la.



Do dac trong phong duge sip xép lai roi. Can ho lac trude con bira bai t6i
muc khong co 161 di gi0 moi ngdc ngach déu duoc quét don sach sé.
Shinsuke budc vao, nhin xung quanh.

“Sao lai thé nay? Can phong sach qua!”

“Trong nhu khong phai phong minh nhi?”

“U.” Anh git dau. “Anh tudng minh nhin nham co?”

“L0c anh Shinsuke nam vién, em budon qua nén don dep, sap x€p lai

phong cho quén budn. Ai dé lic don xong lai thay doi dén murc nay.”
“Ding that.”

Narumi v6n chang may gioi giang trong viéc nha ciing nhu don dep. Chac
1a c6 khong thich. Thé ma c6 lai lam mAy viéc nay chi vi mudn giai khuay
thoi, that kho tin. Bén trong gid sach ciling dugc lau chui sach s€. Shinsuke
co thoi quen gitr lai tat ca tap chi minh thich, nhiéu khi luoi Xép 1én gi4, anh
quing ludén xudng san nha. Ctr thé, chang bao l4u sau, chd tap chi chét thanh
timg déng. Luc trude c6 nim hay sdu dong tap chi, viy ma bay gid, ngoai
chd tap chi trén gia sach, dudi san khong con quyén nio.

Co ay don dep vi minh sao? Shinsuke tham ty 1y giai. C6 Ay s¢ minh tro
vé tir bénh vién, thiy phong ¢ ban thiu sé lo ling khong yén nén gang sirc
don dep ching? Nghi vy méi thay Narumi that dang yéu lam sao.

Shinsuke ngdi xuéng cai ghé x6 pha dat canh ctra s6. Cai tham trai dudi
ban kinh 1a d6 ré tién nhung da dugc thay moi roi. Trén mit ban dat mot cai
gat tan tron bang gdm mau trang, trén d6 ¢6 mot bao thude Salem Light chua
mo va mot cai bat ltra dung mot lan.

“Em chu dédo qua!” Shinsuke noi.

C6 cudi. “Anh nhin thudc hon mot tuan rdi nhi?”

“Em néi gi vay? Anh dinh bo thudc luén ddy. Nhiéu nguoi nhp vién
xong roi bo thudc ludn day.”

“Lo1 d6 anh dé bo thude ro1 hang néi.”



Shinsuke véi bao thudc, than trong boc, léy mot diéu ra. Khi cham lua,
dau ngon tay anh run 1én. Miéng anh pha ra lan khoi trang trong cin phong
sach tinh tuom.

“Dé chiu qua!”

“Em di tim nhé!” Narumi bat dau cdi d6. Shinsuke vira rit diéu thudc vira
ngam 1an da Narumi dan 16 ra. Nhan thay Shinsuke dang nhin minh, Narumi
no6i: “Anh lam gi ma nhin em cham cham thé.” Rdi c6 quing doi tat di.

Shinsuke dap diéu thubc, tom c6 tay Narumi lic ¢6 budc vao phong tam.
Thoang chut ngac nhién nhung c6 khong phan tng gi ma nga nguoi vé phia
Shinsuke. Shinsuke 6m lay tim than manh dé 4y, cham tay 1én bau nguc.
Bau nguc cang d6 co thé goi 13 nd nang so véi co thé gdy gudc nay. Anh
cam nhan duogc nguc c¢6 dang cang lén trong long ban tay minh. C6 cuoi
khuc khich. Anh dat d61 moi 1én cai miéng do.

Khi d6, mot quang canh séng day trude mat anh. Mot co gai mic vay ngu
mong tang ding tredc mat. Khong phai Narumi. Narumi khong bao gio mac
vay ngu. Vay thi d6 1a ai? Shinsuke budng co thé Narumi ra. Hanh dong
manh va dot ngot qua khién Narumi sung sOt.

“Pung rdi, anh dwa Yuka vé.”

“Sao co?”

“Pém d6, anh dua Yuka vé nha xong, trén duong vé thi xay ra tai nan.
Pung r6i!”

Yuka 14 tiép vién hay dén quan Sirius. Pém d6, Yuka say mém, dén gio
quan dong ctra van chua tinh lai nén Shinsuke muon xe dua co ta vé. Nha co
ta & Morishita, néu di tir Ginza thi cing hudéng véi nha Shinsuke.

“Pung vay.” Narumi gat dau. “Em khong tan mat ching kién nhung nghe
anh ké nhu viy.”

“Anh cling nhé 1a da no1 vay.”

“Anh nhé lai vu tai nan rdi sao?” Narumi neudc nhin day lo line.
al Vi C y



“Mot chuat théi. Nhung ma...” Shinsuke dua tay d& khoe mat, trong nhur
ldy ngén tro va ngén deo nhan kep sdng miii lai vay, roi quay vé chd cai ghé
x0 pha. Mot con dau dau khac lai xoc dén.

“Anh khong c6 ky trc nao vé vu tai nan. Nhung tai sao anh lai phong nhu
dién trén con duong d6? RS rang anh trong thay nguoi phu nit di xe dap do
roi ma van tong vao. Nén lac d6 phai voi va 1lam. Sao anh phai voi nhu vay?
Nghi thé nao ciing khong hiéu.”

“Anh that sy khong nhé ra a?” Narumi hoi.

“U.” Shinsuke nhin c6. “Anh khong noi véi em 1a tai sao anh voi thé u?”

“Em nhé ltc d6 anh bao 13 mudn nhanh vé nha.”

“Chi vi 1y do @6 ma anh phéng nhanh dén mirc gay tai nan sao?”

“Cai d6 em ciing khong biét. Em khong duoc nghe anh ké twong tan. Khi
d6, dau 6c em chang nghi dugc gi, chi chim chim mong hoa giai thoi.”
Narumi & tran, khoanh hai tay trudc nguc. Canh tay d6 dang noi hét gai oc
1én.

“Em di tam di khong cam mat.”

“Vang.” Narumi xoa xoa canh tay, nhanh chan di vao nha tam.

Shinsuke rat mot diéu thude trong bao Salem Light va cham ltra hit.



Hai ngay sau khi ra vién, Shinsuke dén cin ho Kishinaka Reiji song. Ban
dau, anh cling khong dinh dat chan dén do6, chi dinh bung qua ctira hang tién
lgi mua com hop vé an, ma cling treo 1én xe dap roi. Narumi duoc khach moi
di hat karaoke dén tan ba gio sang, ltic Shinsuke rdi khoi nha, ¢6 van con say
gidc nong. Ctra hang tién loi dau tién ghé vao lai khong ban loai com anh
thich nén anh phai di ctra hang khac. Budi chiéu hom d6 kha dep troi, anh
nang diu dang, gi6 thoi nhé nhe, that thoai mai khi dap xe dudi tiét troi do.
Séng & quan Koutou nay, di dau anh ciling dung xe dap.

Pén cira hang thir hai, mua com hdp va tap chi xong lac leo 1én xe dinh
vé nha thi chan anh bong khung lai. C6 mot thir dap vao mét anh. Canh cira
hang tién loi c6 mot van phong moi gidi nha dat. Trén ctra s6 vin phong do
dan dﬁy ban v€ mat béng cac can hg. Mot ban ve€ trong do thu hut anh.

Anh nhé minh timg nghe cai tén Sunny House & dau d6 roi thi phai. Pung
roi, 1a nghe tir miéng Kozuka. Cin ho Kishinaka Reiji song nam trong khu
d6. Hinh nhu 1a Kiba.

Shinsuke luc lai ky trc. Khong nhé rd s6 nha. Chi nhé 1a luc nghe Kozuka
noi thi thdy nd ¢ rat gan nha anh. Trén to gidi thiéu vé cin ho dan trén ctra s6
d6 co ghi rd tén Kiba. Mau quang cao d6 ciing vé dudng di dén can hd. Nhin
thay no, Shinsuke chot muén dén cin ho d6 xem sao. Di bang xe dap ciing
khong xa lam.

Pén d6 r6i lam gi? Anh con chua nghi dén. Chi 1 td mo muodn biét thém
vé nguoi dan ong cim han minh téi mic mudn giét chét minh. Anh khong

biét gi hon ngoai viéc anh ta lam trong xudng san xuat ma no canh.



Anh dap xe di sau khi nhin thay dong chir ‘hai phong khach, mot trim hai
muoi sau nghin yén’.

Cai chung cu d6 nam & ngay sau cdy xdng trén duong Kiyobashi. Toa nha
nho c6 bdn tang, birc tudong mau hoang thd 16 nhd ma trude kia nguoi ta goi
13 mau kem. TAm bién quang céo dich vu rira xe cta tram xing hat cai bong

hinh vuong 1én trén buc tuong do.

Shinsuke dirng xe trudc chung cu, cAm cai ti ni 16ng cta cira hang tién
loi trén tay, budc vao sanh chinh. Ngay bén trai sanh 1a phong bado vé nhung
gio khong c6 ai trong d6. Bén phai 1a mdt day thung thu, Shinsuke dung
trudc d6, nhin bién tén. Hau hét bién tén van dé trong. Riéng phong 202 c6
bién ghi tén ‘Reiji’. Chic quan 1y chung cu quén théo ra.

Mot diéu anh da biét tir trude 1a toa chung cu bon tang nay khong cod
thang may. Shinsuke leo 1én cau thang t6i bén canh phong bao vé. Trong dau
anh ddy 1én mot thac mac, sao Reiji lai song & noi nay? Shinsuke khong nhé
gi lic xay ra tai nan, nhung nhitng viéc xdy ra sau d6 anh di nhé duogc roi,
nhu viéc Reiji duoc bao hiém 6 t6 tra kha kha tién. Leo 1én cau thang tang
hai, anh dén phong 202.

Ngudi dan 6ng d6 song & cin ho nay sao?

Shinsuke nhé lai luc Kishinaka Reiji dén quan. Céi kinh mét tron mau
xanh den, bg vét cii k¥, rau moc 16m choém. Pém do, anh ta da ¢ trong can
phong nay stra soan do dac rdi 1én dudng di giét Shinsuke. Cai co 16 nhét
trong 4o.

Khong co6 vé gi 1a ¢c6 nguoi trong phong. Nhin canh ctra mau tro, anh lién
tudng téi canh ctra nha hoa tang. Nghi dén viéc Reiji di tu sat trong cin
phong nay, anh cam tuong ndi oan han cua anh ta van chong chat dang sau
canh ctra do.

Ma théi, thé 1a du roi. Anh s& khong bao gio dén day nira.

Luc anh toan di khoi d6, mot ngudi dan ong tién lai gan tir huéng nguoc

lai. B6 1a mot ngudi chung ndm muoi tudi, rau moc xum xu€, dau doi1 mi



ndi xam, Om cai thi gidy trén tay. Shinsuke linh cam c6 diéu chang lanh, co
khong cham mat luc di qua ngudi dan ong d6. Anh rao budc that nhanh ra
chd cau thang.

“Cau gi o1, chd mot chut!” Ngudi dan ong cat giong.

Shinsuke ding budc, xoay nguoi lai. Ong ta ding ngay trudc cira phong
Reiji.

“Cau c6 phai ban cta Reiji khong?” Ong ta hoi.

Ctr gia ngo cho xong, trong phut chéc Shinsuke nghi vdy. Nhung hinh
nhu 6ng ta thiy Shinsuke diing ltic dang dimg trudc cira phong Reiji roi.

“Khong, t61 khong phai ban...”

“Thé céu 1a nguoi quen a?”

“U, thi...” May ma minh trum mii 4o 1én, Shinsuke nghi tham. Néu
khong, ngudi ta s& nhin thdy cai bang trén dau va doan duoc anh 13 ai. “Toi
hoc khoa duéi Reiji.”

“Hoc khoa dudi? Vay cau cling hoc truong My thuat ha?”

“Khong phai.”

“Thé 1a cp ba ha?”

“Pung vay.”

“Thé a?” Nguoi dan 6ng niém nd, tién lai gan Shinsuke. “Céu di ting
gap nguodi nha cuaa Reiji chua?”

“Chua, t61 chua c6 co ho1 do.”

“Thé 4?” Guong mit chuyén sang phan véan, nhin xuéng cai tii gidy cam
trén tay. “Biét lam sao bay gid? Kho nghi qua!”

Nguoi dan 6ng d6 rd rang mudn Shinsuke dit cau hoi. Kiéu nhu “Co
chuyén gi vay?” Nhan cau hoi, ong ta s& thao luan diéu gi d6. Néu khong
mudn day dua thi cr im lang ro1 di 1a lua chon tdi wu. DI nhién Shinsuke

khong muon chia s¢ may van dé phién ha véi nguol dan 6ng d6. Nhung



mong muodn biét dugc thém chut gi vé con nguoi Kishinaka Reiji lai 16n hon
anh tuong.

“Co6 chuyén gi sao?” Shinsuke hoi.

Dung nhu dy doan, guong mat nguoi dan 6ng chuyén sang ho hai.

“That ra to61 lam cung cong ty vdi Reiji, do dac cua cau ay van dé ¢ cho
lam nén t61 mang dén g trd. T61 dinh dua cho bao vé nhung hinh nhu bao

g g 1 .
v€ hiém khi dén day.”

“Véy é?”

“Kho qua. Tinh sao bay gi0?” Nguoi dan 6ng vo dau but tai, quay lai
nhin can ho cua Reiji 101 lai nhin xudng cai tii minh dang cam. “Dat trudce
ctra phong cling khong dugc dau nhi?”

“Cong ty ong san xuat ma no canh a?” Nh¢ lai 161 noi cua Kozuka,
Shinsuke hoi.

“DPung vay. Reiji ké cho cau ha?” Guong mat ngudi dan Ong rang rd.
“To1 lam cong viéc giong cdu ay, 1a vé mat.”

“Mat é?)’

“Mat ma no canh ay.” Nguoi dan ong 161 mot quyén sach mong tir trong
tui ra, chia vé phia Shinsuke cho anh xem cai bia. “Pay, t61 v€ cai nay.”

Btrc anh trén bia chi chup tir c6 ma no canh tr¢ I1€n. Long may, moi, trong
mat dugc ve€ ti man trén lan da trang toat. Mai toc den, d61 mat hoi ti hi khién

v 5
ta lién tudng dén nguoi Nhat.
“Dep that day!” Shinsuke noi.
“Tac pham mang niém tu hao cua t61 day.” Nguoi dan 6ng gap cudn sach
p g : y
lai.

“Tuy nguoi vé khac nhau ma guong mat ma no canh khac nhau nhi? Vi
du nhu biéu cam trén guong mat ay.”

“Pung vay. Khac nhau hoan toan chi. Mdi ngudi lai co6 mot gu riéng.

Cung mdt ngudi ve, tuy tam trang s€ ve€ ra nhirng guong mat khac nhau.”



“... Reiji 1a nguoi vé ra gwong mit thé nao?”

“Cau ta thudc tip cé tinh, khong phai v& guong mit ddy ¢u mat mii mom
1a xong ma con thé hién chat tat xdu, v& cic gu khac nhau tuy so thich ngudi
xem. Nhung ma cach 1am dé khong dugc khach hang hoan nghénh 1am.”
Nguoi dan ong luc trong tai gidy, 16i ra mot quyén anh. “Cai nay 1a tac pham
cua Reiji.”

Shinsuke m& quyén anh ra. Cac birc anh dugc xép trong do. Tét ca déu la
guong mit ciia ma no canh nit. Ma no canh kiéu Au My, da den, nguoi
phuong Tay, c6 du ca. Hau hét khong co6 biéu cam gi, nhung trong mat sau
hon cua ngudi thudong. Khi nhin sau vao do, nhu cam nhan duogc thong diép
cta nhitng con ma no canh nay. Pay ciling 1a mot ngh¢ thuat, Shinsuke ngh.
Anh ciling cam thay chut gi d6 gidng véi su xtc dong.

“Chan that. Biét 1am sao bay gio?” Nguoi dan ong lap lai nhiing 15i do.
“Mat bao cong strc v& ra mdy tic pham ndy, vit di thi khong nd, ma dé ¢
cong ty ciing khong xong. Vi cau 4y chét trong hoan canh nhu thé.”

“Ngoai quyén nay ra con quyén nao nira khong?”

“Con hai quyén nita. Mot quyén chup anh vé mit ma no canh tré con, mot
quyén chup toan thin ma no canh. Ngoai ra con dung cu v&, dép di trong van
phong.” Ong ta nhom vao cai tai roi dap.

“Vay dé toi gitr hét duoc khong?”

“Duogc, vy thi tot qua!”

“Vay t6i s& cam. Nhung chua biét luc nao méi dua duoc cho ngudi than
cua Reiji dau.”

“Cai d6 thi lic ndo ciling duge. Du sao ciing khong can gap. Toan nhiing
thir khong dé ¢ cong ty dugc, nén ctr vay di. Cau lam vay 1a giup t6i lam

Io1.

Nguoi dan 6ng chia ngay cai tui ra nhu s¢g anh doi y. Shinsuke nhan cai

tai.



“Xin 161, toi c6 thé biét tén 6ng khong?”

“Oi, t61 quén mat diy.” Ngudi dan ong rat cai danh thiép trong thi 4o ra.
Trén danh thiép ghi tén ong ta 1a Takahashi Yuji. Chic danh To trudng
phong Thiét ké ctia Cong ty San xuit Ma no canh MK. Pia chi cong ty &
Toyo Koto. Lan dau tién Shinsuke biét 1a c¢6 cong ty ma no canh & ngay gan
nha minh.

“Nha cau & dau?” Takahashi hoi.

“A, xin 15i t6i khong mang danh thiép theo.” Shinsuke cudng cudng nghi
ra mot cai tén gid. Thir budt ra khéi miéng anh 1a tén ctia ba chu quan
Myoga. “T61 1a Ono.”

Takahashi 1ay bt ra, hoi thém ca dia chi. Shinsuke bia ra dia chi va s6
dién thoai 40 ma anh ciing khong chac c6 ton tai khong. Takahashi chang
may may nghi ngo, cam cli ghi chép vao mit sau tam danh thiép cta minh.

“Cam on cdu, cau gitp t6i nhiéu qua. Ganh ning trong long t6i da dugc
g& xudng roi.” Ghi xong, Takahashi budc xudng cau thang. Shinsuke 6m cai
tai, di theo sau.

“0 cong ty 6ng chic am 1 1am nhi?” Shinsuke néi voi theo Takahashi.
“Xay ra vu viéc do ma.”

“U, dén t6i ciing ngac nhién.”

“Ong than vé6i Reiji 1am a?”

“No6i thé ndo nhi, ngdy qua ngay chi c6 hai ngudi cung lam viéc trong
mot phong nén trong cong ty cau ay than voi toi nhat.”

“Trudc khi viéc d6 xdy ra, Reiji co biéu hién gi la khong?”

Nghe thay thé, Takahashi dimg budc, quay dau lai, td mo nhin anh. Chac
cau hoi ciia minh giéng cta canh sat, ong ta han ciing bi canh sat hoi cau do,
Shinsuke nghi.

“Khong, chang c6 gi... Noi c6 thi ciing co, bao khong thi cling khong.

T6i chi c¢6 thé néi vay thoi. Cau ay thay doi tir sau khi vo mat. Tur luc d6 bat



dau ky la han. Nhiéu khi u siu, budn ba. Nhung néu coi d6 1a trang thai binh
thuong cua cau ay thi ngoai ra ciing khong c6 gi la trude vu tu sat ca. Cau co
hiéu nhing diéu t6i néi khong?”

“Tbi hiéu chi.” Shinsuke gt dau.

“Cau ay la mot ké dang thuong. Vi ciu dy yéu vg qua.” Vira noi,
Takahashi vira ro1 khéi chung cu.

Cai xe mui kin dau phia bén kia duong hinh nhu 1a cua ong ta, 6ng ta moc
chia khoa & vi ra roi lai gan cai xe do.

“May ma to1 gap duogc cau, léng nhé“tng mai ¢ day lai bi canh sat phat bay
gi0.”
“Vay to1 s€ gilt cai nay nhé?” Shinsuke gio cai tui lén noi.
“Nho cdu ca. A, ma con cai nay...” Takahashi dung tay lai dung lic mé

ctra xe ra. “Vé quyén anh luc ndy, quyén chi toan anh mat ctia ma no canh

“Vang.”

“Trang cudi cung ¢ anh ctia mdt ma no canh ddi khin voan c6 dau. Cau
nhd xem k§ guong mat d6 nhé!”

“Co6 gi hay sao?”

“Cé chtr.” Guong mit Takahashi bong nghiém tac la thuong. “P6 1a
guong mat Reiji vé mo phong vo minh.”

“Ha?” Shinsuke budt miéng.

“Giong vo cau ta lam. Tao hinh ma no canh d6 qua tuyét. Pang dé cau

xem d6.” Takahashi kh& gio hai tay 1én, roi chui vao trong xe.

“Anh cam tht nay vé 1am gi?” Narumi gid quyén anh trén ban ra héi. Lic
Shinsuke vé, c6 di thitc ddy va dang xem ti vi nén anh phai giai thich qua
tinh hinh cho c6.



“Anh néi r6i con gi. Anh cling khong biét sao nira.”

“Nghia 13 khong hiéu sao anh lai mudn c6 tht cia ké dinh giét minh?”

“Néu 1a thtr khac thi anh ciing khong cam vé dau. Chi 1a luc nhin thay
quyén anh nay, anh thay to mo ghé gém.”

“Anh la that day!”

“Em khong thich thi dung xem.”

“Van dé khong phai 1a thich hay khong thich. Em chi muén néi that la khi
cam thtr nay vé. A, ¢6 ca ma no canh md phong mit ngudi Trung Quéc nay.
Em khong biét day.”

Shinsuke di ra phia ctra s6, rat mot diéu thude, cham lira hat. Mot chiée 6
t6 chay nhu dién trén con dudng hep dudi kia. D6 14 duong tit dan ra dudng
chinh, 14i xe vung nay ai cling biét. Ngi tu khong c6 dén giao thong phia
truée 13 diém den tai nan, Shinsuke 1am bam. Anh c6 ling tai nghe, nhung
khong nghe thay tiéng phanh gip hay tiéng va dap ndo ca. Ping 13 gi may
man, Shinsuke nghi tham.

Vi sao minh lai muén nhitng vt dung ctia Kishinaka Reiji? Ban than
Shinsuke ciing khong hiéu. Qua thuc mot phan nao d6 trong anh bi thu hut
bdi may birc anh ma no canh, nhung khong chi c6 vay. Anh khong thé nao
noi ra su that rang 1y do chi 14 vi anh mudn biét thém vé ké dinh giét minh.
N6i trang ra 1a mudn biét ndi cim han cia Reiji danh cho anh ¢ murc d6 nao?
Shinsuke dap diéu thudc vao gat tan. Pung luc d6, anh thay Narumi thd hon
hén, déng voi quyén anh lai. Co lay tay che miéng, nhin sang Shinsuke voi
anh méat sg hii.

“Chuyén gi vay em?”

Narumi chi tay vdo quyén anh.

“Trong nay c¢6 burc anh dang sg lam.”

“Anh dang sg u? Chi ¢6 anh ma no canh thoi ma.”

“Anh ma no canh do, guong mat ma no canh d6 dang so 1dm.” Hai tay



Narumi 6m quanh nguoi nhu ¢ 1an hoi lanh chay doc co thé. “Btc anh cudi
cling 4y. Ma no canh an van kiéu c6 dau.”

“Anh cubi cung 4?”

Shinsuke bong nh lai 101 néi cua Takahashi, nhung khong ké chuyén dé
v6i Narumi. Anh 1ay quyén anh, nhung van chwa xem burc anh ma no canh
c6 guong mit giéng vo Kishinaka Reiji do.

“Dung dua em nira!” Narumi quay mat di.

“Co6 mdi thé ma cau gian ha em? Tam trang em thay d6i nhu chong chong
ay.”

Nghi rang Narumi néi qua 1én, Shinsuke gio trang cudi cling ciia quyén
anh ra. M& dén d6, mot diém god ludt qua 6c Shinsuke. Birc anh phu nit dép

vao mat anh. Tim anh dap thinh thich.

Tao hinh that t6i mac khong giong véi ma no canh. Khong chi don thuan
c6 guong mat dep, ma no canh nay c6 mot thr ma ma no canh khac khong
c6, 1 sinh khi nhu nguoi that. Nhung dong thoi nd cling goi 1én cam giac
chét choc. Shinsuke khong thé rdi mat khoi nd. Lan da trang s, 1ong may
hinh canh cung hoan hao, bd méi nhu dang thi tham, song mili thang toat 1én
¥ chi. Va... Shinsuke nhan ra. Trén guong mit ma no canh nay c¢6 mot diém
khéac bié€t 16n v41 ma no canh khac. Ma no canh khac luén nhin vao khodng

khong vo dinh, nhung ma no canh nay thi khéac.
N6 dang nhin minh.
Nhin btrc anh ¢t ¢6 cam gidc trong mat ma no canh dang chuyén dong.

Shinsuke hét hoang dong quyén anh lai.
“Shinsuke?” Narumi cat giong day lo lang.

Shinsuke chang budn tra 10i. Tim anh dap manh téi mc nguc dau nhirc.

Mo hoi tha ra khip co thé nhung lung lai lanh toat. Chan tay lanh nhu bang.
“Thoi, vut méy blrc anh nay di duoc roi d6.” Narumi néi giong s6t ruot.

Shinsuke im lang mot luc lau, khong tra 161 dugc gi.






Thﬁ’ Hai 12 ngay tht nam tr khi xuat vién, Shinsuke quyét di lam lai.
Tudéng dau tuan khong dong khach ma hom nay khach lai dén thanh ting
tép, cha co thoi gian ma nghi ngoi. Ba chi Chizuko miéng thi néi thuong
Shinsuke nhung khong c6 1y nao lai mong khong dong khach. May nhém
khach ra vé, lac thd dugc mét chat thi Ejima Kouichi ciia quan Sirius lai dén.
That 1 hiém thay.

“Toi dugc nghe 1a hom nay ciu quay lai 1am nén dén dong vién.” Ejima
ngdi xudng chd quay bar. Bo vét mau be that hop véi bo vai rong.

“Xin 16i d4 1am 6ng lo lang.”

“Thé 1a tot ro6i.” Ejima nhoai ngudi ra phia trude. “Toi chi nghe loang
thoang thoi, cdu mat hét ca tri nhd ha?”

Chic nghe tir Chizuko, Shinsuke nghi. Nhung ma anh chua tirng noi viéc
minh bi mét tri nhé cho Chizuko. Chic Chizuko lai nghe Narumi ké. Anh
chép miéng, dung 12 may ba phu nit hay dua chuyén.

“C6 mat mot chut thoi.”

Thuc long anh ciing muén nhan viéc nay ké cho Ejima.

“Cau khong nho ra chuyén gi sao?”

“Chuyén vu tai nan. Tai nan giao thong.”

“Thé ha?” Ejima cham chdi nhin Shinsuke. “Khong nhd chiit nao sao?”

“T6i nhd phan nao. Nhu chuyén dén lam viéc véi ngudi bén cong ty bao
hiém, hay bi canh sat hoi cung sau tai nan d6. Nhung ma ¢ ¢ nhé dén may

tinh tiét quan trong trong vu tai nan thi ky rc lai tré nén mo hd nhu ¢ mét



man suong gidng trudc mat. Kiéu nhu cd nhiéu manh ghép 16n x6n ma
khong tai nao ghép thanh mdt birc tranh hoan chinh dugc.”

“Nhu thé lai cang s6t rudt nhi?”

“T&i mirc mubén moi ndo ra khoi hop so dé xem.”

Ejima pha lén cudi trudc cau bong dua cua Shinsuke. Ong ta tranh thu
ubng mot ngum vodka.

“Ma thé cling tdt. Vu tai nan do 1a thir xui xéo. Von di trén doi c6 loai ky
trc néu quén duoc thi nén quén di. Khong nhu that tinh, ta vinh vién khong
thé my hoa né thanh tho ca. Vay nén cau cr nghi rang viéc mat tri nhd d6
cling 1a chuyén tét di.” Ejima néi, gwong mit dang tuoi cudi bong nghiém
nghi.

“To6i cling mudn nghi vay. Nhung c6 céi gi d6 khong ding. C6 qua nhiéu
viéc t6i khong hiéu noi.”

“Viéc nao cau khong hiéu?”

“Nhiéu viéc lam. Tai sao toi lai 14i xe voi dén vay trén con duong d6? Roi
tai sao biét dang trudc co xe dap chay ma toi van tong vao?”

“Cau biét c6 xe dap u?” Khuon mat Ejima ngac nhién tot do.

“Pung vay.”

“Cau c6 ky trc d6 sao? Ky trc da nhin thiy cai xe dap?”

“T6i nhd 1a nhin thdy co gai d6 tir dang sau, dang ldo dao dap xe trén
duong khuya.”

“U.” Ejima nhiu may, nhin ra cai gia dé ruou sau lung Shinsuke, nhap
ngum ruou, roi nhanh chéng quay lai nhin Shinsuke. “Cau nhin thay ddi
phuong dang dap xe. Nhung mot khi da chay qua toc do thi tai thoi diém
nhin thdy dbi phuong 1a khong thé tranh dugc nita roi. Toi nghi cau thudce
truong hop do.”

Shinsuke khong chit ngac nhién khi nghe 161 né1 ciia Ejima. Ngay xua,

anh timg chimg kién ban minh gy tai nan, nén tir d6 ludn tu nhu phai 1ai xe



can trong. Thé ma tai sao dém d6 anh lai chu quan dén vay?

“Hay toi dén don canh sat xin gip vién canh sat phuy trach khi d6 xem,
biét dau nguoi ta s& ké cho di xay ra chuyén gi?”

Ejima nhin mit, xua tay. “Cau théi may viéc té nhat d6 di! Du c¢6 nhé ra
may chuyén d6 cling cha ¢ loi 16c gi. Thay vao d6, chang phai c6 nhiéu
chuyén phai suy nghi hon hay sao? Nhur 1a tuong lai thé nao?”

“Tuong lai u?”

“L0c nao do cau phai tach ra riéng chir. Cau tirng no1 vay con gi?”

“A, viéc d6 thi gio van chua dugc.”

“Cai gi? Vay thi cdu ung dung qua day.” Ejima cudi nhian nhd, nghiéng
cai coc.

Tuong lai u? Hinh nhu lau r6i anh chua nghi téi viée d6. T sau khi bi
tan cong, suy nghi vé twong lai chua ting luét qua ndo anh. Du trude d6 anh
van thuong xuyén nghi toi. C6 thoi diém anh con nghi dén luc tim duoc
quan phu hop roi, con phai 1ap du toan, tinh xem doanh thu bao nhiéu thi 6n.

Dy toan u? Cé thir gi d6 khién anh phan van. Nhung thir d6 1a gi thi anh
khong biét. Thé nén anh mdi danh chit thdi gian nghi vé du toan. Hién tai
ban than minh tich lily duoc bao nhiéu, roi phai vay ngan hang bao nhiéu
ntra?

Luc d6, dau anh lai thinh mé bong bong. Anh khong nhd ndi minh ¢6 bao
nhiéu tién. Tién giri ngan hang con bao nhiéu? C6 tién 1ai dinh ky khong?

“Nay, cau sao thé? Khong khoe a?” Ejima cét tiéng.

“Khoéng, khong co gi dau.” Shinsuke lic dau, co may cai coc. Nhung

trong 10ng anh, dam may den khong rd hinh thu dang lan ra to dan.

Dung luc do, ctra ra vao khé mé. Theo phan xa, Shinsuke nhin ra d6. Bay
gio 1a gan muodi hai gio ro61. Khach quen ma dén vao tam nay thi chi c6 vai
nguoi thoi. Nhung nguoi mé cira bude vao khong phai ai trong may vi khach

quen d6. La mot nguoi Shinsuke hoan toan khong biét. Ba chi, dam tiép



vién nit, khach ngdi trong quan 1an Ejima déu im ling nhin vi khach dé.

D6 1a mot co gai la hodc. Trong khoang trén dudi hai muoi chin tudi. Toc
ngin, mic bo vay den nhu vira di du dam tang vé. Tay deo ging tay ren.

Khi budc vao, c¢b gai chang budn nhin quanh quan ma di thang dén chd
xa nhét ctia quay ruou nhu thé tir dau da quyét dinh nhu vay. Khong ai hé
miéng ndéi mot cau ndo cho téi lic ¢ gai ngdi xudng ghé.

“Xin chao quy khach.” Shinsuke cat giong. “Quy khach dung d6 udng gi
a?”

Co gai ngang mat 1én, chim chu nhin Shinsuke. Khoanh khic do,
Shinsuke thdy c6 gi d6 rao ruc la thuong bén trong co thé minh, kiéu nhu

anh y€u c0 gai nay mat roi.



C6 gai mic vay den & trong quan khoang mot tiéng. C6 udng ba ly brandy.
Cr hai muoi phat udng mot ly nhu kiéu hen gio uéng. Pong tac khi udng
gidng nhau tir dau t6i cudi: véi tay lay ly ruou, cam 1én, ngdm nhin chat 1ong
trong ly vai gidy, cham mdi vao vién coc, nudt rugu vao trong hong, nhim
mat lai, roi cai c6 hong manh mai kh& chuyén dong, khi ly ruou roi khoi doi
moi, the dai... May dong tac dep d& do6 cur lap di lap lai. Ca luc dang tiép vi
khach khéc, Shinsuke van khong ngirmng quan sat ¢ gai 4y. Ma hinh nhu
khong chi minh anh dau. Tir luc ¢6 gai budc vao, Ejima dang ngdi chd quay
ruou khong noi ning gi, dung cai but yéu thich viét gi d6 vao cai 16t coc roi
day vé phia Shinsuke. Shinsuke nhanh tay tom cai 16t céc.

Cau co biét vi khach nay khong? Trén cai 16t cbc viét nhu vay. Shinsuke
nam cai 16t cdc trong tay, quay ra phia Ejima r6i lic dau. Ejima lam vé mait
kho hiéu. Nhung ong ta van im ling, c6 khong nhin ¢ gai la bang anh mit
hiéu ky.

Chizuko hinh nhu ciing td mo vé c6 gai bi an nay. Ba ta di dén quay, thi
tham vao tai Shinsuke: “Cau c6 biét co ta tir ddu t&i khong?” Luc d6 anh
cling chi biét lac dau. Ngay dén ba chi du da thuan thyc k§ ning moi thong
tin bén 1& cua khach hang nam ma con it nhiéu lung ting khi dbi twong lan
nay la c6 gai mic do tang do.

Trong hai muoi phut dau, 10i ndi phét ra tir miéng c6 gai d6 chi c6 ‘Cho
t61 brandy’ va “Co thé cho toi ly nita khong?”. Dang ngudi manh dé ma
giong noi lai c6 4m thap va déu. Du 4m cua giong ndi nhu tiéng sdo d6 van
con dong lai trong tai Shinsuke.

Khi c¢6 gai uong can ly thtr hai, Shinsuke d3 hy vong duoc nghe tiép



giong no6i nhu tiéng sao d6. Nhung c6 gai khong noi gi, chi gio cai ly tréng
trudc mat Shinsuke. Thay vao d6, ¢6 gai mim cudi voi anh. Biéu hién d6 chi
thay 1a dang ngd. Con nguoi nam gilta trong mat ndu nhat dang nhin
Shinsuke khong chéch di phan ndo. Tiéng thé dai ¢6 mui thom nhu hoa téa
ra tr d6i moi dang hé mo. “Co van dung loai lic ndy a?” Shinsuke hdi.
Giong anh hoi run. C6 gai im lang gat dau. Anh sang 1o mo trong quan chiéu
nghiéng nghiéng vao gwong mit cd. Lan da tring min nhu su.

Shinsuke ctr mong chd ¢6 gai noi diéu gi d6. Khach dén quan rugu mot
minh thé ndy hau hét déu mong c6 ngudi ndi chuyén ciing. Co gai nay khong
tim nguoi ndi chuyén, Shinsuke nghi vay. C6 dén diy vi mudn udng ruou
mot minh. Chi 1a & ¢6 gai nay khong c6 cam giac ¢ doc hay budn ba cb hiru
ctia nguoi mudn udng ruou mot minh. B vay den 13n vao bong toi do 4nh
dén mo 4o dét nén, trong rat hop véi co.

Ubng hét ly ruou thir ba, ¢ gai nhin dong hd. Cai dong ho c6 day da
manh mau den quin quanh co tay thon. Shinsuke nhin céi ¢ tay dy nhu bi
mé hoic, trén d6 van con deo nguyén doi ging tay ren.

Bay gio 14 gan mot gio sang. Co6 thém hai vi khach nita dén ban ngoi. Ca
hai déu toat 1én phong thai cta nhan vat tim c& & cong ty nao d6. Lac vira
dén quan, ho cling dé mat t&i co gai ngdi & quay, nhung gid dang say sua noi
chuyén dua ngua véi Chizuko r6i.

“Céam on vi ly rugu.” C6 gai noi.

“C6 vé ludn u?” Shinsuke hoi.

Co gai khé gat dau. Lic do6, c6 van nhin chdm cham guong mat Shinsuke.
Shinsuke dinh nhin lai nhung s¢ anh mat do Xo0ay sau vao tam can nén voi
nhin ra hudng khac.

Luc anh dua t& hoa don ra, ¢d gai cho tay vao tii xach mau den, 14y ra cai
vi mau ndu dat chay. Lop da trén vi dd son. Chi riéng cai vi d6 trong nhu
khong thudc vé co gai, Shinsuke thoang ngac nhién.

Tra tién xong, cat vi, co gai dirng day khoi ghé. Ro1 giong véi lac maéi



dén, c¢6 chang ngd ngang gi xung quanh ma di thang ra ctra.

“Cam on quy khach.” Shinsuke no61 vo1 theo co gai.

Co gai vira roi di, Chizuko lién di toi.

“Nguoi d6 1a ai vay? Trong hoi sg nhi?” Ba ta thi thadm bén tai Shinsuke.

“Co phai duoc ai 46 dan dén day lac trude khong?”

“Khong phai. Néu thé thi téi phai nhd chir. Shinsuke, cdu néi gi voi co ta
vay?”

“Chang ndi gi hét. Trong co vé kho bat chuyén.”

“Lai con mic dd tang nita. Khong hiéu 13 ai nhi?” Chizuko nhin cai ctra
co gai vua budc ra.

Pén hai gio, dudi khéo méy vi khach con lai, Shinsuke dong ctra quan.
May cb bé tiép vién phai vé cho kip chuyén tiu cudi nén chi c6 minh
Shinsuke & lai don dep. Chizuko ciing rdi khoi quan trudc roi. Thay bao 1a di
lay xe dd o bai gan do.

Don dep xong xudi, Shinsuke rdi quan roi khoa ctra. Lép khong khi day
bui giang khap hanh lang. Thé giéi vé dém ma, anh nghi. Lai phai quay lai
chd nay.

Anh ding trude thang mday, an nut. Pang day mot minh thé nay khién
anh nhd lai chuyén xay ra dém d6. Bong den 4m tham xuat hién sau lung ma
khong gy ra tiéng dong nao. Hung khi bd xubng. Ca dap manh. Chua kip
thdy dau, y thirc da roi khoi co thé.

Bdng c6 tiéng dong & dau d6. Shinsuke nin thd, ngoai lai nhin dang sau.
Khong c¢6 ai. Khong 1au sau, anh nghe thay tiéng cudi ndi ctia nhiéu ngudi tir
phia cau thang.

Chac 1a khach cua quan rugu t?mg trén. Shinsuke thé manh. Lic nhan ra
thi toan than anh d3 dung hét gai 6¢, mo hoi @ra ra dudi nach.

Khi thang may dén, canh ctra thang khé mo ra. Ctr mong khong c6 ai

trong do, vay ma da c6 mot nguoi dan ong ¢ san do roi. Po la mdt nguoi con



tré, dang ngudi nho thd, dd hon ba muoi tudi, rdu ria x0m xoam quanh
mi¢ng.

Anh chiang mubn & trong khong gian dong kin véi mot ngudi xa la, nhung
khong thé khong vao. Shinsuke budc vao, nhanh tay 4n nat ‘Dong cira’.
Shinsuke khong quay lai nhin nguo1 dan 6ng, chi dua vao tuong, cham cham
nhin dén hién thi sé ting. Chi mat mudi gidy 14 xuéng dén ting mot ma cam
théy dai 16 thé. Shinsuke tu biét toan than minh dang curng lai vi so.

Hién nhién ngudi dan ong d6 khong lam gi, chic dang voi nén luc thang
xubng tang mot, anh ta nhanh chan budc qua Shinsuke. Nhin theo phia sau
nguoi d6, Shinsuke thé dai, nghiéng dau. Pung thin thd trude toa nha,
Shinsuke nghe thay tiéng coi 6 t6 kho khoc vang 1én. Anh nhin ra huéng c6
tiéng coi. Chiéc xe BMW mau tim than ddu sat bén dudng. Anh nhin thay
guong mit trang béch ctia Chizuko & ghé 13i. Cho chiée xe chay dén trudc
mit, anh m& cra xe, tréo 1én ghé phu. Trong xe tran ngdp mui nudc hoa cia
Chizuko.

“Lau lam mdi1 duge ngdi xe cua ba Chizuko, t61 don dep mat thoi gian
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qua.

“Vat va cho cu roi. Cu da khoe lai chua? Pau con dau khong?”

“Tb6i 6n. Gio thi khong sao hét.”

“Thé thi tot. Hom nay cira hang ban qua nén t6i hoi lo cho cdu.” Chizuko
bat dong co, 1ai chiéc BMW lao vt di.

Chizuko séng mot minh trong mot cin ho cao cap ¢ Tsukishima, cling
huéng v4i nha Shinsuke. Thé nén hau nhu ngay ndo anh ciing duoc ba chu
dua vé tan nha. Nhitng lac ban khong dua anh vé duoc, ba ta s& dua tién taxi
cho anh. So tién d6 v&i Chizuko chang dang 1a bao, chi nhu tién xang
Chizuko di duong vong thoi.

Chiéc BMW bat dau tang téc. Shinsuke vo thirc nhin ra bén ngoai, bat
giac khé kéu 1én “A!”

“Co chuyén gi vay?” Chizuko héi. “Khong c¢6 gi dau.” Anh voi lac dau.



“Khéng co gi to tat. Co ai d6 gidng ngudi quen cua t6i.”

“Anh ¢ can dung lai khong?”

“Khéng, chic t6i nham.”

“Thé a?”” Chizuko dap manh chan ga.

Cam nhan xe dang ting toc do, Shinsuke cd khong quay lai nhin dang
sau. Thir anh thay luc ndy 1a mot ¢d gai dung ven duong. Du chi nhin thoang
qua nhung c6 thé khang dinh chic chan d6 1a ¢ gai la hoac mic vay den, toc
ngin & quan Myoga ban ndy. Co gai d6 ciing dang nhin vé phia anh, nhu
kiéu c6 biét trudc anh s& ngdi & ghé phu ctia chiéc BMW nay va nhin theo.

Co gai Ay dang lam gi & d6 nhi? Tai sao lai nhin minh? C6 4y thyc ra 1a
ai?

Rat nhiéu ciu héi cung lic chi phdi suy nghi cua anh. Nhung khong 1au
sau, cam giac trong réng cudn tréi hét md cau hoi d6. Chic 1a anh nham
ngudi. Co gai d6 roi quan 1au roi. Khong cd 1y ndo ¢ gai dimg yén & chd do
ca mot khoang thoi gian dai. Phu nitr mac dd den c6 rat nhiéu ma. Ca phu nir
toc ngan nita. Va cb gai ding ¢ d6 khong nhin anh. C6 Ay dang nhin cai gi
d6 xa xam hodc chang dinh nhin gi ca ma dung luc d6 tinh cd nhin ra phia
anh thoi.

“Cau van dang nghi dén ngudi luc ndy a? Biét thé dimg lai nhi?”” Chizuko
no6i lac xe vugt qua den giao thong.

“T6i c6 nghi gi dau. Chi dang budn ngi thoi.”

“U nhi. Lau 1am r6i cdu mdi thic khuya dung khong?” Chizuko tang téc,
chic mudn dua anh vé nha nhanh dé di ngu.

Shinsuke nhdm h& mét. Tai sao anh khong thé néi that véi Chizuko 1a lac
nay anh nhin thay c6 gai dang so ban do den d6? Nhung anh khong tim dugc
cau tra 1o1.

Mot luc sau, Chizuko hoi: “Hay cau nghi ngoi thém mot thoi gian nira?

Cau c6 nghi minh hop véi cong viéc kinh doanh vé dém thé nay khong?”



“A, n6i thé nao nhi? Téi chua nghi t&i.”

“Cau co dinh nhan co hoi nay tim cong viéc nao lam ban ngay khong?”

“Khong. Vi t61 cling c6 lam dugc viée gi khac dau.”

“Lam gi c6 chuyén d6. Cu van con tré ma.”

“To61 ba muoi roi day.”

“Méi ¢6 ba muoi. Kha nang thi bao nhi€u cha c6. Chi 1a thoi gian khong
du da thoi. Néu dinh lam gi thi phai nhanh 1én.”

“To1 khong dinh 1am gi cd.”

Shinsuke khong né1 vai1 Chizuko vé giac mo mot 1ic nao d6 mé mot quan
riéng. Anh nghi la nén chuan bi xong xudi ré61 moé1 no6i. Nhung chuan bi la
chuan bi cai gi? Shinsuke khong tai nao nghi ra.

Anh cling khong biét minh da c6 ké hoach cu thé chua hay chi don thuan
la 6m mong tudng vién vong.

“Shinsuke muon quay vé Ginza dung khong?” Chizuko hoéi. “Cau dén
quan to1 dugc mot nam rudi roi nhi?”

“To61 khong nghi thé dau. Pugc ba chu kéo vé, té1 phai cdm on méi
ding.”

“Pung ndéi may cau on nghia d6. Cau dén quan la giap té1 nhiéu lam.”
Giong diéu Chizuko tré nén manh mé.

Shinsuke dén Myoga lam ngay sau khi toa an phan quyét v€ vu tai nan.
Phéan quyét dé 1a ngoi1 tu hai nam, thur thach ba nam. Bang 1€ c6 thé tiép tuc
cudc song khong céd gi khac trude, nhung nho Ejima sap x€p, anh dugc guri
dén quan Chizuko mot thoi gian. La vi Ejima lo Shinsuke phai dé y tung li
tung ti dén nguoi xung quanh, ro1 khach quen cua quan Sirius biét vé vu tai
nan s€ noi ra no1 vao.

Chizuko tap xe vao ngay trudc can ho cua Shinsuke. Anh ndi cam on,
xuong xe va ding bén 1€ duong cho dén khi anh den sau xe khuat han.

Narumi van chua vé, luc Shinsuke m¢ ctra ra, trong phong t6i om. Quan



ruou noi Narumi 1dm mé cira dén muoi hai gio ba muoi phat, nhung ¢ lic
co di an v6i may cb ban tiép vién nén chuyén vé mudn hon Shinsuke khong
phai hiém. Thinh thoang c6 ciing hen véi khach di uéng & quan khéc, hodc
dén quan karaoke hat ho. Lam cong viéc ban dém thi kho tranh may viéc nhu
thé, nghi vay nén Shinsuke khong bao gio can nhan.

Anh bat dién, di vao bon rira sic mi¢ng. Anh rira mat b?mg nude am, lau
kho mat, nhin mat minh trong guong. POt nhién, mot cam giac ky la xoc
dén, Shinsuke bat giac nhin mat. Cai gi d6 gidng voi Déja vu*, 1a cam giac
quen thudc kiéu nhu da tirng gap phai tinh huéng nay trudc day. Nhung khoi
can ndi ciing biét, diy khong phai 1an dau tién anh rira mit & cai bon nay.
Luc nao ciing vay, di lam vé bao gid anh ciing rira mit trude tién. Séng &
phong nay bao nhiéu nim 13 timg ddy nim anh c6 thoéi quen d6. Véi y nghia
d6 thi khong thé goi 1a ‘Déja vu’ duge. Von di ‘Déja vu’ 1a cam giac cua
minh d6i voi tinh hudng ma ban than chwa bao gid trai qua.

D¢ja vu 1a hién tugng ky urc 4o giac, dugc dich theo nghia den 1a ‘da tung
nhin thay’.

Shinsuke soi guong, xoa tay 1én mit, s& 1én toc. Nhung anh van khong
hiéu cam giac quen thudc nay 1a gi. Khong lau sau, cam giac d6 nhanh chong
bién mat, chi con lai bong dang Shinsuke dimg than thd trudc guong. Anh
nghi nguyén nhén 1 do 1au lam anh méi di lam lai. Ké ca c¢6 gai mic do tang
]an ban than anh hom nay that la lung. Anh roi khoi bon rira, thay sang 4o ni,
bat ti vi, 1y lon bia tir trong ti lanh ra. Trong ti con sa lat khoai tay, anh
cling léy ra luén. Chuan bi giat nép lon bia thi chot nhé ra mot viéc, anh mo
ngin kéo ti ra. Trong d6 chic chan cé quyén so ngan hang. Nhung anh tim
ca ba ngin déu khong thay. Ngin nao ciing duoc don dep sach s& han so voi
lac truée. Chic lac don dep, Narumi cat sang chd khac rdi.

Néu khong co trong ngin kéo thi c6 y dé dau nhi? Shinsuke dung giira
phong ngdm nghi. Nhin sao ciing khong thdy c6 noi nao cat gidu dugc do
quy gia. Noi dén d6 dung gia dinh trong phong ndy, ngoai ti & phong khach

va giuong, cling chi ¢ gia dé bat dia, x0 pha, tu nho dé do 16t. Quan 4o hau



hét nhét trong tu dung chan. Ngan dudi cung cua ta doé nhét may cai hop
dung do, ngan trén la moc treo vai by quan 4o. Cai nao cling la d6 mua trén

mang.

Anh dang mai nghi xem nén tim & dau thi c6 tiéng mé cira. Ctra mo ra,
tiéng Narumi vang 1én.

“Shinsuke, em vé roi day.”

“Em vé 10i 4?” Shinsuke néi.

“Anh dang 1am gi vay? Sao lai dung ngan to te ra thé?” Narumi hoi khi
budc vao phong. C6 mic bé mau réu mua hdi mia xuan nim ngoai.

“Anh dang tim quyén so ngan hang.”

“S6 ngan hang 4? Sao vy anh?”

“Anh ban tdm chat thoéi. Em cat ¢ dau vay? Lay ra ho anh dugc khong?”

“Ban tam 1a ban tam cai gi?”

“Anh s& noi sau. Bay gid anh mudn xem ludn.”

Nghe miy cau ky la, dot nhién guong mait Narumi han 1én su lo ling.
Nhung ¢6 cling khong hoi thém gi, ma di vao phong ngu, kéo canh cura tu
dung chin ra. Trudc miy cai moc treo ¢d dé mot hop so ciru. C6 mé cai hop

do ra, trong do6 c6 cudn s6 ngan hang.
“S6 day anh.” Narumi chia cudn so ra.
“Sao em lai dé vao do?”

“Em chang nghi ra chd nao dé cat nita. Thir quan trong thé nay khong nén

dé & may cho dé doan nhi.”
“Trom co6 vao thi cling xem ca hop so ctru nay day.”

Shinsuke mé quyén s6 ra. Nhin con s0 ghi trong do, anh pha lén cuoi.

Diéu cudi ty ché giéu ban than.
“Sao vay anh?”” Narumi hoi.

“Em khong can lo trdom d4u.” Shinsuke gié trang ghi s6 du, gio ra cho ¢



xem. “Em nhin di! S6 du nay con cha bang tién tiét kiém cua may dia hoc
sinh cap hai.”

“Cling dau con cach nao. Binh thuong phai chi nhiéu khoan ma.”

“Narumi thi sao? Tién tiét kiém ctia em c6 nhiéu hon khong?”

“Em cling vay thoi. Quan em tra luong dau co cao.”

Shinsuke nhtn vai, nhét quyén s6 vao hop so ciru.

“Ma c6 chuyén gi vay? Sao tu dung anh lai nhic dén tién tiét kiém?”
Narumi hoi giong cang thang.

“Anh ciing chang hiéu ban thin minh nita.” Shinsuke thd dai.

“Ha?” Narumi nhiu may. <Y anh 1 sa0?”

“Shinsuke nay, anh c6 du dinh gi khong?”

“Du dinh la sao?”

“La tuong lai y. Anh mudn 1am gi? Chang c6 tién ma con dinh mé quéan
riéng. Khong hiéu anh nghi cai gi nita?”

“Anh ciing tirng n6i v6i em lac ndo d6 mudn cd quan riéng...”

“Thé con tién thi sao? Phai ¢6 muc tiéu gi cha?”

Anh mat Narumi toat 1én vé bat an xen 1an lo so. Nghi lai nhiing tr& ngai
trong ky (rc, anh nhan thdy mitc d6 nghiém trong cua van dé.

“Tién thi anh d3 noi 1a sé tich liy trong thoi gian ngan.”

“Tich liy 42 Ngudi noi cau d6 ma lai ¢6 quyén so tiét kiém it 0i vay sao?”

“Tiét kiém...” Shinsuke lic dau. C6 cam giac ‘tiét kiém’ 1a tir ma 1au lam
roi anh khong nhén thire trong dau, dén mirc phai ngd vuc rang co that tir d6
phat ra tir miéng minh khong?

Khéng biét tir luc nao anh di ngdi thup xudng dat. Narumi nhe nhang dat
tay lén vai anh.

“Anh nay, viéc do cur dé ra sao thi ra. Néu da quén mat chuyén tuong lai

dinh 1am gi roi thi sau nay tir tir nghf lai cling duoc ma.”



Shinsuke khé& nam tay cd. Ban tay d6 dang chay mo héi, lanh toat.



Trux’rc kia, anh khong hé muén tré thanh ngudi phuc vu & quay ruou. Tham
chi anh con thanh kién véi nganh nghé mua vui cho khach nay. Anh thuong
nghi rang chi nhiing nguoi da that bai khi chon con dudng khéac, khong con
chén dung than, cung duong mai bude vao nganh nay. P6 1a cau chuyén hoi
Shinsuke ma1 1én Tokyo.

Anh sinh ¢ Kanazawa. B6 anh 1am ¢ quy tin dung ctia dia phuong. Me
hinh nhu lam gido vién ban thoi gian & mot truong trung hoc, nhung trong
ky wrc ctia Shinsuke, duong nhu khong ¢ hdi (e nao vé hinh anh ngudi me
lam gido vién. Nha anh & mdt noi c6 tén la Teramara, bén canh Saikawa.
Pung nhu tén goi, d6 13 thanh phd co rat nhiéu chua chién. Ngbi nha gb anh
song niam ling 1& ddi dién mot cira hang nhé ban dic san dia phuong.
Shinsuke c6 mot ngudi anh trai hon nam tudi, 12 nhan vién vin phong cua
mot nha may dét. Anh éy léy vo ndm nim trudce, cé mot dda con bodn tudi,
mdt dira mot tudi. Anh éy cung vo, hai con va bd me, tat ca sdu nguoi dang
song & can nha cii ky do.

Shinsuke 1én Tokyo Iic mudi tdm tudi. Anh dd vao mot truong dai hoc
dan lap & Tokyo. N6i vay nhung ky thuc 13 vi mudn 1én Tokyo nén anh méi
thi vao truong do. Ciing chffmg cO can cir nao khi lya chon nganh Xa héi hoc.
Anh ciing thi vao vai trudng khéac nita, nhung nganh hoc thi lung tung lam,
nao 1a Van hoc, ndo 1a Thong tin, r6i Thuong mai. Tom lai, anh nghi rang
chi can vao duge dai hoc & Tokyo thi truong ndo cling dugc.

Thé nén, 1én duoc Tokyo roi, anh ch:fmg c6 muc tiéu nao cu thé. Anh linh
cam nhat dinh s& tim duoc thir gi d6 néu 1én thanh phd 16n. P6i véi mot

thanh nién sinh ra & qué, Tokyo 1a noi san sinh ra vd s6 co hdi. Anh mang



niém tin ring néu c6 thé dau tu cho mot trong s6 co hoi d6 thi canh ctra din
tdi thanh cong s& mo ra trude mat. Luc d6, anh dau biét 1a dé tim ra hat mam
co hoi do cling can phai c6 mot nang luc vugt tro1 hon nguoi.

B me Shinsuke khong phan d6i viéc anh dén Tokyo vi dng anh trai hoc
truong cong 1ap ra, on dinh chd lam trong mét cong ty & qué roi, bé me ciing
khong phai lo ling gi cho tudi gia nita. Ong ba cling khé xir khi cdu con trai
thir khéng dugce ngoan ngodn nhu thing ca. Tir dau ho d3 biét hoc luc cua nd
khong du dé vao duogc dai hoc giéng thang anh, du c6 vao duge truong hang
hai gan d6 thi cling chang c6 gi dam bao tuong lai sau nay. Cho anh dén
Tokyo thi tam thoi bt duoc mot miéng an da. Suy nghi mudn tong khir anh
di cua b me, Shinsuke phén nao hiéu duoc. Cian hd mot phong rong chua
dén chin mét vudng 13 toa lau dai riéng cta anh. T day, anh sé& sai rong doi
canh dé bay di. Niém hy vong cang tran 10ng nguc rang anh c6 thé lam dugc
tat ca moi viéc, c¢6 thé thach thirc moi thu.

Nhung anh chi 6m gidc mong vién vong d6 trong mot thoi gian ngan thoi.
Hét nim dau tién, anh khong con mong tudng gi nita. Pén Tokyo, bai tap
dau tién dit ra cho anh 1a phai tim dugc muc ti€u cho minh, thé ma hiém khi
anh nhd dén bai tdp d6. Nhiéu khi anh con ¢b quén di, vi cit nho ra 13 thay
minh v dung. Tham chi anh con chang c6 thoi gian tim ra 1y do. Tién b me
guri chi du tra tién nha va tién hoc. Thé nén bang moi gia phai di lam thém,
thé 1a lai c6 nhitng mbi quan hé méi, roi lai tiéu kha khé tién mdi khi di choi.
Mubn c6 tién di choi thi phai lam thém nhiéu hon. Pung 13 cai vong luan
quan. Ma day ciing chi 1a 161 nguy bién thoi. Xung quanh anh c¢6 rat nhiéu
nguoi kém may man hon, nhitng nguoi phai ¢d gang gap may lan anh. Nhu
cau S séng cung chung cu, hay gip nhau duéi hang dn nén dan da ca hai tré
nén than thiét. Cau ta lam thém cong viéc xdy dung duong s4, vé nha lic
rang sang, nguoi 14m lem bun dét, chi ngd duge mot gidc do bén tiéng, lic
day lai phai c6 cho kip gid hoc budi chiéu. Cau ta song theo gudng quay do
dugc hai ndm roi. Trudc khi di lam con phai ¢ nha hoc bai. S lic nio ciing

deé rau loa xo0a trén mat, cau ndi ctra miéng cua cau ta la ‘Trén doi nay thu



quy gia nhat 13 thoi gian’.

“Thtr nghi ma xem, c6 tién thi 1am gi ciing duoc, nhung thoi gian mat di
roi khong cach nao lay lai. Du giau dén mirc nao, ciing khong 13y lai duoc
tudi tré. Néu quy thoi gian 1a vo han thi cai gi cling c¢6 thé 1am duoc. Nhan
loai xdy nén nén van minh khong phai bang sttc manh cua tién bac ma 13
bang strc manh cta thoi gian. Buén mét diéu, quy thoi gian ciia mot nguoi 1a
hitu han. Mot gi¢ luc con tré va mot gidr lic ¢ tudi co gid tri khac nhau. Thé
nén néu t¢ lang phi du chi mot gidy thoi ciing thdy chan chét dugc y.”

S hoc truong Cao dang XAy dung, ba nam rdi anh chua gip ciu ta, nghe
dau dé tai khoa luan tot nghiép cua cau ta 1a ‘Phat trién mang ludi duong sa
ba ting ¢ thanh phd’. Céu ta lam thém ban dém ciing khong phai dé kiém
tién.

Nhung Shinsuke khong thé bat chude S duge. ddy ciling 1a 101 nodi nguy
bién ciia anh thoi, nhung khac véi S, anh chang cé himg thi gi voi nganh
minh theo hoc. Ngay tir dau, anh Iya chon nganh d6 khong phai vi quan tim
hay yéu thich, nén chang mudn hoc héi kién thirc gi.

Pén cubdi nam tht hai, Shinsuke hau nhu khong dén trudng nita. Quan bar
& Roppongi ma anh lam viéc 1a noi anh danh nhiéu thdi gian nhat. Quan bar
theo phong cich nhiing nim sau muoi, c6 day nhiing dia nhac ctia The
Beatles hay Elvis Presley. Nhiing khi vang khach, Shinsuke 1an luot cho hét
dia nhac nay dén dia nhac khac vao may nghe nhac cii dé nghe. Khong phai
anh khong nhan ra minh dang lang phi thoi gian, ma 1a lac nao anh ciing sot
rudt phai nhanh chong tim ra thi gi d6. Trude d6, anh ciing khong hiéu néu
tim thdy thi s& thé ndo? Anh ¢ mo rang vao mot ngay khong xa, thir d6 s&

dugc nhan vién buu dién chuyén dén trudc mat anh.

Anh khong dinh théi hoc dau, du trude d6 miy ngudi quen cia anh da bo
hoc hét roi. Ho chic phai co suy nghi riéng méi quyét dinh nhu vay. Chang
noi cling biét, Shinsuke khong c6 nhimg suy nghi sau xa nhu thé. Anh chuan

bi tinh than va quyét tim sin roi, chi chd tim thay muc tiéu thoi.



Nhung cubi cing anh vdn bo hoc. Du khong dinh thé nhung thuong
xuyén vang mat, khong di thi thi khong 1én 16p duoc. Khong 1én 16p thi
khong ra noi trudng, ctr kéo dai mai nén bi trudng dudi hoc thdi. Anh nghi
hoc 14 vi thé. Anh cling giéu bd me & Kanazawa mot thoi gian dai. Lic ban
be cung Ira di lam, anh manh miéng tuyén b ‘Con di 1am ban thoi gian mot
thoi gian da’ r6i ciing khong thém vé nha.

Moi chuyén chi v& 1¢ lac anh hai muoi ba tudi. Hinh nhu phia nha truong
hoi han bd me anh diéu gi d6. Gian dién nguoi, bd me anh 1én tan Tokyo.
Mit bb d6 gay, noi rang gid van con kip nén di hoc lai di. Me thi chi ngdi
khoc bén canh.

Shinsuke bo ra khoi phong, hai ngdy khong thém vé. Quay vé nha vao
ngay thir ba, anh thay trén ban mau gidy viét nguéch ngoac may chit ‘Con
giit gin strc khoe, c6 gi thi goi vé cho bd me’.

Shinsuke gap Ejima Kouichi khong lau sau d6. Quan & Roppongi ma
Shinsuke dang lam s& dong cira, anh dang cudng quyt doc quang cio tuyén
nguoi thi thay cai tén quan Sirius. Piéu thu hat anh 13 hai chit Ginza. Pang

nao cling lam & quan rugu thi lam ¢ khu vuc s6 moOt Nhat Ban 1a nhat.

Ong chu quan Ejima dich than phong van Shinsi. Shinsuke bi ap dao boi
than thai cta Ong ta. Tung 101 ndi, timg cir chi cta ong ta déu dugc rén gilia
k¥ cang khién anh phai thAm nghi dan ong truong thanh chinh 1a day.

Ejima cho anh mic thir ddng phuc cta Sirius va tuyén anh véi Iy do ‘mic
tréng rat hop’. Luc d6, Ejima néi: “Du 1a ngudi linh hoat thé nao, ciing chi
c6 ba diéu chung ta can dé tam: mot 13 cach vao bon tdm, hai 1a cach chui dit
sau khi di v€ sinh, ba la cach uéng ruou.”

Shinsuke gt gii cam phuc, cing thang noéi: “Toi s& ghi nhé.”

Tur d6, anh lam & Sirius sudt sdu nam. Néu khong vi vu tai nan, chic anh
van lam & Sirius. Anh d& hoc hoi dugc rat nhiéu trong thoi gian do6. Noéi cu
thé thi d6 1a diéu tha vi ciia nganh mua vui cho khach. Thém nita, trong 10ng

anh thAm nhen nhom mot wdc ao ma sudt thoi dai hoc chua ting c6. Nhung



d6 chua phai 1a thir gi cu thé. Anh biét chua phai lac suy nghi thyc dung vé
diéu do. Con nhiéu diéu phai hoc lam. Quan trong hon, can c6 von.

D6 han 1a suy nghi cta Shinsuke trudc khi gdy ra tai nan. Thé thi by gid
co gi khac?

Trong mdt ndm trd lai ddy minh di séng thé nao? Anh cb nhé lai timg
viéc mot. Nhung khi hoi twong lai ban than minh lic do, anh chi thdy mot
tim mang mau xam che phu 1én ky tc. TAm mang d6 day hon anh tudng

nhiéu.



Khoéng mot tuan sau, c¢d gai van d6 tang lai dén quan Myoga. Luc d6
khoang hon mot gio, thoi diém vang khach. Chi c6 mot vi khach nam ngoi
ban trong cung dang thi tham to nhé véi Chizuko.

Co gai ling 18 budc vao, khong phat ra tiéng dong gi. Ma khong, chic c6
tiéng md cira nhung Shinsuke khong nghe thay. Vi lic d6 anh dang mai nhin
cai ti ruou. Nhung anh van thiy loang thoang c6 ngudi budc vao. Binh
thuong néu khong nghe thay tiéng dong gi thi hinh anh ctra mé hay ngudi
budc vao s& phan chiéu 1én may chai ruou hodc trén tu kinh. Nhung lac nay
chang co gi phan chiéu.

Nén lic quay nguoi lai, thdy co gai ky la d6 dang dung yén trudc mit,
anh bat giac hét 1én, tim nhu nhay khoi 16ng nguc.

Co gai dimg im phing phic, cham chu nhin Shinsuke. Trong c6 nhu st
gia dén dé thong bao diéu gi d6. Luc do, Shinsuke o tudng, cr mong cd gai
s& noi cau gi. Chi khoang vai gidy thoi nhung anh thay dai dang dang. Sau
vai gidy im ldng, Shinsuke nghi minh phai mé& miéng trudec.

“Xin chao quy khach!” Giong anh khan khan nhu dang bi cam.

Co gai cup mit, ngdi xudng ghé gidng lan trudc.

Giong noi dju dang khién nguoi ta lién tudong dén tiéng sdo: “Cho t6i nhu
lan trude.”

“Hennessy nhi?”

Co gai khé gat dau. Anh quay lung di, véi tay vé phia chai rugu. Vira rot
rugu vao cdc, anh vira suy tu vé 101 noi cta cd gai. Co ay ndi ‘nhu lan trude’.

Nghia la c6 ay nghi rang chang trai phuc vu quay ruou ¢ trudc mat van nho



viéc ¢O 4y dén day mot tuan trude. Ma d6 1a diéu hién nhién cua nhing
nguoi lam trong nganh phuc vy khach hang. Ké ca Narumi cling nhé tén va
khudn mat cua nhitng vi khach du nguoi do chi dén quan mot lan. Néu co 15
quén mét tén khach ciing c6 khong héi lai tén trir trudng hop dic biét. Thay
vao d0, s& hoi nhoé ai d6 hodc cb hét sic dé nhé ra céi tén. Néu ma van khong
dugc, cach cudi cung la ndéi vo1 vi khach do ‘Ma nhic mdi nhd, lan trude
ong chua cho t6i danh thiép’. Néu biét minh bj nguoi ta quén thi vi khach d6
s€ khong dat chan t&i quan nira dau.

Nhung Shinsuke van cam thdy c6 phan khong thoai mai khi co khach
hang tin chic rang nhan vién quan rugu nhé minh du minh méi dén day mot
lan. Hay ¢6 4y mubn thir minh chang? Nhung viéc thtr mot chang trai phuc
vu quay ruou khong quen biét thi c6 ¥ nghia gi day? Shinsuke khong tudng
tuong noi.

Shinsuke dat ly rugu trudc mat co gai.

“Cam on anh!” C6 noi.

Gigng ndi nho nhe nhung anh nghe rat ro. C6 con né mot nu cuoi dang

ngo. Bi thu hit boi nu cuot do, Shinsuke mim cudi dap lai.

Nhin sang bén canh, anh thiy Chizuko dang nhin ho. N6i dung ra 13 nhin
chdm cham vi khach nit. Du gt gu v6i cau chuyén cua vi khach dang ngdi
cung nhung rd rang dau 6c ba ta dang dé & chd khac. Chizuko quay mit ra

phia Shinsuke, vé mat nhu ra hi¢u ‘tim hiéu ¢ ta la ai di’.

Shinsuke nhin thau suy nghi cua Chizuko. Ba canh giac vi s¢ c6 gai nay
la nguoi cua doi thu canh tranh. Nhitng ké muén mé quan rugu dén nhiing

quan dang kinh doanh dé€ quan sat trudc, do 1a viéc ma nganh nao ciing co.

Shinsuke chia cai dia nho dung so ¢o la ra, tiép tuc nhin c6 gai. Hom nay,
6 khong mic d6 tang. Co6 mic vay dai gidng lan trude nhung 1an nay 13 mau
tim nhat. Va ciing khong deo ging tay. Shinsuke con nhan ra mot diém nira
khac 1an trude. Mai toc ngan 10 hét doi tai gio dd dai che kin nira d6i tai roi.

Chi trong mét tuan, toc khong thé dai nhanh dén vay, nén chic co gai di thay



d6i kiéu toc. Khong biét co phai vay khong ma biéu cam cta co trong nhe
nhang hon han so véi tuan trudc.

Céach nhanh nhat dé biét ¢o 1a ai 12 n6i chuyén. Nhung anh lai khong biét
phai mé& 161 thé nao. C6 cam gidc du minh néi diéu gi, néi kiéu thé nao thi
d6i phuong ciing khéng d& dang tiép chuyén minh. Sau khi né nu cudi bi
hiém, n6i mot 161 ngan gon tdi thiéu, toan than cd gai phat ra bau khong khi
kiéu nhu chan hét moi cudc hoi thoai.

Shinsuke khong té trong viéc tiép khach. Nguoc lai, hoi & Sirius, anh da
rat gioi viéc d6 roi. Nhung véi ¢ gai ndy, anh con khong biét phai tiép can
thé nao. Co khac hoan toan voi nhitng nguoi phu nit anh ting tiép xuc.

Hai muoi phut trdi qua r6i ma van chua noéi cau ndo. C6 udng can ly
brandy trong mot khoang thoi gian gidng véi lan trude. Cam cai ly can trén
tay, cd nhin Shinsuke bang 4nh mat day an y.

“C6 van dung loai ddy 4?” Anh hoi, véi tay vé phia chai Hennessy.

Nhung c6 gai khong gat dau. C6 nghich cai cdc trong tay roi néi: “Cho
to1 loai khac.”

Shinsuke hoi hop. Cam giac nhu bi ai nam thop.

Gia bo diém tinh, anh hoi ¢6 gai: “C6 thich loai ndo vay?”

Co gai van cam cai ly trén tay, tay con lai chéng 1én cam.

“T6i khong ranh 1am vé ruou. Anh c6 thé lam loai nao?”

Biét ngay 13 ¢6 néi dén cocktail. Ty dung Shinsuke thay cang thang, kiéu
nhu ¢6 s& chdm diém anh dua trén loai cocktail anh lam ra. Néi 1a khong

ranh vé ruou nhung chua han 13 thé dau.
“Loai hot ngot c6 dugc khong?”
“Duogc, cling khong t61.”
“T6i dung brandy dé pha nhé?”
“Tuy anh.”



Shinsuke ngﬁm nghi mot chut roi mé ti lanh ra. Lo kem twoi dap ngay
vao mat. Quan Sirius ¢ Ginza noi tiéng vé pha ché cocktail. Ong chu quan
Ejima vén 12 mot bartender* noi tiéng nén chi dé nhitng nguoi éng ta tin
tudng lac binh pha ché thoi. Shinsuke ciing 1a mdt ngudi ma o6ng ta tin
tuong.
bartender nghia 14 ‘nhan vién phuc vu & quay rugu’.

Thé nhung dén Myoga mot nim rdi, co hoi dé pha ché ra loai cocktail hian
hoi giam han. Goi 13 mat hét ciing duge. Chi thinh thoang may con bé tiép
vién ky kéo thi anh lam cho théi. Phan 16n khach hang coi ddy 13 noi dé tan
tinh tiép vién dan ho dén. Vay nén loai cocktail anh lam cting chi gid1 han co
vai loai. Tham chi con chang c6 thoi gian chuan bi sdn nguyén liéu. Nhung
san c6 kem ca cao va kem tuoi nén anh lic cing voi brandy ludén. Thinh
thoang anh cling luyén tap cho khoi quén nghé, nhung anh biét dong tac lic
binh ctia minh guong gao lam.

D6 cocktail bén trong binh ra cai ly, bo thém méy hat nhuc dau khau. Lac
ay, Shinsuke nhan ra co6 gai dang cham chi nhin d6i tay minh, nhung khong
phai bang anh mat hing say xen lan thich thu khi xem d6i tay chang
bartender biéu dién, ma 1a 4nh mat lanh ling cia nha khoa hoc dang quan sat
vi khuan.

Anh dat cai ly truéc mat c¢6 gai. “Mo1 co!”

Co khong voi voi tay vé phia cai ly ma ngdm nhin cai ly tir trén xubng
dudi mot lac 1au. Shinsuke dinh vai gidy sau sé noi ‘Cocktail phai udng lanh
méi ngon’. Vi cocktail 13 thtr d6 udng choi dua véi nhiét d6. Nhung anh
chua kip néi, co gai di cam cai ly 1én. C6 gio ngang tam mit, lac nhe cai ly
dé kiém tra d6 két dinh, roi dua 1én miéng. P6i méi sang lap lanh dy cham
manh vao vién ly. Chat 1éng sanh min mau nau trdi dan vao trong miéng co.
Co gai kh& nham mat lai. Anh sang leo 1ét trong quan do mot cai bong trén
guong mat ¢6. Hinh anh c6 gi do that khéu goi. Shinsuke tudng tugng cadnh

chat long day dua dudi cai ludi, roi chdy sau vao trong co6 hong c6. Canh



tuong do cuc ky kich thich. Anh ¢6 cam giac cai do cua minh da dung ding
1én rdi. Khi nuét dung dich do, cai c6 hong manh mai kh& chuyén dong 1én
xudng. Khoanh khic d6 cang khién mach anh dap nhanh hon.

C6 thd phu mot cai. Hoi thé 4m nodng, kiéu nhu néu cham tay vao s& cam
nhan duoc sy 4m nong do. Mi mét mé ra nhung do1 mét hoan toan tré)ng
rSng. DPoi mat do tir tir nhin vé mot hudng, roi cham mét Shinsuke.

“C6 thay sa0?” Anh hoi.

“Ngon lam! Cocktail nay tén gi vay?”

“La Alexander. Mot loai cocktail rat noi tiéng.”

“Alexander? La vi vua thong nhat Hy Lap d6 ha?”

“Khéng phai.” Shinsuke lic dau cudi. “La cong nwong Alexandria, ngudi
két hon v6i vua Edward VII ctia Vuong qudc Anh. Do ubng nay duoc dang
1én trong 1¢ thanh hon cua hai ngudi.”

Co gai gat dau voi vé mit man nguyén. Khong biét 1a do Shinsuke hing
say ké vé ngudn gdc loai cocktail hay do co thich tht v&i cau chuyén do.

Co lai gio cai ly 1én, nuét mot ngum that 16n. Liuc d6, doi gd ma tring
min ctia ¢6 tng hong 1én, nhu 12 dung sting phun son phun nhe mét 16p son
hong 1én do.

“Ngon lam!” Cb lai néi.

“Vay sao? May ma vira miéng c0.”

“Alexander nhi? Téi s& ghi nhd.” C6 thi thAm nhu tAm su diéu gi d6 quan
trong.

Chot nhé rang ‘khong dugc udng nhiéu ruou qua’, anh nodi voi cd gai:
“Co biét bo phim Nhitng thang ngay rieou va hoa khong?”

“Tbi chi nghe tén thoi.” Giong cd van déu déu.

“Pay la loai cocktail ma nhan vat chinh trong bo phim do tao ra dé co vo
khong uéng dugc ruou van cé thé uéng duge. Két qua la, co biét sao
khong?”



Co gai lac dau.

“Ba vo dang 6m yéu bénh tat bdng nghién rugu ludn.”

P61 moi ¢o gai md ra theo hinh dang that dep roi nging lai. Co gat dau,
dua cai ly lai gin miéng, udng mot hoi can chd ruou trong ly. Hoi thd ndng
bing cua ¢6 pha vao Shinsuke. Hién nhién ¢6 khong ¢ tinh 1am vay. Nhung
hoi tho thoang thoang ngot ngao do lai kich thich miii anh. Trong khoanh
khic, ndm giac quan anh nhu bj té liét.

“Cho t61 thém ly ntra.” CO6 noi.

“Vang.” Anh dap.

R6t cudc thi hai ly Alexander d6 1a hai ly cudi cung c6 udng & Myoga
dém nay. Ubng can ly cocktail, c6 dot nhién dung day néi ‘Toi vé day’. Ma
co trg hong 1én roi nhung trong chua phai da say.

Nhan tién xong, Shinsuke roi quiy bar, md cira gitp cd gai. Co thang
lung di qua anh.

“Bay gior ¢d dinh di dau?” Shinsuke nhin theo tim lung giy roi hoi.

Pang dén chd thang may, ¢6 gai dimg bude, quay dau lai.

“Sao anh lai hoi diéu d6?”” C6 nghiéng dau.

Shinsuke khong biét néi gi. Anh khong c6 ¥ gi khi hoi cau d6. Ma khéng,
khong phai 13 khong c6, nhung lac nay day ching tim ra 10i ndo dé noi ca.
Néu noi 1a vi toi quan tdm dén co thi c¢6 gai s& phan tng thé ndo nhi?

Ma khong, anh thira biét sé khong co cau tra 10i kiéu nhu “Khéng, toi
dang xem c6 thé dén thém mot quan nira khong?”

Khuén mit cd gai dan ra, nhu thé dang thich thu voi su ling ting cua
anh.

“U, toi nira mudn di, ntra khong mudn di.”

Shinsuke khong tim dugc 101 nao dé dap lai. Anh mudn néi mot 161 that
khéo nhung chang ¢ 161 nao hién 1én trong dau. Anh chi cam thay sbt rudt

v6i ban than vi khong biét tir lac nao minh da tré thanh gi dan ong kém nhay



bén thé nay.

C6 gidu sy dao dong trong long, anh chay vut 1én trudc cd gai, 4n nut
thang may. Dtng luc thang may ding ¢ ting ndy nén cira mo ra ludn.

“Cam on anh.” C6 gai noi roi bude vao thang may.

“Mong lan sau ¢ lai dén.”

Shinsuke vira dut 10i, ¢6 gai mé to d6i mat nhin anh nhu bi kich thich.
R6i ¢ voi tay dén chd bang diéu khién. C6 nhan niit mo dé cira thang may
khong dong lai chang?

“Cocktail ngon 1am, cam on anh.” C6 ndi, giong nhu thi tham.

“Cam on cd.” Shinsuke cti dau.

“Lan sau, anh 1am cho t6i loai d6 uéng khac nhé!”

Loi d6 cna co gai khién Shinsuke thay lang lang nhu trat dugc ganh ning
trong long. C6 4y c6 y dinh dén day tiép.

“T6i s& chuan bi san sang.”

“Chtc anh nga ngon.” Tay cb gai roi khoi bang diéu khién. Canh ctra nhe
nhang khép lai. Shinsuke nhin guong mit c6. Anh mat hai ngudi giao nhau.

Bong Shinsuke théy mot con dau x¢é nguc, nhu c6 mot thir gi d6 dam
xuyén qua tim. Du a&m cua con dau d6 van con sot lai mot lac 1au ca sau khi
ctra thang may da dong lai, va hinh bong ¢ gai khuat han.

Luc quay lai quan, Chizuko dang démg canh quay bar. Vi khach con lai
trong quan hinh nhu di vé sinh roi.

“Cau da biét d6 1a ai chua?” Chizuko nho nhe. Ping 1a ba ta dé y
Shinsuke va cb gai sudt.

Shinsuke biu méi, nhin vai roi lic dau. Chéng hiéu sao mit anh lai nhan
nho.

“Hai nguoi ¢6 vé ndi nhiéu chuyén nhi!”

“A, n61 mot chut vé cocktail thoi.”



“Cocktail 4?” Mat Chizuko nhu sang Ién. “Cau am hiéu vé rugu nhi?”

“Ciing tam tam.” Shinsuke dut tay vao tai nghiéng dau. “To6i khong thay
vay, chi 1a dién chut thoi.”

“Vay sao?” Mat Chizuko lanh tanh. Hinh nhu ba ta khong c6 thién cam

v6i co gai d6. “Shinsuke, 1an téi c6 ta ma dén, nhd moi thém vai thong tin
nhé!”

“Nhung quéan chiing ta c6 phai dang héi cu thé ti mi vé khach hang dau,
ma nhu thé ciing pham vao quy tic Gmg xur nita.”

“Chuyén gi cling c6 ngoai 18. Ma tdi trong ¢o ta kha nghi 1lam.”

“Toi hiéu roi. Téi s& ¢o lam duoc gi thi lam.”

C6 tiéng nude x6i trong toa 1ét. Vi khach cudi cung dang lau tay va budc
ra. Chizuko nhanh tay dua khan lanh ra. Nu cuoi niém né lic tiép khach da

quay trd lai trén guong mat ba ta.

Shinsuke quay trd lai quay bar, rira cai ly co gai dat trén ban. Trong dau

anh muong tuong ra vai loai cocktail 1an t&1 s€ 1am cho ¢6 gai do.



Chuong 10

Quén Sirius nam trén tang chin cia mot toa nha cii k§. Trudc toa nha
khong treo tam bién nao noi bat. Pén sanh trudc thang may, c6 thé nhin thay
tam bién ghi dong chit ‘Quéan Sao Thién Lang (Sirius) ¢ tang chin’. Sao tén
quan tai viét bang tiéng Trung Qudc, khong ai biét duoc. Pén ca ong chu
Ejima ciing n6i ‘“To6i quén 1y do roi’. Nhung Shinsuke biét Ejima mubn lua
chon khach hang. Thuc té, quan Sirius duy tri dugc 1a nhd nhitng khach quen
gin bo 1au nam.

Nhu thuong 18, anh leo 1én cai thang may cham chap, dimg & tang chin, di
trén hanh lang 16 mo t61. LAu 1am roi méi budc trén cai hanh lang nay. Trong
long Shinsuke trao dang cam giac than thudc nhung lai xen 1an s6t rudt vi
khong thé nhd lai hét nhirng chuyén hoi con & day. Cubi hanh lang c6 mot
canh ctra bang gb. O d6 treo tim bién bang tiéng Anh ghi tén quéan
‘SIRIUS’. Anh nghe thay tiéng khach noi chuyén rom ra bén trong quan.
Shinsuke cing thang kéo tay nam cira.

Cira mo ra, thiy Okabe Yoshiyuki ding trong quay bar dang nhin anh.
Nu cuoi danh cho khach hang bong chuyén thanh ndi ngac nhién. Nhung
ngay sau do, cau ta né mdt nu cuoi kiéu khac. Okabe kh& gat dau, nu cudi va
ctr chi ctia cdu ta khién Shinsuke an 10ng.

Trén cai ghé dai da chd cho khoang mudi 1am ngudi ngdi, tam vi khach
dang ngdi cach nhau mot khoang nhét dinh. Con hai chd trong, Shinsuke len
vao ngdi mot trong s6 d6. Okabe nhin thang mit anh, 1a 4nh mat nhu muén
hoi anh dung d6 uéng gi. Cau ta gay di hay sao ma thdy rd go ma nhé cao
hon so voi trude day. Thé nén guong mit trong ran roi han.

“Cho toi Stinger.” Shinsuke no1. Okabe khe€ gat dau, vé mit tap trung cao



d6. Anh vo nhu vo tinh quan sat khap quan, ¢ dé khach hang khac khong
biét minh dang nhin. Ban ghé trong quan nay déu la loai dat tién. Ghé x6 pha
c6 tay vin 1am bang da, nim, siu nguoi ngdi thoai mai. Cai ban 16n trong
quan du bay day do an 1én ciling khong thiy chat chat nao. O ban d6 c6 mot
nhom tam nguoi dang ngdi. Tu trén tuong xép day rugu cla cac nude trén
thé gidi. Goc phong dat mot cdy dan dwong cam, thinh thoang mot nghé si
piano 1a ban cta Ejima dén choi nhitng ban nhac xua cii. C6 vi khach trudc
day timg noéi ‘Mdi lan toi ddy, toi lai nhé toi nhitng bo phim cua hing
Nikkatsu’. Shinsuke chua tung xem Kobayashi Akira hay Shishido Jiyou
dién trén ti vi, nhung chang biét sao anh hiéu cam xuc cua dng khach do.

Mot phan ba chd ban c6 ghé da c6 ngudi ngdi rdi. Nhom bdén nguodi dan
ong cao tudi, nhém hai ngudi trung nién dan theo hai tiép vién, mot cap doi
trong nhu dang trong moi quan hé ngot ngao. Nhém bon ngudi noi to nhung
khong dén mirc pha hong bau khong khi trong quéan.

Bay gio 1a hai gid sang. Ngan nay khach vao gio ndy thi nhiéu that,
Shinsuke nghi.

Okabe lic binh pha ché. Khong phung phi stic, thao tic clia ciu ta rat

nhanh nhen. C4 dong tac rot rugu ra coe cling mau le.

Cai ly duge dit truéc mat Shinsuke. Chat 16ng trong ly séng sanh mau
vang mat ong. Shinsuke khé gio cai ly vé phia Okabe réi cham moéi vao lan
nudc cocktail. Bac ha trang trong d6 nhu cham chich dau ludi té té. Vi thé no
méi dugc dit tén 1 Stinger, tén mot loai cay co gai. Shinsuke khé gat dau.

“Thé quéan kia hom nay sao vay?” Okabe hoi.

“Khéng c6 vé gi 1a khach s& dén nita nén t6i dong ctra sém.”

“U. Ciing phai c6 nhiing ngay nhu vay chir. Ma 1au r6i méi vé tham chon
cli nhi?”

“Ciing dung.” Shinsuke dua cai ly lai gan miéng, nghi tham trong dau,
loai cocktail nay c6 hop khau vi ctia co ay khong?

Pung 13 t6i nay quan Myoga ving khach, nhung khong phai quan dong



cta som ma la Shinsuke lay Iy do c¢6 hen nén vé trude. Thuc ra anh cling
chdng htra hen gap g& ai. Muc dich cua anh l1a ném vai ly cocktail thyc su co.
Lau lam ro1 khong dugc uong loai nao han hoi nén kha nang cadm nhén cua
vi gidc giam sut di nhiéu. Ngoai ra, anh cling ¢6 muc dich khac nira 1a tim
xem s€ cho ¢6 gai do6 udng loai cocktail nao.

M1 gap hat 1an nhung anh khong thé ngirng nghi dén c6 gai ay. Luc rira
coc hay luc nghe may 101 phan nan cua vi khach say, anh cling luén nhin ra
phia ctra ra vao, long tham nghi, bi€t dau mot dém nao do, cod ay s€ lai buodc
vao ma khong gay ra tieng dong nao.

C6 gai no1 voi Shinsuke ‘Lan sau anh lam cho t61 loai d6 uong khac nhé’
ma. Lan sau 1a bao gio nhi? Trudc luc d6 phai chuan bi nguyén li¢u san
sang. Con phai 1ay lai kha nang cam nhén cua vi giac nira.

“Ejima di dau r61?”” Shinsuke hoi Okabe.

“Ong ta dén Akasaka dé hop vé cudc thi tdi day. Cling sap veé roi.”

Okabe vura duat 101 thi co tiéng ctra mo. Okabe nhin vé phia do, mim cuoi
noi: “Xin chao quy khach.” Shinsuke cling nhin ra do theo phan xa.

Nguoi bude vao la ¢ gai anh tirng gap. Pudi mat hoi cup xudng, dé1 moi
nling niu. Anh nhé tén co6 ta 1a Yuka. Co ta c¢di ao khodc trang mong dua cho
cau phuc vu. Dud1i 16p 4o khoac do6 1a cai vay lién mau xanh da troi ton 1€n

duong cong co thé.

Chon chd xa qudy bar nhat, cd ta noi: “Cho t6i Martini.” Chang budn
nhin nhitng nguoi khac. Hién nhién co ta khong nhan ra Shinsuke dang c6
mat & d6. Vay ma co6 ta lai nhe nhang vét chéo chan nhu thé biét duge moi
nguoi xung quanh dang nhin minh.

Yuka lam & quan nao, Shinsuke ciing khong rd. Nhung chi can nhin vao
kiéu téc ciling biét d6 1a quan dau bang. Mot nguoi tho lam téc chuyén
nghiép néu khong rén luyén tay nghé hiang ngay thi khong thé 1am ra kiéu
toc d6. Co ta thinh thoang van ghé Sirius tir hoi Shinsuke con 1am ¢ day. Co

lic c6 ta di cung mot vi khach, nhung hau hét 1a di mot minh. Minh ¢6 ta



uong khoang hai ly cocktail, n61 chuyén v€ c6 phi€u va am nhac véi

bartender xong moi ve.

“Tiép vién co6 dam bay loai, va cling c6 nguoi xa stress theo cach nay.”
Loi néi ciia Ejima khién anh phai cam phuc.

Bong mot canh tuwong hién 1én trong dau Shinsuke. Vao budi tdi mot nam
rudi vé trude, méy tiéng sau tinh tir Iic nay, anh da gay ra mot vu tai nan.
Budi t6i hém d6, Yuka ciing udng rugu ¢ day mot minh. Pung r6i, 13
Martini. C6 ta goi d6 udng d6. La loai cocktail Shinsuke lam. Nhung c6 ta
khong chi uong mdi thé. Sau d6, co ta con goi loai cocktail khac va cir thé
udng can. Co ta ndc ruou nhu dé di ca khia ai d6. Shinsuke van nhé lac co ta
n6i ‘Cho toi loai manh hon’. Puong nhién anh giam dan néng d6 ruou
xudng. Bén luc cudi, co ta chi udng loai ruou twong duwong nude ép thoi. Thé
ma van say mém. C6 khi tir ddu c6 ta ¢3 mudn udng cho say. Chic phai co
chuyén gi chan ghét 1am. Nhung ca luc say, ¢6 ta cling khong hé mét 11 nao
vé chuyén d6. C6 ta chuyén nghiép that, Shinsuke nghi. Trong ky tc cia
Shinsuke, hinh 4nh Yuka ndm guc trén quay bar van con rd mon mét.

Van dé 1a sau d6, Shinsuke phai dua Yuka vé tan nha. Luc tré vé thi gay
ra tai nan, con nhiing ky trc rd rang vé vu tai nan thi anh khong nhé noi. Néu
chd co ta vé thi hai nguoi phai cung ¢ trén xe chir, nhung anh khong nhé ra
canh d6. Anh khong nhé ra hinh anh c6 gai ngéi trén ghé phu. Anh khong
nghi minh d& quén dén thé. RS rang 13 c6 qua nhiéu khac biét véi nhimng ky
uc trude do.

Shinsuke quay sang ndi vd1 Okabe: “Cau lam cho t61 mot ly Gin & Bitter
nhé!”

Okabe im ling gat dau. Chic cdu ta tudng Shinsuke am hiéu vé ruou lam.
Thét ra Shinsuke chi mudn vi déng chat cta loai ruou d6 kich thich té bao
nao minh hoat dong tdt thoi.

Okabe xoay xoay céi ly, phun mét chat ruou ding Angostura Bitter vao

trong ly. Xong xudi, cau ta do phan con sét lai & day ly di va rét ruou gin



lanh vao d6. C6 thé nhan théy ruou duge 1am lanh rat k¥ qua do sanh trong
ly.

Nhan cai ly, Shinsuke hit mot hoi roi uéng mot ngum. Vi déng lan khép
miéng. Té bao trong co thé tinh tao han.

“Ngon 1am!” Shinsuke néi. Okabe cudi nhéch mot bén mép.

Shinsuke dat cai ly Ién quf&y, tudt xuéng ghé roi lai gﬁn Yuka. Nhan ra co
ai d6 dung bén canh, Yuka van nhin thang phia trudc, tiép tuc rit thude.
Guong mit ¢o ta lac nhin nghiéng to rd 1a dang thang thimg tir chéi dan ong
dén bat chuyén lam quen.

“Lau roi khong gip.” Shinsuke noi. Yuka van kep diéu thudc trén tay, lac
dau ngan ngam. Vé mit chac chan khong bao gio dam thé hién lac ¢ quan
noi co ta lam viéc gio dang quay vé hudng Shinsuke. Nhung lac nhin thay
anh, biéu cam bong xuat hién trén guong mat vo hon d6. Mat mo to, moi he
hé.

“La anh a?”

“T6i 1a Amemura. Cam on ¢6 lac d6 nhé!” Anh khé cui dau.

“Chang phai anh nghi lam & quan nay roi sao?”

“Pung vay. Hom nay t6i dén choi thoi.”

“Vay a?”

“T6i ngdi day duoc khong?” Shinsuke chi tay vao cai ghé tréng bén canh
Yuka roi hoi.

“Puoc thoi.”

“Vay toi xin phép.” Anh mang ly ctia minh lai, ngdi xudng canh Yuka.
“That ra, to61 c6 chuyén mudn hoi co, Yuka.”

Nghe dén d6, Yuka bong canh giac. “Chuyén gi vay?”

“La chuyén dém hom d6.” Shinsuke ddo dac nhin quanh nhu s¢ c6 ai

nghe 1én. “Cai dém t61 gay tai nan y.”



“T6i khong biét gi dau.”

“Nhung ma dém hém d6 toi dua co Yuka vé nha, sau d6 gay tai nan. La
vay ma.”

Yuka khong néi gi, chi nhin lai Shinsuke bang vé mit dang so.

“Téi xin 18i. Chac ¢6 Yuka khong biét. Toi moi gip tai nan, roi bi mat tri
nhd. Thé nén phai gip nhiéu ngudi dé hoi vé may chuyén trong qua khir thé
nay.”

Yuka nhiu may.

“Téi cling nghe 6ng Ejima noi roi. Anh ciing quén ca vu tai nan giao
thong dung khong?”

“Khoéng phai 1a quén sach. Noi thé nao nhi, nhitng chuyén chi tiét thi mo
ho 1dm. Ejima ciing bao t6i néu 1a may diéu dang ghét d6 thi khong can nhé
lai 1am gi. Nhung t6i thdy khé chiu lim.”

“Nhung anh ¢6 hoi t61 cling khong c6 tac dung gi dau. Nhu anh néi, hom
d6 dung 1 anh dua t6i vé nha.”

Yuka lang tranh 4nh mat ctia Shinsuke.

“Viéc d6 t61 biét roi. Thé nén t6i mudn Yuka cho toi biét chuyén xay ra
lac t6i dua Yuka vé cin hd.”

“Anh mubn biét diéu gi?”

“Gi cling dugc. To6i néi gi luc 1ai xe, hay an tuong cua Yuka luc leo 1én
xe.” Yuka udng can ly Martini roi nhin Shinsuke.

“Luc d6 toi say mém dung khong? Nén anh mdi phai dua t6i vé. Say thé
thi sao biét dugc chuyén gi?”

“Pung 1a vay, nhung toi ¢ hy vong Yuka nhé duge mot dicu gi do.”

“Chang c6 gi. Toi khong nhé gi ca.” Yuka lai nhin vao trong quay bar va
ldc dau.

“Vay nhitng chuyén sau do ciing duoc. Vi du nhu canh sat dén chd Yuka



dé hoi vé vu tai nan t6i gay ra. Yuka c6 nhd luc d6 da noi gi khong?”

“T6i chang nhd. Piéu duy nhit t6i nhé 1a sang hom sau dau dau nhu bua
bd va dang ngu trén giwdng ma chua kip thay quan 4o, mit van nguyén son
phan. T6i lay 1am tiéc vi anh dua toi vé nén méi gy ra tai nan, nhung ma
anh cr thé nay ciing khong tot dau.”

“Vay thi...”

“Xin 161, toi c6 hen voi khach.” Yuka dot nhién cho tay vao ti xach, tuot
khoi ghé, roi néi véi Okabe dang o trong quay bar. “Cam on nhé!”

Shinsuke khong kip ngan lai, ¢6 ta nhanh chéng tra tién, liy céi 4o trén
mac, r0i khoi quan ma chang thém khoac 4o. Shinsuke chi biét ngac nhién
nhin theo.

“Anh choc gian co ta a?”” Okabe noi.

“T6i khong biét. Toi chi mudn hoi vé dém x4y ra tai nan thoi.”

“Dém xay ra tai nan 4?”

“U. Ma thoi, chang c6 gi dau.” Shinsuke xua tay. Anh quyét dinh 13 s&
khong noéi dén viéc mat tri nhé cho nhitng ngudi khong lién quan nira.

Ly Gin & Bitter bt lanh rdi. Shinsuke uéng mot hoi cho hét. Vi ding luc

nay con manh hon ban ndy.



Chuong 11

Lﬁc Shinsuke quay vé can hd ¢ phd Monzennaka, kim dong ho di chi hai
gid ba muoi phut sang. Narumi van chua vé. Chac lai dugc khach ra di hat
ho r6i. Bung anh doi con cio, dén muc da day dau nhoéi. La vi anh chang cho
dugc cai gi han hoi vao bung ngoai cocktail. Nhung anh thay man nguyén vi
thu hoach duoc kha kha. Biét duoc cong thuc cua vai loai cocktail dinh sé
1am cho cb gai bi 4n d6 udng. Anh dinh tim bat ghi lai cho khoi quén ma tim
mai khong thay gidy va but dau. Luc anh nam vién, Narumi da thay doi lai
cach xép dat d6 dac trong nha nén gio anh ciing khong biét co dé ching o
dau. Shinsuke vira khim phuyc vira ngac nhién khi mot nguoi von ghét 1am
viéc nha nhu Narumi lai thay doi duoc toan bod cach xép dat nhu vay.

Luc tung cai ngan kéo 18n, roi cling tim thay s6 ghi chép va but. Cai nio
cling 1a d6 ting kém hodc hang khuyén mai. Nhan ra diéu d6, Shinsuke nhin
nho cudi mot minh. Hai nguoi trudng thanh séng cung nhau ma chi c6 cai
but nay dé viét, that dang thuong 1am sao. Ma khong chi c6 but dau. Ciing
chang hiém khi nhitng vat dung nhat dinh phai ¢ trong nhirng gia dinh binh
thuong lai khong c6 trong can hd cua ho.

Ghi chép xong, anh rét nudc sdi vao ndi dé nau mi. Nau nudng giira dém
hom khuya khoét thé nay khién anh nhé lai hoi con & can ho rong chin mét
vudng. Anh song & d6 hoi dai hoc, trudc khi song cung Narumi. Can ho nay
von trude d6 Narumi séng mot minh. Hai nam trudc, Shinsuke moi chuyén
t3i. Nén phong chat duong nhién roi.

Shinsuke than thiét véi Narumi 13 tir mot budi téi cd dén quan Sirius. Luc
d6, cb t6i quan cung khach hang, roi dé quén d6i ging tay tai quan. Shinsuke

tim quanh quén ciing khong thay d6i gang d6. Narumi vé roi thi muoi hai gio



dém hom do, doi gang dugc tim théy. Mot vi khach nhat dugc no ro1 ¢ khe
ghé x0 pha. Shinsuke goi dén sb dién thoai quan duogc c6 cho dé bao tin. Co
dan lic vé s& qua lay nén nho anh cat gium dbi gang. Thé 1a Shinsuke ngoi
chd mot minh dén tan lic quan déng cira. Nhung chd mii van khong thay
bong dang Narumi dau. Goi dén quan cta co ciing khong ai nhac may. Pén
tan ba gio sang, c6 mai xuat hién, luc Shinsuke dang chuén bj vé.

“Oi, may qua! Téi ctr tudng anh vé rdéi.” Co ngude nhin Shinsuke voi
guong mit dy bat an.

“Téi cling dang dinh vé ddy.” Anh biét minh dang cao giong.

“Xin 16i anh. C6 6ng khach lang nhang mai, lam thé nao ciing khong chiu
budng tha t6i. Toi phai cd hét strc mdi thoat duoc ddy. Ong ta thich toi qua.
Anh gian sao?”

“T6i khong thé néi 1a dang thoai mai.”

“A... Biét 1am sao gio?”

“To6i dua ddy. Cua co ddy.” Shinsuke dua d6i ging ra.

Nhin thay n6, Narumi dua tay 1én 6m nguc, noéi: “Oi, may qua! Ciing
khong phai d6 xin gi dau. Nhung toi cuc thich doi gang nay. Tay toi nhoé hon
ngudi binh thudng nén hiém khi tim duoc doi ging nao vira véi tay minh.”

“Vay d6i nay chac chan ciia c6 ding khong?”

“U, khong nham dugc dau. Cam on anh.” Narumi nhét d6i ging vao tdi
40 khoéc, roi nhin Shinsuke. “Nay, dé toi dai anh gi do nhe? Toi mudn cam

29

on.

“Khéng can dau.”

“Néu thé thi toi ngai 1am. Pé anh doi 1au thé ndy ma. Ma dang roi, anh ¢6
thich an mi ramen vi ca map khong?”

“Ramen vi ca? Ciing co thich.”

“Vay di an mén d6 nhé. To6i biét modt quan ngon lam.” Co6 kéo tay
Shinsuke 161 di.



Vay la trong mdt quan an Trung Hoa m& cira dén nam gid sang, hai ngudi
ngodi doi dién nhau an mi vi ca. C6 1an luot ké tén cc quan mi ramen trong
khu Ginza, quan nao d6 dat nhung an do ec, roi nudc ding ngon nhung it
qua, ctr thé cau chuyén kéo dai mai khong dut. Luc dang noéi chuyén thi hup
mi xi xup.

Nhin diéu bd d6, Shinsuke c6 cam giac néu & cung cd gai khong biét mét
moi nay thi ciing khong toi chit nao. Co vo sd ¢d gai di qua tay anh trude
do, nhung chfmg ai khién anh mudn & canh ngoai tru luc lam tinh.

Hinh nhu lac d6 Narumi cling c6 cam tinh véi Shinsuke réi. Lic
Shinsuke goi ¥ mudn gip lai vao ngay nghi, c6 dong ¥ ngay tip lu. Néu
khong, ngudi ta s& khong muén moi du chi mot bat mi dau.

Ngay tht Bay tiép theo, hai ngudi ho hen. Toi d6, Shinsuke duoc dén
phong Narumi. Luc hai nguoi ¢ trén givdng, co 1ap lai khong biét bao lan
‘Anh dimng hiéu 1am, t6i khong phai dang sa vao 1ong bat ky ai dau’.

“Toi cling vay.” Shinsuke noéi. Puong nhién d6 khong phai su thuc. Anh
cling khong biét Narumi c6 néi sy thuc khong. Shinsuke chi nghi quan hé
v6i ai cling dugc thoi. Thoi diém d6 anh ciing khong nghi dén viéc s& hen ho
lau dai.

Thé ma cudi cung ho lai don vé séng chung. Chuyén hai ngudi von khong
phai cudc gap gd do dinh ménh an bai, cling khong phai yéu nhau manh li¢t
gi cho cam, chi 13 khong biét tir lac nao Narumi di chiém mot vi tri khong
nho trong 1ong Shinsuke. Ctr thé mai cling phién nén Shinsuke 13 ngudi dua
ra ¥ tuong sdng chung.

Néau mi xong, anh vira ngdi 4n mi vira xem ti vi. Bu6i tdi nao ciing phai ra
ngoai nén phim hay tin tirc anh déu thu lai hét. Thi vui cta anh 1a xem né
trude khi ngu.

Chuong trinh tin tirc cia NHK dua tin vé vu tai nan giao thong nghiém
trong x4y ra trén dudng cao toc vao ban ngdy. Xe tai mudn vuot 1én nén dam

vao 0 t6 dang chay trén lan xe bén canh, r61 lic doi hudng lai lao vao dai



phan cach. Thé nén xe chay & lan nguoc lai ciing bi anh huéng. Co nim
nguoi chét, con tai xé xe tai thi binh yén vo su. C6 18 nguoi tai xé do chét
cung thi tot hon, Shinsuke nghi. Hai chét nim nguoi thi 1ay gi ma bu dap noi
day? Du chi chét mot nguoi thi cling khong thé dén bu hét dugc. Shinsuke
nghi dén vu tai nan minh gay ra.

Tai sao anh lai gay tai nan?

Anh khong thé nao nhd ndi nhitng viée xdy ra dém d6. Nhirng manh ky
trc van nhu bi mdt man suong che phu. Ca khi dua Yuka vé 1an khi voi vang
tré vé sau do, chi co nhirng manh ky trc rdi rac dong lai trong dau. Bo lai
Yuka mdc vay ngu mong tang, anh v0i vang vi chuyén gi vay?

Vay nga u? Co6 cai gi d6 van con van vo trong dau. Anh nhanh chéng nhé

lai 101 ciia Yuka ltic ndy.

“T6i chi nhd 13 sang hom sau dau dau nhu bta bo, va dang ngl trén
givdng ma chua kip thay quan 4o, mat van nguyén 16p son phan.” C6 ta noi
vay day.

Néu c6 ta khong thay db thi sao dém d6 Shinsuke thay c6 ta mic vay ngu

duoc? Vay ma anh nhé 1a d3 thay.

Hay 13 anh dang bi 1an 1on giita hinh anh nhin thidy dém d6 voi hinh anh
nhin thay luc khac? Shinsuke lic dau. Nghi lai thi ngay viéc anh nhin thay
Yuka mic vay ngt da rat ky la. Pua c¢6 ta vé dén tin nha, du co ta say toi
murc khong thé ty di dén giuong thi ciing khong c6 1y nao Shinsuke lai coi
d6 r6i thay vay ngua cho c6 ta. Hodc néu Yuka khong say dén muc d6 thi sau
khi dua c6 ta vé dén nha roi, anh phai quay vé ngay chtr. Can gi phai doi co
ta thay vay ngi. Khong thé c6 chuyén co ta xuat hién trudc mit anh véi bo
dang d6. Trong khoanh khic, Shinsuke nghi dén mot kha ning nira, khong
chimng dém d6 anh nga véi Yuka. Néu vay, nhin thdy c6 ta mic vay ngi
cling khong c6 gi la. Nhung trong ky (rc con luu lai mot hinh anh rat ky la:
Shinsuke dtng & sanh phong cd ta, cd ta mic vay nga dimg d6i dién. Guong

mit dang cang thang diéu gi d6. D6 khong phai guong mit ciia ¢d gai khi



tién nguoi vura ngu voi minh vé. Pau lai dau roi. Shinsuke tua nhanh doan

bang, bat lai chuong trinh minh da thu.



Chuong 12

Lﬁc xem hét may chuong trinh di thu 1a gan nim gid sang. Narumi van
chua vé. C6 ay vé hoi mudn, Shinsuke nghi. Anh chang dinh than van dau,
nhung vé mudn qua thi cling lo cht. Anh 161 di¢n thoai ra, bam sd go1
Narumi. Nhung dién thoai khong lién lac dugc. Co doi sang dich vu hop thu
thoai r6i. Kho ma nghi 1a tat ngudn dugc, chi co thé 1a dang & chd khong co
song thoi.

Anh nhén 13 ‘Em nhan duoc tin nhan nay thi goi lai cho anh’ roi cup may.
Yéu nguoi lam viée ban dém ma ctr dé ¥ timg 1i ting ti chuyén co dy vé
muon thi chi mét ngudi thoi. Thé nén mot thoi gian dai anh quyét khong dé
tam ntra.

Luc Shinsuke cdm lai bo sac dién thoai ctia minh thi théy trén ban trang
diém ctia Narumi c6 dé cai gi d6. D6 1a cai tube no vit cé dau hinh hoa khé.
La loai dung dé vin vit ¢& 16n, nén cam kha ning tay. Nhin thi thay 13 cai
moi tinh.

Sao lai c6 thtr nay nhi? Shinsuke nghi. C4i nha nay con khong c6 noi cai
bat han hoi dé viét, co gi lai co tubc no vit duwoc? Nhin cai tube no vit,
Shinsuke khong thiy quen chut ndo, chac 1a Narumi dem & dau vé. Méi
toanh thé nay thi chic 13 mua r6i, nghi vay nhung Shinsuke khong tai nao
muong tuong dugc canh ¢6 mua thir nay.

Shinsuke cam cai tudc no vit trén tay, di quanh phong. Muon hay mua, gi
cling dugc, co thur nay thi tic 1a da dung ¢ dau do, hoac dinh sir dung.

Ren & chd nao bi 16ng nhi? Anh nghi. Nhung nhin dau ciing khong thay

chd d6. L& nao quai xoong hay chao bi 16ng? Anh thir kiém tra chd ndi niéu



& bép nhung chang thiy xoong, ndi nao ¢ ren van khit véi cai tudc no vit
do.

Shinsuke bo cudc, cét cai tude no vit vé chd cii rat to mo, nhung danh cho
Narumi vé, lac 4y thé nao cha biét. Pén nim gid sang, anh bat dau budn ngu.
Ngéap mét hoi dai, anh dén phong tam.

Qua trua hom sau, Shinsuke bi danh thtc bdi tiéng chudng dién tir cua
dong ho bao thac. Nhu mot thoi quen, anh dua lung vao thanh giudng, iy
ngoén tay day day dau méit mot lac. Y thic da tinh tao roi, nhung phan 16n
ndo bd va co bap van trong trang thai ngai ngu. Hom nay 1a ngay may, tha
may, c6 du dinh gi khong? Anh dan nhd ra ting thtr mot. Ngay Hai muoi
hay ngay Hai mt? Co viéc gi can t6i buu dién khong? Ctra hang tién loi thi
sa0? Con ngan hang? Co buu kién ¢ dau chuyén t6i khong? Xac nhan rang
khong c6 dy dinh gi rdi, anh méi roi tay khoi mat.

“Narumi, bira trua tinh sao em?” Anh quay lung lai hoi.

Néu nhu moi khi thi Narumi s& & ngay bén canh v4i guong mat da tay
trang sach s&. Nhung hom nay khong thiy bong dang c6 dau. Cai 4o phong
cO mac thay do ngu van cudn tron bén canh géi. Shinsuke ding day, nhin
khap phong, r6i ra sanh kiém tra. Khong c6 dau hiéu gi cho thdy co da ve.
Anh kiém tra hop thu thoai va thu dién tir. Chang c6 tin nhan nao cia
Narumi. Shinsuke thtr goi cho ¢6 1an nita nhung chang khac gi hom qua. Dot
nhién anh thay but rit y nhu canh cdy rung 1én trong gi6. Shinsuke xem s
danh ba, dinh tim s6 dién thoai ctia ddm ban tiép vién lam cung quan voi
Narumi nhung chang thay.

Nghi lai thi Narumi khong c6 céi kiéu ghi dia chi lién hé cta ngudi quen
vao s6 dau. Co s& luu tat ca vao trong dién thoai di dong. Shinsuke nhin lai
cai dong hd bao thirc. Mudi hai gid hai muoi ba phut, dang budi trua. Chua
khi nao ma dén gid nay c6 vaAn chua vé nha. Anh bat dau nghi ngd hay co
thay hop ¥ v6i khach nao d6, rdi ho rot nhau vao khach san. Nhung néu vay

thi viéc gi phai im im khong noéi nang gi nhu vay, c6 co6 thé goi di¢n ve, roi



bia ra mot 1y do nao d6. Ma Shinsuke ciing tin Narumi. C6 khong phai loai
con gai dé dai dau. Anh thir goi mot lan nita nhung chi nghe thiy tiéng
huéng dan bang giong hop am trong dién thoai ‘Chung t6i s& két ndi véi hop
thu thoai’. Shinsuke c6 nghi xem c6 ai biét Narumi ¢ dau khong. Thinh
thoang ltic néi chuyén, c6 c6 nhic dén vai ngudi quen, nhung anh khéng c6
cach nao lién hé duoc voi may ngudi dé. Chi con cach dén quan co Ay lam
thoi, Shinsuke két luan, roi di tim. So trong 1ac tdm, Narumi goi vé, anh dé
dién thoai ngay bén canh cira phong tam. Nhung sudt lic tim gdi ciing
khong thay chudng dién thoai vang 1én. Téi nim gid chiéu, Shinsuke roi nha.
Trude d6, anh di goi dén quan Collie noi Narumi lam viéc, nhung hinh nhu
chua ai di lam, chi c6 tiéng chudng dién thoai vang 1én thoi.

Luc dén Myoga, r0i chuan bi d6, anh ciing boi hdi khong yén. Anh khong
nghi Narumi ra ngoai ngu khong thong bao gi. Anh ctt ¢6 cdm giac chuyén
gi khong hay di xay ra. Poan gia doan non ciing khong giai quyét duoc gi,
phai c6 thong tin gi do.

Thong tin dau tién anh c6 dugc 13 lac hon bay gid. Anh goi dén quéan
Collie va hoi: “Narumi c¢6 ¢ day khong?” C6 dung tén that khi lam viéc ¢
quan.

“C6 ay chua dén dau. Binh thuong gid nay 1a dén roi.”

Pung 13 khong dén quan that.

“Vay Tomomi c6 ¢ d6 khong?”

“Co day. Cau cho chit nhé!” Ngudoi dan ong nhe nhang noi.

Shinsuke gip Tomomi may lan réi. Co Ay cung voi Narumi duoc khach
dan dén Sirius kha nhiéu lan. Trong nhom tiép vién, c6 ay than voi Narumi
nhat, ciing dugc nghe Narumi ké vé Shinsuke.

“Xin 16i vi bat anh doi 1au.” Anh nghe thay giong néi vui tuoi trong dién
thoai. Biéu cam ctia co ay kha gidng con ltimg dé thuong.

“Tomomi a? La td61, Amemura day.”



Nghe Shinsuke noi, ¢ dy im ling mot chat, roi dap bang giong rat rd
rang: “A, lau roi khong gip, anh khoe khong?” Chac dé nguoi xung quanh
tuong co khach goi toi. Roi noi tiép bang giong rat nhd. “Narumi van chua
to1 dau.”

“Viéc d6 t61 biét roi. T6i qua co ay ciing khong vé nha.”

“Ha, that u?”

“That. Toi goi vao di dong may lan ciing khong lién lac dugc, toi dang lo
lam. Nén nghi chiac Tomomi biét gi d6.”

“Thé thi la qua!”

“Laa?”

“U, 1a tai vi...” Tiéng noi bdng ngdp ngling. Anh thoang nghe thay tiéng
Tomomi dang ninh bo ai d6. Chic 1a c6 khach di qua. Mot luc sau, nghe thay
tiéng ‘xin 18i’. “Shinsuke, thé thi la qua! Hém qua, Narumi ciing nghi.”

“Sa0?” Lan nay t6i phién Shinsuke ngac nhién. “C6 that khong?”

“That. Chiéu toi qua cd ay goi cho ba chil, néi 13 bi cam nén xin nghi.”

“Bi cam u?”

Khéng thé co chuyén d6. Téi qua, lac Shinsuke roi khoi nha, ¢6 van khoe
nhu vam, con ngdi danh son phan trude ban trang diém nita. Ma ciing c6 thé
sau do c6 ma1 got dien xin nghi.

“La that diy!” Anh lam bam.

“Qi, xin 161 anh, t6i khong noi chuyén lau dugc dau. Khach ciing dén r6i.”
Tomomi ai ngai noi.

“Xin 16i. Vay c6 cho t61 xin sb dién thoai duoc khong? Toi mudn héi cu
thé hon ma.”

“Puoc thoi. Toi doc nhé! 080...”

Shinsuke ghi s6 dién thoai vao quyén so.

“Vay khoang may gio toi goi cho cd dugc?”



“Khoang ba gio nhé! ”

“OK. Vay t6i s& goi tim d6.” Shinsuke néi rdi cup may.

Khéng biét moi chuyén ra sao nita. Néu 101 Tomomi ndi 13 that thi sudt
dém qua Narumi di ddu? Chuyén bi cam hién nhién 1a n6i dbi. Anh chi ban
tam viéc c¢6 nodi doi minh, con mudn trdn viée ciing cha sao. Nhung tai sao ¢o
ay lai phai gidu giém? Chéc 14 lién quan dén dan ong roi, anh két luan. Giau
Shinsuke, nghi ca 1am dé ra ngoai thi chi c6 1y do d6 thoi.

Tam trang lo lang cta anh voi di mot nira. Ma khong, voi di hon mot nira
chtr. Anh thay viéc minh lo lang tir dém qua t6i gio that 1a ngu ngbe. Luc anh
bung da nhu lira dot thi c6 1& Narumi dang nam trong vong tay ciia gi dan
ong khac. Nhung con chuyén dén gid ¢6 van chua goi vé va ciing chua dén
quan Collie van khién anh thay kho hiéu. Chua ro gi kia la ngudi yéu cii hay
m&i cdp voi nhau dao gan day, nhung Narumi khong phai dua tré chi vi yéu
ma khong phan biét dugc phai trai. Chang nghi ra dugc diéu gi, Shinsuke co
cai coc, cd cudi nhat dé xung quanh khong biét. Nguoi ta nodi yéu 1a mu
quang ma. Ca chuyén cong vi¢c, cling nhu chuyén cua minh.

Canh ctra ra vao mo ra, vi khach quen la dan 6ng budc vao.

“Oi, chao 6ng Ohashi, 1au rdi khong thay 6ng dén.” Shinsuke lic nao
cling chao héi bang giong phd quéa miic.

Hai gio ba muoi phut sang, nhu moi khi anh dua Chizuko vé réi méi
quay vé nha. C6 khi Narumi vé roi, anh nghi vy nhung lic mé ctra, cin
phong van t6i om. Bat dién 1én ciling khong thay d4u hiéu gi cho thidy Narumi
da vé. Nbi bat an trong 10ng Shinsuke mdi luc mot 16n dan 1én. Du da xay ra

chuyén gi di nira ma khong c6 mot cudc goi lién lac thi dung 1a la that.

Ngbi xubng ghé, anh goi cho Tomomi. Chudng dién thoai vang 1én ba lan
roi cling két ndi duoc.

“Toi1 day.” Gigng Tomomi vang 1én.

“A 10, t061, Amemura day.”



“A, to1 dang cho dién thoai ciia anh. Narumi van chua vé sao?”

“U, ¢ 4y ciing khong dén quan a?”

“Ba chil gian dién nguoi, nhung toi chua ndi 1a ¢6 4y mat tich dau. Vi
chuyén quen véi anh Amemura c6 ay ciing chua néi véi ba chu.”

“U, chuyén d6 nho ca vao c6. Ma co c6 nghi ra diéu gi khong? Nhiing
noi Narumi c6 thé dén ay.”

“T6i ciing nghi ro6i nhung chang nghi ra gi ca. Trong nhoém tiép vién,
nguoi than dén mire c6 thé cho co ay nga nho chi cb toi thoi. Hay co y vé
nha b6 me & Chiba?”

“To61 khong nghi vay.”

Nhu Shinsuke nghe ké thi nha bé me Narumi phé Kimitsu. B6 me ¢6 déu
qua doi ca rdi, con ngdi nha thi ngudi ho hang dang sir dung. B6 me c6 lan
luot roi bo thé gian nay lic ¢6 hai muoi tudi, sau khi 1én Tokyo. Sau dam
tang b, co cling khong lién hé gi v6i ho hang nita.

“Hay la do dan 6ng?”” Shinsuke hoi.

“Pan ong 477

“Y t6i la o ay c6 ngudi dan 6ng khac ngoai toi.”

“A, t6i khong nghi thé dau.”

“That khong? Co khong can phai gitr ¥ véi t61 dau. Pan 6ng va phu nit
chi bé nhau vi 1y do d6 thoi.”

“Toi khong gidu ma. Amemura ciing khong phai khach quan toi. Toi
khong can phai gitr chan lam gi ca. Toi nghi 13 ¢6 ay chi ¢6 minh Amemura
thoi. Gia du c6 ngudi dan ong khac thi t6i phai biét chir vi cd 4y & cung toi
sudt.”

“Néu khong phai vy, sao Narumi phai gidu toi di ra ngoai cht?”

“Chuyén d6 t0i ciing khéng hiéu.” C6 4y im ling mot luc roi ndi. “Nay,

theo anh c¢6 nén bdo canh sat khong?”



“Nho diéu tra ay ha?”

] »

“Téi cling nghi dén roi.”

“T6i nghi anh nén bao canh sat. Thé nay la 1dm.” Tomomi dju giong. “Ma
c6 mot viéc toi mudn hoi Shinsuke.”

“Viée gi vay?”

“Gan day, Narumi ¢ y dinh nghi viéc a?”

“Vay sao? T6i khong nghe c6 iy noi.”

“U, qua la vay.”

“C6 ay noi vay sao, cai cd6 Narumi nay?”

“C6 4y n6i mét moi vi bi nguoi khac loi dung thé nay, r6i da dén luc phan
dinh thang thua.”

“Phan dinh thing thua 13 y gi nhi? Mé quan riéng 4?”

“Tbi ciing khong biét. Khong phai viy sao?”

Nhung tién mo quan thi 1ay dau ra? Shinsuke dinh néi ma khong cat nén
10i. Chang c6 déng nao ma lai khoe khoang vé udc mo dé véi moi ngudi,
sao gidng anh dao trudc vay.

“Ma nay, anh nén bao canh sat di!” Tomomi noi.

“Co6 1€ nén nhu vay.” Shinsuke 1am bam.



Chuong 13

Bén trora hom sau, Narumi van chua vé. Shinsuke dn voi vang bira trua roi
di taxi dén don canh sat Fukagawa. O ban tiép dan tang mot, anh bao rang
nguoi séng cung bi mét tich. Chd mot luc, mot vién canh sat trung ni€n mac
déng phuc tién dén chd anh. Shinsuke ngéi & ban, doi dién vai vién canh sat,
¢ giai thich tinh hinh that chi tiét. C)ng ta hoi cu thé vé dic diém trén co thé
ctia Narumi. Liic tra 161 may cau hoi d6, Shinsuke nhan ra khong phai nguoi
ta hoi dé tim Narumi gitp anh, ma s& dung noi dung anh tra 10i lam tu liéu
x4c nhan than thé trong trudng hop cd thi thé chét bat thuong duogc phat
hién. Nghia la khi canh sat tim ra Narumi 1a lac c¢6 khong con trén co1 doi
nay nta.

“T6i hiéu roi. C6 manh mbi gi to1 s€ lién hé ngay. HOm nay rat cam on
anh.” Vién canh sat cd niém né, con Shinsuke chi cdu mong Narumi khong
bi may nguoi nay tim ra.

Luc budce ra khoi sanh ctia d6n, mot vién canh sat bude xudng tir xe canh
sat d6 trudc mat anh. Do 14 mot ngudi dan éng rin réi khoang ba muoi nham
tudi. Lic anh ta bo mii ra, Shinsuke bong khung lai. Anh nhé 1 da gip anh
ta & dau d6 roi. Nhu nhén ra diéu do, anh ta cling nhin anh, nhung duong
nhu khong nhé ra duoc diéu gi nén lai quay mat di. Khoanh khéc tiép theo,
to1 lugt anh ta khung lai.

“A, la cdu a?” Vién canh sat no1. “Nguoi gy tai nan ¢ Kiyosumi dung
khong?”

“Anh con nh¢ t61 4?7

“To61 con nhd chir. Vi vu dé qua dac bi¢t. Ma hom nay cau dén day co



viéc gi? Hay lai gy ra chuyén gi r6i?”

“Khoéng phai, that ra ngudi quen cua téi mat tich nén t6i mdi dén day
trinh bao.”

“Q, thé thi mét ddy. La phu nir ha?”

“Vang.”

“Bao nhiéu tudi?”

“Hai muoi chin tu6i.”

“U, hai muoi chin a?”

Vién canh sat gat gii v6i guong mat ning triu. Shinsuke doan rang anh ta
duc rat tir kinh nghiém khong vui vé gi 1 khi phu nit tré mat tich thi hiém
khi duoc tim thay con nguyén ven séng sot.

“Bay gio cau lam gi? Hoi d6 cdu noi cau 1a bartender diing khong?” Vién
canh sat hinh nhu van con nhé rat rd vu cua Shinsuke.

“T6i van lam cong viéc do.”

“Vay sao? Cau c¢ lai xe nira khong?”

“Khong.”

“Thé 1a tbt déy. Cau thira hiéu tai nan dang so thé nao nhi?”

“Vang...”

“Vay, chao cau.”

Anh ta dap tay vao vai Shinsuke, roi di bd vé phia sanh. Shinsuke budc

1én phia trude, r6i lap tirc quay lung lai.
“Xin 161, cho t6i hoi mot chut.” Anh goi vién canh sét tir sau lung.

Anh ta dimg budc, quay lai. Shinsuke nhin gwong mat kho hiéu dé roi

hoi: “Vu dac biét la sao?”

Canh Phong Giao thong, c6 vai phong nho cd dat duoc mot cai ban bén



trong. Shinsuke timg bi dua vao mot trong s6 may phong ndy. Do 1a sau khi
anh gay ra vu tai nan hon mgt nam trude. Anh van con vai ky trc vé tinh hinh
lac do.

“Cach noi cua t61 khéng duoc hay 1dm, nhung ma cdu van mat tri nhd
mot cach khac thuong. Cau chi quén vé tai nan ding khong?” Thanh tra
Akiyama 1am guong mat kho hiéu.

“To1 cling nghi vay.”

“Piéu d6 v4i mot y nghia nao d6 1a may min, véi ¥ nghia khac lai 1a toi
16i. Cau quén tai nan 13 may mén cho cau, nhung véi gia dinh b1 hai lai 1a
qua dang.”

“Toi biet chu.”

Shinsuke nhé lai guong mit u toi cua Kishinaka Reiji. Anh ta timg hoi
lac khé chiu thi s& lam gi cho hét kho chiu. Va Shinsuke tra 1oi rang khong
lam gi ca, chi cd quén cho nhanh. C6 1& 10i néi d6 da thoi thic y mudn giét
nguoi cua anh ta.

“Nay, chi c6 mdi chuyén tai nan thoi nhi?” ## Vién thanh tra gio ho so
tredc mat Shinsuke. Trong d6 vé& so d6 hién trudng, 13 con duong 16n cé ba
lan xe mot chiéu, ngay trudc nga tu.

“Nguoi gip tai nan di vé huéng nam doc con duong hep nay. Bing qua
ngd tu, di thém mot chut 1a td1 nha c¢6 ta. Con cau lai xe téi tr phia sau co6
ta.” Akiyama chi tay 1én so d6 va giai thich. “Cau lai chiéc xe Bentley mau
bac. Pén doan nay thi sao, cdu c6 nhé ra gi khong?”

“Anh néi vay thi téi ciing thdy nhé mang méng 1 nhu thé.”

“Mang mang ha?” Akiyama nhin cham cham mat Shinsuke. Vé mit anh
ta nhu mudén ndi gay ra vu tai nan nghiém trong nhu thé ma chi nhé mang
mang thoi sao?

“T6i xin 161.” Shinsuke néi.

“Ciling khong con cach nao. Ma ngudi lam cho cau mat tri nhd lai la



nguoi than cta nguoi bi tai nan. Ai cling sai ca. Lam toi chang biét phai noi
sao nita.” Vién thanh tra quay lai nhin so do. “Con dudng hep niy gidi han
téc do 1a ba muoi cdy s6 mot gio. Ma cdu ciing khing khang 12 minh chap
hanh ding nhu vay.”

“Nhung thue té thi toi khong chap hanh ding khong?”

“T6i khong biét.” Akiyama néi. “Co vét trugt banh xe, nhung khong biét
cau chay van toc bao nhiéu. Hoi xua thi két qua danh gia qua vét truot banh
xe chinh x4c 1am, nhung gan day két qua d6 khong con dang tin nira.”

“Sao lai thé?”

“Do cong nghé phat trién. V&i nhitng xe 1ap hé théng phanh chdéng bo
cling, moi tuong quan giira toc do va vét trugt banh xe doi khac hoan toan so
voi dit lidu ngay xua.”

Ra 1a vay, phanh chdng bo cimg 1a dé chdng banh xe bi truot ngay ca trén
duong tron, nén dwong nhién & nhiéu diém sé liéu s& khac véi xe dung
phanh thuong.

“Tém lai 1 cdu chay dang sau xe dap. Du ¢6 chay ba muoi cay sé6 mot
gid nhung két cuc 1a cau dudi xe dap. Roi c¢b vuot xe d6.” Akiyama di
chuyén ngén tay trén so do. “Ngay trudc luc do, hinh nhu xe dap bi dao khoi
duong, khong 10 1a ¢6 ta c6 nhan ra su tdn tai cua chiée Bentley dang chay
dén tir dang sau khong? Xe cau ciing bat dén pha dang hoang nén phai nhan
ra chtr. Néu thé binh thudng phai tip vao 1& dudng bén trai, co ta biét co xe &
déng sau roi nhung cd xe dap hoat dong khong tbt, nguoc lai con lao vao
vung nguy hiém, viéc d6 thuc té cling hay xay ra lim.”

“Két qua 1a toi dam vao cai xe dap d6?”

“Dling vay.” Akiyama gat dau. “Cai xe dap bi hat vang vé phia bén trai.
Con xe cau lan han sang lan bén phai. Chac dinh tranh nén méi xoay vo ling
loan 1én nhu thé.”

“Thé nén nguoi bi nan bi dap manh vao dau sao?”” Shinsuke hoi.



Cho t6i khi nghe may 15i giai thich nay, Shinsuke chua timg hinh dung vé
vu tai nan chét nguoi do. Bi tai nan dan dén chét nguol nén chic phai va dap
manh lam. Nhung Akiyama lac dau.

“Khong, toi nghi lic d6 vét thuong chua ning 1am dau. Tat ca ciing chi 1a
suy luan tho1.”

“Vét thuong chua ning? Nhung chét nguoi ma.”

Nghe thé Akiyama nhin mat, roi tho dai.

“C6 that cau khong nhd gi khong?” Akiyama chi tay vao so d6. “Nguoi
bi tai nan chua chét ngay sau khi bi cdu dam.”

“Sau khi b1 t61 dam?”

“Pung vay. Vi con mot xe thir hai dam vao co6 ta nira.”



Chuong 14

Mé canh ctra quan Sirius ra rdi budc vao, Shinsuke nhin thay tim lung ctia
mot ngudi mic 4o jacket trang & ngay dang trudc. Nghe thay tiéng mo cua,
cht nhan cai 40 d6 quay lung lai, guong mit day ngac nhién. Nhin thay anh,
guong mat do dan ra.

“Oi that 1a...” Ejima dang rong d6i tay. “Nh¢ huong vi quan toi nén dén
do ha?”

Shinsuke mim cuoi, tién lai gan Ejima. Vira di anh vira quay vé phia
Okabe dang dimg ¢ quay bar, khé vay tay chao. Okabe gat dau. Shinsuke
dén bén canh Ejima, quan sat khach trong quan. Méi hon sau gid, hau nhu
chua c6 khach. Chi ¢6 hai nguoi dang ngdi & quay bar, hai ngudi ngdi & ban.

“T6i c6 chuyén mudn hoi. Gid ong co thoi gian khong?” Shinsuke khé
noi.

“Chuyén gi vay?” Ejima ha giong.

“Vé vu tai nan.” Shinsuke dap. “Vu tai nan t61 gay ra.”

Ejima nhiu may, guong mat biéu 10 sy phan van. RS rang ong ta khong
htrng thu gi vé1 cau chuyén nay.

“Nhanh khong?”

“Nhanh.”

“Thé a?” Ejima tho dai, gat dau. Ong ta dit tay 1én vai Shinsuke. “Vay

'7,

thi, tim cho ngdi xuong ro1 nghe nhé

Bi Ejima giuc, Shinsuke ngdi vao ban trong cung. Ngdi & x6 pha that dé

chiu. May nam ro1 méi lai duge ngdi ghe nay, Shinsuke nghi tham. Ho1 con



lam & day, anh chang c6 ltc nao ngdi x6 pha ca.

“That ra hom nay t61 da dén don canh sat. La vi mot vu khéc, nhung tinh
cO gdp thanh tra Akiyama ¢ Phong Giao thong. B6 1a nguoi phu trach vu tai
nan cua to1.”

“U, 16i sa0?” Ejima 161 bao thudc ra, rat mot diéu dua 1én miéng, cham
lira bang bat lira Cartier.

“T6i ndi 12 vAn mat tri nhé, nén anh ta da ké chi tiét vé vu tai nan cho toi.
Akiyama lam guong mat rat ky la.”

Nghe nhiing 10i cua Shinsuke, Ejima kh& gat dau.

“Nhung luc ndy dau can phai nghe anh ké vé vu day.”

“Nhung ctt nhu thé thi tim trang t6i khong 1én duoc.”

“Cai d6 thi toi hiéu. Thé nghe anh ta ké r6i sao nita?”

“Toi cuc ky ngac nhién.” Shinsuke that tha néi. “Vi td1 khong nghi 1a vu
tai nan do lai nhu vay.”

“Nhu vay la sao?”

“T6i ctr nghi minh tong chét ngudi, cir nghi vu tai nan d6 don thuan 13
vay. Nhung nghe anh ta noi thi hoa ra khong phai vay. Gdy ra nhitng vét
thuong tri mang cho nguoi phu nit tén Kishinaka do 1a mdt cai 6 to6 khac.
Nghia 14 c¢6 hai 6 t6 lién quan dén vu tai nan nay.”

“Tbi cling c6 nghe vdy. Chi 12 khong biét chi tiét thoi.” Ejima cham rai
hat thude va néi, cir chi ctua ong ta nhu mudn thét 1én rang chinh Shinsuke
mo&i 1a nguoi ky la khi luc nay lai phan khich véi viée d6 dén vay.

“Boi vi toi khong nhd gi hét.”

Theo nhu giai thich cta Poi truong Piéu tra Akiyama thi vy tai nan dién
bién nhu sau.

Pau tién, Kishinaka Minae chay xe dap vé hudng nam trén con dudng
xay ra tai nan. Xe Bentley lao t6i tir dang sau. Nguoi 1ai chiéc Bentley d6 1a

Shinsuke. Xe Bentley chay véi toc d6 bao nhiéu thi van chua rd. Shinsuke



khai rang ‘chay nhanh vi dén giao thong & nga tu phia trude sap chuyén sang
mau do’ nén canh sat suy doan anh chay vuot qua tdc d6 quy dinh ba muoi
cdy sO trén gid mot chut. Roi sau tai nan, Shinsuke khing khing 1a minh
chap hanh téc do cho phép nén that gia con chua rd rang. Hién tai thi anh
mat tri nhé vé viéc d6 roi nén khong thé néi duoc gi hét.

Khéng 1au sau, chiéc Bentley ddm vao xe dap cua Kishinaka Minae tur
phia sau. Chd dam vao 13 gbc bén trai b him xung cia xe Bentley. Chiéc xe
dap bi ddm mat thing bang, d6 nhao nhu thé bi ném vé phia trudc. Co thé
Kishinaka Minae ngdi trén xe dap bi hat bay dén buc tuong cua toa nha bén
trai hudng xe chay. Lic d6, co ta bi ép sat lung vao tudong. Con chiée
Bentley sau khi dam xe dap thi hot hoang d6i hudng di, chay lan sang ca lan

Xe Nguoc chiéu. Shinsuke hinh nhu d3 voi danh 14i theo phan xa.

Tiép d6, cai xe tht hai lao dén tir huéng nguoc lai. P 1a xe Ferrari mau
d6. Xe nay hinh nhu chay véi toc do rat nhanh. Bat ngo voi tai nan xdy ra
truéc mat, khong kip phan tng gi, chi cb tranh chiéc Bentley. Du d4 phanh
roi nhung van khong kip giam toc do.

Két qua 1a xe Ferrari lao thang vao toa nha ¢ bén phai. Va phia trudc toa
nha dang c6 Kishinaka Minae ¢ d6. Nguoi lai xe Ferrari d6 di cd hét suc
tranh tinh huéng x4u nhat, tiéc 1a mudn mat roi.

Toan than b1 va dap manh va noi tang bi nghién nat, do la nguyén nhan

truc tiép gay ra cai chét cua Kishinaka Minae.

“N6i thé nay that khong phai, nhung khi chi tiét cau chuyén, thu thuc 13
t61 thdy nhe nhdm phan ndo.” Shinsuke noi. “Thoi diém t6i ddm vao, co ta
chua bi thuvong ning lim, nhung cling khong thé néi 1a xe kia khong c6 15i
gi. Puong nhién t6i ciing hiéu 12 néu t6i 14i an toan hon thi nguoi phu nit tén
Kishinaka d6 di khong mét mang.”

“Tai nan giao thong 1a may rai.” Ejima tho ra lan khoi thudc mau trang.
“Cau nghi trong mot nim c¢6 bao nhiéu ngudi chét vi tai nan giao thong?

Mudi nghin ngudi diy. S6 nguoi bi thwong nhung giit duoc mang lai gap



may 1an con s6 d6. Roi truong hop chwa dén mire tai nan, nhung néu chi sai
mot 1i thoi 1a thanh tai nan lai gép thém vai 1an nira. Truong hop do la do
may man, nhung ban than ngudi 13i xe lai khong nhan ra minh may man. C6
thé noi rang hau hét nhimg nguoi dang song di duoc ctru 1 nho mot van
may nao d6. Nguoc lai, nhitng nguoi chay xe ma tir trudc dén nay chua giy
ra tai nan thuong vong vé ngudi nao thi chi 1a ngudi d6 van con may man
thoi. Giong nhu t6i vay. Shinsuke chi 1 den dui thoi. Thé nén ding nghi
ngoi gi nira.”

Shinsuke cui dau. Anh hiéu nhitng 101 Ejima néi, nhd thé ma thiy nhe
nhdm hon. Nhung ma bao anh dung nghi ngoi thi ding 13 mot yéu cau phi
ly. Anh ngang mit 1én.

“Thuc ra t6i c6 viéc mubn nhd ong, Ejima.”

“Vigc gi vay?”

“Hinh nhu ¢6 mot luat su theo vu cua to1. Ong Yuguchi thi phai.”

“Dung vay. La Yuguchi. Cau con nhé viéc 6 sao?”

“Khéng, t6i quén roi. Nhung & d6n canh sat ngudi ta noi nén t6i nho ra.”

Luat su Yuguchi 1a nguoi rat than thiét véi Ejima. Shinsuke nhd ong ta
dén quan Sirius vai lan dé uéng ruou. C6 thé néi Shinsuke dugc phan quyét
nhe cling l1a nho thé luc cia ong luat su do.

“Tbi c6 viéc mudn nhd ong Yuguchi chi gitp.”

“La gi vay?”

“T6i mudn biét than thé cua nguoi lai chiéc xe con lai trong vu tai nan.”

Long may bén phai ctia Ejima nhéch 1én. Miéng 6ng ta hoi méo lai.

“Pé lam gi?”

“T6i mudn biét. T6i hoi nhung canh sat khong cho thong tin. Nhung néu
1a 6ng Yuguchi thi chic chan biét.”

“Viéc d6 thi. .. biét sao nhi?”



“Vay dé toi tu hoi. Ong cho to1 dia chi lién lac cua 6ng Yuguchi la dugc.”

Ejima diap méu thudc trong cai gat tan.

“Ma Shinsuke nay, khong phai thé 13 du roi sao? Bay gid biét chi tiét vé
tai nan ciing chang dé lam gi. Thay vao d6, danh thoi gian dé suy nghi vé
tuong lai chang phai tot hon sao?”

“T6i c6 nghi ma.” Shinsuke ndi roi khé cudi. “Nhung d6 1a hai chuyén
khac nhau.”

“Y 161 1a ltc nao ciing ban tdm vé qua khir thi khong nhin thay twong lai
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dau.

“T6i khong dinh ban tim mai. Chi 1a muén biét chinh xac thoi. Ong c6
thé cho t6i dia chi lién lac ctua 6ng Yuguchi khong?”

“Panh vay.” Ejima thd dai. “Ti nita toi s& goi cho ong ta dé hoi.”

“Vay xin phién 6ng.” Shinsuke cti dau.

“Thay vao d6...” Ejima ddo dac nhin quanh, r6i ha giong. “Cau hay thoi
n6i may chuyén tai nan véi nguoi khac ngoai toi di. Vi khong phai ai ciing
mudn nhé lai nhitng chuyén hon mét nim trudc giéng nhu cau.”

Chang hiéu nhitng 16i d6, Shinsuke nhin Ejima roi chép mat.

“Cau cling bam riét Yuka dé hoi dung khong?” Ejima noi.

Shinsuke gat dau. D6 1a lac anh dén day vai hom trudc. Sao Ejima lai
biét? La Yuka ké hay sao? Ciing c6 thé 1a Okabe bao céo tinh hinh.

“Cau c6 thé hira voi toi khong?” Ejima nhin vao mat Shinsuke rdi noi.

“Vang.” Shinsuke gat dau. Trong hoan canh nay chi c6 thé tra 16i nhu
vay.

Shinsuke nhin dong ho rdi dung day.

“Xin 151 vi 1am mat thoi gian cua ong. Vay, toi xin phép.”

“Cau thich gi thi uéng di. Okabe s& 1am cho.”

“Tho1, g1 cling mudn r61.” Shinsuke chi tay vao dong ho.



“Thé a? Vay lan t6i cau lai dén day tir tir udng rugu nhé!” Ejima ciing
ding day.

Ejima tién Shinsuke ra tin thang may.

“Ma Narumi khoe khong? Tir sau 14n & bénh vién, tdi chua gap lai co éy.”
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“A... ¢ ay van khoe.” Shinsuke tra 161 map mo. Ping chu dé anh muon

tranh.

Ejima duong nhu doc vi duge ndi tam Shinsuke tu biéu cam thé hién trén

guong mat anh.

“Sao vay? C6 chuyén gi a?”

“Khéng, chang c6 chuyén gi ca. Ma ong Ejima quay lai quan di! Dén day
1a duoc rdi.”

Canh ctra thang may mé ra. Shinsuke nhanh chéng budc vao, 4n nit ‘tang
mot’.

“U, vay toi s& lién lac voi Yuguchi.” Ejima néi.

“Tram su nho 6ng.” Shinsuke cui dau. Tay trai an nut ‘dong cwra’.



Chuong 15

Léu lam quan Myoga mdi dong khach tir sém thé nay. Thé nén Chizuko ctr
day nghién mai chuyén Shinsuke dén mudn. “Phy nit ding 1a khong tin dugc
nhi!” Vi khach ngoi ¢ ban gan Shinsuke nhét noi 16n tiéng. D6 1a mot nguoi
dan ong kiéu lam cong in luong, cip kinh qua nho so vdi guong mit tron
xoe dugc dat hoi 1é€ch trén mui.

“Sao lai thé? Nhung anh tin tuéng vo minh dung khong?”

C06 nhan vién ban thoi gian Eri chu méi hoi.

“Khoéng phai toi khong tin. Chi 14 t6i nghi néu ngit d6 ngoai tinh thi that
vo ly.”

“Got vo la nglr do 1a khong duoc dau. Sao dan ong cac anh lai goi vo nhu
thé dugc nhi?” Eri nhic khéo.

“Cha sao dau. Ngir d6 1a ngir d6, néu c6 gi nao mudn ngir d6 toi s& vui vé
biéu luon.” Ong ta ndi véi nguoi di cung. “A, ma may c6 mudén khong? Cho
]am tinh mién phi.”

“Tao khong can. Lac nao vé nha ciing c6 mot ba véi guong mit cau co
doi san roi. Mot tay 0m hai ba c6 gia c6 dé lam gi dau.”

Nguoi dan ong di cung cudi ha ha. Vira rira cdc Shinsuke vira dong tai
nghe cau chuyén cua hai nguoi dan 6ng do. Hinh anh Narumi hién Ién trong
dau anh. C6 van mét tich. Khong mot cudc dién thoai. Ma hinh nhu cling
khong dén quan. Dudng nhu sip tré thanh mot vu mat tich dién hinh.
Shinsuke ¢6 khong nghi ngoi. Nhung ctr ¢6 cam giac 1y do Narumi di biét
tich 1a xuat phat tir y mudn ctia ¢d. C6 hai can ctr cho viée d6. Mot 1a Narumi

lién lac dang hoang td1 quan Collie xin nghi, r61 con t6 vé véi Shinsuke rang



s& di 1am va roi khoi nha nhu binh thudng. Hai 1a c¢6 vai do vat bién mat khoi
nha. Shinsuke nhan ra diéu d6 lic trd vé tir don canh sat. Khi kiém tra k§
may d6 dung ctia Narumi, tai d6 trang diém, may sdy, bo do rira mit dung
khi di du lich d3 bi mang di mat. Cai tui Louis yéu thich c6 hay mang khi du
lich mot, hai ngay ciing khong tim thay. Co 1& vai bd quan 4o, do 16t, may
d6i giay ciling bién mat, nhung Shinsuke cling khong thé néi rd 1 nhitng thir
gi. Thém nira, cling phai luu ¥ dic biét dén chi tiét 13 quyén so tiét kiém
dtng tén co va con dau khac tén ciing bién mat. Lic Shinsuke kiém tra cach
day vai hom thi van thdy n6 dé chung véi quyén ciia Shinsuke trong hop so
cuu.

Hanh vi nay rd mudi muoi 14 mang d6 dung va tién du dé biét tich vai
ngay. La tron khoi bon cho vay tién, trén khoi canh sat, hay tron cing gi dan
ong nao d6? Shinsuke nghi 1a diéu thi ba. Néu co bi bon cho vay tién hay
canh sat truy lung thi nhitng ké d6 phai xéng dén chd Shinsuke 1au réi. Van
dé 13, gia st co6 nguoi dan 6ng khac thi sao phai chay tron? Khong phai
Shinsuke s& cudi Narumi. Néu c6 c6 thich ai, chi can thanh that noéi véi
Shinsuke 14 xong. Narumi hiéu rd hon ai hét Shinsuke khong phai kiéu nguoi
s& niu kéo cd. Néu vy, ké phai chay tron 1a gi dan ong kia. Néu Narumi di
cung ké d6 thi hoan toan 1y giai duoc hanh dong cta cd. Shinsuke cb ging
khong nghi dén sy hiang hai ma Narumi thé hién ra tir truéc dén nay. Khong
thé danh gia dugc ban chat cia mot ngudi qua nhimg gi ngudi ta thé hién ra
bén ngoai, Shinsuke dtc két diéu d6 tir kinh nghiém cta ban than minh.
“Khong thé tin dugc 1a ho d3 1am viéc d6!” Loi nobi thuong duoc thét 1én
mdi khi c6 vu an gi xay ra nhu cung c¢6 thém kinh nghiém cua anh.

Nghi t6i viéc khong duge gip Narumi nita, cling thdy budn diy, nhung
cam gidc mat mat chua da 16n. Thay vao d6, anh mai ban tdm t6i nhitng diéu
phién toai s& roi xuéng dau minh vi sy mat tich cta c6. Van dé dau tién la
can ho. N6 von duoc thué dudi tén Narumi. Néu cb khong vé nira thi cin hd
nay phai lam sao?

Luc anh rira coc xong, lau kho tay thi cai dién thoai trén quiy bar d6



chudng. Anh nhic may.

“Vang, day la quan Myoga.”

“A 16, 13 t6i ddy.” Giong tram trim cua Ejima vang 1én ¢ dau day bén kia.

“A vang, 1an trudc cam on 6ng nhé.”

“Sau lan do, t0i goi cho dng Yuguchi luén. P4 nim duoc tén va than thé
ctia ngudi lai chiéc xe con lai. Nhung cau phai luu ¥ khi tiép can ngudi do.
Yuguchi da dan do nhu vay.”

“Vang, cam on 6ng.” Shinsuke voi 16i gidy but ra. Anh khong nghi Ejima
hanh dong nhanh thé.

“Tén la Kiuchi Haruhiko. Chir ‘moc’ trong ‘thit nam’, ‘ndi’ trong ‘trong
ngoai’, ‘ha’ trong ‘xuin ha’.”

“Kiuchi Haruhiko, vang, t6i hiéu roi.”

“La nhan vién van phong, & quan Chuo, ph Nihonbashihama.”

Tay thi ghi chép, dau gat g, qua 1a & khu vuc nay nén méi chay xe dén
chd d6. Néu tir con dudng xdy ra tai nan di vé hudng bac, s& dén duong
Kiyosubashi. Tir d6 chay vé phia tay s& dén phé Nihonbashihama.

“Du cho thong tin nhung 6ng Yuguchi khong tan thanh chuyén cau tiép
can ngudi tén Kiuchi d6.” Ejima néi. “Vi vu tai nan qua phtc tap, riéng van
dé quy trach nhiém cho ai, luat su ciing phai tranh cii rat gay gat roi. Co 18
cau khong nhd, nhung bén kia cho rang néu cau khong giy ra tai nan thi ho
cling khéng bi cudn vao dau.”

Pung vay, néu ¢ vao hoan canh cia d6i phuong, minh ciing s& nhu thé,
Shinsuke nghi.

“Vay nén, t0i néi hdy cham dut ¢ day di. Lac nao ciing bi b budc vao
mot viée da roi ciing khong dé 1am gi.”

“T6i hiéu, xin 15i vi da 1am kho6 ong.”

“Vay thoi nhé!”



“Vang, t01 xin phép.”

Cuap dién thoai, Shinsuke quyét dinh 1a s€é khong trao doi viéc nay voi
Ejima ntra. Thyc ra Ejima ciling 1a bi hai. Nhan vién gay tai nan nén ong ta
cling bi 161 vao may chuyén phién phirc. Chuan bi luit su cling 13 mot trong
sO d6. Roi tim chd 1am méi cho Shinsuke, tim nguoi lam thay anh. Cai xe
Shinsuke 14i 14 cua Ejima nén 6ng ta ciing bi canh sat goi 1én don my lan.
Chac 13 Ejima cling mudn quén vu tai nan d6 di.

Shinsuke can than xé to gidy ghi chép ra, nhét vao trong tii 4o nguc.
Pung lic d6 c6 tiéng md ctra, anh nhin ra phia ctra, toan néi xin chao quy
khach, miéng vdn md nguyén nhung hanh dong bong ngung lai hét. Trong
khoanh khic, cé 10 néi ciing khong thét nén noi.

Co gai d6 dang dung ¢ cira, téi nay c6 mic vay mau xanh lam. Khong
biét c6 phai a0 gidc khong ma anh trong toc ¢d dai hon han hom trude. Pudi
toc cham dén tan vai. Shinsuke nhé hoi dau dén day, co dé toc ngén. Tu do
dén nay chua ddy mot thang, sao c6 chuyén toc dai thém duoc thé kia!

Nhung chic chan 1a c6 gai d6, khong lam di dau duoc. Sac thai trén
guong mit c6 chat thay do6i, nhung 4nh mat la lung cuén hut ngudi doi dién
thi van vay.

Miéng c6 gai khé chuyén dong: “Oil”

“Ha?” Shinsuke hoi lai. “Gi vay?”

“Sac mat.” Co noi. ‘Sac mit anh trong khong tot’

“Ha, thé sao?” Shinsuke dit tay 1én ma.

“Trong nhu ¢6 tim su gi d6.” C6 ngdi xudng ghé. Gidng nhitng lan trude,
van 1a nhitng dong tac cham rai.

Luc co chuyén dong co thé, Shinsuke khong thé 1am gi khac, vi mét anh
con mai mé doi theo nhiing cir dong do.

“T6i mudn udng loai ruou that ngon. Hom nay cho toi loai khong ngot

nhé!” Co khé nou.



“Vay t6i lay ruou gin dé pha nhé?”

“Tuy anh.”

“Toi hicu roi.”

Shinsuke mo tu lanh, léy chai gin ra. Chon ly dung cocktail. Anh chot
nghi phai chiang anh khong may lo lang cho Narumi 13 vi sy xuat hién cua co

gai nay?



Chuong 16

C6 c6 vé thich Gibson. Thi thoang, c6 ngam cu hanh ngoc trai chim trong
day ly cocktail thon dai, roi nudt troi ruou qua doi moi dep d&. Mdi khi ubng
mot ngum, ¢d nham mat nhu dé luu giir lai mui vi trong ky tec.

“Moi khi co6 tién d1 dau nén méi ghé td1 day a?” Shinsuke thir hoi.

Cam ly trén tay, c6 ngudc nhin 1én.

“Trong t6i nhu thé 4?2~

“Khéng, chi la toi thac méc sao ¢o lai téi day?”

“Anh doan thu xem.”

“Kho nhi!” Shinsuke cudi. “Mdi khi ¢6 vi khach nao vé, moi nguoi ¢ day
hay ¢6 doan xem d6 13 nguoi thé nao.”

“Vay trong t6i gidng nguoi thé nao?”

“Pé xem...” Shinsuke chiam chu nhin ¢6 gai.

C6 khong chut ngai nging hay do du d6n nhan anh mat anh.

“Gidng ngudi trong gidi van nghé si.” Shinsuke noi.

Co gai mim cudi, dat cai ly xudng. “Vay anh ting thay t6i trén ti vi
chua?”

“Chua.”

“Thay chua.”

“Nhung ma...” Shinsuke lai mot lan nita nhin guong mit ¢ gai. “Toi clr
c6 cam giac da timg thay c6 ¢ dau do6 roi.”

“Vay sao?”



“Vang.” Shinsuke cuoi gugng gao.

D6 1a diéu ma tbi nay 1an dau tién anh cam thy. Noi chinh x4c thi giéng
mot ai d6 dung hon 13 d3 timg thay & dau d6. Anh khong c6 cam giac ay lac
c6 dén quan nay 1an dau tién cling nhu dén nhimg 1an tiép theo. Sao tdi nay
lai c6 cam giac d6, Shinsuke ciing khong hiéu ndi. Hay 1a do c¢6 d6i kiéu toc
va cach trang diém? Anh c6 nghi xem 1a giéng ai nhung van chua tim thay
dap an.

“Tiéc 14 toi chang c6 lién quan gi dén gidi d6 ca.”

“Vay sao? Thé thi toi chiu roi. C6 hiy cho toi cau tra 101.”

“A, biét sao gid?” C6 hudng cai nhin ddy cudn hut vé phia Shinsuke, roi
khé nghiéng dau. “Tam thoi cho t6i thém ly nira.”

“Tbi hiéu r6i.” Shinsuke véi céi ly khong trén ban.

Cudi cing, c¢o chi udng hai ly Gibson r6i dimg day. Vay 1a, dén thoi diém
ndy, Shinsuke van khong thanh cong trong viéc do héi tung tich cta cd.
Shinsuke tién c6 gai ra tdn ngoai quan gidng lan trudc. Du sét rudt khong
yén khi nghi dén viéc khong biét bao gid mdi duoc gip cd, nhung anh chang
biét lam thé nao.

“Cam on anh. P6 uéng hom nay ngon lam!”

“Cam on c0.”

“Quan nay dung 1a...” C6 nhin sau vao mat Shinsuke. “M¢ dén tin hai
gio sang nhi?”

“Dung vay.”

Trén moi ¢ nd mdt nu cudi day an y.

“Sao vay?”

“La vi vao gio nay ma van c¢6 quan dé uong ruou.”
“Cling c6 vai quan ki€u nay ma.”

“Quan yén tinh thi hay hon.”



“Quan yén tinh thi nhiéu lam.”

“Thé a?”

Khong biét ¢c6 nghi gi ma mo tai xach, 1ay théi son ra. R6i c6 mé nap,
tom lay tay phai Shinsuke. Luc Shinsuke con dang ngac nhién tot do, c6 da
viét may chir vao tay anh. Mudi moét ky tu mau do dugce viét ngay ngan trén
tay Shinsuke. Co cat théi son vao tui, 161 quay got, di bd vé phia thang may.

“C0...” Shinsuke goi voi theo.

Co gai ngoai co lai, nghiéng dau no6i véi Shinsuke: “Anh bao trong nhé!”

Pung luc do, canh ctra thang may mé ra, ¢6 gai budc vao dirng doi dién
Shinsuke. Trén guong mat dang nhin thang vao anh do, nu cuodi thoang no
trén moi.

Céanh ctra tur to dong lai, bong dang c6 dan khuat sau ctra thang may.
Shinsuke chgt nghi, ding 1a c6 ay giong mot ngudi anh da gap ¢ dau do.

Quay tr¢ lai quay bar, Shinsuke voi va rtra tay trude khi Chizuko kip
nhan ra, duong nhién l1a khong quén ghi lai may chit viét trén do.

Nhin dong hod, van chua dén muoi hai gio. Hai tiéng nita ké tir gio phut
ndy trd nén dai dang dang hon binh thuong. Long anh rao ruc nhu chuan bi
dén buoi hen dau tién hoi trung hoc. Bao nhiéu nam r61 méi c6 cam gidc nay
nhi? Xém chut nira thi anh bat cuoi mot minh. Vu tai nan cling nhu Narumi
déu bi don vao goc sau cua ndo roi.

Bat ké su sot rudt cua Shinsuke, vi khach cuo61 dén tan hai gid hai muoi
phit maéi1 chiu ra vé. Vi 1a khach quen nén Chizuko cling khong n& duoi
khéo. Khach vira ro1 di1, Shinsuke c¢di luon cai tap dé ra.

“Cau vat va roi. Hom nay bi mudn mdt chut nhi!” Chizuko vira néi vira
stra soan dé vé.

“Ba chu, hom nay t61 s€ tu ve.”

“O1, hiém that day! Cau hen vo1 Narumi a?”

“Vang, cha may khi duoc thé dau.” Shinsuke cudi.



“Thinh thoang ciing phai di hen ho chi.” Ro6i giong Chizuko chung
xubng. “Nguoi d6 lai dén day nhi!”

“Nguoi nao?”

“0 kia, nguoi lac ndo ciing di mot minh ay. Hém nay hinh nhu mic vay
xanh.”

“A...” Shinsuke to vé nhu bay gid méi hiéu Chizuko néi gi. “Vay sao?”

“Cau néi chuyén gi vdi co ta dung khong? DA biét 13 ai chwa?”

“Chua.” Shinsuke lc dau.

“Vay sa0?” Chizuko c6 vé bat man. Nhung rdi gwong mit d6 ngay lap tic
lay lai vé binh thuong vén cé. “Vay nhd cdu mdy viée con lai nhé!”

“Vang, ba vat va roi.”

“Chuac ngu ngon.”

Cho Chizuko vao trong thang mdy rdi, Shinsuke méi nhac dién thoai
trong quan 1én, 4n goi dén diy mudi mot con s6 ma cd gai viét vao tay anh
lac ndy. La s6 dién thoai di dong. Nghe tiéng chudng dién thoai, Shinsuke
thay trong nguc minh ciing dang dap nhanh. Pay c6 dung 1a s6 dién thoai dé
goi dugc cho cd ay khong, hay co ay cho s6 khong goi duoc, hodc ngudi
nhéac dién thoai 1a giong dan 6ng chiang giong giong co iy, nhimg suy nghi
d6 cr lan lugt bua vay trong dau anh. Sau ba lan do chudng, di c6 nguoi
nhac may. Anh nuét khan, nin thé.

Nhung nguoi kia khong néi gi. Hinh nhu cho dau ddy bén nay noéi 1oi dau
tién. Shinsuke ngdp ngung noi: “A 16.”

Puoc mot luc, giong phu nir vang 1€n: “Anh goi mudn thé.”

Shinsuke thé phao nhe nhdm. Giong néi nhu tiéng sdo d6 dich thi 1a cua
co ay.

“Toi xin 16i, khdch mai khong chiu ve.”

“Bay gio anh van ¢ quan do sao?”



“Vang, gio co dang ¢ dau?”

Co gai khong tra 101. “Mot chd rat tt.” CO cudi khiic khich. C6 ay tréu
minh hay sao? Shinsuke hoi buc boi.

“Tbi s& dén don c6. Hiy cho toi dia chi.”

“To1 s€ goi lai. Anh cur doi1 & d6 nhé!”

“Nhung ma...”

Cudc dién thoai ngimg ¢ d6. Shinsuke nhin cham cham éng nghe, khé lic
dau roi ddt nd vé vi tri cii. Anh khong hiéu y muén cia co gai do.

Toém lai, chi c6 mdi viéc doi thoi, nén Shinsuke quyét dinh tit hét dén, chi
chtra mdi bong chd quay bar, ngdi xudng cai ghé danh cho khach va doi dién
thoai. Anh 16i bao thudc Salem Light trong tai 40 khoéc ra, chAm mot diéu.
Lai lam ban cai gat tan vira mat cong rira, nhung dang nao ngudi rira van 1a
anh.

Mot quyén tudn san khach dit trén ban dugc dé vao goc quiy bar.
Shinsuke vira hit thuéc vira 14t nhanh céc trang ra xem. La quyén tap chi
khong danh dé cung cap thong tin ma dé kich thich ham muén tinh duc. Sau
mAy trang anh khoa than cta phu nit 1a chuyén muc gi6i thiéu thong tin cua
céc cira hang trong phd dén do.

Pang doc do bai bao co tidu dé Doi song tinh duc bi mdt dén ngd ngira
ciia gidi nghé si, Shinsuke ngang mat 1én nhin déng ho. Hon ba gid sang roi.

Anh vé6i 6ng nghe dién thoai r6i badm s6. Am thanh dién tir vang 1én khi
bam sb lién tuc mudi mot 1an. Nhung Véng bén tai anh chi c6 am thanh lam
anh hut hang. La tiéng thong bao bén kia tat nguén dién thoai, hodac dang ¢
ving khong c6 séng. Chang con cach ndo, anh dat 6ng nghe vé chd cil.

Anh bét dau nghi chic c6 gai dinh tréu minh thoi. Nghi k¥ thi cling la khi
tu dung co Ay cho sd dién thoai. Hay thdy anh chang bartender nay co vé
thich minh nén choi dua ti ching? Chang c6 gi dam bao 1a c6 Ay khong suy
nghi thé.



Nhung néu thé thi viéc gi phai cho s6 dién thoai that? Binh thuong ngudi
ta s¢ nghi néu cho sb dién thoai that, biét dau bi chang bartender deo bam.
Hay 14 c¢6 Ay nhin rd Shinsuke khong phai loai d6 roi?

Shinsuke doc tiép Doi song tinh duc bi mdt dén ngd ngira cia gidi nghé
si, nhung chang chit nao lot vao dau. Mit anh chi miy méc rugt theo con
chir thoi.

Anh dong tap san lai, ding day. Anh c6 cam giac sé khong c6 cude goi
nao dén nira. Néu vy ma ctr ngdi day thi dung 13 ngu xuan.

Anh vao nha vé sinh di tiéu. Khéng hiéu c6 phai do ¢ trong bong tbi lau
khong ma vao nha vé sinh lai thay sang la luing. Thé nén Shinsuke 6m o
giac nhu viura bung tinh khéi con mo. Pang vay, day la hién thuc. Minh chi
c6 mot minh trén con phé khuya khoat. Chang c6 ai dgi minh & nha, ciing
khong ai dén chd minh ca. Va qua khr cia minh 1a mot mé bong bong.

Anh rira tay r6i rira mit luén. Ngay trén mat c6 treo cai guong. Anh soi
mit minh trong cai guong d6. Mot guong mit 0 rii. Chang ¢ gi du béo 1a s&
thanh cong.

Bit giac nghi dén cai bon rira & nha, tiép theo 13 ky trc 4o giac xoc dén.
Khéng biét tir lac ndo lai cam thay gidng nhu lac & trude bodn rira mit trong
can ho. Gi vay nhi? Cam giac nay 1 gi? Chang bao 1au, giéng véi lan trudc,
cam giac d6 mo dan nhu qua bong bi xi hoi. Khi cam giac d6 qua di, chi con
hién thuc nghiét ngd ¢ lai. Shinsuke nhin guong, nghiéng dau, rdi roi khoi

nha v¢ sinh.

Anh quay lai quay bar, nhung khong ngdi xudéng ghé ma budc vao trong
rira gat tan. Anh liéc nhin cai dién thoai nhung ciing khong dinh nhac 6ng
nghe 1én. Pang nao ciing khong lién lac dugc ma, anh nghi.

Thoi ubng mot ly roi vé, anh quyét dinh nhu vay. Shinsuke tron brandy,
rugu rum trang, rugu Curacao, nudc ép chanh, roi rot vao ly cocktail. Trude
khi ubéng, anh nang ly ruou ngang tdm mat, ném chat 1ong mau ho phach

sang lap lanh. Khi d6, c6 mot thir lot vao thm mat anh. Tim anh nhay loan



Xa. Tréng nguc dap thinh thich, anh tur tir xoay nguoi.

Co gai d6 dang ngdi & ghé trong clng.



Chuong 17

Bc’)ng t6i 10 mo, nhung van du dé thay rd guong mit c6 dang nhin vé phia
bén nay va mim cudi. Chac han ¢6 4m tham vao quan lic anh dang & trong
nha vé sinh. Tir goc t6i, ¢ dang nhin cham cham ly cocktail anh vira lam.
Luc sau, to1 luot hai ngudi cham cha nhin nhau. Shinsuke khong tim ra 161
nao dé néi. Co6 gai hé miéng. “P6 1a cocktail gi vay?”

“La Between the sheets.” Shinsuke dap.

“Between the sheets... dich la & trén giuong nhi?”

“Co 1& vay.”

“Vay cho t61 mot ly.”

Shinsuke van cam cai ly, tur tur tién lai chd cd. Dit ruou trén cai ban noi
¢ dang ngoi.

“Moi c0.”

“T6i ubng duoc chir?”

“Puoc.”

Co véi tay vé phia cai ly, cam 1én bang nhitng ngén tay thon dai. Co vira
nhin guong mit Shinsuke vira dua cai ly lai gan miéng. Bo moi dang hé nu
cuoi. Miéng ly cham vao bo moi do.

Luc udng ruou, c6 nhim mat, cang gd ma 1én. Long may nhiu lai. Nhin
thiy biéu cam say dam do, toan than Shinsuke nhu bi té liét.
>

CO mo6 mat ra. “Ngon qua

Shinsuke ho1 cti xuong, tim cong tac den trén tuong. Anh mudn bat dién.

“Cu dé anh sang thé nay di!” Co noi.



Shinsuke ding tay, nhin c6 gai, dung lac ¢6 uéng ngum thir hai.

“Anh thich ding a?” Co6 hoi.

Shinsuke lién ngdi xudng phia dbi dién co. “T6i nhd 1a cd bao s& goi
dién.”

“Thé t6i goi thi hon 4?”” C6 hoi nguoc lai.

Shinsuke liém moi.

“Co dén quan khac a?”

“Anh thich dén quan khac sa0?” C6 nghiéng dau noi.

Trong c6 nhu dang thich thi nhin g dan ong thay doi thai do lién xoanh
xoach theo 101 néi ctia minh. Shinsuke khong muén 1am c6 mat hing, mait
khac, anh thay thoai mai v4i viéc bi dua gidn nhu thé.

“T6i ubng duoc khong?”

“Mo1 anh.”

Shinsuke nhic nguoi ding day. Khoanh khéc tiép theo, anh nim cai tay
dang cam cdc cia cd. Guong mit cd thoang ngac nhién.

Anh kéo tay c6 vé phia minh roi dit méi vao cai ly, udng tmg uc hon mot
nira chd cocktail con lai trong ly. Ubng xong roi, anh van chua chiu budng
tay cO ra.

Nhung biéu cam nguong ngung trén guong mit cd da bién mat roi. Co
ngang mit 1én, udn nguc, mim cudi nhin Shinsuke. Hinh anh ¢6 chia tay trai
cam ly ruou ra trong nhu tiéu thu quy toc cho phép ngudi hau hon 1én tay
minh.

“C6 hay cho t6i biét tén.”

“Biét rdi thi anh dinh sao?”

“T6i chi mudn biét thoi. Moi viéc vé cd. Khong chi tén ma ca nhitng viée
khac nita. Co sébng & dau? C6 lam viée gi? Co két hon chua? Co ngudi yéu

chua? Va...” Shinsuke siét chit tay co. “Sao ¢ lai toi day?”



“Biét dugc nhimng diéu dé thi co ¥ nghia gi?”

“It nhét t61 cling mudn biét tén chi...” Shinsuke tiép tuc. “Dé toi khong
phai goi thim trong long 13 “co gai ky la’ nira.”

Co gai cuoi khuc khich, xéch go ma, ngude 1én nhin.

“Ruriko.” Co6 noi. “Ruri trong Ruriiro, nghia 12 mau xanh thién thanh.

Mau xanh ngoc.”

Ruriko, anh thi thim trong miéng. Pau ngén tay nhu mat hét stc lyc. Co
nhe nhang rit tay lai.

“Cho to61 cocktail.”

“C6 ubng loai nao?”

“Between the sheets, gidng loai lic ndy.” C6 gio cai ly 1én.

“T6i hiéu r6i.” Shinsuke dimg day.

Luc anh lam cocktail, 6 van ngdi yén vi & ghé trong goc. Anh lic binh
pha cocktail, mat van liéc nhin c¢6. Nhu nhan ra anh mat dang nhin minh, co
vat chéo chan lai. Vay co x¢ doc, dé 16 ra bép dui tréng ng?ln. Anh suyt thi
lam roi binh pha cocktail trén tay.

Shinsuke khong biét cai tén Ruriko d6 13 that hay gia. Khong thé c6
chuyén c6 gai dang thich thu dua gidn véi minh lai dé 106 danh tinh that.
Nhung ma am thanh vang 18n khi goi tén Ruriko rat gidng v6i bau khong khi
tda ra tir co thé co.

Shinsuke dit hai ly cocktail 1én khay, bé ra chd c6. Co gai tu xung la

Ruriko d6 dang cham chu nhin anh.
“Xin 161 vi bat ¢6 doi 1au.” Anh dat mot ly trude mit cb.
Ruriko dua tay véi cai ly, dua 1én miéng udng ma van chim chu nhin anh.
“C6 thay sao?”
“Hoan hdo.”

“Cam on ¢0.” Shinsuke ngo61 xuong ghé doi dién, dinh véi tay lay ly cua



minh.

Co gai lién dua ly ciia minh ra trudc mat Shinsuke.

“Chang phai anh dinh udng céc nay sao?”

Shinsuke nhin vao mat cd. P6i mat 1ap lanh quyén rii 4y ciing nhin lai.
Trong d6i mit ay an chta ca thtr anh sang nguy hiém khién nguoi ta lién
tudng dén dong vat an thit ho meo.

Shinsuke ngam hiéu 14 c¢6 bao anh uong giong lac ndy. C6 gai nay hinh
nhu khong ghét viéc bi cudng €p.

Shinsuke nam lay tay phai dang cam ly ctia ¢ gidng ban ndy, r6i cb 16
n6 vé phia minh.

Nhung lan ndy ¢ phan khang. Shinsuke cam gidc nhu minh bi kéo nguogc
lai béng mot luc manh dén ngac nhién.

Anh dinh buéng ra. Nhung nhu doc duoc suy nghi cta anh, ¢6 gai dat not
tay trai 1én tay phai Shinsuke, nhu mudén néi ding budng tay t6i ra. Ruriko
van nam tay anh, dua moi minh lai gan ly cocktail. Tinh thé nguoc han véi
lic ndy. Ly cocktail gan can roi. Co dit ly xudng ban, nhung van khong dinh
budng tay anh ra.

Co dung ddy ma van nam tay phai cua anh.

Co tiéng vai sot soat. Co nhin Xuéng Shinsuke, no mot nu cuoi d?ly an y.

Anh m& miéng dinh noi gi d6 that hop véi tinh hudng nay. Ruriko dot
nhién ngdi 1én ngudi Shinsuke, rdi choang hai tay qua co anh.

Chang kip n6i 101 gi nita. Lac nhan ra thi doi moi co6 da dit 1én méi
Shinsuke r6i. Anh cam thay toan than minh dong ctng. Tim dap thinh thich.

Ludi Ruriko day moi Shinsuke mé ra. Anh chi biét tiép nhan. Ngay sau
d6, chat long lanh toat duoc trit vao miéng anh. La cocktail lic ndy. Anh
udng thir cocktail d6. Vi ngot té budt oc lan tir miéng dén toan co thé. Trong

phut chdc, anh thay hoa mat.

Rugu tran ra khoe moi, chay xudng ma, xuong c6. Ludi Shinsuke cling



dan vao ludi c6. Hai tay 6m eo c0, r0i ha dan hai tay xudng.

TAt ¢6 bi chan lai boi vong nit. Thé nén néu lan tay Xuéng, co thé tan
hudng cam giac khi so vao lan da 10 ra. Da Ruriko min mang va mém mai.

Cudi cung, ¢ ciing roi méi ra. Nude bot dinh dinh nhu ching to. C6 liém
quanh méi, cti xudng nhin gwong mit Shinsuke. Mit ¢ sang 1én mot cach
dang so.

Ruriko udn nguoi, co dich ra déng sau mot chut, roi tut xuéng khoéi chan
Shinsuke, tir tir cti thdp xudng. Hai tay co lan so toan than anh. Mudi ngén
tay nhu sau bo lc nhuc. Ngon tay d6 1an téi that lung Shinsuke. Doi tay diéu
luyén nhu bac thay d6 nhanh chong cdi thit lung ra, kéo khoa xudng.

Mai nghi xem Ruriko dinh lam gi, Shinsuke nhom day. C6 nhe nhang kéo
quan cta anh xudng.

Tay phai c¢6 cham dén d6, toan than Shinsuke run 18n, noi hét da ga. Mai
Ruriko mé hé ra. Anh cam thdy nhu mot ludng dién chay doc khip xuwong
song.

Khoai cam trao dang nhu con séng, chi phdi than kinh Shinsuke. Anh ¢6
lay hai tay 6m nhe dau cd. Nhin 1én trin nha, miéng anh ha ra, thd gip nhu
con c4 bj thiéu 6xy.

Shinsuke khong rd bao nhiéu thoi gian da tréi qua. Nghi rang khong chiu
thém duoc nira, Ruriko dot nhién ro1 moi ra. Shinsuke thd dai mot tiéng.

Ruriko dimg day. Téi lugt c¢6 nhin Shinsuke, r6i uén éo co thé. Vong nit
tién that day, Shinsuke dinh bong dua. Nhung miéng khong chuyén dong
noi.

Van di doi gidy cao got, cb tréo 1én ngdi trén ngudi Shinsuke nhu lac ndy.

Ruriko bat dau chuyén dong. Shinsuke dap lai nhip chuyén dong do.
Khoai cam bi kim nén mot thoi gian gio bao boc 1y ngudi anh.

Chuyén dong cua Ruriko cang manh mé& hon. Co thé gap, pha hoi thé am

noéng vao mat Shinsuke. Hoi thd thom ngot d6 dua khoai cam cua Shinsuke



lén dén cao trao.

C6 ngtra mit 18n troi, dua tay sd 18n toc. Hai tay ¢6 ludn sdu vao mai toc.
Vai gidy sau, Shinsuke nhin thdy mot diéu khong thé tin duoc. Lic Ruriko
buong tay ra khoi mai toc minh, mai toc do dai qua vai. Trude day no chi dai
chdm vai thoi.

Nhung moi thic mac d rd rang. Vi trong tay phai c¢6 cam céi gi d6 nhu
bui toc den. La c6 dung kep giir toc.

Tai sao co phai gidu di mai toc dai? Nghi van d6 luét qua dau Shinsuke.
Nhung ciing chi dimg lai & mirc luét qua thoi. Con séng khoai cam lan luot
trao dang cudn troi moi suy nghi cta anh.

Chang bao lau sau, khoai cam dang cao téi muc co thé khong thé lam
duoc gi. Anh bat gidc rén ri. Toan than chuyén dong, trat toan bd duc vong
vao cd gai. Cam giac y thire hon loan nhu chay khap co thé. Lac do, Ruriko
nham mat lai, ngira nguoi ra sau.

Shinsuke chd doi cai két, co ngang c6 1én. Nhin xubéng guong mait
Shinsuke. Anh bat dau nghi cd gai nay giéng ai d6. Nhung nghi mai khong
ra.

Ruriko nhanh chéng lui nguoi lai. Nhung Shinsuke thi khong cir dong
no6i. Toan than anh ra roi. Nhung 13 su rd roi ddy ngdy ngat.

Co gai roi khoi co thé Shinsuke, nhac tui 1én, bo vao d6 cai kep toc thao
ra luc nay.

D6 1a cai kep toc a? Shinsuke nhd lai lac co dén quan nay lan dau tién.
Khi d6, c6 dé mai toc cuc ngén, 16 c4 doi tai ra. Roi khi dén quan lan tiép
theo, mai toc lai dai hon lan truéc. Shinsuke di nghi rang ding 1a mot co gai
ky la, vi mai toc cu dan dan dai ra nhu vay.

Luc anh mai nghi diéu d06, c6 gai dd nhat d6, ludn qua doi chan van x0
gidy. Thay thé, Shinsuke voi vang kéo quan 1én.

Mic d6 xong, ¢ hat toc. Mai toc dai dén ngang lung.



“Vay nhe!” Co noi. Poan di vé phia ctra.

“Cho da!” Shinsuke goi lai. “Co ¢ day thém chut nira di!”

Co quay dau lai, gwong mit day kho hiéu. “Dé 1am gi?”

“Pé lam gi thi...”

“A, dung roi, toi phai tra tién cocktail.” Co6 mé tai, rat t& muodi nghin yén
trong vi ra, dit 1én quay bar. “Vay, chic anh nga ngon.”

Shinsuke ngdi day, toan chay theo nhung c6 xua tay ngan lai.

“Chtc ngu ngon.” C6 ndi 1an nira rdi bién mat sau canh cira.

Shinsuke khong thé dudi theo. Chan anh nhu bi tring bua mé, khong cur
dong ndi. Cho cho bong dang c6 khuat han, anh ngdi xudng ghé.

Anh cam giac nhiing viéc xay ra lic nidy nhu mot gidc mo. C6 khi nao
minh dang ngt, va co gai tén Ruriko d6 chua timg xuat hién? Nhung bang
chtng d6 khong phai 1a mo, cam giac vira roi van con luu lai trén ngudi anh.
ROi trén ban van dit hai ly cocktail, mot ly con nguyén chua dong dén.

Pit hai ly d6 1én khay, bé dén chd quay bar, co thé anh con nguong
ngung, dau éc thi dang trdi tan phuong nio.

Don dep xong, anh rdi quan. Nhung anh giat thot tim khi dong ctra, chd

tay nam cira c6 treo mot cai dién thoai di dong.
Shinsuke cam cai dién thoai d6 1én. Ngén tay anh run ray.
Sao lai la thir nay? Anh dua cai dién thoai 1€n sat mat minh, nin thé.

C6 mui huong cua c6 gai do trén dién thoai.



Chuong 18

Lﬁc chudng ctra reo, Shinsuke dang nim trén giuong. Anh ciing dinh ngu
xuyeén trua du hom nay la ngay thuong. Hom nay la thir Bay, quan dong ctra
dinh ky. Ma dém qua c6 vi khach ngéi maéi méi chiu vé, nén dén tan gén bon
gid sang moi dong ctra quan duoc. Cai dong ho hen gio hay dung hom nay
cling khong bat. Néu khong bi 1am phién, anh phai ngu t4i chiéu.

Tiéng chudng cira van khong tha cho anh, tiép tuc vang lén. Pinh lo di
ma khong xong, anh danh ngdi diy. Anh la ngudi hiéu rd nhat cai tat xong
xudi rdi méi dé tam do 1a gi.

Shinsuke nhic éng nghe cia chudng ctra 1én, ndi bang giong git gong:
“Vang, t61 nghe.”

“Amemura, lau khong gip. Toi 1a Kozuka ¢ don canh sat Nishiazabu
day.” Giong noi tram tram nhung van nghe rd qua dién thoai. La giong noi
anh di timg nghe. Guong mit thon dai, anh mat sac lanh hién 1én trong dau
anh.

“Ong Kozuka a? C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Toi c6 chuyén mudn ndi. Cau md ctra gitip t6i duge khong?” Chic nghi
rang Shinsuke van nhd minh nén 101 ndi ctia 6ng ta khong ¥ tir gi hét.

“A, vang.”

Gi vay nhi, Shinsuke nghi. Trong dau Shinsuke nghi dén Narumi. C6
chuyén gi xay ra v6i co ay chang? Nhung anh ngay lap tirc pht nhan. Anh da
dén don canh sat Fukagawa dé trinh bao vy mat tich cua c6 nén chic chin
khong lién quan gi dén d6n Nishiazabu.

Trudc khi mo ctra, anh nhom ra ngodi qua 18 nhin. Anh nhin thay thanh



tra Kozuka. Khong thay vién thanh tra tré tudi ma anh gip lan truéc. Khi mo
ctra ra, da thay Kozuka cudi néi rat niém no.

“Chao cau, xin 13i vi dén 1am phién luc cau nghi.”

“Cé6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Khoéng, cling khong dén murc co chuyén gi. La mot vu khac, ¢6 vai diém
lwu tAm, nén t6i nghi cdu cling muén nghe.”

“La vu gi vay?”

“Vu Kishinaka.” Noéi roi, vién thanh tra chi tay vao dau Shinsuke. “Vét
thuong trén dau cau khoi roi u? Hinh nhu thao bing roi.”

“Thé c6 chuyén gi?” Shinsuke dap. “Nguoi d6 c6 viée gi khong?”

Shinsuke ltic ndo ciing phan van, khong biét phai goi Kishinaka Reiji nhur
thé nao. Néu goi ké da tan cong minh 1a ‘Kishinaka’ thi budn cudi qua.
Nhung vén di anh ta lai 1a chong ctia ngudi bi hai trong vu tai nan anh giy
ra.

“U, néu dugc, t6i mudn vao trong no1 chuyén,” Kozuka gai gai ma.

“Vay moi Ong vao.”

4

“Vo... a khong, nguot y€u cua cau, c6 ay c¢6 nha khong?” Ong ta vua

thdo giay vira nhom vao trong nha.

“Sa0?” Shinsuke ndi. “A, dang lic co y khong co nha.”

“Vay sa0?” Ong ta khong hoi 1y do ¢6 vang nha 1a gi. Chic ciing chang
quan tam.

Shinsuke moi dng ta ngdi xudng ghé. Sau dé, anh cho nudc vao may pha

ca phé, 1ay cai binh dung bot ca phé tir trong ti lanh ra.
“Ong udng ca phé nhé?” Shinsuke nhét thi loc vao may.
“Khéng can mat cong thé dau.”
“Tbi ciing mudn udng ma, vira nga diy nén dau 6¢ con mo mang.”

Anh dinh mia mai vién thanh tra vi minh bi danh thtc boi tiéng chudng



cura, nhung 6ng ta khong c6 phan tng gi.

“Vay to1 khong ngai nira nhe.”

“Thé c6 chuyén gi vay? T6i tudng vu d6 két thic rdi.” Shinsuke hoi.

“Duong nhién 1a ching t61 cling nghi vay. Ban biu nhitng vu khac, thu
thue 14 ching t6i cling mudn nhanh chéng rat khoi cai vu chang biét nguyén
do 1a gi 4y.”

“Nhung lai c6 tinh tiét nao khién khong thé rat lui dugc a?”

“Ding vay.” Kozuka cho tay vao ti 40 khoac. Tudng ong ta 16i ra quyén
sO canh sat, ma khong phai, ong ta 16i ra bao thudc 1a. “Toi hut & day duoc
khong?”

“Mo1 6ng!” Shinsuke léy cai gat tan trén bon rira mat, dit trude mat ong
ta.

“Sau vu an d6, ciu bj mat tri nhé nhe dang khong? Sau doé thi sao roi?
Cau nho lai hét chua?” Vién thanh tra rit diéu thudc, chdm lira va hoi.

“Chura thé no6i 1a nhé hét. Van co nhimg viéc toi quén roi.”

“Vay 4? Vi bi tan cong vao dau nén kha 1a mat thoi gian nhi?” Lam vé
mit nhu thau hiéu 1am, vién thanh tra rit thudc. “Nhing ky tc lién quan dén
Kishinaka Reiji thi sao? Du ciu tirg noi 1a gip anh ta lan dau tién vao dém
bi tAn cong, thé trudc d6 cau timg gip anh ta chuwa?”

“Theo nhu to1 nhé thi chua.”

“Vay sao? Thé thi cling khong co gi khac.” Vién thanh tra gat dau, tiép
tuc hat thudc. “Dém do, cau cé nodi chuyén voi Kishinaka Reiji dung khong?
Cau khai 12 néi vé rugu.”

“Co noi veé Irish Cream.”

“Ngoai ra con chuyén gi nita khong?”

“Cai d6 toi khai may lan roi. C6 da qua mot chut vé cong viée cua toi.
Anh ta hoi t6i c6 gip chuyén gi kho chiu khéng? Roi néu gip thi s& 1am gi
cho hét khé chiju?”



“Anh ta khong néi gi vé minh a? Vi du nhu noi anh ta song hay chd anh
ta hay dén?”

“Anh ta hdu nhu khong néi gi vé ban than minh, ngoai vi¢c di trang mat ¢
Hawaii, trén chuyén bay vé Nhat thi uéng Irish Cream.”

Shinsuke dua tay v&i hai céi cbc trén gia dung bat, dat bén canh may pha
ca phé. Tir may pha ca phé, hoi nuéc bdc 1én ngin ngut. Ting giot dung dich
mau nau bat dau roi ti tach xubng binh dung.

“R6t cude c6 chuyén gi? Sao dén luc ndy ong con hoi viée d6?” Loi noi
ctia Shinsuke an chira ca ndi buc doc.

Vién thanh tra tho dai, dong thoi nha ra lan khoi thude. Ong ta lai cho tay
vao tai 40 khoac. Nhung lan nay khong phai 13y ra bao thudc, ma 1a mot cai
tui ni long nho. Trong d6 c6 mat cai chia khoa.

“T6i dang phan van vé thir nay.”

“Cai chia khoa nay 1 gi thé?” Shinsuke dinh so tay vao tai ni 16ng, nhung
anh chua kip cham vao, vién thanh tra da nhanh tay giat lai.

“Pay 1a ctia Kishinaka Reiji. Lic tim thay thi thé anh ta, né duoc nhét
trong tai quan.”

“C6 phai chia khoa nha khong?”

“No61 dung ra thi c6 hai chia khéa. Mot cai nhu cau no6i 1a chia khda nha,
nhung con cai ndy ching to6i khong biét 1 chia khoa gi. Cu timg thay no
chua?”

“Ong cho t6i xem nao.”

Shinsuke chia tay ra, Kozuka ddt cd tai ni long 1én long ban tay anh.
Chiéc chia khoa mau vang dong. Néu mai nhén s& sang 1én nhu vang. Phan
nhét vao 0 hinh chit nhat phang, trén bé mit chia c6 vai chd go 1én.

“Trong khong giéng chia khoa kho dé d6 hay xe 6 t0.”

“Toi thir dén chd 1am cta anh ta r6i. Nhung khong thay cai 6 nao khép

voi1 chia nay ca. Khong nghi ngo gi nira, d6 1a chia khoa nha. Co 1€ 1a chia



ctia nha cao tang hodc chung cu.”

“Khac chia nha t6i.” Shinsuke tra lai chiéc chia.

“T6i biét.” Kozuka mim cudi, cit cai chia vao tai. “Ban nady, trudc khi an
chudng, t6i di xac nhan roi.”

Miéng Shinsuke l¢éch di.

“Muc dich dau tién cua ong khi dén day 1a vay nhi?”

“U, dung vay.”

“Anh ta c6 chia khoa nao thi ciing ké cht! Chang c6 quy dinh ndo cdm
khong dugc c6 chia khoa khac ngoai chia khoa nha.”

“Binh thuong thi 13 thé. Nhung day thi khac.”

“Vianhta tu tora?”

Thanh tra Kozuka khong tra 161, né6 mdt nu cuoi an Vv va lac dau. Shinsuke
d3 hiéu 6ng ta nghi gi.

“Ong nghi khong phai tu sat u?” Shinsuke héi. C6 chit ngac nhién.

Vién thanh tra dip mau thudc vao gat tan, tay con lai gii 1én ma.

“Tinh hinh thi r5 12 nhu thé. Hau nhu khong c6 cin ctr ndo dé phu dinh
diéu d6. Thé nén S¢ Canh sat ciing chang ctr thém nhan vién diéu tra dén,
cling khong thanh 14p t6 diéu tra ndo. Pon trudong chd t6i cling khong may
quan tam.”

“Nhung 6ng Kozuka khong nghi vay. Ma nghi ngo day khong phai vu tu
tor binh thuong.” Shinsuke chi ngon tay vao vién thanh tra.

“Panh tra 101 thé nay. T6i khong nghi d6 don gian 1a ty tir.”

“Vay sao? Ty tir thi ciing c6 don gian va phirc tap u? Lan dau tién t6i
nghe d6.” Shinsuke dimg day, rot ca phé vao cdc. “Ong co can duong hay
stra khong?”’

“Khoéng can dau.”

Shinsuke cAm hai tach ca phé, quay lai ban. Pat mot tach trudec mat vién



thanh tra.

“Cam on cau.” Kozuka dui diéu thudc vao gat tan, hup ca phé. “Ngon
lam, dung 13 nghé ctia cau nhi!”

“Tbi 1a bartender ma. Chang lién quan gi dén ca phé ca. Néu c6 méy pha
ca phé thi ai cling pha duoc nhu thé.”

“Viéc gi cling tuy vao cach nghi. U, thom qua!” Ong ta xoay xoay cai
tach & dudi mili nhur mot chuyén gia ném ruou.

“Nay ong Kozuka, 6t cudc 1a co chuyén gi vay? Cho toi biét thém chut
thong tin di! Néu biét diéu gi, t6i s& hop tac gitp d& 6ng ma.”

Nghe Shinsuke no6i, vién thanh tra nhun vai.

“Co6 mudn ndi thi ciing chua c6 thong tin gi dang noi ca, chang con cach
nao.” Ong ta hiip ca phé mot cach ngon lanh, roi thd phao nhin Shinsuke.
“T6i dd nodi véi cau can ho ma chung t6i tim thiy xac cta Kishinaka ¢ dau
chua?”

“Kiba, quan Koutou.” Shinsuke dap. “Ong néi 1a Sunny House.”

“Cau nho ro that déy.”

“Ciling mang mang thoi.”

Anh khéng néi chuyén minh d3 dén cin ho do.

“Khoang gan ba thang trudc khi chét, hinh nhu Kishinaka khong song &
can ho do.”

“Vay sao? Vay anh ta song & dau?”

“T6i khong biét. Nhung chic chan la anh ta ngl nghi & mot noi khéc.
Buu pham va bao day dén ndi khong nhét ndi vao hom thu, quan 1y chung cu
phai vai 1an xép phan tran ra trudc cira phong anh ta. Ho hang hay ban be
déu néi hau nhu anh ta toan di Véng luc ho goi dién dén nha. Luong dién,
gas, nuéc st dung trong ba thang trudc khi anh ta chét giam dot ngdt. Tu
lanh hau nhu tréng khong, nhimng thir trong d6 toan hét han sir dung roi.

Ciing khong phai 1a anh ta hoan toan khong & do, vi thinh thodng nguo6i quan



Iy c6 thay anh ta xuat hién.”

“Nghia la cai chia khoa lac ndy...”

“Néu nghi né 1a chia khoa mot noi & khéac cia Kishinaka thi c¢6 vé hop 1y.
Nhung néu vay thi né & chd nao? Néu khong 1am rd duoc diéu do, t6i khong
thdy yén long véi vu ndy duoc. Nhung khi hoi nhitng nguoi c6 lién quan,
chang ai biét gi. Vay nén toi dén gip anh thé nay ciing 1a hét cach roi dy.”

Khéng biét tir ltc nao, ong ta da doi cach goi tir ‘cau’ thanh ‘anh’, nhung
Shinsuke cling chang thém dé tam.

“Néu mot nguoi dan ong truong thanh lai c6 mot chd khac dé nga ngoai
can nha minh 6...”

“La chd ctia phu nit nhi? Viéc d6 anh khong néi thi toi ciing nghi toi roi.”
Kozuka cham lira diéu thudc the hai. “Nhung thtr nghi xem. Néu c6 nguoi
phu nit khac & bén ngoai thi sao dén gid anh ta con cam han ké gay ra tai nan
cho vo minh m§t nam rudi trudc?”

bung la vay, Shinsuke nghi va im lang.

“Né6i 1a vdy, nhung ma...” Kozuka bim mdi, tho ra lan khéi tring.
“Khong phai xung quanh Kishinaka khong c6 nguoi phy nir nao.”

Dinh udng ca phé, Shinsuke ngang mat 1én khoi cai tach. ..

“Noi vay la...”

“Canh cin ho cta Kishinaka ¢ c6 mot gia dinh sinh song.” Kozuka bat
dau néi bang giong nghiém trong. “Can ho kha chat, chi c6 hai phong va bép
tho1, dira con trai hoc cép ba. La mdt dura tré nhu bao dura tré khac, say mé
nhac rock va xe phan khéi 1on. Pua tré d6 dao gan day noéi mot diéu rat ky
la. Vao mot dém, lac hon muoi hai gio, cu cdu vé nha thi nhin thdy mot phu
nir di ra tir can ho cua Kishinaka.”

“Ha?” Shinsuke gat dau. “Thé thi tot chir sao! Vo chét vi tai nan réi. Thi

thoang cling nén c6 may chuyén do.”

Shinsuke nghi t&i nhitng t& roi mau hong hang ngay dugce nhét vao hom



thu cia chung cu. Trén d6 ghi may dong nhu sau “Du ban ¢ khach san,
chung cu, hay di cong tac ¢ bat ctr noi dau, chung t6i s& gidi thiéu nhiing co
gai phu hop nhat v4i ban. Poi bao nhiéu lan cling duoc.” Kha nang 16n 1a
Kishinaka Reiji muén quén di ndi buén mat vo nén di goi dén sé dién thoai
in trén to ro1 do.

“Puong nhién néu phy nit thudng xuyén ra vao can ho do thi cha nodi lam
gl. Néu anh ta khong pham phap, va cé sirc khoe. Van dé 13 cai ngay ciu
nhéc d6 nhin thiy co.”

“La ngay nao vay?”

“Pém trudc hom chung toi phat hién ra thi thé ctia Kishinaka.”

“Ha?” Shinsuke bat gidc mo trimg mat. “Dém trudc... nhung khi ay
nguoil do da...”

“Pung vay.” Kozuka cham rai gat dau. “Kishinaka d3 chét roi.”

“Nghia 13 nguoi phu nit d6 da phat hién ra thi thé anh ta.”

“DPung vay. Nhung cd ta khong bio canh sat. Chung t61 phat hi¢n ra thi
thé d6 vao luc dén tim Kishinaka dé diéu tra vé vu anh bi tin cong.”

“Tai sao ngudi phy nit d6 lai khong trinh bao nhi?” Shinsuke lam bam.

Kozuka cong méi cuoi.

“Thay chua, anh d4 hiéu tAm trang cta toi khi mudn noéi dé6 khong don
gian la vu tu to chua?”

“Co thé nguoi phu nit ¢6 khong than quen véi Kishinaka, lai ghét dinh
vao may chuyén phirc tap nén khong trinh bao.”

“Khong c6 kha nang d6 dau.” Vién thanh tra phu dinh.

“Sao lai thé?”

“Anh thtr nghi xem. Nguo1 phu nit 6 ¢6 quan h¢ gi véi Kishinaka? Anh
nghi ¢6 ta 14 gai ban hoa ding khong? Gia st nhu vay thi ai goi co ta dén?
Theo thoi gian tir vong thi dém d6 Kishinaka da chét roi. Nguoi chét sao ma

goi gai dén dugc. Néu khong phai gai ban hoa, khong phai duge goi dén ma



tu dung dém d6 lai t6i thi that la néu khong phai c6 quan hé mat thiét véi
Kishinaka.”

“Vay a?” Nhirng 101 Kozuka n6i qua 1a hop ly.

“Néu cau hoc sinh cép ba kia dua ra 101 khai sém hon thi ching t61 da
khong dé& dang két luan vu d6 1a tu tir. Bay gio ma néi ra nhiing 1oi d6 thi
chang khac nao bao ching t6i da két luan sai.” Vién thanh tra chép miéng.

“Thé cac ong khong do hoi thong tin xung quanh a?”

“Chtng t6i di do hoi roi. Co phai 1a khong dau. Nhung cau nhoc kia gidu
nhem thong tin d6 di. Lai con dua ra 1y do rit v& van.” Vién thanh tra buc
doc noi.

“Do 1a gi vy, céi Iy do vé van do ay?”

“Suyt, khong nén nghe thi hon. Nghe xong c6 khi lai hdi hian d6.” Vién
thanh tra nhin dong hé r6i dimg day. “T6i phién anh 1au qué roi. C6 may van
dé phién ha nén dam ra t6i dén day dé than thd mat roi. Néu duoc, anh hiy
quén di nhé!

Kozuka di vé phia ctra, Shinsuke dudi theo.

“Xin 16, ong cho t6i biét mot chuyén duoc khong?”

“Con tuy xem cau hoi do to1 co tra 101 dugc khong da.” Kozuka x6 chan
vao giay va noi.

“Kishinaka co6 lam gi Kiuchi Haruhiko khong?”

“Kiuchi?” Kozuka lam vé mat nhu bi Itira gat.

“Kiuchi Haruhiko 4y ma. La ngudi d3 gy tai nan cung t6i. Mot ngudi
nita 13 nguyén nhan gay ra cai chét cho Kishinaka Minae.”

Khong 1y nao canh sat khong biét Kiuchi Haruhiko, vi khi diéu tra vu
Shinsuke bi tin cong, ho cling tra xét k¥ cang vu tai nan mot nam rudi trudc.

“Kiuchi ha?” Kozuka nhin bang quo, roi thd dai. “Nguoi d6 ding 1a ky
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la.



“Ky la a?”

“That ra chung t6i mai chua gip dugc anh ta. Ping 1a thoi diém kho
khan. Ban than anh ta hinh nhu ciing khong bi Kishinaka tiép cin, nén chung
t61 budc phai két luan 1a khong c6 lién quan dén vu tdn céng anh.”

Loi n6i ciia Kozuka tré nén 1ap ling. C6 18 tryc giac nghé nghiép cua ong
ta cing bi kich thich khi nhic dén Kiuchi.

Chic nghi rang khéng dugc dé 16 thém thong tin ndo ra nira, Kozuka noi

‘Vay t61 xin phép’ va céo lui.



Chuong 19

Hom ba gid chiéu, Shinsuke dap xe ra ngoai dn. Anh #n trora mudn tai quan
an quen thudc & phd Monzennaka. Py 1a 1an dau tién anh t6i quan nay mot
minh. Binh thuong thi lic nao ciing di cung Narumi. Roi khoi quan, anh bat
chot dut tay vao hai tGi quan ka ki. Hai tay anh cham phai cai gi d6. Loi ra
thi ca hai déu 1a dién thoai di dong. Tay trai la dién thoai mau den, tay phai
13 mau bac. Anh nhét chiéc dién thoai mau bac vao lai trong tui. Chiéc mau
den la dién thoai cua Shinsuke. Anh dung n6 goi cho Narumi. Nhung doan

trude chin muoi chin phan tram la khong lién lac duogc.

Qua ding nhu dy doan. Am thanh anh nghe thiy 13 thong bao dau bén kia
dang ¢ vung khong két ndi dién thoai hodc dién thoai tét nguén. Anh nhanh
chong clip may, roi x6a ludn ca sb ciia Narumi luu trong dién thoai.

Anh c6 chut budén. Nhung chi vay théi. Cam giac thoai mai voi su dat
khoat ctia minh ciing khong phai 13 it. Anh quyét dinh 13 s& khong nghi dén
Narumi nira.

Tiép dén, Shinsuke cat dién thoai den vao tdi, 16i ra chiéc dién thoai mau
bac tur tai bén phai. Pay duong nhién khong phai di¢n thoai cua anh, ma cua
cd gai ty xung 1a Ruriko dé lai hom trude. Pém d6, anh mang chiéc dién
thoai nay vé, doi né reo dén tan sang. Vi nghi rang khong thé c6 chuyén co
gai Ay b quén nén anh cat nghia 1 c6 d¢ lai phwong tién dé lién lac voi anh.

Nhung d3 may ngay troi qua, dién thoai chang hé d6 chudng. Co gai do
cling khong dén quan. Nhung Shinsuke tin rang chiéc dién thoai nay 1a soi
day lién h¢ duy nhat véi ¢o, nén hém qua anh dén cira hang tién lg1 mua sac

pin cho n6. Anh s¢ néu hét pin thi so1 day lién lac s€ bi duat doan.



Nghi dén dém do, Shinsuke van con lang lang. Muong tuong lai vi
cocktail cd6 gai mdm bang moi lan téa trong miéng, co thé anh lai rao ryc.
D061 m61 mém mai, lan da min mang, sy hung phan khi di vao co thé co, tat

ca van con khac sau trong tim tri.

Anh muén gip Ruriko. Anh thanh tdm uéc nguyén dugce gip co. Nhung
chang c6 cach nao dé gap.

Chiéc dién thoai co dé lai chi luu duy nhat mot s. Anh khong biét goi
dén sb day thi c6 tim dén duoc chd co khong.

Shinsuke tim s6 d06, an nit goi. Anh nghe thay tiéng chudng bén tai. Tim
anh dap thinh thich.

C6 tin hiéu roi. Ba lan, bon 1an, 1an tht ndm... Co thé lién lac roi.

“Vang... cam on ban vi dd goi dén. Bay gio t6i dang dé ché do hop thu
thoai. Sau thong bao nay, néu ban dé lai tén, s dién thoai va 1y do goi, t61 s€

goi lai sau.”

Shinsuke dap may trudc khi nghe dén tiéng chudng. Pay khong phai 1an
dau tién anh nghe thay thong bao nay. Thay so dién thoai luu trong mdy, anh
d3 goi ngay 1ap tirc. Sau d6 ciing goi thém vai lan nita, nhung lan nao ciling
nghe thay thong bao nay.

That ra, & 1an goi thir hai, Shinsuke di dé lai 101 nhan. C6 hiy goi lai cho
Amemura & quan Myoga. Tén cta Shinsuke c6 thé c6 khong biét, nhung
nghe dén ‘Myoga’ thi chic chian phai biét cht.

Van d¢ 1a tin nhan cia anh c6 dén dugc chd Ruriko khong? Giong noi
nghe trong thong bao hinh nhu khong phai cua ¢6. Shinsuke tin vao tai minh.
Néu 1a cing mot nguoi thi chac chan anh sé& biét.

C6 khi sd dién thoai luu trong nay 13 s may ban ctia mot ngudi xa la
cling nén. Néu bi mot nguoi dan 6ng khéng quen biét dé lai 161 nhin thi chu
nhan cta sb dién thoai nay chic s& théy sg 1am. Nghi vay, tu lan goi thur ba,

anh khong d¢é lai bat cr 16i nhan nao.



Nhung tai sao ) nay lac nao cling dé ché do Véng mat? That la lung,
Shinsuke thi mong ngudi nhac may 1a mot ai d6 khong phai Ruriko ciing
duoc. Luu trong nay rdi thi chac phai 1a nguoi quen cta cd. Du ¢6 bi xem 1a
kha nghi, nhung anh muon lay 1y do nao d6 dé hoi cho bang duogc dia chi

lién hé cua Ruriko.

Nhung ma chang c6 ai budn nhic may.

Shinsuke nhét dién thoai vao tai, leo 1én xe dap. Anh dap xe vé hudng
can ho cua minh.

Anh chot nhin ra mét diéu lac dap xe. Gan dén nha nhung anh khong
giam toc dd ma ctr thé di thang, chang bao lau sau, d3 dén duong Kasaibashi.
Pén giao thong dang 13 mau do. Bén day anh médi bop phanh.

Trong ltc chd doi dén giao thong, anh rat vi ra. Trong ngin dung tién co
nhét to gidy ghi nhd.

“Kiuchi Haruhiko, quan Chuo, phé Nihonbashihama, phong 505, Garden
Palace.”

La manh gidy viét voi lac Ejima doc cho.

Anh khong dinh gip Kiuchi, chi 13 to6 mo mudn xem anh ta song ¢ noi
nao. V&i Kishinaka ciing vy, Shinsuke don thuan 14 dé tam dén ai do, va
mudn xem noi nhan vat d6 séng théi. D6 ¢6 18 1a mot tat xau kho bd. Anh cd
cam giac néu nhin tin mat noi ai d6 séng thi s& phan nao hiéu duoc d6 13
nguoi thé nao. Hién nhién diéu d6 ciing chi dimg lai & mic ‘c6 cam giac’ thé
thoi.

Tu lac biét réng 6 hai chiéc 6 t6 lién quan té1 vu tai nan, Shinsuke da
thay ky la. Tai sao Kishinaka chi tan cong anh? Néu mudn bao thu cho vo thi
phai tra thu ca Kiuchi chtr, @6 chang phai cach nghi binh thuong sao? Hay 1a
Kishinaka nghi rang tat ca trach nhiém phai dé cho nguoi gy ra vu tai nan la
Shinsuke ganh hét? Anh ciing nghi mai t&i 10i néi ciia Kozuka. Ong ta bao
Kiuchi 1a mot nguoi ky la, rét cudc 1a sao nhi?

Dén giao thong chuyén xanh roi, anh dap xe di tiép. Bing qua con dudng



Kasaibashi, chay thang dén hudng bac. Con thém vai cai dén giao thong nira,
nhung may thay khong c6 céi 6 t6 nao nén anh da kip vugt qua lic den xanh.
R& trai vao dudng Kiyosubashi, chay vé phia tdy. Biang qua cau Kiyosu, néu
chay vuot qua ngd tu giao voi duong Shinohashi, s& dén khu sé 2 phd
Nihonbashihama.

Chung cu Garden Palace xay ngay trudc cong vien Hamachou. Hinh nhu
trén tang bay. Tudng toa chung cu trong lanh 180 nhu kim loai. Pung giita

cong vién Hamachou, c6 thé nhin thdy nha hat Meijiza.

Shinsuke dé xe dap dudi duong, budc vao chung cu d6. Ngay bén trai 1a
phong bao vé, bén trai phong 1a ctra kinh dong mé tu dong. Ddi dién céi cira
do6 1a sanh cho thang may to nhu sanh khach san.

Trong phong bao vé cé mot nguoi dan 6ng mic dong phuc vai mai toc
bac trang. Ong ta dang 16i hai viét gi d6, roi chic biét ai d6 dang nhin minh
nén ngang dau lén.

Shinsuke 1am bd nhu khong biét gi va di thang vao. Pi sau vao bén trong,
c6 mot ddy hom thu. May cho anh, n6é nam & goc khut nén khong ai nhin
thay.

Anh nhin thdy hom thu ctia phong 505. Khong thay bién tén.

Shinsuke ron rén 4n ngén tay vao khe nhét thu, mo ra. Bdo ngdy hom nay
van chua ldy ra. Buu pham dugc xép 18n trén may to bao do, ludn tay vao sé
cham dén.

Anh kiém tra lai xem c6 ai nhin khong, rdi choc sau tay vao khe nhét thu.

Ngoén tay cham dén buu pham roi. Anh kep buu pham bang ngén trd va
ngon gitra, than trong 161 no ra.

Thanh qua thu dugc 13 hai phong bi tring va ba tim buu thiép. Shinsuke
nhin nhanh méy thr d6. Buu thiép déu 1a thu gui truc tiép. Nhung anh phai
cing mat khi nhin ndi dung buu thiép. Cai nao ciing duge gui dén tir ctra
hang au phuc va trang strc cao cdp. La nhitng buu thiép tuyét nhién s& khong

bao gid duoc gui dén hom thu cia Shinsuke.



Nhin cdt ngudi giri trén hai phong bi, Shinsuke phai thot 1én kinh ngac.
Cai ndo ciing ghi tén may cau lac bd nodi tiéng ¢ khu Ginza. La nhiing cau lac
bd bac nhat, dén mirc khong ai ting 1am & Ginza ma khong nghe danh.

Trong phong bi chic 12 yéu cau thanh toan. Vi duoc giri dén nha nén
khong phai dung khi tiép khach roi*.

Phiéu yéu cau thanh toan s& duoc gui dén nha néu su dung dich vu ¢ quan
ruou cho muc dich ca nhéan thi gidy yéu cau thanh toan, con néu 1a dé tiép
khach thi s& duoc guri dén cong ty.

Shinsuke thir gio ra anh sang, nhung chang thay gi.

La cai gi day nhi? Theo nhu 101 cua Ejima, Kiuchi chi 1am cong an lvong
thoi. That kho tudng tuong ra mot nhan vién cong chire lai di mua sam & cira
hang cao cép, roi toi lui méy cau lac b hang nhat gifta thoi buodi kinh té kho
khan nhuong nay. Puong nhién trong x3 hdi nay c6 rat nhiéu hang nguoi.
Chi vi anh ta 13 cong chirc ma quy chup khong co tién thi voi vang qua.
Nhung mot nam rudi trude, Kiuchi Haruhiko da gay ra mot vu tai nan chét
nguoi. Binh thuong thi vi thé cta anh ta trong cong ty phai bi sut giam di
chu.

S¢o ¢ day lau lai bi bao vé nghi ngo, Shinsuke dua buu phém tré lai hop
thu, quay lai phia sanh. Bang luc do, canh ctra phong bao vé md, nguoi bao
vé bude ra. Ngudi dan ong toc bac tring cam chdi trén tay. Chic nham

Shinsuke v6i at do, Ong ta cat 101: “Anh vat va ro1.”

T6i dén, Shinsuke goi cho Okabe, cau ban lam cung quan Sirius hoi

trudce.
“Ngac nhién that ddy.” Biét Shinsuke goi, giong Okabe day ngac nhién.
“T6i ¢6 viec mudn nho cau.”
Nghe vay, cau ta im lang mdt lat. Anh biét 1a Okabe dang canh giac. Tu

ngay xua, cau ta da la ga kiém 101 nhung c6 kha nang quan sat dac biét va



truc giac tot.

“Néu 13 may chuyén phién phtrc thi xin 186i nhé!” Okabe néi. Luc nio
cling thang thimg noi ghét nhitng viéc phién toai la dic trung cua cau ta.

“Xin 16i cdu, qua 13 c6 hoi phién phirc.” Shinsuke that tha noi.

Pau day bén kia, Okabe tho dai.

“Théi, ctr ké xem nao. La chuyén gi vay?”

“Hoi trude cau noi co6 ngudi quen & Mizu Kagami ding khong?”

“Mizu Kagami? A, thi ¢6.”

Mizu Kagami 1a mot trong s6 hai quan giri yéu cau thanh toan cho
Kiuchi.

“Nguoi d6 phu trach tiép khach nhi?”

“Pling thé. Vay thi sa0?”

“Cau gioi thiéu to1 véi nguoi d6 dugce khong?”

Okabe lai im ling. Lan nay thoi gian im ling dai hon 1an trude.

“Amemura.” Okabe khé cat tiéng. “Anh dang muu tinh gi thé?”

“To61 c6 muu tinh gi dau.” Shinsuke vira cuo1 vura noi.

“Thé sao? Dao nay anh ky la lam. Héi Yuka may diéu ky la, roi gay kho
khan cho Ejima.”

Hinh nhu lac Shinsuke do hoi thong tin & Sirius, cdu ta dimg tir quay bar
tréng ra. Pung 13 chang c6 gi qua dugc mat ciu ta.

“To1 ¢6 1y do ma.” Shinsuke noi. “Chéc Ejima ké cho cau r6i, sau vu do,
tri nhd cta t6i bi hdn loan. Ban than t6i ciing khong rd vé ky tre ctia minh.
Nén phai di hoi moi ngudi vé nhitng chuyén trude day.”

“Viéc d6 t6i biét. Toi cling hiéu tm trang ctia anh. Nhung ma Ejima noi
voi t6i 14 ctr dé ké Shinsuke, gi® than kinh cu ta khong 6n dinh, khong dugce
kich thich cau ta.”

“Néu ctr theé nay, ca doi to1 s€ khong binh tam lai dugc. Nén t61 nho cau.



Hay giap t61.”

Okabe danh im. Nhung khong phai sy im ling hoan toan. Tiéng 14m bam
khe khé cua cu ta van truyén qua ca dién thoai.

“Tai sao anh lai can t6i gidi thiéu cho tiép vién nam & quan Mizu Kagami
cht?” Okabe hoi.

“T6i mudn biét vé mot vi khach thinh thoang dén d6.”

Okabe tho dai.

“Amemura, anh ciing hiéu phai khong? Ching ta song bang nghé mua vui
cho khach thi khong dugc noéi linh tinh vé khach. Cho du 1a néi voi ngudi
cung nghé.”

“Viéc d6 cau co thé giup t6i khong? Chi can gidi thiéu cho toi thoi, toi s&
giai thich voi nguoi do. Toi s& khong gy phién phire cho cdu dau.”

“T6i khong lam thé duoc. Quan sat anh dao gan day 1a biét roi. Thé nao
anh cling choc gian nguoi do.”

“Khoéng sao ma, toi hira day.”

“T6i khong giup anh duoc dau.” Okabe noi thang.

Lan nay toi luot Shinsuke im ling. Anh dang nghi xem phai lam thé nao
dé thuyét phuc dugc Okabe.

“Nay.” Anh néi. “Téi xin cau day.”

“DPung lam kho t61!”

“Vi cau ma toi ciing phai guong ép lam may viéc r6i.”

Loi néi nay it nhiéu c6 hiéu qua. Trong phat chdc, Okabe khong tim ra 10
nao dé dap lai.

Okabe hiéu hon ai hét Shinsuke dang am chi viéc gi. Vai nim trudc,
Okabe vuong mot khoan ng rat 16n, dé tra dan khoan d6, ciu ta tudn rugu
cua quan ra ngoai ban. Chi Shinsuke biét didu d6. PEé moi viéc khong bi 19,

anh con gitp stra nhan rugu va s sach, con khuyén Okabe ndi chuyén ng



nan v6i Ejima. Nho thé hién gio ciu ta chang vudng khoan no ndo. Vu tudn
ruou ra ciing khong bi phanh phui ma duoc giai quyét ém dep.

“Anh dang de doa to1 ha?”

“Khong phai.” Shinsuke 1dp tic phu nhan. “T61 khong dinh dao xdi1 lai
chuyén xua dau. Chi 1 t6i mudn cdu biét toi da tirng cb hét strc giup cau.”

Okabe lai 1am bam.

“To1 hiéu ro1.” Giong di¢u cau ta nhu sap bo cudc. “Toi s€ thur lam gi do
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xem.

“Xin 16i ciu nhé!”

“Nhung t0i tir chéi viéc gidi thidu. Toi sé hoi thay anh. Nhu thé s& d& bi
nghi ngd hon. Thé ciing duoc dung khéng?”

“Ciing duoc. Chang con cach nao ca.” Anh khong thé doi hoi vo 1y hon
duoc nira.

Shinsuke néi rang mudn biét vé vi khach tén Kiuchi Haruhiko. Anh ta
lam & cong ty nao? Lam cong viéc gi? Binh thuong hay dén quan cung véi
ai? Gan day anh ta c6 gi la khong? Tom lai 1a mudn nghe tat ca nhiing gi lién
quan té1 Kiuchi.

Okabe c6 vé kho chiu nhung van noi s€ hoi thir ro61 cup may.

T6i ngay hom d6, Okabe goi dién toi. Vi 1a thir Bay, quan Mizu Kagami
nghi nén cau ta cling nam duogc nhitng thong tin don gian vé vi khach anh
hoi.

“Kiuchi ding 1a hay lui téi Mizu Kagami. Nhiéu thi hai, ba lan mét tuan.
Binh thudng thi tudn mot 1an.” Giong diéu Okabe nhe nhang hon lan trudc.
Anh dang mai nghi sao ky la vay thi Okabe noi tiép. “That ra, lac t6i hoi cau
ta ¢6 biét vi khach tén Kiuchi khong, cau ta tuon ra mot trang. Co veé vi
khach d6 rat ky la va kha noi tiéng trong may céu lac bo & Ginza.”

“Kiéu bién thai sao?”



“Khong phai theo nghia d6. Ma 1a khong thé biét anh ta 13 nguoi thé nao.
Chi biét duoc anh ta lam & cong ty xay dung Teito. Chirc vu & cong ty ciing
khong biét. Tudi tac khoang trén dudi ba muoi nén chic 1a nhan vién binh
thuong thoi. Hau hét 13 di udng mot minh. Thinh thoang ciing dan ngudi
quen dén. Nhitng ltc d6 van 1a Kiuchi tra tién.”

“Vay la anh ta moi1 khach sao?”

“Pung vay. C6 budi toi anh ta chi hon hai trim nghin yén.”

“Anh ta ldy dau ra s6 tién 16n thé nhi?”

“Cong ty xay dung Teito khong phai cong ty 16n dén thé, du anh ta co
duoc tra luong cao ngat nguong thi ciing khong thé vung tay t6i hai trim
nghin yén trong mot budi téi. Ma tir trudc tdi nay chua lan ndo anh ta chim
thanh toan tién. Nén anh ta duoc coi 1a khach VIP cta quan.”

Chi tién nhu vay duge coi 1a khach VIP ciing dang théi, Shinsuke nghi.
Vi khach d6 ma toi Myoga thi ba chii Chizuko s& mimg rét nudc mat.

“Ma cling cha vui vé gi dau. Khong bao lau sau khi vi khach tén Kiuchi
d6 dén, nhimg khach quen co chuic tudc & cong ty Teito d6 bdng lin mat
tam. Dng 12 mot ton that 16n cho quan.”

“La vi ho khong thé dén quan ma nhan vién binh thuong cling dén udng
rugu dugc dung khong?”

“Danh giai thich nhu vay, nhung cha ai phuyc ca.”

“U.” Cang nghe cang thay la. “Kiuchi bat dau dén Mizu Kagami tir liic
nao?”

“Khoang ntra ndm trude.”

La mdt ndm sau vy tai nan d6. Du vady ban than 1a ngudi gay tai nan lai co
thé an choi phung phi thé sao?

“Thé ban than anh ta c6 néi gi vé nguyén do tai sao anh ta phung phi
dugc nhu vay khong?”

“Khong thay noi gi ve viéc do. Ti€p vién cling may lan hoi dua anh ta lay



dau ra 1am tién thé, nhung anh ta déu cau nhang 1én ndéi khong lién quan dén
may nguoi.”
Shinsuke v0 thirc 1am bam. Rot cudce 1a sao? That khong thé hiéu noi.
“To1 chi hoi dugc thé thoi. Ma téi ndi véi anh ro1, mot khach hang dac
biét nhu thé nén ngudil quen cua to1 cling chang vui vé gi ma ké dau. Anh
dirng nho t61 may vi¢e thé nay nita.” Okabe no6i. Chi c6 lic nay, giong cdu ta

gan tro lai.



Chuong 20

Ngéy hom sau 1a Chu nhat, Shinsuke lai leo 1én xe dap, di td1 chung cu
Kiuchi Haruhiko song. Anh da quyét dinh khong diéu tra Kiuchi nita, ma sé

gip truc tiép anh ta.

Cau chuyén nghe tir Okabe toi qua cr van vo trong ddu 6c anh méi. Du ¢6
cung toi khi giy ra cai chét cua Kishinaka Minae nhung Kiuchi khong hé
kho s& voi su that do, lai con song cude doi thuong luu ma Shinsuke khong
thé sanh duoc. Sao lai c6 chuyén d6? Shinsuke mudn biét sy thuc. Anh
khong phuc 1a tai sao Kishinaka Reiji lai khong dong tay chan véi Kiuchi.
Anh hiéu anh ta mudn bao thu cho vo, nhung khong thé chap nhan duoc viéc
anh ta chi trat mdi han d6 vao minh. Tom lai, anh phai n61 chuyén vé vu tai
nan voi Kiuchi. Du Ejima canh bao rang khéng duoc dén gan Kiuchi, nhung
néu ké khong lam gi, than kinh anh s& khong chiu ndi mat.

Pén coéng vién Hamachou, anh dé xe dap ¢ chd giéng hom trude rdi di
vao chung cu. O sanh, ngudi bao vé dang dung day bé may hop cac tong cil
lai. Chéc la dé tai ché.

Shinsuke dung trudc ctra kinh ty dong, nhin bang diéu khién gan trén
trong. Nut bAm nam ngay ngan nhu trén may tinh ngdy xwa. Thd mot hoi,
Shinsuke 4n s6 505. Trén bang hién thi hién 1én con sb do. Tiép tuc 4n nut
gol.

Anh tuéng tuong lic d6i phuong xuat hién, trong dau 1am bam may 10i
chao. Bi d6i phuong nghi ngo thi cling danh vay, nhung phai ¢ 1am sao dé
khong b1 nguoi ta thu ghét.

Nhung chdng c6 phan trng nao tur cai loa nho gan trén bang diéu khién.



Anh thtr goi mot 1an nira. Két qua van vay.

“Cau c6 viée gi voi anh Kiuchi 2?” Giong néi vang 18n tir dang sau. Bao
v¢ toa nha dung & do.

“Vang.” Shinsuke dap.

“Chac di vang r6i. Anh ta it khi & nha lam.”

“Vay sao?”

“Po dac thi thuong xuyén duoc gui dén, ca thit Bay 1an Cha nhat toi déu
phai gilt ho. Thé ma ngay thuong con di lang thang. Toi ciing chang biét anh
ta lam gi.”

Pung 13 6ng bao vé dé noi chuyén. C6 1& 6ng ta dang budn chan.

“Kiuchi sdng ¢ chung cu nay 1au chua?”

“Khong lau dau. Mé1 hon mot nam thoi.”

Chuyén dén ddy hon mot nam trude u? Nghia 1a khong 1au sau vu tai nan
do.

“Anh ta song mot minh a?”

“Hinh nhu vay. Luc dau c6 nghe anh ta c6 vo sap cudi. Nhung rét cude
chi minh anh ta chuyén t6i ddy. Gio van vay.”

“Vo sép cudi u? La anh ta co du dinh két hon a?”

“Hinh nhu khong phai. Toi cling khong biét nita.” Ong bao vé lic dau,
quay lai phong bao vé.

Shinsuke dap xe di, bo lai chung cu noi Kiuchi séng sau lung. Khéng gip
duoc Kiuchi, anh thiy cut ca hing. Mat khac, khong gip c6 18 ciing 1a viée
t6t. Nhan vat tén Kiuchi d6 c¢6 qua nhiéu diém anh khéng hiéu noi. Cing
khong biét diéu d6 co lién quan gi dén vu tai nan nay khong? Nhung khong
thé nghi rﬁng mot vu tai nan chét nguoi nhu thé lai khong gay ra anh hudng
gi dén cude séng hién tai cua anh ta.

Anh mudn thu thap thém thong tin vé Kiuchi.



Luc chay qua duong Kiyosubashi, anh chgt ndy ra mot y. Nh¢ lai nhitng
1061 Kozuka néi khién anh phai dé tam vai diéu.

Anh chay mot mach dén Kiba. Nhin thiy cay xing, ding sau d6 1a chung
cu noi Kishinaka sdng. Anh dd xe ngay trudc toa nha mau hoang thd 1o nho.

Vi tri, mau sic, ndm xay dung, cai nao cling khac véi chung cu cua Kiuchi.

K¢ gay tai nan séng cudc doi thuong Iuu, hai vo ché)ng bi hai déu khong
con trén thé gian nay, du ciing 12 nguoi gy tai nan, nhung Shinsuke khong
khoi cam thdy mau thuan trude su thuc do.

Lan dén trudc day ciling vy, phong bao vé khong ¢ ai. Piém nay ciing
khac Garden Palace. Phong Kishinaka la 202. Anh dung cach ra mot chut,
ngam can phong. Khong co vé gi 1a ¢6 nguoi séng o d6. Po dac bén trong
khong biét sao, nhung hinh nhu van chua c6 ngudi thué tiép.

Shinsuke dén trudc ctra phong 202, roi nhin sang hai bén. Theo 1oi
Kozuka, cau hoc sinh nha bén nhin thdy c¢6 nguoi phu nit budc ra tir phong
cua Kishinaka. Nha bén 6ng ta no1 la phong nao nhi? La phong 201 & phia
trong khi nhin tir cau thang hay phong 203 & phia ngoai?

Anh dimg & phong 203 trude. Khong c6 bang tén. Pinh 4n chudng thi
nghe thay tiéng dong dang sau. La cira phong 201 mo ra. Shinsuke nhanh
chong rut lai cai tay dinh cham vao chuéng cura.

Tir phong 201, mot ngudi phu nit mic do tang bude ra. Ba ta khoang bon
muoi 1am tudi.

“Anh khong nhanh 1én 13 mudn day!” Ba ta quay mit vao bén trong noi.

Mot nguoi dan ong béo uc ich, chic 1a chéng ba ta, di ra. Qua nhién cling
mic db tang mau den. Ca vat cling mau den. Thit niic nich dinh ¢ co.

“Nay, Juitsu, nhé dong cira nhé!” Ngudi dan ong noéi. Co tiéng ndi vong
ra tir trong phong. No6i gi anh nghe khong rd, nhung dung 1a tiéng ndi cua
cau be trong thoi ky v giong.

Hai vo chong mic d6 tang d6 khé cti dau chao khi di qua Shinsuke, 16i di



vé phia cau thang.

Luc khong thdy bong dang cip vo chong do nira, Shinsuke méi di dén
trude phong 201. O day c6 bién tén. La Hotsuta.

Shinsuke 4n chudéng. Anh suy nghi xem s& xu su thé ndao khi c6 ngudi
xudt hién.

Vai gidy sau, canh ctra m& ra. Cau nhoc tho mit ra chd khe cira. Guong
mit c6 vé budng binh. Trong ciu ta co vé giébng hoc sinh 16p mudi mot.
Shinsuke tin chic minh tim dung ngudi roi.

“Cau la Hotsuta Juitsu nhi?” Két hop thong tin méi nghe dugc véi doc

trén bang t€n, Shinsuke hoi.
Cau nhoéc nhin anh vé1 anh mat kho chiu, roi gat dau. “bang vay.”

“V& vu an & ddy, t6i mudn hoi chi tiét hon nita. Chuyén cdu nhin thay
mot phu nit ngay trude khi thi thé cia Kishinaka phong bén dugc phat hién
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ra.

Thai do ctia cau thiéu nién thay doi ro rét khi nghe Shinsuke néi. Cau ta
run run, g0 ma cang cung.

“Néu 1a viéc d6, chang phai téi di noi rat nhiéu lan rdi sao?” Cau ta
ngoanh mat di.

“Toi mudn nghe mot 1an nita. Not 1an nay thoi. Toi s& khong hoi nita
dau.”

Shinsuke ¢6 tinh néi dé cho cdu ta hiéu nham minh c¢6 lién quan dén canh
sat. Qua 13m thi anh s& n6i minh 1a canh sat hinh sy. Dé tranh bi 16, anh ¢
gang dit cau hoi map mo.

“Pang nao mAy chuyén quan trong cac ngudi dau co tin.” Cau thiéu nién
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noi.
“Ha, l1a chuyén gi?”
Cau thi€u nién khong tra 161, chi nhin sang bén canh. Sy chong doi dac

trung cua ltra tudi 10x* han rd trén nira grong mat cau ta.



ltra tudi 10x tro nhitng ngudi sinh tir ndm 2000 dén nam 2009.

“Theo nhu cau ndi thi...” Shinsuke no1. “Buodi téi luc vé nha, cau nhin

thdy mot phy nit budc ra tir phong Kishinaka. Cau khong nham ding khéng?

Chéc chén 13 budc ra tir phong d6 chr? Hay ciu nhin thay luc cd ta mé cira

budc ra.”

Céau thiéu nién can mong tay, khong co vé gi la muon tra 1oi.
“Cau quén roi sao? Hay khong nhd 16.” Shinsuke khiéu khich.

Cau thi€u nién cham cha nhin méng tay minh, né1 giong khong may vui

: “Ctra mo san ro1. Co ta moi budce ra.”

“Mot phu nit budc ra sao?”

Cau ta kho chiu gat dau. Chéng thém nhin mat Shinsuke.
“Thé ngudi phy nit d6 ¢6 nhin thay cau khong?”
“Khong nhin dau.”

“Ta1 sao?”

“Luc ctra mo thi t61 dang ¢ d6.” Vua ndi cau ta vua chi tay ra cho

Shinsuke. “Dang ldy chia khoa ra thi thiy canh ctra d6 kh& mé ra, ngudi phu

nit di ra tir d6. Nhung c6 ta khong nhin t6i. Khong nhin ma di thang mot

mach ra cau thang.”

Shinsuke nhin phong 202, néu ra khoi phong va di thang dén cau thang

thi kha ning nguoi phu nit d6 khong nhin thay cdu nhoc nay 1a rat 1on.

“Déng vé ngudi d6 thé nao? C6 voi vang hay run ray so hai khong?”
Cau thi€u nién ldc dau.

“Toi khong rd. Tom lai, viée d6 xay ra trong phut chdc.”

“Trong phut chdc u?”

“Pa bdo 1a té1 ndi rat nhiéu lan réi. To1 ngac nhién qua nén dau oc trang

x0a hét ca. Mai mdt lac 1au sau van khong hoat dong no61.”

bén lac nay, Shinsuke maéi nhan ra cau thiéu nién dang run ray, guong



mat cau xanh xao, d6i mat vo hon.

“Viéc do 1a sao?” Shinsuke hoi. “Tai sao lai ngac nhién va dau oc¢ tréng
x6a? Sao céu lai bi thé?”

Lic d6, cu ta méi nhin Shinsuke, d6i mét van do.

“Anh nghe cau chuyén nay tir ai phai khong?”

“Khong... t6i chi nghe qua thdi. Téi mudn nghe chi tiét hon nén méi dén
day dé xac nhan voi cau.”

“Vay sao?”

“Cau hdy noéi cho t6i biét. Sao cau lai ngac nhién dén vay khi thiy ngudi
phu nit d6?”

Nhung cau ta chi lic dau.

“Théi, dang ndo ciing chang ai tin dau. Thé nén t6i méi im ling dén tan
bay gio. Toi da biét trudce 1a s& bi cudi nhao ma.”

Cau thiéu nién coi gidy, dong canh cira lai. Shinsuke voi vang nhét tay
vao khe cira dé ngan lai.

“Anh b6 tay ra di!” Cau thiéu nién noi.

“Cau hay néi cho t6i biét, t6i tin cdu ma.”

“Moi ngudi déu ndi vay. Toi tin cdu ma, hay ké cho toi chuyén d6 di!
Nhung chang c6 ldy mot ai tin t6i ca. Toan nhiing ké bat cudi khi toi con
chua kip ké hét chuyén.”

Gigng ndi cua cau ta chira déy su phan nd. Hinh nhu ciu ta con ké véi
nguoi khac nita ngoai canh sat. Rt cudc cau ta da thdy gi? Tai sao moi

nguoi khong ai tin 101 ciu ta?

“Néu toi cuoi, toi cho ciu danh t6i.” Shinsuke noi “Thé nén ké cho toi
di!”

Anh mait cau ta day ngac nhién. Canh tay dinh déng ctra vao dan budng

long ra. Chép 14y co hoi nay, Shinsuke mé rong canh cira va lach nguoi qua.



“Cau noi d1! Sao cau lai ngac nhién khi théy nguoi phu nit do?”

Cau ta nhin xué)ng dat, vai gidy sau ngang 1én nhin Shinsuke. P 1a d6i

mat ngdy tho, khong tha thr cho su dbi tra.
“P6 1a ngudi toi biét.” Cau ta noi.
“Nguoi phu nit d6 ha?” Shinsuke ngac nhién hdi.
Cau thiéu nién gat dau.
“Do 1a a1?”
Cau ta liém méi. Sau vai gidy chan chir méi mé miéng noi.
“La co vg.”
“Cai gi?”

“La vo cua Kishinaka. To1 biét nguoi do.”



Chuong 21

Lﬁc kinh ngac kéu 1én thi mudn roi. Cai coc mac vao tay 4o da roi xudng
duédi chan. Cung véi tiéng cop, manh v clia cde ban ra tung toe.

“Toi xin 161.” Voi vang nodi véi vi khach ngdi ¢ quay bar va vi khach ngdi
& ban dang tron mat ngac nhién, Shinsuke 1dy choi va hot rac ra vun gon lai.
Anh nhin thay Chizuko dang nhan nho.

Mot 14t sau, Chizuko dén chd anh.

“Sao vay? Sao hom nay Shinsuke la thé? Lic ndy con mang sai do cho
khach nira. C6 chuyén gi thé ha?”

“Khong c6 gi dau.” Shinsuke lac dau, van cham cht dung chay dap da.

“Xin 16i, nhung hom nay cau khong tap trung. Cau lam viéc cho han hoi
di!” Chizuko dap nhe tay vao lung Shinsuke, quay lai ban c6 khach dang
ngoi cho.

Shinsuke khé& thd dai. Ban than anh ciing biét Iy do anh khéng thé tap
trung. Cau chuyén nghe duoc lic dén chung cu noi Kishinaka sdng van 16n
von trong dau anh.

Cau hoc sinh d6 néi da nhin thay Kishinaka Minae ngay dém trudc khi
phat hién ra thi thé ctia Kishinaka Reiji.

‘V& van that!” Shinsuke noi. Lap ttrc, mat cau hoc sinh tén Hotsuta Juitsu
doé tron trung Ién.

‘Pay thay chua? Pung 13 anh khong tin. Ma ndy con néi la néu cudi thi
cho t61 danh chir.’

Shinsuke chan chur truéc con gian dir cua cau ta. Trong cau ta khong co



vé gi 1a néi doi.

Shinsuke chi néi: ‘Hay céu nham ngudi?’

‘Khong thé nham duogc. Du nhin thoang qua nhung toi chic chan 1a ngudi
d6. Kiéu toc y hét, ciing mic cai vay lién mau xanh da troi, vé ngoai d6 toi
d3 thay khong biét bao nhiéu 1an roi.’

Puong nhién Hotsuta Juitsu biét 1a Kishinaka Minae d chét roi.

‘“Thé nén t6i so qua khong dam néi véi ai. Vi noi c6 ai tin dau. Nguoi d6
dung 1a vo ctia anh hang x6m. La ngudi vo chét mot nam rudi trude.’

Guong mit cuong quyét ciia Hotsuta Juitsu nhu van con so s trude mat
anh. NOi so hdi clia cdu ta ciing truyén sang Shinsuke. Puong nhién,
Shinsuke nghi khong thé c6 chuyén dé. Viéc Kishinaka Minae chét 1a mot sy
that khong thay doi duoc. Ngudi chét roi sao c6 thé hoi sinh?

Anh gia thuyét hay Kishinaka Minae c6 chi em sinh d6i, va ngudi d6 dén
tham Kishinaka Reiji. Piéu d6 khong phai 1a khong thé. Nhung cé 18
Kishinaka Minae khong c6 chi em sinh doi gi ddu. Néu c6 that thi nghe 10i
khai cua Hotsuta Juitsu xong, thanh tra Kozuka phai di diéu tra nguoi do
cht. Vién thanh tra néi viéc Hotsuta Juitsu nhin thdy Kishinaka Minae 1 v6
van ma.

Néu vay thi 1a... hon ma ching?

Con gi6 lanh bdng thoi vao lung anh. Anh lic dau, ¢ xua di du cam
khong tot. Cai tay cam chay dap da ctia anh dang run 1én, cudi cung dap ca
vao tay.

Hon muo1 hai gio, chuong dién thoai reo. Shinsuke nhac 6ng nghe.

“Xin 16i vi dé quy khach doi lau. Pay 1a quan Myoga.”

“Shinsuke a? La t61, Okabe day.” Giong noi khé vang 1én trong dién
thoai.

Shinsuke nhin nhanh sang chd Chizuko, thdy ba ta vin mai mé noi

chuyén vé6i khach thi vin nguoi, gidu dién thoai di.



“Gi vay? C6 may khi cau goi cho toi dau.”

“That ra thi khong goi ciing dugc, nhung c6 chit chuyén mudn ndi anh
nghe.” Cach noi cta cu ta day an ¥.

“Cau quan tam dén toi that. Thé c6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Anh mudn biét vé nguoi dan 6ng tén Kiuchi dung khong? Nguoi d6 sip
dén day roi.”

“Pén Sirius 4?”

] »

“Ta1 sao?”

“Tbi nay Kiuchi dén Mizu Kagami. Ngudi quen cia toi bao vay. Kiuchi
hoi cau ta 14 co biét quan nao cé thé uéng duge may loai cocktail co ban
khong? Cau ta nhé 13 bira trude toi ¢ hoi vé Kiuchi nén bao véi anh ta 1a
quan Sirius c¢6 duoc khong? Cau ta dang héi t6i con chd khong nay. Chac chi
ba muoi phit nita 1a dén thoi.”

“Vay sao?”

Shinsuke nhin déng ho, nham tinh trong dau. Sirius dong cira ltc hai gio.
Gio ma di nhanh thi thira thoi gian kip dén do.

“Vay thoi nhe!” Okabe ciip may.

“Cho chut da. Hom nay Ejima c¢6 d6 khong?”

“Ong ta khong dén dau. Ong ta di hop vé quan & Osaka roi.”

“Vay sao? Ejima khong c6 ¢ d6 ha?”

“Shinsuke, anh dinh t61 day ha?”

“C6 18 toi s& dén do.”

“Vay toi cling khong phién. Nhung anh dimg giy chuyén am 1 14 duoc.
Néu 10 ra, toi s& bi Ejima no61 khong ra gi dau.”

“T6i biét ma. Xin 16i cdu nhé!” Shinsuke ta 18i r6i cup may.

Chizuko dang n6i chuyén voi khach. Nhung lac Shinsuke nhin, ba ta cam



nhan dugc anh nhin cua anh nén lap tic quay lai. Anh khé gio tay Ién.

“T6i xin 16i.” Chizuko noi véi khach.

“Xin 16i ba chi. Toi xin phép vé duoc khong?”

“Bay gio u?” Chizuko nhan tran.

“Canh sét goi cho t6i, ndi 1a gio c6 chuyén mudn hoi.”

“Canh sat u? Nhung vu d6 da xong xudi réi ma.”

“Hinh nhu khong phai vay. Néu t6i khong dén duogc thi ong ta s& dén
day.”

Nghe vay, mit Chizuko bién sic. Ba ta xua tay. “Thé thi phién lam.
Khach sé& thay la. To6i hiéu roi. Pé toi xoay x6 cho.”

“Téi xin 16i.” Shinsuke cti dau.

“Nhung ma vu d6 ctr kéo dai 16 thé mai nhi. Chang phai thu pham da chét
roi sao? Thé 1a ket thiic dugce rdi cht?” Chizuko nhin nhé.

“Pung vay. Toi cling muén mau chong két thuc.” Shinsuke noi.

Pén gap canh sat dé nghe tinh hinh vu an la no61 dbi, nhung that tinh anh

cling muén két thuc cho nhanh.

Dén Sirius 1a lac hon mot gid sang. Mé cura ra, viéc dau tién 13 anh nhin
vao trong quay bar. Mit anh giao voi Okabe dang dimg lic binh pha ché.
Shinsuke im ling, ngdi xubng ghé.

“Vodka Lime.” Shinsuke noi.

Okabe gat dau, hat ham vé phia trong. Am chi rang anh ta ¢ trong d6.

Shinsuke van nguodi, lam nhu vo tinh nhin ra d6. Ban trong cung c6 hai
nam hai nir ng6i. C6 gai hinh nhu 13 tiép vién, chac dan tr Mizu Kagami
sang. Hai nguoi dan 6ng khoang ba muoi tudi. Ngudi ngdi gan Shinsuke hon
trong gidng dan kinh doanh, deo kinh, dau toc chai chudt gon gang. Anh ta

dang say sua cudi noi voi may ¢ gai. Nguoi dan 6ng ngoi trong chi hua



theo cau chuyén. Thay bao mudn udng may loai cocktail co ban nén méi dén
day, nhung theo nhitng gi Shinsuke thdy, anh ta khong vui vé thuéng thirc

ruou. Chac nguoi dan 6ng cd vé mit cau kinh d6 1a Kiuchi Haruhiko.

Okabe dat ly Vodka Lime trudc mat Shinsuke. Anh mit sic lanh nhu
mudn ndi dimg lam diéu gi ky la. Ban than Shinsuke cling khong nghi 1 anh
s& dot ngot di dén ban ddi dién bat chuyén véi Kiuchi. Pau tién, anh s& quan
sat xem Kiuchi 1a ngudi thé nao.

Cang nhin lai cang thdy c6 cam giac da gip anh ta & dau d6. Nghi lai thi,
lic & phién toa xét xir vu tai nan giao théng, ca hai déu phai ding trén buc dé
khai trudc toa, ngoai budi do ra, cling ¢6 kha nang cham mat ¢ dau do. Co
khi Kiuchi con nhé mat Shinsuke hon.

Anh dang mai ngdm nghi thi Kiuchi dot nhién dtimg day. Hinh nhu di ria
tay. Quan nay khong c6 nha v¢ sinh nén phai di ra ngoai. Kiuchi dugc ai chi
cho diéu d6 nén nhanh chéng di bo ra cira.

Shinsuke guc mat xuong. Kiuchi di qua lung anh.

Dit ly vodka xubng, Shinsuke dimg day.

“Amemura.” Okabe n6i vong ra tur quay bar.

“Khong sao dau.” Shinsuke ra am hi¢u bang mat, r61 mé cura budc ra
ngoai.

Nha vé sinh ¢ bén hong sanh chd thang may. Shinsuke ding huat thuoc ¢
sanh, cho Kiuchi dén. Cira s6 dang m¢, tir d6 nhin thay bau troi to1 den. Pém
khong trang, cling khong c6 sao, nhung néu cii xudng nhin, s€ thay anh den
neon sang ryc ro.

Kiuchi Haruhiko budc ra. Anh ta dat hai tay vao ti, mi¢ng méo xe¢o nhu

chan chuong ldm. Khong c6 vé gi 1a dang say.

Kiuchi nhin thodng guong mat Shinsuke. Shinsuke ciling nhin lai. Kiuchi

lién lang di, di qua Shinsuke. C6 thé thay anh ta dang rao budc nhanh hon.

Nhung budc chan d6 bong khyng lai. Mot 1at sau, anh ta quay lai nhin



cham cham Shinsuke.

“Cau, 1€ nao...” Kiuchi néi.

“To61 1a Amemura.” Shinsuke dap.

“Amemura.” Sau khi nhac lai cai tén d6 nhu dang doc sach, Kiuchi gat
dau. “DPung ro1, 1a cai tén do. To1 cur tuong 1a cai tén khac.”

“Anh van con nhé t6i sao?”

“Puong nhién r61.” Kiuchi nhin vai. “Ban ndy cau cling ¢ trong quan
Sirtus a?”

“Vang, luc ng61 & quay bar, t61 nhin thady anh Kiuchi, nén ra day cho
anh.”

“Vay u? Trung hop that. Pling la trai dat tron.” Kiuchi thé dai. “Thé cau
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cat cong ra tan day cho toi l1a co viéc gi? Toi1 nghi ca hai chung ta déu la
nguoi ma doi phuong khong muoén nhd dén.”

“T61 c6 vai chuyén muon hoi anh.”

“Dén gio nay cau con muon hoi gi?”’

“T61 bi tan cong may tuan trudc, vao budi toi, dot nhién bi danh tor dang
sau bang co 1€. Thu pham la Kishinaka Reiji. Puong nhién anh biét anh ta
nhi?”

“Ha?” Kiuchi ha miéng, ro1 gat dau. “Nhac mdi nhd, thanh tra cling dén
bdo vdi to1 chuyén do.”

“Vigc to1 bi tan cong c6 1€ 1a do Kishinaka Reiji muon tra thu. Vi té1 da
gay ra cai chét cho vg anh ta. Nhung néu vay, c6 mot diéu t61 khong hiéu.”

“Tai sao anh ta khong tan cong Kiuchi, mot nguoi nira gay tai nan cho vo
anh ta?”” Kiuchi noi roi cuoi.

Dung vay, Shinsuke gat dau.

“Vién thanh tra cling hoi to1 di€u do6. Hoéi t61 1a tai sao? Toi khong biét.

T6i tra 101 nhu vay day. Qua that t6i khong biét, nén cling chang thé tra 10i



khic dugc. Phai chang Kishinaka Reiji nghi nguoi chiu trach nhiém chinh
trong vu tai nan do la cau? Nguoi khién vo anh ta chét cling 1a cau? Tai1 chi
nghi duoc vay thoi.”

“Du véy toi van khong hiéu 13 sao anh ta khong tiép can anh?”

“Bi noi 101 d6 t6i ciing kho xir lam. Boi vi nguoi tn cong cdu c6 phai toi
dau, 1a Kishinaka Reiji ma.” Kiuchi quay gét, di vé phia quan ruou.

Shinsuke voi vang chay theo. “Anh Kiuchi, cong viéc ciia anh gio thé
nao?”

“Cong viéc? Cong vigc cua toi lam sao?”

“Ngay thuong anh ciing c6 vé hay & nha nhi? Khong dén cong ty ciing
duoc u?”

Kiuchi dung budc trude cau héi cua Shinsuke.

“Cau nghe ai n6i chuyén do? ”

“Ai cha dugc. Anh hay trd loi toi di!”

Kiuchi tho dai, tréng c6 vé ngan ngam.

“Néu cau theo ddi hay nghe ngong gi ¢ chung cu noi toi & thi cau ding 1a
rdi hoi. Chd ti lam c6 gid gidc linh hoat, nén ngay thudng c6 thé ¢ nha vao
ban ngay.”

“Ngay ¢ nha. Toi thi dén Ginza. Vay anh dén cong ty luc nao?”

“Vi cdu cr lang nhang thé nén tdi s& cho cau biét. Goi d6 1a sy giup d&
ctia toi ciing duoc.” Noi vay roi Kiuchi lai bude di.

“Anh c6 nghi vé vu tai nan d6 khéng?” Shinsuke di ngang v6i Kiuchi va
hoi.

“Co chu. CO diéu, cam giac to6i 16i md nhat 1dm. Cau ciing thé phai
khong?”

“Anh da t61 can ho cua Kishinaka Reiji bao gio chua?”

“Chua.” Anh ta thanh that trd 161. Cling khong thém nhin Shinsuke.



Pén trude quan roi, Kiuchi dit tay 1én cai nam cira.

“Hon ma thi sao?” Shinsuke hoi.

Kiuchi dimg lai, grong mit luc quay nhin Shinsuke c6 ddy tia mau do
trong mat.

“Cai gi co?” Kiuchi hoi.

“Hon ma thi sao?” Shinsuke hoi lai. Anh quan sat phan (mg cta anh ta.

“Anh c6 nhin thay hon ma ciia Kishinaka Minae khong?”

Nhiing biéu cam trén guong mat Kiuchi tir ngac nhién chuyén sang phan
van, roi bat an. Roi guong mat do méo xéch di. Mt Iac 1au sau, anh ta lac
dau.

“Cau dang no6i gi vay? Toi chang hiéu gi hét.”

“Anh biét ding khong? Chuyén hon ma ay.” Shinsuke van lang nhang
hoi. Anh khéo 1éo moi thong tin.

“To1 chéng hiéu gi. Pau 6c ciu ¢ bi sao khong vay?” Kiuchi m¢ ctra
budc vao trong. Shinsuke cling budce theo sau.

Van gitt nguyén su khé chiu trén guong mit, Kiuchi quay lai ban minh.
Anh ta di lau qua nén hinh nhu khién ngudi dan ong di cung nghi ngo.
Ngudi d6 dang hoi Kiuchi 1am gi ma di lau thé. Kiuchi tra 101 13 ban noi
chuyén v&i phu nit. May c6 tiép vién di ciing to vé ghen tudng gian doi.

Shinsuke ciing quay lai ghé, udng nét ly Vodka Lime. Nhung ly rugu d6
hét lanh rdi nén anh bao Okabe cho ly khac.

biat ly Vodka Lime trudc mat Shinsuke, d&nh mat Okabe nhu mubn noi
anh dimg 1am may viéc ky la nita. Anh mat Shinsuke ciing dap lai rang toi
khong lam gi, chang c6 van dé gi dau.

Nhém Kiuchi sap sira ding day. Hinh nhu van 1 Kiuchi thanh toan. Lic
duoc hoi anh ta cling bao khong can hoa don.

Liic bon ho roi di rdi, Shinsuke méi thd dai ndo né.

Okabe nhoai nguoi ra hoi: “Ga Kiuchi do 1a ai vay?”



“La mOt nguot gay tai nan nita trong vu cua toi1.” Shinsuke dap.

“Mot nguoi gdy tai nan nita?” Vé mit Okabe van chua hiéu.

Shinsuke ké khai quat vé vu tai nan bang mot giong that nho dé khach
hang khac khong nghe thay.

“Vay sao? Toi chi nghe Ejima ndi d6 1a mot vu tai nan phuc tap thoi.”

“Cung la ngudi giy tai nan ma toi bi tAn cong bang cd 1&, con anh ta thi
choi boi vui vé & Ginza. Cau c6 nghi do6 1la mot khac bi¢t 16m lao khong?”

“Thé nén anh deo bam Kiuchi, mudn xin chit van may thtra cua anh ta do
ha?”

“Chac 1a vay.”

Luc Shinsuke tra 161, mot cau tiép vién lai g?m, n6i tham vao tai Okabe.
Mat Okabe nhan nho.

“Amemura, anh nén vé di!” Cau ta khé noi.

“C6 chuyén gi vay?”

“Ejima goi vé. Noi 1a s& dén day bay gio.”

“Thé thi khong 6n r6i.” Shinsuke nhoai ngudi. “Néu biét t6i ¢ ddy, kiéu
gi cdu ciing bi 6ng ta nd6i cho ma xem. Ong ta ma goi cho Chizuko thi viéc
t6i n6i doi xin vé ciing bi 10 mat. Vay théi, t6i vé day, glri yéu cau thanh toan
cho t61 sau nhe!”

Okabe im lang gat dau. Guong mat nhu giuc anh di l¢ di.

ROi quan ruou, xudng thang may, Shinsuke nhé lai cudc néi chuyén véi
Kiuchi. Luc anh nhic dén hon ma, rd rang 1a anh ta hoang hét. Vé mit nhu
biét diéu gi d6. Nghia 1a 10i néi cua Hotsuta Juitsu khong han 13 sai. La hon
ma c6 ton tai. Puong nhién dé ma néi cho chinh xéac thi d6 1a tht ‘na na hon
ma’. Nhung d6 1a gi? Sao Kiuchi lai biét?

Mot diém nita, Shinsuke nhé lai 161 noi la lung cua Kiuchi. Liac anh héi
anh ta c6 nghi vé vu tai nan khong, Kiuchi da tra 1oi thé nay, ‘Co chu. Co

diéu, cam giac to1 101 mo nhat [am,’ ro1 ndi tiep, ‘Cau cling thé phai khong?’



Luc dau hoi, anh chang may dé tam. Anh ta thé hién suy nghi nguoi giy
ra cai chét cho Kishinaka Minae khong phai chi c6 minh anh ta, va néi 1a
‘cam giac toi 16i mo nhat 1am’. Nhung ma du cho vu tai nan d6 phuc tap dén
dau, anh van khong thé hiéu noi dau ¢ cua anh ta khi khang dinh nhu vay.

Thang may xudng dén ting mot. Shinsuke roi tda nha. Van chua dén hai
gi0, trén dudng thdy bong dang cua rat nhiéu khach say va tiép vién.

Di dén chd taxi, anh bdng dirmg budc. Anh nhin thiy hai ngudi dan éng
trong con ngod kep gitra toa nha anh vira bude ra va tdoa nha bén canh. Mot
nguoi la Kiuchi. Nguoi con lai khong phai ga vira ¢ cung Kiuchi ban nay.

Shinsuke 1én nhin sang d6, c6 dé d6i phuong khong nhan ra minh. Troi,
1€ nao... Anh nghi.

Ké dang noi chuyén c6 vé rat nghiém trong véi Kiuchi dé khong ai khac
la Ejima.

Tai sao lai la Ejima vo1 Kiuchi?

Shinsuke vira roi khoi con ngd vira lac dau. Khong thé tin duoc 1a Ejima
¢ quen biét voi Kiuchi tir trude. Liuc Shinsuke néi mudn biét tén cta ngudi
thtr hai gy tai nan, Ejima vo nhu khong hé biét ngudi d6. Chuyén gi thé
nay? Luc anh quay dau lai nhin con ngd do, dién thoai bong do chudng.
Khong phai dién thoai ctia Shinsuke ma 1a ctia c6 gai tén Ruriko bo lai.
Shinsuke di t6i mép lan dudng di b, nhan nut nghe.

“Vang.” Anh noi.

Khong théy phia bén kia tra 161. Nhung chic chin dién thoai di dugc két
ndi. Chi 13 phia bén kia dang im lang thoi.

“A 16. La c6 phai khong? Tra 161 to1 di!” Shinsuke noi.

Cudi cung, Ruriko ciing cét tiéng: “Bay gid anh dang & dau?”

La giong nodi d6. Giong néi tram budn day bi an. Lic d6, mau trong co
thé Shinsuke nhu nhay mua. Cam giac khi cham vao 1an da co gai d6 bdng

song day.



“O Ginza.” Anh dap.

“Ginza a?” C6 ngam nghi mot chut. “Puoc d6, gio hiy dén chd toi di!”

D6 14 161 ma Shinsuke chd doi mai. Vi thé anh méi ludn giit chiée dién
thoai d6 bén nguo1, khong luc nao roi.

“Tb6i phai dén dau?”

“Anh 1én taxi di. R6i toi s& noi. Hiy dén Universal Tower. ”

“Universal Tower? La toa nha to dung d6 ha?”

“Toa nha cao, trong tho kéch y,” Ruriko noéi. “Phong 4015.”

“4015.” Trc 12 6 tang bdn muoi nhi, Shinsuke ngh.

“Vay to1 s€ cho.”

“Tu tor da!” Luc Shinsuke ndi vay, dién thoai da bi cup roi. Anh dang
dinh héi s6 ciia co gai d6. Trén man hinh dién thoai khong hién thi s6 goi
dén.

Anh bit taxi, néi dia chi nhu dugc bao. Tai xé taxi ciing biét toa nha do.

“Quy khach séng & toa nha hoanh trang d6 4?” Giong diéu ong tai xé day
hoai nghi xen 1an cam phuc.

Shinsuke nhin lai bd dang minh, chic trong anh xoang xinh lam so véi
nguoi séng & d6. Buc boi, Shinsuke dap: “Dulng vay, trén tang... bén muoi.”

“Vay u?” Lan nay, 6ng tai xé trung nién ngac nhién that su.

Shinsuke tirng nghe Universal Tower 1a chung cu siéu cao tang do cong
ty bat dong san hang dau xdy dung & Nihonbashi. Trong tda nha c¢6 hon nim
muoi ting v6i hon bay trim phong. Gia mdi phong dao dong tir vai chuc
triéu dén hon ba tram triéu yén.

Co ay séng ¢ noi d6 sao? Nghi lai thi véi phong thai khac han ngudi

thudng nhu Ruriko, diéu d6 cling ¢6 thé 1am ch.

Chfmg bao l4au, toa nha d6 di hién ra trudc mat. Khoéng ho danh 1a Tower,



tdoa thap bon goc nhon chia thang 1én bau troi dém. Xung quanh né cling cé
vai chung cu cao tang, budc vao khu vuc nay nhu lac vao vuong qubc khac.

Taxi1 tor duong di vao chung cu. Bang qua con duong danh cho 6 t6 dugc
bao quanh bdi mang cdy cdi kiéu vuon Anh, chiée taxi dén trudc sanh trong
nhu khach san cao cép.

“Co vé nhu ngudi phuc vu hay ai d6 dang chd.” Ong tai xé noi.

Shinsuke rat ra hai td nam nghin yén roi nhan lai tién thira. Ong tai xé
lam guong mat budn xo, chic hi htimng s€ nhan duoc tién bo.

Anh di qua cira ty dong, budc vao sanh. Bén trai 13 ban 1€ tan nhu trong
khach san. C6 san chudng dat ¢ do, chic 4n vao, bao vé sé ra. Chéc d6 s& 1a
nguoi dan 6ng mic dong phuc chin chu ma cai tén goi bao vé s& khong xing
V61 anh ta.

Chinh dién c¢6 cai ctra kinh, canh d6 13 cai ban 16n, trén bé mat lép nhiing
bang diéu khién khoa tu dong. Shinsuke dimg trude cai bang do, an day sb
4015, roi 4n nut goi.

Tudng s& nghe thiy giong ndi ctia Ruriko trén loa, nhung chang c6 phan
ung gi, dot nhién cai ctra kinh bén canh mo ra. Shinsuke budc vao trong. Co
hanh lang xép mot loat ghé x6 pha danh cho khach doi. Ngap tran bau khong
khi kiéu nhu s& c6 may cau boi ban nhi nhin xuat hién.

Trén tran treo mot cai dén chum cuc 16n. Pi sdu vao trong c6 sanh cho
thang may. Tam cai thang may tat ca, mdi bén bon thang may, dat ddi dién
nhau. TU trudc dén nay, Shinsuke chua ting nhin thdy chung cu nao c6
nhiéu thang may dén thé.

Anh budc vao thang mdy, 4n nat ting bon muoi trén bang dién tr dang
cam mg dugc xép ngay ngan. Canh ctra ning né dong lai, thang may nhe
nhang di 1én cao. Chuyén dong cta thang nhe qua nén trong phut chéc anh
khong biét duoc 1a dang 1én hay dang xudng.

Thang may dung lai cling rat nhe nhang. Chi biét thang da dung lai khi

cra mo ra. Liic quan sat canh xung quanh, thdy rd rang 1a thay d6i roi thi



m&i chic chan 13 thang may da di chuyén.

Shinsuke buédc di trén hanh lang trai tham mau nau trim. Cac phong duoc
sap xép rat ngay ngan. Phong nao ciing 1ap ctra trong rét kién cd.

Anh dung bude trude phong 4015. Cé chudng canh cira. Anh nhén nit,
nhung chang c6 phan tng gi. Luc Shinsuke dtimg do, co tiéng mé khoa. Tiép
theo, tir bén trong vong ra tiéng mo cira. Nhung chang thy co vé gi la canh
ctra chuyén dong. Anh cAm tay nam hinh chir L, xoay va day ctra vao. Cira
mo ra khong co6 chut phan tng gi.

Bén trong t6i om. Mui nudc hoa bay khap phong. Anh chim chd nhin,
thdy cai ctra hai canh & ngay trudc mit. Canh cira d6 dang md. Trong clng
c6 mdt phong trong nhu phong khach.

Anh déng canh ctra sau lung lai. Ngay sau d6, c6 tiéng nhu khoa kim loai
sap vao. Shinsuke ngac nhién, dinh m¢& canh ctra d6 ra nhung ctra da bi khoa,

cuc ky chic.

Anh bi nhét kin trong nay sao?

Luc nghi vay, Shinsuke bong nghe thiy tiéng dan dwong cam phat ra tir
dau d6. Anh cdi gidy, budc vao phong. Tiéng dan vong ra tir bén trai.

Lan theo tiéng nhac, di ra hanh lang, anh tim thay mot th& trong nhu cong
tac dén gan trén birc tudng. Anh thir 4n vao d6, nhung chang c6 thay ddi nao.

Pau hanh lang c6 mot can phong. Hinh nhu tiéng dan vang lén tir trong
can phong d6. Anh m¢ cura ra.

b6 1a phong ngu. Gitra can phong rong chung ba muoi mét vuong c¢o dat
cai givdong d6i. Hau nhu khong c6 nhimng vat dung dung trong phong ngu.
Chi c6 mét cai ta dau giuong dat ¢ do.

Trén givdng c6 mot cd gai dang nam. C6 dang mic vay hay vay nga nhi?
Du 14 cai ndo ciing chang c6 gi khac. Trong bong tdi nén nhin khong rd 1am,
hinh nhu 1a mau do. Co ngéi day, nhin Shinsuke. Trén tay c6 cAm mot vat

trong nhu cai di€u khién ti vi.



“Cubi cung anh ciing dén,” ¢ noi.

“Pay 1a noi c6 sdng sao?” Shinsuke tién mot budce 1én phia trude.

Ruriko cdm diéu khién, chia vé phia ti dau givong, an nat gi d6. Thé 1a
tiéng duong cam bdng ngimg lai. Shinsuke nhin 1én phia trén dau. Trén
tuong cd gin loa. Co6 udn ngudi trén giwdng. Co tiéng quan 4o co vao nhau
sOt soat. Co vén cao giu vay 1én, dé 16 ra bap dui trang ngan trong bong toi.

“Anh mudn gap toi chr?” C6 hoi.

“C0 thi sao?” Shinsuke hoi ngugc lai.

“N6i the nao nhi?”

Co chi tay vé phia Shinsuke. Shinsuke lai gan chiéc givong. Cai tham
16ng dai va rat ém dudi nhimg budc chan cia Shinsuke. Anh véi tay ra,
cham vao dau ngén tay co.

“T6i mudn gap co, mudn dén chét di duge.” Shinsuke ludn ngdn tay vao

ngon tay coO.



Chuong 22

Ruriko dang mac vay chur khong phai vay ngu. Lic ¢6 cdi bo do ra thi anh
méi biét. Dudi bd vay do, ¢6 khong mic d6 16t.

C6 mudn nam trén. Co thé trang mudt udén éo nhu con ran. CO manh dé
nhung c6 bd nguc nd nang. Nguc ¢6 dang rung lén trong nhu mot loai dong
vat thAn mém. Shinsuke bop bau nguc d6, 6m eo cd. Moi lan nhu thé, Ruriko
lai Iui ra sau. Mai toc dai dang tung bay.

Do6i gd ma cao ngira 1én tran. Miéng cd mo ra, rén ri. M6 héi vé thanh
duong nhu dudng gan trén cai ¢ thon dai. Mo hoi d6 chay xudng tan nguc.

Thi thoang c6 lai dat hai tay 1én nguc Shinsuke, nhin Xuéng anh. Anh
sang tir dén ngu chiéu vao guong mat cd. Anh mat ¢6 chira day duc vong va
muu tinh nhu 4&nh mat ctia dong vat san modi nhin con moi. Anh nhin thay cai
lu61 mau do6 trong mi¢ng co.

Shinsuke bat dau thdy khoai cam, ndo bo nhu té di. Than kinh tré nén
nhay cam la thuong. Cam giac khi da co vao ga trai givdong cang day khoai
cam cua anh 1én cao trao.

Anh nhu mat hét kha ning suy nghi. Ngoai viéc dam chim trong khoai
lac, anh khong thé nghi gi khac nita. Udc gi khoanh khic nay cu kéo dai
mai.

Nhung...

Khi khoai cam dang 1én nhu lan séng, mot suy nghi bong ludt qua dau
anh. C6 gai nay la ai?

Trudc nay anh cling timg nghi vé con ngudi Ruriko rdi. Tham chi anh

con dua ra rat nhiéu dy doan. Nhung nhiing suy tu chay qua dau anh lac nay



lai Ia nhitng th(r hoan toan khac.

Anh ting gip cd gai nay roi.

Minh timg gip co gai ndy roi. Trude day di gap ¢ ddu d6. Khong phai o
Myoga. Ma 14 & noi khac. Ma ciing khong phai xua 1am. La gan day thoi.

Lan dau tién quan hé v4i c6 gai ndy, anh da nghi nhu vay. Co gai nay
gidng ai d6. Giéng ai nhi?

Ma khong phai giéng ai, anh nghi. P6 1a ngudi ma anh biét tir trude.
Nhung anh khong thé nghi ra 13 ai.

Picu ky la 1a khong phai chi trong 1an dau tién Ruriko dén quan, ma dén
tan bay gid anh van nghi nhu vay.

Nhung suy nghi d6 chi xuat hién trong thoang chdc. Con song khoai cam
nhu nudt gon co thé anh, rdi phun trao ra tir trong co thé nhu nham thach.
Anh ¢b kim him khoai cam d6 lai, van chua mudn két thac. Anh vin mudn
gan két v6i co thé co. Khoang thoi gian it 0i gilt duoc sy can bang d6 1a lac
sung suong nhat. Nhung roi anh khong thé kim gilt sttc ndng trong co thé
nua.

Hinh nhu Shinsuke da thiép di. Lic tinh lai thi thdy minh dang nam trén
giudng, nguoi tran trui, khong mic quan 4o.

Khong thay bong dang Ruriko dau. Anh nhac ngudi day. Quan 4o anh coi
ra van con roi trén san. Chua hét ué oai, anh tudt khoi giuong, mac do 16t, xo
quan dai, khoac 40 khoac. Pi ca gidy.

Anh thir goi Ruriko. Pay 1a lan dau tién anh goi tén c6. Chi vay thoi
nhung nhu xé tan birc tuong day. Khong thay tra 1oi. Tiéng goi cta anh
khong vong lai ma bién mat & dau d6. Anh cam thay khong khi rat kho.

Nghe thdy am thanh khe khé&, anh roi khoi phong, di ra hanh lang. Am
thanh ay phat ra tir phong khach. La am thanh quen thudc v&i anh.

Shinsuke di vao phong khach. Mot can phong rong hon ba muoi mét

vuong.



Giira phong c6 dit mot quay bar. Pung trudce ban, Ruriko mic 4o khoac
lua, dang rot cocktail tir binh pha vao ly. Am thanh ban ndy anh nghe thay 13
tiéng lac binh pha cocktail.

“Co dung cong thurc gi?” Shinsuke hoi.

“Brandy, rum tréng, ruou Curagao, nudc €p chanh.” Co6 dap tréi chay.

“Between the sheets a?”

“Gibng véi ti d6.”

Ruriko mdi tay cdm mot ly, chia ly trén tay trai vé phia Shinsuke.
Shinsuke nhén ly cocktail, cung keng mot cai vao ly cd dang cam trén tay,
roi uong Umg uc ly ctia minh.

“C6 dugc khong?” Co hoi.

“Gibéng nhu cin phong nay.” Shinsuke tra 10i.

Co nghiéng dau, nhu muén hoi thé nghia 1a sao?

“Hoan hao. Tuy¢t voi.”

Ruriko cudi mét cach dang ngd, nhd nhe noéi cam on. Thay diéu b do,
Shinsuke lai nghi khong biét c¢6 gidng ai. Co gai nay 13 ai nhi?

Udng duoc nira ly cocktail, anh dit ly 1én ban.

“Cho t61 xem phong dugc khong?”

“Mo1 anh!”

Canh qudy bar c6 mét cai cira kéo. Shinsuke mé canh cira d6 ra trude.
Bén kia canh cira 13 phong bép. Bép thiét ké hinh chir L trong co vé tién
dung, ai ma thich ndu an han sé& thich lam day. Shinsuke nhin thi thdy bon
rira, ban bép it nhat phai hai, ba tuan khong sir dung dén.

Bing qua bép, ra hanh lang, quay lai sanh. Phia truéc sanh c6 mot cai
ctra. Nghi 12 ¢c6 mot phong nita, Shinsuke dit tay 1én tay nim cira. Nhung
xoay mii ma ctra khong mé. Nhin k¥ thi thiy no dugc khoa can than du 13

ctra trong nha.



“Cira d6 khong mé dugce dau.” Pang sau vang 1én giong néi khi anh dang
mai nhin 16 khéa cua ctra. Ruriko dang dtimg & d6.

“Tai1 sao?” Shinsuke hoi.

“Vi khoa 16i.”

“Thé sao phai kh6a? Co gi quan trong trong ndy sao?”

“U thi...” Ruriko gat dau. “Cai gi ta?”

“Toi to mo mudn biét 13 thir gi. Co khong thé cho t6i xem bén trong sao?”

“Chang c6 gi quan trong dau.” Ruriko lai gan Shinsuke. Gau 4o khoac
ngt hoi xé ra, du dé nhin thiy cai chan thon dai. “Nha nao ciing c6 mét, hai
thir khong mudn cho nguoi khac thay.”

“Co6 nodi vay toi lai cang to mo.”

“Anh tré con that!” Ruriko ding nhu dinh sat nguoi Shinsuke. Canh tay
thon cudn bén ngodi canh tay Shinsuke. “Thay vi thé, hiy ra kia uéng
cocktail. T6i mubn quyét dinh chuyén sau nay.”

“Chuyén sau nay u?”

“Pung vay, chuyén quan trong.”

N6i 10i, ¢6 kéo tay Shinsuke. Anh dé mic c6 16 di, quay lai phong khach.

Phong khach rong vay nhung ciing chi dit may d6 dac can thiét toi thiéu.
Noi bat trong d6 1a cai gia dé bat dia kiéu c6 trong cao cap, bo xo pha ¢ gan
ctra s6 va chiéc ban béng d4 cAm thach dat trude bd x6 pha do.

Ruriko dan anh ra x6 pha ngéi. Dung la x6 pha xin, rdt mém mai, nhung
khi ngdi lai khong bi xep hay lin. Trén mit ban da cam thach co dit ly
cocktail ban ndy. C6 ciing ngdi xudng bén canh Shinsuke.

“Anh co6 thich can phong nay khong?” C6 hoi.

“Thich chr. Pep ma.” Anh udng cocktail. Hoi dang.

“Tbt r6i. To6i dang lo anh ma khong thich thi t6i khong biét phai lam sao.

G10 yé€n tam roi. Vi sau nay anh s€ ¢ han can ho nay.”



“O han 4?” Shinsuke nhin Ruriko. “O han 13 sa0?”

“Nghia 13 vinh vién.” Mit ¢ sang 1én. Ma khong, nén goi 13 sang mot
cach dang ngo. “Néu thr goi 13 vinh vién khong ton tai thi co thé néi 1a dén
ltc chét.”

“Tir tir d3. C6 cho t6i séng ¢ day sao?” Shinsuke hoi. Anh van cudi, nghi
rang c6 dang dua.

“Khoéng phai cho séng.” Ruriko mim cudi. “Ma anh sé séng ¢ ddy, dicu
d6 da dugce quyét dinh rdi. Khong thé di nguoc lai sé ménh.”

“S6 ménh sao? Nghia 1a t61 va c6 dugc gén két boi soi day s6 ménh?”

“Pung vay, va soi day do...” Co dan tay vao tay Shinsuke. “S¢€ khong bao
gio tudt ra hay bi dut.”

“Tbi cling cam thdy nhu s6 ménh xép dit. Cr mudn & bén em mai thoi.
Nhung trude d6 hdy cho toi biét vé em. Em 1a ai? Tai sao lai dén Myoga?
Sao lai quyén rii t6i?”

Co khé cuoi, dyng cai ly 1én.

“Sao anh lai mudn biét viéc d6? T6i 1a Ruriko. Ngoai diéu d6 ra thi con
can gi nira?”

“Nhung chang phai em biét vé t6i sao? Toi lam & dau em ciing biét.”

“Nhitng viéc d6, tir dém nay sé& chang con ¥ nghia gi nita.”

“Tai sao?”

“La tai vi anh khong can phai tiép may tén khach say ¢ quan ruou ré tién
d6 nira. Tat ca nhirng viéc lién quan dén anh déu tré thanh qua khi rdi.”

“Tu tr da. Khong tiép khach nira 1a sao? Toi dau c6 dinh nghi viée.”

Ruriko lic dau.

“Anh s& khong dén quan d6 nira. Khong chi quan d6 ma khong can di dau
hét. Anh s& ¢ day mai. Cung voi t61.”

“Ruriko...”



“Anh khong vira 1ong sao?”

Ruriko théo soi ddy budc 40 choang. Manh vai lya tir tir tut xubéng. Chi
con lai tAm than tring ngan nhu con rin 10t xac. Shinsuke van cam cai ly,
chiam chi nhin co thé ¢6. Nhu bi bong d¢, anh khong ctr dong ndi nguoi. Khi
do, tir sdu trong tim vang 18n tiéng chudng canh bao. Ban ning mach bao co
diéu gi nguy hiém. Nhung anh khong biét méi nguy d6 1a gi. Minh 1t cudc
dang so diéu gi? Minh mudn chay trén khoi thir gi?

D6t nhién con budn ngu ap dén. Anh kho gitt cho mi mat mé ra. Ruriko
trong trang thai khoa than hoan toan dén bén canh anh. C6 dang cuoi. Nhung
guong mat bi nhoe di.

“0O bén nhau vinh vién.” Co thi tham bén tai anh.

Shinsuke cam thay do6i tay manh mai cia c6 dang 6m minh. Mat anh
nham han lai. Anh cadm thay c6 thir gi 6 mém mai trén da mat. Nhu bau vu
cham vao go ma. Shinsuke c6 mé mat, vanh mi mat nang nhu chi ra, nguéce

nhin Ruriko.

C6 khong cudi. Guong mit gibng nhu deo mit na dang chi xudng nhin

Shinsuke. Trong phit chdc, gwong mat d6 trong nhu do gia.

Chinh 13 lac dy. Trong ky @c dan bién mat caa Shinsuke c6 cai gi d6 bat
1én. Ct sdc chay qua nao nhu tia Itra ban ra do chap dién, nhu phao hoa roi
xudng.

Anh nhé ra di gip co gai nay ¢ ddu roi. Ma khong, noi 13 gip thi khong
chinh xac. Vi anh chi nhin théy mit thoi. Ma con nhin trong anh. Mot ndi s¢
vO can clr xuyén qua co thé anh. Con lanh bubt chay doc song lung. Toan

than noi hét da ga. Lic d6, anh roi vao goc y thirc tim toi.
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Lﬁc mé& mit ra, dau anh dau nhu bua bo, co thé non nao. Shinsuke xoa tay
lén mit. Pay 1a noi nao? Anh khéng thé nghi ra ngay.

Cai tran nha mau xam dap vao mat anh dau tién. Trén d6 c6 nhitng hoa
van li ti trong la 1Am. Anh nhin xuéng. Birc tudng mau trang, cai clra mau
nau chay.

Pén day thi anh hiéu ra roi. A, dung vay. Pay 1a nha cua cd gii tén
Ruriko d6. Luc hai nguoi ¢ cung nhau, anh d6t nhién thiy budn ngi va cir
thé nga ludn.

Shinsuke ¢ trén givong. Chan dap trén ngudi, anh khong mic gi, ké ca d6
16t. Co chan trai c6 cam giac rét la, kiéu nhu bi troi boi tha gi d6. Anh 14t
chén ra, nhin chan trai. Khong kip suy nghi gi da hét 1én.

Co chéan bi troi lai boi cong sat, r0i cai cong d6 lai ndi voi day xich.
Shinsuke ngodi bat day, ¢ thao cai cong chan, nhung khong thio dugc bang
tay. Anh lan theo soi xich noi voi cai cong. N6 dugc quan thanh vai vong
ngay bén canh giuong. Pau s¢i xich gan han vao buc tudng bén canh.

Dua minh u?

Anh tim quan 40. Nhung khong tim thdy mot thir ndo xung quanh giuong.
Anh thtr mé ti quan 4o, trong d6 trong tron. Anh linh cam c6 diéu ching
lanh. Anh kéo day xich va bat dau di. Trudc tién ra hanh lang. Anh buéc di,

kéo theo so1 xich va lach cach trén san. So1 xich hinh nhu kha dai.
Cira phong khach dang déng. Anh md canh cira d6 ra, budc vao. Ghé x6
pha, ban, quiy bar van y hét nhu luc anh chua ngu, nhung khong thay bong

dang co gai dau.



“Ruriko!” Anh goi. “Nay, Ruriko!” Anh goi lan nita. Khong thay tra 15i.

Phong khach van t6i om. Nhin ctra s0, anh da biét nguyén nhan. Cai rém
chin sang duoc kéo vao hét. P6 1a tAim rém mau den giéng v6i tim man che
trong rap chiéu phim. Cai rém chan sang t6t that, khong c6 néi mot tia sang
lot qua. Shinsuke khong biét bay gid 1a sang hay trua, c6 khi troi tdi roi cling
nén.

Anh di d&én gan cira s0. Trudce tién, anh mudn nhin khung canh bén ngoai.
Nhung cai ctra s6 cach chd anh ding dén hai mét. Chan trai anh khong thé
tién thém 1én phia trude. Soi xich khong du dai.

Anh tic ludi, di ra hanh lang. Sau d6 lai gan cira ra vao. May thay, xich
du dai dé dén dugc ctra. Anh c6 md khoa ra nhung khong duge. Chang nhiic

nhich ti nao.

Ra viy, anh nghi. Anh khong biét ctra nay khoa thé nao, hinh nhu cai
khoa la dang dac biét. Co thé thao tac tir xa nén du tan tay mo cling khong
duoc.

Anh quay lai phong ngii. Trén dudng di, nhan ra canh cira phong tim
dang mo, anh thr nhom vao trong. N6 rong td1 mire sinh vién dai hoc co thé
O tro dugc. Phia trong c6 hai canh ctra. Mot cai la ctra nha vé sinh, mot cai
chic ctra phong c6 bon tim. Day xich kéu lach cach lic Shinsuke budc vao
trong. Pung nhu anh nghi, day xich dugc tinh toan du dai dé anh vao duoc
nha vé sinh va nha tam.

Bon rira mit to nhu bon & khach san cao cép. Trén d6 dat ban chai, kem
danh rang, dao cao rdu, kem cao rau, tit ca déu méi nguyén. Roi khoi phong
tam, anh quay lai phong ngii. Anh nhin quanh phong, ¢6 tim xem c¢6 bd quan
40 nao khong. Anh dimg mat & cai ti dau giuong. Trén d6 dé lat sandwich
dit trén dia, binh nude nho, cdc ca phé.

“Gi thé nay?” Anh 1am bam. Tiép theo anh lai hét 1én. “Chuyén gi thé
nay?”

Nhung chang thay ai tra 16i. Chi c¢6 giong anh vang vong lai. Shinsuke



chay dén ctra s0. Anh co thé cir dong thoai mai néu & trong cin phong nay.
Anh tém céi rém chén sang, m¢ that manh. Nhung phia bén kia cai rem la
btic twdng mau trang. Cira s6 bi bit kin. Shinsuke dimg nhu troi trong. Anh
chang hiéu gi. Anh ldo dao quay lai givdng, ngdi xudng. Roi vo dau but tai.

Gian dién nguoi, sao minh gip phai canh nay chi? Nhung réi mot suy
nghi khac lai chi phdi ddu 6c anh. Anh nhé lai diéu ma minh nghi t&i khi
nhin guong mit ctia c6 gai d6 trude lic chim vao gidc nga. Thé 1a ndi so hii
lai bung 1én.

Shinsuke nghi t61 mot birc anh. La birc &nh ma no canh do Kishinaka
Reiji 1am ra. Hon thé nita, d6 chinh 12 ma no canh 1am giéng véi guong mit
cta Kishinaka Minae dd chét. Ruriko c¢6 guwong mit giéng hét ma no canh
do.
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Lﬁc nam trén givong, khong biét tir lic ndo anh lai ngdt mai. Nhung trong
phong t6i om nén trong phut chdc anh khong biét mat dang moé ra hay van
nhiam nguyén. Shinsuke dua tay phai 1én phia trudc mit, nam tay lai r6i mo
tay ra. Van nhin thiy cir dong cua ban tay trong bong toi. Anh khong c6 cam
giac gi vé thoi gian. Cling chang c6 cam giac gi vé khong gian. Minh dang &
dau? Tai sao minh lai & ddy? Nhat thoi anh khong nghi ra duoc. Puong
nhién 1a cling khong mat nhiéu thdi gian 1am cho dén khi xac nhan lai tinh
hinh. Anh kh6é ma nghi rang nhiing viéc x4y ra véi minh 13 hién thyc. Nhung
ca vi¢c trén nguoi khong mot manh vai va chan bi xich lai, tiéc thay déu
khong phai 1a mo. Anh dang bi nhdt trong can phong ciia ¢d gai bi an do.

Anh 1an mo tim cong tic bat dén ngd. Pén bat 1én, mat nhin thdy banh
sandwich dat trén ti dau giuvong. Shinsuke cling khong biét minh c6 dang
d6i khong. Anh c6 cam giac da rat 1au roi ké tir luc dn lan cudi.

Anh véi tay 1dy miéng sandwich kep thit ngudi, bo vao miéng. Mit
sandwich kho lai roi, nhung mui vi cling khong té. Nudt miéng dau tién, anh
thay d6i con cio.

Shinsuke 4n lién tuc khong ngimg nghi. An dén miéng thtr nam, anh rét
ca phé & binh vao cdc. Mui thom cuta ca phé kich thich niém mac mili anh.
Cubi cung than kinh d4 tinh téo tr lai.

Anh ngdi xubng giuong, vira nham nhi ly ca phé tht hai vira ngdm nghi
xem chuyén gi dang dién ra.

Guong mat Ruriko hi¢n 1€n trong dau, anh chot théy rung minh. Tai sao

cO ay lai c6 guong mat giong ma no canh do, guong mat giong voi



Kishinaka Minae?

Shinsuke nhé lai 161 ctia Hotsuta Juitsu. Cu ta d3 nhin thay Kishinaka
Minae ngay trudc ngdy thi thé ciia Kishinaka Reiji duoc phat hién ra. Cau ta
cling khang dinh chic chén 1a co Ay.

Nguoi Juitsu nhin thiy phai ching 13 Ruriko? Ma khong, chin muoi chin
phan tram 13 Ruriko rdi. Nghi thé 13 tu nhién nhat.

Ruriko thyc ra 14 ai? Chi c¢6 thé nghi c¢6 13 chi em sinh d6i cta Kishinaka
Minae. Néu viy, su ton tai cua co, vi Iy do ndo d6 ma canh sat khong nam
duge. Ma cho du ¢6 1a chi em sinh d6i di nita, sao lai doi dén tan lac nay maoi
tra thu Shinsuke? Khong phai, Shinsuke lic dau.

Néu vi nguyén do nao do, dot nhién co mudn tra thu, thi viéc do ph?m nao
c6 thé hiéu dugc. Picu anh khong hiéu 13 ¢ ta dang mubn lam gi. Néu bao
thu 1a muyc dich ctia ¢6 thi dén bay gio di c6 rat nhicu co hoi cho co ra tay.
Thay vi cong chan roi giam hdm anh thé nay thi thang tay giét anh chang
phai ranh rang cho c¢6 hon sao?

“Minh chang hiéu gi ca.” Anh lam bam, ldy hai tay che 1én mit.

Pung lac d6 c6 tiéng dong. La tiéng md khoéa. Khoéa & sanh. Tiéng cura
mo ra, dong lai va khoa tiép. Ai d6 dang di trén hanh lang. Canh cira phong
tu tir mo ra.

“Anh day r6i 42” Ruriko noi.

Guong mit trang ngdi ctia ¢d hién 1én mo ao trong bong ti. La guong
mit d6. Khong nham di dau dugc nita.

C6 mic vay lién mau sang. Trong bong tdi 10 md, Shinsuke khong nhin
rd d6 chinh xac 1a mau gi. Trong mat Shinsuke, d6 1a mau xanh da troi. Mai
toc dai udn xodn nhe, tha xuéng che bo vai.

Gio thi anh d4 hiéu 1y do truéc ddy anh khong nhan ra guong mit Ruriko
gidng voi ma no canh d6. Lan dau dén Myoga, ¢6 xuat hién véi hinh anh

hoan toan khac bay gio. Khac ¢ cach trang diém, khac cd do dai mai toc.



Roi c6 méi tir tir boc 10 ban chat.

“Sandwich thé nao?” C6 nhin cai dia trén ta dau givong, budc vao trong
phong.

“Co6 dang lam cai quai gi vay?”

Ruriko dung budc, nhin anh. Trén moi ¢d6 né mot nu cuoi kho hiéu.

“Anh khong vira long sao?”

“C0 théao xich ra di.”

“Viéc d6 thi khong duge.” Co khé lac dau.

“Rét cude thi ¢6 12 ai? Sao lai 1am nhing viéc nay?”

“Ly do sao chéng duoc. Tém lai, anh chi can & day thoi.”

Ruriko nhe nhang céi bé quan 4o, cdi ca do 16t, khi khong con mic gi
trén nguot, co lai gﬁn Shinsuke.

Dén trude mat Shinsuke, ¢ quy xubng, dau gbi 4p 16n san. Co giang dui
anh ra. Dén ddy, anh cam nhan dong mau nong dang chay khip co thé. Du
thiy so ¢6 va mudn mau chéng thoat khoi noi nay nhung Shinsuke khong thé
phan khang lai dugc.

Ruriko choi dtia co thé anh trong 10ng ban tay c6. Khong 1au sau, co dé
moi lai gan. Toan than Shinsuke run 1én. Khodi cam chay tir cot song dén
ndo. Anh rén 1én. Qua phén khich, Shinsuke ngira ngudi ra, dang rong ca tay
1an chan.

Luc anh sip 1én dinh, Ruriko nhu biét truéc diéu d6 nén roi moi ra. Co
dung day, an nhe vao hai vai Shinsuke. Anh nam 1én giudng. C6 ciing 1én
giuong roéi. CO nhe nhang liém nguc Shinsuke, r6i dot nhién leo 1én nguoi
anh ngoi. Luc co tha 1ong ngudi, Shinsuke mdi di sau vao trong cd. Anh thay
té liét tir sdu tan trong 6c. Suy nghi cling khong con tinh tao nita. Co thé
Ruriko chuyén dong manh hon. Hai tay Shinsuke 6m eo co. Than kinh tap
trung hét vao nira than duéi. Anh cing nguoi lén.

La lac d6. Anh nhin guong mat c6 tr du6i 1én. Mo61 c6 hé mé, go ma hoi



nho ra, va cd dang nhin xuong Shinsuke. Guong mat d6 khong toat 1én biéu
cam ctia mot co gai dang say trong khodi cam. Trong doi mat ay khong co
chat cam xuc ndo. Poi mat nhu nhét vién bi thay tinh bén trong.

Bi thuy tinh, bup b€, ma no canh.

Nhitng lién tuéng quai g& chay qua ndo Shinsuke. Nhiing lién tudéng do
d¢ vun cam xuc ctia anh. Khoai cam chay khip co thé trong phtit chc bién
mat. Duc vong tut di nhanh chong. Pau anh ciing ngudi lanh. Co thé khong
con chut stre luc nao.

Ruriko khong co 1y nao lai khong nhan ra su thay doi caa Shinsuke. Co
ngimg chuyén dong, nhin cham cham vao anh, c6 nhin xem su thay d6i nao
dang dién ra bén trong Shinsuke.

Duc vong da tut xuéng thi khong thé khoi phuc lai. Ruriko mot luc lau
khong noi nang gi, chi nhin nhu dong dinh vao Shinsuke. Shinsuke cling
khong lang tranh anh mat d6. Sy im lang ky la d6 kéo dai trong vai giay.

Ruriko dan d6i go ma. Co6 nd nu cudi trén mdi, van nhin Shinsuke, va
nhich co thé 1én phia trudec. DPén vung ron cua Shinsuke, ¢d don toan bod
trong luong Ién co thé anh. Shinsuke don luc 1én vung co bung, ¢d chiu ap
luc do.

“Vay sa0?” C6 noi. “Anh nhé ra tdi 13 ai roi nhi?”

“Co... laai?”

“Anh nhd ra roi ma. Toi la ngudi ma anh biét rat r5.”

Shinsuke lac dau. “Khong thé ¢ chuyén vé van nhu vay dugc.”

“Vi dang 18 t0i phai chét réi dung khong?”

“Co la ai? Tra lo1 to1 di!”

Co khong tra 16i. Chi né nu cudi trén moi. Hai tay co bat dau xoa 1én
nguc Shinsuke. “Nay.” C6 noi. “Du chét réi nhung van c cach dé ton tai
trén thé gian nay.”

“Co dang no1 cai gi vay?” Shinsuke bop vai ¢6. “Pau 6c c6 c6 binh



thudng khong day?”

Co udn ngudi nhu con ran, thoat khoi Shinsuke. Xudng khoi giudng,
khong mot manh vai trén ngudi, Ruriko dimg nhin anh. Shinsuke dinh ngdi
day. Nhung vira nhin vao mit cd, anh da khong ctr dong ndi, hét nhu dang bi
bong de.

“Anh c6 strc dé nhin khong?” C6 cing mat. Khac hoan toan voi doi mat
nhu vién bi thily tinh ban niy, d6i mat nay sau tham dén vo tan, tir trong siu
tham d6 nhu phat ra 4nh sang hut tim nguoi khac.

Co hong Shinsuke khong thé thét ra tiéng noi. Than thé anh nhu khong
phai cua anh nira.

“Roi s& ¢o lac anh hiéu dugc thoi. Toi s& 1lam cho anh hiéu.”

Ruriko di ra cira. Shinsuke khong thé dudi theo. Anh khong nhac ndi mot
ngon tay 1én. Co6 da ra khoi phong. Co6 cam giac dang budc trén hanh lang.
Hinh nhu vao dén phong khach rdi. Cé dang 1am gi nhi? C6 tiéng bat dia. C6
1& ¢6 di ra sanh khong 1au sau d6. Anh nghe thay tiéng x6 gidy.

“Chuc ngu ngon nhé!” Gigng ¢6 vang lén.

Pung luc d6, sttc manh khong nhin thdy bang mét dang bop nghet co thé
Shinsuke bdng bién mat. Anh ctr dong canh tay roi ngdi day.

“Cho da!” Anh hét 1én. “Cho to1 da!”

Anh chay ra phia sanh. Nhung lic ra dugc téi sanh, canh ctra da dong
sam lai. Mot tiéng am vang lén, ctra bi khoa lai.

“Ruriko!” Anh goi to.

Nhung chang c6 gi dap lai. Khong nghe thay du chi 1a tiéng mot bude
chan & bén kia canh ctra. Shinsuke nhin chdn minh. Vét cong hin trén co
chan, tr do ri ra mot it mau.

Anh di ra phong khach. D6 an dit sin trén ban. C6 mon khai vi, xtp, sa

14t va ca bit tét. Mot chai vang dé da dugc khui ra, rot khoang nura cai ly.

Anh lai gan, hup xtp trong dia. Pung nhu anh nghi, xup ngudi ngit roi.



Co ta mang tir ddu vé va chi bay 1én ban thoi. Shinsuke udng can ly ruou
vang. La loai thugng hang, nhung anh chang c6 tdm trang nao ma thudng

thirc. Anh rot ly thir hai, va lai cho n6 tr61 qua co hong.

Do an co ca thia va dia nhya di kém. Nhung ching thdy dao dau. Chic so
anh nghi dén may diéu khong hay. Anh khong dung thia va dia ma 1dy tay
bdc mon khai vi va xé thit bo ra an. Ching c6 vi gi. Khong phai 1a do dd
ngudi ngat roi. C6 khi do vi giac cua anh khong hoat dong.

Dot nhién théy s6t Tudt va gian dir, Shinsuke dung day, hét that to:
GCNéy!79

Pay 1a chung cu. Bén trai, bén phai, phia trén, phia duéi déu 1a cin ho.
Anh mong tiéng anh s& dén dugc tai ngudi nao do.

“Xin 161, c6 ai khong?”

Anh gidm manh xudng san, ddp tay vao tuong. Néu lam diéu twong tu &
can ho anh song trén phd Monzennaka thi khong chi ngudi & bén trai, bén
phai, bén trén, bén dudi can ho, ma nhitng ngudi sdng xung quanh ciing sé
sang v kién.

Nhung toa nha nay khac cin ho Shinsuke song vé moi mat. Cé khi ngay
viéc ding chung mét ci tén goi ‘chung cu’ ciing d4 la lung rdi. Du Shinsuke
hét 1én hay 1am am 1én thé nao, cling chang ¢ ai dén nhic nhd ca.

R6t cude 1a chuyén gi day? Moi viée s& thanh thé nao day? Shinsuke nam
cudn tron ngudi trén san phong khach. Lic ay, bong vang 1én tiéng chudng

dién thoai ¢ dau do.



Chuong 25

Trong chéc 1at, tuong tiéng chudng dién thoai, nhung Shinsuke cling khong
tur tin dé khang dinh 1a dang thé that. Am thanh d6 rat nhd, nghe khong ro.
Anh khong nghi ¢6 ta lai pham sai lam dé quén dién thoai & déu do trong
nha. Nhung ma tiéng chudng vang 1én bon, nim lan d6 at han 1a chudng bao
cudc goi dén ma anh timg nghe réi. Tiéng d6 phat ra tir phia sanh.

Shinsuke vira kéo 1& day xich vira di bd ra sanh. Tiéng chudng bao van
con kéu. Canh chd dé gidy co dit ti dung giay. Am thanh hinh nhu phat ra tir
d6. Anh dinh mé canh cua ti d6 ra, nhung xich ngan quéa khong véi toi dugc,

con cach vai chuc phan nira.

Anh quay lai phong khéch, tim xem c6 dung cu gi dung dugc khong.
Nhung nhin quanh chang thiy gi c6 vé hiru dung. Pén ddy, anh danh di ra
hanh lang, quay lai phong ngu, chi con lai ndi that vong.

Tiéng chudng dién thoai da ngimg han roi. Shinsuke budc vao phong tam.
Anh nhom ca nha vé sinh. Nhung chang c6 gi dung dugc ca.

Anh dép tay vao tudng roi ngdi thup xudng san, cam thay sy ton tai cla
ban than minh that tham hai lam sao, con khong c6 noi mot cdy giy trong
tay. Nghi xem con cach nao nita khong, anh dung day, lic d6 anh nhin thay
moc treo khan. N6 phai dai hon nam muoi phan, lam béng nhya, hai dau
duoc ¢d dinh.

Shinsuke di vao phong khéach, 14y cai thia roi quay lai phong tim. Anh
thtr nhét dau thia vao ranh ren cia moc treo. N6 khong vira khit, nhung néu
dung strc thi ¢6 thé mo ra. Shinsuke don stc 18n tay, khé xoay cho ren 10ng

ra. Von di ren khong dugc van chat tir dau, gid ren bat dau long ra roi. Lic



dau can luc kha manh, dan dan ren cang dé xoay ra hon.

Mot cam giac la lung bdng xoc¢ dén. La thir ky trc 40 gidc ma anh gip rat
nhiéu 1an lic soi guong & bdn rira mit. Nhung ky trc 4o giac 1an ndy méi hon
nhing 1an trude.

Pung vy, minh di ting thao ren kiéu thé nay. Trong phong tim & chung
cu cta Shinsuke ciing c¢6 bon rira mit. Anh nhé 1a da dung tube no vit dé vin
1ong ren cai guong cua bon rira thd kéch d6 trén tudng. Ma khong chi vin
1ong, anh con thao guong ra, dua guong lai chd cii, vin ren lai. Anh lam thé
dé lam gi?

Anh nhé 13 minh gidu thir gi 6. La cai boc mau trang. Nhung anh khong
thé nhé ra bén trong cai boc d6 1a gi. Sao anh lai lam thé? Vi khong muén
cho nguoi khac thay thir bén trong u? Sao anh lai gitr thit nguy hiém d6?

Shinsuke lac dau. Thoi, viéc ay ctr dé sau hing tinh. Gid phai vu tién
thoat khoi chdn dia nguc nay da.

Nhung ltc van ren tiép, anh chot nhd ra mot didu. Anh dung tay. Luc
Narumi bién mét, co cai tuéc no vit dit trén ban trang diém cua co. Po 1a
tudc no vit ¢6 dau hinh hoa khé. L& nao Narumi dung cai tubc no vit d6 dé
thao guong trong phong tim? Phai ching c¢6 muén lay thir gidu dang sau

guong?

Nghi dén day, Shinsuke nhén ra. Luc anh nhép vién r6i quay vé nha, cin
phong hoan toan thay doi. Phai ching d6 1a cach Narumi che giau viéc c6 da
luc tung cian phong 1én dé tim ‘thir d6°? C6 van tiép tuc tim ‘thtr d6°, va cudi
cung nhén ra né & sau guong. Roi ¢6 mang theo ‘thtr d6’ va trdn biét tam.
Tom lai, phai thio tim guong ¢ phong tim d6 ra dé xem, anh nghi. Puong
nhién dé lam duoc vay thi phai thoat khoi noi nay da.

Bo bao cong strc, cudi cung anh d3 thao duogc cai moc treo ra khoi tuong.
Shinsuke caAm cai méc d6 di ra sanh. Canh ctra ti dung gidy khong c6 may
thir kiéu nhu tay cam. Shinsuke diing moc treo, an thir vao canh cira ti. Cam

giac nhu an vao 10 xo. Luc tha méc ra, 10 xo bat lai khién ctra mé ra.



Quan 40 cua Shinsuke duoc cudn tron, nhét bén trong ti. Gidy ciing &
trong d6. Anh véi tay, dung moc c6 16i quan 4o va gidy vé phia minh. Cam
giac nhu da tim duoc 16i ra trong mé cung. Anh gié quan ra, lyc tim vi. Anh
tim théy dién thoai. La dién thoai Shinsuke mang di tir trude. Ruriko da léy
di cai dién thoai cd bo lai quan. Chic c6 khong nghi Shinsuke dé dién thoai &
ca hai bén tai quan nén chi ldy moét cai ma khong tim not cai con lai, nhét
ludn vao tu giay. Tém lai, day dang la phao ctru sinh cta anh. Anh nghi xem
s& goi ai dén clru minh. T4t nhién 1a nén goi canh sat. Nhung an dugc hai s6
thi anh lai dap may. Anh nghi dén thtr gidu 6 sau guong. Trudc khi lam rd
duoc thir 46 1a gi thi anh khong muén lam 16n chuyén. Anh nhin céi cira o
sanh. Dé thao cong trong khi & mot noi khong mé dugce khoa tir bén trong
nay, can co chia khoa chuyén dung.

Chia khoa a? C6 cai gi d6 lu6t qua dau anh. Chia khoa, tir d6 kich thich
tri nhd cua anh.

Shinsuke luc lai tii quén mét 1an nita. Lan nay la tai quén sau. Trong do
c6 nhét cai vi. Anh tim trong vi, 16i ra mot tim danh thiép. Danh thiép nay
duogc thanh tra Kozuka dua cho. Trén d6 ghi ca so dién thoai di dong cua ong
ta. Anh 4n sd va chd két ndi. Tiéng chudng dién thoai vang 1én ba lan thi
nghe thay giong dan 6ng trim am.

“Al0.”

“Thanh tra Kozuka phai khong?”

“Vang.”

“La to1, Amemura day.”

“A.” Giong Kozuka ddt nhién cao 1én. “La cau a? C6 chuyén gi thé? Sao
lai goi vao gio nay?”

“Toi c6 viée khan cap, bay gio thanh tra Kozuka c6 thé chay ra ngoai
khong?”

“Ludn bay gio?” Su ngac nhién thé hién rd qua giong noi. “Khong phai 1a

khéng di duoc, nhung viée khan cap 1a viéc gi thé.”



“Hoém trudc, ong c6 dua tdi xem cai chia khoa nhi? Cai chia bi 4n ma
Kishinaka Reiji gift ay.”

0

“T6i tim thay can ho v&i 6 khoa co khi vira véi cai chia d6.”

“That sao?”

“Néu 6ng hoi co chic chan thé khong thi toi khong du tu tin dé khang
dinh. Thé nén t6i mudn xac nhan xem. f)ng ¢ thé cam chiéc chia khoa d6
dén day khong?”

“Chd d6 1a ¢ dau vay?”

“Ong c6 dén dugc khong? Hay 1a khong mudn dén?”

Kozuka thoang im ldng trudc cau hoi cua Shinsuke, co 1€ dang tham do
xem cau chuyén c¢6 dang tin khong.

“T6i hiéu roi. Toi sé dén.” Kozuka néi. “Cau cho toi dia chi.”

“Ong c6 biét Universal Tower ¢ Nihonbashi khong?”

“Chung cu siéu cao tang ndi tiéng d6 ha? Di nhién t6i biét. Vay & chd d6
ha?”

“Phong 4015.”

“4015... Thé cau dang & dau? Trong phong 4015 d6 ha?”

“Dung vay.”

“Thé d6 1a nha cta ai vay?”

“Cai d6 toi khong biét.”

“Khoéng biét u?” Kozuka ngat 10i. Gwong mat nhan nhé day kho hiéu cua
ong ta nhu hién ra trudc mat anh. “Nhung sao cau lai & d6? Trudce khi téi do,
t6i mubn nghe tinh hinh da.”

“N6i ra thi dai lam. Ma ciing toan nhimg viéc t6i khéng hiéu thoi. Tom
lai, ong hdy dén diy nhanh 1én. Con mét viéc rat kho giai thich, t6i khong

thé ra khoi noi nay.”



Anh nghe thay tiéng Kozuka chép miéng.

“Toi chang hiéu dau vao voi dau. Cling chang con cach nao khac, thoi toi
s& dén thtr xem. Toi phai dén don lay chia khoa, nén s& mat chut thoi gian
day. Thé nén cir & day di! Bay gid cdu dang noéi chuyén véi toi qua dién
thoai di dong a?”

“Pling vay.” Shinsuke doc sé cho Kozuka. “Ma ¢ thtr t6i muén nho 6ng
cam dén.”

“Gi vay?”

“Ong ma mang duoc cai kim bé kim loai cho t6i thi toi rat biét on.”

“Kim bé kim loai u? Chuyén gi vay? Sao cu can dén thi d6?”

“Pén day thi 6ng s& hiéu. Thay vi hoi, nhin tdn mat s& nhanh hon.”

“Kha 14 nghiém trong nhi! T6i hiéu rdi, t6i s& c6 gang.”

“Ma t6i ¢6 viéc mudn ong chi gitp.”

“Cau giuc nguoi khac nhanh ma gio con hoi a?”

“Kishinaka Minae c6 chi em sinh d61 khong? Hodc c6 chi em ho nao
gidng co6 ay khong? T6i nghi ddy 1a mot cau hoi la.”

Kozuka lai im 1dng. Nhung Shinsuke c6 cdm giac khong phai do cau hoi
cua cau.

“Cau cling thay r6i sa0?” Kozuka hoi.

“Gi co?” Mot suy nghi l6e 1én trong dau Shinsuke ngay sau khi ong ta hoi
nhu vdy. Anh d3 hiéu y nghia cau héi cua Kozuka. Shinsuke tiép tuc. “Hon

ma cua Kishinaka Minae u?”
Co tiéng thd dai.
“Cau thdy tan mat hay nghe ai n6i?” Giong Kozuka kha khan truong.
Shinsuke ngam nghi mot lac roi tra 10i: “T6i tin mat thay.”
“Cau thay ¢ dau?”

0 day.”



“Hiéu r6i... Toi dén ludn day.”

“Cho da. Co ta khong c6 chi em nhi?”

“Ca chi em sinh d6i 1an chi em ho gidng c6 ta déu khong c6.” Néi xong,
Kozuka cup may.

Shinsuke nhin thoi gian hién trén man hinh dién thoai. Hon bon gio sang

roi. Chang co gi 1a vo 1y khi giong noi cua Kozuka ltc dau khéa budn ngu.



Chuong 26

Khoéng thot gian dang so hinh nhu kéo dai mai. Trong luc d6, Shinsuke
nhin man hinh dién thoai sudt. Anh that sy mubn goi cho ai do, mudn giao
luu voi thé gidi bén ngoai kia. Nhung ma khong dugc lang phi pin dién
thoai. Kozuka cling s€ lién lac vao day nira. Hai tiéng sau khi goi di¢n thoai,
tiéng chudng cira vang 1én. Shinsuke 6m dau gdi ngdi ¢ sanh. Anh dap
‘Vang’ that to.

“To1 day.” Giong Kozuka vang 1én.

“Ong mo cira di.” Shinsuke noi.

C6 tiéng chia nhét vao 6 khoa. Hinh nhu khoa vira khép. Puong nhién 1a
thé nén méi mo duoc cai clra tu dong dudi tf?mg mot.

Cua dugc méd ra. Kozuka mac ao Polo tréng budc vao. Vién thanh tra

nhin Shinsuke, tron xoe mat ngac nhién.

“Gi thé nay? Trong bo dang cau kia.”

“Thé nén t6i mbi bao 1a 6ng xem tan mat nhanh hon 13 t6i giai thich ma.”

“Nhung xem r0i t6i lai cang khong hiéu gi.”

“Tém lai, ong co thé 1am gi d6 vai cai nay khong?” Shinsuke gio cai cong
1én va noi.

“Cau bi ai xich day?”

“Phu ntt.”

“Phu ntr 4?” Kozuka nhiu may mot cach khé hi€u. “Thoi, cau noi tinh

hinh cho t61 di! Cat cong ctr d€ sau.”

Khéng con cach nao khac, Shinsuke danh ké van tat tinh hinh. Kozuka



budng ra nhiing 16i cam than va nghi ngo, roi dit cau hoi.

“Gi vay? Chuyén nay...” Nghe xong, Kozuka noi. “DPung la mot cau
chuyén kho tin.”

“Dung vay, nhung d6 13 sy that. Bang chung 13 t6i 1dm vao canh nay
day.”

“Pung 1a trong khong giéng nhu dang dua gidn.” Kozuka mang ca tai thé
thao dén. Ong ta mo thi, 1dy ra cai cua sat. “Toi ty ¥ muon tam ¢ don day.

Tir trude dén nay, chang c6 thanh tra ndo 1am nhu thé nay dau.”

“Xin 16i. T6i ng 6ng roi.”

Kozuka dung cua sat cat cai cong ¢ ¢d chan Shinsuke.

“Cudi cung t6i d3 duoc ty do.” Shinsuke mic quan 4o 16i tir ta dé giay ra.

“Du sao thi, ddy thuc ra 1a phong gi vay?” Kozuka nhin khip phong.
“Nguoi phu nit d6 binh thuong song ¢ day a?”

“Chuyén do to61 khong r6. Khoa duoc bd tri kiéu rat la. Toan bd cira sd
déu bi bit kin. Thém nita, 0 dac hau nhu khong c6. Toi nghi khong thé sinh
hoat binh thuong ¢ noi nay dau.”

“Vay sao?”

Kozuka cam cai cua, di quanh can hg. Shinsuke cling di theo sau. Kozuka

mo t0 quan 4o, ta bat dia ra xem, déu tréng khong.
“Khong c6 cam giac 1a ¢6 nguoi song & day.”
“Dung vay.”
Kozuka dimg trudc cin phong bén canh sanh. Ong ta dinh mé cira nhung

khong dugc.
“Chd d6 bi khoa ddy.” Shinsuke noi.
“Khong xem duogc 1a bén trong c6 gi nhi?”
“Vang.”

Sau khi van tay ndm ctra lach cach vai lan khong duoc, Kozuka quay lai



nhin Shinsuke.

“Nay, néu bi nhdt thé nay thi bat ctr cach ndo dé trén thoat duge déu phai
1am hét nhi? Thuc té thi ciu d3 pha hong cai moc treo khan dé 1y duge dién
thoai.”

“Vang...”

“Lam hong d6 dac trong nha nguoi khac 1a khong tot, nhung trong hoan
canh nay thi tha thir dugc. S€ khong ai trach cau dau. Du c6 pha hong mot
cai cua thi cling la vi khong con cach nao khac ma.”

Shinsuke hi¢u diéu Kozuka muén noi.

“Pé t6i pha cira 42”7

“Khong phai to1 ra 1€énh dau. Du cdu c6 pha thi cling khong ai trach ct
dau.”

Shinsuke nhin guong mat Kozuka. Guong mat ranh manh d6 dang cuoi
nhe nhén.

“Panh vay.” Shinsuke thd dai. “Ong cho t6i muon cai d6.”

“Pay.” Kozuka chia cai cua vé phia Shinsuke. “Néu pha phan trén cua cai
tay nam nay thi s& nhanh thoi.”

Shinsuke hai tay cAm cua, bo that manh vé phia ctra nhu riu bo cui. Ludi
cua chic chan di han nhitng dudng tuyét my 1én canh cira. Anh b di b6 lai
mAay lan. Chang bao 1au sau d3 tao thanh mot 15 trén ctra, vira ding ¢ tay
ngudi nhét vao duoc.

“Pugc roi, dung lai!” Kozuka ngan Shinsuke roi nhét tay trai vao 16 do.
Hinh nhu 6ng ta dinh mé khoa tir bén trong.

“Thanh tra Kozuka ma ciing phai dong tay chan 4?” Shinsuke thd hon
hén.

“Nay, dimg néi may 10i cimg nhac nhu vay.” Tiéng kim loai loang xoang
vang 1én. “Dugc 101, khéa mé duoc rdi.”

Kozuka mé canh cira. Can phong tbi om. Bat cong tic trén tuong lén.



Anh dén tuyp chiéu sang khip phong.

“Ha?” Kozuka kh& thét 1én, roi noéi nhu hét. “Gi thé nay? Can phong
nay...”

Shinsuke dimg ¢ ngay 156i vao nhin bén trong cin phong. Anh ngac nhién
roi ciing hiéu tm trang cua vién thanh tra khi kéu 1én that thanh nhu vay.

Chao don ho trong can phong la 1ii ma no canh.



Chuong 27

Cén phong rong khoang muoi hai mét vuong, nhung chi mot ntra dién tich
1a khoang tréng dé di lai. Co hai céi gia bang thép, trén d6 dat may tinh va
thiét bi ngoai vi. Trén birc twong d6i dién c6 gia bang kim loai. O d6 dit binh
nhua dung chat 1ong, chat bot, nhitng may moc Shinsuke chua ting thay
trong doi, rdi co ca can dung hoa chat.

Sau trong phong c6 ddy ma no canh dung. S6 luong khoang hon chuc
con. C6 ma no canh khoéa than, ma no canh mac quﬁn a0, ma no canh chi co
nira than trén, chung quy 14 rat nhiéu loai.

“Kishinaka Reiji 1a ngudi ché tao ma no canh.” Kozuka nhin quanh
phong rdi nodi. “Anh ta cat cong t6i tan ddy dé 1am viéc sao?”

“Khoéng, khong phai cong viéc dau. C6 18...” Shinsuke di vé phia ma no
canh. “Muc dich khi dén day clia anh ta 1a... thit d6.”

“La cai gi?” Kozuka dén bén canh Shinsuke.

“Nhitng con ma no canh nay déu c6 guong mit gidéng nhau. La guong
mat cua Kishinaka Minae.”

“Ha? Vay sao? T6i khong rd 1am.”

“La Kishinaka Minae.” Shinsuke ni.

Nhitng guong mit xép thanh mot hang kia chic chin 13 ctia Kishinaka
Minae. T 1a mang guong mit ctua Ruriko. Biéu cam cua ching khong
gidng nhau, c6 guong mit cudi, c6 guong mit hoi tirc gidn, c6 gwong mat
hon ddi, du ca. Chi khong c6 guong mit khoc. Nhung dang sau biéu cam cia
con ma no canh nao cling nhu an chira mét ndi budn voi voi.

MGt ma no canh thu hut Shinsuke. Khong nham di dau duoc, do6 1a con



ma no canh duoc chyp hinh trong quyén anh d6. Gidng trong buc anh, nd
dang mic vay cudi. Poi mat nd dang nhin cham chim Shinsuke nhu cb noi
diéu gi d6. Shinsuke ngoanh mit di chd khac.

“Kishinaka Reiji lam ma no canh gidng ngudi vo da chét cua minh trong
can phong nay sao?” Kozuka noi.

“Hinh nhu 1a vay.”

“Dung la mot cau chuyén ron nguoi. Du cling c6 chut thuong cam.”
Kozuka deo ging tay, md ngin kéo ti thép ra. Trong d6 nhét day tai liéu, so
sach. Kozuka dao mat nhin may gidy to d6. “Hinh nhu 13 tai lidu vé san xuét
ma no canh.”

Shinsuke tho tay ra. Kozuka ngan lai, roi lap tirc ném ra cho anh thir gi
do. La gang tay.

“Pé van tay dinh bé bét trén nay thi cha thu hoach duoc gi dau.”

Shinsuke gat dau, deo ging tay vao, ldy mot quyén tai liéu tir trong ngin
kéo ra. La quyén day nhat. Trong d6 kep ddy ban sao chép cac bai luan van.
Shinsuke doc tirng dau muc mot. Nghién ctru da nhan tao sir dung Silicon
Polyme, Chan tay gia dang ap luc dau, Nghién ctru va cac van dé cua mat gia
di dong dang dién tir, Thay doi biéu cam bup bé bang may vi tinh, Nghién
ctru s6 13 vé robot. Khong c6 1y nao Shinsuke hiéu duoc ndi dung chi tiét
ciia may bai ludn vin d6. Nhung nhin vao tiéu d¢, anh dé dang doan ra
nhiing bai nay dugc tap hop lai voi muyc dich gi. La Kishinaka Reiji dinh tao
ra ma no canh giéng ngudi nhat. Tat nhién d6 1a ma no canh giéng voi ngudi
vo di chét cta anh ta. Khong chi giéng & vé ngoai, anh ta con mudn lam cho
ma no canh chuyén dong, thay d6i cam xc.

C6 4m thanh dién tir vang 1én. Nhin sang thi thay Kozuka da ngoi trudc
may tinh r6i. Ong ta khéi dong may tinh.

“Tuyét that!” Shinsuke cam phuc.

“Cau dang nghi mot thanh tra trung tudi nhu t6i khong thé nao biét sir

dung may tinh dung khong?”’



“That long ma noi thi dung vay.”

“Cau khinh t6i thé 13 1am kho t6i ddy. Trong thé nay thoi nhung t6i ting
1ap duoc ca trang web diy.”

“That sao?”

“Nhung chang ai budn vao trang web d6 nén cang ngay cang do rdi toi
cling thoi luon.”

Man may tinh hién 1€én man hinh dic trung cua Macintosh.

“Minh chua dung may dong Mac bao gid, nhung khong sao, chic s& xoay
x¢& duge.” Kozuka 1am bam mot minh.

Shinsuke mé ngan kéo khac. Trong d6 nhét may do vin phong pham, va
quyén s6 B5. Anh lay quyén s6 d6, vo tinh gio ra xem. Anh bdng thét 1én

mot tiéng ngac nhién. Trong d6 viét chi chit cac dong chir nho.

* Ngay 10 thdang 7.
Lam thir mat. Svra lai phdan dau dd lam trude d6. Té mau. Guong
mdt gan giong véi Minae. Nhung chi gan giong théi. Van la mét

thit hoan toan khdc. Can tao khudén mdéi, lam dau chuyén dung.

* Ngay 12 thang 7.

Lam dau Minae bang dat sét. Tao hinh miii khé qud. Xir Iy hinh
danh tir anh chup, ldy sé do kich thude. Piéu ngac nhién la miii ¢6
dy cao, nhé vieot chudn trung binh cia nguoi A Pong. Pé khé dén

tan dem, tao khuon bc%ng thach cao.

* Ngay 13 thang 7.

D6 cao su silicon vao khudn. Dong thoi pha son. Khong pha dwoc
mau da giong cia Minae. Khéng tim thdy thir gi phit hop dé lam

toc co ay.

* Ngay 14 thdang 7.



Son mau cho phan dau. Gwong mdt Miane nhw hoi sinh. Nhung

van co gi khang khac. Qua nhién la o doi mat.

Pay hinh nhu 13 ghi chép vé qué trinh ché tao ma no canh. Mot dén hai
ngay ghi vao ddy mot lan. Shinsuke doc luét tir phan dau. Ngay tir dau,
Kishinaka Reiji d& don tdim huyét dé 1am ra ma no canh giéng véi ngudi vo
d3 chét. May thtr chuyén mon thi Shinsuke khong hiéu, nhung co 18
Kishinaka d3 4p dung rat nhiéu k¥ thuat ma trudc nay khong duoc sir dung
trong viéc san xudt ma no canh. Vi du nhu 1am nhan cau riéng, khi 1am mat
thi cho nhan cau vao trudc, phuwong phap nay hinh nhu khong pho bién.

Qua chin thang rudi, cudi cung Kishinaka Reiji d di dén dich, vi d lam
hoan chinh con ma no canh c6 thé goi la ban sao cua vo anh ta. Anh ta dat
tén no 1a ‘bup bé Minae’, mac ca vay cudi cho no.

La con ma no canh nay, Shinsuke nghi.

Vao dém lam xong ‘bup bé Minae’, Kishinaka Reiji dat n6 1€n phia trude,
nang cdc udng ruou cung. Db udbng lic d6 1a Irish Cream. La loai ruou
Kishinaka Reiji goi khi dén Myoga. Theo ghi chép ndy, sau d6 anh ta vin
tiép tuc 1am ‘blp bé Minae’. Hinh nhu 1y do 1a muén 1am nhitng con ma no
canh c6 biéu cam guong mit va trang phuc khac nhau. Dt ma no canh trong
moi ngéc ngach ctia can phong, chic mudn ddm chim trong cam giac lac nao

cling dugc ¢ bén canh no.

Nhung ma niém hanh phuc d6 chang kéo dai lau.

* Ngay 10 thang 10.
Néi chuyén véi Minae. Nhung khdng dwoc dap lai. Vé diém nay,

liic nao ciing vdy. Tam trang ciia minh khong tot ti nao. Nhin vdo
déi mat Minae, minh hiéu diéu c6 dy muén néi. Cé6 dy muon dwoc
song. Cé dy mong mét co thé cé thé cir dong dwoe. C6 dy muon cdi
c6 hong phdt ra dwoc tiéng néi. Nhwng minh chang thé khién

Minae hoi sinh. Minh vo dung hon ca mot con con trung nho nhoi.



Co lé vi the nén anh mat Minae moi buon bd dén vay.

Sau do, Kishinaka Reiji ngirng ghi chép mot thoi gian. Thoi gian ghi chép
d6t nhién chuyén dén ngay Hai muoi thang Muoi hai.

* Ngay 20 thang 12.

Chuyén dén ché mdi, viéc dau tién la vé gwong mdt Minae trén
mdy tinh. Diing bip bé sé mét dé xdc dinh toa do ldp thé van phdi
kiém chitng nguyén liéu. Ngoai cao su silicon ra con ding dwoc gi
nita? Phan khung lam bang titan hay carbon? Cir déng di nhién la

bang déng co.

* Ngay 21 thang 12.

Kiém chirng hé co. Néu dwge, minh khéng muén ding dong co. Cir
déng ma cé tieng on ciing khong tw nhién. Minh khéng dinh bién
Minae thanh robot. Néu dwoc, minh muén lam bcing thir duoc goi
la da nhan tao. Tim tai liéu vé tay, chdan gid. Minh chang tim thdy

¥ kién nao co vé ap dung duoc, thoi cur in ra da.

* Ngay 23 thang 12.

Phat hién tai liéu hitu ich vé da nhén tao. Co ban la silicon, nhung
cdu triic khdc. Theo tai liéu thi diém khé la bdo tri chang? Sé ton
cd thoi gian va cong sike dé duy tri vé twoi méi cua lan da. Néu
lam dwoc da cho Minae thi minh chcfng mang kho nhoc. Vé co, hé
thong dp lwe dau la phwong an t6i wu. C6 1é can déng co xung cho

mdy phan chi tiét. Thu thép tai liéu vé ring gid.

Chuyén dén chd méi ma anh ta ghi trong nay c6 18 1a chuyén noi 1am viéc
dén day vao thoi gian d6. Kishinaka Reiji bat dau nghi téi viéc ché tao bup
bé giébng nguoi nhat ch khong don thuan ché tao ma no canh nita. Sang

nam méi, Kishinaka Reiji bat ddu ché tao may phan co ban. Pén thang Hai,



cuodi cung da lam dugc khuodn.

* Ngay 5 thang 2.

Phan dau ciia MINA-1 tam hoan thanh. Minh khéng hai long voi
thir lam dwoc. Vé ngodi ciia né vé co ban giong hét lic lam ma no
canh. Mdt va méi cé thé cir dong dwoc, nhung dong tic gwong gao
lam. Con da thi rat tuyét. Khi déng mdt né lai, y nhw lic Minae
con song.

Minh thir hén 1én méi. Cam gidc con chit cirng nhdc. Phdi kiém
chung lai tai liéu. Minh da cho thiét bi cam bién tia héng ngogai

vao mat, nhin vao sé khong thday giong mat gia.

* Ngay 7 thang 2.

Bt tay vao lam than trén. Piéu chinh dg to nhé cia ngwc bang tii
silicon. Tao hinh kho that. Nho thay doi vat lidu lam nim il bcing
nhira nén hiéu qua khd tot. Lam phan da khuyu tay cho dep kho
qud. Néu chi thay vt liéu dwdi nach thi don gian, nhung minh
khéng mudn ting thém cdac doan néi. Con diém khé la day dan tin

hiéu o phan co bung nhin ro qua. Van con nhiéu van dé lam.

Shinsuke ngang dau 1én, nhin quanh. Anh tim MINA-1 dugc ghi trong
nay. Nhung khong c6. Anh lai nhin xuéng quyén so. Pén thang Ba, MINA-1
lan dau duoc lap ghép. Nbi phan than trén va than dudi, diéu chinh nhiéu

phan khac.

* Ngay 3 thang 3.

Minh muén mdc quan do cho MINA-1 truée 16 héi bip bé, nhung
khéng kip. Cir déng canh tay van chwa thodi mai. Nguyén nhan do
cwr dong tay phuc tap hon chdn, nhung nguyén nhan chinh la do
trong lwong 16n hon minh dy tinh ban dau. N6i la vdy nhung gio

rdt khé dé giam thém trong lwong. Néu siét chdt civ dong tay thi sé



gidi quyét dieoc van dé nay, nhung qud nhién minh khéng thé lam
vdy. Minae rdt giéi choi dwong cam. Mt Minae khong thé ddanh

dan dwong cam thi khong con la Minae nita roi.

* Ngay 5 thdang 3.

Pau ciia Minae di hoan thién. C6 thé tw do thay doi biéu cam.
Tom lai, minh sé nhdp muwoi hai loai biéu cam vdo may tinh. Két
qua thir nghiém tét. Minh quyét dinh giam bot cir dong canh tay.
Dui vdy nhin ciing thdy khéng c6 vin dé gi. Nhitng phan cir dong

troi chay da co cam giac tw nhién. Mai minh sé gan toc.

* Ngay 6 thang 3.

Da gan xong toc va long trén toan than. Mai sé gan dau vao co

thé. Trong mét ngay ma xong thi tot.

Du trong mdt ngay ma xong thi tot, nhung budc hoan thién cudi cing bat
dau tir ngay Bay thang Ba hinh nhu khong duoc thuan loi. Khong phai chi
lap mdi phan may thoi, ma con phai ndi sao cho phan da trong khong co gi
khac la. Thém nita néu luc thir nghiém ma khong ctr dong tot thi lai phai thdo
ra lan nita. Trong hai tudn, Kishinaka Reiji di thdo ra lap lai phan dau tong

cong muoi lan.

* Ngay 19 thdang 3.

Ldp phan dau. Mdt kha khé céng sire dé sira phan rdp néi da. Pt
ngoéi 1én ghé, chi thi bang diéu khién chiéu tia hong ngoai. Cir
dong tay chan dwoc cdi thién roi, nhung nhitng chd vin ngudi van
chua dwoc ty nhién. Hinh nhu trong luong dau anh huong xdu dén
co' cau xoay héng. Minh phdn van mdi, réi quyét dinh thdo phan

ddau ra lan nita. Nhung toi nay mét quad roi nén minh sé di ngu.

* Ngay 20 thdang 3.



Thao roi dau, kiém tra lai phan xoay héng, ding nhw minh nghi, bi
cong roi. Pdy la mét 16i tinh todn hét sitc co ban. Hay lam lai
phan xoay nhi? Nhung khéng thé thay doi hién trang va kich

thuroc.

Khéng hiéu sao sau d6 cudn so bi xé mat mot trang. Thé nén ghi chép
nhay ludn dén ngay Ba muoi thang Ba. Shinsuke stng sot khi nhin thay doan
ghi chép ngay d6. Vi MINA-1 d3 hoan thanh roi.

* Ngay 30 thang 3.

Hom nay la sinh nhat thir hai cua Minae. La ngay ky niem Minae
dd phuc sinh ruc ro. Minh thi mac do cho MINA-1. Lam xong sé
mdc quan do gi, minh dd quyét dinh tir trudc réi. La bé vay lién
mau trang do. Tuy khéng hop lam véi thoi tiét nay, nhung do la bé
vay dau tién minh mua ting cé dy. Puwong nhién la b vdy vira in.
Cé dy song lai roi. Minae dd quay tré vé bén minh.

“Mirng em vé nha.” Minh néi.

“Em vé roi day.” Cé dy dap.

Minh nghe thdy giong cé dy.

“Em dung di dau nita nhé!”” Minh noi.

“Em khong di nita dau.” Co dy noi.

Pay 1a ghi chép cudi cing. Pang sau toan 13 gidy tring. Shinsuke dong
quyén so lai. Co vé Kishinaka Reiji da lao tam kho tir dé tao nén con bap bé
gidng hét vo minh. Anh chi ban tdm 13 sao con bup bé d6 khong & trong can
phong nay. Theo ghi chép thi n6 kha 1on.

Va hinh nhu né khéng bi thdo ra dé bao quan & dau ca. Phai ching
Kishinaka Reiji dd chuyén n6 dén chd khac. Nhung dé 1am gi?

Anh dang mai suy nghi, chgt Kozuka hoi: “Trong do c6 ghi gi tha vi
khong?”



Trudce lac hdi, ong ta van dang xem mdy tinh.

“Tha vi hay khong 1a tiry cach nghi ctia mdi ngudi.”

“Cau thy sa0?”

“Thu vi 1am!” Shinsuke dé cudn so 1én ban. “Du c6 chit dang s¢.”

“Ho!”

“Ong dinh 1am gi bay gio?”

“T6i dang xem tir dau. Kishinaka Reiji khd gioi vi tinh. Noi that 13 toi
khong sanh kip.”

“Khéng c6 gi vé miy con bup bé sao?”

“May thir kiéu tai liéu thi c6 ddy.” N6i roi, Kozuka nhin sang man hinh.
“Q, cai gi day?” Roi ong ta di chuyén con chudt. “DOLL nghia 1a bup bé
nhi?”

“Dung vay.”

“Co6 mot thu muc tén nhu vay. Ha ha, trong nay ¢6 anh.”

Shinsuke ding sau lung Kozuka, nhin vao man hinh. Nhitng hinh anh
hién 1én trén man hinh. La anh cua bup bé Minae.

“Ha ha, hoa ra anh ta chup anh tac pham ctia minh r6i luu trong nay.”
Kozuka néi.

Cé céc file dé tén DOLL 1, DOLL 2. C6 1& luu rat nhiéu anh céc kiéu cia
bup bé Minae. C6 mot file tén MINA-1. Shinsuke chi tay vao do.

“M¢ cho to1 xem cai nay.”

“OK.” Kozuka di chuyén chudt dén do, kich dap.

Hinh anh hién lén trén man hinh. Khoanh khic nhin thay hinh anh do,
Shinsuke khong thét nén 10i. Kozuka ciing nin thd kinh ngac. Ong ta dua
mit vao sat man hinh roi noi:

“Nay, day 1a bup bé ha?”

Trong anh 1a mot c6 gai ngdi quay vé phia nay, mac by vdy mau trang. La



Ruriko, Shinsuke 14m bam.



Chuong 28

Vl‘ra budc ra khoi chung cu, anh mit troi gay gat tram lén khip nguoi
Shinsuke. Anh l4y tay che mat, di bo vé phia ga tau dién ngam. Gio cao diém
budi sang da bat dau roi. Pam bui nhwa dudng bam lay co thé mudt mo hoi.

Kozuka van con & lai can phong d6. Ong ta ndi mudn diéu tra thém.
Shinsuke thi khong mudn & lai thém mdot gidy ndo nira nén chudn vé trudc.
Kozuka hoi anh dinh di dau, anh dép 13 vé nha. Ciing chang c6 noi nao khac
de di.

“Pung di xa qua! Toi s€ con lién hé véi cau.” Kozuka noi voi Shinsuke
luc anh x6 giay budc ra khoi can ho do.

Du vay, Shinsuke van thac méc 13 Kishinaka Reiji lam gi trong cin phong
ky la ay. Viéc anh ta lam bép bé giéng ngudi vo di chét thi anh hiéu. Nhung
ma MINA-1 1a thtr gi? Theo ghi chép, Kishinaka mudn tao ra mot thir ngudi
nhan tao giong véi con ngudi, thyuc té hinh nhu anh ta da thanh cong. Nhung
viéc d6 that su 1a c6 thé sao? Nhitng hinh anh con sot lai trong may tinh
bdng séng day trudc mat Shinsuke.

Burc anh ghi tén MINA-1 khac vé1 DOLL 1 hay DOLL 2, nhin sao cling
thay nhu chup mot c6 gai nguoi that. Nhung ma guong mit lai gidng ma no
canh.

L& nao d6 1a Ruriko? Néu vay, Ruriko 1a bip bé dugc Kishinaka tao ra
hay sao? Khong thé c6 chuyén ngu xuan nhu vay. Co ta chic chan 1a con
nguol. Pay khong phai phim khoa hoc gia tuwong, lam gi c6 chuyén bup bé
ctr dong, ndi chuyén va lam tinh giéng con ngudi. Néu viy, ¢ ta 1a tha gi?

Theo Kozuka, Kishinaka Minae khong c6 chi em sinh do6i, cling khong co



chi em rudt thit nao giéng co ta. Anh nh¢ lai ghi chép cua Kishinaka. Nhiing

dong chit cudi cung khong thé ro1 khoi 6¢ Shinsuke.

“Em dung di dau nita nhe.” Minh ndi.

“Em khong di nita dau.” Co dy noi.

Kishinaka Reiji thuc chat da noi chuyén véi ai?

Anh c¢6 cam giac 1au lam roi méi quay lai nha minh. M& cira ra, mui am
moc xoc 1én. Kéo rém, mé tung cira s6. Pam bui phu day mit ban kinh ré
tién. Shinsuke md ngin kéo ban trang diém cua Narumi ra. Trong d6 co cai
tudc no vit hinh hoa khé can bang nhura.

Cam tudc no vit trong tay, anh di dén nha tam. Trong d6 c6 tim guong
tho kéch gin trén tudng. Bén goc guong duge cb dinh bing ren nhua. Anh
dua tude no vit vao ranh ren, van nguoc chiéu kim déng ho. Ren 16ng ra dé
dang. RS rang 1a d4 bi thao ra van lai vai 1an roi. Anh thao hét bdn cai ren ra,
than trong go tAm guong Xuéng.

Mot 16 héng 16n hién ra. Buc tuong bi pha tao thanh mdot 16 16n rong
khoang ba muoi centimet.

Dung la vay nhi, anh nghi.

Anh giéu tién & d6. La mét sb tién 1on. Chic chin 1a ba muoi triéu yén.
Anh boc s6 tién bang gidy bao va cat trong ndy. Anh ciing khéng néi cho ai
biét minh giu tién trong d6, ké ca Narumi.

Pau 6c Shinsuke choang vang. Anh 6m tdm guong, quy xudng san. Pau
dau nhu bua bo. Nhu huia theo con dau dau, anh con thay nén nao.

Trong dau Shinsuke, nhimg ky @c dang tao thanh hinh thu, nhu nhiing
manh ghép dan khép lai v6i nhau. Nhimg tht trude d6 con mo hd di thanh
hinh véi duong nét rd rang, nhitng thtr con 16n x6n xép lai theo trat ty ro

rang, nhiing phan con thi€u dan dugc bd sung. Tiéc thay, du vay tri nhé cta



anh van chua hoan chinh. Mot vai chd quan trong nao d6 bi khuyét mat.

Con song rut di roi, tm trang anh nhe nhom hon déi chat. Anh tir tu
dung day. Cat tdm guong lai chd cii, siét lai ren.

Phai tim Narumi thoi, anh nghi. Chéac chan ¢ ta dd 6m theo ba muoi triéu
yén roi bo tron.

Du cam giac vé thoi gian con 1on xon nhung hinh nhu hom nay 13 tha
Nam. Qua trua, Shinsuke goi dién cho Chizuko.

“Cau di dau vay? Hom qua, hom kia déu nghi khong xin phép, t6i lo lam
day.” Su kho chiu trong giong néi hinh nhu khong phai chi do budn ngu.

“Xin 16i, t6i c6 viéc dot xuat.”

Khong thé ndi viée bi ¢o gai bi an giam giit. C6 ndi ba ta ciing khong tin
dau.

“Viéc dot xuat 1a gi vay? ft nhat cling goi cho t61 mot cudc dién thoai
chu.”

“Ban t01 bi tai nan qua doi. Chéng cO ho hang than thich gi, nén tir trong
dém dén chuan bj tang 18 t6i phai cang dang hét. Thé nao ma quén ludn goi
dién cho ba.”

O dau day bén kia, Chizuko thé dai.

“Néu thé thi ciing chang con cach nao, nhung lan téi nhé phai goi dién
dang hoang diy.”

“Toi hiéu roi. Toi rat xin 16i.”

“T6i nay cdu toi duge khong?”

“Tdi cling chua biét. Co thé 1a khong di dugce. Vay nén ba ctr coi nhu toi
nghi nhé!”

“Ha? Thé sao? Kho cho t6i qua!” Chizuko lau bau.

“Chang con cach nao. Mai toi s& dén.” Noi rdi, Shinsuke clip may.

Pén chiéu tdi vin chua théy Kozuka lién h¢. Shinsuke thir goi dién nhung



khong lién lac dugce. Nghi nggi mdt hoi, Shinsuke roi khoi nha. Anh bt taxi,

noi véi tai xé cho dén Universal Tower ¢ Nihonbashi.

Pén chung cu siéu cao ting d6, anh di vao sanh chd thang may. Bén trai
sanh c6 modt ngudi dan 6ng mic dong phuc mau xam. Khi Shinsuke dén,
ngudi dan ong lién 1én tiéng.

“Co viée gi vay?” Ong ta hoi. Mai toc 6ng ta co nhitng duong chai rat
dep.

“T6i 1a nguoi bén chuyén phat. Cho hoi phong 4015 c6 phai cia ong
Okabe khong?”

“Okabe? Khong phai.” Nguoi dan 6ng nhin xuéng tay minh. “Tét ca tang
bén muoi thudc sé hitu ciia dng Uehara. Toi ciing chua nghe thong tin rang

ong ay cho ngudi tén Okabe thué lai.”

“Uehara u?”

“Giam ddc cong ty xay dung Teito Ay.” Biéu cam nguoi dan 6ng nhu héi
han vi néi ra diéu d6. Chic nghi rang minh trét nhiéu chuyén qua.

“N6i dén cong ty xdy dung Teito thi...”

“Thoi, tom lai, trén phong 4015 khong co ai tén Okabe ca.” Ong ta cau
kinh.

So ki keéo hoi thém lai bi nghi ngo, Shinsuke cam on qua loa roi roi khoi
noi d6. Anh ciing lo ¢ day lau qua lai bi Ruriko bat gap. Luc roi khoi chung
cu do, anh lai suy nghi. Nhic dén cong ty xdy dung Teito, anh nhé ra mot
dicu. Po 1a cong ty Kiuchi Haruhiko lam viéc.

Tai sao Ruriko lai tu do st dung can ho d6? Tai sao Kishinaka lai lam

bup bé gidng vo minh trong can phong d6?

Trén dudng toi ga tau dién ngam, Shinsuke dimg chan, 16i dién thoai ra.
Anh ding nguyén & do, goi cho Okabe Yoshiyuki. Hon ca tuéng tugng cua
Shinsuke, giong Okabe vang 1én dy han hoc kiéu nhu lai bi 1am phién gi

rol.



“Lai la anh a? Lan nay c6 chuyén gi thé?”

“Cau hay gio1 thiéu nguo1 quen lam ¢ Mizu Kagami cho t61.”

C6 cam giac cau ta thd dai mot tiéng.

“Anh lai mudn tim hicu vé Kiuchi ha?”

“U, van la viéc do.”

“Cai ga 1am ¢ Mizu Kagami d6 chi biét nhitng viéc toi noéi voi anh dao
trude thoi. Anh ¢6 gip cling chang c6 ¥ nghia gi dau.”

“Co y nghia hay khong, néu khong hoi thir thi sao biét duoc.”

“Tbi ciing dén chiu anh thoi.” Okabe lai thd dai. “Néu muén tim hiéu vé
Kiuchi dén vay thi vira hay c6 mot gi rat phu hop ddy. Anh thir tiép cén
nguoi dé xem sao.”

“La nguoi nao vay?”

“Lan trudc Kiuchi dén quan toi dung khong? Anh c6 nhd ga dan ong di
cung anh ta khong?”

“Ga deo kinh, trong gidng dan kinh doanh phai khong?”

“Pung vdy. Han c6 vé rat thich quan ndy. Sau hém d6, han c6 din mot
em tiép vién ¢ dau toi day.”

“Khong phai di cung Kiuchi a?”

“Ca nguoi phu nit di cung, tat ca ¢ hai nguoi théi. Luc ay, han co dé lai
danh thiép. Cai danh thiép d6 dang & trong tay tdi.”

“Nguoi do tén gi?”

“Kashimoto Mikio. Hinh nhu hin 1am & céng ty phian mém mady tinh.
Cong ty tén Head Bank.”

“Han c6 quan hé gi voi Kiuchi?”

Okabe khé cuoi.

“Viéc do anh tu ho1 di!”

“Dung vay. Cho to1 dia chi lién hé luon.”



“Trén danh thiép in tén cong ty va sd dién thoai di dong. A, con c6 ca
hom thu dién tir nita. Anh mu6n bi€t cai nao?”

“Cho t6i s di dong thi tt.”

“OK. Nhung dirng noi 1a nghe tir toi ddy.”

“T6i bict ma.”

Shinsuke léy chia khoa nha ra, dung n6 khic mudi mot con sb Okabe vira
doc vao lan can bén canh. D2p may roi, anh luu méy s6 d6 vao bd nhd dién
thoai. Roi anh goi di¢n ludn. Tiéng chudng vang Ién nam 14n thi bén kia nhéc
may.

“A 16.” Giong cua Kashimoto Mikio kha cao.

Sau khi xin 13i vi sy thét 1& ctia minh khi dot ngdt goi di€n, Shinsuke gidi
thiéu vé ban than. Nhung anh khong néi tén that ma xung tén 1a Kozuka.

“Thuc ra t6i c6 chuyén mudn noi.”

“La viéc gi vay?” Kashimoto canh giac. Ciing dé hiéu thoi.

“T6i muon héi vé anh Kiuchi.”

“Kiuchi? Viéc gi cua cau ta?” Kashimoto goi thang tén cua Kiuchi, khong
goi san™.
san 12 hau to di kém tén nguoi trong tiéng Nhat, dung dé dién ta sy t6n kinh
va trang trong.

“Anh khong phai chi quen biét v4i anh ta trong cong viéc dung khong?
Ciing khong phai chi 12 quan hé gip g& nhau bén ngoai?” Shinsuke cb lich
sy hét muc c6 thé. “Xin 151 vi lam phién anh trong lac ban ron, nhung sau
khi anh xong vi¢c cling dugc.”

“T6i chua biét ltic nao méi xong viéc.”

“Vay thi toi s& goi lai sau. Mot tiéng nita c6 duoc khong?”

“Tur tur, cho t61 mot chat da.”

Anh doi ba phut, chic anh ta xac nhan lai ké hoach cong viéc.



“Téi hiéu r6i. Khoang bay gio t6i ¢6 thoi gian. Gio d6 ¢6 dugc khong?”
“DPuoc. Vay gap ¢ dau?”

“Trudc clra cong ty to1 co quan ca phé tén Harmony.”

“Harmony a? T6i hiéu rdi. Vay hen lic bay gio nhé!”

Cup dién thoai, anh goi luén cho Okabe.

“Lan nay la gi nira day?” Cau ta n6i. Gigng cau ta ntra tlrc gian.

“Lac ndy cdu ndéi Head Bank nhi, cho t6i dia chi chd 1am cua

Kashimoto.”

Cong ty tén Head Bank d6 nam ¢ phd Kanda Ogawa. Cong ty ¢ tang ba
va tang bon cia mot toa nha nhé. Quan ca phé tén Harmony nam phia bén
kia con duodng, 1a quan chuyén ca phé dang. Shinsuke dén quan d6 luc sau
gi0 ba muo1 phut, goi ca phé Brazil.

Hon muoi 1am phit troi qua, lic anh dang udng ca phé thi nguoi dan ong
d6 budc vao quan. Chac chin d6 1a ngudi dén Sirius dao trude cung voi
Kiuchi. Anh ta mac bd vét mau xam.

“Anh Kashimoto.” Shinsuke cat tiéng goi.

Kashimoto tién lai gan v&i gwong mit hoai nghi. Mat anh ta dao lién tuc
nhu dé phan doan diéu gi d6. Anh ctr ngd rang anh ta nhd di timg gip anh ¢
Sirius, nhung Kashimoto nhin anh nhu thé 1an dau tién gip.

“Anh 1a Kozuka a?”

“Pung viy, xin 16i vi 1am phién anh lac ban ron.”

Kashimoto ngdi d6i dién Shinsuke. Anh ta goi ca phé Colombia.

“Thuc ra toi la...” Shinsuke chia ra mot tim danh thiép. La danh thiép
ctia Kozuka. Kashimoto nhin tim danh thiép r6i tron xoe mit.

“Anh la canh sat sao?”’

“Xin phép.” Shinsuke nhanh tay ldy lai tim danh thiép trén tay



Kashimoto. “Xin 15i, toi khong thé tuy tién dua danh thiép cho moi ngudi
duoc.”

“A, vang.” Mat Kashimoto ciing do lai.

“Anh rat than thiét voi Kiuchi dtng khong? Quan hé ctia hai nguoi 1a thé
nao?”

Shinsuke dit cau hoi luon dé Kashimoto khong c6 thoi gian ma nghi ngo.

“To1 hoc cung truong dai hoc véi cau ta. Hoc Khoa hoc thong tin, truong
X.”

“Hen chi. Hai nguo1 ¢6 thuong xuyén gap gd khong?”

“Khéng thuong xuyén lim... Pai khai thang mot 1an, kiéu nhu cau ta dot
xuat moi t61 di uéng thoi.”

“Va Kiuchi 1a nguoi tra tién... Pang vy nhi?”

Kashimoto lam vé mit ngac nhién khi nghe thay 15i n6i d6. Shinsuke nhin
thang vao anh ta roi cudi nhat. Anh mong 13 tréng minh s& dang so hét muc.

Ca phé Kashimoto goi duoc mang dén. Anh ta uéng ca phé den. Poi tay
hot run 1én.

“Anh Kiuchi lam ¢ cong ty xay dung Teito nhi?”

Nhin Kashimoto gt dau, Shinsuke mdi tiép tuc. “Anh ta lam viéc gi &
cong ty do?”

“T6i khong rd 1am. Cau ta hau nhu khong hé nira 10i vé chuyén & cong
ty.”
“Theo nhu t6i diéu tra, Kiuchi hinh nhu khong dén cong ty déu dan. Thé
ma anh ta c6 cudc song xa hoa hét murc. Toi dang nghi ngd phai c6 nguyén
do nao do.”

“T6i khong hiéu, cling khong biét. That tinh 13 thinh thoang t6i méi gip
va di nhau cung cdu ta thoi.” Giot md héi chay xudng tir thai dwong

Kashimoto.



“Anh Kashimoto.” Shinsuke kh& néi. “Néu duoc tiép dai bang tién phi
phap thi nguoi duogc tiép dai ciing bi quy trach nhiém day.”

Lo1 nay vang 1€n bén tai Shinsuke chéng cO chut hién thuc nao, nhung
duong nhu lai co6 stc de doa 16n vo1 Kashimoto. Mat anh ta tai nhot di.

“Hay tin toi. That su 13 t6i khong biét gi hét. Cau ta hoan toan thay doi tir
sau vu tal nan, con chéng thém tam su gi vdi t61.”

“Tai nan anh nhic t6i 13 vu tai nan giao théng d6 ha? Thay doi ma anh
ndi toi 1a nhu thé nao?”

“N6i thé nao nhi? Trude day cau ta 1a mot ga rt lac quan, tur sau vu tai
nan thi kiém 10i han, trc 13 tré nén 1am li. Ma vi gy ra tai nan chét nguoi
nén toi nghi cling chang c6 gi 1a vo 1y ca.” Roi Kashimoto noi thém. “Co 18
cling bi hity hon nira.”

“Huy hon u?” Shinsuke ngac nhién. “La sao co?”

Kashimoto chdp mat, nhin Shinsuke, biéu hién kiéu nhu anh khong biét 1a
sa0, con nhudém mau héi han vi ndi may 1oi thira.

Shinsuke nh& lai cau chuyén nghe tr nhan vién bao v¢ chung cu noi
Kiuchi séng. Luc dau, 6ng ta nghe rang vo méi cudi sé dén séng cung anh
ta, nhung thyc té chi minh Kiuchi chuyén ti théi.

“Ttre 1a lac d6 Kiuchi da c6 doi tuong két hon r6i?”

Kashimoto gt dau trude cau hoi cia Shinsuke. “Pung vay.”

“Nguoi phu nit d6 13 ai? Anh c6 biét tén khong?”

“T6i khong biét tén. Nhung ma, hinh nhu 1a...”

Khéng hiéu sao Kashimoto lai ¢6 vé do du. Hinh nhu anh ta dang hoang
so. Anh ta uéng mot ngum ca phé, nhu dé binh tam lai, sau d6 m&i nhin

Shinsuke. Gigng anh ta nhé hon.
“Nghe dau 1a con gai cua Giam déc...”

“Giam ddc? Nghia 1a...” Shinsuke sbt rudt hoi.



“Giam doc cong ty xdy dung Teito.” Kashimoto néi. “Thiy bao khi
Kiuchi thiang trong cudc thi quan vot do cong ty to chirc, ciu ta quen véi ai
nit ctia giam doc, roi sau ddy cang trd nén than thiét hon.”

“Gi161 that!”

Shinsuke dinh budt miéng no6i chudt sa chinh gao ma kip ngan lai. Do
khong phai 1061 ma mot thanh tra canh sat nén noi.

“Nhung ma hon udc véi tiéu thu d6 bi huy roi nhi?”

“Vang, Kiuchi khong ké chi tiét, nhung t6i nghi vu tai nan d6 1a nguyén
nhan.”

“Nghia 1a nguoi ta khong thé dé con minh két hon véi ké gy tai nan chét
nguoi?”

“C6 1& vay. Ma c6 khi ban than ¢6 tiéu thu d6 khong dinh két hon.”

“Néu vay, vi gidm doc dé han khong muon Kiuchi xuat hién trong cong
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ty chtr

“N6i 1a vay, nhung khong thé ép nguoi ta nghi viéc. Thé nén méi cho cau
ta 1am cong viéc chang cé gi quan trong. D6 1a suy luan cua t6i.” Kashimoto
noi.

Shinsuke git dau. Nhung anh van thay kho chip nhan. Sau mét hoi lau
nhin chim cham cdc ca phé ctia minh, anh méi ngang mit 1én.

“Anh Kashimoto c6 biét chung cu Universal Tower khong?”

“Chung cu méi xay xong gan day, ¢ trén duong Nihonbashi cht gi?”

“U. Kiuchi ¢6 néi gi vé chung cu d6 khong?”

“Noi gi 1a noéi gi?”

“Vi du ngudi ndo ma anh ta biét séng ¢ do...”

“Khéng.” Kashimoto nghiéng dau. “T6i chua nghe chuyén d6 bao gio.”

“Vay sao?”

Kashimoto nhin déng ho.



“Con viée gi nita khong? That ra toi dang 1am do viéc, chi chudn ra day
teo tho1.”

“Oi, toi xin 16i. Vay, cau hoi cudi cung. Anh Kiuchi ¢6 néi gi voi anh vé
vu tai nan giao thong khong?”

Kashimoto lic dau.

“Hau nhu 1a khong. T61 thi kho hoi, ma cau ta 1o rang la mudn tranh cha
dé do.”

“Ra vay.” Thi ra 1 thé, Shinsuke nghi.

“Anh c6 biét nguoi ndo khéac ciing than thiét voi Kiuchi khong?”

“Ai nhi? Sau vu tai nan, hinh nhu moi1 nguoi déu xa lanh ciu ta. Chéng
biét sao ma c4u ta thinh thoang chi lién hé voi t6i thoi.” Kashimoto nghiéng
dau méy 1an, rdi vO nhe vao tay. “A, phai roi, ddm ban d6, hinh nhu bay gio
van qua lai véi cau ta.”

“Pam ban do6 l1a sao?”

“Kiuchi c6 s¢ thich tau thuyén. Cau ta chac han so hitu thuyén cing ban.
bam do hay tu tap ¢ khu Ebisu.”

“Anh c¢6 nho tén quan do la gi khong?”

“Tén gi nhi? Toi m&i dén d6 mot 1an nén 1a...” Kashimoto gii nhe dau.

“Hinh nhu 1a... Seagull hay sao ay?”

“Seagull... La quan gi vay?”

“A, 12 quan bar cocktail. Quan c6 phong cach vui tuoi. Nghe ké 1a chu
quan ciing 1a mot dong sé hiru thuyén.” Shinsuke git dau, long tham nghi

cling dang dé gip day.



Chuong 29

H()m nay minh cr nhu vién thanh tra canh sat thuc thu éy, Shinsuke nghi
lac d6i tau dién ngdm o Hibiya trén duong dén Ebisu. Nhung ma van chua
nhin 10 dugc chan tudéng moi chuyén. Moi viéc van rdi rim nhu mé bong
bong, ciing chang tim thay cach nao dé giai quyét.

Thém nita, con chuyén Narumi. Ma khong, ¢c6 nén goi do la chuyén ba
muoi triéu yén khong? Chuyén d6 rot cudc 1a thé nao? Nghi dén thoi ciing
thay nhtrc dau.

Ro1 khoi ga Ebisu, anh di bg vé phia nam. Anh da goi di¢n hoéi dia chi

quan Seagull roi. S6 dién thoai duong nhién tim trong danh ba dién thoai.

Pi qua chd choi bowling, di thém hai muoi mét nita thi thiy quan bar do.
Quan cao han so voi mat duong, nén trude 16i vao quan co nhitng bac thang
bang d4. Bén trong quan khong rong 1am. Ban nho co ba cai, mot trong sd do
1a quay bar. Ghé ngdi & quay bar trong khong dén mirc da cho mudi nguoi
ngoi. Gio & d6 c6 bay tdm lung ngdi canh nhau. Ai trong sd d6 ciing toat 1én
dang vé ctia khach quen. Mot ban c6 khach ngoi chat kin.

Shinsuke dén céi ban gan quay bar nhat. Ghé kha cao, du ngdi 1én ghé
hay khong ciing chang khac 14 bao. Anh nhin buc tuong. Trén do trang tri
bang nhiing birc anh tau cang budm trén bién xanh.

Ngudi dan ong trong c6 vé gidng chil quan dang ding trong quiy bar.
Ong ta dé rau dai, mai toc dai budc gon sau gay. Mit, ¢6 1an canh tay 10 ra
do xan tay 40 déu den sam nhu s6 co la. Pi dén chd Shinsuke khong phai
ngudi dan 6ng d6 ma 13 mot ¢d gai tré tdm hai muoi tudi, mic 4o phdng

xanh. Co ta cling den nhém chang kém gi 6ng chu. Shinsuke thAm nghi, cha



I& day 1a tham my vién chuyén nhuém da?

“Gin & Bitter.” Shinsuke noi.

“Vang.” Co gai dap.

Ong chu dung trong quiy bar, v nhu lang nghe cau chuyén cua may vi
khach trudc mit minh, nhung that ra 13 dang quan sat vi khach lan dau tién
tGi quan va tip trung nghe xem anh ta goi d6 udng gi. Néu khong thé thi
khong phai dan chuyén nghiép roi.

“A, tir tr d3.” Shinsuke néi khi cd gai toan roi di. “Nguoi tén Kiuchi c6
hay dén day khong?”

“Anh Kikuchi 477

“Khong, Kiuchi co.”

“Kiuchi... Thé thi.” C6 gai lac dau.

“Néu co khong biét thi thoi.”

“Xin 16i.” C6 néi roi lui di.

Shinsuke khong nghi 1a minh khong thu hoach dugc gi, vi anh nhan ra
ong chu dimg trong quay bar liéc nhin minh lac anh noi ra cai tén Kiuchi.

Dy cam trang phoc. Dich than 6ng chit mang Gin & Bitter dén cho anh.

“Ruogu lanh qua!”

Shinsuke vira dit 101, 6ng chi dd mim cuoi. Shinsuke nhap mot ngum
trong luc nu cuoi kia con chua kip tat. Vi déng sic lanh, dé chiu lan tir dau
ludi dén nio.

“Ngon qua!” Anh noi.

“Cam on anh.”

“Anh Kiuchi...” Shinsuke hoi. “Pa udng loai d6 udng nao?”

Nu cudi chua tat, nhung thoang chat do dy hién 1én trén guong mit ong
chu. Vi khach nay 1a ai? chic chan 6ng ta dang nghi vay.

“Anh quen véi anh Kiuchi 4?”” Ong chii hoi.



“Khong han 1a quen biét, ma 1a khach hang cta t61.”

“Khéach hang u?”

“T6i lam & quan rugu & Azabu.” Shinsuke gio danh thiép ciia Myoga ra.
“Trudc day, anh ta hay dén quan t6i 1am.”

“A, ra vdy.” Co mat 6ng chi din ra vai phan. Biét 13 nguoi cung nganh
nghé, 6ng ta c6 vé cdi mé hon.

“T6i nghe anh Kiuchi néi vé quan nay. Anh ta bao nén dén day mot lan
xem sao.”

“Toi rat han hanh.” Ong chil hoi nguong ngung.

“Anh Kiuchi hoi ndy c6 hay dén day khong?”

“Khoéng.” Ong chii nghiéng dau sang mot bén. “Gan day toi khong thay
anh ta.”

“Vay sao? Tir bao gid anh ta khong dén day nita?”

“Xem nao, tir sau vu gi nhi?” Ong chu lam vé mit suy nghi. Nhung ma
khong biét 1a 6ng ta c6 thuc su dang suy nghi khong, hay 1a khong mudn lay
viéc riéng ctia khach ra lam chu dé ban tan.

Shinsuke rao dén. “Tir sau vu tai nan thi khong thdy dén quan t6i.” Biét
dugc anh ciing biét vé vu tai nan giao thong do, 6ng chii quan yén tAm han.
“Chd t6i cling vay.” Ong ta gt gu.

“T6i nghe no6i anh ta dong s& hitu tau véi ai d6.”

“0), dung vay, mot thoi gian sau thay anh ta goi dén, néi 1a dinh khong
dung tau nita nén dimg rt anh ta nira. Néi 1a diéu d6 khong co gi kho hiéu thi
cling dung, nhung ma t6i hoi sbc.”

“Dling thé day.” Shinsuke udng mot ngum cocktail nira. “T6i nghe nodi
anh ta cting huy hon uéc nira.”

] »

Ong chu gat dau. Pung 13 ong ta ciing biét. Long may ong ta nhiu lai.



“Viéc d6 dung 1a dang tiéc that. Hai ngudi hoi d6 hay dén day lam.”

“Hai nguoi... La anh ta di vo1 vi hon thé do ha?”

“V1 hon thé cua anh ta hinh nhu 1a ¢6 Uehara...”

“DPung vay. Co6 Uehara Midori. Mot co gai dep.”

“Toi thi chua gip bao gid. Chi biét c6 ay 1a &i nir cua Giam doc cong ty
xay dung Teito.”

“Dung vay, moi nguoi hay xi xao la chudt sa chinh gao. B6 1a mot ¢6 gai
yéu hoa, mdi khi dén day nhat dinh phai mua hoa dén. Ngay gan day c6 hang
hoa day.”

Vi khach ¢ quay bar goi 6ng chi. Pén day, 6ng ta ndi: ‘Anh ctr thong tha
nhé’, rdi quay di.

Shinsuke gio ly Gin & Bitter 1én, dé anh sang chiéu qua no.

Uehara Midori a?

Nhitng tht ma anh thu hoach dugc khi dén day hinh nhu chi c6 vay. Anh
lai con chang bi€t Han tu cua Midori viét ra sao. Hinh nhu sau vu tai nan,
Kiuchi da xo6a sach gan hét mo61 quan h¢ cua anh ta.

Anh ngdm nghi lai ting cau chuyén ctia Kashimoto va ong chi nay.
Trong s6 d6 c6 mot diém vudng mac. Nhitng vueong mac kha co ban.

Lan trude Kiuchi noéi thing véi Shinsuke ring ‘cam gidc toi 16i md nhat
lam’. Vay ma Kashimoto va dng chu nay lai néi anh ta chiu ct soc kha 16n.
Vay, cai nao moi la cdm x1c that sy cua anh ta?

Ly cocktail can ro1. Pang dinh goi ly nita, nhung anh chot nghi rang ¢ lai
day thém nira cling chang c6 tac dung gi. Khi do, co ti€p vién ti€n dén gan
ban anh. Tay c6 ta cam thir gi do.

“Xin 10i, ong chu bao dua anh xem cai nay.” C0 ta nd1 r61 dat 1én ban mat
quyén anh.

Shinsuke nhin ra quy bar.



“Pay 1a anh nhom Kiuchi lac dén Kuru-jingu lan cudi cung.” Ong chu
noi.

“Vay sa0?” Shinsuke m& quyén anh ra.

Birc anh mdt nhom dan 6ng tao dang trén boong tau, phia sau 1a bién
xanh. Guong mit ndo ciing den si giébng véi chu quan. Trong dé ciing co
Kiuchi. Da anh ta rém ning. Doi chan 16 ra tir cai quin sodc tring thon thon
nhung hin 18 co bap. Nhin sao ciing thay 12 dan ving bién.

C6 vai tim anh kiéu nhu vay trong quyén anh. Trong d6 ¢6 mot buc anh
Kiuchi khoac vai mot phu ntr.

“Nguoi phuy nit ¢ cung Kiuchi trong birc anh la...”

“La Uehara Midori d6.” Ong chu néi.

Shinsuke nhin lai btrc anh. Uehara Midori mic 4o phong mau hong cam.
Guong mat tron tria, toat 1én vé khoe khodn. Chic cling chi boi chut kem
chéng nang, nhin qua thi thiy ¢ ta hau nhu khong trang diém. Khong c6 vé
gi gidng véi 4i nit ctia giam doc.

Pong quyén anh lai, Shinsuke mang ra quay bar. “Cam on 6ng nhé!”

“May btrc anh nay t6i rira dé dinh dua cho Kiuchi. Nhung gio lai khong
thé dua nita r6i.” Ong cht cudi nhan nho.

Tra tién ly Gin & Bitter xong, Shinsuke roi khoi quan. Vira di vira gio
dién thoai ra, anh goi cho Kozuka nhung van khong lién lac duoc.

Ong ta 1am cai quai gi vay? Shinsuke burc xtc, cat dién thoai vao tui.

Luc ngang mit 1én di vé phia nha ga, anh chot nhan ra c¢6 mot cira hang
hoa ngay bén canh. Cira hang dong cira roi, nhung tdm bién cira hang dap
vao mat anh.

Shinsuke dirng budc. Tha khién anh ding budc 13 tén ctra hang viét trén
tam bién.

Vai gidy sau, suc nho ra diéu gi d6, anh quay got di.

Anh chay nhu bay tdi Seagull. Guong mat cd tiép vién day ngac nhién



khi nhin thay anh.
“Anh dé quén gi sao?”

“Quyén anh luc ndy.” Shinsuke noéi véi 6ng chil dang & trong quiy bar.

“Cho t61 xem lai quyén anh lac nay.”
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] tc dén phé Nihonbashihama la hon hai gio. Vi nhimg toa nha van phong
nam san sat nhau, khu vuc ndy c dén t6i 1a duong td6i om. Puong
Kiyosubashi c6 nam lan xe ciing yén ang khac han ban ngay. Thudng xuyén
chay qua con dudng nay chi c6 taxi dé bién trong khach.

Shinsuke dung bén duong, ngudc nhin 1én chung cu Garden Palace. Chi
c6 tdoa nha ndy 1a cira s6 con sang dén. Shinsuke tham mong mot cai cira sO

sang den do 1a can ho cua Kiuchi Haruhiko.

Phong 505 nhi?

Shinsuke budc thém mdt bude. Anh chi nghi phai gang héi Kiuchi cho
bang duoc. Anh ta biét nhimg gi? Shinsuke khong tai nao hinh dung ra duoc.
Nhung anh biét 14 c¢6 gi d6. Chi c6 diéu d6 méi 1a hién thuyc.

Pang dinh dting nap ¢ 16i vao chung cu thi qua cira kinh ty dong, anh
nhin thay cira thang may mé ra. Budc ra tir thang may 1a Kiuchi. Shinsuke
nhanh chéng d6i huéng. Roi chung cu, di sang bén kia dudng. Anh dung sau
xe Sedan dau trén duong, quan sat tinh hinh.

Kiuchi mic 40 khoac den, dat mot tay trong ti quan, di bo vé phia dudng
Kiyosubashi. Shinsuke thoang ngac nhién. Kiuchi dinh leo 1én taxi. Khong
dé anh ta kip nhan ra, Shinsuke nhanh chan budc ra duong. Mot xe taxi tréng
khach 1ap tirc tip vao. Anh gio tay 1én r6i ha xudng.

“Xin 161, chd toi mot chut réi méi cho xe chay nhé!”

Shinsuke vira dirt 101, ong tai xé trung nién deo kinh lam vé mit ngo vuc.
Kiuchi budc ra duong. Bung nhu du doan, anh ta gio mdt tay 1én. Mt chiée

taxi mau tring do trudc mit anh ta.



“Hay chay theo chiéc taxi d6.” Shinsuke néi.

“Ha?” Mat 6ng tai xé 16 1 vé kho chiu khéng gidu giém. “Ngudi ngdi
trén xe d6 co biét anh chay theo sau khong?”

“Khéng, t6i mudn 1én theo sau.”

Ong tai xé chép miéng.

“Néu vay, anh bat xe khac ho toi duoc khong?”

Xe dang trudc di di réi. Con Ong tai xé nay thi khong dinh cho xe cua
minh chay. Shinsuke nhoai ngudi 18n, tim nguc dng tai xé.

“Pirng nhiéu 16i nita, cho xe chay nhanh di! T6i s& chi tién bo.”

Gigong noi anh khong dao to bua 16n gi nhung dudng nhu cé hi¢u qua.
Ong tai xé khong noi ning gi, gat can s6, dap chan ga. Ot6 chay vat di.

Xe phia trudc di chuyén sang lan bén phai. D6 1a lan danh cho xe mudn ré
phai. Hinh nhu chiéc xe dinh r& vao duong Shinobashi. Chiéc taxi Shinsuke
ngdi cling doi lan theo. Xe bang qua duong Shinobashi, chay vé phd Kayaba.
Pén lac nay, Shinsuke nghi, 1& nao. ..

“Chay theo xe khac kho that day.” Ong tai xé 1am bam. “Vudng dén giao
thong, con bi nhirng xe khac chen vao nita.”

“Khoéng sao dau.” Shinsuke thi thim trong miéng. Anh biét cai xe d6 dinh
di dau roi.

Taxi dang trudc ré phai tir dwong Shinobashi. Pung nhu anh dy doan.

“Puogc rdi bac tai, tro 1an theo dau vét két thuc rdi.”

“0, thé sao?”

“U, 6ng di dén dang kia cho toi 1a dugc.” Shinsuke chi tay vé dang trudce.

Universal Tower dugc xdy nhu chia thang 1én bau troi dang ¢ trudc mat

Shinsuke. Xe taxi di vao bai dat kiéu vuon Anh. Taxi chd Kiuchi di ngay

phia trude. Chac anh ta da nhan ra c6 ké bam du6i minh.

Theo sau xe do, taxi chd Shinsuke cling tip vao mai hién. Tra tién taxi



xong, Kiuchi Xuéng xe trude. Trong phut chdc, mit Kiuchi toi sam lai.
Guong mat d6 nhanh chong ngoanh di huéng khac.

“Hom trudc rat cam on anh.” Shinsuke vira noi vira tién lai gan.

“Cau bam theo to1 sao?”

“U, tir chung cu anh ¢. Nhung ma...” Shinsuke gat dau. “Trén duong di
t61 d4 biét anh dinh toi day.”

Kiuchi 1am vé mit kho hiéu. Nép nhin han gitta 16ng may. Tay trai anh ta
van nhét trong tai quan. Shinsuke chi vao tay do, noi: “Tay d6 anh cam chia

khoa cua phong 4015 dung khong?”

Kiuchi mé to mat. Co trén go ma giat manh.

“Anh thay la 1a sao toi biét phong 4015 a? C6 ta khong néi gi v4i anh
sa0?”

“Tb6i chang hiéu cau dang ndi gi.”

“Thé thi ching ta cung di. Lén phong 4015.”

“T6i dén day vi cong viéc thoi. Khong ranh dé hen ho di choi véi cau
dau. Cau ra dudng, bat taxi vé di. O dy c6 quy dinh 1a nguoi khong séng &
day thi khong dugc ra vao dau.”

Noi1 doan, Kiuchi mé ctra budc vao trong. DT nhién Shinsuke dudi theo
sau anh ta. Kiuchi dimg budc, ngan ngdm quay dau lai.

“Cau dung di theo t6i. Toi s& goi bao vé day.”

“Moi anh. Néu c6 gi thi goi canh sat ludn ciing duoc. Ma khong, co khi
canh sat bat dau diéu tra roi ay chu.”

Mit Kiuchi sang 1én khi nghe Shinsuke néi vay.

“Y céu la sa0?”

“Anh biét thanh tra Kozuka & S& Canh sat Nishiazabu dang khong? Ong
ta dén chd anh may lan rdi. Vién thanh tra d6 d vao phong 4015.”

“Cau dang noi cai quai gi thé? Sao canh sat lai tuy tién vao nha t61?”



“Ong ta vao dé ctru t61.”

“Cuu u?”

“Tbi bi giam & phong 4015 dén tan dém héom qua. Nguoi dén ctru t6i 1a
thanh tra Kozuka.”

“Cau c6 ao tudng khong vay? Ai trong nha nay giam gilr cdu maéi dugc
chu?”

“Anh muén t6i néi vé viéc d6 khong?”

“T6i chang muén nghe dau. To6i chang co thoi gian nghe may cau chuyén
v van cla ciu.”

Kiuchi lai gin bang diéu khién khoa ty dong. Quay mit vé phia lung anh

ta, Shinsuke noi.

“Nguoi d6 1a ¢6 Uehara Midori. Ngudi tirng 13 vo sap cudi caa anh.”

Canh tay dinh nhét chia vao 6 khoa bong khung lai. Anh ta quay lai nhin
Shinsuke v&i vé mat gay git.

“Tb6i chang hiéu cau dang noi gi sat.”

“Vay anh hdy cho t6i biét, Uehara Midori dang & dau?”

“Sao cdu lai hoi vé cd 4y? Cau c6 quan hé gi voi co ay?”

“Thi t6i d4 n6i réi ma. Toi bi co ta giam gifr. Tai phong 4015 nay.”

“Cau dua toi a? Sao cd Ay phai giam cau chi?”

“Viéc d6 t6i cling mudn hoéi. Ma con nhiéu viéc khac t6i mudn hoi nira.
Vo chua cuéi ctia anh sao lai thanh ra nhu thé.”

Kiuchi nghién ring, mat anh ta long song soc, kiéu nhu dang chét chira
rat nhiéu suy nghi trong dau nhung lai ¢6 kiém ché khong budt ra miéng
nhirng suy nghi do.

“Anh biét Kishinaka Reiji di lam gi dung khong? MINA-1 1a bup bé. La
vo chua cuo1 cua anh. C6 Uehara Midori.”

Kiuchi guodm guom dua mat sat lai. Anh ta hoi gat dau.



“T6i n6i cho cau biét. Pung tuy tién nhac dén cai tén do6. Khong ciu sé
héi han day.”

“Co ta bay gio dang ¢ dau? Co ta dang lam gi?”

“Khong lién quan to1 cau.”

“O trong phong 4015 nhi?” Anh nhin chim chim vao mit anh ta. “Dung

vay nhi?”

“Cau di khoi day di!” Kiuchi néi. “Dung c6 dinh dang tdi1 t61 niva.”

“Thir lién quan 13 c6 ta. T6i khong thé ctr dé thé nay duoc. Hay 13 anh
muon toi lam am 1én?”

Kiuchi cdn méi. P6i mat anh ta chat day oan gian.

“G14 ma khong vudng phai vu tai nan do thi...”

“Sao co?”

“Khong c6 gi...” Kiuchi ngoanh mat di.

Sau mét hdi 1au nhin vo dinh, anh ta quay lai nhin Shinsuke.

“T6i hiéu rdi. Néu cau da noi vay, t01 s€ cho cau vao xem. Pung nhu cau
noi, té1 dinh vao phong 4015.” Anh ta gio chia khoéa ra trudc mat Shinsuke.

Budc vao thang mdy, hai ngudi dimg ddi dién nhau. Kiuchi nhin anh
bang anh mat soi moi. Shinsuke cling chang thém ngoanh mat di.

“C6 ta xung tén 1a Ruriko.” Shinsuke néi. “Co ta dung tén do tiép can toi.
Mot phu nir ky la. C6 ta gidng bip bé hon 1a con ngudi.”

Kiuchi hit mot hoi that sdu. Cai chdép mat tiép theo cua anh ta khién
Shinsuke hiéu rang anh ta giuc anh noi tiép.

“V& viéc tai sao ¢ ta xung tén 1a Ruriko, anh c6 nghi ra diéu gi khong?”

Kiuchi khong tra 101, chi nhin 1én bang hién thi sb ting trong thang mady.
Thang di qua tang hai muoi roi.

“T6i dén quan Seagull rdi.” Shinsuke tiép tuc. “Tdi ciing thdy anh cua anh

va Uehara Midori & d6. Nhin guwong mat c6 ta luc ay, to61 chang c6 cam giac



gi. Ciing khong nghi ra diéu gi. Toi chi nghi ra ltc nhin thay bién hiéu cira
hang hoa trén duong t&1 nha ga.”

Thang may di qua ting ba muoi.

Shinsuke noi: “Ctra hang Ruriko... D6 1a tén cua cura hang hoa do6. Toi
nghe n6i cd6 Midori hay dén cira hang niy mua hoa.”

Phy nit thay d6i nho cach trang diém, nhung Uehara Midori thay doi
dung mao nhiéu hon thé. Néu khong nhin thiy tAm bién hiéu cira hang hoa
do, ca do1 minh ciing khong nhan ra cd ta va Ruriko 1a cung mdt nguoi,
Shinsuke nghi. Nhin btric 4nh vdi suy nghi rang trong bic anh khong phai
Ruriko, cudi cting anh ciing phat hién ra vai dau vét.

Guong mat thon han di, co thé hoan toan doi khac, c6 thé hinh dung la da
trai qua qua trinh giam can khac nghiét. Con sy thay doi trén gwong mat chi
c6 thé 1a do tham mj.

Khong con nghi ngo gi nita, Uehara Midori ¢ tinh hoa trang thanh
Kishinaka Minae. Van d¢ 1a dong co cua c6 ta khi lam vay.

“Tai sao nhi?” Shinsuke héi. “Tai sao cO ta lai tré thanh Kishinaka
Minae?”

“T6i hity hon voi ¢d 4y hon mot nim trude.” Kiuchi néi. “Tir sau d6
khong gap lai co Ay nén co ay dang & dau, lam gi t6i déu khong biét.”

“Anh Kiuchi, thoi doi tra duoc roi day!”

“Tin hay khong 1a tuy cau.”

Luc Kiuchi néi 101 do, thang may nhe nhang dung lai. Kiuchi gitr nat ‘md
ctra’ roi hit ham, ra hiéu Shinsuke ra trude di.

Shinsuke dung & hanh lang anh di timg thay. Nghi lai thi anh méi thoat
khoi ddy sang nay théi. Trong s rat nhiéu phong nam sat nhau, anh dimg
trudc cai cira ghi s6 phong 4015. Kiuchi dén chdm hon anh mot chut.

“T6i ¢c6 mot diéu kién. Nhin cin phong xong, cdu khéng dugc hoi gi ma

phai di vé luon.”



“Thé sao dugc. Nhitng viéc t6i mudn hoi nhiéu téi mirc co thé chat day
can hd nay.”

“Thé thi toi chép nhan tra 161 cau hoi lién quan dén nhiing thr trong can
ho nay. Nhitng thtr khac thi mién binh luan.”

“Tot thoi.”

Shinsuke chua kip nhin, Kiuchi dd@ m¢ khoa. Cira m¢, Shinsuke nhom vao
trong. Ngay sau do, anh hit mot hoi that sau.

“Cai quai quy gi thé nay?”

Can ho duoc don dep sach s€ roi. Ban, ghé, tam rém che cira s6 déu bién
mat. Shinsuke mé ctra cin phong Kishinaka Reiji st dung. Qua vay, tat ca
nhitng tht trong d6 déu da bdc hoi.

“Anh don dep can phong luc nao vay?” Shinsuke hoi.

“T6i d4 nodi 13 mién binh ludn ma. Tbi chi tra 161 cAu hoi lién quan dén
nhiing thir trong can hg nay, nhung trong nay cha co6 gi ca.”

Shinsuke nhin canh ctra can phong Kishinaka Reiji st dung. Khoa bi pha
hong réi. La do Shinsuke va Kozuka lam. P6 1a dau vét duy nhat chimg
minh anh d3 & ddy dén tin sang nay.

“Nao, cau ra ngoai di! Cau da dugc nhin cd can phong nay nén man
nguyén roi chir ha?”

“Co ta dang ¢ dau?”

Kiuchi khong trd 10 cau héi ciia Shinsuke. “Cau vé di!” Anh ta ndi lai lan
nua.

Chang con cach ndo, Shinsuke danh roi cian phong. Kiuchi khoa ctra rat
ky.

“Cau diung bao gio dén day nita!” Kiuchi khé noi roi di vé phia thang

may.
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N hin vao dong ho, thoi gian da thay doi rdi. Shinsuke roi khoi Universal
Tower, dung trén via he, cho taxi di qua.

Khong thay bong dang Kiuchi Haruhiko dau nita. Anh ta roi khoi chung
cu trudc Shinsuke mot budce, chon ding thoi diém tot nén chic bat duoc cai
taxi nao roi.

Shinsuke rat thudc 14, cham lira béng cai bat Itra dung mét 1an. Hit that
sau khoi thudc vao trong, anh cam thiy té té trong ndo. Than kinh té 1iét mot
chéc rdi tinh tdo tré lai. Sau do, cac gidc quan nhu nhay cam hon han. Anh
can thtr nicotin manh hon.

Nao, gio lam gi day?

Vira nha lan khoi thude anh vira ngdm nghi. Kiuchi néi 1 dimg dinh dang
dén anh ta nita. C6 nén lam theo 16i anh ta khong? Pung 1a khong phai
khong ¢6 cach quay vé cudc song thuong nhat. Co 1am thé thi ciing cha anh
huong gi. Shinsuke chang mat gi, cr thé ndy vé nha nghi ngoi, ngay mai
cudc song binh thuong s& bat dau tro lai. Chi con vai thic mic vé may

viéc...

Guong mit Ruriko bat giac hién 1én trong dau anh. Shinsuke hoan toan
khong hiéu noi co ta nghi gi. Co ta bién thanh Kishinaka Minae dé lam gi?
Ly do co ta giam gir Shinsuke 1a gi? Co ta dang cb lam gi? Va gid co ta
dang ¢ dau?

Cam giac 6m co ta trong vong tay nhu 1i vé xa xua lam. Tuy van con
trong ky trc nhung cam giac hién thuc thi kha nhat nhoa. Anh ¢ nghi tat ca

chi 1a con 4&c mong.



Con nhiing con bup bé Kishinaka Reiji 1am ra. Ctr nghi dén guong mat
chung, Shinsuke lai lanh toat séng lung. Anh thay chiing rd rang nhu dang
muén noi diéu gi do.

Cudi cung, mot chiée taxi ciing xuat hién. Co ca hién thi xe tréng khach.
Shinsuke thd phao nhe nhdm, gio tay lén.

“Anh di dén dau?” Ong tai xé deo kinh hoi.

Shinsuke toan noi 1a dén phé Monzennaka, nhung luc d6 lai nhin sang
bén canh ghé tai xé. Mot quyén sach kep giira ghé va phanh tay. Chac 1a dé
doc giai khuay luc cho khach.

Tua dé cubn sach d6 thu hat Shinsuke, Tdn hwong cocktail tai nha. Ong
tai nay han 1a rat thich ruou. C6 khi tha vui mdi ngay cta ong ta 13 udng
cocktail minh ty lam truéc khi di ngu.

Nhin dong chitr cocktail, Shinsuke chot nghi ra. Anh noi1 véi tai xé: “Cho
t6i dén Yotsuya.”

Ong tai xé dap ‘Vang’ bang giong ching lay gi lam vui vé rdi xoay vo
lang.

Shinsuke tya han vao ghé. Nha cua Ejima ¢ Yotsuya.

Budc xudng xe taxi 1a gan hai gio sang, 1a gid Sirius dd dong cira.
Shinsuke dén cira hang tién loi gan d6 mua sandwich, ca phé roi ding trudc
cta hang an ludn. Ngay trudc con duong canh ctra hang dé 1a nha Ejima.
Trong cin nha kiéu Tay c6 thé goi 13 biét thy d6, Ejima sdng cung vo va mot
dwra con gai. Nghe dau vg 6ng ta day tra dao. Con dlra con gai ndm nay vua
dd vao truong dai hoc cho nit sinh.

Vira nuét bira t6i vao trong bung, Shinsuke vira cham chu nhin chiéc xe
di qua. Hay 12 Ejima tro vé bang xe nay? Ong ta hiém khi tat ngang dau do,
chac chan khoang tam hai rudi, chiéc Bentley s& xuat hién thoi.

Hai gi¢ hai muoi 1am phat sang, chiéc Bentley mau xam r€ phai di vao.



Lai xe khong lan vao dau dugc, 1a Ejima. Khong c6 ai khac ng6i trén xe. Xac

nhan di€u d6 xong, Shinsuke méi di bg ra.

Luc dén trude nha, Ejima lui xe vao ga ra. Shinsuke dimg cach d6 khong

xa quan sat tinh hinh.

Ejima lai xe khong dugc tot. Cai ga ra quen thudc ma ong ta ciing phai
xoay di xoay lai vo lang mat hai lan.

Pong co nging roi, dén pha ciing dugc tit. Cira xe md ra, Ejima budc
xubng. Shinsuke lai gan, chd ong ta di ra tir ga ra.

“Ong Ejima.”

Udn nguc, di thang lung, lic dtng lai, trong Ejima nhu dang ¢ tu thé
phong thu. Ong ta dang dimg dudi 4nh dén duong, Shinsuke & vi tri ngugc
sang nén nhat thoi 6ng ta khong biét ai goi minh.

“Shinsuke 4?”” Ong ta hoi, anh mat cling nhu dang hoi.

“Vang.” Shinsuke diing vao khoang sang dudi cai den.

Su canh giac cua Ejima van khong thay doi. “Cé chuyén gi vy, vao cai
gio nay?”

“C6 mot viéc bang moi gia t6i mudn hoi 6ng, nén dén day cho éng vé.”

“Viéc mudn hoi?” Ejima nhiu may ddy ngd vuc. “Dén murc phai ding
cho toi thé nay thi chéc 1a viée gép 1am nhi?”

“Vang, dang vay.” Shinsuke dap.

Ejima gt dau, cham chu nhin Shinsuke. Mit 6ng ta nhu dang c6 do xét
xem anh nghi gi trong dau.

“Vay vao nha roi hoi nhé?”

“T6i khéng mudn lam phién vo va con gai 6ng. O day ciing duoc.”

“DPung no1 c6 xong dugc khong?”

“La viéc lién quan dén dimg noi chuyén ma.”

“Sao co?”



“La chuyén dting néi.” Shinsuke nhic lai. “Hom trudc, 6ng dimg noi
chuyén vai Kiuchi Haruhiko ding khong? Ngay bén canh quan Sirius.”

“Kiuchi? Céu dang néi cai gi vay? Cau c¢6 nham lan gi khong?”

“Tbi thdy tin mat.” Shinsuke cudi mim. Nhung anh biét gdo ma minh dang
cang ctng lai. “P6 chac chan 1a Kiuchi Haruhiko. V& nguoi néi chuyén véi
anh ta 13 6ng Ejima. Ong ding néi di toi nira.”

Guong mit trude d6 con cudi cuoi cua Ejima nghe dén day bong nghiém
lai. Mt ong ta anh lén nhiing tia lanh lung.

“Liic t61 bao mudn biét vé nguoi con lai giy ra tai nan, ong Ejima tra 10i
rang khong biét gi vé nguoi d6, dung khong nhi? Ong con néi s& thir hoi luat
su Yuguchi xem. Sau do, ong cling cho t61 tén cua Kiuchi ludén. Nhung thuc
té thi ong biét rd vé Kiuchi diing khong?”

“Cur cho 1a toi biét thi dd sao? C6 anh hudng gi t6i cau khong?”

“Sao 6ng phai noi ddi?”

“Chang phai t6i n6i may lan rdi sao? Téi mudn cdu nhanh chéng thoat
khoi vu tai nan trong qua khir d6, khong muén cdu cir canh canh mai vé
nhimng viéc di xong roi. Chi vay thoi.”

“Ong biét Kiuchi Haruhiko tir trudc ding khéng?”

“Toi biet.”

“Ong quen biét thé ndo v&i anh ta?”

“N6i thé nao day nhi? Tdi quen qua vu tai nan. Chi vay thoi. C6 1& cau
quén rdi, nhung gay ra tai nan d6 13 cau va toi, chu s& hitu chiéc xe d6. Tat
ca thi tuc lién quan dén bao hiém toi ciing phai lo hét. Dé giai quyét theo
hudng do, toi da gap nguot gay tai nan con lai.”

“Buodi toi hom d6, 6ng da noi chuyén gi véi anh ta?”

“Chi 1a chao hoi thoi. T6i khong ngd lai gip anh ta & chd dé. Cling chi tro
chuyén xem gid anh ta thé nao thdi. Nay cau ciing néi roi nhi? Chi la ding

no6i chuyén binh thuong thoi.”



“Nhung trong mat t6i thi thdy hai nguoi nhu trao d6i chuyén gi d6 bi
mat.”

“Thi to1 vo1 anh ta c6 phai ban be than thiét kiéu cham mat nhau la vui
dau, nén du chao hoi binh thudng ciing khong thé 1am guwong mit ho hoi
duoc, vi vy cau méi trong thanh nhu thé thoi.”

Trong giong néi cia Ejima 4n chira ca sy sot rudt. Shinsuke hiéu ong ta
dang c6 khong thé hién diéu d6 ra bén ngoai.

Nghe giai thich nhu vay nhung Shinsuke van khong tai ndo chdp nhin
noi. Cai cach Ejima néi chuyén véi Kiuchi buoi toi hom dé nghi sao ciing
khong gidng dung no6i chuyén binh thuong.

Nhung duong nhu Ejima khong dinh néi sy that ¢ day. Shinsuke cling
khong c6 cach nao bat 6ng ta néi ra sy that. Chi biét nam hai tay dung nghe.

“Chuyén cau dinh no6i da hét chua?”

“Ong Ejima.” Shinsuke 1iém méi rdi tiép tuc. “Ong c6 biét cong ty xay
dung Teito khong?”

“Cong ty xay dung Teito? A, tén thi toi biét.” Ejima tra 101, khong chut
dao dong.

“Thé 6ng c6 biét con gai cua Giam doc cong ty d6 khong?”

“Con gai ciia Giam doc u? Khong...” Ejima nhin nho lac dau.

“Ho la Uehara. Con tén c6 gai do6 1a Midori.”

“T6i chua nghe bao gid.” Ejima qua quyét. “Thé thi sao? C6 lién quan gi
t61 to1 va cau khong?”

“P6 1a vi hon thé cii cua Kiuchi Haruhiko. Co6 that 1a 6ng khong biét
khong?”

“Vi hon thé ctia anh Kiuchi? A, t6i khong biét. Luc nay tdi ndi roi, toi chi
gip anh ta lic tai nan d6 thoi. Toi khong biét nhitng chuyén vé doi tu cia
anh ta.”

Shinsuke danh im lang. Théy vay, Ejima mim cuoi.



“Nay Shinsuke. Moi chuyén két thtc roi. Cau nghi nhiéu qua r6i day. Cau
dinh bam viu vao quéa khtr dén bao gid? Chang phai cdu c6 nhiéu viéc phai
lam hon may chuyén d6 sao? Hoc thém vé cocktail thi sao?”

“Viéc toi can 1am bay gid 1a ¢b dé hiéu nhiing viéc khong hiéu ndi.”

Ejima lac ¢au nhu mudn noi thoi di.

“T6i muu do6 gi vo1 Kiuchi duoc chu? Lam viéc do té1 dugce loi 16c gi
nao? Cau bt nong di! Toi s€ dua cau vé nha. Doi dén khi ciu binh tinh lai
roi hdy t&i gip toi. Lac do, ta s& tir tir ndi chuyén.”

“T6i dang rat binh tinh.”

“Cau ndi nang nhu dang say. May gi say lac nao ciing néi viy. Rang toi
khong say.” Ejima quay lai ga ra, mé cira chiéc Bentley ra.

“Khong can dau. Toi ty vé duoc.”

“Cau dung ngai.” Ejima chui vao xe va khdi dong may. Shinsuke nhan
mat trude anh deén pha sang choi.

Chiéc Bentley roi khoi ga ra, dimg ngay trudc mat Shinsuke. Hét cach,
Shinsuke dinh mé cira ngdi vao ghé phu. Lac d6, Ejima chi tay ra ghé sau.
Shinsuke lién mé cira sau, leo 1én xe.

“Hom trude, vo t6i 1am do nude ép nén ghé van con ban.”

“Vo ong cling lai xe dugc a?”

“Hiém khi 1ai ldm. Chi dung khi di danh goén véi ddm ban thoi. Lau lam
mo&i 1ai xe nén hoi run. Chi ban ghé xe thoi 1a may cho t6i 1am roi day.”
Ejima bong dua. Ong ta lay lai sy diém tinh vén c6.

Shinsuke cham rai dua vao ghé khoanh chan lai. Anh dugc Ejima cho
trén xe thé nay tir khi nao nhi? Hoi con lam & Sirius anh cling dugc ong ta
dua vé vai lan. Luc nhin nghiéng guong mit Ejima tir phia sau, mot cam giac
ky la lai va dén. Lai 13 ky ¢rc 40 gidc. Anh c6 cam giac d3 timg ngdi thé nay
trudc ddy, ciing ngim Ejima tir dang sau thé nay. Nhung ma khong thé co

chuyén do. Ong ta c6 dua anh v€ vai lan, nhung 1an nao Shinsuke ciling ngo1



ghé phu bén canh. Shinsuke nhin con phé vé dém qua tdm kinh trudc mit.
Anh dén pha cua nhiing xe chay nguoc hudng 1an luot vot qua. Ctr cham chu
nhin 4nh dén d6 13 y thirc lai dan mo hd, chang khac nao bi théi mién. Thoi
mién. Nghi dén tir d6, chang hiéu sao anh lai nhd dén d6i mat cua Ruriko.
Luc bi ¢ nhin cham chidm trong cin phong cta chung cu siéu cao tang do,
toan than anh khong cir dong no6i. Po ciing 1a thoi mién chang?

“Nay Shinsuke, lic trudc t6i ciing ndi chuyén nay rdi nhi? Chuyén sb
ngudi chét trong mot nam vi tai nan giao thong 4y. Cau nhd khong?” Ejima
hoi.

“Chuyén thé nao nhi?” Shinsuke dap. “Chuyén mot nim c6 khoang mudi
nghin ngudi chét ay. Néu dan sb 1a mot tram triéu nguoi thi cir muoi nghin
nguoi lai c6 mdt nguoi chét. Ct&r bdn muoi gidy lai xay ra mot vu tai nan,
nim muoi phut lai c6 mot ngudi chét. P6 méi 1a s6 licu trung binh thoi. Tan
suét va cham véi 6 to tuy tung nguoi lai khac nhau. N6i hoi cuc doan chut, ti
1é ngudi di dao mdi t6i gdp tai nan giao théng con cao hon ti 1¢ tré con so
sinh gap tai nan. Cac vung khic nhau lai khac nhau. Noi c6 tai nan giao
thong cao nhat hang nim 1a Hokkaido, xép thtr hai 1a Aichiken. Tokyo
duong nhién ciing trong top dau bang. Néu 13 nguoi sdng ¢ nhitng ving d6
va hay ra ngoai, ¢t hai muoi hay ba muoi gidy lai c6 mot ngudi chét.”

“Vi nhiéu 6 t6 qua nhi?” Shinsuke néi, vira néi anh vira nghi minh dau c6
quyén nghi d6 1a viéc ctia ngudi khac thé nay. Nhung anh khong biét phai
d6n nhan cau chuyén ciia Ejima thé nao.

“Ké bi tai nan bao gio cling c6 1y 1€ cia minh nhi? Nhung ma Shinsuke
nay, tai nan ciing nhu quan stc sac. Chi thinh thoang méi xuét hién mit xau.
Ngudi co bang 1ai xe hién gio 1a khoang bay muoi triéu. S6 phuong tién giao
thong dugc so hitu, tinh ca xe may, hinh nhu Ia tdm muoi tri¢u chiéc. Béy
nhiéu xe d6 dang chay trén moi néo duong dit nudc Nhat Ban nay. Tinh
hinh nhu thé nén méi xay ra tai nan d6. Kiéu nhu tha vai chuc vién bi vao
bon rira mit. Néu chung khong va vao nhau mdéi 1a la. Pap vao nhau 13

duong nhién. Co va thi cling c6 bi va. Truong hop cua Shinsuke 1a vo tinh



roi vao phia va vao thoi. Chi c6 vay.”

“Nguoi bi ddm hay gia dinh ho khong thé nao chap nhéan 10i giai thich d6
dau nhi?”

“To1 chi ndéi su that khach quan théi. Gid st mdt nam c6 muoi nghin
nguoi tring s6 giai mot tram triéu yén thi dat nude nay loan mat. Nhung tai
nan giao thong thi khong nhu vay. N6 1a mot thr binh thuong nhu thé.”

Shinsuke khong néi gi. D 6ng ta néi nhimng diéu nay 1a dé Shinsuke mau
quén di vu tai nan nhung chang giup dugc gi. Vén di anh ciing dau c6 nhé

~

ro.

Ejima bé 1ai manh khién Shinsuke nghiéng han nguoi sang mot bén. Tay
phai anh bam lay ghé ngdi dé gitr thang bang. Khi 4y, long ban tay anh cham
vao thir gi d6, dau nhéi. Anh cam thir d6 1én. La mot manh gi d6 dai khoang
mot centimet, rong ndm milimet. Chiéu day chic khong dén mot milimet.
Lam bang nhya. Piéu thu hat Shinsuke 1a mau sac ciia n6. Mau bac diém
xuyét tim. Anh nhd nhin thdy mau nay ¢ dau roi. Ma chua lau lam. O dau
duoc nhi?

Pang xoay xoay n6 trong tay, anh chot rung minh. Bt nhién anh nhé ra
no la cai gi.

Pay 1a mong tay. Mong tay gia. Nguoi phu nir d6 cling gin mong tay gia
gidng thé nay.

Narumi. Chéc chan 13 thé. Gio Shinsuke nhd rd mon mot hinh anh c6 son
nhiéu mau sic trén cai mong gia nay. Mau bac diém xuyét tim 13 mau yéu
thich cua co.

Narumi d4 ngdi trén chiéc xe ndy sao? Thé thi tir bao gio? Tai sao lai & xe
nay?

Khéng phai Ejima va Narumi khong biét nhau, nhung xét cho cing van 13
thong qua Shinsuke. Khong thé nghi rang Narumi di gip Ejima ma anh
khong biét.



Ong da gdp Narumi a? Luc anh dinh hoi vay, 6 t6 dot ngdt ré. Pung luc
d6, Shinsuke 1am roi ludn cai mong tay dang dé trén tay. Anh voi vang cui
xubng, tim xung quanh chan. Toi qua nén khong thay.

“Cau dang 1am gi thé?” Cam nhan su khac la & ghé sau, Ejima quay lai
nhin.

“Khéng 1am gi ca.” Vira n6i Shinsuke vira tim tiép. Nguoi anh rdi han
khoi ghé. Thay no roi & ghé trude, anh nhit 1én, dinh ngdi lai han hoi.

Pung luc d6, d6t nhién mot Am thanh vang 1én bén tai Shinsuke. La tiéng

hét cua phu ntr.



Chuong 32

0
Ao giac vé tiéng kéu nghe thdy luc nay bao tram Shinsuke. Nhimng ky trc
dugc tai hién bat thinh linh, kich tinh va twoi méi. Shinsuke nhé lai anh nghe
thay tiéng kéu trong tinh hudng giong nhu thé nay. Tac 14 luc d6 anh ngoi &
ghé sau. Ma khong, khong phai luc binh thuong. Ma y hét liic nay, bi roi han
khoi ghé. Tai sao sy viéc xay ra nhu thé?

Xe phanh gap, co thé nhu bi ném vé phia trudce. Tiéng banh xe kin kit,
tiéng thtr gi d6 bi nghién nat, nhiing 4m thanh r& moén mot bén mang nhi
Shinsuke. Tiép theo, quang canh khi d6 phan chiéu rd trong dau.

Dung roi. Luc do cling viy.

Shinsuke dinh nudt nudc bot nhung trong miéng kho khdc. Anh nhé lai
roi. Luc d6, anh ciing ngdi & ghé sau. Tir ghé sau, anh ching kién moi viéc.

Toan than anh noi gai 6c. M6 hoi ra ra dam dia. Hoi thd gip, mach dap
nhanh. Nhiét 46 co thé ting cao hon.

Canh sic xung quanh trd nén quen thudc. Anh dang chay xe trén con
duong quen thudc, nhung lai ¢ 4o giac dang & chiéu khong gian khac. Cam
giac nhu tt ca khong phai su that.

Ejima giam tbc do. Can ho cua Shinsuke dang & ngay phia trude. Chiée
Bentley nhe nhang dung lai.

“Pén noi rdi. Lan tbi, chung ta s€ tur tr n61 chuyén nhé! Néu duoc thi dé
ban ngay. Luc ay, dau 6c Shinsuke cling binh tinh hon nhi?” Ejima néi dua.
P6i mat phan chiéu trong guong nhin Shinsuke, cudi dy an y.

Shinsuke van ngdi yén trén ghé. Nhitng suy nghi lan 16n trong dau.

“Sao vay?” Ejima hoi day ngd vuc. “Cau khong sao chir?”



“Ong Ejima.” Shinsuke cham cht nhin gy 6ng ta. “Ong lam gi Narumi
15i7”

Nhin tir ddng sau thi Ejima khong c6 phan tmg gi. Pén mic trong mot
thoang Shinsuke nghi rang giong néi cua anh khong truyén duoc dén tai
Ejima. Nhung chic chan khong phai. Ngon tay Ejima dé trén dui phai khé
chuyén dong. Ngon tay tro gd gd vao dau gdi nhu danh nhip. Ctr dong do
ngimg lai. Cung luc 4y, Ejima hoi vin nguoi vé phia sau. Nhung Shinsuke
khong nhin ro biéu cam trén guong mat Ong ta.

“Narumi... Narumi nguoi yéu cau u?”

“Dung vay.”

“Y céu la sao? To6i d3 lam gi c6 4y 1a sao?”

“Ong d3 chd Narumi trén chiéc xe nay dung khong? Méi gan day thoi.”

“T6i chang hiéu cdu dang noi gi. Sao t6i lai chd co ta trén chiéc xe nay?
Co ta no1 vay a?”

“Narumi khong néi gi. C6 4y mat tich mot thoi gian roi.”

“That u? T6i khong biét chuyén do.”

“Ong Ejima.” Giong Shinsuke to hon. “Ong c6 quanh co ciing chang c¢6
tac dung gi dau. Narumi da dén gip 6ng dung khong? Va co ta giao dich gi
do véi ong. Khong phai vay sao?”

“Dau 6¢ cau co binh thudng khong vay? Sao toi lai...?”

Ejima chua kip dit 101, Shinsuke da chia tay phai ra dang trude. Trén ban
tay la cadi mong tay gia.

“Pay 1a mong tay cua Narumi. Mong tay gia. N6 roi trén ghé.”

Ejima dinh tom léy cai mong do, nhung Shinsuke da kip rut tay lai.

“Pay 1a chtmg ctr quan trong. To6i khong thé giao cho 6ng.”

“T6i chang nhé ra cai gi hét.” Ejima néi. “Toi chua timg chd Narumi du

chi mét 1an. Hay thtr d6 1a cta vo hoac con géi t61? Ho cling dén tiém lam



mong ma.”

“Thé thi toi s& nhd canh st giam dinh van tay. Nhu vay moi viéc s€ 1o
rang.” No1 doan, Shinsuke rat khan tay ra, trai trén dau géi, roi dat cai mong
vao do, can than boc lai. “Ngay mai to1 s€ lién lac vdi canh sat som. Toi nghi
thanh tra s& dén chd 6ng Ejima luon ddy, nén néu c6 chuyén gi mudn noi thi
ong dé luc d6 hang noi.”

Shinsuke con md ctra ra, lam diéu bo nhu Sf:,ip stra ra khoi xe.

“Cho da!” Ejima noéi. “Cau nghi to61 da lam gi Narumi sao?”

“Khong phai vy sao?”

“Sao to1 phai lam vay?”

“Luc ndy toi noi roi con gi. Chang phai Narumi da giao dich thir gi d6 véi
ong sao?”

“Giao dich gi chu?”

“Puong nhién 12 tién gitt im lang. Lién quan dén vy tai nan giao thong.”

Luc Shinsuke néi vay, dai tai Ejima bong giat giat. Shinsuke & tu thé
phong bi. Bau khong khi ning né bao trim hai nguoi. Ejima thé dai. Co 6ng
ta khé gat. Pong tac d6 dan manh hon.

“La viéc d6 ha?” Ejima ngirmg chuyén dong cd. “Cau nhé ra vu tai nan roi
ha?”

“To61 vira nhd ra.”

“Tét ca sa0?”

“U, tat ca.”

“Thé 4? Céu nhd ra r6i sao?”” Ejima rut ra bao thudc tir trong tai 4o khoac,
ldy mot diéu thudc, cham Iira hut bang cai bat ltra Dunhill. Khong gian trong
xe ngap khoi tring.

“Narumi, ¢0 ta da dén gip ong Ejima dting khong?”

“To1 chi ¢6 thé ndi rang chang nhé gi vé viéc do. Hay cau dang mong cho



t61 s& thu nhan diéu gi d6 véi cau ¢ day?” Ejima rit thudce.

“Narumi da doi 6ng bao nhi€u? Muoi hay hai muoi triéu yén? Co ta luc
roi khoi chd t6i da cudm di ba muoi triéu yén, nén chic doi 6ng thém hai
muoi tri€u cho tron ndm muoi triéu nhi?”

Ejima khong tra 101. C6 1€ anh da doan triing phoc.

“Ong Ejima, chung ta 1ap lai giao dich thoi. Giéng nhu bat dau tir con sd
khong y. Noi1 vay nhung khong phai ong dua lai cho t61 ba muoi triéu yén
ong lay tir Narumi 1a xong dau. Boi vi toi s& gitt im lang ca viéc ong da lam
gl d6 v4i Narumi nita. Nghia 13 tién gilt im ling phai ting gip doi lén.
Nhung 6ng hiy yén tdm. Vi toi khong doi 6ng tra gap doi tién gitr im ling
dau. Toi déng ¥ véi gia ndim muoi triéu yén. Thé c6 duge khong?”

Ejima van rit thudc theo nhip diéu khong thay d6i, nhu thé 1oi noi cia
Shinsuke khong lot vao tai 6ng ta. Poi mat thi dang mai nhin thang ra cai
kinh trudce 6t6.

“Ong khéng chip nhan sao?” Shinsuke hoi. “Nhung t6i nghi d6 khong
phai mot giao dich toi dau. Vé6i 6ng thi ndm muoi triéu yén chang phai sé
tién 16n lao gi. Ma ba muoi triéu yén trong d6 ong da bo ra mot 1an rdi con
gi. Néu thé ma van khong néi chuyén duoc thi rat tiéc, sang sém mai toi phai
di bao canh sat. Ma khong, sang ngdy méi roi, nén nghia 13 trong sang nay
t6i di ddy.”

“Ong tinh sa0?” Anh quay mit vé phia lung Ejima va hoi.

Ejima ldy gat tan ra, dui diéu thubc vao do.

“Duogc r6i.” Ong ta néi. “Ngay mai, a khong, hom nay ding khong?
Chiéu nay toi1 s€ goi lai. Thé ¢6 duoc khong?”

“Y ong 1a s& chuan bi tién dén luc d6 a2”

“Dung vay.”

“T6i hiéu r6i. Toi s& cho 6ng goi lai.” Shinsuke lai mé ctra ra. Nhung

truée khi xudng, anh hoi. “Ong Ejima, ong khong dinh lira toi cha?”



Ejima bat cuoi.

“T6i khong theo chil nghia 1am may viéc ngu xuan dau.”

“Ong no6i vay thi toi yén tam roi.”

Budc xudng xe, Shinsuke dong cura lai. Chang bo 16 mot gidy, chiée
Bentley bat dong co, lao vut di. Shinsuke nhin theo cho dén khi 4nh sang dén
hau khuit han. Vira nhin theo, Shinsuke vira nhé lai vu tai nan dém do.

Pém d6, Yuka ubng ruou dén tin luc quan doéng cira. Shinsuke dimg
trong qudy bar quan sat tinh hinh. Nhung anh khong nhé c6 ta dd udng hét
bao nhiéu ly Dry Martini.

Chang bao lau sau, Yuka d3 guc xudng quiy bar. Shinsuke hau nhu biét
hét cach udng cua khach dén quan Sirius nay. C6 ta thinh thoang lai bop
chop thé nay.

Don dep xong xudi, nhan vién gén nhu vé hét rdi, cb ta van khong nhuc
nhich. M¢t luc sau, trong quéan chi con Shinsuke va Ejima.

“Hét cach roi. Phai dua c6 ta vé thoi.” Ejima tho dai noi.

“Ong biét nha co ta khong?”

“0), biét. Cau di lay xe nhé!” Ejima bao Shinsuke.

Cam chia khoa, Shinsuke danh xe ra trudc toa nha rdi quay lai quan.
Nhung ddp vao mat anh 1a hinh anh Yuka 6m chit l1ay Ejima. Yuka vira khoc
vira 1ap lai may cdu dai loai ‘Anh 1a d6 déi tra’, ‘Dung bé em’. Nhin thay
canh d6, Shinsuke hiéu ra su tinh, rﬁng tai sao cO ta luc nao cling td1 Sirius
mot minh.

Bi Shinsuke nhin thay trong tinh canh kho coi, guong mat Ejima co vé
bdi roi. Nhung lic d6, ong ta khong thanh minh gi, chi bao: “Xin 16i, ciu
gitip toi dua co 4y 1én xe duoc khong?”

Kho nhoc dua c6 ta 1én ghé phu chiéc Bentley, Shinsuke dua chia khoa
cho Ejima.

“Vay ong ve can than nhe!”



Nhung Ejima néi: “Cau ciing 1én xe di! Nha c6 4y ciung huéng voi nha
cau. Tién duong toi dua cau vé luon.”

“Co dugce khong?” Anh hoi, so bat tién.

“Duoc ma.” Ejima nhin nhé gat dau.

“Vay t61 khong khach sao nira.”

Shinsuke ngdi ¢ ghé sau xe Bentley. Pén ltc d6, anh van nghi rang minh
s& xudng trude. Nhung Ejima lai chay xe dén chung cu cta Yuka trude tién.
Shinsuke ludng Iy nhin cach Ejima l4i xe. Yuka nira tinh nira mé, lac qua lac
lai lac ngdi trén xe. Chang bao lau di dén trudce chung cu Yuka 6. Luc do, co
ta dd tinh tdo tré lai. Nhung budc chan lic xudng xe van con lao dao.

“To61 dua cO ta 1én phong. S€ quay lai ngay thoi. Cau cho chat nhe!”
Ejima no1 vo1 Shinsuke.

“T6i hiéu r6i.” Shinsuke dap lai.

Ong ta néi quay lai ngay, nhung rét cuoc hon muoi 1lam phut sau méi
quay lai. Ngoi trén ghé 14i, gwong mit Ejima 16 rd vé khoé chiu.

“To6i dé cau cho 1au qua.”

“Khong dau.”

“C6 mAy viéc phién phtc qua.”

“To6i hiéu ma.”

Cai ca vat trén co 6ng ta dd dugc thao ra roi, nhung Shinsuke ciing chang
hoi han gi.

“To1 chi cham séc cho Yuka mot thoi gian thoi. Rbi ¢6 mot sb chuyén
nén da chia tay roi. Pang 18 sau d6 c6 thé lam ban tot. Nhung ma c6 vé kho
d6i voi co dy. Nghi dén guong mit phdt doi ciia co ay luc dén udng ruou,
dot nhién t61 nh¢ lai nhitng chuyén xua, co éy voi vinh nhu dta tré. That
tinh, t61 kho xur qua!”

Shinsuke hiéu 6ng ta giai thich 1y do sao lai dwa ca anh vé. Anh doéan lac

chi con hai nguoi, Yuka lai nai ni Ejima dung veé.



“Cau gitr bi mat nhe¢!” Ejima gio ngon tré 1én miéng.

“Vang, duong nhién roi.” Shinsuke dép.

Sau do, Ejima chép miéng, nhat thir gi d6 trén ghé phu.

“C6 ta dGng 1a hét thudc chira.”

“Gi vay?”

“La dién thoai. C6 ta lam roi1.”

“Thé thi phai mang cho c6 ta thoi. Vay ong mang 1én di!”

Ejima thd dai.

“Xin 161, cau di gitp t61 dugc khong? Toi ma 1én lai 1am chuyén.”

Shinsuke ¢6 nén dé khong nhan mat. Du théy phién chét di duoc, song
dung nhu Ejima néi. Ma ngdi cho trong xe con thay phién hon.

“T6i hiéu r6i.” Noi roi, Shinsuke cam 1ay cai dién thoai.

Pi vao chung cu, Shinsuke dén phong Yuka nhu Ejima chi din. Tudng
rang co ta dang ngu, nhung 4n chudng cira thi thdy c6 phan ung ngay. Khoa

m& sin rodi nén anh mo cira. Yuka dimg d6 trong bd vay ngu.
“Biét ngay ma.” Cb ta biu moi.
“Sao vay?”
“Pién thoai chur gi?”
“Dung vay. Co nhan ra ha?” Shinsuke dua dién thoai cho c0 ta.
“Khéng phai, vi t6i nghi chic 140 ta s& dé anh mang dién thoai 1én day.”
Loi n6i nay khién Shinsuke hiéu ra. Yuka c6 tinh danh roi dién thoai.

“Anh hay noéi vai 1ao ta, nhitng dira tré khong thé don dep sach s€ thi

dirng ¢6 choi do choi.”
Shinsuke cudi, néi chiic ngt ngon rdi rdi khoi phong.
Luc quay lai 6 t0, anh thay gwong mat Ejima day lo lang.

“Sao ro1?”



“T6i da dua cho ¢6 ay binh yén vo su.”

Shinsuke tréo 1én ghé sau. Vi ngdi canh Ejima anh lai thdy ngdt ngat.

“Thé a? Cau vat va roi!” Ejima cho xe khoi dong.

“Hinh nhu 1a ¢6 tinh.”

“Sao co?”

“Hinh nhu ¢6 4y c6 tinh bd dién thoai lai.”

«“(y.”

Ejima cho xe chay. Cach chay xe kha manh bao. Shinsuke van ngéi phia
sau, lo dénh ngam khung canh bén ngoai ctra s6 xe. O t6 chay vao con
duong nhd, 1a con duong hau nhu khong co xe chay qua. Khong co ca dén
giao thong. Ong ta ting téc. Dudng nhu con buc tirc ctia ngudi 13i truyén dén
ca chiéc xe. Phia truéc mat c6 chiée xe dap dang chay.

Con mua nho roi xubéng, mit duong sang 1én. Ejima hut thudc. Ong ta
khong dung cai dén cham Iira gan trén xe ma rut bat lira Dunhill ra bang mot
dong tac giong voi lic & quan roi cham lira.

Lan dau bat lira khong 1én. Lan tht hai ciing khong 1én. Luc nghi phai bat
lan tht ba thi 4anh mét cua Ejima dd don hét vé cai bat lira chir khong phai
phia trudc mat. Ké ca Shinsuke ngdi dang sau ciing chim chim nhin vao tay
ong ta. Ngay sau do, mot thir lot vao tim mat Shinsuke. Chic Ejima ciing

vay. Ong ta thot 1én kinh ngac.

Lap tic, mot cu va dap xay ra. Nhung chi la va dap nhe théi. Ca va dap
d6 con nhe hon gidm 1én céi lon rong. Nhung Ejima bop phanh gip. La vi
ong ta nhan ra minh d3 va phai th gi d6. Phanh gap 1am xe giat, Shinsuke
ngd 1an khoi ghé, néi vdy nhung anh nhin thay rd rang c6 thir gi d6 ¢ phia
trudec.

Gay 10i, Shinsuke nghi. Néu anh khong nham thi chiéc Bentley da dam
vao mot phu nit dang chay xe dap. Ngay sau do, mot viéc sOc khong kém

xay ra. Co tieng cai gi d6 dam manh & dau do. Shinsuke tur cira s6 nhin ra



bén ngoai. Mat anh mo trimg trimg.

Cai 0 t6 mau do da dam manh vao toa nha bén canh. Khong chi c6 vay,
c6 ngudi bi kep giita buc twong va cai 6 t6. Nguoi do guc xudng, khong
nhuc nhich. Chic 1a chét rdi, Shinsuke nghi ngay nhu vay.

Ejima Xuéng xe, lai gﬁn chiéc xe do. Luc do, 1an dau tién Shinsuke nhan
ra d6 13 xe Ferrari. Anh khong nhin thay l4i xe. Anh nhin xung quanh. Toan
nhimng toa nha kiéu nha kho, khong thdy nha dan. Hinh nhu vu tai nan vira
x4y ra, ngoai nhitng ngudi ngdi trén hai chiéc xe Bentley va Ferrari thi chang
c6 ai biét.

Shinsuke nhéan thay vi tri ctia xe minh. N6 1an han sang lan xe nguoc
chiéu. C6 1& chiéc Ferrari d6 xoay banh lai dinh tranh chiéc Bentley nhung
that bai. Mt duong uét ciing 1a mot yéu tb bat loi.

Ejima quay lai xe. Nhung ong ta khong dén ngdi ¢ ghé 1ai ma mo cira
sau. Van nguyén bd mit nhin nho, 6ng ta ngdi xuéng bén canh Shinsuke.

“Co chuyén khong hay roi.” Ong ta noi.

“Nguoi d6... xong roi ha?”

“Chéc vay.”

“Lai1 xe cua xe kia thi sao?”

“Hinh nhu 6n. Van con séng.”

“Nén goi cho canh sat thi hon. Ma khong, nén goi xe ctiru thuong trude.”
Shinsuke luc tai, 14y dién thoai ra. Anh dang dinh 4n s6 119 thi Ejima lién
ngan lai, “Cho da!”

“Sao vay?” Shinsuke hoi.

Ejima khong tra 1oi, hinh nhu dang ngdm nghi diéu gi d6. Chuc gidy sau,
ong ta nhin cham chim vao mat Shinsuke.

“Shinsuke, ching ta giao dich di!”

“Ha?” Cau tra 101 ngoai du doan khién Shinsuke nhat thdi khong hiéu y

nghia. “Giao dich la sao?”



“Khong c6 thoi gian dau, nén to6i ndi ngan gon thoéi. Hiy coi nhu
Shinsuke 14i chiéc xe ndy. Cau dung xe cia t6i tir quan ruou duwa Yuka vé
nha. Con t61 thi khong ¢ trén xe.”

“Ha? Nhung ma néu thé thi t6i...”

“PDuong nhién toi sé ta 18 cau.” Anh mat Ejima anh 1én ddy cuong quyét.
“Tbi s& dua ciu muoi triéu yén. Tién mit. Ngan d6 du dé mé quan riéng roi.
D6 chang phai gidc mo ciia cAu sa0?”

Shinsuke nhin nhu déng dinh vao mit Ejima. “Ong dang néi nghiém tic
a?r’

“Cau quyét dinh nhanh 1én. Cang lau thi cang khong che gidu duoc. C6 ai
di ngang qua 1a xong ludn day.”

“Cho t6i mot chut, di co6 nhan bao nhiéu tién ma bi tong vao tu thi ciing
chiang dé lam gi.”

“Yén tdm. CAu biét tinh hinh rdi ma. Pung 1a cai xe nay va cham trudc,
nhung gay ra sy ¢ quyét dinh 1a xe kia. Nén khong bi phat tu dau.”

“Nhung cai xe kia bé 1ai that bai 1 do xe chung ta chan duong.”

“Pung vay, nhung khéng 1y ndo trim phan trim chung ta nhan phan
quyét xau. Yén tim di! Toi biét mot g luat su gioi. Cau chi can chiu ti phién
phtrc thoi. Poi lai c6 mudi triéu yén. Cling khong toi nhi?”

Mait Ejima long 1én. Khong con thoi gian nita. Nhin vao d6i mat do, la
lung thay, Shinsuke lai thdy binh tinh. Mot suy nghi nay ra trong dau anh.

Day la co hoi ngan nam c¢6 mot u? Shinsuke nhin Ejima va gio ndm ngon tay

n

1én.

“Sao co?”

“Nam muoi triéu yén. Tdi s& dong y.”

Ejima nhin mit. “Cau c6 tinh tdo khong day?”

“T6i nghiém tac ddy. Muoi triéu yén chang c6 gi tuong xtng.”

“To1 khong chi duge nam muoi tri¢u dau.”



“Thé ong c6 thé chi dén dau?”

“No6i & day mat thoi gian lam. Khong c6 1oi cho ca hai ta.”

“Thé nén toi ciing voi lam. Ong noi di! C6 thé chi dén dau?”

Ejima luom Shinsuke. Trong cai nhin an chira sy uat wrc. “Ba muoi triéu.”

“Théi duoc roi.” Shinsuke gat dau. “Nhung néu ong tiéc khong mudn chi,
t01 s€ no1 su that voi canh sat.”

“T6i hicu.”

“Chuyén voi Yuka, ong dinh sao? Néu ké nhiing chuyén cho dén thoi
diém nay voi canh sat, chic canh sat s& dén chd c6 ay xac nhan thong tin.”

“T6i s& lién lac v6i c¢o6 ay. Nhung chac tir gio dén sang phia canh st
khong c6 dong tinh gi dau.”

“Néu vay thi tt.”

Vira dat 101, mot chiée 6 to tién lai gﬁn. La xe tai hang nhe. Chiéc xe d6
chay vuot qua xe Shinsuke, di thém hai muoi mét thi d6 lai. Hinh nhu biét 1a
c6 tai nan roi.

“Shinsuke, tram sy nho cau.”

“Ba muoi triéu yén d6 nhé!” Noéi roi, Shinsuke tréo 1én phan tua ghé
trudce, di chuyén dén ghé tai xé, rdi mo cira xe, budc ra ngoai.

Mot nguoi dan 6ng budc xudng tir xe tai. Ong ta trung tudi, voc nguoi
nhé tho, mac quén ao bao ho.

“Nay, cau co sao khong?” Nguoi dan ong hoi.

Shinsuke gio tay 1én, ra hi¢u minh khong sao.

“To1 goi canh sat hoac xe ctru thuong nhé?”

“To1 s€ tu goi.” Shinsuke noi to dap lai.

“Cd6 nguoi bi thuong a? Phai lam gi 6 thoi.”

Ong ta c6 vé thich lo chuyén bao dong. Shinsuke thay phién phuc. Pé

gidu canh sat thi cang it nguoi chimg kién cang tot.



“T6i 6n ma. Khong cé gi dang ngai dau.” Anh noi véi nguoi dan ong.
Anh khong muén dng ta lai gan hién truong. Néu biét co ngudi chét, véi tinh
cach ong ta, thé ndo cling son son 1én.

“Cau co dién thoai khong?” Ong ta hoi. Vira hoi Ong ta vira tién lai gén.

“To1 ¢6.” Shinsuke 161 dién thoai ra, gio cho ong ta théy.

Khi d6, cira xe Ferrari mo ra. Nguoi dan 6ng nhan nhé xuat hién. Hinh
nhu anh ta cling khong bi thuong nghi€ém trong.

Ong tai xé l4i xe tai hang nhe nhin thay thé c6 vé yén tdm hon 16i. “Pung
1a khong c6 gi nghiém trong.” Ong ta quay got, trd lai xe tai.

Shinsuke lai gan chiéc Ferrari. Nguoi dan 6ng vira budc xudng d6 trong
cO vé trac tudi Shinsuke. Anh ta mic vét mau ghi dam. Anh ta nhin luot vé
phia Shinsuke, khong noi gi, 161 dién thoai trong tai 4o khoac ra.

“Anh c6 bi thuong khong?”” Shinsuke haoi.

Anh ta khong tra 161, con hoi nguoc lai: “Cau bao canh sat chua?”

“Chua.”

“Vay cau goi di!” Noi roi, nguoi dan ong bat dau an sb goi.

“Anh go1 di dau vay?”

“T6i cling ¢ chd phai goi chtr.” Anh ta kho chiu ra mit.

Shinsuke di xa khoi nguoi dan ong d6. Luc 4y, anh nhin thay cai xac bi
chiéc Ferrari nghién nat. Mai toc dai xda tung phia trudc, khong thé nhin
thdy mat. Nhung anh biét c6 gi d6 dang trao ra tir miéng co ta. Chat 1ong
dinh dinh d6 1am ban hét nip capd chiéc Ferrari. C6 nén con budn nén,
Shinsuke m¢ dién thoai. An 110. Vira nghe tiéng chudng, anh vira nhin ra
chiéc Bentley. Ejima lan mat tim roi.

Trén day la dién bién that cua vy tai nan.
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uay lai phong, dau tién Shinsuke tha nguoi 1én giudng. Anh dudi chan
tay, hit tho that sau.

Nam muoi triéu yén a? Ciing khong t6i, anh nghi. C6 ngan day thi lam
duoc gi nhi? Nhitng su viéc ky quai cur tiép dién, nhung nhd thé ba muoi

tri¢u yén bién thanh ndam muoi tri¢u yén.

Van may cua minh dén rdi, d6 1a cam nhén cua Shinsuke. Vu tai nan d6
dung 13 ng r& dinh ménh. Néu liic 6 ma minh nhat chét thi s& khong c6 van
may ngay hom nay. Qua thit vao nhimg gidy phat quyét dinh, con ngudi can

thira thang x6ng 1én, anh ngh.

Khi héi cung, canh sat hau nhu khong nghi ngo gi 1i khai ctia Shinsuke.
Piém dang nghi hau nhu khong c6, von di ho ciing khong thé tin rang c6
nguoi lai di nhan to1 thay nguoi khéac trong vu tai nan giao thong,.

Con chuyén boi thuong, luat su Yuguchi, ngudi quen cua Ejima di thu
xép hét, Shinsuke khong phai lam gi. Pang ngac nhién nhat 1a, lic doi chat
v6i nguoi gay tai nan con lai, cling chang co tranh cai gi, ma rat thuan loi. Vi
khoi ngudn tai nan 1a Shinsuke nén cr nghi 1a nguoi kia s& phan bac manh
bao hon. Nhung thuc té lai khong c6 viéc do. Nhu luat su Yuguchi giai thich
thi bén d6 khong mubn vu an kéo dai 16 thé.

Phan quyét cia toa an cling kha thuan loi cho anh. Pung nhu Ejima du
doan, anh khong phai chiu an hinh su.

Anh cling nhan dugc ba muoi tri¢u yén tor Ejima ngay sau vu tai nan.
Shinsuke gidu chd tién d6 sau tim guong ¢ bon rira mit. Anh noi véi Narumi

moi chuyén, chi riéng cho cat tién thi im di.



“Gid ma dung tién ludn thi s& bi nghi ngd ngay. Chd mot, hai nim nita,
moi viéc ngudi di roi, mdi dung sb tién d6 md quan ruou.” Anh noi véi co
nhu vay.

Narumi chang hoi vé chd gidu tién. Nhung hinh nhu c¢6 bat min véi sb
tién ba muoi triéu yén do.

“Ong ta 1a Giam dbc cua Sirius ddy. Chang nhimg nim muoi triéu yén,
ma mot tram triéu yén ciing doi duoc ay. Chic chin 6ng Ejima d6 c6 1y do
rat 1on nén khong thé gay tai nan duoc. Anh bo 1§ co hoi r6i.”

Co thuong xuyén néi nén dam phan lai lan nita. M3i lan nhu vay,
Shinsuke chi biét an i rang “Con ngudi ma tham lam qua thi ciing khong c6
két cuc tdt dep dau.”

Khéng 1au sau, anh biét rang nhitng 161 Narumi n6i hoan toan dung. Ngay
xua, Ejima ting gdy tai nan chét nguoi. V&i mot nguoi ting cé tién an do
trong qua khur thi kha ning khong duoc toa cho thoi gian thir thach 14 rat cao.
Ejima so diéu do.

Shinsuke ngdi ddy, nhin ban trang diém cua Narumi, mudng tuong ra
canh guong mit c¢6 hién 1én trén tim guong. Anh hay ngam co luc trang
diem.

Pung 1a con dan ba ngu xuan. Cr ngoan ngoan c6 tét khong? Cho thoi co
dén 14 hai nguoi c6 thé sir dung sb tién do.

R6t cude thi phai ching ngudi dan ba tén Narumi d6 mudn chiém tron sb
tién ba muoi triéu yén? Hay 1a dung s6 tién d6 dé xay dung cudc sdng mdi
v6i gd dan 6ng nao? Thé nén viéc Shinsuke bi Kishinaka Reiji tin cong, mat
tri nhd 1 co hoi tot cho ¢d. Vi anh quén han sb tién d6 r6i nén du co bi lay
trom, cling chang lo Shinsuke lam am 1én.

Luc anh nam vién thi ¢ luc tung cdn phong 1én dé tim. Chac ¢b tin no
phai & dau d6 trong cian hd ndy. Anh xuat vién roi, cd van 4m tham tim kiém.
Va rdi c6 cling lan dén duoc tam guong & bon rira mat.

C06 nghi néu chiém so tién ba muoi triéu yén do thi chang c6 van dé gi.



Vién tam 1y do ndo d6, chia tay Shinsuke 1a c6 thé bat dau cudc song méi
theo cach ma khong ai nghi ngd. Nhung khong dimg ¢ d6, c¢6 lai mudn co
nhiéu tién hon, nén dén gip Ejima, doi thém tién giit im ling.

RS rang Ejima da dap tng cudc giao dich d6. Shinsuke 1ay khan tay tir
trong tai ra. Anh m& khin ra, ngam cai méng duoc boc bén trong. Hinh anh

Narumi ky céng son méng tay hién 1én truéc mat anh.

Shinsuke c6 cam giac méc nudc bot. Anh nudt chd nude bot d6. Shinsuke
biét rd vé nguoi dan ong tén Ejima. Ong ta khong phai nguoi quang dai,
khong thé nao nhuong bo dé dang nhu thé. Sy thu doan va tan nhin cua
ngudi dan 6ng d6, Shinsuke di vai 1an chtng kién roi. Bj mot dira nhai ranh
voi tién, ong ta khong dé dang gi chi tién ra dau.

“Pung 1a ngu ngdc!” Shinsuke noi.

Véi Narumi, anh khong c6 thir goi 1a tinh yéu, nhung ¢6 sy luu luyén nhu
v6i cai quan bo mic da 1au. Khi biét rd minh dd mat tha d6 roi, trong 1ong
anh trao dang mdi thuong cam.

Shinsuke dirng day, m¢ tu ra. Trong d6 c6 mot cai tui du lich to. B6 1a cai
tai hang hi¢u Narumi mua & Hawaii. Anh 161 cai tii do ra, dat 1én san.

Nhin mét lugt khip phong, dau tién anh dén gan cai gia treo quan 4o.
Treo trén d6 hau hét 13 quan 4o ciia Narumi. Anh chon ra vai thtr trong ddi
mo&i trong chd quan 4o it 6i ctia minh 13n trén gid treo, ném vao trong tdi.

Khéng biét Ejima c6 chiu chi ra nim muoi triéu yén khong? Néu lam
khong khéo, s& gidm vao vét xe d6 ctua Narumi. Dé tranh diéu d6, phai hanh
dong sao cho ong ta khong doan ra duoc.

Anh dinh t&i sang sé roi can hd. Ejima chic chan sé lién lac vao di dong.
Néu khong biét Shinsuke dang & dau, kha nang Ejima muu tinh nhimng viéc
x4u 13 rat thép. Phai giao dich that than trong. Néu léy dugc tién binh yén vO

su, anh s€ lanh d1 mot tho1 gian.

Nam muoi tri¢u yén. Nghi dén sd tién do, long Shinsuke lai rao ruc. Chi

can co chung ay la c6 dugc mdt, hai thang lo1.



Shinsuke vira nhét may vat dung ca nhan vao trong tai, vira boi hdi nhé
lai lac dén Tokyo hoi mudi tdm tudi. Can hd nhd hep nhu kho dung do,
chudi ngay vui dau trong nhiing cong viéc 1am thém, dan da anh danh mat
gidc mo cua minh.

Pay 1a co hoi bu dap lai tat ca kho cuc d6. Gibng nhu van bai dugc chia
lai tir dau. Hon thé nita, trong tay lan nay toan quan At.

Tién 1én thoi, anh 1am bam trong miéng. Luc d6, tiéng chudng cira bong
vang 1én. Pang nhét d6 rira mat vao thi, Shinsuke ngimg tay. Anh nhin dong
ho bao thirc bén canh giwdng. Mdi bon gio sang. Ai nhi, lai dén vao gid nay?

Shinsuke dung diy, nhe nhang di ra sanh, cd khong giy tiéng dong.
Chudng ctra vang 1én mot 1an nira. Nguoi d6 hinh nhu van dimg trude cira.

Hay la Ejima? Suy nghi d6 bong luét qua dau anh.

Nhung anh phu dinh ngay. Ejima khong duogc loi gi khi dén day thé nay,
du 6ng ta c6 Am muu gi di nita. Néu mudn 14y mang Shinsuke thi phai nham
vao luc anh khong ngo dén nhat.

Shinsuke lai gan cira ra vao, ghé mat vao 16 nhom. C6 khong gy ra tiéng
dong ndao. Anh nhin ra bén ngoai qua cai 15. Nhin thiy nguoi dang dung &
d6, anh suyt thi hét 1én. Tim dap thinh thich trong 16ng nguc.

La Ruriko. C6 dang nhin cham cham vao 16 nhom bang 4nh mat nhu thu
hat ngudi d6i dién, nhu thé ¢o biét anh ciing dang nhin.

Shinsuke lanh cting ngudi. Anh khong biét phai lam gi, chi ding nhu troi
trong & d6. Sao vay nhi? Sao c6 lai ti day?

Co lai an chudng. Tiéng chudng vang 1én dam sau tin tim Shinsuke. Anh
thay so nhu c6 mot luong dién chay doc séng lung.

Tuyét d6i khong duoc mo cira, Shinsuke nghi. Cai chudng canh bao trong
co thé dang vang 1én. Khong duge cho ngudi phu nir d6 vao trong nay.

Nhung khoanh khic tiép theo, c6 mot viéc dang ngac nhién xay ra. Anh

dang nghi rang co s& co dong tinh gi d6 bén kia cira thi nghe thay tiéng mot



vat dugc nhét vao 16 khoa.

Luc Shinsuke dang cing mit ra nhin thi khoa khé mo ra.
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Shinsuke ha hoc mom kinh ngac nhin cai tay nam ctra bat dau xoay. Anh
hiéu ra lic anh bi giam trong can ho cao cap do, c6 da danh mdt cai chia
khoa thir hai cua can ho nay.

ROt cudc ngudi phu nit nay vi ly do gi ma cr dudi theo minh mai vay?
Phai nghi ra cach doi pho vai ¢6 ta. Trong phuat chdc, anh ¢6 cam giac moi
vat xung quanh déu xa dan thuc tai.

Anh nhin thay canh cira dang mé ra truée mat. Noi so hdi trude nguy
hiém da bi kim nén gio ua ve, 1ap kin nguc anh. Shinsuke lui lai, ding gitra
phong & tu thé phong thu. Du chang tu tin vé stc manh co bap ctia minh

nhung anh quen véi may vu ddm d4 hon han nhitng nguoi binh thudong khac.

Néu nghiém tac thi du Ruriko c6 dao, anh van dé dang ha do van co.
Nhung anh vin mang mot ndi so hii la thuong. Tim anh dap nhanh téi murc
kho thé.

Ruriko budc vao. Co mic 4o ni den. Chan vay dai tdi co chan, cling mau
den.

“Tai sao...?” Shinsuke néi. “Sao ¢0 lai téi day?”

Ruriko khong néi gi, chi chaim cham nhin Shinsuke, roi n& mot nu cudi
kho hiéu. C6 cir thé budc vao phong. Du dang budc di nhung co thé c6 hau
nhu khong chuyén dong 1én xudng. Got chan bi che boi vay dai nén cb lai
gan anh ma trong nhu dang truon dén.

“Co6 dung to1 day!” Shinsuke gio hai tay ra phia trude, gudm guom nhin

A

CO.

Moi Ruriko khé& chuyén dong. Hinh nhu néi diéu gi dé.



“Ha?” Shinsuke noi,

“To61 da not la... r61 ma.” Co ndi 1an nita. Gigng ndi rat nho.

“Cai gi co?”

“Lan trudc to1 ndi ro1 ma. Anh khong thé ro1 xa t61 duge dau. Khong thé
chong lai dinh ménh.” C6 n61 bang giong nhu tiéng sdo. Giong noi cudn hut
do bay gio lai khién toan than Shinsuke noi1 gai Oc.

“Dung dua véi toi! Toi da nodi ¢6 dung dén day ro1 ma.”

Anh xua tay nhu duoi ruoi, co6 lui lai dang sau, nhung chan chénh choang,
riu vao nhau, nga song soai. Anh voi vang toan ding 1€n, nhung chan chang
coO chut strc luc nao, cam giac nhu do6 khong phai chan minh nira.

Ruriko dung trudc mat anh. Shinsuke ngudc nhin ¢6. Anh mat anh giao
vO1 anh mat ¢6. Khoanh khac do, nira than dudi cua anh bi té liét hoan toan,
ngay ca dung nguoi day cling kho khan. Anh nam ngura. May ma canh tay
con cir dong dugc. Nhung du c6 hét stre, lung van nhu bi dinh chit bang keo
xuong san.

Ruriko giang hai chan Shinsuke ra, tir tor ngdi xuong. Sau do, c6 nhe
nhang céi ctic 40 Shinsuke. Co day ludi 1én chd nguc va bung anh 16 ra.

“Dung lai di!” Shinsuke hét 1én. Anh tom vai Ruriko, c6 day co6 ta ra.

Khi 1udi c6 roi khoi co thé Shinsuke, ¢6 lai nhin anh cham chim. Anh
mat nhu dang nhin con moi. Cach ¢ gap nguoi lai khién anh lién tuéng dén
con meo.

Tay Ruriko cham dén khuy quin cua anh. C6 cdi khuy ra, kéo khoa
Xuéng. Kéo léch qu?m 16t cua anh sang bén, vat d6 16 ra ngoai. N6 hoan toan
khong cuong 1én. Ma ciling chang c6 cam giac 13 né s& cuong 1én.

Mait Ruriko sang 1én. Cai ludi do 1om nhin thiy & khoe miéng trong nhu
ludi ran. C6 ngdm vao vat d6 nhu dong vat dop moi. Roi giit nguyén trang
thai 4y, cd ngudc mat nhin anh. C6 kich thich phan nhay cam d6 bang nhiing
dong tac khéu goi nhat.



Minh dién roi. Du nghi vay nhung anh khong thé ngin dugc khoai cam
dang chi phoi nira than dudi té liét. Trong trang thai khong ctr dong noi nhu
bi bong d¢, diém bat thuong mang lai khoai cam duy nhat bi kich thich.
Trong phut choc, né dung dung 1én.

Miéng Ruriko d4 tha nd ra. Co lic manh dau, hat mai toc dang vudng
trudc mit ra phia sau. Sau d6, ctr nhin Shinsuke nhu vdy, ¢6 nhich dan phan
héng duoc bao quanh bdi cai vay dai vé phia trude.

Hanh dong d6 ngimg lai. C6 ludn tay vao vay. Sau d6, Shinsuke méi biét
¢ khong mic do 16t. Chd d6 Am 4m va wdt dAm roi. Toan than Shinsuke run
1én. Run kiéu gi ban than anh ciing khéng hiéu.

Ruriko bat dau di chuyén hong 1én xudng mot cach nhe nhang. Niém vui
sudng khi chinh phuc dugc dan 6ng hién rd trén mat co. Cai ludi do lom van
thoét an thoat hién trén mi¢ng.

“Dung lai di!” Shinsuke néi cung véi tiéng rén ri. Anh co rung ngudi
nhung qua that toan than khong con chut stre luc.

“Sao phai ding 1ai?” C6 hoi. “Néu anh tiép tuc, nhat dinh toi s& mang
thai. Mang thai dura con cua anh.”

“Pirng ¢6 ndi may cau ngu ngde d6. Toi bao dimg lai di!”

“Néu muon toi dimg lai thi...” Ruriko nam lay hai tay Shinsuke, cim 1én
va dat vao cé minh. “Giét toi di! Trir viéc d6 ra, anh khong con 161 thoat nao
dau.”

“To1 bao dung lai di ma.”

“Hai chiing ta cting xuéng dia nguc di.” Dt 101, Ruriko cuoi véi giong ky
quai nhu meo kéu.

Con song khoai cam trao dang toan than Shinsuke. Sy doi héi cang lic
cang tang 1én.

Khéng duoc, anh nghi. Anh biét s& nhanh chong két thuc théi.

Shinsuke dung hai tay nam vao ¢6 Ruriko, don stc vao d6. Guong mat co



hién Ién sy hoan nghénh.

“Pung vay. Giét toi di! Gidng nhu lac d6.”

“Lac do...”

“Anh da giét t61 ma. Nho ¢6 anh ma t61 bi nghién nat nhu dat nin. Lac
d6, anh d3 giét chét toi. Nhé lai di!”

“Khong phai. Khong phai toi.” Anh ¢ hét 1én.

Lac do, dién thoai chot d6 chuong. La dién thoai di dong. Tiéng dién
thoai vang 1én trong tai quan cua Shinsuke. Su ngac nhién hién 1én trén
guong mit Ruriko, c6 nging chuyén dong. Su bd budc chi phdi Shinsuke
nhu dugc gd bo. Toan bd co thé nhu tinh téo tro lai.

Anh bat nhu 16 xo0, hat 6 ta ra. Nhanh chéong dung day, anh chay nhanh
ra sanh, m¢ cua, lao nhu bay ra bén ngoai va dong cua lai. Dya lung vao
canh ctra, anh mac lai quén a0. Dién thoai tiép tuc reo, nhung anh chéng co
thoi gian dé nhac may.

Vira 10i canh cira ra, anh chay ngay xudng cau thang bén canh. Xudng
dén tang mot, anh chay ra bén ngoai qua 16i cira sau ctia chung cu. Khéng c6
vé gi 1a Ruriko dudi theo. Nhung anh van ctr chay, chi ding budc luc chay
xa han chung cu dén tan khu ba. C6 mét cai kho hinh nhu cia cong ty gd,
phia trude cai kho d6 c6 hai xe tai dang 6. Anh nap ngudi vao giira hai xe,
cb diéu hoa lai hoi thé va nhin vé huéng c6 chung cu. Khong thay Ruriko.

Bat giac anh thd dai, khi d6 méi thay dau trong phoi. Dao gan day anh
khong van dong manh, méy nam rdi méi doc hét stre chay thé nay. Cho tay
vao tii 4o nguc, anh léy bao thube va bat lira dung mot lan ra. Thube chi con
mot diéu. Anh ngam diéu thudc d6, cham Iira, rit mot hoi that manh, con dau
trong nguc cang nhoi 1én.

Pién thoai ngimg d6 chudng roi. Shinsuke bat man hinh thuy tinh 1én
dudi anh sang dén duong, mit anh cham cha nhin. Trén man hinh hién thi s6
goi dén. Chi thay thé nay thi khong biét 13 ai goi. Nhung Shinsuke nghi chic
1a Ejima. Anh khong nghi ra ai khac c6 thé goi vao gio ndy. Anh thir goi lai.



Tiéng chudng reo ba lan thi bén kia nhic may.

“Vang.” Anh nghe thdy giong dan 6ng, nhung khong phai giong Ejima.
Anh nh¢ 13 d3 timg nghe thay giong néi nay rdi, nhung khong nhd duogc 1a
giong ai.

“A 10, to1 la Amemura.” Shinsuke tham do.

“A, 1a cau a? Luc nay to1 c6 goi cho cau.”

Nghe 161 n61 nay, Shinsuke da nhan ra chu nhan cua giong noi.

“Anh Kiuchi... La anh phai khong?”

“Xin 16i vi goi vao gid nay. Cau dang ngu a?”

“Khéng, t0i dang thirc. C6 chuyén gi vay? Chang phai anh noi ding lién
quan dén anh sao?”

“T6i khong mudn dinh dang dén cau. Nhung ma gio thi khong thé noi cau
d6 roi.”

Khong cam thay c6 cau thira ndo trong 10i néi ciia Kiuchi, Shinsuke cam
giac la vé chuyén Ruriko.

“Vé& chuyén ¢ ta ha?” Shinsuke hoi.

Chéc 1a anh noi dung nén Kiuchi méi im ling, rdi sau d6 anh ta hoi bang
giong tram déu: “L& nao di c6 chuyén gi sao?”

“Pung 1a ¢6.” Shinsuke néi. “Luc ndy ¢d ta mo dén nha t6i.”

O dau day bén kia, Kiuchi rén ri, nghe thiy ca tiéng chép miéng.

“Vay cb ay dang ¢ d6 a?”

“Gio t61 dang ¢ mot minh. Mot minh ngoai duong.” Shinsuke noi tiép.
“T6i dang chay tron.”

“Viy ¢0 dy ¢ dau?”

“To6i khong biét. C6 1& & nha t6i.”

Kiuchi lai im lang. Sy ngac nhién tot d0 duong nhu khién anh ta khong

thot nén 161, nhu dang nung nau mot ké sach ven toan.



“Thé cau dang ¢ dau?” Kiuchi hoi. “Gan chung cu cau ¢ ha?”

“V¢é khoang cach thi cach vai tram meét. ToO1 tron gilra hai xe tai, chat
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“Vay a?” Ngam nghi mot luc, Kiuchi néi. “Chung cu cua cdu & phd
Zenmonnaka a?”’

“Anh biét rd that.”

“Cd6 quan an gia dinh ¢ duong Kasaibashi nhi?”

“Cé. T6i & ngay gan do.”

“Vay cau cho toi & d6 nhé! Gio toi s& dén d6 ngay.”

“Anh s¢€ giai thich sy tinh cho t61 ch?”

“Tbi cling dinh thé day.”

“Duoc. Tét thoi. Mat khoang bao 1au?”

“Tb6i chua biét. Nhung t6i s& di nhanh hét muc c6 thé.”

“Hiéu roi. Nhanh 1én nhé!”

“Tbi biét r6i.” Noi roi, Kiuchi ciip may. Shinsuke luu s Kiuchi vao dién

thoai ro1 cat vao tui.



Chuong 35

Béng ho treo tudng chi bén gid bén muoi phut sang. Trong quéan, ngodi
Shinsuke con c6 ba vi khach nira. Mot ngudi ngdi ¢ quiy bar, vira doc bao
vira uéng ca phé, hai nguoi ngdi ¢ ban trong clng, vira an vira thi tham to
nho chuyén gi d6. Tat ca déu la dan ong.

Shinsuke goi xtic xich Vienna va khoai tdy chién. Cham rdi nudt troi
xubdng da diy, anh ngim nhin nhirng chiéc xe chay dan xen nhau trén con

duong Kasaibashi. Trong dau anh day ap nhiing suy nghi vé Ruriko.

C6 18 luc quay lai cdn ho & Universal Tower, cd biét rang Shinsuke da
tron thoat. Nhung muc dich cua Ruriko, & khong, Uehara Midori 1a gi? Viéc
co dinh thay mat Kishinaka Minae bao thu Shinsuke thi anh hiéu. Nhung anh
khong hiéu ¢6 dinh bao thu nhu thé ndo? Néu mudn giét anh thi cho tdi nay
6 d3 c6 rat nhiéu co hoi. C6 c6 mot strc manh ky la, stcc manh khién cho di
phuong khong nhirc nhich duge nhu thé bi bong dé. Thé nén Shinsuke biét
bao lan roi vao tinh canh khéng ctr dong ndi. Lic ndy cling vay. Nhung co
khong hé dinh léy mang anh. Tai sao lai nhu vay?

ROi tai sao cd phai hoa trang cho giéng Kishinaka Minae? Sao phai c6
bién thanh ngudi phu nir d3 bi ngudi yéu minh 13 Kiuchi Haruhiko giét chét
trong vu tai nan? Hay ¢6 nghi lam thé 13 gitip ngudi yéu minh? Khong thé
nao, Shinsuke nhanh chéng phti nhan. Néu & vao vi tri ctia Kiuchi, nguoi yéu
lai bién thanh ké minh da giét chét thi con dia nguc nao hon thé?

Uchara Midori va Kishinaka Minae, rét cudc gitta hai nguoi dé c6 méi
lién hé¢ gi?

Shinsuke ¢6 nh¢ lai that chinh xac nhitng su viéc da xady ra tur trude dén



nay. Anh ngdm nghi lai timg viéc mot, khong bé qua mot chi tiét nao. Chac
chin phai ¢ manh moi.

Gap Ruriko, lam tinh véi ¢0 ta, hon ma cta Kishinaka Minae. .. nhiing
viéc tuong chimg khong thé co trong thyc té cr lan luot hién ra trong nio
anh. Minh c6 binh thuong khong? Pén d6 anh phai nghi nhu thé. Anh cam
giac nhu thuc té 1a anh bi dién, va nhiing thtr anh nhin théy la a0 giac.
Puong nhién ciing ¢6 nhitng ching ¢t chirmg minh rang khong phai thé.

Trong cdc con mot chit bia, Shinsuke dinh nbc can chd do, nhung luc
dua coc gan cham moi thi tay anh nging lai. Anh nhd lai luc d6, khi lan dau
tién gap Kiuchi Haruhiko ¢ quéan Sirius. Loi néi Kiuchi vo tinh thét ra kich
thich than kinh anh. Luc d6 anh nghe rdi quén ludn, nhung gio lai thiy do 1a
mot cau am chi ddy y nghia quan trong.

“L& nao...” Lan ndy anh lam bam trong long. Khong thé c¢6 chuyén dé
duoc.

Nhung nhiing hoai nghi nay sinh trong long trong chdp mat ctr 16n dan
1én. Co6 khi khong con cau tra 101 nira.

Nhin déng ho deo tay. Du sém mot khic anh cling mudn xac nhan su

that, mudn hoi ga Kiuchi do cho ra I€.

Khoanh khic nhin dong ho, lai c6 mot nghi van khac nay sinh. Sao mudn
thé nhi?

Néu tir noi Kiuchi song 1a phd Nihonbashihama dén ddy ma di nhanh thi
chi mat mudi phat. Kiuchi néi 1a s& di nhanh hét sc. Néu vay anh ta phai
dén day lau roi mdi dung. Shinsuke nhanh chong nghi ra mot kha nang khéc.
Anh tom to bién lai trén ban, hang hai ding day. Thanh toan xong, anh roi
quan, chay that nhanh vé cdn hd minh 6.

Minh so suét roi, Shinsuke vira chay vura uat trc. Muc dich Kiuchi goi dén
1a vi Uehara Midori bién mat. Dé tim xem c6 dang ¢ dau, anh ta méi dén chd
Shinsuke. Hen gip & quan khong phai 13 c6 viéc vdi Shinsuke, ma 13 muén

gilr anh tranh xa can ho.



Ltc Shinsuke dén trudce chung cu, da c6 mot chiéc xe nhap ngoai do o do,
bén canh c6 ba ngudi dan o6ng dang dung. Mot trong s6 d6 la Kiuchi
Haruhiko.

Shinsuke di thang téi chd anh ta. Hai ngudi dan 6ng kia nhin thiy anh
trudce roi Kiuchi méi quay mat vé phia anh. Trong biéu hién cua anh ta kha 1a

yéu dudi va bat man. Shinsuke di dén cach ho hai mét thi dung lai.

“Chuyén nay la thé nao ha anh Kiuchi?” Shinsuke noi. “Anh dang dinh
lam gi thé ha?”

Kiuchi quay mat di, gdi ma. Hai gd dan 6ng kia nhin chdm cham
Shinsuke.

“Anh giai thich rd rang cho toi di!” Shinsuke noi tiép.

“To1 s€ giai thich sau.” Kiuchi lanh lung dap. “Bay gio phai wu tién tim
co éy trudge.”

Pung 13 anh ta dén dé tim Ruriko.

“Anh khong tim thiy sao0?”

(]

“Anh dén phong t6i chua?”

“Cura phong khoa phai khong?”

Hién nhién 1a néu ctra khoa thi anh ta s& pha khoa ra thoi.

“C0 ta s& bién di dau d6 khi trdi sang nhi?” Shinsuke nhin 1én trén roi noi.
Troi himg sang roi. “Luc nao ciing nhu vy.”

“Chac 1a vay.” Kiuchi noi.

“T6i ¢6 chuyén mudbn néi voi anh. Chuyén quan trong.”

Nghe Shinsuke néi nhu vay, cudi cung Kiuchi ciing quyét dinh ké ngon
nganh su viéc. Shinsuke nhin Kiuchi. Anh ta dinh noi gi, chi dua vao viéc

lan nay anh ciing hiéu.

“Anh Kiuchi...” Mot g dan ong ndi, cach goi nhu thé dua ra quyét dinh



gi do.

Kiuchi quay ra phia gi d6, gat dau. “Anh quay lai chd Giam ddc di!”

Hai ga do6 cui chao anh ta roi chui vao xe. Ho bat dong co khe khé roi cho
xe chay. Khi anh dén pha khuat han, Shinsuke méi nhin Kiuchi.

“Giam doc ma anh no6i dén 1a b6 cta co ta ha?”

Chic nghi rang khong can néi ciing biét, Kiuchi chang budn tra 16i. Thay
vao d6 anh ta chi béo ‘Bit taxi thdi’ va budc di.

Ra dén duong di thdy ngay mot xe trong khach chay qua. Kiuchi gio tay
vay xe d6. Leo vao trong xe roi, anh ta chi thi cho tai xé: “Pén cong vién
Hamachou.”

“Pén can hd cua anh ha?” Shinsuke hoi.

“Co khi co Ay tré vé do roi.”

“Vay binh thuong co6 ta ¢ trong can ho cua anh sao?”

Kiuchi khong tra 101, chi ling 18 ngam khung canh bén ngoai xe. Troi
sang han roi. Trén duong, 6 to ciing luu théng dong dic hon. Taxi dén gan
cong vién Hamachou. “Dén day dugc roi.” Kiuchi néi. Pudng mét chiéu nén
xe khong chay dén trudc chung cu dugc.

Shinsuke xuong trudc. Thanh toan tién taxi xong, Kiuchi xudng sau.
Kiuchi budc di ma khong noi 101 nao. Shinsuke di ngay sau anh ta. Pén gan
chung cu Garden Palace ro1, Kiuchi vira di vira cho tay vao ti quan lay chia

khoa ra.

“Anh Kiuchi, t6i hoi mot diéu duoc khong?” Shinsuke cat tiéng tir dang
sau.

“Pé sau di!”

“Cau hoi don gian thoi. La cau hoi c6 hay khong.” Shinsuke tiép tuc.
“Anh cling nhan toi thay phai khong?”

Kiuchi dimg budc, quay dau lai, nhin cham chim Shinsuke. Su nghiém

tac han 1én trong mat anh ta.



“Cau léy lai duoc tri nhé roi sao?”

“Mo1 vai gio trude thoi, nhung ma...” Shinsuke lac dau. “T61 von di
khong biét anh ciing bi bat nhan toi thay. Toi suy nghi rat nhiéu, cudi ciing
chi nghi ra kha nang dé thoi. Lic gap nhau ¢ Sirius, anh ¢6 noi véi toi rang
cam gidc toi 16i ciia anh md nhat 1dm, anh thi dung 1a nhu vay. Nghi theo y
nghia do thi chi c6 mot cau tra 1061 duy nhat thoi.”

“Qua la nhu vay.” Kiuchi gat dau, co tay 1én mat, van c6 sang hai bén trai
va phai, nghe 10 ca tiéng xuwong c6 kéu ring rac.

“Lap luan cua t61 dung phai khong?” Shinsuke hoi.

“Tam tam.” Kiuchi dap. “Ding nhu cau noi, t61 nhan tdi thay.”



Chuong 36

The‘mh bén trong thang may cua chung cu Garden Palace sang 1én anh sang
mau bac. Shinsuke ngam nhin anh sang d6, 1én tang nim cung Kiuchi. Can
h¢ s6 505 1a cua Kiuchi.

Kiuchi m& ctra, bao Shinsuke dogi r6i mdt minh budc vao trong. Hai, ba
phut tré1 qua, canh ctra méi lai mé va Kiuchi 16 mat ra.

“Pugc roi. Cau vao di!”

“Co ta dau?”

“Khong & trong nay.”

Shinsuke budc vao trong. Hanh lang trai dai, cudi hanh lang c6 canh ctra
bang kinh. Bén kia ctra kinh t6i om, khong nhin thay gi. Kiuchi di dén sanh,
mo canh cira can phong bén trai.

“Phong chat. C6 chiu nhé! Chi c6 phong nay 1a cho khach vao duge thoi.”

Qua that phong nay duogc sap xép kha gon gang, c6 gia sach, ti nho, goc
trong cung c6 am ly, tivi.

“Pang kia 14...” Shinsuke chi tay vé canh cira phia cudi hanh lang.

Kiuchi hoi nhiu may roi nhin cham cham Shinsuke.

“Cau mubn xem ha?”

“Néu dugc.” Shinsuke dap.

Kiuchi thoang do du, cudi cing anh ta thd dai va gat dau. “Chang con
cach nao.”

Anh ta m¢ canh cura cudi hanh lang ra, budc vao trong va bat den Ién.

“Puoc roi. Vao di!”



Nghe 161 d6, Shinsuke mé1 bude vao. Nhin can phong, anh nhu nghen 101.
Can phong trong nhu hau truong san khau. Moc nhua treo v6 s6 quan 4o dé
bira bai. Trén mit ban dé mot déng d6 trang diém. Trén tuong lap vai céi
guong.

“Gi thé nay? Cin phong ndy...?” Mat mot luc 1au anh méi thdt nén 101

“Pay 1a phong cd dy hoa trang.” Kiuchi dap. “La phong c¢6 ay hoa than
thanh Kishinaka Minae.”

“O day u?”

Shinsuke cham tay vao mot b vay treo trén méc. Bo vay anh tung nhin
thay. C6 mic bd nay khi dén Myoga lan dau tién. Shinsuke nhin Kiuchi.

“Nguoi lai chiéc Ferrari khi d6 1a ¢6 ta nhi?”

“Pling vay.” Kiuchi kéo ghé ra, ngdi xubng.

“Luc toi chay dén chd xe anh, khong thiy co ta & d6 nita.”

“Vi ngay sau vu tai nan, cd ay thdy ho then.” Kiuchi khoanh tay lai. “Noi
vay nhung khong phai co ay da tron di ddu xa. That ra thi c6 Ay nap ¢ sau
nha kho ngay bén canh. O d6 suét.”

“Anh nhan toi thay 1a xuat phat tir tinh yéu, khong mudn co ta thanh
nguoi ¢o to1 ha?”

“Co ca 1y do d6. Nhung con mot 1y do 16n hon. Xét tinh hubng lac do,
néu 12 toi l4i xe thi con c¢6 thé nhan an thir thach, nhung 1a c6 4y thi so khong
duoc thé.”

“Trudce do, co ta tung gay tai nan giao thong nghiém trong a?”

“Khong.” Kiuchi lic dau. “Hom d6, chung t6i dang trén duong vé tir quan
Seagull.”

“La udng rugu 1ai xe sao?”

“U, dtng nhu vay.” Kiuchi gii canh miii. “Luc & quan 4y, ching t6i da
théng nhat 1a toi s& 14i chang vé. Vi thé toi khong dong to1 mot giot rugu

nao. Nhung thuc té trén dudng vé cb 4y lai ndi rang khong nghe thay toi bao



t61 s& lai xe, roi c khang khing minh chi ubng chat ruou nén khong say
dugc. Ping 1a tiru lugng cd 4y cao, va nhin trong khong giéng dang say. Toi
nghi chic ciing chang sao va dua chia khoa cho c6 4y. Viéc d6 that sai lam.
Péng ra toi khong nén dé co ay lai xe.”

Tuy nhién, ¢ vi tri cua anh ta thi khong nang 161 dugc, Shinsuke tham
nghi. Du 12 ngudi yéu, nhung Uehara Midori lai 13 con gai giam ddoc. Ké nam
thé thuong phong lic nao cha 1a co ta.

“Co Ay rat ty tin vé kha nang l4i xe ctia minh. C6 1& ¢6 4y thay uc khi bi
coi 1a udng c6 chat regu ma hao mon kha ning 1ai xe. Co 4y di voi toc do
nhanh hon binh thudng. Khi d6, t6i nhac nh¢ thi chang khac ndo thém dau
vao ltra. Toi chi biét cang hai mat, quan sat tinh hinh.”

“Roi dung nhu anh du doan, da gay ra tai nan.”

“T6i noi cho cau biét, tit ca trach nhiém 13 & xe cta ciu.” Kiuchi néi. “Vi
xe cau luc do di vao lan nguoc chiéu, nén du xe toi c6 khong di nhanh cling
khong thé tranh duge.”

“To1 khong phai nguoi lai xe.”

“Toi biét chir.” N6i roi, Kiuchi gat dau.

Ca hai im lang mot hoi lau. Ai cling mai chim trong nhiing suy tu cia
riéng minh. Shinsuke danh m¢ 1o1 trude.

“Y tudng nhan tdi thay la do anh dwa ra a?”

“PDuong nhién roi. Midori luc d6 bi khing hoang, khong thé suy nghi
duoc diéu gi.”

“Thé viéc nhan toi thay xuat phat tir tinh yéu hay su tinh toan?”

“Tinh todn u?”

“Chang phai 14 ban on sao? Vi ca ¢6 ta va gia dinh ¢6 ta?”

“A.” Kiuchi co vai lai. “Noi that thi tbi cling khong ro 1am. Tom lai, lac
d6 toi chi nghi rang bang moi gia khong dugc giao co ay cho canh sat. Néu

n6i 1 vi tinh yéu thi c6 thé 1a néi cho oai thoi, hinh nhu khéng chi c6 vay.



Nhung con su tinh toan ma cdu ndi dén, t6i khong nhd rang trong khoanh
khac ay toi co suy nghi d6. Noi mot cach guong ép thi... 13 tap tinh ching?”

“Tap tinh u?”

“Cua nguoi duoc thué.”

“Ra vay.” Shinsuke gt dau. Cam giac nhu anh d3 hiéu.

“Con mot diém nita. Nguoi gdy tai nan con lai 1a dong bon cta cdu a?”

Thay Shinsuke nghiéng dau khong hiéu gi, Kiuchi tiép tuc.

“Ngay sau tai nan, ngudi d6 d dén chd toi. Cai ngudi tén Ejima d6.”

“Anh van nhé a? DPlng vay.”

Hinh anh nhin tir dang sau luc Ejima di dén chd chiéc Ferrari mau dé hién
lén trong dau Shinsuke.

“Ltic nguoi d6 di dén, Midori van ngdi trén ghé 1ai. Nguoi d6 nhom vao
trong, r6i hoi bon toi ¢ sao khong? Luc d6 toi da quyét dinh s& nhan tdi thay
co Ay roi.”

“Anh c6 noi1 viéc do véi Ejima khong?”

“T6i nodi hiy coi nhu 1a ti 1ai xe. RS vi ndi tinh su viée ciing phurc tap.
Nguoi d6 1am guong mit ngd vuc roi bao “Mién 1a khong gay bat loi gi cho
chung t6i’. T6i ban tim & chd d6. Néu 1a ngudi cting nhic thi s& khong thé
nao dong tinh vé6i giao dich ay duoc. Nén t6i nghi Ejima noi nhu thé véi cau
va nho cau nhan to1 thay ong ta.”

“Hinh nhu vay. Viéc d6 sau nay toi méi biét.”

Gio Shinsuke d3 hiéu tai sao tinh hinh phtrc tap nhuong 4y ma cudc dbi
chit vé trach nhiém trong vu tai nan lai dugc tién hanh gon ghé&, khong khui
ra khuyét diém ctia bén kia. La vi bén nao ciing c6 diém yéu.

“Ngay sau tai nan, liic toi dén gan thi anh goi dién di dau d6. Nguoi anh
goi la ai?” Shinsuke hoi.

“La Giam dbc. T6i ké su tinh va nho 6ng ta dén dua Midori di ngay.”



“B6 ¢d ta c6 ming roi nude mat voi 1ong trung thanh cta anh khong?”

“U'thi... lac Ay chang phai ong ta nghi d6 1a viéc dwong nhién sao? Gi thi
gi, Ong ta cling giao cd con gai cung doc nhat cho mot ké lam cong an luong
quen.”

“Luc 4y ma anh ndi dén 14 sau nay, khi tinh hinh di thay d6i u?”

“U, dang vay.” Kiuchi gat dau. “L& nao cdu khong nghi ¢6 4y bi am?”

“Bi am u?”

“Pung vay.” Kiuchi nhin vao mat Shinsuke, n61 khé. Bi am do, bdi

Kishinaka Minae.
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“¢ Alnh dua a?” Shinsuke n6i. Go ma hoi xéch lén.

“PDuong nhién 1a ndi kiéu an du thoi. Nhung ma nhitng viéc nén dung tir
d6 dé goi ctr lién tiép xdy ra. Toi c6 nén noi bang thi tiép dién voi nhiing
viéc dang xay ra khong?”

“T6i chang hiéu ¥ anh 1 gi?”

“Thé a4?” Kiuchi dting day khoi cai ghé lai gan chd moc treo bang nhua,
cham vao géu vay treo trén méc. “Téi cling mudn héi cdu. Cau nhé vé vu tai
nan & muc do nao?”

“O mtrc d6 nao u? Toi nhd twong dbi. DU quén rdi, nhung t6i hau nhu da
nhé lai hét.”

“Khoanh khic gy tai nan thi sao?”

“T6i nhé chtr. Vira nghi rang hinh nhu 6 t6 va vao cai gi do, tiép theo da
c6 tiéng dong rat manh. Liic nhan ra thi 6 to cta anh d3 ddm sdm vao tudng.”

“Roi nhin k¥ thi thdy c6 nguoi bi ket gitra birc tuong va 6 t6?”

“U dung vay.”

“Dng r6i.” Kiuchi thd dai. “Tha bon cau thay lac ay chi & mutc d6 thoi.”

“Y anh mudn noi gi?”

“Chting t6i...” Kiuchi quay vé phia Shinsuke. “D4 nhin thdy mdt thir
hoan toan khac. Co 1& nén noi 1 bi bat phai nhin thay. Du sao thi cudp di
mang song cua Kishinaka Minae cubi cung 1a xe chung t6i.”

“Anh con nh¢ luc d6 khong?”

“Ca nhu nam mo y.” Kiuchi khé cudi. Nhung nu cuoil gugng do tat ngam



ngay 1ap tirc. “Cam giac khi chiéc xe nudt gon ngudi phu nit d6, dén gio nay
t6i van nhd rd moén mot. Su viéc dang 18 chi trong khoanh khic ngan ngui
ma lai nhu thude phim quay chdm. Co thé co ta bi nghién nat timg chut mot,
mot con ngudi dang séng dan bién thanh x4c chét. Néu duoc, du chi mot
khac thoi t6i mudn quén di canh tuong d6, nhung cé 18 ca doi ndy ciing
chiang quén dugc dau.”

Shinsuke thay lanh séng lung. Miéng kho khdc. Anh muén uéng nudc.

“Pic biét, c6 mot thir thiéu d6t vong mac, khong thé dut ra duoc. Cau
nghi do 1a gi?”

Thay vi n6i khong biét, Shinsuke chi lac dau.

“La d6i mat.”

Mt u?”

“Pung vay, d6i mat.” Kiuchi chi tay 1én mat minh.

“Mit Kishinaka Minae lac chét. Trudc khi sinh mang tan lui, mat ¢ ta
phong ra nhiing tia sang han thi. Anh sdng con vuong van cudc song, anh
sang uat han khi phai don nhan cai chét, anh sang cim phan danh cho ké
khién minh 1am vao canh ngd nay. Tir trudc dén nay, toi chua timg nhin thay
d6i mat nao dang s nhu thé.”

Nghe Kiuchi ké, Shinsuke nh¢ ra minh ting thay d6i mat do6 réi. La doi
mat d6, anh nghi. P6i mat sau tham khong thdy day ma thinh thoang Ruriko
thé hién ra. Poi mat dang so cia nhitng con bup bé do Kishinaka Reiji tao ra.

“Cau c6 thay bat cong khong? Trong vu tai nan d6, ti va cdu bi phan
dinh toi 16i gﬁn giéng nhau. Nhung bon cau lai chéng nhan thurc duoc rﬁng
minh d& lam chét nguodi. Con ching toi thi ching kién tin mat ngudi bi hai
chét dan.”

Chang tim dugc 10 ndo dé dap lai, Shinsuke chi biét dimg im ling.

“Nhung t6i van con may chan. Vi d6i mat Kishinaka Minae khong nhin

to1. Co ta nhin Midori. Midori vira nhan ra cai xe minh lai da nghién nat co



thé co ta, vira giao anh mat voi nguoi phu nit d6 cho dén gidy phuat cubi
cung.”

Shinsuke nim chit tay, ca nguoi gong 1én. Néu khong 1am vay, anh s&
run 1én ban bat mat. Anh s¢ ngay ca viéc phai tuéng tuong ra cam giac cia
Midori khi do.

“Poi mat d6 da cudp di moi thir cia Midori. C6 thé noi rang da giét chét
tam hon ¢6 dy. Sau tai nan d6, Midori khong khac gi nguoi tan phé. Co ay
song ma nhu da chét. C6 1& Midori bi diéu khién boi su uat han hay con
thinh nd trong doéi mit do.”

“Khoa hoc khong giap dugce gi a?”

“Tét nhién b6 co ay di thir moi cach. Nhung cach nao ciing két thic trong
that bai. Rbt cudc cau tra 10i ching t61 nhan dugc la phai an dudng ¢ noi yén
tinh mot thoi gian, mot cau tra 161 qua doi thuong tinh. No6i vay nhung ciing
khong thé dé co éy ¢ noi khong dé mat t6i duge. Thé nén noi duoc chon
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la...

“Universal Tower?”

Kiuchi gat dau.

“Pung vay. Mot phong trong can ho & chung cu cao cap d6 da thanh noi
an dudng cua co ay.”

“Noi d6 dugc ciu tao dé giam giit nguoi.”

“Pling 1a muc dich dé giam giir. Vi thinh thoang c6 ay lai n6i doa 1én. Du
lac ndo, & dau, cd ay ciling ¢6 cam giac Kishinaka Minae dang nhin minh.
Khi khong chiu noi ap luc hay ndi so hai do, cd éy lai Ién con.”

Shinsuke nhé lai ciu tric cua cin ho d6. Hé théng khoéa tu dong, cura )
bi bit kin, tat ca déu dugc bd tri dé phuc vu co ta.

“Nhung r6i bao nhiéu lau ma tinh hinh khong c6 khéi sic. Khi d6, mot y
tudng dugc dua ra. Co 18 sy day dut lwong tdm vi gdy chét nguoi dang giay

vO ¢d ay. Néu co6 co ho1 dé cau phuc cho nguoi chét theo hinh thirc nao do6



thi sao nhi? Cha ctia Midori d3 tiép nhan ¥ kién d6, va 1énh cho toi sap xép.”

“Cau phuc thé nao?”

“Luc dau thi rat binh thuong. Lién hé véi Kishinaka Reiji dam phan xem
anh ta c6 cho dén thap huong trudc ban thd vo anh ta khong. Véi anh ta, toi
1a ké giét ngudi xau xa. Anh ta da dut khoat tir chdi. Thé nén toi da nho thé
nay, néu vay dé vi hon thé cua toi dén thay c6 duoc khong? Nhu thé van
khong duogc a?”

“Thé céu tra 10i cua Kishinaka ra sao?”

“Di nhién anh ta khong dong y ngay. Hinh nhu anh ta khong thoai mai
khi tiép xtc voi chiing toi. Ma cling chang c6 gi vo 1y ca. Nhung toi ctr kién
tri goi dién thoai vai 1an, va anh ta cho phép mot 1an thoi.”

“Thé nén ¢ ta dugc dén thap huong cho ngudi phu nit ay ha? Dén chd
Kishinaka, mot minh?”

“Tb6i kha bat an. N&i bat an khong dién dat dugc thanh 16i. Nhin thay anh
Kishinaka Minae khong khéo ¢6 4y lai hoang loan, hodc 1& mom néi nhiing
diéu khong nén voi Kishinaka Reiji. Nhung chinh vi khong tim thay con
duong nao khac dé ciru ¢6 4y nén toi khong cho phép minh so hai. Néu 13
cach gi co vé kha quan thi phai tht chu.”

“Thé két qua ra sao?”

“Ngoai strc tudng tuong, nén noi thé chang?”

Kiuchi di vao trong bép, mo canh cura tu lanh co dai, léy ra cai hop chic
dung bot ca phé. Cai ta lanh nay dugc mua dé phuc vu cudc séng mo1 cua
anh ta vo1 Midori chang? Shinsuke muong tuong.

“Cau ubng ca phé khong?” Kiuchi hoi.

“U, pha cho t6i v6i.”

Kiuchi cho nudc vao may pha ca phé, nhét tai loc, dé bot ca phé vao.

“Midori ting rat thich ubng ca phé, nén t6i dd mua loai may pha duoc

nhitng loai ca phé co ban nhat. Nhung tir thoi diém d6, c¢6 iy hoan toan



khong uong nita, may pha ca phé nay danh vut x0.”

“Tur thoi diem d6?”

“Tur lac ¢ ay bat dau bién thanh Kishinaka Minae.” Kiuchi gii chd toc
mai, r01 xoa xoa phia sau co, guong mat han 1én sy mét méi. “Hinh nhu ¢ ta
khong thich ca phé, ma thich hong tra, dac biét thich tra qué cho nhiéu sira,
nén Midori cling bat dau uong thir do.”

“Cau chuyén hinh nhu hoi lac dé mat roi.”

“A, dung vay nhi! Luc ndy, t6i ni dén dau r6i?”

“Pén doan Midori mot minh dén thap huong. Két qua hinh nhu 13 tot.”

“Qua tot ay, dén muc co thé ndéi nhu vay. Nhin Midori tré vé tir can hd
cua Kishinaka Reiji, t61 con khong tin vao mat minh. C6 ay mim cuoi.
Khong phai nu cuoi dién dai. Trong c¢6 ay cuc ky hanh phtuc. Lau lam roi
mai thay cd ay nhu vay. Mudn biét da c6 chuyén gi, to1 thir hoi c6 ay. Khong
co gi dac biét, gap dugc Minae that tot, co ay tra 101 nhu vay. Toi nghi lam gi
co chuyén c6 ay gap duoc Kishinaka Minae. Va t61 tu cat nghia l1a co ay
dang huong 1én ban tho, chap tay lay nén méi c6 cam giac d6.” Sau do,
Kiuchi nhin Shinsuke r61 hoi. “Nghi nhu vay 1a hién nhién nhi?”

“D1 nhién r61.” Shinsuke dap.

“Nhung d6 1a sai lam cuc ky tai hai.” Kiuchi noi.
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“¢Sau do, Midori ghé dén nha Kishinaka Reiji thuong xuyén hon. Téi ciing
bat dau dé y xem ho 1am gi trong phong. Nhung ngay viéc ngin c6 ay lai toi
cling chan chir. Ai nhin véo ciing thiy Midori luc nay da lay lai vé rang ngoi,
khoe manh. B ¢6 ay ciing 1énh cho toi cir dé ¢6 4y 1am gi tiy thich mot thoi
gian. T61 chi con cach tuan theo.”

Kiuchi ddo mat nhin ra cai may pha ca phé, cham cht nhin ting giot chat
long mau den chay vao binh. Shinsuke cling 1am vay. Hoi nuéc phun ra tur
may pha ca pheé.

“Kishinaka biét bi mat cua chung toi 14 thoi diém hai thang sau khi
Midori dén nha anh ta. Dot nhién bén dich vu chuyén nha dén phong co 4y,
dit & ddy mot dong dd dac. Puong nhién d6 1a do Midori yéu cau. Luc toi
dén can phong d6, d6 dac da duoc sap xép & vi tri thich hop. Chic cau hiéu
t6i dd ngac nhién thé nao khi thdy canh tuong do.”

Shinsuke chua hiéu ngay y nghia nhiing diéu Kiuchi n6i. Nhung luc lién
tudng téi mot can phong trong chung cu cao cap kia, anh di thay cau tra 10i.

“Bup bé u...” Shinsuke lam bam.

Kiuchi khé& gat dau.

“Ma no canh 1am giéng Kishinaka Minae xép thanh mot diy nhu cau da
théy. Thém ntra, lai con chuyén dén rat nhiéu mady moc, dung cu dé
Kishinaka tiép tuc chuyén tdm san xuat bup bé.”

“C0 ta dinh lam gi vay?”

“Tbi da thir hoi Midori, rang c6 ay dinh 1am gi. Hoi sinh Minae, co ay tra

101 vay. Liic nghe thay cau tra 101 d6, t6i di hiéu ra sy that. Midori thuc sy da



gap Kishinaka Minae ¢ nha cua Kishinaka. Nhin nhitng con blip bé Minae
do Kishinaka tao ra, cd dy cam thay linh hon minh duoc ctru r6i.”

“Anh khong bat c6 ta dimg lai sa0?”

“T6i da cd ngan cod dy. Dinh don sach tit ca bup bé trong phong. Nhung
cu lam vay, co éy lai gian dit nhu 1én con dién. T61 khong thé lam duoc gi.
C6 4y vung dao loan xa vao to6i ma chang c6 cam xuc gi.”

“Dao u?”

Kiuchi vén tay 4o bén phai lén, gio cho Shinsuke xem. “Pay 1a do ¢6 ay
gay ra.”

Trén canh tay anh ta con vét seo dai khoang nim centimet. Trong n6 chua
cii lam.

“B6 c0 ta... Giam dbc Uehara quyét dinh thé nao?”

“Chang quyét dinh gi. Quan sat tinh hinh thém mét thoi gian nira... Lai
nhu vdy. Ong ta néi r0i c6 ay sé chan choi bip bé thoi.”

“Nhung c6 ta khong chan nhi?”

“Khong chan chut nao. That ra, va1 ching toi thi vu viée that sy gio moi
bat dau.”

Kiuchi v6i hai cai cbc trén gia dé bat dia xudng, tir tén rot ca phé trong
binh vao hai cdc, réi hoi xem cho duong hay sita. Shinsuke tra 101 khong cho
gi.

“Ttrc 1a...” Pua mot cai coc ra, Kiuchi néi. “Sy thay do6i trong con nguoi

“C6 ta dot ngdt bién thanh Kishinaka Minae a?”

“Khoéng, lic dau chi thay doi tir tir nén toi khong nhan ra. Cach trang
diém thay d6i, chi & mirc d6 thoi. Chang bao 1au sau, su thay doi trén co thé
co dy tré nén rd rang. Midori von di ¢ hinh thé hoi map. Vay ma trong chua
day mot thang, c6 Ay da giam hon chuc can.”

“Nhung ma chi thay ddi cach trang diém va giam can thi s& khong thé



gidng dén vay.”

“Dung nhu ciu néi. Bong mot ngay, cd 4y mat tich hoan toan khéng lién
lac gi. RO tro vé sau vai tudn, cd ay c¢6 guong mat hoan toan khac.”

Do 1a MINA-1 da hoan thanh chang? Shinsuke néi mot minh.

“Thu that 1a dén thoi diém nay, t6i d3 bo cude roi.”

“Bé cudc? Bo cai gi?”

“Viéc lay lai Midori xua kia. Toi coi ¢d 4y nhu dd chét. B6 ¢ 4y ciing hét
cach, 6ng ta khong thé cho dtra con gai dau 6c ky la, guwong mit d6i khac vao
nha duoc. Nhung van can ngudi giam sat ¢ dy. Ciling can chim soc cudc
song cta co ay.”

“Thé nén anh tiép tuc dong vai nguoi giam hd ha? Véi nhing diéu kién
ma hodi con 1am cong an luong khong thé sanh dugc.”

“Néu ghen ti thi lac nao cdu ciing c6 thé dén thay t6i.” Kiuchi udng ca
phé, thd mot hoi that dai. “Vi t6i nghi chang c6 cong viéc nao kho sé hon
phai chimg kién vi hon thé cii ciia minh thay d6i ca trai tim va ngoai hinh
dau.”

“Sao ¢b ta lai muon tré thanh Kishinaka Minae vay? Vi Kishinaka Reiji
khong thé tao ra mot con bup bé hoan hao u?” Shinsuke hoéi, nhé lai noi
dung quyén s6 Kishinaka Reiji d¢ lai.

“Liic dau toi ciing nghi nhu vay. Nhung gan day lai ¢6 cam giac hinh nhu
khong phai vay.”

“Vay la tai sao?”

Kiuchi hup ca phé bang mot dong tac tir ton. Trong anh ta nhu dang sip
xép lai suy nghi trong dau. Khong lau sau, anh ta hoi: “Khi nhin vao mit co
ay, cau co cam thay diéu gi khong?”

“Khong mot 1an ndo 1a khong c6 cam gidc gi.” Shinsuke thanh thuc tra
10i. “Tur lan dau tién gip cb ta. Ct nhin vao d6i mat do, tim t6i nhu bi hut

vao.”



“Toi ciing vdy. Va toi di ting nhin thay doi mat d6 r6i.” Kiuchi dé cai
coc xudng bon rira & bép. “Do 1a d6i mat cua Kishinaka Minae. P6i mat co
ta thé hién ra ngay trudc lac chét. Du Midori ¢ bién thanh Kishinaka Minae
thi cling khong thé ndo tai hién lai d6i mat do.”

“Y anh 1a linh hon cua Kishinaka Minae d3 nhap vao c6 ta ha? Chang
phai anh no61 b1 &m chi 1a cach noi an du thoi sao?” Shinsuke dinh cudi,
nhung gd ma anh chi xéch 1én voi hinh dang ky la.

“T6i khong dinh néi dén hién tuong tdm linh. Nhung ma dung cach goi
d6 c6 khi lai dung. Hon ma khong deo bam, nhung tdm tu nhu truyén dén co
ay.”

“Tam tu u?”

“La thuat thoi mién.” Kiuchi noi. “To1 nghi phai chang Midori bi vuéng
vao mot loai thoi mién nao do.”

“Thuat théi mién, bi ai théi mién méi duwoc?” Shinsuke hoi, thdy st rudt
trong 10ng, nhung ban than anh di biét trudc cau tra 10i.

“Duong nhién 1a bi Kishinaka Minae théi mién rdéi. Anh sang phét ra

trong doi mat cd ta ngay trude lac chét ham chira mdt sttc manh dang sg.”
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“Lé nao...” Shinsuke 1am bam. Chang 18 lai c6 chuyén nhu thé sao?

Nhung khi anh ta nhac t6i thuat thoi mién, khong phai anh khong nghi ra
diéu gi. Rat nhiéu lan anh bi Ruriko nhin bang anh mat d6, khién co thé anh
khong cur dong noi. Bi Kishinaka Minae thoi mién, khong han ¢ khong hoc
duoc niang luc d6 dé phat huy vao chd khac.

“Do bi tho1 mién, Midori nghi ban than minh la Kishinaka Minae. Tu ky
am thi nhu thé khién trai tim c6 dy duoc ctu rdi. Biét dugc nhitng diéu vé
Kishinaka Minae, c6 iy bat chudc ca hinh dang cta ¢ ta.”

“Thé Kishinaka Reiji da lam gi c6 ta?” Shinsuke noi ra nghi ngd cua
minh.

Kiuchi th¢ dai.

“Liic ndly cau ciing ndi roi con gi. Kishinaka Reiji mudn tao ra con bip bé
hoan hao gidng hét vg minh, nhung dang bi bé tac. Pung lic do, co 4y xuét
hién thi s& thé nao?”

Shinsuke nhé dén trang cubi cing trong cudn s6 ctia Kishinaka Reiji. Noi

dung n6 nhu sau.

Toi noi “Anh vé roi day.”
Co dy dap “Mung anh vé nha.” Toi nghe thay giong co ay.
“Em dung di dau nita nhé!”” Toi noi.

“Em khéng di nita dau.” C6 dy dap.

Kiuchi lai cam cai coc 1én. Anh ta uéng ca phé, r61 né mot nu cudi trén



méi. Nu cudi vo hon.

“Chang c6 1y gi ma biét duoc loai tinh yéu nao nay sinh gitta thg lam buap
bé va con bup bé. Ma t6i ciing khong mudn tuong twong. Nhung chic chin
thang ngdy mat ngot d6 da kéo dai. Vi t6i ludn theo st co dy nén chic chin
la ding.”

“Thé thang ngay mat ngot do tai sao lai khong tiép tuc nira?”

“T6i khong biét chi tiét, nhung dai khai chac 13 ngudi thg 1am bup bé da
tinh mong trudce.”

“Tinh mong u?”

“La luc anh ta nhan ra ké ¢ trudc mat minh khong phai nguoi vo yéu cua
anh ta, cling khong phai con bup bé gidong vo minh, ma 1a ké da giét chét vo
minh. Puong nhién khong phai 1a cho dén luc d6 anh ta mdi nhan ra su that.
Nhung c6 1& anh ta ¢6 khong nghi dén théi. Midori timg 13 Kishinaka Minae
dén muc do d6. Vi Kishinaka Reiji, co 4y chi 1a con bup bé MINA-1 trong
mong tudng théi. Mong tuwdng cudi cing van 13 mong tuong. Gide mo mii 1a
gidc mo. Liic nao d6 s& phai tinh mong.”

“Luc tinh ra roi thi sa0?”

“Nhu céu da biét. Anh ta lai mot 1an nita nhan thire duoc réng vo minh da
mat, nhan ra minh da yéu ké giét chét vo minh, roi sbc, tuyét vong, cim ghét
chinh minh. Khong bao 1au sau thi quyét dinh s& di theo vo. Nhung c6 mot
viéc can lam.”

“Tra thu a?”

“Plng vay.” Kiuchi udng can cdc ca phé, dit coc xudng.

Shinsuke nghi da dén luc cAm cdc ca phé 1én. Nhin xudng cdc, anh thay
chat 1ong mau den dang rung 1én. Anh nhé dén biéu cam u am Kishinaka
Reiji thé hién ra luc dén quan ruou.

“Co ta sé tiép tuc di nguyén dang dé cta Kishinaka Reiji u? Lan nay dinh
dua t0i, ké suyt bi Kishinaka Reiji giét hai sang thé gidi bén kia?”



“Theo dién bién tir trude tdi nay thi dung 13 vay.” Kiuchi gat dau.

Shinsuke dua cai cc lai gan miéng, ubng ca phé ngudi lanh trong cdc.
Huong vi nghéo nan, chi ¢ vi dang lan toa trong miéng.

“Nhung ma, t0i van chua hiéu.” Shinsuke noi.

“Chura hiéu cai gi?”

“Néu c6 ta mudn giét toi thi dd c6 rat nhiéu co hoi dé ra tay roi. Nhung
gid t61 van dang song sd s ¢ day. Tai sao vay? Tai sao ¢ ta chua giét t6i?”

Kiuchi hinh nhu nghi ngoi gi d6, cubdi cing lac dau.

“T6i khong biét. C6 thé co 4y quyét dinh theo cach cia riéng minh.”

“Quyét dinh theo cach cta riéng minh?”

“La cach thuc tra thu. Néu chi giét khong thoi thi van chua du.”

Nghe cau tra 101 cua Kiuchi, Shinsuke co vai lai.

“Co cach thirc nao d6 con dang so hon ca giét ngudi u?”

“Téi chi c6 thé giai thich dén day thoi. Tom lai, phai vu tién tim ra co ay
d3. Lan ndy tim ra cd 4y roi, phai cach ly hoan toan.”

Dinh cho vao vién tdm than ching, nghi vy Shinsuke khong héi nira.
Anh dit cbe ca phé con hon mot nira 1én trén ban.

“To61 c6 mot viec chua giai thich dugc.”

“Vige gi?”

“La vé thanh tra Kozuka. Anh d 1am gi nguoi d6 roi?”

Kiuchi nhiu may, co tay 1én mat nhu dang c6 chiu con dau.

“Hoi viéc d6 thi cau dinh lam gi? Téi nghi chang lién quan t6i cau dau.”

“To1 suy luan mot chat dugc khong?”

“Xin moi, n€u co viéc gi cau suy luan dugc.” Kiuchi lam vé mat kho

doan.

“Thanh tra Kozuka d3 dén ctru t6i lac t6i bi giam trong can hd cao cap do.



T6i da trén thoat ngay, con Kozuka thi néi can diéu tra thém mot chit nén &
lai trong phong. Sau d6, rat nhiéu lan tdi goi cho vién thanh tra nhung khong
két nbi dugc. Ciing khong thay ong ta lién lac. Nén toi nghi chac chan vién
thanh tra da gip chuyén gi roi.”

Pén day, Shinsuke quan sat phan tng cta Kiuchi. Kiuchi tua lung vao
bon rira bat, khoanh tay lai va gat dau kiéu nhu muén néi moi anh tiép tuc
cau chuyén.

“Piéu t6i ban tam 1a tai sao can hd d6 lai duoc don dep sach s€ nhu vay?
Tai sao lai voi vang lam viéc d6?”

“Thé suy luan cuia cau 1a gi?” Kiuchi héi.

“Chang phai sau khi toi tron khoi can phong d6 thi co ta quay vé sao?”

“Néu thé thi sa0?”

“Co ta s€ tinh ¢ cham mat Kozuka. V&1 ¢6 ta, can ho do la thanh dia. To1
khong nghi ¢6 ta s& dé nguoi dan ong x40 tron noi d6 binh yén vo su ra vé
dau.”

“Y cau la co ay di 1am gi vién thanh tra sa0?” Kiuchi tha hai tay ra. “Mot
cO gai manh mai thi lam gi dugc mot vién thanh tra vam vo?”

“Anh khong biét co ta roi, néu 1a toi thi s& khong noi thé dau. Nhung t6i
biét. C6 ta c6 mdt stc manh ky la. Lic ndy, anh cling néi réi. Mot lic nao
do, co ta s& giét t61.”

Shinsuke nhin thang guwong mat Kiuchi. Biéu cam cua Kiuchi khi dén
nhan cai nhin d6 khién nu cudi cua anh tit han. Nhung Kiuchi lac dau.

“May thtr 46 giéng tudong tuong hon 13 suy ludn. Ping 14 t6i d3 nghe.
Nhung khong ¢6 binh luan gi. Pa 1a tudng tugng ctia nguoi khac thi du minh
co noi gi cting vo ich thoi.”

“Canh sat hanh dong roi d6.”

“C6 18 ho dang hanh dong. Nhung chang lién quan gi dén chiing ti.”

“Anh tu tin qua day! Co thé ho s& dén day.”



“U, thé thi sao?” Kiuchi nghiéng dau. “Ho c6 manh mdi ndo dé lan téi
day khong? Manh moi duy nhét chi c6 nhan chimg 1 cau thoi.”

“Lam t6i bién mat 1a xong chtr gi?” Shinsuke 1am tu thé phong thu.

“Lam gi c6 chuyén do.” Kiuchi xua tay. “T61 tin cau. Cling tin cau sé
khong noé1 chuyén cua ching t6i ra. Chuyén chung t6i, cd chuyén cua
Midori.”

“Anh dé cao t6i qua day.”

“Du cau nodi sy that thi cling chéng dugc loi 10¢ gi. Nguoc lai, chi mat tat
ca nhirng thir dang c6 trong tay. Cau khong ngu ngdc nhu vay.”

Ra 1a vay, Shinsuke hiéu ra. Kiuchi biét chuyén Shinsuke nhén tién chiu
toi thay tir Ejima. Cé diéu, anh ta khong biét viéc ngudi phy nir tén Narumi
om sb tién d6 trén mat, nhd thé ma ba muoi triéu yén bién thanh nim muoi
tri¢u yén.

“T6i nghi cau hiéu tinh hinh roi.” Kiuchi noi. “Gid ca tdi va cdu déu hanh
dong theo s6 ménh théi. Néi vay 1a cdu hiéu minh phai 1am gi roi cha?”

“Tim Ruriko.”

“Pung vay.” Kiuchi gat dau.



Chuong 40

Réyi khoi chung cu Garden Place, Shinsuke budc vao quan ca phé roi di
xem phim giét thoi gian. Noi dung bd phim chang lot vao dau anh chut no.
Vi nhiing 16i Kiuchi néi quéa sc. Anh nghi di nghf lai nhitng 1oi d6 trong dau
may lan. Cur lap di lip lai viéc d6, mét qua, Shinsuke ngu thiép di trong
phong chiéu phim.

Nao, gio lam gi day? Budce ra khoi rap, Shinsuke nghi. Gio 1a mudi mot
gid ba muoi phut sang. That tinh anh muén vé chung cu, sap xép not do dac.
Nhung ndi so hii vai tiéng trude van con nguyén.

Ruriko d bién di d¢au nhi? Anh nghi dén viéc ¢6 ta dang doi minh ¢ nha.
Shinsuke khong tu tin 1a s€ thoat khoi strc manh ky la ctia co ta. Noi vay
nhung ciing khong thé khong vé nha. Phai 1am gi day? Khi d6, chuéng dién
thoai vang 1én.

“Al6.”

“Shinsuke a? T61 day.”

Anh nhan ra ngay giong no61 do6. La Ejima.

“Vé& vu giao dich.” Ejima néi ¢ dau day bén kia.

“Khoéng ho danh 6ng Ejima. C6 thé chuan bi s6 tién d6 ngay 1ap tic.”

“Cau dua a? Toi sao c6 san trong tay so tién 16n thé. Lai con 1a tién khong
c6 muc dich sir dung rd rang.” Ngay ca luc nay, giong diéu cua ong ta van
con ung dung. “Thé t6i s& mang tién dén dau? T6i mudn chd ndo vang ngudi
cang tot.”

“Vé di€u do thi toi cling vay.”



“Vay hay dén noi ma toi noi sau day.”

Noi Ejima noi dén 1a quan ca phé & giira Ginza.

“Noi vang nguoi chang phai tot hon sao?”

“P6 chang phai noi vang ngudi sao? Hay cdu mudn noi ai d6 nhin cham
cham ching ta?” Ejima khé cuoi. “Cau chot thoi gian di!”

“Thé thi mot gio nhé!”

“Mot gid, toi hiéu roi.”

Cup dién thoai roi, Shinsuke hit thd that siu. Thoi khac phan dinh thang
thua 1a day, Shinsuke nghi.

Anh dén chd hen mudn gan muoi 1am phat. P6 14 mot quan ca phé nhin
xubng duong Harumi, trong quan c6 nhiéu ngudi dan ong trong nhu dan 1am
cong an luong. Pung la hai nguoi dan 6ng ma gap nhau & day thi cling
khong gay su chu y.

Sau d6 khoang nam phut thi Ejima xuat hién. Ong ta mic 4o jacket gian
di. Khong mang theo thir gi.

“Cau dén sém nhi?”

“To1 ranh ma.”

Nguoi phuc vu lai gan. Shinsuke uéng tra chanh roi. Ejima goi ca phé,
Shinsuke nhén ra ong ta dang c6 hét stirc khong ngang mit 1én.

“Ong dén tay khong 4?” Shinsuke néi.

Ejima chi nhéch khoe miéng 1én cudi, cho tay vao tii 4o, ldy ra mot cai
phong bi mau nau.

“Cau mé ra di!”

Shinsuke nhan lay phong bi, nhin vao bén trong. Trong d6 cé chiéc chia
khoa.

“La chia kh6éa mot ngin cia ti gii do ¢ nha ga Shinbashi. Toi dé tién

trong do.”



“To1 phai xac nhan bén trong tu da.”

“Pé sau dém cling dugc ma.” Ejima ngam mot diéu thudc, cham lira hit.
Phong thai ung dung cua 6ng ta van khong suy suyén.

Ca phé duoc bé tdi. Ejima cho chut sita vao ro6i moi udng, sau d6 ong ta
cuo1 hén ho.

“May niam roéi méi duge ngdi udng ca phé & Ginza vao giod nay nhi? Sau
nay phai tran trong nhiing thoi khac thé nay.”

“Ong Ejima.” Vira nhét chiéc chia khoa vao vi, Shinsuke vira hoi. “Cau
chuyén mot phan muoi nghin 1a 6ng nodi that a?”

“Cau chuyén mot phan muoi nghin u?”

“Chuyén vé x4c suat nguoi chét trong tai nan giao thong. Chang phai ong
Ejima da néi vai to1 sao?”

“A, chuyén d6 ha?” Ejima gay tan thudc vao trong gat tan. “Cau chuyén
do thi sao?”

“Ong Ejima di néi rang tai nan giao thong nhu quan suc sic. Nguoi bi tai
nan chi thinh thoang ma&i xuit hién, giéng nhu mat xau cua sic sic vay. Loi
noi d6 1a dé an ui t6i, ké ctt nghi minh 13 nguoi gy tai nan, hay 1a ong that
long nghi nhu thé?”

Ejima 1am vé mit kho hiéu, trong nhu khong hiéu ¥ nghia cau hoi.

“Duong nhién to1 that long nghi vay. Thi sao?”

“Ong chua tig nghi vé Kishinaka Minae, ngudi da bi 6 to can chét sao?”

“Nghi dén thi sao? C6 ai duoc ctiru khong?”

“Nhung ma nguoi bi tai nan s& mai thi han ké gay tai nan day.” Ké ca sau
khi nguoi ta chét, 101 d6 anh da khong néi ra.

“Thé nén t6i da tra tién.” Giong diéu Ejima bdng tr& nén vo cam. “Tra
mot s6 tién boi thuong 16n cho gia dinh ngudi bi tai nan, roi dua tién cho

cau, nguoi nhan tdi thay. Thanh that ma noéi, to1 maéi 1a nguoi bi hai déy.”



“Nhung c6 khi cai nguoi bi tai nan muén khong phai 1 tién.”

“Thé 61 phai trao cai gi? Thanh ¥ chang? Néu chi can thé thi bao nhiéu
to1 cling thé hién duogc. Néu béao cui dap dau thi t6i s& chi hang tram lan.
Nhung néu thé thi ngudi bi tai nan va ngudi than cua ho co hanh phic
khong? Rét cude cai ho doi chinh 1a tién. Thé nén bo qua hét may diéu phién
phtc, ¢t giao dich nhu kinh doanh 1a duoc. Cau khong nghi thé sao?”

Shinsuke khong thé tra 10i gi, chi im ling. Ejima dtng day.

“Giao djch dén day la két thiic. To6i ndi cho ciu biét. bung tham lam hon
nita! T6i khong phai cai may in ra tién dau. Néu ép budc toi thi s& c6 viéc
khong hay xay ra véi cau day.”

“Toi biét. Pén day 1a cham dut r6i.”

Ejima gat dau kiéu thé thi dugc, ro1 cam bién lai va roi di.

Budc ra khoi quan ca phé, Shinsuke di thang dén nha ga Shinbashi. Lau
]am roi anh méi di bd & Ginza vao ban ngay. Anh khong c6 cam giac 1a s& di
lay ba muoi triéu yén bay gio. Thay vao d6, su kho chiu lan ra trong 1ong vi
101 n6i ctia Ejima mai chua bién mat.

Nhé lai moi chuyén roi, Shinsuke nhé ca luc minh bi phan quyét. Ngdi tu
hai nam, thir thach ba nim. Nghe thay thé anh cam thiy hai diéu. Mot 13
cling may. Du ludt su c6 noi rang chic chin s& dugc phan quyét an thir
thach, nhung tudng twong dén tinh hudng khong duoc phan quyét nhu thé,
anh khong khoi run so.

Mbt diéu nira, hoan toan trai nguoc voi diéu trén.

An nhe qu4, anh nghi.

Trong ddm ban gai cua Shinsuke, c6 nguoi lam thém & cira hang trang
strc. Lac do, co ta gap kho khan vé tién nén da tuon trang suc tri gia mot
tram nghin yén cua cira hang ra ngoai, ban ré cho nguo1 quen, roi giai trinh

vo1 chu ctira hang 1a bi an trom. Luc viéc lam cua co ta bi bai 10, ctra hang



dam don kién thi c6 ta phai chiu phan quyét tt mot nim hai thang, thir thach
ba nim. Nghia 1a ciing chang khac 1am so v&i an cua Shinsuke.

Du nhan t6i thay Ejima, Shinsuke van bi truy ctru toi di giy ra cai chét
cho mot con ngudi. Va toi d6 twong duong véi an cip trang stc tri gia mot

tram triéu yén.

Dt ban than minh nghi thé 1a may, nhung c6 thé tudng tugng duoc nguoi
than ctia ngudi bi tai nan s& khong thé chap nhan phan quyét nay.

Co 1€ trong nhitng vu tai nan giao thong khac cling 1dp lai nhitng viéc nhu
thé. Boi vi gidng nhu Ejima, nguoi giy tai nan ciing chi nghi rang ‘minh den
dui’ thoi. Viéc c6 mudi nghin nguoi chét mot nam vi tai nan giao thong
nghia 13 cling ton tai ngudi gdy tai nan véi sb luong gan vai con sd d6. Co 18
ho ciing thd phao nhe nhdm véi an phat nhe qué stc tudng tuong, roi co stc
quén tai hoa roi xuéng dau minh. Va nguoi gdy tai nan quén di ti 161 cta
minh chang khac nao khién ngudi bi tai nan bi thuong lan nira.

Bat chot Shinsuke nhd dén cai dém Kishinaka Reiji dén Myoga. Khi do,
anh ta d3 hoi mot cau. Nhitng lac kho chiu thi anh lam thé nao dé quén? La
cau do.

C6 nghi t6i nhimg diéu vui vé. Lam nhing viéc khién cho tAm trang minh
lac quan hon, Shinsuke da tra 161 nhu vay.

“Vi du nhu?”

“Vi dy tudng tuong ra luc minh c6 quan riéng chang han.”

“Thé a? Pay 1a udc mo nhi?”

“Vang, tam thoi la thé.”

L& nao luc d6 Kishinaka Reiji d3 quyét tim tra thu? Lac dau, anh ta con
do du nén dén quan bar ma ké gay tai nan cho vo minh lam viéc dé xem thé
nao. Nhung rdi thay ké d6 duong nhu quén ngay tip lu nhitng viéc kho chiu,
c¢b nghi t6i nhitng diéu vui vé. Anh ta cam thdy thé nao khi nghe nhing 10i

nay? Chac chan anh ta muon noi rang ké gy tai nan vinh vién khong dugc



quén. Hinh anh anh ta n6i chuyén dut quang hién 1én trong dau Shinsuke.

“That ra, c6 mot viée téi mudn quén di ma khong tai ndo quén duoc, nén
chi muén tim trang nhe nhom di mot chat. Té1 cr mai suy tu vé viée d6 luc
thong tha di bd trén duong, thé ndo ma cai bién tén quan nay lai dap vao mat.
Nhin xem, tén quan 1a ‘Myoga’ phai khong?”

C6 1& anh ta thay tirc gian véi ca cai tén quan Myoga.

Shinsuke di dén ga Shinbashi. Anh di xuéng phia duéi, vira xac nhan sb
vira tim vi tri ngan ta. Cai ti c¢6 sd khdp voi chia khoa & ngay bén canh may
ban nudc €p tu dong.

Shinsuke nhét chia vao 16 khoa va xoay. Cura to m¢ ra, tim anh dap
nhanh. Trong t c6 mdt céi tai da mau den. Anh lay n6 ra, nhin xung quanh
ga tim nha vé sinh. Thay nha vé sinh r6i, anh budc dai vao mot phong roi
khoa ctra lai. Poi tay mo khoa chiée thi hoi run 1én.

Nhitng b6 tién nhét trong tai. C6 mui dic trung cua tién gidy. Shinsuke
kiém tra qua timg b6 tién. Luc dau, anh di nghi ring Ejima s& lam mot viéc
v6 nghia 1a nhét ca tién gia vao. Co tit ca nim muoi bo tién. Shinsuke khé
vay tay phai. Hai gio ba muoi phut chiéu. Shinsuke quay lai chung cu. Anh
dé cai tai dung tién lai trong ngan ti, con chia khoa thi nhét trong ti.

Anh nghi nén don dep dd trude khi troi toi. Vi c6 cam giac dén t6i Ruriko
s& xuat hién. Anh 1én thang mdy, dung trudc cira phong minh. Vira run run
vira xoay tay nam cira, anh ddy cira ra. Png 1a khong khoa. Van nhu budi
sang.

Anh mé cira, nhin vao phong. T6i om, Chang thay gi. Luc budc vé phia
trudc mot bude, anh thiy co gi d6 ¢ sau lung. Lic nghi ring minh xong doi
roi thi dd mudn. Anh bi dap mot ca rit manh, cung lac cai gi do 16e 1én trong

dau, y thirc nhanh chong rdi xa khoi nio.
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(6 hong dau nhu bj thiéu dét. Co chat long gi bj nghen & khi quan. Nhung
khong thé ho ra dugc. Miéng thi bi nhét cai gi d6. Anh dinh lay ra nhung
chan tay khong cir dong nodi. Co thé ciing khong nhuc nhich duge. Shinsuke

m¢ mat. Thay tran nha. Do 1a tran can ho.

“Qua 1a may di nhan ra. Pung vay. Nhu thé may duoc udng thudc hoi

tinh vay.”

Giong néi vang 1én ngay bén canh. Anh quay dau ra phia d6. Phia sau dau

dau nhu bi v& vun. Anh biét minh da bi danh vao dau.

Ejima ngodi bén canh. Shinsuke nhan ra minh dang nam trén san. Nhung
chan tay bi troi bang thir gi d6. Khong phai day thimg. Cam giac nhu bang
dinh. Anh khong phét dugc ra tiéng 1a do c6 gi d6 nhét trong miéng. Mot thir
nhu cai dng to.

“Hinh nhu may khong biét minh bi nhét gi trong miéng nhi? Ciing chang
phai thtr gi la ddu. La tht nha nao cling c6. O day ciing c6. La ong may hit
bui.” Ejima vui vé noi.

Shinsuke van veo nguoi. Dung ludi cd day cai ong trong miéng ra.

“Ping ¢6 ndi xung 1én nira! May cang nhu thé tao lai cang phai nhanh ra
tay.” Noi roi, Ejima cam thtr gi d6 1én. D6 13 binh ruou tequila. Ong ta dua
c4i binh lai gan miéng 6ng, nghiéng cai binh.

Ruou tequila chay vao trong miéng Shinsuke. Anh c¢6 khoéng nudt ruou,
nhung dé ho hap dugc chi con cach uong thoi. Miii anh bi bit lai bang thu gi
do.

“Tao khong mudn dbi xir v4i thir ruou yéu thich nhu thé nay, nhung hét



cach r6i, phai cong phu dé canh sat khong nghi ngd.” Vira néi 6ng ta vira d6
ruou vao.

Shinsuke gidy giua nhung cai éng van khong rdi ra. Anh lai bi nghen.
Ttc nguc qua! Mét va mii déu dau. Nudc mit chay gian giua.

“Cang phan khang lai cang dau don. Ctr ngoan ngodn thi hon. Pang nao
may cling chét thoi.” Giong Ejima day phan khich.

Shinsuke ¢ thd déu, nhin tir dudi 1én. Poi mit anh chira déy oan han.

“Gi vay? May mudbn néi gi a? Nhu tao quan sat thi may khong biét tao s&
lam gi dé may chét ding khong? Ciing khong kho dau. Cho udng that nhiéu
ruou, dé that say, roi tiém thi nay.” Ejima gio cai kim tiém 1én. Bén trong la
dung dich trong subt. “La mot loai thuéc ngu. Khi di uéng nhiéu rugu, chi
can tiém mot luong ting nay thoéi, s& dé dang soc ma chét. Ma lac nhin vao,
chang khac gi chét vi séc ruou. Nguoi ta s& nghi anh chang bartender co
nguoi yéu bo trén, udng nhiéu ruou dan dén kiét qué. Nhung ma cho may
ubng thém chit rugu nita co vé tot hon.”

Ejima lai déc thém ruogu vao cai ng. Thuc quan va da day Shinsuke nong
bung Ién. Anh kho thé, mach dap nhanh. Chat coén nhanh chong chay khép
co thé.

“Tao chang hiéu ndi suy nghi cta lii chung may. Tai sao ba muoi triéu
yén con chua hai long? Sé tién d6 véi ching may 1a con sd 16n nhi? Hay
chung may nghi tao bop mot phat chi ra ba muoi triu yén thi hai muoi triéu
yén nita cling chang 1a gi? Puang 1a véi tao, sb tién d6 khong phai khong
xoay dugc. Nhung ching may quén mot diéu quan trong. Pay 1a giao dich.
May da chiu td1 thay cho tao. Thu lao cho viéc d6 la ba muoi tri€u yén.
Khong c6 de doa hay tong tién gi hét. La giao dich. Trong giao dich can moi
quan hé tin tudng 1an nhau. Khong thé xay dung quan hé tin tuong do6 vai ké
d3 dong y v4i ba muoi triéu roi lai 14y 1y do nay kia doi thém tién. May hiéu
chua?”

Ruou tequila chay vao khi quan, Shinsuke bi sic. Mdi 1an nhu thé co thé



anh lai nay lén nhu bi co giat. Toan than anh ndng ran. Pau 6c¢ bit dau mo
mang.

“Nay, dén luc roi nhi?” Mat Ejima sang 1én.

Shinsuke gidy giua, co thé cang lic cang yéu dan di.

Khung canh truéc mit anh bat ddu xoay tron. Nguoi ndn nao. Pau dau
nhtre. Tai u di.

Ejima coi quan Shinsuke ra. Hinh nhu dinh tiém vao chd nao d6 & phia
dudi.

“Pung gidy giua. On thoi ma. Khong kho chiu lam dau. May sé& sang thé
gidi bén kia nhu mot gidc mo thoi.”

Luc Ejima chuan bi kim tiém, Shinsuke thay cai gi d6 chuyén dong trudc

mat minh.
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Thﬁ’ chuyén dong 1a canh cira ti. Canh cira d6 mé ra, mot thir mau den xuat
hién. Shinsuke 1ap tirc nhan ra thur do.

Ruriko cham réi dung day. Toc ¢ roi bu, guong mit trang toat.

“Gi thé nay? Con dan ba ndy ¢ dau ra vay?” Ejima quay lai nhin noi phat
ra tiéng dong, mit mé trimg trimg nhin ngudi phy nit dang dung do.

“Chinh 1a 6ng... phai khong?” Ruriko néi.

“Cai gi?”

“La 6ng. Ké da giét toi. Ké dam vao toi tir phia sau khi toi dang dap xe.”

“May dang noi gi viy? Pau 6c c¢6 binh thuong khong?” Ejima xua tay
nhu dudi rudi. Nhung 6ng ta van hoi lui vé dang sau. R rang 1a 6ng ta sg
nguot phu nit do.

“Tbi s& khong tha cho ong.” Vira néi, Ruriko vira lai gan Ejima. “Tuyét
d6i khong tha.”

Ejima nhit binh ruou tequila 1én, ném vé phia Ruriko.

Cai binh dap tring vao tran cd. Nhung biéu cam trén mat Ruriko khong
chut thay d6i, co van tir tir tién lai gan.

“Ping c6 dén day!” Ejima gian dit quat.

Mau tir tran Ruriko bat dau chay ra. Chd bi binh rugu dap tring hinh nhu
bi st da. Mau chay xudng go ma, xudng cam. Dong mau d6 sam.

“Pumng lai gan day!” Ejima da that manh vao nguoi Ruriko. C6 nga vé
phia cira so.

Shinsuke chi nghe thay tiéng thé nang nhoc ciia Ejima. Con Ruriko mot



hoi 1au khong cir dong gi, r6i lai tir tir dtng ddy. Khong biét c¢6 nghi gi ma
thao chdt, mé cira so ra.

Trong luc Ejima va Shinsuke nhin cham cham, Ruriko di ra ban cong, roi
quay mat nhin vao trong phong, ding tua lung vao lan can.

“Hay giét toi di!” Ruriko noi. “Lan nay ding c6 quén. Viéc ong da giét
t6i. Guong mit ctia ngudi phu nit ma 6ng da giét, d6i mat cia cb 4y.”

Mit c¢6 nhin thing Ejima. P6i mat d3 bao lan diéu khién trai tim
Shinsuke. Ejima lai gan c6. D6 1a do ¥ mudn cua ong ta hay do bi co diéu
khién, Shinsuke khong biét.

Khong 1au sau, Ejima di ra ban cong, dung trude mat Ruriko. Hai tay ong
ta dat 18n c6 co.

Ruriko khong phan khang gi, chi nhin Ejima trirng trirng.

Dot nhién Ejima thét 18n, y nhu tiéng thét ctia da thi. Cung lac do, hai tay
ong ta siét manh quanh c6 co. Shinsuke thdy ngén deo nhin ¢ hai bén ban
tay clia 6ng ta 4n sdu vao cai cO manh mai ctia Ruriko. Nhung chi kéo dai
trong vai gidy. Ruriko bién mat dang sau lan can. Roi anh nghe thiy tiéng
dong sic lanh cua thir gi d6 bi nghién nat.

Shinsuke dinh di xem Ruriko thé nao. Nhung co thé anh khong ctr dong
no6i. Y thirc cling mo hd dan. Ma c6 18 cling khong can di xem.

Ejima van ding quay lung vé phia nay. Du nghe thay tiéng ai d6 la hét &
bén dudi, tiéng ngudi chay tan loan, nhung ciing khong nhiic nhich duoc.

Khi y thitc dang nhat dan, Shinsuke nghe thay tiéng coi xe canh sat mdi

luc mot gan.



Chuong két

Bén tai vang 1én tiéng ngon tay gd cop cop vao ban. Am thanh d6 nging
lai cung lic anh budng tiéng thd dai. Can phong chat cang khién anh ngdt
ngat hon.

Lay 10i khai 1a mot canh sat tén Sakamaki. Mot nguoi dan éng voi guong
mit han nép nhan gilta tran, trong giong kicu lo lang thai qua. Mai toc den
hat nguoc ra dang sau, cai tran do bong dau.

“Pung 1a mgt cau chuyén kho tin.” Sakamaki khoanh tay nhin Shinsuke.
“Toan bd cau chuyén déu bat binh thuong. Khong thé tin dugce d6 1a chuyén
xay ra trong thuc té.”

“Ban than t6i ciing cam thay thé.” Shinsuke dap. “Tir d6 dén nay di may
ngay roi, nhung toi van ngd minh gip ac mong. Nhung d6 1a su thyc. Vi vy
d6 ma may nguoi phai chét, ban than t6i cling phai nam vién.”

“Tinh trang stc khoe anh thé nao r6i?”

“T6i On roi. Pau dau mat hai ngay thoi.”

“Thé thi t6t.” Sakamaki noi béng mot giong r0 la khong c6 cam xuc gi.
Chac trong dau ong ta dang mai nghi viéc khéc.

Ejima da bi bat. Nhu Shinsuke nghe duoc thi cho dén lc bi canh sat bat,
ong ta van dimg nhu troi trong & lan can. Luc bi giai di ciing khong phan
khang gi, nhu mot ké dang bi mong du.

Luc duoc léy 161 khai & bénh vién, Shinsuke noi ra tén Kiuchi Haruhiko.
Anh néi véi canh sat raing mudn biét chi tiét thi hay hoi ngudi do.

Duya vao 1oi khai ay, canh sat hinh nhu ciing dén héi cung Kiuchi. Nghe

dau 1a biét duoc Ruriko, tirc 1a Uehara Midori da chét, chic nghi co giéu



giém ciing chang dé 1am gi nén anh ta di tha nhan tat ca.

Thi thé cta thanh tra Kozuka dugc tim thiy trong bai dat trong cia khu
nghi dudng ctia cong ty xay dung & Karuizawa. N6 bi nhét trong thung g0,
roi d6 xi mang vao. Vu nay khién giam d6c Uehara cua cong ty xdy dung
Teito ciing bi hdi cung. Ong ta thira nhian c6 nho Kiuchi giam sat con gai,
nhung néi khong biét gi vé viéc xur 1y cai xac.

Kiuchi thi khing khang 1 do minh lam. Mot budi sang, Midori tay dinh
day mau chay dén can ho cta anh ta. Qua lo lang, anh ta chay dén Universal
Tower xem thi phat hién thanh tra Kozuka da chét vi bi dam vao nguc.

Shinsuke nghi la Kiuchi lai dinh nhan t6i thay. Truéc do, anh ta da chiu
to1 thay Midori trong vu tai nan giao thong, con lan nay lai dinh ctru bd ¢ ta.
Pong co cta anh ta 13 tién hay xuét phat tir tinh yéu véi Midori thi Shinsuke
khong biét.

Lién quan dén viéc nhén toi thay trong vu tai nan giao thong, Shinsuke da
thi nhan hét roi. Cai tai dung nam muoi triéu yén cling bi canh sat tich thu.
Shinsuke bao 1an cudi tu ché giéu ban than réng minh nhan tdi thay dé lam
gl.

Anh khong biét thong tin nao vé thi thé cuia Narumi. Ca viéc thi thé da
duoc tim thiy hay chua ciing khong dugc nghe. Tom lai 1a khong c6 cach
nao biét duoc Ejima khai nhitng gi véi canh sat.

“To61 khong hiéu 1dm.” Sakamaki néi. “Sao cau lai khong chéng cu duoc
Midori? Canh giac 1a thé, ma sao lai dé dang bi giam gitr dén thé? Pung 13
mot cau chuyén khé thuyét phuc.”

“Thi t6i d3 n6i bao nhiéu lan r6i. Trong mét ¢6 ta ¢c6 mot sitc manh la
thuong. Néu bi nhin chim cha bang d6i mat d6 thi co thé s& khong thé cur
dong duoc theo y mudn. Thanh tra Kozuka bi sat hai c6 1& cling bo1 nang luc
do.”

Shinsuke no1 vay, nhung Sakamaki khong c6 vé gi 1a tin 161 anh no6i. Tay

ong ta chong cam. Pau nghiéng sang mot bén.



“Y cau la Ejima giét Uehara Midori 1a do bi diéu khién bai sttc manh
de?”

“T6i nhin thay nhu vay.” Shinsuke néi luén diéu anh nghi.

“Rdi ciu cling no1 doéi mét d6 1a nhan tir Kishinaka Minae nhi? D6i mat
chtra day oan han cua Kishinaka Minae.”

“Kiuchi noi rang do6 1a thuat thoi mién.”

“Thuat tho1 mién u?”

“Nhung d6 khong phai d6i mat binh thuong. Ma t6i ndi bao nhiéu lan 6ng
cling khong chiu tin, danh chiu vay.”

Nhung Sakamaki trong khong c6 vé 1a khong luu tim dén cdu chuyén cia
anh. Chang hiéu sao ong ta c6 vé luu y diém nay.

“Ong lam gi vay?” Shinsuke hoi.

Sakamaki im 1dng, nhu dang phan van gi d6. Khong lau sau, dng ta nhin
Shinsuke.

“That ra, Ejima duoc chuyén dén mot bénh vién khéc véi ciu.”

“Bénh vién a? Ong ta khong khoe sao?”

Sakamaki nhin nhanh ra dang sau. Mot canh sat phu trach ghi bién ban
dang ngdi & d6. Vién canh sat d6 ciing nhin Sakamaki, roi 1ap tirc cti mit
xudng.

“Lic bi bat, Ejima ngan ngo nhu bi mat hon. Thoat khoi tinh trang d6 161,
ong ta lai s¢ hai tot do. ROi n6i d6i mat cua nguol phu nit d6 dang nhin
minh.”

“Poi mat phu nit?”

“Hinh nhu 13 mit ctia nguoi phu nit ong ta da giét chét. Cir mé mat ra 13
thidy do6i mat do. Ong ta ¢ run 1én vi so nén ching t6i chua lay 151 khai
dugc. Nén ching t6i bao nhau 1a trude tién ctr dwa 6ng ta dén khoa Than

kinh xem sao. Nhung ma toi hém kia...” Sakamaki nudt nudc bot.



“Da co chuyén gi vay?”

“R6t cude Ong ta dd hay hoai mat minh. Ca hai mat. Dot nhién 6ng ta
choc tay vao mit. Luc y ta chay dén, ong ta dang hét 1én rdi gidy giua.”

Tim anh nhu bat khoi 16ng nguc. Shinsuke thiy toan than lanh toat, mo
hoi tra ra.

“Vardi...”

“Hinh nhu mu ca hai mat.” Sakamaki noi.

Shinsuke cam giac nhu co thé minh mat hét than nhiét. Tay chan té té,
nguoi bat dau run 1én. Khong thé ngan nhitng diéu do lai.

Trong dau anh hién 1én guong mit con ma no canh mo phong Kishinaka

Minae.

Hét




