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Loi gidi thiéu
(cho bdn tiéng Vier)
Quy ban doc thin mén!

Cudn séch ma ban dang cdm trén tay la két qué cra méi
nhin duyén ky ngd giita Cong ty Sach Alpha va tac gid cia
no la Eran Katz — mot nha vin, hoc gia nguoi Israel, cing la
ngudi nodi tiéng véi ky luc Guines vé& kha nang nhd lai duoc
mot day s5 ¢6 dén 500 chir s6'sau khi dwoc nghe chi mét 1an.

Eran Katz dénh Viét Nam héi dau nim 2009 véi ban thao
bing tiéng Anh ctia hai cudn sach: Secret of a Super Memory
va Jerome Becomes a Genius, da xuat ban bang tiéng Hebrew
(ngon ngir chinh thire cha Israel) va di dwoc dich ra nhidu
thit tiéng trén thé gidi. Ong mong mudn hai ban thao nay
duge dich va xuit ban béng tiéng Viét,

Nhifu nha xuat ban va céng ty sach, nha sach cé tiéng &
Viét Nam néng nhiét chao dén ong. Nhung cuéi cling, éng
d& chon Alpha Books. Va éng dé nghi Cong ty chuyén
phin 16n tién ban quyén cta hai cudn sich nay cho Quy
5ao Bién cia Hoa hau nguoi Viét Ng0 Phirong Lan - mét
quy tir thién nhim giup dd tré em va nhitng ngudi ¢é hoan
canh dac biét khé khin & Viét Nam.

Cudn ferome Becomes a Genius (v6i tua dé tiéng Viét Tri
tu¢ Do Thai) Ia cau chuyén k& v& mot chang trai Do Thai tén
la Jerome. Ga trai nay c6 cdi vé bé ngoai, noéi theo cach cia
ngudi Viet Nam ching ta, 1a khi “lac cic”, séng “long
béng”, an mic 18 lang”. Gan nhut ltic nao anh ta cling dién
dgc mot chiéc quin bod bac phéch, véi du loai 4o phdng in
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nhimg hinh thit ky di va nhitng cdu khiu hiéu nghe rat
chuéng tai ma anh ta dang hing hdi qung céo va tiép thi.
Anh ta cling rat ham mé thé thao, dac biét la mon béng da.

Thé nhung, trdi véi cai vé bé ngoai budn cudi d6, anh ta
may min c6 dwgc mdt dong luc phan diu thit dac bigt,
dira trén mbt vy

¢4 cuoc twdng nhu dlia bon gitra anh ta véi hai nguoi
ban than — mét 1a Itamar Forman, gido sw dai hog; mot la
tic gia, nha van Eran Katz cda chung ta. Trong vong ba
niam, Jerome sé tich cuc lam &n dé c6 mot tai san tri gia 50
triéu dd-la, ddng thdi theo hoc mdt khéa Quan tri kinh
doanh va thi |4y bdng Thac si, nhung theo cach thirc ma
nhirg ngudi Do Thai thuong lam,

R6t cuc, Jerome d3 lam dwge hon thé rat nhiéu. Néi
ding hon, anh d3 tro thanh mot “thién tai” ding voi y
nghia dich thye cia tir nay. Chi hat nam, anh da kiém dugc
20 triéu d6-1a, van bang cai nghé thiét k& mau va budn ban
du loai 40 phong ma anh yéu thich; anh da hoc xong
chuong trinh dai hoc Quan tri kinh doanh. Va ching cin
doi dén khi c6 du 50 triéu dé-la va tim bang Thac si trong
tay, Jerome cudi Iudn Lisa, c6 gdi ma anh yéu va ton tho
nhu “mét phu nit Do Thai dac biét”.

Trong khong khi trang nghiém, tung bimg va cling rat
ling man cua 1& thanh hon, ba nguoi ban lai c6 dip gap
nhau vi én lai cAu chuyén cd cuge lac trude. Itamar va
Eran ngd y réng, nhimg muc tiéu cao ca ma ho da cung
Jerome dit ra khéng nhét thiét phai duoc thiec hién qua
hoan hao. Nhung Jerome tuoi cudi ndi, cdng viéc lam an
ctia anh hién nay rét co trién veng, va thoi gian con lai mét
nam nira la qua da d€ anh hoan thanh ndt nhitng gi con lai.
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Drra trén cOt truyén ling man nay, cudn sach dan dan
hé 1§ nhitng bi dn vé sy thong thdi cia ngudt Do Thai. N6 ké
chuyén vé mét dan tfc Do Thai théng tué véi nhimg
phuong phap va kv thudt xay dung va phat trién tang l6p
tri thirc d& duge gitr kin hang ngan nam nhu mot bi mat
mang tinh van hoa. O thoi Trung dai, hon 17% nhiing nha
khoa hoc hang dau la ngudi Do Thai, trong khi dan toe Do
Thai chi chiém 1% dan sd loai nguoi.

Cho dén nay, ngudi Do Thai ludn duge gan véi phdm
chat vé chdt xdm va tri tué. Thudt ngr "B 6c Do Thai”,
dung dé chi mét ngudi nao do that thong thai, da tré thanh
cum tir duoc sir dung béi ca nhimg ngudi Do Thai va
nguoi khong phai Do Thai. Khong con nghi ngo gi nita, Do
Thdai cd 1€ la dan tgc giau co nhit trén thé gidi néu tnh vé taf
ndng. Nhitng cai tén Do Thai ndi bat, chiém giit nhiéu vi tri
quan trong va ¢6 tam anh hudng 16n trong nhiéu linh vie
khac nhau. Nhiing s& liéu théng ké sau diy cho thay sw
thanh cong vi dai ma dan toc nhé bé nay da dat dugc:

VE tw tuong: Moses, Sigmund Freud, Albert Einstein. Thim

chi ca Karl Marx va chiia Jesus ciing 1a ngudi Do Théi.

Chinh tri: Cyu Ngoai truong My Kissinger, Tha twéng

Ao Bruno Kreisky, Thu tuong Phap Pierre Mendes-

France, Thu tuéng Na Uy Grew Brondenvald...

Vin hoc: Shai Agnon, Shalom Aleichem, Isaac Bashevis
Singer, Franz Kafka, Isaac Asimov, Joseph Heller...

Am nhac c6 diéh: Yascha Heifetz, Daniel Burnbaum, Isaac

Stern, Arthur Rubinstein.
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Nganh gigi tri: Barbara Streisand, Mandy Patinkin, Billy
Joel, Simon & Garfunkel, Paul Anka, Jerry Seinfeld, Jackie
Mason, Marcel Marceau, Larry King, David Copperfield...

Bién anh: Woody Allen, anh em nha Marx, Billy Crystal,
Steven Speilberg, Bette Midler, Harrison Ford...

Kinh dognh: Reichman, Bronfman, Estee-Lauder, George
Soros, Ralph Lauren, Ben Cohen, Adam Citroen...

O nude Mij hién nay: Cé 1/3 triéu phit My, va 20% gido su
tai cdc trutng dai hoc hang dau ciia My la nguedi Do Thai.
*

Doc déh day, chac quy ban doc rit nong long mudn biét:
Ngudi Do Thii di sing tao ra nhitng gi va ngudn goc tri tué ciia
ho xudt phat tir ddu? Trong khudn khé caa Lot gici thigu nay,
ching t8i chi co thé néi rfmg, d€ dat dugc thanh cong va tro
thanh mét “thién tai” dich thuc, Jerome &3 chdm chi va ¢&
g:fmg hét minh. Bén canh d6, anh da dugc hai ngudi ban
than nhiét finh gitp d6, dugc vi giang su truong dao Dahari
giang giai vé triét ly, duge mét cau sinh vién truomg dao la
Schneiderman chia sé kinh nghiém hoc hoi, dwgc ¢ gai Lisa
hudng dan cac thudt nhd, dugc dng béc ctia Lisa la Samuel
cho 1&i khuyén, thdm chi con dugc nhitng ngudi binh
thuong nhu anh chi quan ca phé Fabio khich €.

Céng ty Sach Alpha xin tran trong gidi thiéu cudn sach rat

“hay nay vdi ban doc, va xin chan thanh kinh chiic ban doc
ngay cang dat duoc nhiéu thanh cdng mai trong cude séng,

Ha Noi, thing 11 nidm 2009

CONG TY SACH ALPHA
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Mét buéi tu téap
tai quan Café Ladino

$ hi mot cau néi. Chi tung do théi ciing co thé
thay déi cudc doi mot con ngueoi. Du sao, dola
diéu da xay ra vdi Jerome. ..

Trén tidng 14 cha khach san Marriott & Tulsa,
Oklahoma, trong lic doi thang méay xudng tién sanh, toi
bit dau thay hoi hop. Lic cira thang may md ra la Iac toi
dang duyét lai mot luot tat ca nhitng diém co ban trong
bai phat biéu sap téi cia minh.

Trong thang mdy c¢é mét anh chang cao to, vai rong,
mac mot bd vest mau tréng day hoa van, trén ddu anh ta
ngy mdt chiéc mii cao bdi, con ¢6 thi dung dua mot
chiéc thanh gia bang vang. Di ung cao béi la phu kién
cudi cung lam nén b trang phuc hoanh trang caa anh ta,
dung 13 mot hinh anh rat &n tuong. Chi thiéu mdi con
ngua, ma c6 khi né dang doi & ngodi bai dé xe cua
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khach san cing nén. Trén ve do anh chang cao bdi co
moét tAm card ghi tén cudc hoi thiao ma t6i sz“ip tham du.
Tam card ghi, “Jim Brown, Houston, TX.”

“Chao anh,” t&i mé 101 véi nguwoi la mdt khi burde
chan vao budng thang may.

“Xin chao,” anh ta dap 167 véi Am miii ddc trung cta
nguoi Texas cung mot nu cuoi turo, rong dén tdn mang
tai. Anh ta liéc nhin tdm card ghi tén t5i va doc to, “Eran
Katz, Jerusalem, Israel, Dién gia.” Mot chiit ngac nhién
lam nu cuoi cia anh ta con hizoi hon,

“Anh dén tir Jerusalem D6 ha?”, anh ta hoi t6i.

Jerusalem D¢, theo t0i hiéu, tirc 1a Jerusalem — thu d6
cia Israel chir khéng phai Jerusalem — mot trong s&
nhimng thi tran nhe nho 6 My ¢6 cling tén.

“MOot va chi mét ma thoi,” t6i dap lai, long day tu hao.

“Toi da ludn mo ude mét ngay duoc dén do6.”

- “Chin trdm d6, muoi hai tiéng, thé'1a dén noi rdi,” toi
noi lai. Anh chang ¢6 tén Brown mim cuoi hidu .

“Anh 13 dicn gia budi sdng nay ha?”, anh ta ndi, ntra
khang dinh, nira do hoi.

“Phai.” Téi nghi dén nhitng lo ling ctia minh vé cha
dé ctia bai phét bicuy, vay nén téi quyét dinh néi so qua
cho anh ta vé chu dé t6i sip trinh bay.

“Nghe c6 ve rat tha vi ddy,” anh ta dong vién téi,

“Cam on. T6i cling chi mong cé thé,” t6i tra loi khi
cdnh ctra thang mdy mo ra tién sanh.
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“Chdc chic 1a thé r6i,” Brown néi chac nhu dinh déng
¢t khi ching t61 ciing nhau ra khoi thang may. “Nhiing
ngwdi Do Théi cic anh la nhitng ngudi thuc sy rat
thong minh.”

Téi mim cuoi khi chao tam biét, réi hai nguoi di vé
hai phia khac nhau.

C6 thé trong nhitng hoan canh khdg, tdi sé cam thay
mdt chit phin biét chung tdc trong nhitng loi anh ta noi,
nhung Jim Brown gay cho t&i dn twong réng anh ta 12
mét nguoi t6t va chdn thanh. Anh ta khong phai la
nguoi dau tién noi nhitng 1oi do6 voi t6i, va toi cling
chéng phai la nguoi De Thai dau tién duge nghe loi
khen dé. Téi di dao loanh quanh trong tién sanh, cam
giac hoi la lAm. Tan sau trong tam tri minh, c0 mot didu
gi do van khién toi khéng yén — mét diéu g do rat kho
nim bit ma tdi khong th& cham dén duoc. Trong lic
tiép tuc suy ngdm vé& diéu do, toi da di dén mot két ludn
rang, v& co ban, biy gi¢ tdi c6 hai mdi quan tam:

1. Taisao ai cing néi nhu vay vé nguoi Do Thai?

2. Lam thé nao dé tim durge chinh xac chd an sang
trong vong hai muoi phut toi?

Boi nhirng thdi thic cha cai da day ludn duoc dat 1én
hang dau trong danh sach wu tién nén téi danh gat qua
‘mét bén bi an vé “Nhimg nguoi Do Thai thong minh.”
T4i 6 cam giac ring vao lic bay rudi sang nhur thé' nay,
mot tach ca phé diac va mot chiée banh sting bo sé tét
cho k¥ ndng thuyét trinh ctia t6i hon nhiéu so vai loi giai
cho m6t thic mic nho nho vé tridt hoc.
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Mot tudn sau cudc gap vdi Jim Brown, nhu thuong 1,
to1 lai gdp Itamar va Jerome tai quan Café Ladino. Sang
thit sdu nao cling vay, air 10 gio la chiing t6i hen nhau ¢
quan ca phé nho bé, quen thudc nay, mét cdi 16 t xfu
trén bitc firdng rong 1on, mot gée khuat nam trong mot
ngd nho & khu Nahlaot cia Jerusalem. Rét it nguoi biét
dén qudn ca phé tuyét voi nay. Jerome di phat hién ra
né tir héi hidn con di giao bao budi sang. Nhitng bai hat
Do Thai tiéng Ladino! va anh sdng mau cam mé hodc di
thu hat hdn vao c&i ma ban ddu hin c ng 1a mét ting
ham. Hén budc tiép thém bén budc nira, nhimg budc
chan dan hén tir con phd vao trong mot cdi hang duoc
chiéu sang biang nhimg ngon dudc. San nha dwgc trai
béng nhitng tdm tham Ba Tu, nhitng chiéc ban hinh tron
rai rac khdp cin phong. Noi d6 ¢6 khéng khi mat me, dé
chiu. Cht nhdn caa quan, Fabio, 1a mdt ngudi dam mé
tiéng Ladino. Do la 1y do vi sao nhiing bai héat thuan
tiéng Ladino, tit nhitng ban nhac nhe nhang ling man
cho dén nhitng nhitng bai hat salsa khd tim, luén déu
dén phat ra tit nhitng chiéc loa gidu kin. Trong nhiéu
nim, Fabio da c& géng rat nhiéu d& cai thién quan. Anh
ta da cho dap bitc twong phia sau, mé mot canh cra
thong ra khodng san nhd sau quan. Anh ta thué nguoi
xay mot khoang hién rat dep, trong vai cai ciy quanh do
va dit mét birc tuong bang déng pha thisc ma anh ho
anh ta tu tay lam. The' ddy, d¢ la noi ching t6i van gip
nhau vao thir sdu hang tuan, dang 10 gid; thinh thoang
chiing t6i ngdi trong cai hang, d6i lac lai & ngoai hién,

1 Ladino: tiéhg Tay Ban Nha pha Do Thai.
g lay P
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tuy thudc vao thoi tiét va tam trang mbi 18n dén quan.
Nhirng nguoi khach con lai cha quén la nhitng cap doi
lang man hodc nhitng nguot khach du lich tinh c& di
ngang qua.

Thue ra thi chinh ba ching t6i cling gap nhau rat
tinh co.

Itamar Forman va t6i biét nhau tir héi hoc dai hoc.
T&i vin thudng copy bai tap chia cdu ta d&€ chudn bj cho
nhitng budi thdo ludn chuyén dé ma ching tbi cung
tham gia. Cau ta du t8t bung dé gitp ti, con toi thi du
tot bung dé& chap nhan sy giup d& dd. Co mot ngudi ban
nhu thé, téi thay ching vidc gi phai bt ban than minh
qua strc, nhat 13 khi tdi con ¢6 nhitng mén hoc khac doi
hoi nhiéu thdi gian va stee luc hon. Déi khi, to con tra
tién cho Itamar d€ cau ta lam bai cho t6i — nhat 1a khi t6i
khong c6 di thoi gian; nhur hdi mua hé ndm 1990 ching
han, khi do la thoi gian dién ra World Cup ¢ Italia. Du
rat tdn trong khéa hoc v& “Nhitng nhan td trong moi
quan h¢ giira ngudi Do Thai va ngudi A Rap ké tir Ngay
chuyén giao déh nay,” nhung trong nhiing ngay do, moi
quan hé gitta Macro van Basten va Ruud Gulit clia déi
Ha Lan con quan trong véi t6i hon nhiéu.

Hién tai, Itamar la gido su giang day moén Khoa hoc
 Chinh tri. Ciu ta da két hon véi Dalia, ¢ gai cau ta quen
& tredng dai hoc va ho da c6 hai dira con sinh déi ddt
tén la Omry va Noa.

Jerome lai la mdt cau chuyén hoan toan khac. Jerome
va toi gap nhau nh¢ chiéc FIAT 127 nho nho, xinh xinh
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cia hin. Hin da tong vao dudi xe toi trong khi lui ra
khoi bai dau. Téi nhd minh da bép coi chiée Subaru cua
minh inh 6i nhung cha cé tich sir gi. Hin tham chi con
khéng them nhin vao guong chiéu hau triedc khi bit dau
lti. Lic d6 han dang ban nghe tuong thudt tran bong da
trén dai gitra d6i Ha Lan va Brazil, va ddng vao luc hin
sang s0 lui thi Frank Rijkaard lam ban dwa Ha Lan Ién
dan tride. Vi ciing 1a mét fan béng d4 cubng nhiét nén
toi phai déng ¥ v¢i han rang sang s6 i vao dung luc ai
do ghi ban 1a mot diéu hoan toan khé kiém soat. O day,
chung tdi néi vé& hai hanh ddng ¢ hai thai cuc hoan toan
mau thuln véi nhau.

Khi Jerome chui ra khoi xe d&¢ dénh gia thiét hai ma
hin da giy ra, mit toi bt gap hinh anh mét g3 cao
nghéu, gy nhfmg vOi mat téc bom su tir lodn quan, cap
kinh tron mau den giéng cip kinh ma Buddy Holly van
hay deo. Tuy vy, di€u dn twong nhat ¢ vé ngoai cua
hin lai 13 chiéc 4o. Trén d6 in mot hinh vé, mau sang,
trong gidng nhw “ba ngoai” Golda Meir, cuu thu tudng
Israel. Chinh céi khoanh khic dé, téi d3 nhan ra
Jerome ddc biét dén murc nao. Cé bao nhiéu nguedi dam
di khap noi véi mot chide 4o pho ra hinh caa Golda
Meir chit? Ké tir d6, chiing t6i tré thanh nhitng nguoi
ban vi dai c¢lia nhau. Jerome la mot nguoi cuc ky dic
biét. Han sinh ra & Australia vd mic di hin da sdng o

" Isracl hon 25 ndm nhung hin vin o chat giong dac
trung cua dan mdi nhip cuw. Han dic biét hay mac
nhitng chic 40 véi mau sic dé gay ao gide mua &
Hawalil va cdc dao vung Caribbean, trén nhitng chiéc
ao do6 in nhitng birc hinh nghé thuat cia nhiing nguoi
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ma ching ai nghi sé dem in 1én 40. Thay vi nhiing tim
hinh ctia Bon Jovi, Bono? hay nhitng ngéi sao nhac rock
khéc, trong bd suru tap cia Jerome, nguoi ta sé& cb thé
bdt gip Khadaffi, Madeline Albright, Abba Eban hay
tham chi la Nelson Mandela® khodc trén minh bd d6
Nguoi doi. Dén tan biy git, Jerome van kiém dugc
kha kha tir nhitng chiéc do nhur thé'

Jerome la mét anh chang vui tinh. Han rat c6 khidu
héi hwée va niém lac quan ctia hdn danh cho cude song
c6 thé biéh moi trd ngai trén con dudng hin di thanh
nhing kinh nghiém vi dai. Hin ¢4 déh ca triéu ban beé
va danh phan 16n thoi gian cta cude doi d€ chay xd tix
bira tiéc nay sang bira tiéc khde. Chung tdi 13 nhitng
nguoi ban “tri thire” cua hin. It nhat, ddy ciing 1a tir ma
hin vin khodi dung dé gidi thiéu chung t5i v6i moi
ngudi trong nhitng dip hiém hoi ching téi di du tiéc
ciing hén.

Vay do, theo 1é thuong, nhuw t6i d3 néi, chung t6i lai
tu tap vao mot thoi di€m quen thude, ¢ mot noi quen
thuéc ma khong hé biét réng cai ngay thit sau dic biét
do sé thay d6i cude doi ching t64i...

Chiing tdi dang ngdi tdn chuyén vé& viéc lam in cua
Jerome va vé chuyén di méi nhat cua ti téi My. Dén

2 Bon Jovi, Bono: cic ban nhac, ca si nhac rock néi tiéng thé gidi.

* Khadaffi: ngudi lanh dao cude cach mang cua Lybia; Madeline
Albright: cun Ngoai truomg My thai Téng thdng Clinton; Abba Eban:
nha ngoai giao, nha chinh trj ngudt Israel; Nelson Mandela: tong théng
da mau diu tién ciia Nam Phi.
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cudi budi, tir nhién tbi nghi dén Jim Brown va ké cho hai
ngudi nghe vé& cude doi thoai trong thang may.

“Ai la nguoi ddu tién quan niém rang nguoi Do Thai
14 nhitng ngudi c6 tri théng minh vay nhi?”, toi dat van
dé voi Itamar, “Chi la dinh kién hay no co ge”in vol mot
sur kién nac do?”

Itamnar nhtin vai va nhin én trod.

“Nghe nay,” cau ta ndi to suy nghi ciia minh thanh
157, “trong qué khu, va thim chi ca ngay nay nita, nguoi
Do Théi ludn duoc gén v&i phdm chit ve chat xam va tri
tué. Thuat ngir ‘B 6c Do Thédi’ diing dé chi mot ngudi
nao doé thit thong thai, dd trd thanh cum tir duge st
dung boi ca nhitng ngurdi Do Thai va nguoi khong theo
dao Do Thai” Cau ta nging lai d€ suy nghi mot lat.
“Nhung diéu nay rat tha vi,” cdu ta béng nhién noi tiép.
“Picu bi an nay da phat trién nhu thé nao, va vé méat hoc
thuit ma ndi thi nd c6 con ton tai khing? Té chua bao
gid ngAm nghi that k¥ v€ van dé nay.”

“Khéng phai chi vi mét kiéu dai loai nhu chu nghia
bai Do Thai ha?”, toi goi v, ¢6 im 101 giai cho van d¢
minh dua ra.

“Khong hin 12 th&” Itamar nhan xét. “Cd nhimg
ngudi khong chiu dnh huong caua nhitng thién kién do,
va ho chap nhén diéu nay nhu mot thiec t& hoan toan
rd rang, mdc du ciing cd xen lan mét chit d6 ky. Mot
kitu d6 ky xuat phéat tit long ngudng mo,” I[tamar
khﬁng dinh. “Mat khéc, néu la quan diém bai Do Thai
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thi ‘b6 dc Do Théi’ phai dwoc néi bang nhitng tir ngit
tiéu cuc chir.”

“Ro rang la,” Jerome xen vao cudc thao ludn, “mot
nguoi Do That thong minh la mét ngwoi Do Thai nguy
hiém. Chinh tir diéu nay, nguoi ta méi dung nén diéu bi
&n dé — boi vi do1 voi hg mdt bd dc Do Théi la mot keé
xao quyét, nham hiém va kho luong.”

“Du thé'nao di nita,” Itamar ti€p tuc ma khong them
dé y dén loi cta Jerome. “Co. mdt diéu rat thu vi 1a
nhiing nguoi Do Thaj, it nhét, da thanh cdng trong viéc
lién két nhitng ké khong wra ho va nhiig nguoi ing hd
ho trong mét diéu: chua ting cd ai néi nguoi Do Thai
ngu ngdc. Mot khudn mau da ludn gén lién voi nguoi
Do Thii — va moi dita tré déu 16n 16n véi khudn mau
nay — rang dan toc Do Thai 1a mét dan tdc thong minh,
khon khéo va co dau 6c nhay bén.”

Téi nhin Itamar day ngudng mé. Theo nhip dwoc qua
trinh suy nghi rat hé thdng va logic chia ciu ta luc nao
ciing la mot kinh nghiém rat tha vi vai téi. Khi ai dé hoi
cdu ta bat ct cdu hoéi gi, cu ta khong bao gid tra 1oi chi
mang tinh chat chiéu 16. C4u ta ludn suy nghi theo chiéu
sau clia van dé.

“Ma thurc ra, cha ¢ gi bat thudmg trong chuyén nay,”
cau ta tiép tuc, mét minh ching hiing hén cho nhiing
diéu ma t6i dang nghi vé ciu ta. “Dan tdc nao ching c6
mot vai kiéu khai quat hda nhu theé. Hau nhuw 4t ¢a cac
dan toc déu co nhitng nét dic trung nhat dinh g:fm lién
voi minh, cho dii nhitng nét dic trirng nay c6 that hay
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khong di chang n&ta. Nguoi Scotland keo kiét, nguoi
Mexico ludi biéng, ngudi Thuy Si nghiém khdc, ngudi
Nhit lau ca, nguoi Piee md pham...”

“Xem nao,” Itamar noi tiép, “con gi nira khong nhi...
A, nguoi Italia thi sao nhi?”

“Nguoi Italia 1a nhitng nguoi tinh tuyét voi,” Jerome
phat biéu.

“Con nguedi Phap?” Itamar van tiép tuc.

“Nguoi Phap ciing la nhimg nguoi tinh tuyét voi,”
Jerome théng thai khang dinh,

“C6 dan tdc nao khong khién cdu nghi dén chuyén
trang hoa lang nhdang khong ha?”, t6i hoi Jerome.

“Cé chid,” han tra 10i. “Ngudi Polakt. Té khong thé
tuong tuong ra canh ho trén givong.” Ba ching toi cung
bét cuoi khuc khich khi nght dén canh d6. Van dé ¢ day
12 méc dix cude thao luan la v& cha 8 cde miu hinh dic
trung, cu nhan xét nay van cho thay Jerome 1a ngudi
thich phan biét chling téc va khoai cham biém.

“Tai sao nhitng con cho ¢ Ba Lan lai ¢6 mii tet?”,
Jerome tiép, va sau mot vai gidy im lang, “Béi vi ching
dudi theo nhimg chiéc xe dang dau!” Hin pha ra cudi
lam chiing t6i cuoi theo.

Trong may phut sau d6, ching t6i lao vao nhitng tran
cudi nghiéng nga khi ca ba thay nhau k& chuyén cudi ve

+ Am chi y khinh miét ngueoi Ba Lan.



Mat budi tu tap tai quan Café Ladino 21

cac dan toc khac nhau, méi cau chuyén lai khign nguoi
kia nh¢ dén mét ciu chuyén cudi dai Ioai nhu thé, Dan
dan, chung toi can hét nhitg ciu chuyén va ngdi d6 im
lang, & géng 14 lai hoi sau nhing tran cwdi mét lr. Mot
lan nita - ‘hinh nhw' nhimg * ‘nguoi Do Thai théng
minh” khéng c6 sw nhay cadm véi nhimg nét dic trung
cua cac din toe khdc va ty chidu chuéng minh bing viéc
cuoi cot. Néu chi don gian 13 k€ cic cau chuyen theo mét
mach théng nhat thi da danh.. - nhung ding nay ban ta
lai ké chuyén dua dé cudi dia, giéu cot. Lidu ban co curoi
khong néu mot nhém nhimg ga ngudi Tdy Ban Nha pha
[én cudi trude nhitng cau dia vé chuyén ngudi Do Thai
viém mang t1i?

Jerome nghich chiéc tach ca phe ctia hdn, nhin chim
chdm vao dé nhu kicu dang nam mo giita ban ngay.
T6i mén mé géi dudng, con Itamar hét gép lai dudi
chan trong khi dan mét vao cip vo chdng gia méi budc
vao quan.

“Va chuyén nhiimg ngudi Do Thai théng minh,”
[tamar lén tleng, dua ching t6i tro lai véi chit dé dang
dé. “thdt tha vi,” cAu ta tiép tuc tram ngam. “T¢ phai
tim hiéu xem tai sao lai ¢6 didu bi n nay moi duoc.”
Trong cau ta nhu thé thyce sy dang rét trin tro truede van
dé do.

“Cdc clu biét day,” t6i bat chot ly ludn. “Té da giang
mét vai budi tai Vién ngén ngit Do Thai vé viée cai thién
tri nhé. Cudi mdi budi day, sinh vién 16p Torahs hay dén

7 Torah: Thanh kinh cua ngudi Do Théi, con goi 13 Ngil the, gdm nim cudn.
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chd t& va ndi vé nhitng phuong phdp nghién ciu,
nhitng k¥ ning phat trién tri nhd ma ho van st dung.
Didu thi vi, difu nay ¢6 lién quan dén van dé chang ta
dang thao luan, la t& chua tung bit gap nhitng phuong
phap &6 trong bat cir cudn sach nao hay trong bat o
nghién ciru nao ma t§ timg thuec hién.”

Mit Itamar sang 1én. “Cu néi nghiém tic chi?” Cau
ta kéo ghé' thang lai va ngdi dua vé phia téi.

“Rat nghiém tuc,” téi tra 1o1.

“Difu dé that dang kinh ngac,” ciu ta ndi bing mot
giong phan khich ma tdi khéng thé nao hiéu ndi. Cau ta

nhin dam dim ra ngoai ciy tdo trong trong san, doi mat
dao dao cho thay ciu ta dang suy nghi hét cong suat.

“Didu gi dang kinh ngac co?” Jerome, ciing gidng
nhte t6i, dang ¢8 gang hiéu sy viéc.

“¢) day, chitng ta ¢6 hai diém,” cu ta phan tich tinh
hudng theo dung cai kidu ‘Itamar-biét-tudt’ dic trung
clla minh. Chung ta c6 mot didu bi dn dang sau su
khén ngoan va sac sao cua nguoi Do Thai, va chung ta
c6 nhitng phuong phéap thyc & ma ngudi Do Thai da st
dung trong hang thé ky qua!” Cau ta pha v dong suy
nghi cta chinh minh. “Néu té hiéu ding, chung ta dang
c6 mot cau chuyén vi dai trong tay - cau chuyén vé mét
dan toc Do Thai thong tué voi nhitng phuwong phap va
ky thudt phat trién ting lop tri thuc da dugc gilt kin
hing ngin nim nhu mét bi mat mang tinh chat vin
héa. Ching ta cd thé viét nén mdt cudn sach ky vi vé tat
ca nhitng diéu nay.”
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“Tai sao phai lam thé?”, Jerome hoi, chéng théem che
déu sur thiéiu hirng tha cua minh.

“Dé€ tat ca moi nguoi trén thé gidi nay 6 thé duoc
hudng loi tir bi mat do, tat nhién 1a thé'rdi,” Ttamar dap
manh tay xudng ban ddy hdng hai. “Nghi ma xem.
Ching ta ¢d thé day cho nhitng dira tré ngudi Na Uy,
chang han thé, cach d& ghi hang nai thdng tin vé cac bai
kiém tra thong qua viéc st dung chinh nhitng phuong
phap da gilp cac sinh vién Do Thai theo hoc tai truong
dao nhd duge kinh Talmud gidi dén vay! Ching ta cling
cd thé day cac thuong nhén cach dam phén, thuong
thuyét bang chinh phuong phap ma cic nha budn Do
Théi da lam o chau Au... hay... tham chi... ching ta ¢6
thé chi cho sinh vién Harvard cich dat toan diém A
bang chinh nhiing k¥ thuat da bién Marahal cua Praha
hay Gaon ciia Vilna® thanh nhiing hoc gia Torah vi dai!

“Néu ching ta ndi dén nhiing phuong phdp <6 hiéu
qua thi tai sao lai phai bo hep chung trong khuén khé
birc tudng cta nhiing truong dao chiy? Tai sao tit ca moi
nguoi lai khéng ap dung nhitng phurong phap d6 cha?
Céc céu ¢ hiéu didu t¢ mudn ndi khong? Chang ta cd
thé bat mi nhitng bi mat cia bo 6c Do Thai!” Cau ta két
thic suy nghi ctia minh béng moét sang kién, mét diéu
dang bat d&u s6i suc 1én trong tdm tri minh.

* Su kich dong cta Itamar bat dau anh hudng dén t6i.
Co mot diéu g1 d6 trong nhitng diéu ciu ta ndi thuc sw rat

"Marahal of Prague va Gaon of Vilna: nhitng hoc gia kinh Talmud
noi tiéng.
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d6c ddo. Do la kiéu y tudng ma ban sé ty héi chinh minh,
“Lam sao ma minh lai khéng nghi ra sém hon nhi?”

Mot lac sau, Jerome budng ra mt cau lam ching t6i
cut hitng,.

“Xin 156i nhé, nhung chinh xac thi ‘chiing ta’ ma bon
minh dang néi dén la ai vay? Vdi tat ca long tu trong, t&
chinh x&c khéng phai [a tmg cit vién thich hop cho vi tri
ddng tac gia dau day. Dau tién, té chi vira du di€ém qua
duoc ky thi SAT’. Thit hai, trit khi ¢6 phueong phap nao
40 &€ phat trién tri thire hudng toi viée kiém mot b ban
géi, con néu khong, t& cha hitng thi véi cudn sach cha
cac ciu dau,” Jerome ndi huych toet. Roi ngay lap tic,
hin néi thém “dit vy, té sdn sang gitp cac cdu tigp thi
tai thi truong Carribe. Biét dau k& hoach nay lai giup vu
kinh doanh quan 40 cta té & day phat dat thi sao. No sé
nhic ngudi ta nhé ring ngudi Do Thai 1a nhitng nguodi
cuc ly sang lang... dai loai nhu thé” Hin cudi tiy man ra
vé rat dong tinh.

“Cau noi gi 8y nhi, Eran?” Itamar hoi toi. “Cau co
mudn thyc hién y twdng nay khong?”

“Nghe c6 vé thii vi 1am,” toi tra 10i. “Thuc su rdt hdp
dan.” Téi khong the kiém ché dugc.

Itamar thu x€p mdy thit d6 lat vdt cha cdu ta va ra
hiéu cho bdi ban dem héa don dén cho ching t6i. “Dén
thi* sdu tuln say, t& sé tim hiéu dugce sy hinh thanh bi
&n vé nguoi Do Thai thong minh. T¢ c6 mot vai gia

7SAT: ky thi chuan hoa vao cac treémg dai hoc ciia Bic My.
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thuyét v€ su bi 4n nay.” Cau ta nguéch ngoac vai dong
ra mot to khidn dn nhd, nhét né vao tii bén caa chiéc cdp
da va kéo gh& dimg day. “Xin 18i nhung t6 phai di day.
T¢ 6 hen véi nha si,” cau ta giai thich.

Jerome cling dung day va thay cdp kinh doc sach
béng mot cap kinh ram thoi trang. “Ca td, cing phai di
con duong cia minh day,” hén néi. “12 gi0 td o hen véi
chuyén gia cham soc sic dep, Bob,” hin lai mét 1an nita
gi&r cau dua quen thudc.

“Con t& thi c6 hen véi cai hoa don, chic la vay roi,”
t6i tho dai khi thoc tay vao ti quin va rat vi ra.

Lién ké vot bdi dd xe bén ngoai, truedc khi dén 161 vao
siéu thi, toi chot thay ¢6 Lippman, cd gido t6i hoi 16p sau.
Hai muoi ndm da troi qua ké tix 1an cudi téi gap cd (noi
ding hon 14 lam phién ¢6, nhu t&i van thuong vay), va tdi
nghi ré’mg minh nén lich syt mét chat bé’mg cach dén chao
6. Toi bang qua duong va goi to. “Co6 Lippman oi.”

Cb6 quay lai va nheo nheo mat, ¢6 nhin ra xem toi 1a
ai. “Yossi a,” ¢ hirdng ve phia toi.

“Eran a,” toi stta lai.

“Eran Burnstein!” ¢ ndi thém.

“"Eran Katz.”

“Eran Katz ha!” ¢6 kéu 1én cung mét nu cudi guong.
"1, tat nhién 1a ¢6 nha 161.”

Trén khudén mit ¢d toi chang thady ¢6 dau hiéu gi
ching té niém vui cua ¢d khi gép lai cdu hoc tro cii la toi.
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Toi hoi tham tinh hinh ¢6 va té6 y mudn nghe nhing
diéu 6 da trai qua trong subt hai muoi nim qua. R6
rang la ¢d da di qua rat nhiéu su kién. Ma thuc t&'1a hinh
nhu nam nao ciing cé6 moét diéu gi dé dang ké xay ra voi
¢, va toi la mot ké cuc ky may mén mdi duoc nghe tat
ca nhitng sy kién d¢6, voi toc d6 khoang muwdi 1am phiat
cho mdi nam.

Maéc du su chan ngan va kho chiu dd vdy xung quanh
t0i nhung t6i nghi minh nén cho c6 mdt chat cam gidce
hai long trong nghé nghiép. Nhiéu nam da troi qua tit
khi t6i pha hoai nhitng budi ¢ 1én 1dp hay don gian chi
la khdng them dén lop, gio toi tu hao néi voi c6 réng toi,
mot hoc sinh ca biét, dang viét mét cudn sach vé bi mat
clia b6 6¢ Do Théi, va tdi dang tim hiéu su that de‘“mg sau
bi &n vé sir thong minh ciia nguedi Do Thai.

“Cai do thi ¢6 gi ma tim hiéu?” Cé haoi t6i, vdi dang
cai giong cua mot ba gido. “Do 1a mét thuc té! Nguoi Do
Thai luon thong minh.” Toi chot nhd lai ly do tai sao toi
hay bo gio ¢6 hai muoi ndm vé triede. Trong moi trieong
hop, chi can ¢6 co hdi la ¢6 ngan can bat ¢t ai ¢6 y dinh
viét mot cudn sach vé bi dn sy thdng thai cua nguoi Do
Thai. C& chinh [ bing ching sdng cho thuc t& rang
khong phai ngurdi Do Thai nao cling dugc Dang toi cao
ban cho mét bé dc. Mét khde, chinh vi ¢b, niém hitng thia
chia tbi v viée tim hiéu bi 4n nay tiép tuc 1on dan 1én.
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Bi an vé su théng thai
cUua nguoi Do Thai

ung mét tudn sau, ching t6i lai gap nhau ¢
Café Ladino. Ching t&i da khong noi

chuyén ca tudn vira réi va toi thiy minh
thiec sy trong doi budi tu hop 1an nay. T6i ban khoan
khéng biét Itamar ¢ bo céng tim hiéu vé diéu bi &n do
khong va ciu ta c6 phat hién ra thdng tin gi hay khéng,
hay 14 si hao himg cia ciu ta da ngudi dan trong may
ngay qua.

Khi tdi d€n quan ca phé thi thdy Jerome dang doi bén
ngoai. Hin kep mot to bao dudi canh tay va mac mot
chiéc 40 so mi, ¢é Ié Ia kinh di nhat ma tdi timg thay:
mét chiéc 4o co canh rimg i loang 16 mau in hinh Kofi
Anan, Tong Thu ky Lién Hop Qudc, dang chuyén canh
tlr cdy no sang cay kia.
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Quan véng tanh, con Fabio thi dang dgi ching t6i véi
canh tay giang rong. Ching t6i ngdi xudng chiéc ban
quen thudc trong “hang.” Mudi phit sau, Itamar xuat
hién, dong bd mot bd vest t6i mau, thanh lich cung mot
chi€c ca vat lua mau vang sang, trong c6 vé dét tién.

“Jerome nay, day mdi la kiéu ching ta nén mic,” toi
phat biéu, mat vin khéng roi khoi Itamar.

“Trong cau banh lam,” Jerome nhin xét, “nhung to
nghi b0 nay can thém mét chiit mau sic nira... ¢ 18 1a
diém thém vai vét hong héng, xanh xanh thi dep hon.”

“HOm nay té phai di dy mot budi hdi dam,” Ttamar
giai thich vé hdi 16i. Cau ta ngdi xudng ghé va rit ra mot
ddng gidy ta, sich vo tir trong tui.

“Cac cau nghi sao,” cau ta bit diu bé’mg mot vé mat
rat théa man, “néu td néi réng ca tuan vira qua, té& ch:?mg
lam vi€c gi ca? TG gilt bi mat tat ca nhitng gi c6 thé cic
cdu mudn biét vé ‘Bi an Tri thdng minh cha ngudoi Do
Théi.”” Céu ta bit ddu boi tung ddng gidy to.

Itamar kich ddng dén ndi thim chi khong thém hoi
xem tinh hinh chiing t6i ra sao nhu cac 1an khac. Cau ta
tién thing dén cht dé minh dang theo dudi, mudn ngay
1ap tic ké cho ching t6i nghe nhitng diéu ciu ta da tim

~ hiéu duoc.

“Trong lic ¢ chd nha si the sdu tuan trude dy,” ciu ta
bat ddu, “té da suy nghi v& van dé nay tir nhidu goc do
khac nhau. Trude hét, ngudi Do Théi [a nhitng ngudt
song sot. Ho da tri qua bao nhiéu diu bat cong trong
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lich six? Ho da phai chiu ding bao nhiéu cudce tan sat? D
bao nhiéu 1an ho bi ddy ra khoi dat nude, bude phai lang
thang khap thé gi¢i dé tim mét noi tri chan méi, dé rdi
lai bi ném di mét [an niva khi da 6n dinh moi thit & noi
méi? Babylon, Tay Ban Nha, chau Au. Ho di sdng sot
qua nhitng Toa an Dj gido, nhitng cudc tan st va, qua tat
ca nhitng diéu nay, dén toc Do Thai van phét trién 1on
manh. Lam thé nao ho giir dugc nhimg diéu d6? Nhimng
dén toc khac hung manh hon dan toc Do Thai nhiéu, véi
nhitng nén van héa an tuong ky vi, da khong lam dugce
diéu d6. Nguoi Ai Cap c6 dai, dan toc da xay dung nén
nhig kim ty thap vi dai, nay dau r6i? Nguoi Hy Lap
phat minh ra nén dan chii va san sinh ra cho thé gisi
nhiing Plato, nhitng Aristoste nay dau rdi? Nguoi La Ma
voi thoi hoang kim cta cdng nghé tién tiéh nay dau 16i?
Tat ca nhimg dan t6c d6 déu da sup d6 nhuw nhitng toa
thdp xép béng nhitng quin domino, chi con lai 1 nhiing
dd nat va chi con ton tai trong ky te...” Cau ta dimg lat
gitta cau khi ¢6 bé boi ban dén d€ ghi d6 udng.

Itamar gai cdm suy nghi va goi mdt tach espresso.
“M0ot latte,” t6i goi. Con Jerome chon cappuccino.

“Nguoi Do Thdi da song sot,” Itamar ti€p tuc dong
suy nghi, “ma khong c¢6 sy hd tro cua bat c& d6i quén
hung manh hay thé lyrc nao, ma ho ciing chua timg s&
hiru sttc manh nao nhu thé. Ho thanh c6ng trong viéc
gilr gin truyén thdng cua minh trong nhiing diéu kién
bét kha thi la boi vi ho dd hoc dwoc cich st dung tri ée
trong nhiing hoan canh thay d6i khéng ngimg. ‘Bé 6¢’
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dé cho phép ho khong chi séng s6t ma con cé anh
hudng dén méi trirong khic nghiét quanh minh va phat
trién nhitng k¥ niang ghi nhd d€ giup ho truyén miéng
toan bd ban Torah tit thé hé nay sang thé hé khac.” Cau
ta dirng lai mét lat. “Du sao, do chinh la diém khoi dau
cho nghién ciru cta tg.”

“Va day chinh 1a diéu lam cho nguoi Do Thai thong
minh hon nhirng dan tc khac sao?” toi hoi.

“Ché mot 1at da,” [tamar ngét 101 t6i, giong cdu ta hoi
ludng e mét chat. Ciu ta nglmg lai, tm mot tir that
chinh xdc. “Nghe nay... thuc su... t& da tim hiéu nguyén
nhan va phuwong thitc clia st hinh thanh bi an vé Tri
théng minh Do Thdi. Cau hdi ciia cdu, néu diang 1a ho 6
thong minh hon, rat kho tra 1oi. Chiing ta khong thé két
ludn mét cdu chung chung nhu thé. Dan tdc nao cing co
ké yéu, ngudi manh, ké x&u, nguwoi t6t, ké ngu dan,
nguoi thong minh. Tat nhién, c6 nhimg nguoi Cong gido,
nguedi Hai gido, ngudi Hindu théng thai hon va thanh
dat hon rit nhi€u nguoi Do Théi ma té biét.”

Téi lai nhé dén 1an gap <6 Lippman.

“Ma con chura k& dén nhé, chiing ta dang noi dén loai
ngudi Do Thai nao? Goc Duc? Goc Tay Ban Nha? Do
Thai chinh thdng? Cai cach? M§? Nga? Chéng 16 tat ca

- déu 1a nhitng nha khoa hoc kiét xuat sao? Su khac biét ¢
day 16n 1dm. Theo nhu t6 biét thi cdu hoi ai théng minh
hon ai 12 mot ciu hoi hoan toan khdng hop ly. Muc dich
ctia to 1a hidu dugc tai sao ngudi Do Thai, voi tu cach 1a
mdt con ngudi cu thé, lai duoc cho la ngudi théng minh,
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va lam thé nao ma diéu bi an, hay dic trung nay, lai
duoc gin véi ho. Cau biét nguoi ta thuong noi day,
‘khong c6 Iira lam sao ¢6 khoi” Cai khéi dé c6 thé dua td
dén vai mot s that cu thé nao d6. Pd mdi 1a cai to
mudn tim hiéu.” Ttamar két ludn suy nghi cia minh va
quay tro lai vdi viéce suc sao ddng gidy to.

Qua khe mat, tdi dé y thdy Jerome dang doc muc tin
thé thao dudi gAm ban. Khé than Jerome. Cudc thao luan
nho nho ctia ching toi khong hé 18y duoc cia han mot
chat xiu himg thi nao. Nhan ra minh bj “bit qua tang,”
hin gap nhanh t& bao lai va dé n6 ngay ngdn trén ban,

“Céc cdu c6b biet Real Madrid da mua Louis Figo véi gia
nam muroi sau triéu do-la khéng?” Hin cd phan bua vé diéu
da thu hit sir chd y ciia hin hon cude d6t thoai bén ban.

“Thé’ thi hoi qua da, phai khong?” tdi tra 10i, giong
pha chiit ngac nhién.

Itamar nhudén mat lén va nhin Jerome vé khéng
dong tinh.

“Chung ta dang noi v& mot difu rédt tha vi, va day la
cal da khién cu mat tap trung ha? Mét cdu thu bong da
Bo Bao Nha kiém duoc hang triéu do-la chi vi han ta
biét cach da moét qua bong sao? Niém ham hoc héi tri
thirc cia cu nam o dau vay?”

Jerome cuoi toét dén tan mang tai. “Itamar a! Cau biét
Louis Figo la ngudi BS Dao Nha co day! T so¢ ndng réit”
Itamar 1iéc mat nhin lai va cuodi ngueng nghiu. “To
tinh c& xem maot chiat hdi Euro 2000, cdu ta tha nhan.
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Dén t6i con phai ngac nhién vi diéu nay. Toi khoéng bao
givy nghi Itamar co6 thé xem mgt tran bong da; cau ta luc
nao cing 16n tiéng phan ddi thé thao.

“Diéu quan trong ¢ ddy 1a,” ltamar néi lai dong suy
nghi vira bi dt doan ctia minh trong khi rit mét trang
ra khoi déng gidy to, “ngudi Do Thai Iic nao ciling thich
cai tiéng tdm hoi qua cueong diéu d6 vé sirc manh va tri
tué ctia minh. Tiéhg tim nay bat ngudn tr rat nhidu thir
- ndi s hai, ldng &6 ki, su thu ghét va, that ding ngac
nhién, ca cic s6 liéu thong ké thuc té nira, cai nay td sé
cho cac cdu xem ngay day.” Ciu ta 18y ra mot trang khac
va xem xét né. “Keét luan dau tién té rat ra duegc vé bi an
nay di lién vdi con s nhitng nguoi Do Théi ndi tiéng
trén thé' gioi. Céc cau cir thir nghl ma xem, nhitng cai tén
Do Théi ludn ndm trén dau cac danh sich & hiu hét moi
linh vyc — nhitng cdi tén ¢6 anh hudng dén toan nhan
loai: Moses, Maimonides, Spinoza, Sigmund Freud,
Albert Einstein. Tham chi ¢a Karl Marx va chua Jesus
cling la nguroi Do Thai.

“TG ¢6 ca mot ban danh sach nhitng ngudi Do Thai
ndi tiéng va quyén luc nhat trong cac linh vic khéc
nhau,” Ttamar tiép tuc. “Trong van hoc ching han - Shai
Agnon, Shalom Aleichem, Isaac Bashevis Singer, Franz
Kafka, Isaac Asimov, Joseph Heller, Philip Roth, Herman
Wouk, Harold Robbins. Tat ca déu 12 nguoi Do Thai.”

“Cobn nhac c6 dién nita — Yascha Heifetz, Daniel
Burnbaum, Isaac Sterm, Arthur Rubinstein, con nhiéu
nhiéu nita...” ciu ta 1at 14t qua cac trang giay.
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“Con ca mét loat nhiing ngudi hoat dong trong
nganh gidi tri nay. Barbara Streisand, Mandy Patinkin,
Billy Joel, Simon & Garfunkel, Paul Anka, Jerry Seinfeld,
Jackie Mason, Marcel Marceau, didn vién kich cam
nguoi Phép, Larry King, do thuat gia David Copperfield,
va thdm chi ca William Shatner va Leonard Nimoy,
thuong duoc biét dén dudi cai tén Thuyén truong Kirk
va Ngai Spock trong Star Trek.”

“David Copperfield 13 ngwoi Do Thai ha?” Jerome
ngac nhién hoi. “Me té sé Lin dung ra chét mat néu cu
biét diéu nay.”

“Trong nganh cong nghiép dién anh thi tran ngap
nguoi Do Thdi,” Itamar lai ti€p tuc, mét 1an nixa phaét 1o
cdu nhan xét nho nhé ctia Jerome. “Céc cau cé bidt dién
vién nao ngudi Do Thai khoéng?”

“Co chiy, 1am gi ¢6 ai khong biét?” toi tra 16i. “Woody
Allen, anh em nha Marx, Billy Crystal...”

“Cau néi dang.” Itamar lai Iuc tung déng gidy to.
“Con ¢6 Steven Speilberg, di nhién réi, Bette Midler,
Harrison Ford, Mel Brooks...”

“Frankeinstein,” Jerome lai xen vao ma mit vin dan
vao to béo.

Itamar nhin cham chim vao hin, vé stimg so tét do.
“Frankeinstein ha?!”

“Phai, do 1a mot cai tén Do Thai ma, chang phai sao?”
Jerome cudt toe toét, cudi ciing ciing nhic mét ra khoi to
bao mot 1at.
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“N6i the thi cling ¢6 khic gi bao Gau Yogi hay
Pokemon la nguoi Do Théai vay,” toi dua.

“Cau ndi cai qudi gi thé?” han ra thé d& phong. “Ai
ma cha biét Pokemon 13 cua Nhat. Cdu ¢ nhin tén
bon né xem: Pikachu nay, Jigglypuff nay, Butterfree
nay... nhitng cdi tén truyén thong cta Nhét tir thoi
nha Minh day.”

“Nha Minh 1a & Trung Quac chit,” t6i stra lai 161 hin.

“Con vé kinh doanh thi sao?” Itamar ching théem dé y
gi dén cude tranh ludn bén 1€ ciia chung toi va quay trd
lai v&i chit @€ chinh. “Co gia dinh Rothchild, Reichman,
Bronfman, Estee-Lauder, Max Factor, George Soros,
Ralph Laurcn, Levi Strauss, Ben Cohen va Jerry
Greenfield (cha ciia hang kem Ben and Jerry’), Adam
Citroen (trong hang xe ctia Phap)... Noi cach khac, danh
sach nay dai 13m.”

“Kissinger 1a nguoi Do Thai,” toi thot ra.

“Chinh xac,” Itamar x4c nhan. “Vé chinh tri...” Cau
ta dao mét vao nhimg trang gidy. “Phai, co Kissinger,
Disreali, Thu tudng, Ao Bruno Kreisky, Tha tuong Phap
Pierre Mendes-France, Thu tudng Na Uy Grew

LL

Brondenvald... va danh sach nay van con nira, cau ta

két luan.

“Gau Yogi la An Do, t& nghti thé,” Jerome chia se diéu
dang lam ddu 6c hén ban tam. “N¢ xudt phat tir yoga.
Trong tiéhg Sanskirt, tén cta no 6 nghia la ‘cha gau
bay.”” Han mim cuoi ¢6 vé thoa man.
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C6 b6i ban quay lai va mang cho ching t6i nhiing
thir chung t6i da goi, can than dat nhing chiéc cbc &
gitra ban.

“Vay, khong con nghi ngd gi nita, Do Thai ¢6 1€ la
dan téc giau c6 nhat néu tinh dén tai nang,” t6i két lai.
“Vdi danh sich nhitng ngudi Do Thai xudt chiing nhu
the, thdo nao méi sinh ra didu bi 4n d6. Nhitng cdi tén
Do Thai luén dimg dau mei thix.”

“Hoan toan sai,” Itamar khién tdi ngac nhién bﬁing
cau tra 10 cut lin clia ciu ta. “Danh sich nay la mét thir
40 tudng, n6 dan ngudi ta dén nhitng két luan sai 1am.”
Cau ta dat lai nhimg to gidy 1én ban va dua mit nhin
chung t6i. “Céc ciu cd biét Newton, Copernic, Mahatma
Gandhi, Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Abraham
Lincoln and Muhammed c6 diém gi chung khéng?” cu
ta hoi.

“Tét ca déu la duong mdt chiéu ¢ London,” Jerome
nhan xét hai hude,

“Chéng ai trong s ho 13 ngudi Do Thai,” t6i néu y
kién, nhan ra diéu ma Itamar dang dAn dit ching toi.

“Chang ai trong s6 ho 1a ngudi Do Théi,” cau ta nhic
lai. “Nhung, méi nguoi trong s6 ho déu dé€ lai dau an
d6i voi thé gidi, khdng hé nhé hon so véi bat o ai khac
trong linh virc cua minh. Véy danh sach nay va danh
sach kia c6 gi khac nhau?”

Jerome cudi cung cting bo t bao xubng khi ti va hin
cung doi cau tra 1oi sap toi.
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“Khéng di qud sdu vio van dé nay,” Itamar bt dau,
giai phong chiing t6i khoi canh cho doi, “nguoi ta bidt
dén mot ngueoi Do Thai ¢6 tai khéng chi vi nhing thanh
tiru ciia ngudi d6 ma con vi thye t& rdng anh ta cing la
m6t ngudi Do Thai. TS nhé da timg doc & diu d6 rang
nguoi ta 43 hoi nha van Saul Bellow rang ong Ay cam
thay thé nao khi 12 mot ngudi Do Thai va ong da tra loi
bing mot cu chim biém dai loai 13, t6i biét minh la mot
nguoi Do Théi, va minh la mét nguoi My, va minh la
mét nha van. Tuy vay, toi con la mdt fan nhiét thanh caa
mén khiic cdn ciu, mot thuc t& ma chua ai nhic téi bao
git” Noi cach khéac, nhimg ngudi Do Théi tai ndng ndi
bat boi vi thuc t& ho la ngudi Do Thai. Lay vi du ching
han, ching ai lai di chi vao Stephen Hawkins va bao,
‘Nhin mot thién tai ngudi Cong gido nay!” Thuc t& ring ong
4y 1a nguoi Cong gido khong hé lién quan dén nhiing
kha ning ctia ng ay, diéu d6 hoan toan khac véi nhimg
nhan thitc cia moi ngudi ve€ ngudi Do Thai.”

“Drang vay,” Jerome mim cudi dong tinh.

“Pifu quan trong nhit,” Itamar tiép tuc, “1a ngudi Do
Thai ‘dwoc’ PR t6t hon va nhan dugce su chu y ddc biét
boi vi ban chat Do Thai cia ho, chir khéng phai Iic nao
ciing tuong ximg v&i kha nang thuc su cua ho trong
dam déng. Dy 1a mét trong nhikng 1y do lam lan truyén

bi an do.”

“Cau ndi ‘kha nang thue sw ca ho trong dam dong’
nghia la sao?” t6i hoi.

“Don gian thé nay nhé,” cau ta dap 10i, “c thir hoi
mdt nguoi My hay mét ngudi chiu Au binh thudng
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xem trén thé’ gidi ¢6 bao nhiéu ngusi Do Thai va ho
chiém bao nhiéu phin trim dan s thé gisi di, chic
chic ciu s& nhan duwoc cau tra 16i 1a trong khoang vai
tram triéu nguoi, dd tir 15% dén 50% dan s& the gidi,”
cau ta giai thich,

“Lam gi c6 chuyén, khéng thé déh 50% duwge. Néi thé
thi hoi qué, t6 thi nghi nguoi Do Thai chiém khoang
10% dén 15% dén s& thé gidi,” Jerome udc tinh.

“Day, van d€ la ¢ chd d6 ddy,” Ttamar cudi ha he.
“Ngay dén ching ta con khong nhan thite duge!”

Itamar rut mot to gidy khéc ra, to ndy trén dau trang
co ghi chir “S& lieu.” “S8 lieu chinh xéc cia nam 2000,
cau ta doc to, “nhitng ng ban thin méh ctia téi a, tong s
nguol sdng trén hanh tinh nay la sdu ti ngueoi, mudi ba
triéu trong s6 d6 1a nguoi Do Thai. The day! Chiing ta
thuc chét dang néi dén 0,25% dan s6 the gidi thdi. Khong
phai 10%, cling chang phai 15%. Chi c6 mét phan tr ciia
mdt phin tradm théi! Chi c6 vay. D6 13 tit ca sd nguoi Do
Thai s6ng trén hanh tinh nay.”

“Thu vi that,” ti 1dm bam.

“That dang kinh ngac,” Jerome reo lén. “Cau 6 tinh
dén nhitng nha du hanh vii tru nguoi Nga gdc Do Thai
dang ¢ trén tram v try chia Nga khong day?”

“C6 chu, bao gdm ca chau gai t& méi sinh tudn vira
10i nita Ay chit,” Itamar cudi rang rd day tu hao.

“B6 qua Jerry Springer va Geraldo Rivera di,” Jerome
budt miéng mia mai. “Hai nguoi dé khong dwoc tinh.”



38 TRiTUEDOTHAI

Itamar boi dong gidy va 18i ra mot td mau vang ghi chi
chit nhitng con s6.

“Trwde khi cho ring diéu bi &n nay thuc ra chi la
mot o0 tudng sai 1am, dé t& cho cac cdu bigt mdt diéu
ngac nhién. Khong phai nggu nhién ma didu bi &n to
{6n nay duoc dung 1én xung quanh bd éc va su thong
minh ctia ngudi Do Thai dau. Nhing s liéu thong ke
d3 cho thiy ring mic du s6 luong it nhung tai nang
ctia ho lai ti 1& nghich voi s lugng it o1 d0.”

Ttamar duta cho ching t6i mdi nguoi mot ban pho-to
trang gidy ma ciu ta dang cdm.

“Trong nam tap cta b sach d6 sb Toan canh lich su
khoa hoc, George Sarton da miéu ta sy phat tri€n cua
khoa hoc xuyén sudt thé ky XIV,” Itamar bit dAu nhu
kiéu 16i md cho mot budi 1én 16p. “Trong phan noi vé
thoi Trung dai, Sarton khéng chi nghién ciu su phat
trién khoa hoc va tri thire trong thoi ki nay ma 6ng con
so sanh nhimg thanh tuu cua nhitng dan toc khac nhau.
Nghién ciru cua éng da dé& cap dén rat nhiéu linh vic
bao gdm 6 gido duc, cong nghé, toan hoc, vat 1y hoc,
hoa hoe, y hoc...

“Thua gido sw,” Jerome ngdt 10i, “vao van dé chinh
di thoéi”

"V&n dé chinh,” Itamar hoi nguong — “17,6% trong s&
nhiing nha khoa hoc hang dau ctia thoi Trung dai la
nguoi Do Thai,” cdu ta két ludn.

“Va vao thoi ky do, ho chiém bac nhiéu phan trdm
dan s6 ndi chung?” toi hoi day ve tu hao.
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“Mot phan tram,” Ttamar tra 10i, “Noi cach khac, s8
nha khoa hoc ngudi Do Thai nhidu gdp muoi tam 1an
con s& nguodi ta thrrong nghi, day 1a ndi vé mat so' liéu.
Thure t& tham chi con th1 vi hon néu ching ta so sanh
thanh tiru ctia nhitng nha khoa hoc nguoi Do Thai tai
céc qudc gia riéng ré. Nhu Tay Ban Nha ching han,” ciu
ta tiép tuc nhitng ly ludn cua minh. “41% trong s6 cac
nha khoa hoc hang dau ciia Tay Ban Nha thoi Trung dai
13 nguoi Do Thai, mac du ngudi Do Thai thuyce té chi
chiém khoang 2,7% dan s8. $6 nha khoa hoc Do Théi cao
gap hai muoi lam lan s& nha khoa hoc ngudi Tay Ban
Nha khong theo dao Do Théi.”

"Thoi heang kim cua Do Thai,” téi nhd lai tén cla
thoi ky lich st nay.

Itamar ngling mot chiit d€ suy nghi 16i tiép tuc. “O
ddy,” cau ta ra hiéu v€ phia Jerome, “sao ciu khong
doc to nhirng con s& nay lén va cho biét cau nghi gi vé
chang nhi.”

Jerome cim 13y t& gidy va bt ddu doc,

“Khoang nhitng ndm tir 1819-1835, ngudi Do Thai
nam giit 20% nén kinh & ctia Dirc mic dit ho chi chiéim
chua day 1% dan s8.”

“Vao nam 1952, 24% s6 sinh vién theo hoc tai triedmg
Dai hoc Harvard la ngudi Do Théi, tai Cornell 1a 23% va

Princeton 1a 20% cho du ngudi Do Thai chiém chua dén
3% dan s8.”

“Qua nhiéu phan trdm,” Jerome ¢d vé hoi buc minh.
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“Poc tiép di,” Itamar giuc.

“M6t phin ba s6 triéu pht My la nguoi Do Thai.”

“20% s& giao su tai cac trudong dai hoc hang dau cta
My la nguoi Do Thai.”

“40% s6& ludt su 1am viée trong cac hang luat hang
dau clia My 1a... cdc cdu khong dodn duoc déu. Dé to

goi v nhé. Ho khéng theo dao Phat, va ho khong theo
chu nghia v6 than.”

Jerome phdy tay tha manh gidy roi xudng ban,
quay tron.

“Vay,” Ttamar hdi, “cac cau co thé rat ra két ludn gi tue
nhitng diéu nay? Va cd ging nghiém tac di, mét lan
nay thoi”

“Két luan vé céi gi?” Jerome mang mo6t vé mat ngac
nhién. “Chuyén gi vira méi xay ra a? Té dang ¢ dau
vay?” Hin nhin quanh minh nhu ki€u vira méi tinh day
sau mot gidc mo gitta ban ngay. Hin lai nhat to gidy 1én
va liéc nhanh qua nhitng dong chi ghi trén do.

“A... minh nghi,” hén néi to thanh 11 suy nghi cta
minh, “tai liéu trudec mit chung ta cho thdy rang... dé&
xem nao... hirm... minh biét.” Hin ngdi thing ngudi lai.
“Né chi rd ra ring 45% nhimg nguoi ndng dan trong
khoai tay & Idaho thich doc Harry Potter, 17% s8 nguti
New York khong bao gitr di nghi, 22% s& nguoi Ailen
ubng Guiness va 115% déan s& Phap la nhimg ke hom
hinh ~ réc rdi ddy... va, mat khac, ‘nguoi Do Théi, Ach,
diese Juden!” Hin ndi bang giong mdi, bit chude
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Charlie Chaplin trong b§ phim Tén déc tai. “Nguoi Do
Thai, néu d€ so sdnh, la nhitng nguoi cuc ky thong minh,
thanh dat, xinh dep, manh mé va (kha phat trién, néu
ndi vé mit sinh ly) — ¢ can thiét khong nhi? Hai cau
mudn gi @ t¢ no?” hin cudi todt vé xdu hs khi mat dao
hét tir bén nay sang bén kia giita hai chung tdi.

“Ma nhéan tién,” hin tiép, “nhitng s6 liéu nay ching
to, khéng mot chit hoai nghi nao, rang t& khong phai 1a
nguoi Do Thai. O day chang cd chd nao giai thich tai sao
ngudi Do Thdi nao cing la & pht véi chi s6 IQ én dén
3000 trong khi t¢ lai chi song trong mét can hd hai
phong chat chdi, chi cé bf:'mg trung hoc va lai mét chiéc
Toyota doi 82.”

Loi dwdi dong gidy to trén ban ra to bao ciia Jerome,
tdi dua cho hin. “Théi, doc tiép di, anh ban,” tbi goi y.

“Td doc hét rdl”

“Thi xem lai bai bao vé Figo dy,” ti trdn an. “T¢ chic
chin 13 ciu chira xem ky dau, va sé that dang tiéc néu bo
qua mdt thong tin gia tri nhur thé trong bién kién thirc ky
vi cua ciu.”

Jerome mo tO bdo ra va bit diu doc. “P6i dau kién
cuia Israel luyén tap ca tudn tai Pan Mach.”

“Puge ddy chit,” tol nhan xét, “cdu tim thay ngay
mot bai bao hap dan dé doc day con gi.”

“It nhat thi trong d6 cing khéng ¢ bat cit s§ lidu
phan trdm nao,” hin tho ra vé mét moi.
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[tamar mim a0l va gat dau dong tinh. Cu ta ra hiéu
cho ¢6 bé béi ban, ¢6 bé dang hdi ha bude vé phia ban
chang toi.

“Cho t6i mdt Coca-Cola,” cdu ta goi. C6 bé bdi ban
gdt ddu va liéc mat v€ phia toi.

“Hai anh 6 dung gt thém khong a?” ¢6 bé hoi t6i
va Jerome.

“Um, t6i thi khéng,” toi tra 15i.

“"Heineken,” Jerome hao hung. “Heineken khong
phai Do Thai, minh hy vong thé”

C6 bé bdi ban don may cdi tach cta ching toi va
ching t5i nhin 6 bude di. Khi ¢6 dd vao trong bép,
Itamar vuon vai, dudi nguoi, con Jerome thi quay trd lai
vt to bao.

Dot nhién, Itamar nhat chiéc ti 1én va suc sao khap
mot fugt. “Pau rdi nhi?” cau ta ldm bam. “Day r6i.” Cau
ta cam lén mot to gidy khac. “Ciu ¢6 mudn xem mot s6
lidu an tuong nita khéng?” Cau ta hudng cau hoi vé
phia toi.

“Chic chan la co rdi.”

“Giai Nobel vi Hoa binh.”

U, nd lam sao?”

“Giai nay duoc trao hang nim cho nhitng ngudi thé
hién tai nang kiét xudt so vdi phan con lai cua thé gidi,
diing khong?”
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“Theo t& hidu thi ]a thé,” t6i dong tinh.

“Viy, néu chung ta noi déh d6i ngld nhitmg nha tr
thitc cip cao, nhitng nguoi da c6 nhiéu cong hién gia tri
cho nhan loai thi chiing ta nén xem bao nhiéu nguoi Do
Thai d3 dwoc nhan giai nay, cdu nghi ¢ dang khong?”

“TAat nhién réi,” tdi noi lon,

Ciu ta chi vao mdt dong hoi mo trén trang gidy.
“270 nguoi da duoc nhan giai nay k€ tir khi no duoc
bat diu vao nidm 1901. Ciu nghi ¢4 bac nhiéu ngudi
trong & d6 la ngudi Do Thédi?” Céu ta dua chiéc tdch
v& mot bén miéng dé thi thdm cau tra loi voi toi ma
khong dé Jerome nghe thay. “102. Ttc la 34% day -
thuc rala 37%.”

“That dang ngac nhién, ding khong?” ciu ta budt
mibng kéu to lam Jerome gidt minh va nhin Ién.

“Cai gi dang ngac nhién thé?” hin héi, giong han
mang chit vé hom déi vi bi b ngoai cude.

“Cau khong tin dugc dau!” toi thot 1én voi giong
nhiét tinh gia tao.

Ttamar gat dau ngudng mo. “Cau khong thich nhimg
thir nhir thé nay ma, ding khéng?” cau ta tiep.

“Cac cau dang néi vé cai gi thé?” Jerome bat ddu mat
kién nhén.

“Bao giv d6i dau kiém s¢ trg vé tir Dan Mach the?”
ti hoi Jerome. Han lam mit gidn, thira biét réng chang
tbi chi tréu hin t{ théi.
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"Giai Nobel Hoa binh. Héa ra da c6 rat nhiéu nguoi
Do Thai duoc trao giai thudng cao quy nay. Va thém
vao dé la sirc ép ma mot ngudi duge nhan giai phai
chiu,” ciu ta lai quay sang phia t6i, “0 day con c6 mét
manh ghép khac nira.”

“Chura ke dén,” Itamar lai boi trong déng gidy to cia
minh, “cé mét linh vuc ma nhitng cai tén Do Thai ndi
troi hon bat o linh viee nao khic. T dang néi dén mot
linh virc ma ¢6 16 12 & déng gép lén nhat vao didu bi an
ma ta dang tim hiéu... nganh truyén thong dai ching
My,” cdu ta thét 1én, giong day chat kich.

“DE€ y ma xem,” ciu ta lai cdm mét to gidy khac trong
tay, “hau hét cac truong quay 16n nhat & Hollywood —
Disney, Touchstone, Universal, MCA, Caravan,
Dreamworks... - duge diéu hanh voi nhitng ngudi nhu
Michael Eisner, David Geffen, Steven Speilberg, Jeffrey
Katzenburg, Edgar Bronfmann, va Arnon Milchin, day
moai chi la ké mot s6 théi. Ba mang truyén hinh 16n, ABC,
NBC va CBS duoc diéu hanh béi nhitng ngudi Do Thai.
Nhitng an phdm tin tirc nhu Time, Newsweek, The
Washington Post, The New York Times, and The Wall Street
Journal thudc s6 hiru ctia nguoi Do Thai, véi nhitng bién
tap vién va phu trich chuyén trang ngudi Do Thai.

“Nguoi Do Thai ciing diéu hanh nhimg cong ty thu
am hang dau, nhitng dai phat thanh, nha xuat ban 1én.
Danh sich van con dai 1im. N6i tém lai, ké tir khi thée
giol nay tro thanh mot ngdi lang toan ciu nhé bé ndm
duoi anh hudng ctia nganh truyén théng — ké thong tr
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moi suy nghi va khia canh clia cudc sdng con ngudi,
duong nhu nguoi Do Thai va anh huong caa he da co
mit & moi noi.” Cau ta két thic bai phat bidu bang mot
nu cudi gia tao rong dén mang tai.

“T¢ khong mudn nédi cho cdu biét trong cau giong céi
g1 dau,” toi 1am bam.
Itamar m¢ to mat. “Néi di,” ciu ta gat dau khich ié.

“Céu ot nhir mot ké cue doan chinh tri dy,” toi giéu.
“Diéu ciu vira néi gidng nhu kiéu tuyén truyén bai Do
Thai vay.”

“Chinh x&c!” Itamar reo &n va dap tay xudng madt
ban. “Té 18y nhiing thong tin nay trén trang web bai Do
Thai ma.”

“Va muc dich clia cdi nay la...?”

“Chu nghia bai Do Thai la mgt trong nhitng loi giai
thich mang y nghia tiéu cuc dfmg sau bi &n nay,” cau ta
giai thich, giong day han hoan.

“Ci¥ cho la nhirng sd liéu théng ké ching ta vira diém
qua la ding di. Chiing ta ching thé lam gi d€ thay doi
diéu d6 duge, nhung thuce té€ ding la co rat nhieu nguoi
Do Thdi ndm gitr nhitng vi tri quan trong trong nganh
truyén thong My. Do la su that! Van dé thue chat ¢ day
_ 1a nhitng t6 chikc bai Do Thai xuyén tac nhing thuc t&
nhir vy vi muc dich riéng ctia hg,” cdu ta néi giong
chan nan.

“Trong lich sit, nhitng nguoi bai Do Thai déu ludn
thanh cdng trong viéc truyén ba vao dau 6c¢ coéng ching
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suy nghi rang nguoi Do Thai 14 nhitng nguoi nguy
hiém. Chéng thiéu gi nhitng hoc thuyét tuyén bd ring
nguoi Do Thai mang tham vong lam bé chi the gidi.
Kha nang lap luén cia nguoi Do Thai 1a vii khi duy
nhdt chong lai duoc nhitng ké thu ghét minh,” ciu ta
khing dinh.

“Sur thit 1a,” t6i nhe nhang thay d6i quan difm cia
minh, “khi thdy qua nhiéu ngudt Do Thai ndm gitt hiu
hét nhitng vi tri quan trong nhat trong nganh truyén
thong, ngudi ta ¢6 thé cho réng ngudi Do Thai ¢6 anh
hudéng qua lén.”

“T¢ khdng nghi thé'”

“Tai sao lai khéng chi¥? Nhin ma xem. Truyén thong
12 mot thir may tdy ndo. Nguoi Do Thai kiém soat nganh
truyén thong. Con két ludn nao logic hon nita chi?
Nguoi Do Thai thiee sy kiém soét suy nghi cia ching ta!
Cau biét diéu t& ndi 1a diung ma,” tdi nhoai vé€ phia cau
ta vol mot ve mit by man.

Itamar gio tay Ién va v?iy vé& mot bén, nhu kifu dinh
gat di nhiig nhén xét cua t6i, va ldc dau khéng ddng tinh.

“Dau tién,” cu ta bat diu, “mot ngudi gilt quan
diém nhu thé rd rang 12 ¥ thirc vé long tu trong rat t8.”
C3u ta nhin cham cham vao t61, mat mo to.

“Thit hai, d@ bao gio cau xem mot bd phim hay mét
chuwong trinh TV, kiéu churong trinh Do Thai, ma cam
thay chuong trinh d6 dang cd gang tay nao ngudi xem
béng nhimg dirc tin Do Théi chura, di 1a 16 rang hay tinh
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vi di chang nira? Chéng han, to khong nho la Nguoi
ngoai hanh tinh (E.T) c6 canh nac miéu ta 1& minyan® budi
sang, dii rang ‘cha dé' cia no la Stephen Speilberg, mot
nguoi Do Thai. Té cling chua thdy o6 1&n nao Clint
Eastwood hdn 1én chiéc mezuzah? trén ctra mbi 1&n anh
ta budc vao phong, hay cau nguyén truoc khi nhay 1én
ngira va phi nwde dai trong bong hoang hdn hat.” Mot
nu cudi réng ngodc nd trén khudn mat cau ta.

“Thurc ra, t& nhd mét lan trong phim Phong cdp ciku
(E.R) George Clooney dd quin blia da lén canh tay bénh
nhin,” Jerome nhay vao. ”...nhung, gio nghi lai, hinh nhw
d6 13 cai bang do huyét 4p thi phai,” han nhanh chéng tu
stra. “Trong chiing gidng nhau 1am, cdc cau biét ma.”

Itamar dudi chan va bat ddu g nhip ngdn tay lén
mat ban.

“Dugc tdi, viy co th€ nguoi Do Thai kiém soat
Hollywood, nhung dao Do Thai, hay tu tudng Do Thai
thi khong,” cdu ta két luan.

“Cau di ma néi didu do véi bon 3KW dy,” Jerome noi
ding cau tdi dang dinh néi khi hén dimg 1én khoi ban.

“T¢ da thir r6i nhung thinh giac ctia nhiing ké mi
trim tring &6 cé veé khong duroc tot 1am.”

¢ Nhém cau nguyén gdm it nhat 10 ngudi dan dng trrong thanh tro 1én.
¥ Cudn gidy da ghi mdt 10i cau nguyén tir sich Deuteronomy, thudmg
duoe dong ¢ cira nha nhirng ngudd Do Thaéi.

" Ku Klux Klan: dang 3K, cae hai kin voi chu trwong d8 cao ngudi da
tring, bai Do Thai, bai Cong gido, ching cdng san. ..
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“Xin I6i, cdc quy 6ng,” Jerome noéi va di vé phia nha
vé sinh.

Itarnar sdp x&p lai d6ng gidy t> cho gon gang va dit
chung trén ban, ngay trudc mit t6i. “Cam di,” ciu ta ndi.
“Nhitng thit nay danh cho chuong dau tién.”

Toi c&m 18y mé gidy to va bo vao chiée tii nhya dung
ca 6 banh my den vira méi nuéng ma sang dé toi da
mang theo.

“Noi tom lai, bi dn dd duwoc phd bién dua trén ba
diém co ban,” ciu ta bit diu thidt 1ap két luédn ctia minh.

“Nhitng cdi tén Do Thai ndi bat chiém gii nhiéu vj
tri quan trong trong nhitng linh vic khic nhau, cic s8
ligu thong ké cho thdy nhitng thanh céng vi dai ma
dan toc nho bé nay di dat dwoc, va cudi cung 1a chh
nghia bai Do Thai.”

T6i nhanh chéng ghi voi moi didu cau ta néi Ién chiée
khan gidy.

“Nhan tién, diéu tha vi ¢ déy 13, cdu ta néi thém,
“nhitng ngudi khong theo dao Do Théi ¢6 xu huéng gin
thanh cong clia nguoi Do Théi v6i st sic sao trong tri
tué cua ho.”

“Nhung diéu do cling ¢ [y ma, diing khoéng?” tdi néi
to diéu minh dang ban khoan.

“Dl thé, nhung van con nhitng nguyén nhan khdc nita.
Sir ¢dn cty, ddng co, su may man. Tuy vay, rd rang trong
trudng hop ctiia nguoi Do Thai, s¢ thanh cong cta ho ¢6
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thé coi 1a gan lién véi tri tué. Trong sudt lich st clia minh,
0 qua nhiéu diéu chong lai ho, va chic chin la may min
khong hé ditng v€ phia ho. Céu ¢6 nhé ciu di hai fa liéu
ngudi Do Thai ¢ théng minh hon khéng? Cau tra 1oi la
‘Khong.” Ho khong thong minh hon. Nhung 16 rang, ho
sit dung tri thong minh clia minh theo mot cach khac! Va
dé sé la budc tiép theo trong cuge tim hiéu cua ching ta:
nhimg ky nidng va phuong phap d6c dao, co ban ma
ngudi Do Thai da sir dung dé€ phat trién tri tué.”

Itamar 161 trong tGi 40 so mi ra mét tap gidy nho, 14t
qua vai trang va an xudng d€ tip gidy mo dung trang
cau ta mudn.

“Chung ta sé xem xét diéu nay,” cdu ta mim cwdi.

“Xem xét cdi gi co?” tbi thay ngac nhién vi Itamar cd
thé bi thu hat boi phén tiép theo clia cude thao luan dé
dang dén thé.

“Nhitng nguyén tic co ban.”
Toi nheo mat o8 bat kip dong suy nghi ctia ciu ta.

“Trudce khi noi dén nhitng phuong phap,” ciu ta lap
lai, “ta c&n phai vach ra mét s6 nguyén tac co ban.” Cau
ta ngang dau nhin tdi.

Toi cham rai nhin lai cdu ta, cho doi mét 161 giai thich
ma biét s8 ching bao gid 6. “Néi lai di.” Toi bit dau
thay kho chiu. “Cé thé dén 14n thit ba t6 58 hiéu.”

“Tai sao?” Cau ta ban khoan. “Khi cdu mua mot tro
choi dién tir trén mdy tinh,” cdu ta 1dp luédn, “trude khi
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hoc tat ca nhitng thit vé mat ki thuat, nhitng tha thudt
nho nho va nhitng thiét 14p ciu b thé thay dbi dé cai
thién kha nang cua no, diu tién cdu phai hiéu dugc
nhitng nguyén tic co ban da, dang khéng?”

Lai mét su im lang nita bao trium khéng khi khi toi ¢&
ging hiéu nhitng diéu cau ta ndi, nhung bat thanh. Néu
Jerome la vi du dién hinh ctia mét ngudi hoi cham hiéu
thi Itamar lai la kiéu nguroi ludn bo qua nhitng giai thich
cdn thiét. Cau ta luén cho r\éng nguoi khac ¢ thé tw
minh hiéu ra.

“Tat ca nhitng diéu nay lién quan thé nao tdi nhau,”
t6i hoi, khong dé 16 ra la thuc t& toi cling chang hidu
chinh xac vi du cua cdu ta vé tro choi trén mdy tinh.

“Chéc chén la phai cé nhitng dic diém hay hanh vi
mang tinh dac trung, chi ¢6 duy nhat & nguwdi Do Thai,”
ciu ta ngam nghi. “Mot didu gl d6 cho ho nhitng loi the’
hon nhGng dan téc khac.” '

“Cé thé, nhung lam thé quai nao ma t& biét
dugce cha?”

“Cau khong cin phai biét. Thé thi chung ta méi ngoi
day dé noi vé dieu dd chit,” cau ta tra loi.

Chiung t6i ngdi im ldng mét lac c¢ho dén khi toi
khong thé chiu néi nixa.

“Té chang hidu gi hét. Khong mot chit gi,” tdi
cing thang.

buang lac do6, Jerome trd vé tir nha vé sinh va ngdi
xudng ghé. "Pang ban chuyén gi vay?”
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“Bon té dang c6 tim hiéu xem diéu gi khién cho
ngudi Do Théai khic véi nhitng dan tdc khac, d€ tim ra
mét vai manh moéi hodc nhitng nguyén nhan din dén su
théng minh va tri tué déc biét ctia ho,” Itamar giai thich.

Jerome vo tay, dan nhilmg ngoén tay vao nhau va gat
gl cudi ty man. “L& bris!t,” han tuyén bd ma khong hé
chép mat.

“Hiéu roi.” Itamar chdm rdi ngang dau 1én. “Thé cai
lé d6 thi ¢6 lién quan gi dén bd 6c¢ ch?”

Jerome nhiam mét lai. Trong hin c@ nhi dang chim
trong suy nghi d& tim kiém cdu trd 11 vay. Dot nhién,
hin md mét va bat ddu git gt ddy qua quyét. “Ciing
tuong tu nhu nhimg ngudi bi tit nguyén vay,” hin
khéng dinh. “Khi mét giac quan bi ton thuong, co thé sé
dén bu lai bf’mg viéc phat tri€én mot gidc quan khac manh
mé hon. Nhu ngudi mi ching han, thinh gidc cta ho
phat tri€n hon nguoi binh thuong rat nhiéu. Doi véi
ngudi Do Thai, co quan sinh duc cua ho bij tén thuong
nhe nén tri nao cta ho duwee dén bir”

Chung tdi ciing ngdi im l&ng. Ca Itamar va téi déu
biét hin dang giéu cot ching toi nhung khong phai
ngay nao hin cling... sang lang thé’

“Vay cdu giai thich di, néu duoe, 1 tai sao cau cling
trai qua quy trinh tuong tu nhu the ma lai chang dugc gi
tlr sw dén bl ty nhién d6?” Itamar thach thitc.

" INghi 16 cit bao quy diu, thudng thuce hign khi diéa bé trai duge tdm
ngay tudi.
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Va trong vong 15 phut sau dé, chiing t6i tham gia vao
cudc thao ludn ngd ngan vé co thé con ngudi, viec budn
ban quén do clia Jerome va, di nhién, ca d6i tuyén dau
kiém Israel nira -~ m6t chi d€ ma tir trude dén gio chua
tltng c6 mdt trong nhimg cudc thao luan caa ching toi.
Ching t6i goi thém mot luot ca phé nira, va dén khoang
12 gio 30 phat, ching t6i quyét dinh dirng.

Trén dudng di ra, Itamar bong nhién nhé ra rang
ching tdi chwra xac dinh nguyén tac dau tién déng sau
tri tu¢ Do Thai. “Ngoai 18 bris ra,” hin khoi xuong, “hai
cdu nghi diéu gi thuce sw khién ngusi Do Thai dic biét?”

“Ho dang ddi,” toi khang dinh, nghe tiéng bung réo
ung uc khi gio 4n trira dang sap dén. “Tuan sau ching
ta sé tim hifu sau.”

“Oi, théi ndo,” cdu ta ndn ni. “Khéng can phai la sang
kién gi vi dai lam dau. C6 1€ la mét diéu gi d6 ma nguoi
Do Thai lam khac nhitng dan toc khac. Cé thé la cai gi
do ma he sang tao ra. Mot cai gi 46 khac, di nao?”

“Ho phat minh ra banh vong,” Jerome xen vao, thé
hién sir huong tng voi con doi cua téi.

“Khong, nghiém tuc day.”

“Ho sang tao ra Chiia.” Fabio khong biét tir chd nao
bdng nhién xuat hién.

Ca ba ching t6i nhin anh ta cham cham va bin khoin
khong hiéu anh ta dot nhién déh tir chd nao va lam sao
ma anh ta biét chiing t6i ndi vé chuyén gi. Anh ta doc
duge diéu ching 61 dang nghi va quay qua Itamar,
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“Anh mudn biét ngudi Do Thai séng tao ra cii gi va
ngudn goc tri tué cua ho, dting khong?” anh ta ndi bing
giong Achentina.

“0, dang,” Itamar lAm bam, van con kinh ngac.

"Po la difu ma ba ngudi thio ludn ca sing nay,
dung khong?”

Ba chung t56i cing gét ddu nhu nhiing bon tré con
nghich dai vira bi bit qua tang tai tran. O mdt khia canh
nao do, toi con cam thdy hoi xau hé. Ching t6i da khong
noi chuyén kidu nhiing cudc ndi chuyén ma nguoi ‘binh
thuong’ hay néi trong luc udng ca phé sang thi sau.
Tham chi lic nay, néi vé ddi tuydn diu kiém Israel ¢6
khi con khéng lam t5i xau hd béang.

“Nguoi Do Thai c6 tri tudng tuong dic biét,” Fabio
tiép tuc trong khi twa ngudi vao chiée may tinh tién bén
canh quay thu ngan. “Ho phat trién khai niém vé Chia
voi hinh thitc hién tai. Thi caa ho, khai niém dé khong
ton tai. Thoi do, chi ¢o cdc pha-ra-6ng va nhitng vi than
nhung khong phai danh cho ngudi Do Thai! Ho ¢6 kiéu
chiia khac.” Anh ta gio ngon tro 1én tréi. “T6i mudn néi
vdi cac anh réng ho di tao ra Chiia. Mot thit bit ngudn
tr d6.”

Toi nhin Itamar va mim cuwod, “Bingo!2!”

“Bingo!” Itamar cuwoi dép lai, ddy man nguyén.

' Mt tr chan, khi ngurdi thing cude im duoe day s hoan chinh sé noi
“Binga!” (tiee 1a Ry réif)
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Jerome 6m 14y hai ching t6i va hén hd, “Thé quat
nio ma bon minh lai khong nghi dén diéu nay nhi? Ai
ma nghi... ngudi Do Thai lai phét minh ra Bingo cha!”



Loi tién tri
cua Frankel

Niguyén by cia tri tuong tuong

# Ot tuan sau, trong luc tan bd dén quan
Café Ladino, ching tdi da rat ngac nhién

o # thay Fabio dang ding truede cra quan va
dua tay viy ching t6i. Anh ta c6 vé hao hing hon mitc
binh thuong khi thay ching toi di dén. Céi viée anh ta
dung ngoai cho ching téi vao mudi gio ding lam chiang
toi hoi chdt da.

“Lam thé ndo ma hén nhd duoc chinh xac gio bon
minh dén day nhi?” Jerome ti hoi.

“Bon minh mdi chi gdp nhau kiéu nay trong vong hai
nam qua thoi. T nghi cha c6 gt la khi cudi cing hin
ciing ndm duoc quy fuat d6.” Itamar tra 151 khi ba nguoi
chung t6i vfiy tay chao lai.
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“Cac cau khong thay minh gidng nhitng lao gia khot
ta bit a?”

“Con hon the Ay chirl” t6i gat gu dong v.

“Xin 16i, cho té néi,” Jerome ngat 161, hoi cao giong,
“nhung tai hai 6ng b& cdc cdu ma bon minh madi phai tu
tdp vao sang thit sau nhu héi huu tri thé nay. Ngudi
binh thudmg ay, ho di choi boi vao budi téi co.”

“Van d€ o day 13, Jerome &, vdi ciu, budi toi bat dau
e 11 gio dém con dém thi phai dén 3 gid sang. Cai tir
‘budi sdng’ tham chi ¢on cha cé mat trong tir dién cla
cau nia.”

“Boi vi té la nguoi binh thuong ma!” Jerome
phan phéo.

“Ngudi binh thuong dy, ho lam viée vao budi sang.”

“T¢ lam viée nhi€u hon hai nguedi cac cdu. Té cd cdng
viéc kinh doanh cua riéng minh, vdn phong riéng va
tham chi con cd cd mdt ¢6 thu ky nita. Cac cdu thi lam gi
o6 cai gl chit.” '

(), phai rdi,” tbi ndi mat. “Van phong clia cdu ¢ thé
duogc 1én Discovery Channel ddy, trong chuong trinh
nhitng noi la ling va qudi di nhét, nhitng noi chua timg
cd ai dam dit chan dén.”

“Duing thé, va con cd thu ky cia cdu nira, b ta ot dén
rdi di, nhu 1an gi6 vay,” Itamar cuoi khuc khich.

Trude khi Jerome kip bao vé danh dy cua minh,
chiing t&i d¢a dén quan va ndng nhiét bét tay Fabio.
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“Que pasa amigos? Nao, vao di thdi,” anh ta ndi véi
mot sy nhiét tinh dang ngo.

[tamar, nguoi dau tién bude qua cira, quay lai néi voi
t61, “Tudn trude cdu ¢ vd tinh dé lai tien boa hau hinh
qua khéng day?”

“Té nghi co khi con té hon thé dy,” Jerome thét ra.
“Té cd cam gidc han cu xir thé nay la do cai vu “Tri
- théng minh Do Thai” théi.”

Jerome d3 ding. Fabio tiép tuc dién thuyeét, chinh xac
tir cai doan ma anh ta d3a két thiic tudn trudec.

“Cac anh ¢6 nhd t6i da noi sao khdng, rang ngudi Do
Thai da sang tao ra Chia ay?”

(a ba chung t6i gat ddu im ling.
“Moi ngudi mudn udng gi nao?”

Va thé'la Fabio ngdi vao chiéc ghé thit tu, didu nay
lam Jerome chan nan ghé gém, va cho chung t6i mét
budi séng tuyét voi d& kham phd vé nguyén tic diu tién
cua Tri thong minh Do Thai.

“Hang ngan nam trude, mot b lac da lang thang khip
sa mac. Mot b lac ma nhifu nam sau nay 16n manh va
tré thanh mét qudke gia vi dai,” Fabio bat dau bang phong
cach rat kich nghé. Fabio, c6 18 t5i nén ndi qua mot chut,
da tirng hoc triét trong triedng dai hoc cho dén khi anh ta
di dén cai két luan r?mg mo mét quan ca phé sé mang dén
nhiéu co hoi phét tai hon. Mic dit d8i nghé nhu vy
nhung nhimng cude thdo ludn kiéu trf thic the nay van (4
niém dam mé ctia anh ta. “B& tdc nay ¢6 nhiing quy tic
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va tuc 1§,” anh ta tiép tuc day hao hing, “phit hop véi
moi khia canh cua cudce séng noi sa mac. Ho cling giao
hru véi nhimg nguoi khac séng trong cung dia ban,
nhitng qudc gia voi nhing gia tri, van hdéa va diic tin
khac ho. Tuy vay, tat ca d€u c6 chung mot diém rat quan
trong — ho déu tin vao mét thir quyén lyc to 1ém hon, thi
quyén liee ¢d thé diéu khién sinh, tir va nhitng diéu huyén
diéu trong va tru. Vao thoi d6, hdu hét cie dan cta thé
gidi déu ton tho cdc vi pha-ra-6ng, cac vi than va cac thuc
thé than thanh khac. Nhung, khi ngudi Do Thai gip
nhiing nguoi hang xdm cia minh, rit c6 thé ho sé cé mot
cudc tro chuyén dién hinh, kiéu nhu:

“Ong di nhin thay tuong than Canaanite mdi trong
cong vién chua?”

“Chua, trong no thé nao?”

“Hay cuc. Kiéu mat lac v6i méi sung 8y. Cdi mii chac
cha tru duoc dén hai tudn dau. Ho dung chéat liéu
khéng...”

“Thé& cai 6ng than nay lam gi?”

“Toi nghi chac 1a dé tdng nang suat, cdu mua, va nhit
la chong lai cac loal sdu bénh chung chung, r8i bénh tat,
tidu dudng va toi 16i gi d6...”

Ba chang tdi cung mim cwoi. Chang téi nhan ra rang
Fabio ngoai viéc 12 mot dién gia rat lanh nghé con [a mot
dién vién hai day trién vong nia.

“Cd mot difu co ban nao dd vé dén tho bach than caa
nhitng nguoi ngoai dao di 1am nhimg ngudi Do Thai
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ban tdm,” anh ta tiép tuc. “Nguoi Do Thai cling tin vao
mot thir quyén luc 16n lao hon va déi vdi ho thir quyén
lre d6 1a doc nhat - vi Chiia Do Théi. Co mot didu rat dé
nhén thdy gitta Chda cia nguoi Do Thai va nhiang vi
chia clia nguoi ngoai dao khac, mét diéu khong thé
dién ta duoc, mot didu khong c¢6 trong boi canh ngay
nay, va chic chin 1a ciing khong o thoi do; chta cta
nguoi Do Thai 1la mét thé vo hinh, Vi chia do khong
mang mot hinh dang, mét mau s&c hay mot mui huwong
cu thé. Ngudi ta khong thé nhin thay vi chia do. Khéng
ai ¢6 thé cham vao Nguoi. Nguoi ta chi co thé tudng
teong ra Nguot; mét nhiém vu ban than né da rat kho
khan. Thim chi dén ca nhitng dan toc tién tién nhit, nhu
la Hy Lap hay La Ma chéng han, cling ¢6 nhing vi chia
dwrge xac dinh 1o rang. Mang dirc tin dat vao chua cua
nhitg déin tdc khac mdi dé dang lam sao. Nhing vi
chuia @6 la nhing thuc thé mang tinh vat chat. Cai gi
nhin thy dwoc la ¢d duoc. Cai gi khong thay tac la
khong ton tai. D6 la quan di€ém tam linh cta thoi ky do.

“Bay gi0, hdy thit tudng tuegng xem can phai 6 tri
tué va sang tao & mtrc d6 nao madi rat ra duge mot két
ludan r.%mg Chta la mt diéu triu tuong. O mii Sinai,
chiia da hién ra trudc Moshe Rabinu duwdi hinh thive mot
bui cay dang bdc chdy, dit Nguoi ching phai bui cdy ma
cling chfmg phai dam Iita. Nguoi la mot thi gi do vi dai
hon thé nhiéu. ‘Ban sé so sanh Chuia v6i ai {va] ban sé so
sanh bire chan dung nao voi Nguoi?” sach kinh Isaiah da
dua ra mdt cdu hoi nhu vay doé. Nguoi trong thé nao va
Ngudi ¢6 nhitng dac diém gi? Vay chinh xac Chua la gi?
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Diém cudi cung tir ban than mdi nguoi Do Théi phai
quyét dinh, ma diéu nay chi cd thé lam dugce bing su
tedng tugng. Cac dan tdc khac ludn ddu tranh chong lai
nhiing 101 si nhuc nay, va thim chi chdng lai ca sy hoi
nghi doi nghi nhen nhém trong trai tim ho. Pon gian, ho
sé chi nhdm mat lai va cdu nguyén vi Chda cia minh,
dén su twong tugng cua ho. Ho sé ciu nguyén Chiia
durdi bat air dang thikc nao két tinh trong tim tri ho. Ho
mang loi cdu nguyén cua minh dén mot thir quyén luwc
cao hon ma thire t& chi don gian la san phdm sinh ra tir
tri tirong tgng ctia ho nhung ho biét re‘“mg hinh anh do
la dung. D¢ 1a vi Chia ctia ho, va khong ai ¢6 thé noi véi
ho lidu cai ma miét ho thay cé thuc 1a Chiia hay khong,.

“Hang ngan ndm tr6i qua, va ba tin ngudng tho mét
than I6n da tiép nhan quan niém cia ngusi Do Thai vé
Chua troi, quan niém cho rﬁmg tha quyén luc 16n lao
hon do mét phin la san phdm tir tri tirdng tuwong cua
mot con ngueoi.

“Bat cur ai tin vao Chia trdi, dit d6 1a mot ngurdi Hoi
giao, mot ngeoi Do Thai hay mdt nguoi Cong gido, déu
biét dieu t6i dang noi day. Hinh anh nao hién 1én trong
dau ban khi ban nghe dén tir ‘Chi1a?’” Fabio dit ra ciu
hoi, ching cho riéng ai trong ching tdi. “Cho dit ban ¢é
mudn hay khong thi mét hinh anh cu thé nao d6 vin
hién lén trong ddu ban.”

“Dung vay,” t6i déng y véi anh ta. “Ca nhan ma ndi,
t6i hinh dung ra 6ng ndi toi, 6ng da mat nhiéu nam
trudc 161, Toi cling khong biét tai sao lai thé. Hinh anh
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Ong ctr ty nhién hién ra, nhu ki€u cé mot sy lidn két tu
do khi t6i twdng tirgng ra Chiia. Cau thi sao ha Itamar?”

Itamar nham mat. “Chiia,” cau ta vd v8 lén tran,
“minh thy nhitng dam may hinh mét éng gia rau téc
bac pho.”

“Thé con clu, Jerome?”

Jerome nhin sang Fabio, gio tay 1én va lam déng tic
nhu kiéu dap dép trong khong khi. “Té thay mét ngudi
dang luon 16 trong khong trung, lom khom va méo mé.
Ong &y quay lai, xoay mot vong trong khi bay luon, dua
tay Ién tir d‘a"mg sau ddu, va lam mot cr ddng nhu the
nay...” Jerome dimg 1én khéi ghé'dé minh hoa, “Ong &y
dép qua bong vao S trong tiéng gdm ri ¢8 vii clia ddm
ddng.” Cdu ta gio hai ngdn tay lam thanh chit “V” va
nhin sang trdi, sang phai trong khi nhe nhang gat dau.

“Michael Jordan,” t4i giai thich cho céc khan gia dang
theo d6i cau ta.

“Giao si Joseph Ashkenazi, con duoc goi la Joseph
Cao, séng & cudi thé'ky XIlI, di ket luan ring mot nguoi
sung dao sé tao ra hinh anh cua Chtia khi, ‘Nhitng chir
ci cua cai tén duoc tict 16 hién ra trwde mét nguoi d6
that ro rang. Nguoi d6 sé cam thdy giong néi, ngtei thay
mui sdm va sy 8n do trong moi gidc quan, va sau do
trong tdm tri minh, ngueoi do sé nhin thdy moi canh
tuong, ngli thdy mei loai mui, ném moi loai vi va cam
nhan dugc tlmg cdi ti€p xdc v tat ca sé bimg nod khi
nhig chit cdi than thanh xuat hién trude mit nguoi do,
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va d6 chinh 1a hinh anh tién tri.” Vi giao si 4y do da ndi
th& day... Josep Cao.” Sau khi trich din cd mét doan tir
tri nh¢ clia minh, Fabio cwoi bén 1én.

“Mot ngudi, gido si Nahum, da viét, ‘Khi néi ra tén
Nguoi, hay tuong twong dén nhiing chit cai than théanh
triede mat minh trong mdt chiéc banh xe rire lia. ..

“Tri twong teong la moét kha ndng ma chang ta
thirong bo quén boi vi no doi hoi mot n6 lwe kha ion,”
Jerome git dau budn ba.

“Cau noi dung,” t6i déng y, “do la boi vi ching ta
dang sOng trong mot thé gidi cha nhiing chiée 1o vi
séng — ta mudn moi thir lic nao ciing phai san sang
phuc vu ta. D6 1a ly do tai sao hau hét moi ngudi thich
dén rap xem phim hon ngdi nha doc sach. Tai xem
phim thi dé hon nhiéu ma. Trong mot bd phim, ban c6
thé thuc sy thay c8t truyén bay ra ngay trudc mit minh
ma khong cdn phai cang oc 1én dé tudng tuong ra
nhing hinh anh.”

“Suy nghi khién chiing ta kho chiu,” Itamar noi them,
“Jan Masrick, Tong thong Czechoslovakia da ndi vay.”

“Chinh xac,” Fabio tiép tuc, “viéc gi ta phai méat cong
trdng tuong xem Chia trong thé nao trong khi chi cin
ra ngoat va mua mét bire teong Chia lam san, mot ban

_sao ¥ tudng cua mdt nha diéu khiac vé Chaa? D6 la suy
nghi ctia nhiing nguoi ngoai dao, va tham chi d6 ciing la
suy nghi ciia hdu hét moi nguoi thoi nay. Ngudi Do
Théi cling biét rang cdu nguyén triedc mot bic trgng dé
hon nhiéu nhung ho lai chon cach khac. Vi mét 1y do
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nao do, ho cam thay rf—ing maot vi chia ma mii lam béng
dat sét roi cudi cung kidu gi cling roi ra thi khong thé
nao tugng trung, chat chara ndi dén la moét quyén luc cao
hon duwoc. Két ludn rat logic nay da dan ho déh viée doi
hoi ban chat that su cila Chua. Cang nghi nhiéu vé didu
d6, nguoi Do Thai cang di dén két luan rang hinh anh
chan that duy nhit vé Chua chinh 1a san pham tao ra tir
tri tiong tuong cua ching ta. Vao ngay do, ho nhéan ra
rﬁ”mg tri trong tiong chinh 1a stte manh. Néu ban ¢6 thé
hinh dung ra Chia, tin vao Nguoi va cam théng véi
nhimg gi ban nhin thiy bing con mét ca Iy tri, thi
chinh cat kha ning tuong tueng d6 sé gitip ban tao nén
nhimg y twéng ddc nhat ma chua ai timg nghi dén,
nhiing y tudng c6 thé lam xoay chuyén thuc tai. ‘Hinh
anh tién tri’, gido si Joseph Cao da goi nhwr vy, Va tién
tri la gi?”

“Hinh anh twong tirong trd thanh thyce t8” t6i bat ra,
cdm thay su kich déng trao 1én tir kham phé nay.

“Giao si Joseph Cao khéng phai la ngudi duy nhat
noi vé tri tudng tugng tit quan diém tién tri. Gido s
Judah Ha-Levi, khi ban vé tri tudng turong cua nguoi Do
Thai cing da ndi vdi nha vua Kurazim ring, ‘hinh anh
tién tri c6 tinh 10 rang hon la logic Su twéng tuong,
theo 6ng, khong chi manh hon thuc tai, né cOn manh
hon ca logic. Néi cdch khdc, mot diéu khéng logic c6
thé tré nén logic v6i sy hd tro cia mét tri twdng tugng
sang tao!”

“Rat diung” Itamar noi. “Moét ngudi binh thuong
song & thot Trung dai, vi du thé] liéu c6 ddm mo dén
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mot ngay dat chan 1én mat trdng khong? Chi sau hang
ngan nam, hang van nam nhin chdm chdm lén mét trang,
twong twong xem ¢ trén dé thé nao, thi nhan loai madi
tim ra dugc phuong phap dé hién thue hda gide mo d6.”

“Mot vi du khac,” Fabio néi thém. “Hay nghi dén
mot nguodi sdng & thdi 6 dai, ngudi dé tudng tuong
minh ¢6 thé chuyén hinh anh cta chinh minh dén mét
noi cach d6 hang dam duwong.”

“Ti vi,” Itamar dap.
“Ti vi, radio, may fax...”

“Chinh xac,” Jerome xen vao phu hoa lam ching toi
kha ngac nhién. “P3a cd at ting tudng tuong Dan Mach
gianh duoc cip béng da chdu Au chua?” Cau ta lac ddu
hoai nghi.

Mot sy im ldng nang né rét xudng ching t6i. Tat ca
ching ti cling nhin chim cham vao Jerome véi nhimg
khudn mat hoai nghi. Khong phai vi ching t6i khéng tin
ring Dan Mach gianh ctp chiau Au. Chi don gian 1a
ching t61 khong tin vao tai minh nita.

“Khéng han la mét vi du bay lam,” Itamar noi.

“Albert Einstein ciing da tht nhan réng chi véi su gitp
stec cta trf twong tuong, Ong 8y moi sang tao ra thuyét
trrong d61.” Toi nhé lai mot cudn sach minh da doc va 8
dua cudc thao luin tro vé vdai chu dé ban dau cua no.
“Trong cudn ty truyén cua minh, Einstein da nhdc dén
hinh anh ma tir d6 6ng phat trién nén thuyét tuong doi.
Lan dau tién éng bt gdp hinh anh @6 1a khi éng 16 tudi,
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thdy minh ra duong trong mét gidc mo gitra ban ngay.
‘5€ thé nao,” Einstein nghi, “néu ta chay bén mjt ta sang
voi cung mét toc d6 nhi?” Hau hét moi nguedi, theo nhw
Einstein ndi, déu sé quén gidc mo nho nho nay ngay khi
no vira nay 1én trong tam tri ho. Nhung Einstein lai khac.
Ong trdn troc vi ciu hdi nay trong sudt gn mudi nim
cho dén khi tim thdy cau tra 16i.”

“Ma nhin tién,” t61 tu ngét 10i minh, “ngudi co tri
nhg t6t nhat thé' gidi tirmg dwoc biét dén 1a mét nguoi
Nga Do Thai tén 1a Solomon Shershevsky. Ong ta nhé
dugc moi thir nhd st dyng nhing ky thudt lién tudng
dwa trén tri trdng tugng tuyét voi cia minh. Ché’mg han,
Shershevsky ¢é thé nhé¢ duec danh sich nhitng tir v6
nghia chi sau mét 1an nghe doc va c6 thé doc lai danh
sach d¢ tir dau déh cudi. Hon tdm nim sau, khi nha tim
ly hoc A. L. Luria héi xem dng con nhé danh sach 4o
khong, Shershevsky da doc lai toan bd ban danh sach,
khong sai mét tir. Ma 6 rang la Shershevsky khong hé
nghi dén danh sach d6 trong sudt tam nam.

“Vao nam 1920 khi cac nha tAm ly hoc Xé-viét bit dau
nghién ciu tri nhd siéu pham nay, ho di phat hién ra
rang bi quyét cia dng dua trén kj thudt twong te ma
Gido si Joseph Cao da néu ra - siz ing dung manh mé
tdt ca cac gidc quan. Shershevsky c6 thé nhin thiy nhitng
mau sic khi nghe nhitng ban nhac. Ong ta c6 th& ngui
thdy giong ndi, cung vt hang loat nhitng diéu cuc ky la
lung khéc. Chang han, khi trd chuyén véi chuyén gia
tam ly hoc n6i tiéng L. S. Vigotsy, Shershevsky da nhan
xét, ‘Ong c6 giong ndi mau vang that kéu ring rac!
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“Shershevsky nh¢ duoc danh sach nhimng tir v nghia
va doc lai cho Luria b%mg cach tao ra nhitng hinh anh ttr
nhimng tir nglr d6, st dung trong lrong va mui vi cua
chiing. Tham chi, 6ng ta con nhd duge cach vao vién
nghién cttu & Mat-xco-va bang cach goi lai ‘vi’ mén cta
nhitng vién gach trén bic tuong dan vao nai d6.

“Tai nhitng cudc hoi thao vé tri nhd, nguoi ta day
nhirng ky thuit phi thudtng dwa trén viéc lam chua tri
tueong tugng. Tuy vay, khong c6 gi phai nghi ngo rf”mg
Shershevsky d3 thanh cbng trong viéc néng tam tri
twéng twong cha minh [én mdt mitc ma hau nhu toan
nhin loai khong thé nao vuon tdi durpe.”

“Giong cau thie ra ¢o mau xanh va nhitng duwong
cong kha dep day,” Jerome bat chudc bang giong mai,
eo éo.

Itamar mim cudi, quay sang Fabio va néi, “Co mot
diéu t6i van chuwa hidu 1dm. R& rang, mot tri tudng
teong phong phd, sang tao dau chi la dic tring cua
nguoi Do Thdi. Vi ching ta dang néi dén tri thie Do
Théi, va dang tim kiém nhimg kha ning doc dao, dac
biét ctia ngirdi Do Thai, anh ¢ nghi 1a ngudi Do Thai co
tri tudng tuong siéu pham khong, hay don gian chi la ho
dung tri twong tuong clia minh theo mét cach khac? Toi
ciing chang hiéu rd ciu hoi minh d4t ra nira.”

Fabio tra loi ngay lap tite, c@ nhu thé anh ta da dodn
tredc duge cdu hoi vay. “Di nhién,” anh ta dap lai,
“nguodi Do Thai phat trién mot tri twdng teong cuc ky
sang tao boi vi ho khong con lpa chon nao khac nira.



Loi tién tri aba Frankel 67

Ngudi Do Thai, hon bat ¢t dan tdc nao khac, biét rang
chi co tri tudng twong mdi ¢d thé cdru dwoc ho thoat khoi
hoan canh coa minh. Chi véi su hd trg cua tri tuong
trong, ho mdi tham nhap duoc vao trai tim tan nhin
cua nhitng ké ap biae va thuyét phuc chiung d6i xir véi
minh t8t hon, va chi c6 su gitp st cua trl tuwdng tuong,
ho méi ¢6 thé vuot qua dugc nhitng rao can ma nhimg
din toc khac da dat ra vai ho. Va thim chi néu tit ca
nhitng nd luc nay khéng mang lai cho ho thuc té'tt dep
hon thi it nhat tri tué ctia ho s& dira ho tir thuee t8'ha khic
dén voi vuong qudc tinh than viept xa khoi thyc t&' do.”

“Cac anh da xem bd phim ctia Phap tén la La-Boom
chura? N6 kha ndi tiéng trong thanh thiéu nién & thap ky
80. Nhg khong?”

“Co chix,” Jerome thdt ra vui vé trong khi toi dang &
gang hiéu xem Fabio dang dan dén dau.

“MO UOC LA THUC TAICUA TOL” Jerome bit dau
gao lén giai didu quen thudc. Tdi bdng nhé dén rap hat
ba phong & Haifa. N6 luén dong duc, chat hep, diy bon
tré con da moi Iita tudi, va tat ca ching toi ciing nhau
hat vang giai diéu nay véi khi thé hét nhu khi hat nhiing
bai hat trong chutong trinth The Hocky Horror Picture Show.

“Anh ¢6 d& y minh vira ndi gl khéng?” Fabio
- héi Jerome.

“Mo wéce [a thire tai chia t81,” Itamar nhic lai.
“Nguoi viét 1oi bai nay rat ¢6 thé khi d6 dang nghi
dén nhitng méi tinh trong sang tré con va nhiing hinh
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anh dep dé. Ngudi viét nén 10 ca d6 ¢d thé khong hé
nghi n6 sé dugc st dung lam khdu hiéu cua Viktor
FrankI® trong nhiing ngay 06ng phai & Trai Auschwitz.
Khéng cé dén mt hinh hai ciia con ngueoi, khong co gi
gia tri, déi rach va dm yéu trong thyc tai chia nhimng cai
1o va bubng khi, Viktor Frankl ché"mg c6 gi ngoai mot thir
~ tri twong tuong. Ong d3 viét nén mbt cudh sach chan
that dén lanh lung cé tén 1a Con ngudi di tim y nghia cudc
song (Man's search for meaning).

“Tot da doc cudn @6 roi,” tamar cin méi vé dau don.

“Frankl da lién két nhitng v nghi va nhimg gidc mo
nho nhé caa minh d€ gitp 6ng ding vimg va cho ong
niém hy vong. Trong tit ca nhitng diéu do, cd mot diéu
ndi bat han 1én.” Fabio 16i ra mdt cudh sach nhé cé bia
mém va md dén trang anh ta da danh didu bang tem
vang. “Cac anh ¢ mudn nghe khong?”

“Sao lai khong chit?” Jerome nhun vai, “hém nay to6i
thdy hoi bu6n chan mét t.”

Fabio d& gay cudn sach va doc. “Chén t61 bj thdm tim
hét ca vi doi giay té hai do. Téi da bat khéc vi dau don. Toi
phdi di trong mét hang dai nhitng ‘thiy ma’ tir trai dén khu
lao dong. Ting dot gi6 lanh ciit da cit thit qudt vio ching t6i
khi t6i nghi dén cudc doi khdn khd niy khdng biét dén khi nao
moi két thiic. Toi nay chiing t6i sé dwoc dn gi? Liéu ching toi
c6 dwoc thém phin xic xich dé dé1 1ay mot lit banh my

3 Nha tam thin, thin kinh hoc ngurii Ao, ngudi séng 13p ra tam 1y tri
liéu, mdt ngwdi séng 56t sau ngue tu chién tranh.
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khong? Toi cdm thit sw t6n tai niy, sw ton tgi budc t61 phdi
ngdm nght, tir ngay niy qua ngay khdc, tie gio nay sang gio
khdc, v nhitng chuyén tdm thudng dén véy. T6i di budc tim
tri minh phdi nghi dén chuyén khdc. Béng nhién, t6i thiy
minh dang ditng sau buc dién gid & mot phong héi thao dep
Iong ldy, tran ngdp dnh sang v hoi dm. Mgt ddm déng thinh
gid dang ngdi trude mit toi trén nhikng chiéc ghé’boc da thanh
nhd. Toi dién thuyét o khdi lugn tim Iy tai nhitng trai tép
frung. Tat ci nhitng diéu truéc d6 dé ning lén t6i givy tré
thanh mgt thyc tgi xa vdi. Bing cich nay, t6 cdm thdy minh
vieon Ién trén thuc tai dau donm, quay lai nhin cdi thwe tai d6
nhu mat diéu di qua trong qud khiz. Nhitng van df cia toi va
chinh 61 tr thanh chi dé cua 46 tai nghién cieu khoa hoc, tim
Iy cua minh!”

“Nghe hoi budn nhi,” Jerome 1dm bdm. “Nhimg diéu
ho phai chiu dung... anh ndi gl nhi, ching ta chuyén
cha dé di.”

“Toi khong nghi thé” Fabio tua st vao ban hon.
“Diéu d6 khong hé budn ba. No mang ddy cam hing
boi vi chéng lai moi thir thach, sy twéng tugng cua
Frankl da tr¢ thanh thyc t8! Viktor Frank], cha dé cta Tri
liéu Y nghi, mét trong nhiing nha tam ly hoc quan trong
nhit cua thé ky XX, tir ngay thoat khéi Auschwits, da
duoc moi dén dién thuyét tai hon 138 tnirong dai hoc
trén khap thé gioi. Nhitng v nghi mang tinh tudng
tirong cuia Frankl la ngudn géc va 1a sttc manh giup ong
song sot. Chi minh nhiing y nghi do thoi da giip ong
diing viing va cho 6ng niém hy vong.”
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“Day chinh la vi du rd rang nhét vé chién thing cta
tam hon con ngudi, mdt vi du ching minh r%mg tri
twong turong co thé vuot qua duwoc ca thuc tai téi té
nhat,” Itamar xen vao.

“Té$i d3 Bim ra durge mot thir khac khd thi vi v& mdi
litn hé giita ngudi Do Thai va tri twong tuong
day, “Fabio tiép tuc rit ra mot trang gidy khac. “Nguo
Do Thii ¢d khi ning sbng trong nhitng y kién hoan toan
mang tinh chit tudng tuong nhu thé chiing i nhitng sy viéc
cu thé,” anh ta doc to. “Diéu nay dugc viét boi mot nha
nghién airu ngudi Puc tén 1a Fritz Lentz. Nhing bai bao
dng viét da dugc nhitng ke cam dau Prec qudc xa doc rat
k§, mic dut chinh ban than éng ciing khong dong y véi
viéc coi chi nghia bai Do Thai la co s6 cho bat ¢t nghién
cu nho. ‘Khi ning nay cia nguoi Do Thdi mang lai nhiéu
loi thé,” ng viét, khi néi v& nhitng déng thai mang tinh
cach mang trong d¢ tri tuong tuong duoc st dung nhuw
mét dong luc d€ dem lai nhitng thay déi to 1on. “Nhitng
nguoi nhuw Marx va Lassalle ¢ thé ky XIX, Eisner, Rosa
Luxemburg, Toller va Trotsky, tét cd ho déu la nguoi Do
Thii,” Lentz giai thich. “Ho, nhitng ngudi Do Thai, co thé’
dé diu 6c minh hoan toan chim trong nhitng sdng kién khong
teong, va chinh vi the ho c6 the dwa ra nhitng 161 hika ddy
strc thuyél phuc, cimg v6i sy chin thinh xudt phit tir bén
trong, déi voi cong chiing.”

“Nha nudc Israel cling 1a mdt sang kién khong tuong,
thanh quéa cta tri twong tuong manh mé cia Theodor
Herzel,” Ttamar néi thém.
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“Dé€ thiét 1ap nén modt nha nude noi tit ca nhing
nguoi Do Thai cudi cing ¢o thé séng chung trong tw do
va c6 quyén dinh doat nhitng van dé ctia chinh minh
theo cach ho cho la thich hgp nhat. Va nha nuéc d6 &
dau chiy? O gitta mot phuong Dong hoang da, xung,
quanh 1a hang triéu ngudi A Rap...”

“Trong mét dét nude can cdi, khong nuée, khong tai
nguyén thién nhién,” t61 b6 sung,.

“Mot y twong hoan toan dién 18,” Jerome khéng dinh,
“y twdng v& nam triéu nguoi Do Thai véi tam tridu y
kién khac nhau c¢6 thé thanh céng trong viéc didéu hinh
mot quéc gia! That khoi hai lam sao...”

“Chinh thé& day. Thuc t& 14 su ton tai cha dat nuede
Israel chinh 1a mot minh chiing rd rang cho quan diém
ré’mg tri firdng tugng con manh hon ca thuc tai,” Fabio
ti€p tuc. “Néu nguoi ta 6 thé hinh dung ra mét thuec tai
khac, bo ra ngoai tit ca nhiing y niém vé sy logic va tinh
kha thi, rat 6 thé ta sé nhan ra duoc thye tai dé.

“Va nguoi Do Thai da biét dieu d6 tr rat 1au réi.
Déi vdi ho, sir dung tri trong tugng 1a mdt viée mang
tinh ban néng. D6 la yéu cdu co ban va thiét yéu nhat
trong viec phat trién tri tué dé tim ra con dudng song
sot cho minh.”

_“Thue sy thi td Chéng tin vao may cai budi ti thao
ludn chuyén d¢ gi d6 ddu, ma to ciing ching tin rang tri
tuwong tuong la mot cach dé tao ra sw khac biét. T4t ca
nhimg thi do d6i voi to 1a v nghia,” Jerome thét 1én
khi vay tay goi c6 boi ban. “Mét Corona nhé,” hin goi to.
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“QY day ching t6i khong c6 cai d6 dau,” Fabio tra 10i.
“Goi thit gi khac di.”

Jerome c6 vé ngac nhién tot do.

“Thé& quéi nao ma trong mdt quan ca phé Latino nhu
Café Ladino nay lai khéng ¢ bia Mexico chir?”

Fabio mim cuoi hoi béi 161 va quay qua ¢ bdi ban.
“Dem cho anh 8y mét c6c Budweiser, mién phi.”

“Tai sao ciu lai nghi nhiing diéu d6 la v6 nghia?”
to1 hoi.

Jerome nghi mét liic d¢ nhd lai cha dé ma chung t6i
Hic trrdc dang néi do.

“Nhitng quan diém kiéu nhur tri tuong tuong ¢ thé thay
d6i thyc tai... cling gidng nhu ki€u t& ma tudng tuong
minh giau c6 va thanh dat nhu Donald Trump thi t6 s¢ la
Donald Trump &y. Hoan toan va dit khoét 1a vo van.”

“Donald Trump thi ro rang la cau khong thé réi,”
Itamar giai thich, “nhung cau c6 co hdi duoc giau co va
thanh dat nhu Jerome.”

“Tuyét nhi,” hdn khodt tay vé coi thudong. “Déi chi
dé di. To chan néi chuyén nay rdi.”

“Chu d€ gi?” Itamar hoi.

“Céai vu nghién cfu cta cac ciu dy, vé tri tué cua
ngudi Do Thai, su thong thai caa nguoi Do Théi, bd 6c,
dau lau, xuong so Do Thai. .. dai loai thé”

“Cau khong cé himg thid véi bi dn vé tri tué Do Thai
ha?” Itamar hoi giong mia mai.
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“Sao phai himg tha chit, to c6 duoc lgi 16c gi dau?
Céc cdu thue sy nghl minh ¢6 thé tim ra diéu d& bién
ong thay dao ngudi Vilna d6 thanh mét thién tai réi cé
thé lam diéu turong tir v&i mét cdi dau dat nhu td sao?”
hin vin veo.

Itamar nhin t8i, mat 1ap lanh.

“Phai,” cdu ta phan lai va nhin han vé cuong quyét.

(lHa'ff

“Té nét nghiém tic ddy,” Itamar tra 1oi.

“Hal Ha!” Jerome ha dén hai lan.

“Té& s&n sang bo tién ra.”

“Thé thi cdu mat tién roi ddy,” Jerome dap ma tham
chi con khong them nhin lai Itamar.

Itamar nhat tai 1én va nit tap séc ra. Khéng ndéi méot
161, cu ta 1dy but va bit dau viét mot tim séc. Jerome
nhin t6i, anh mét chira dung cd mot cAu hoi 16n. THi
nhun vai. Cang ngay moi chuyén cang trd nén tha vi.
Itamar la mdt nguoi diém dam va nghiém tuc, khong
phai kiéu ngudi lam bat ci difu gi theo cam himg bat
chot, nhat la khi lién quan dén tién bac nhu thé nay. Cau
ta xé tim séc va dura nd cho Jerome. Jerome nhin tim séc
chim chap, steng s6t.

“Chuyén gi vira xay ra thé?”

“T¢ san sang dwa cho Jerome s8 tién nay néu ciu ta
chiu tham gia mét cudce thi nghiém,” Itamar giai thich.
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“Céu mudn t& lam phau thuat cady ndo ha, co phai s&
tién nay la d€ chi cho viéc ¢dy ndo khong day?”

“Khong. Cau sé phai tu minh cai thién 1dy bd néo cia
cau! Nhung cdu sé lam diéu d6 theo médt cach ma chura
bao gior duoc thuc hién trén nhitng nguoi nhur cau,” cau
ta mim cuoi, “phuong phap cta ngudi Do Thai.”

“Té khong hiéu,” Jerome ndi khi dung dua vé khé
chiu trén chiéc ghé.

Itamar rat mot cudn sd ra va xé ldy mot trang trang,
chura viét gi.

“Chung ta s& khdng 1am nhu nguoi ta van hay lam
trong nhitng budi tur thao luin chuyén d€, nhiimg thi
ma cdu cho la vé nghia. Bay gio, cau viét ra day hai diéu
ma cau mudén [am dugc trong ndm nay. Ma khdng, trong
ba nam toi di. Hai muc tiéu quan trong trong ba ndm.
Trong lac d6, t& va Eran sé ti€p tuc thu thip thém
nhitng k¥ thuat va phuong phdp ma nguot Do Thai da
thiec hién trong sudt nhitng thé ky qua. Bon té sé sép
xép chung thanh mdt cudn sach, va cudn sach do sé la
chi dan cho cau. Cau sé phai 4p dung moi diéu bon to
kham pha ra dé dat dugc nhitng muc tiéu da dé ra. Cau
cd hiéu tat ca nhitng diéu nay khong?”

Y tuong nay, toi phal thita nhan, cuc ky tha vi. Van

~dé, tdi nén noi o, nim & con nguoi duge chon dé thuc

hién nd, vadi tét ca long ton trong ctia toi danh cho anh
ban Jerome thidn mén cua tdi.

Jerome can mdi. “Chdac chan r6i, viéc gi phai nghi chi?”,
han bang long, mic d giong b ddi chat kich déng,.
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“OK, vay la xong. Bit dau viét di,” Itamar yéu ciu.

“Viét cai gi?”

“Hai muc tiéu ma ciu mudn dat dugce.”

“Khéng van dé” Han cim bat va bit ddu viét ma
khdng can suy nghi.

“1. T6i mudn c¢6 mét triéu db-la trong ngan hang,”
hin doc to trong lic viét.

“QOK,” Itamar gat dau, “con muc tiéu thir hai?”

Jerome ngimg lai mét lic. “Cac cdu hita khéng dgc
cuoi ddu nhé?” han c6 vé lo lang.

“Sao bon té ¢d thé 1lam th& chir?”
Han viét s6 ‘2.

“Thuec ra, t¢ chura noi voi céc cdu nhung gan day to
da nghi dén viéc hoc mdt khoa quén tri kinh doanh. T¢
nghi c6 thé té s& hoc dugc nhiu diéu tir d6,” han giai
thich vé hoi 161,

“Tuyét,” Itamar mim cudi. “Viét ra di.”

“2. Hoc quan tri kinh doanh,” Jerome viét [én trang giay.

Itamar cAm lay tO gidy va nhin vao d6. “Gan nhu
hoan hao réi”

“CAau noi thé nghia 14 sao?” Jerome bdi rdi.

“Néu chung ta dinh [am theo cach ctia nguodi Do Thai,

chiing ta sé khong di hét con durong nay. Cé nho Fabio
noi gi khong?”
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“Tuong tugng mot thir ma té mudn ha, khéng dau?”

“Khéng hin thé” Itamar mim cudi trong khi nhin
qua Fabio.

“Tudng twong mot thue tai khac, bo ra ngoai tit ca
nhitng y niém vé sy logic va tinh kha thi,” Fabio nhic lai.

“Nang cao khat vong clia cdu 1én mot bac nira. Mot
triu d6-la trong tai khoan ngan hang la mét muc tiéu
thue t& cling nhur viéc theo hoc mét khéa vé kinh
doanh.”

“Cau bao t§ viét g1 ha, nim muoi triéu do-la chic?!
2 5
That 16 bich.”

<

“Xuat sac,” Itamar noi. “Viét ra di.”

Jerome nhin lai ltamar v&i danh mit day su hoai nghi,
xda chit ‘mdt triéu’ di va viét thay vao do 1a ‘ndm muoi
triéu” Hin nhin chim chim vao dong chit, im ling
trong vai gidy. “50 triéu d6-la trong ngan hang,” hin
1im bam. Trong mét gidy, toi thé la da thay mét hin
sang 1én, C nhu thé hin, Jerome nhd bé, da viét ra mot
con s§ tudng tirgng, ddy hoang duwong la nim muoi
triéu do-la vay.

“Thé con khoa hoc thi san?”

“Cau khéng muén don gian la chi theo hoc. Ciu
mudn c6 mot tdm bang,” Itamar néi véi han.

“Sao lai chi 1a mot tdm bang dugce chit?” Jerome mim
cue0i tinh quai. “Té mudn 1a mét tién si, gidng nhur ciu.”

Itamar mim cuoi ang hé.
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“2,” Jerome nhanh chéng ghi ra, “c6 bing tiéh si vé
quan trj kinh doanh.” Han ¢4 vé thuec si thich thu véi tat
ca nhitng chuyén nay. Y tudng caa Itamar dang bit dau
co hiéu qua.

“Céu ¢6 biét logic cia mot hé thdng dua trén viée
tuong tuong va dat ra nhitng muc tiéu ngoai kha ning
thue hién ctia minh khéng?” Itamar néi va tiép tuc ludn
ma khéng ché doi mét cau tra 10i. “Ciu tip trung tim tri
vao viéc kiém ndm muroi triéu dé-la va bdng nhién viéc
kiém chi c6 hai hay ba triéu théi trd thanh mot chuyén
khd dé dang, ma s& tién d6 con hon nhiéu con s8 ban
dau cdu viét ra nhé. Dong thoi, khi cau da quyét dinh
ring minh sé phai c6 duoc béng tiéh si thi cau s& tiép
can viéc hoc hanh ctia minh nhu thé cu thuc su da 1a
mdt tién si roi. Diéu d6 c6 nghia la nhing tai liéu ciu
nghién ctru sé dé dang va it thach thac hon boi vi cau
tlep can nhimng tai liéu d6 v6i mdt suy nghi trong ddu
rdng cau da biét tit ca noi dung cita chung.”

“D6 1a su khac nhau gitta nhitng budi thao luin
chuyén dé tw hoc va ‘Nhiing budi thao luan chuyén dé
kiéu Do Thai’, néu chuing ta ¢4 thé goi nhu thé,” Fabio
phu hoa. “Moi nguroi thirdng bao ban phai dit ra nhiing
muc tiéu thuc t€ va nghi dén nhiing cach thiec & d€ dat
duoc nhitng muc tidéu d6. Y tudng co ban cia nguoi Do
Thai la: hay tuong tuong ra diéu ngé ngan nhit c6 thé.
Hay dét ra nhitng muc tiéu phi thuc t& dén khong tudng,
va sau do hdy suy nghi mét cach thuc t€ vé viée ban 6
the dat duoc nhiing diéu d6 béng cich nao, boi vi khéng
6 gi la khong thé ca.”
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“Khéng ¢6 gi 1a khdng thé,” Ttamar nhic lai. “Cé hang
doéng ngudi kiém duoc nhimg khoan tién vuegt xa muc
nhu cau cua mdt nguedi binh thudng; cd nhimg nguoi, khi
con tré, phai chat vat xoay s6 moi ki€ém duwoc 300 dé-la dé
tra tién thué nha. Pua con ngudi 1én mat tréng ciing la
mot ¥ tuong phi thye &, nhung dau tién ban hoc bay, r6i
sau dé qua mbdi 1an nd lwe, ban hoc dwoc cach nang cao
hiéu qua va kha nang cia minh. Dan dan, cudi cung ban
thiet k& duege mdt qua tén hira, Nghe thi cd vé bat kha thi,
nhung, thure si ¢ thé lam dugce.”

“Va diéu d6 chi phu thudc vao ban théi,” toi két luan,

Jerome nhin chim chidm xudng san nha lat go sam
mau. Téi 1dy mot chiéc khan &n trén ban va viét ra
nguyén tac dau tién caa tri théng minh Do Thai.

Nguyén tic cia tri twgng twgng mang y nghia tién
tri - nhin thitc diéu bat kha thi bing nhimg phwong
thiec kha thi.

“OK, vay ching ta bdt ddu thé nao day?” Jerome thot
lén. Hin mudn bit dau, dd da 1a mot dau hidu t6t roi.

“Vi tdm séc clia [tamar ha?” t6i khong thé ngén minh
hoi cdu nay dugrc.

“Khéng.” Hin ném cho t6i mdt anh mat ngac nhién.
“Bong nhién té cam thay rat hao hing. Té cling khong
bibt tai sao.” Hin vin tiép tuc nhin théng vao mat toi,
nhung ti biét tim tri hin dang bong bénh ¢ noi khéc.
Itamar v vai han.
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“Cam on cdc ban,” Fabio ding day, “nhung t6i ¢6
viéc phai lam day.”

”Anh tuy8t 13m,” Itamar dép lai khi ho bét tay nhau.

“Chiing t6i sé danh han mgt phan caa cudn sach cho
anh,” t81 néi vdi Fabio khi ching toi bt tay.

“Cam on Quy ngai phéng khoang,” Jerome nhiét
thanh, xuat phat tir day long. “Bia ngon 1&m.”

Fabio nhén ra rang ¢ bé béi ban van chua mang bia
té1 nén ra hiéu bao Jerome doi mot lat khi anh ta lao vé
phia bép.

“Tudn sau t& khong dén duoc rdi,” toi ndi véi ca
nhom. “Té sé di chau Au vai ngay.”

“Ngay Iuc moi thit bat dau thi vi,” Jerome nhing
xi 1én.

“Nhung té sé vé, va s8 mang cho ciu socbla
Toblerone.”

“To ghét Toblerone.”

“Khong sao. Vay thi t¢ sé mang vé cho ciu goi tiét
kiém thoi,” t6i dlia. “Cau biét sao khong? Thay vi sdcdla,
t¢ s€ mang cho cdu nguyén tic tiép theo ctia tri thong
minh Do Thai,” tdi ndi ma khong biét liéu co gitt duge
- 101 hita hay khong. ..



a
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Tri théng minh
cUa nguoi song sot

rén chuyén tau dén Paris, t6i da kham pha ra
nguyén tic thi hai cla tri théng minh
Do Thai.

Khi tau chdm chim n banh khoi san ga Antwerp
rong 1ém, t6i nhin ddm dam ra bén ngoai cira s6, noi
sttng sting nhing tba nha mau xam xit. Mot ngudi tho
hén hén va ngdi xudng bén canh t8i. Ong ta khoing 50
tudi va mic mdt bd vest ba manh, trén mii ngu mot cap
kinh hai trong khd tinh xdo. Mot chiéc mi kipah che gén
hét phan dau héi cia dng ta.

Samuel, tdi da biét tén 6ng ta trong lic & trén tauy, 1a
mét thuwong gia dén tir Antwerp. Ong di khip thé gidi,
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bédn nhitng vién kim cuong tinh t& cing véi anh ho
minh, dng nay tinh co ciing dang & London tuan dé. Co
thé' t6i sé khong nhic dén Samuel néu khéng c6 mot
chuyén nho, co vé rét tim thuong xay ra, mét chuyén
ma sau hai ngay da két tinh thanh mét diéu mang tinh
cach mang.

Trong [uc noi dén Jerusalem, mot noi ma tam nim
trirde 6ng da dén tham, ong béng nhé dén mét sin choi
nho ¢6 dai phun nudc ma éng da thdy & chd duong
Herzog giao nhau véi phd Tchernikovsky. That triing
hop 1a t6i lai séng ¢ chinh khu &6, ngay nao toi ciing lai
xe qua ngd tr d6 va néu c6 mdt thir khong cd & do thi
chinh la mét cai dai phun nuéc!

“Xin 16i,” tdi mim cuoi, “nhung toi nghi la 6ng
nhé nham.”

“Khéng, lam gi cd chuyén d6,” Samuel qua quyét.
“Néu cdu di tir dai 16 Rupin, thi ciu khéng thé khong di
qua dé dugc. Cai dai phun nuée d6 ding stng simg
gitta nhing cai cay ay.”

“C4 thé dng nhdm vdi nga tw nao &6 181,” t6i van bao
vé quan diém ctia minh.

Samuel nghi mét hic, ¢ gdng nhd lai va rdi khing
dinh lai chic chin, kém theo mot nu cuoi, "N & dd ma.
Herzog va Tchernikovsky.”

“Toi sdng & d6 ma, dng Samuel,” toi nédi, giong hoi to
ve kho chiju. “C6 phai y 6ng la tdi khéng nhd minh di
qua cdi gi va khéng di qua cai gl moi ngay khong?”
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Su tw tin cua Samuel lam t6i bire minh. Néu c6 mot
thir thue sir khién t6i cdu thi do 1a viéc nguoi ta a ngoan
& khing dinh 12 minh biét diéu ma thyc s ho chang biét
gl ca, hay ndi dung hon la ho khéng dinh minh biét diéu
mai thuc su ho khéng hé biét con tai thi biét chic!

To6i 18y dién thoai di dong va dit nd 1én ban, truoc
mdt chang toi.

“Vo t6i, Yael, da sdng ¢ Jerusalem suét tir nho dén
gid,” tdi n6i. “Ti sé goi cho ¢b Ay ngay by gio va thw
xem ai trong hai chiing ta ndi dung. C)ng c6 mudn danh
cugc cai gl triede khi tdi goi cho cb ay khong?”

Samuel git dau va mim cuoi. Khong can nghi ngoi,
ong noi, “Mot tach ca phé khi ching ta dén Paris nhé.
Tat nhién, néu ciu khéng vHi.”

“Thoa thuan thé nhé,” toi tra 1oi. “Téi sé rat vui long
duoc 6ng mai tach ca phé do.”

T6i goi cho vg t6i, va sau khi hoi han chuyén no
chuyén kia, toi giai thich cho ¢6 &y nghe vé ly do chinh
khién t6i goi cho ¢6 dy lac doé.

“O nga tu chd Herzog giao véi Tchernikovsky,
ngang cho Tu vién Thap gia &y, ¢6 cai sdn choi véi dai
phun nudc nao khong? Anh danh cuwgc véi mot
nguoi...” tdi két thic cau hoi va nhin Samuel, cuoi toe
toét va gian xao.

Yael khong ndi gi mét lac.

“Vang, dang la ¢ that,” ¢d &y bat dau. “Co mot cai
san choi, nhung khong ¢6 dai phun nude. D6 1a mot cai
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thap canh hinh tron bé lai tir thoi thude dia Anh, nharng
dung la tréng né giéng mdot c4i dai phun nudce.”

T6i ngac nhién trude nhitng gi Yael néi déh ndi t6i
quay mat ngay ra ngoai ctta s§, quay han khoi Samuel.

“Anh da noi rang chang ¢6 sin choi hay dai phun
nuoc gi hét,” 161 tho chidm. “Em c6 chic khéng?”

“Anh bi lam sao thé? Anh dang dua ddy ha?” 6 &y
tra 1oi.

Téi liéc nhin lai Samuel nhw mdt ké thua cudc.
“Khéng, anh nghiém tic day. Thyc ra anh vira mat mot
tach ca phé rd1.”

Samuel va tdi xubng tau & “Gare du Nord” va di
xudng phd d€ tim mot quan ca phé tir t& Troi bt dau téi
va gié thu lanh lanh théi vao chung téi tirng dot.

Samuel liing thitng budc trén duong, tay xach mét
chiéc cdp James Bondesque mau bac. Khi chiing toi cung
dao bude, 6ng chi cho t3i mai mét ngdi nha duoc chiéu
sdng bing nhiing bong dén mau xanh. Ta{ sing sd trude
khung canh tuyét dep do.

“Ong &€ ¥ t6i moi thu, phai khong?” t6i khen ong, tu
nhic minh nhé dén cai ly do chang toi dang di dao
loanh quanh véi nhau thé nay.

“P6 chi la ban néng sinh t6n ciia ngudi Do Thai trong
t6i thoi,” Ong tra 101 lam tdi rat ngac nhién, tir lic 46 tbi
ctt ty hoi khoéng biét c6 méi lién hé gi gitta nguoi dan
ong Do Théi giau long trac &n nay véi cudn sach ma toi
dang viét khong.
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Béng nhién, tdi nhd lai diéu Samuel d4 noi véi t6i itc
& trén tau, vé viéc téi khong d€ y dén moi thit, “nhét la
k& tir khi toi séng o d6.”

T&i van budc bén canh dng, ngdm nghi vé con nguoi
thi1 vi nay. K& hoach ban dau cua t6i 1a sé tra mén ng ca
cuge trong vong muoi lam phut roi tiép tuc gip gd
nhirng nguodi ban dang doi toi tdi nay. Tuy vay, c6 mot
didu gi d6 da khidn tdi ¢6 cam gidc rang néu lam thé sé
la mét sai 1am.

Samuel chi mdt quan nho bén kia dudng. Chiang toi
di nhanh qua dudng. O 181 vao quan, mét luéng hoi 4m
phd vao mit chiing t6i. Anh sdng mo mo, san nha 6p g0
sAm mau tao mot khong khi rat thoai mdi. Mot déi trai
gai dang ngdi nam tay nhau & chiéc ban bén cnh clra s6
16n nhin ra ngoai dudng phd. O mdt chiéc ban khéc I
mot thanh nién tay cdm mdt cudn sach. Tay con lai dat
trén ddu véi mot diéu thudc mong, dai trén ngdn, pha ra
tung lan khoi.

Chung t6i ngdi xudng mot chiéc ban trong goc va tiép
tuc cudc tro chuyén. Sau khoang mudi lam phit, tot déy
thdy chéng c6 1y mot anh bdi ban ndo dén héi chiing toi
dung gi.

“C6 chuyén gi véi bdi ban & day vay nhi?” tbi noi to
khi nhin quanh quan ca phé.

“Chang ta dang ¢ Paris,” Samuel tra 15i.

‘U ding t8il’ t6i nghi thdm. ‘Lam sao toi quén duoc
diéu dé chir. Chiing ta dang & Phap, not khach du lich bi
nhiing tay bdi ban tan cong.’
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Sau mét héi vay tay loan xa, mét ga boi ban tré, mic
toan mot mau den, xuat hién & ban chiing téi.

To1i nh lat ¢6 1an minh d3 ty héi liéu ¢ phai nghé bai
ban & Phap dwoc chinh phit danh cho nhiing ké duoc ra
khoi tu véi diéu kién chung s& 1am dugc mét dich vu gl
d6 cho xa hdi, mdc du tir ‘dich vy’ khéng han ¢6 thé ap
dung duoc trong trrdng hop nay. Nhimg tay boi ban nay
hanh dong nhtr th€ minh viéc dén ban ctia khach 13 ban
cho ho mdt dic n 16n lao vay. Ching ci ding d6, nhin
quanh ngé nhimg ngudi dén va di, dap dap but 1én tap
gidy va doi théi! Chung khang hoi ban xem ban chon gl.
Chung ciing ching them mang thue don dén. Chiing chi
dimng doé doi ban néi thet ban mudn! Moi khach du lich
dén Paris déu biét diéu t6i dang noi day. Va chinh vi thé,
tay bdi ban ctia chiing t6i ciing dang ding,

Sau khi ching t6i goi d6 uéng, hin héi ha di vé
phia bép.

That khong may, t6i quén khéng héi xin mét cdc
nude, mot difu thudc dang khong thé chdp nhan duoc
va khong the tha thit duoc theo nhir tuyén ngén ctia lién
minh bdi ban Phip. Néu nhu mafia c6 mét nguyén tic
dao dirc vé viéc khong [am hai tré em va phu nit th
trong cac quan ca phé ¢ Phap cling cé mét luat bat thanh
vin ring mét khi viéc goi d6 da hoan tat thi bat c@ cai gi
khach quén khéng goi déu mat ludn.

Thém vao do6, téi dang khat.

Khi tay bdi ban quay lai cing véi hai tach ca phé cua
ching t6i va tho 16 tha (hay t6i phai néi la dap) ching



86 TRITUEDOTHA!

xudng ban, t6i mim cudi va ra hiéu rang t6i mudn goi
thém mot thar khac.

Tay b&i nhin t6i, hoan toan stng sét.

“Tdi mudn, néu khong qua phién, anh ¢6 thé mang
cho toi thém mdt cdc nude cd dugce khdng?”

(Ga sbc thue su. Ga thue sy khong hé mong doi yéu
cdu cua tdi, hoan toan bat ngd. Giong ga run run, pha
trdn gilra tikc gidn va sdec. “Anh mudn mét cGc nuedc ha?”

“M5t c¢bc nho thdi, 1am on,” t6i ¢§ giam hét & yéu
cAu cua minh. Thye ra, lic d6 tdi d3 nghi dén chuyén
bao ga thoi, quén yéu ciu cia toi di. Nhin ga nhu vay
khiéh t6i chanh long, chiing kién su bét luc cua gé.

Ga am it tr tiéng Phép nho nhd ‘Utm’ qua mii, mim
mbi, va trong ltic van dang run khé, ga quay di va di tr¢
lai bép.

Samuel quan sat canh nay va cudi. “Bon ho thé’ day,”
dng an i t6i. Mét 6ng nhin theo ga bdi ban cho dén khi
g khuit dang sau bép. Sau d6, Samuel nga vé phia toi
va thi thAm, “Tay nay khong phai & Paris. Chic hin la
ngudi & mién trung. C6 thé 13 thung liing Loire. Chac
hin dén day d¢ kiém thém chit tién.”

“Dé cling 12 mdt phin trong ban ning sinh ton cua
ngudi Do Théi chidng?” toi hoi. “Kha ning nhan biét va
‘chan doan’ ngudi khac ay?”

“TAt nhién rdi,” 6ng nhan manh. “Téi thira huong
diéu nay ti bd t61.” Samuel tur diéu chinh tw thé ngdi
trén gh& va vat chéo chan lai.
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“Tot sinh ra ¢ Berlin, sau d6 khi t6i 1én ba, ching t6i
phai trén di. Gia dinh t6i s6ng ¢ Phap vai nim réi
chuyén dén Antwerp. O d6, b t6i &3 mo clra hang 46
trang suc. Tl nh¢ thinh thoang toi thuong bo hoc, chay
dén lam viéc vdi bd vao bubi t6i. Toi ditng canh bg trong
cira hang, va moi 1an ¢é khach buée vao, bd toi ludn
doan chinh xdc nguoi d6 dén tir dau, nguoi dé 1am nghé
gi kiém song, va nguoi d6 da 1ap gia dinh hay chua — va
tit ca chi cdn mét cai li€c nhanh. B3 toi la nguoi da sang
tao ra thuat ngr ‘Ban nang sinh tén Do Thai.’ BS tdi noi
rfmg la mot nguoi Do Thai bi nguoc dai, hit hii & moi
noi 6ng di dén nén trong sudt cudc ddi, 6ng da phat
trién mot thit ban ning 1a ludn chu y dén nhing chi tiét
nho nhat va gén cho chiing tam quan trong that to Ion.”
Samuel noi xong khi g bdi ban quay tré lai.

G& bdi ban dit cdc nude 16n ban, ma dung 1a chiée cdc
nho thit, nhung troeée khi ga quay di va bo lai nhing vi
khdch khé tinh nhat trong ngay, Samuel 16i ga vao cudc
tro chuyén. Luc dau, ga béi ban ¢ vé xa cach va boi roi
nhung dan dan mét nu cudi ciing né ra trén khudn mit.
Ga ndng nhiét bt tay Samuel trude khi quay tro lai chd
minh & goc phong.

“That khong thé tin duoc,” t6i reo lén kinh ngac.
“Ong thue sg da lam cho mét tay boi ban nguoi Phip
mim cudi. Ong xiing déng duoc huan chuong cia quan
d6i Phap day.”

“That ra han dén tor Baloit, & vung Loire, mién
trung,” Samuel tra loi voi vé hai long,
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“Chic chan hin dn tuong vai chiéc ‘ra da’ cua Ong
l4m day.”

Samuel rut chiéc tdu ra khoi ti, nhét 14 thude vao va
cham Itra. Tot quyét dinh ndi cho 6ng nghe vé cudn sach
ma ching t6i dang nung nau.

Sau khi giai thich ng:fm gon vé Jerome va Itamar, vu
ca curoc va Nguyén ly vé Tri teong tugng clia Fabio, toi
quay tro lai voi vai diéu ma Samuel da noi.

“Vay tri thong minh ctia nguoi Do Thai cd lién quan
dén ban ning sinh t6n, mjt thi ban ning trong v6 van
nhitng ban ning khic, cho phép nguoi ta d€ y toi nhirng
ti€u tiét phai khong?”

“Gan nhu la vay,” Samuel khi’mg dinh, “nhung
khéng chi c6 vay. Diéu chiing ta dang ndi dén & day la
kha ning phdn tich tinh hudng va d6i mat vdi sy thay
d6i bat ngd ctia hoan canh voi tan xudt gdn nhu la hang
ngay. Dic difm nay kha phat trién trong cong dong
ngudi Do Théi va lién quan dén viée ngudi Do Thai
khéng bao gi¢ 6 mdt noi ¢ ¢& dinh. Ho ltic nao cang
trong tu thé’chuin bi’, san sang cho khoanh khic ho cd
thé bj tdng di, ma cai khoanh khic d6 thi kiéu gi ciing
dén! Kha ning nay cling lién quan dén thuc t&'1a ngudi
Do Théi fudn tap trung & cac thanh pho 16n.”

“Cé phai éng mudn néi rang nhitng ngudi sdng &
thanh phd thi thdng minh hon?” t6i chét van.

“Nhin chung thi diing 1a thé,” éng tra loi.

“Thé& thi cin phai lam séng to vai diém day,” toi cuoi.
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Samuel th&i ra mét lan khoi tring va dong tui
thudc lai.

“Pén nam 1800, hdu hét dan s8 thé gidi déu sdng tai
cdc vung nong thon. Hau hét ho déu lam nong nghiép
va tai san ¢6 gia tri nhat ma mot nguoi co thé so hiru
chinh la dat dai. Dat dai 1a co sd cho long tu hao va danh
dy, va la ngudn gdc cha sw giau ¢d.”

“Cé duoc s thodi mat va an toan vé tai chinh ¢ mét
muitrc dd nhét dinh 1a mong mudn ctia phan 1én nguoi
din thoi do, ma thdm chi dén tin bay gio van vay,
nhung diéu nay lai khong ap dung dirge voi nguoi Do
Thai. Ho khéng bao gi¢ nghi ngoi hay s¢ hiru tai san gi
boi vi ho khong duoc phép. Nhimg ké thong tri ngoai
bang ludn ngén can he ti€p can quyén dwoc so hiru dat
dai hop phap. Cir khi nao ngudi Do Thai gianh dwgc
mot chiit dat dai thi ching bao lau sau s& lai ¢ mot keé
thong tri méi dén, chiém 14y tai san caa ho va dudi ho di.
Ngudi Do Théi cling phai sdng vdi hang ta nhimg han
ché vé kinh t&. No6i vé nghé nghiép, ho phai tham gia
vao nhiimg nghé nghiép dugc coi 1a ban thiu va mé am
nhu la cho vay nang 1ai, thuong mai, bat ddng san, hoac
nhiing nghé nghiép thudc vé dich vu nhu la y khoa, luét
hay tu van.

Nhitng cdng viéc d6 mang tinb chat thanh thi.
- Céng thém vadi van d€ quyén so hitu dat thi viéc nguoi
Do Thai tam tum tai cac thanh phé la mét diéu hét sue
tr nhién. Thuc té, vao ddu thé' ky XX, c6 khoang 75%
dén 94% s6 nguoi Do Thai trén thé gioi séng & cac
thanh phé.
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Mot diéu rat nghich Iy ¢ day 1a chinh nhitng gidi han
va dicu ludt kim nén nguoi Do Théi lai cho hg mét 1gi
thé rd rang so voi nhitng nguoi khic. Viéc bién ngudi
Do Thai thanh thi dan chinh la diéu 43 dit nén tang cho
thanh cdng cta ho trong tuong lai!

“Cau da bao gio xem bd phim hoat hinh vé chii chudt
qué lén thdm ho hang & thanh phd chwa?”

“Hinh nhuw & xem r61,” t6i €& nhd lai.

“Cha chudt thanh pht, néu cdu dé v, lic nao cling
duoc xdy dung voi mo-tip 1a mét sinh vat thanh dat,
c6 trinh ¢ va van hda, moét sinh vat trai doi va
khon ngoan.”

“Moi lién hé gitra gido duc va thanh cdng trong cudc
sdng thanh thi khong chi dugc khidc hoa trong nhiing
nhan vat hoat hinh. Nhitng ngudi tré tudi tai cac thanh
phd 1én, nhitng loai ddng vat hai chén, ciing dugc miéu
ta bang hinh anh tirong tw, va ho cling rit thanh cong.”

“Nhiéu phéan tich dugc thue hién d6i véi nhiéu ting
16p dan s6 khac nhau déu chi ra mdi lién hé twong tu
gitta cudc song thanh thi voi mét mire d6 théng minh
cao hon.”1,

“MJi lién hé gitta ngurdi Do Théi va thanh thi co hai y

‘nghia. Thanh phd cé anh hudng dén tri thong minh,
trong khi chinh nhitng ngudi Do Thai lai dugce dan déit

" Richardson Ken & Spears David (ed), S théng mink, Vin héa vi Chitng
toc, N.Y. Penguin, tr.72.
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tot cac db thi boi vi diéu dd gop phan thic ddy muru cau
vé tri tué caa ho.”

“Thé & thanh phé ¢6 g1 gitp cai thién tri thong minh
cla con nguot ma ¢ néng thon khong c6?” toi ban khoan.

“M0ot 161 song doi hoi chang ta ludn phai van dong,”
dng giai thich. “Cau d3 bao gio thi goi taxi ¢ New
York chwa? Viéc nay doi hoi phai ¢ mot d6 kheo léo
nhét dinh, kha ndng vtng bién va ca cach suy nghi sang
tao nira”.

“Hay day,” tbi cuoOi.

T6i hoan toan nghiém tic. Ai ma nghi chi can dung
bén dudng, vay vay mot canh tay la cd thé khién mot
chiéc taxi vang chée dd xich ngay lai thi ngudi dé hoan
toan khong thurc t&€ chut nao. Mot nguwoi New York thuc
thu sé vach ra han mot k& hoach dé& Vf‘iy taxi, gom co:
anh ta di dén chd nao, phai ding ¢ duong bén nao, va
dia diém tot nhat dé vay duoc mot chiée taxi - thuong
thi 1a trude cia khach san hodc cira hang mua sam.

Cude song thanh thi c6 mot muac dé dir doi doi hoi
nguoi ta phat phat trién sy khéo léo mang tinh chét song
con. Téi mudn ndi dén yéu cdu phai phan tng tic thi
trong nhitng tinh hudng cing thfing, voi nhiing hoan
canh bién ddi khong ngirng cia cudc sdng thanh thi.
Diéu nay Iuén dung véi bat cir nguoi dan thanh thi nao.
Dé1 voi nguoi Do Thai thi kha ning suy nghi va phan
utng tham chi con phai nhanh hon nhéng nguot khac boi
vi ho la thiéu s6. Nhirng dan toe thiéu s6, du la ai di
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chang nita, co mot loi thé' dé dang nhén thay so véi phan
déng dan s§ con lai — sy thi€u tién nghi, cam gidc tam
bg; mét gidac quan ma ho phai diu tranh d€ dat duoc va
bao vé s6 ménh cua minh. Nhitng khoé khan trong cubc
song o mot mdi truong khac nghiét gop phan phat trién
tri thong minh mang tinh chit s6ng con nay. Ciing giéng
nhu vi du vé chiéc taxi & New York, nguoi ta ltic nao
cling phai nghi trudc hai budc. La mt dan tHe thidu so,
nguoi Do Thai ludn phai danh gia diing vi thé va hiéu ro
nhitng diém manh cia minh khi phat trién mét chién
lugc dé cat canh trong nhitng thoi diém thuén lgi va
song sot trong nhiing giai doan cuc ky cam go. Bi quyét
duoc an gidu trong mirc ¢ tiép thu cai méi cao va khi
nang thich ng véi nhimg hoan canh thay d6i véi tdc
d chong mat.

Nhitng kinh nghiém cay ddng da day cho ho rang s&
ménh ciia ho la khong bao gio duoc tdn hudng su thoai
mai. Khong thoai mai va khong co gi dam bao vé tai
chinh. Bat it ai phai thich nghi véi nhitng ndi dau vé
mat tinh cam déu tré nén canh gidc va d€ y dén maoi
treong xung quanh minh hon. Nguoi Do Théi lam quen
voi nhimg dia diém ho dén gidng nhu cich ma mét con
chudt lam quen vdi mét con méo nha. Nhén tién, diéu
nay khong chi dp dung véi nguoi Do Thai. N6 cling
ding véi bat ar nguoi dan nao quyét dinh phai ‘nhip
gia tuy tuc.’ Day la mét trong nhitng ly do giai thich cho
viéc tai sao ti 1é sinh vién nguoi Trung Quéc thanh cong
tai cac truong dai hoc ciia MY lai cao dén vay.”
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Téi nghi vé nhing difu 6ng néi nhung khdng hiéu tai
sao moi thir déi vdi tdi van mu mo 1dm. “OK, dung la
cudc séng thanh thj budc ching ta phai suy nghi theo
mot cach co thé gitp ching ta ddi mat vdi su s61 ddng,
hoi ha cia né. Nhung, nhu 6ng va toi, chiing ta déu da
quen vai cude song thanh thi.”

“Va d6 chinh Ja gét chan Asin cua ching ta,” Samuel
dap lai.

“Nghia la sao?”

“Quen vt moi thir. Cam thdy thoadi mai,” dng giai
thich. “Chung ta cudi cung rdi sé quen v6i moi thi va
diéu d6 dat ra cho ban than ching ta va su phat trién tri
tué van dé Ion nhat.

“Néu c6 mét diéu ma nguoi ta ¢ thé hoc tir nhiang
kinh nghiém cay dang trong qua khit clia ngudi Do Thi
thi d6 chinh 13 nguyén tic cia sy thoai mai. Chung quy
lai, néu mudn phat tri€n tri théng minh va thanh dat
trong cudc song thi ban khing bao gi¢ duge cam thiy
hai léng, théa man hay dat dén dé thoai mai va dam
bao vé tai chinh! Con ngudi ta phai tiéh bd hang ngay,
lang thang ca vé thé xac va tinh than. Con ngur6i ma cam
thay thoai mai thi bo 6c ciing ngirng lam viée fudn. Khi
ta thdy thoai mai, ta sé chap nhan moi viéc nhur né von
6. Ta khoéng nghi dén ching nira. Ta chi la mét con
ngudi nho bé trong dam dong, chi biét di cing hudng
véi moi thi va cho rdng néu moi ngudi cung di mot
hudng thi chic chac d6 phai la huéng di ding.” Samuel
ngomg lai mot lat.
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“Tha vi that,” t&i [Am bam.

“Ciu biét day,” ong tidp tuc. “Freud da timg giai
thich ring dng cam thay chit Do Théi cia minh, khéng
phai bdi vi truyén thong hay long b hao dan tdc, ma bai
vi hai ddc difm ma &ng thdy con quy hon vang - ti do
khoi nhitng khuén mau niém tin xira cfi, nhitng niém tin
thuong ngén can con nguoi sir dung tri tué ciia minh, va
di nguoc lai diéu ma da s§ thuong lam.”

“Toi dang c6 nghi xem khong biét tit ca nhitng thi
nay c¢d ich gi cho cong viéc lam 3n ctia Jerome khéng,”
toi lo mo noi to. “Cau ta Ja anh chang ma t61 ké vai
ong ay.”

“Cau ta lam gi?” Samuel hoi.

T6i ké cho dng nghe vé day chuyén san xuit quan do
cua Jerome.

“Va cau ta kiém duoc tién tir cong viée d6 ha?”

“Cing binh thuong. Cdu dy <6 thu nhip on dinh.
Nhitng khich hang thurdong xuyén. S& khdng thé lam
giau duoc bang nghé d6, nhung nhu 6ng nodi, cdu ta
thay thoai mai. Nghé kiém séng ma.”

“Néu ciu ta thoai mai vdi s ménh cGia minh thi
chang <6 gi dé€ noi nira,” Samuel bat dau, “nhung néu
cau ta mudn cd nhiéu hon, ciu ta sé phai thay d6i.”

“Han da cd nghi ra vai sang kién méi nhung cha
ich gi.”

“CAau ta lam viéc o dau?” Samuel hoi.
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“Jerusalem.”
“Va cau ta suy nghi tat ca nhing diéu dé 6 dau?”

“(J Jerusalem, di nhién 1a th& rdi,” tdi cwot khic khich
vi s 16 bich ciia cau hoi.

Samuel lic dau. “Cau ¢ biét tai sao ching ta ngdi
day khong?” ong hoi, roi tiép ludn, “boi vi su thua cugce
cua mot anh chang da séng ¢ Jerusalem vai ndm roi. Va
tai sao arth ta lai thua? Boi vi anh ta cam th3y qua thoai
mdi va quen thudc véi thanh phd cia minh dén ndi mat
ca kha nang nhin thdy moi viéc.”

“Chinh xac 1a éng muén dan t6i dén dau day?” toi
mim cuoi ngurong ngung,.

“Cac giac quan cua cau da bj cun hét réil” ong quay
tro lai voi chu dé dang ndi. “Cau khong con thiy nhiing
diéu méi mé nita. Cau khong con kha niang suy nghi
mot cach sang tao vé nhiing diéu méi mé nita. Khi mét
nguoi ¢ mot noi qua lau thi anh ta sé tur tao ra cho minh
nhimg hang rao vé nhan thirc. Anh ta khong cé du sy
khich 1& boi vi anh ta da biét moi thit; chang con gi méi
mé dudi bau troi nay nita nén nhitng gidc quan cua anh
ta bi cn di. Anh ta can phai di lang thang va thay ddi
dia diém.”

“Cé phai dng dinh néi ring hdn'can phai mé mét van
phong nira & Tel Aviv chang?”

“Néu 1am duge thé thi t6t qua nhung cling ching cin
dén mot bude di xa dén vdy. Chi cdn cdu ta dong ndo &
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mot chd khéc 1a dG 16i. Su logic déng sau viéc ‘lang
thang’ chinh la thuc t& réng viéc di déh mét noi khac 6
thé tac dong dén chung ta theo mdt cach rat dic biét.

“Nhitng nghién ciru dugc thue hién trong phong thi
nghi€ém trén loai chudt cho thdy sy khéc biét rat tha vi
gilrta nhitng con chuét séng trong mot chiéc long ca doi
va nhiing con thurdong xuyén di chuyén tir noi nay sang
noi khac.”

“Nhimg con chuét ’lang thang’ thuong xuyén giap
duoc nhttng moi treomg ‘béo bd’, nhitng tac nhan kich
thich ludn thay déi — d6 choi, vat gy tiéng ddng, anh
sang, cac loai mui..., nhing con chudt nay thé hién mot
tri thong minh vuot tréi hon han. Sau khi nhiing con
chudt dé chét, nguoi ta thuc hién mot phan tich sdu hon
va phat hién ra re‘ing nao cua chiing phat trién hon trén
nhiéu phuong dién nhat dinh. Vé ndo, ching han, day
hon va day hon so vdi nhitng con chudt khong ¢é cac
kich thich, ham lugng caa mét s6 loai enzyme clng cao
hon,” &ng giai thich, nghe cd vé rat chuyén nghiép.

“Téi ching hiéu gi nhimg diéu 6ng noi, nhung cd vé
no ciing kha thuyét phuc day,” t6i dua tay day nhe cip
kinh lén, chitng to sit quan tdm cGa minh.

“Ngoai nhitng kich thich c6 thé nhin thdy duogc & mét

noi maéi,” éng tiép tuc, “co thé con kich hoat nhimg co
" ché phong vé can thiét bang cach mai gifia cac giac quan,
tang cuodng kha nang tiép thu va thic day su sing tao,
tit cA nhitng thit nay nhim muc dich gitip ta 461 mit véi
hoan canh mdi. Céi nay thi khéng can phai c6. N6 thudc
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vé tir nhién rdi. Ai di nudéc ngoai vé déu biét dén cam
gidc d6. LAy cau lam vi du ching han. Khi ciu quay tro
vé Israel sau khi & nwéc ngoai mét thoi gian, c6 dung la
cdu cam thiy minh timg trai hon khéng? Cau cam thdy
minh da ¢é thém nhiéu kinh nghiém séng va thiy duoc
nhimg diéu méi me. Ciu thiy minh théng minh va khéo
1éo hon, dung khong?”

“Ong biét hét nhitng tht d6 r3i,” t&i mim cudi
ngurong nghiu.

“Long tw ton cua cdu ciing cao 1én,” 6ng tiép, “badi vi '
cau thay rfmg néu ta da & London hay Paris sudn sé dén
vay thi lam sao & Givatayim hay Netanya lai ¢6 thé ¢6
chuyén gi khé khan duge chit?! Khi cdu quay tro vé tir
nudc ngodi, ciu thdy minh ‘vi dai hon” vé tinh than va
tri luc. Béng nhién moi thie khéc di mdt chit.”

“Vay tuac 13, khi ta cam thay minh tré nén ‘nho bé’, ta
cn phai dén mét noi nao do khac trong vai ngay,” ti cd@
tom lai nhitng diéu ong noi.

“Chinh xac,” ong khfing dinh. “Ai cling trai qua mét
thoi ky véi cam giac bi mac ket, vé dung hay nham chan.
Khi d6, nguoi ta c6 it déng luc d€ 8 gang hon. Tuong
lai dudng nhw mo mit, nhue mdt ¢b xe sa 1ay ma chang c6
con ngwa nao ¢ d6 dé kéo no 1én durgc.”

“Pring, chinh 1a cai cam giac do.”
“Nhung su thiee 1& c6 mét con ngwa nhir thé. N6 co
tén 1a ‘Thanh phd Lén,’ va né khdng nhat thiét phai ¢
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nuoc ngoai. N6 ¢6 thé la mét thanh phd khéc trong
chinh dat nudc ta dang sdng. Van dé cot yéu 6 day la ta
can phai di dén mdt noi khac. Bat cit ai mudhn phat trién
sw sang tao va thanh cong déu can phai rdi xa sir thoai
mai noi cai té ciia minh.”

“Nghe gidng nhur doc truyén cudi ngdy xua nhi,
‘Dinh nghia mét chuyén gia la gi?’” t6i nhé lai.

“Dinh nghia mét chuyén gia la gi?” Samuel nhic lai.

“Mot nguroi di ra khoi thi tran.”

“Didu d6 hoan toan dang,” 6ng mim cudi. “Co mot
cdu ndi ctia ngudi Do Théi, ‘O thanh phd anh ta sdng
khong ¢6 nha tién tri.” Mot nguoi khong thé thanh cong
trong thanh phd minh sng boi vi ¢ dé ai cang biét
nhitng sai [dm cita anh ta. Chi khi dén mot noi khac, noi
anh ta hoan toan thoat khoi nhitng xiéng xich, nhitng y
niém xd hoi duge hinh thanh tir trirde hay theo cach néi
cia cau, nhitng kha nang thuc sir ctia anh ta. Nguwoi Do
Thai thanh cong bdi vi ho la nhitng ngudi ngoai. La mot
nguoi ngoai, ban khong phéi quan tim dén hién trang,
diéu nay gitp ban chdp nhan nhitmg nguy co va thi
nhitng diéu mét me.”

“Co mot loai rugu téo tén la ‘Nguoi ngoai,”” t6i ndi to
va ngay sau d6 thdy héi han vi da budt miéng néi suy
nghi clia minh thanh [o1. Mét tiéng thao ludn cac van dé
tri tué bat dau anh hudng dén toi r6i day.

“Rét vui duoc biét théng tin d6,” dng mim cuoi vé
giéu cot. “Nhung cd nhitng vi du thuc t& v& nhitng
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nguoi ngoai da duoc dua vao lich st,” éng noi tiép.
“Nhu Napoleon, Karl Marx hay tham chi 1a Hitler ching
han, mot cai tén ddng nguyén raa.”

“Ong néi ‘ngurdi ngoai’ tirc 1a sao?”

“Napoleon Bonaparte, ching han, khong phai la
ngudi Phap hoan toan. Ong sinh ra & dao Corsica clia
Italia, ¢4 b6 me déu la ngudi Italia, sau nay ho mdi
chuyén dén Phép.

“Karl Marx la mét ngudi Duc nhap cu vao London,
va ¢ d6 6ng da viét nén ban tuyén ngén clia minh, sau
nay dugc nhitng ngudi X6-viét goi la chii nghia Marx.
Ban than Marx thdm chi con chua bao gio dit chan
dén Nga!”

“Va Hitler 1a ngueoi Ao chiz khéng phai ngudi Dric.”

“Hoan toan chinh xac! Mét sut thit ma nguoi Ao luon
<0 ging che gial. O noi hdn sinh ra, hin cam thiy qua
that vong, chinh vi vy hin ¢ nhip cur vao Dic va thir
van may cua minh tai noi moi. O dé hién da lam nén van
may I6n. R4t 16n.” Samuel mim mdi. Ong dubi ngudi
trén ghé va ho vai tiéng mét moi. “Du sao, thay déi dia
diém [a mgt di€u thiét yéu. Nhiéu ngwdi thit bai ¢ noi
nay nhung lai da [am nén chuyén & mét noi khéac.”

“Noi cach khéc, dé Jerome suy nghi tich cuc va sang
tao hon vé trién vong tuong lai cia minh, han can phai
dén mot noi nao dé khdng quen thudc.”

“Chinh xac,” Samuel git ddu ddng tinh.
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“Va néu t6i mudn tiép tuc tip trung vao cudc tro
chuyén nay,” toi nghiéng ngudi v€ phia éng, “tdi can
phai dén mdt noi.”

Samuel c& hiéu y toi.

“T6i cln phai dén nha vé sinh,” t6i mim cudi khi
dimg day.

Canh nha vé sinh, toi thdy c6 mdt may dién thoai
cong cOng. Toi ding lai mét 1lat, khong phai boi vi tot
chua timg thdy may dién thoai dé gan toa-lét bao gio —
thure té thi nguoc lai méi ding - vi t6i da nhin thdy qua
nhiéu may dién thoat d& gan nha vé sinh trong cac nha
hang déh ndi téi tu hoi hay la cac nghién ciru vé tiép thi
da chi ra rang khi bugc phai ‘chét di trong d6” thi nguoi
ta sé cam thady mdt khao khat méanh liét dugc goi cho
ban bé than thich chiang. Ma thoi, t5i chot hiéu diéu
minh phai lam ngay liic nay.

Téi 18y may dién thoai di ddng ra va bam sé.

O dau day bén kia, mot giong noi lac quan tra 1oi sau
vai héi chudng.

“Teromikins,” t6i bat dau.

“O la la!” han nhén ra giong t6i. “Bonsoir, mon ami.!?
Vily do gi ma td lai ¢6 cai vinh dy dwgc nhan cude dién
thoai vao gio nay nhi?”

“T¢ mudn cdu dén gap to ¢ Paris ngay ngay mai.”

15 Tiéng Phép, cd nghla la: Xin chao, ban ciia tdi.
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Im ldng.

“Moi chuyén on ch?”

“On ca. Ctk coi day nhu 1a béc d8ng di. V& cai du an
nho nho ca bon minh 8y ma,” ti giai thich.

“Cau mudn minh bay dén Paris ngay sang mai ha?”

Y

“¥1 dur an nho nhé ctia ching ta.”

(g

Im lang.

“Paris, ngay mai?”

o}

Jerome bit ddu 1dm bam cai gi d6 kiéu nhu bi nhiéu
song, khdng hidu nsi. “HOUSTON, CHUNG TA CO

CHUYEN DAY...” at ca tiéng ‘nhiéu séng’ “Cau c6
dang bi kich dong khong day?”

“Té mudn cau gdp mot ngudi, va cdu phai gip ong
dy 0 day, Paris nay, gdp truc tiép, quan trong 13m,” t6i
giai thich.

“Cau ndi nghiém tic ddy ha? Cau mudn té quing di
800 do-la vi viéc nay ha?”

“V6i modt nguoi du dinh kiém 50 triéu do-la thi té
nghi 800 dé-la com dau co nghia ly gi,” t6i tra 10i, c&
géng to ra tur tin hon suy nght that caa minh. “"Ma con
nira, cdu da timg lam nhitng diéu ty phat nhu thé nay
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bao nhiéu lan roi. Théi, dén ddy di. Té tinh c& ¢6 mét
diéu ngac nhién cho ciu...”

Khi t0i quay trd lai ban, t6i ldy ra mét manh gidy nho
ra va viét 1én d6 nguyén tic thir hai cia tri théng minh
Do Thai:

Nguyén tic ciia ngudi sdng sot — Khéng bao gid
dugc cam thay thoai mai. Hiy ti€p tuc lang thang, c&
vé th& xac va tinh than, dé€ trai nghiém nhimg diéu
moi mé. T6i nodi chuyén tiép voi Samuel khoang mét
tiéng nira roi ching t6i chia tay va hen gip nhau vao
t6i hom sau.

Ding hai gi¢r chiéu hém sau, Jerome xuét hién & cira
phong toi tai khach san Saint Paul vdi mét chiéc tui nho
dat dudi chan. “Jerome Vi dai” da lam duorc.



Tai sao nguoi Do Thai
luén tra loi
mét cau héi bang
mét cau hoi khadc?
T thing minh i con ngudi  dat sdng da Chita i

thdm nhédp vao no¥ ddy cing cda moi thi”

~Thanh ngit A Rép

& do pha kin via he. Mt troi da gén nhu l3n
han khi chiing t5i thu thai tan bd doc theo
v b sONg Seine.
“Cit nhu di trén lop khoai tiy chién ay,” Jerome noi.
Téi kéo phéc-mo-tuya tai khoac va 18y ra mot chiée
phong bi mau trang tir i trong,
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“Difu ngac nhién cho cdu déy,” toi dua chiéc phong
bi cho han.

Jerome cudi toe toét va xé ngay chiéc phong bi ra.

“Tr&i a, khong thé tin dugc!” han hét 1én khi nhin
thdy hai chiéc vé trén tay. “Paris San Germain va
Marseille.” Han v vai t6i ndng nhiét. “Cam on nhé. Di
xem bong da tai Paris thay vi & san van dong Teddy
Kollek ¢ Jerusalem. Cu mang dén cho té ngay hoang
kim r6i day.”

Khi béng t6i phu kin thanh phd thi chiing t6i da dén
Pai 1§ San Michelle. Hang doan khach du lich di dao
chat kin duong phd. Chung t6i bang qua hét ddm dong
va muoi phat sau, thdy minh trong mot con hém nho,
tinh lang.

‘Café Terrace,” quan ca phé duy nhat trong con hém,
tira nhir biedc ra tir mot bire tranh cia Van Gogh vay.

Samuel dang ngdi & mot chiéc ban trude quan cho
ching t6i. Téi nhin ddng hd, mim cudi va bt tay chao
Samuel.

“Toi dén day dugc ndm phut 16i,” Samuel giai thich
va dua tay v€ phia Jerome. “Téi 1a Samuel. Rat vui duoc
gap cau.”

“T6i 1a Jerome,” hin bét tay Samuel. ”Ong di loanh
quanh khap noi véi chiéc mit Do Thai nay ma khong so
a?” Jerome hoi, van thiéu t& nhi nhu thudng 1é.

Samuel phd 1én cuoi. Ro rang cau hdi nay khéng lam
ong ling ting.
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“Thé& céu di loanh quanh v§i chiéc 4o in hinh Jacque
Chirac thé' nay khong khong s¢ 4?”

“Toi nghi la dan Phap sé thich no.” Jerome chi vao
Samuel khi hdn quay lai phia t6i. “Ong ban nay duoc
d&y.” Jerome ngdi xudng.

“Cau van hay néi thé' véi ngudi vita méi quen ha?”
to1 hoi.

“T&t nhién la khéng rdi. Thudng thi té hdi xem ho ¢6
biét ¢6 ndng dé thuong nio d6 c6 thé hing tha véi t&
khéng... thé 6ng cd biét ¢d nao khong?”

Jerome co rat it kha nang ki€ém ché’ Gid t6i méi nhé ra.
“Th& chinh xdc la cdu tim nguoi nhuir thé nao?”
Samuel tam tim cudi.

Jerome ngdi thing lai va dit tay 1én ban. “O, t6i tim
mot cd nang xinh dep, thong minh, c6 khiéu hai hude, co
cd phan cia Microsoft va Yahoo! tir nam 1987. Va cuéi
cung, theo thién y cha téi, phai gép phén quan trong cho
mot mdi quan hé tot dep.”

“Cau ta cing duoc day,” Samuel nédi vdi toi.

“O, vay thi, toi rat vui vi budi hen ho diu tién da
thanh cong,” t6i ddu hang.

T6i khong biét liéu Samuel 6 chudn bi dé tiép tuc
cudc tro chuyén cua chung téi hdm truede khong, hay
chi la tinh co théi, nhung ching t6i da tién dénh mot
nguyén tic khac lién quan dén tri théng minh cua
nguroi Do Thai.



106 TRiTUE DO THAI

Samuel ca ngoi Jerome vi quyét dinh cia han, cho
han mét vai loi kKhuyén rdi hoi, “Céu ¢ biét tai sao
nguoi Do Thai ludn trd 161 mét cau hoi bang mot cau hoi
khac khéng?”

Sao ho lai khong nén lam thé ch?” Jerome mim cuoi.

“Di nhién, ai cling biét Ia thé, nhung nghiém tic day,
6 hin mot triét ly dua trén diéu nay. Hém qua Eran da
ké cho tdi nghe v€ du an cia cac cdu, va trén duong vé
khach san, t6i nght réng mot trong nhimng nguyén ly co
ban cua tri théng minh Do Thai d6 la sy quan tdm danh
cho viéc hoc hanh va gido duc. Ai cling ¢c6 mot khao
khat co ban la duoc hiéu biét nhung khong phai xa héi
nao cling wu tién cho gido due. Ching thidu gi ly do dé
bién hd che viée nay: ho khéng c6 tién, va néu ¢é di nira
thi co vé dau tw sd tién d6 vao phat trién kinh & sé co
nghia hon nhiéu so vdi dau tw vao sach vo, truong 16p
hay cac thir “xa hoa’ khac.

“Nhung nguoi Do Thai thi khac. Mot nguoi cd thé
song ma khong co vat chat nhung khong thé song trong
su ngu dét.

Trong sudt lich sir, ngwoi Do Thai ludn sdng &
nhitng noi toi tan. Ma ngay ca ngay nay ciing vay, néu
nhin vao nhiitng khu Do Thai chinh théng - ngay @
Jerusalem hay Bnei Barak — s& thay rang hau hét ho déu
song dudi mic ngheo khé. Mot cau bé co thé khong co
ndi mot miéng thit nhung khong thé khong ¢6 sach vo.
B6 me ciu bé cd thé ch?mg kiém duge dong nao khi lam
gidao vién ban thoi gian nhung ddi lai, ho sé nhan dugc
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nhitng diéu quy gia hon - sy kinh trong va danh du.
Dé cao viéc hoc hanh [3 mét gia tri rat cao ddi vdi
nguai Do Thai.

“Vi vy, nhitng nha linh dao Do Thai hiéu ring
tirong lai cia dac Do Thai dua vao giao duc. Giao duc
quan trong dén ndi mét trong nhimg thdy dao cip cao
con thira nhan rdng ong ta thich hoc kinh Torah hon bat
cit bén phén nao khdc, trong d6 ¢ viée chim lo chuyén
& t& hang ngay. Sau d6, mét triét Iy cua ngwedi Do Théi
da dwgc phét trién ‘Thé gidi diroc ching dé boi ba diéu:
Torah, cong vigc va long tir thién.” D& y ma xem, gido duc
dung dau danh sach d6 day.”

“Thirc &n ngon va nhimng tran bong da nira chit,”
Jerome bd sung. “Néu ban mubn thé gioi 6n dinh hon
nira va dugc ching da tot hon trén nén tang nam didu.”

“Di€u ma c6 thé nguoi Do Thai khéng biét hay it nhat
la ho khong nghi sé xay ra d6 la viéc ho di dit nén
méng cho sw phét trién cta tri théng minh cia ca c4
nhén va tap thé. Nguoi Do Thai tap trung vio viée st
dung cai diu, sau dé mdi dén chan tay. D6 la mét ly do
nira giai thich tai sao hdu hét ngudi Do Thai d8u [am
viéc trong nhitng nganh it doi hoi van déng ma chit yéu
doi hoi tri ¢ nhu y khoa, thuong mai, luat, v.v... D6
cung la Iy do tai sao ¢6 rat it van déng vién ndi tiéng
nguoi Do Thai. Phat trién tri 6c ludn di trude phét trién
than thé.”

“Rét nhiéu nghién ctru da chi ra ring s dung b6 nao,
tirc la suy nghi nhiéu, sé gitp phat trién tri thong minh.

107
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Néu ban lam nhitng viéc mang tinh may maéc nhur la hai
ca chua hay nhimg viéc it doi héi suy nghi, sang tao thi
rdt ¢6 kha nédng sé bi teo ndo.”

“Pung 161 d6,” t6i dong v. “Hoi ¢ khu dinh cu, t6i
cling da nghi y nhu thé.”

“Cau da timg song & khu dinh cu ha?” Samuel hdi co
vé ngac nhién.

“Dlng vay. Ca Jerome ciing thé” toi tra loi ddy
tu hao.

“Tdi cing da tong lam tinh nguyén vién 6 mot khu
dinh cw,” Samuel tra 1oi thoa man, “ma... dgi chit. Thé
héi o khu dinh cu 8y, cau nghi gi?”

“Oi, cha ¢6 gi dau. Chi 1a ching t6i lam nhiing céng
viéc nha nong ki€u nhu nhit ca chua, dua hau, hanh va
khoang ndm muoi loai rau ci qua khac. Téi nho la sau
hai ndm lam cong viée nhat nhanh d6, t6i chi mudn nhat
nhitng thit nhu kiéu hoa tai, bong dén, béng bay... Noi
tom lai — khéng phai 1a t6t mudn xic pham nhitng nguoi
nong dan dau, cd Chua chitng gidm - nhung rd rang la
nhit ci chua thue sy khéng doi hoi nhiéu suy nghi 13m.

“Ngay ca viéc vit sira bd, mét cong viée dugc coi la
thi vi hon nhiéu, thi cong doan can dén bd 6c nhat ciing
.chi 13 nhd dit chi€c éng hiit vao vi con bo chir khéng
phai vao chd nao khac. Tat nhién, dé hoan thanh dugc
cong viée do6, dau tién ban phai tim dwoc v con bo da.
Va, thém nita, phai nhd duwa mdi con tro lai ding
chudng va cai then ctta - viéc nay thi thinh thoang toi
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van hay quén. Nhung dir gi, khoang thdi gian & khu
dinh ctr 1a mdt trong nhitng giai doan t5t dep nhat trong
cubc doi toi vi toi chéng cén phéi nghi ngei gi hét...”

“Cau not cling ding” Samuel mim cudi. “Ddi khi,
khong nghi gi lai t6t, néu nguoi ta da chon nhuw thé. Nhung
ta cé quyén quyét dinh minh mudn ca ngay lam cbng viée
nhét ca chua nham chan hay dau tu thoi gian cho phat trién
tri ndo va dau tranh véi sir don diéu, budn te.”

“Dén lic bay muoi thi ching lam dwoc gi nita,”
Jerome I&m b&m.

“Hute. Tudi tac cha lién quan gi hét.”

“Khong lién quan sa0?” Long may toi rudén lén day
thic mac.

“Hoan toan dung.” Samuel cham rai gat gu. “Con
nguoi c6 thé hoc tap va phat trién bd 6c & bat of lira tudi
nao. Nhu dai td Sanders, nguoi sing 1ap ra KFC, mét
trong nhimg chudi cira hang 46 &n nhanh phat dat nhat
the gidi, dén tan tudi séu muoi mdi thanh lap hang day.”

Jerome dua tay 1én ma. “Toi nghi chic minh sé vé
huru & tudi ndm maroi thoi.”

“Céd mot diéu con tha vi hon,” Samuel tié"p tue, “do la
nguedi Do Théi ¢6 mét phuong phap rat hidu qua dé kich
thich nao bg. Phuong phdp can nhic.”

“Hoi va dap,” t6i déng dac tuyén bd.
“Céu ¢ nhd tdi da hoi ciu tai sao ngudi Do Thai ludn
trd 16i mét cdu hoi bing mét cau hai khic khong?”
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Samuel quay sang Jerome. “Bdi vi ho dirge day nhu thé
va d6 la thoi quen da truyén lai qua nhiéu thé hé.”

“Pao Do Thai ¢ mot nguyén tic la khong bao gid
duoc coi bt ar diéu gi la chuyén dueong nhién, tham chi
ca nhitng ménh lénh nghiém khic va co ban nhat. Cho
du ménh lénh ¢6 dén tir ddu thi ngwoi Do Thdi cling
luén khao khat dugce hiéu tai sao ho phai hanh déng
nhur the va logic ddng sau mdi ménh lénh la gi. Sinh vién
treong dao khdng phai ar mii quéng chdp nhén tat ca
nhitng diéu thiy dao noi nhw nhitng 161 thanh truyén
ma khoéng co6 gi ching minh cho nhiing 161 d6. Ho dugc
quyén tranh ludn véi nguoi day minh va duoc khuyén
khich dua ra ciu hoi néu ho nghi rang hanh dong cta
thdy dao di ngurgc lai nhitng diéu ho duoc hoc. Mot gido
vién may man 1 ngudi duge day nhitng sinh vién ¢
kha nang gitp minh hiéu biét hon nho nhitng cau hoi
cia sinh vién va viéc tra 16i nhitng cau hoi dé. Do cling
la ly do vi sao sach Talmud lai dong mot vai trd quan
trong dén vay trong cude sdng ctia nguoi Do Thai. Do 1a
mot tac phdm khéng c6 diém bat ddu va cing khong o
diém két thiic. Khong ¢ cai goi la cau tra 10i cudi cling
va ai cling c6 thé bat dau mét cudc thao luan tai bat a
diém nao trong d6, tham chi ca nhitng diém da dwoc tat

& moi ngudi ‘chdp nhdn.” Hoc tap khéng phai la hoc
thudc nhu vet nhitng di€u v€ qua khir ma phai la 1oi moi
goi thao ludn vé trong lai.”

“Khéng duoc coi bat cir difu gi 1a hién nhién,”
Jerome két luan.
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“Pung vay,” Samuel khg’mg dinh. “Ban cdn phai
ki€ém tra tat ca, nghién ctu va dua 1a nhitng cdu hoi,
Chung ta thuong chap nhan nhiéu diéu ma khong xem
xét chi€u sau caa nhitng diéu d6, va chinh vi thé ma
cudi cing ching ta sdhg véi tat nhifu quan diém sai
lam. T6i sé cho moi ngudi mdt vi du.” Ong ngiing lai
nghi mét luc.

“Cau 6 biét cau chuyén Adam va Eva bj truc xuat
khot vueon dia dang khi Eva xti giuc Adam can mot
miéng tao cdm khong?”

“Co chit,” toi tra 1oi.

“Hay ké ciu chuyén d6 véi mot hoc sinh truong dao
va t6i chic chdn mét didu 13 cau hoc sinh dé sé nhay
dung [én... ai bao do Ja trai tdo cha?”

“U, phai r8i,” Jerome mim cudi. “That ra né la ‘mot
trai hai tir cay tri thike.””

“Chinh xéac, va cac nha hién triét cho rang ‘trai’ 46 rat
c6 the la nho hoiic sung vi ching ta biét rang sau dé
Adam va Eva pht ddy minh 12 sung.” Samuel mim cudi.

“Cuang gidng nhu hdp den &y nhi,” Jerome néi to suy
nghi ciia minh.

“T¢ cha thay lién quan gt hét,” t6i noi.

“Céai hop d6 thue ra dau phai mau den. N6 mau da
cam ma, d€ cho dé tim.” Jerome da cho ching t6i mot vi
du v€ mot diéu chung t5i cir tuong minh biét trong khi
thure ra khéng hé biét.
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“Chung quy lai, t6i mudn giai thich cho thue té&
ring viéc hoc hanh ctia ngudi Do Thai dua trén nhitng
cau héi, nghién ciru, tranh ludn va xem xét chiéu siu,
chiéu rong cua moi van dé. Phuong phap nay la mét
thit tai san c6 dong gdp rat 1on vao tri tué va kha nang
riit ra nhitng két ludn chinh xac cia ngwoi Do Thai”
Ong quay qua Jerome. “Trudc khi cdu budc vao mét
st kién mai, ddm phdn cdng viéc lam &n hay don gian
chi 1a dén thim mét chd ndo d6 méi la, hay dua ra
nhitng cau hoi. Bing cich nay, ciu cd thé bién mot
tinh hudng nan giai véi hang ti thit khong biét thanh
mdt difu quen thudc véi cam gide minh cd thé kiém
soat diroc moi thit. Gilta tri thize va sy tw tin ¢6 moi
quan hé rat mat thiét.”

Dién thoai cuia Jerome bit ddu dS chudng. Hin tuc
tung tat ca cac tii d& tim chiéc dién thoai. Hin vira tim
thay thi chudng nging kéu. Hén nhin chdm cham vao
man hinh.

“S8 may da bi chan. Tuyét that, va trong nira tiéng toi,
minh s& phai ban rén nghi xem do6 6 thé 14 ai duoc”
Hain tat dién thoai.

“Lac quan 1én nao,” t6i noi.

“C6 thé cau khong biét duge d6 la ai nhung viéc cd

" géng suy nghi & lam bg 6c ciu sic sao hon.”

“Bidu nay lam t6i nhé dén cau chuyén vé mot cau beé
v 6ng bd co lién quan dén viéc hoc hanh va nhimng cau
hoi,” Jerome ngat 101, “C6 ai nghe chua?”
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“Chéc la chua du... Cau ké di.”

Jerome mim cudi va ngoi thang day. “Mot cau bé dén
chd b6 va hoi, "Tai sao bau troi lai mau xanh?’ BS ciu tra
loi rang Ong khéng biét. Sau vai phut cau bé hoi,
‘Duong kinh cia trai dat 1a bao nhiéu?’ Ong b8 gai dau
va noi, ‘Do 1a mot cau héi khé, sao con khéng thir tra
trong sach xem?’” Mot vai phit sau nita, chu bé lai hoi,
“Tai sao con voi lai cd cai voi dai thé? ‘Con traj a, bd
khong biét.” Cudi cling, cau bé quay sang b3 va noi, “The
b cé bue minh vi con héi nhifu qua khéng? ‘Di nhién
1a khéng 18i,” dng bd tra 101, ‘Né&u con khéng hoi thi lam
sao con hoc dergc?”

Samuel cudi va t néi véi minh, “Minh phai nhé cau
chuyén nay méi dirge.”

Jerome nga ngudi tea vao ghé, bit chéo chan va nhin
cham chim vao mot cdp vo chong gid di ngoai phd.
“Ong ¢6 vi du ndo vé mét cau hoi kiu Talmud khong?”

Samuel nghi mét [tc. “Cé hai tén trém dot nhap vao
mét ngdi nha qua dng khoéi. Mt mat tén bi den st day bo
héng con tén kia thi mit mii van sach nguyeén. Thé ciu
nghi tén nao di rra mt?”

Samuel nhan vai, “Téi dodn chic tén mat ban.”

Samuel lic dau. “Ciu duea ra két luan ma khéng nghi
ngoi chiit nao. Tén mit ban sé nhin mit tén dong pham
ctia hin, thiy mot khudn mit sach s& va nghi rang mat
hin cung sach nhu thé. Con tén kia sé nhin tén mat ban
va cho rang mit minh cung bi ban. Tén thir hai mai 13
ngueoi sé di tim chd rira mit.”
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“U, dung rdi,” Jerome mim cirdi. Hin nhin ra duong
va ngbdi ngdm nghi mét lac. “Nhung ma... sao hai tén
cling truot xudng ong khoi ma mot tén lai chui ra vii
khudn mat sach sé dugce cha?”

Samuel gio ngén tay cai 1én va nhdy mat voi han.
“CAu hoi cua ciu chimg to cdu cd kha ndng hoc
Talmud day.”

Téi luc tai 4o va tim thdy mdt manh gidy nho. Toi
muon Jerome chiée bat dit tién lac nao hin ciing @&
trong ti ao trai va viét:

D¢ hoc tip m3i mii, hiy dua ra nhitng cau hdi va
khéng bao gid duwgc coi bat air dieu gi la chuyén
hién nhién.

“Bran chiu trach nhiém thu thdp moi thong tin cho
cuén sach,” Jerome gidi thich. “Téi thi nhan vai tro dé
dang hon nhiéu. Chi can thyc hién moi tha thol” Han
mim cudi nguong nghiu.

“Ma nhan tién,” Samuel tiép tuc dong suy nghi, “khi
cau dwra ra nhimg cdu hoi, cau ¢ co kha nang nhan ra
nhitng thay d&i ¢in ¢ trong thuc tai, nhw cai bang dan
trén tay cau kia chéing han. Khi do6, cau sé thyc sur c6 kha
nang thay ddi tirong lai cia minh.”

Jerome xem xét cai bang tay mot lic. “Cai bang tay
cta toi thi cd van dé gi chir?”
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vét thuong khong?” Samuel hoi Jerome.
“Hang ti 1dn rdi phai khong?”

Jerome gat dau.

“Chu 6 bao gid quan sat that kj chiéc bang dan
khdng? Chic la khéng rdi boi vi cha 6 1y do gi d& di
quan tam t6i mot thir don gian va 10 rang dén vay. The
gioi da dung bing dén gan bay muoi ndm nay réi nhung
chi khodng mét thap ky tro lai ddy moi o6 mot nguoi &'y
thdy mot diéu ma ching ta cho 13 hién nhién: tat ca cac
loai biing dén déu cung mdét maa da kem. Trong subt siu
muoi ndm, tit ca moi ngudi, khdng can biét mau da gl
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déu sir dung chiéc bang dan co mau tiéu chuan do va
chip nhin nd nhu mét thire té. Phai mat sdu muol ndm,
ngudi ta méi dat ra cdu hoi, ‘Sao khéng lam bang dan
mau tdi hon cho nhitng ngudi da tdi?” Va vi thé, chi trong
mot thap ky tro lai ddy, cic cong ty mdi bat dau cai thién
quan niém vé chiéc bing dan va san xuat nhitng loai
bang ¢6 nhifu mau sdc hon. Sau muoi nam do!

“Phai mat vai trdm ndm céc nha san xuat nudc sot
méi tu héi chinh minh, ‘Sao ngudi dung et phai doc
ngueoc chai thuy tinh lén chi & 1ay ra vai giot nudc sot t
teo ch? Vi chinh vi vay, trong vai nim qua, mot sd
nhi san xudt di bit dau san xudt nhing chai nude sot
bing nhua bop dirge va ¢é hinh ap xudng. Hang trigu
ngudi gio day di co the thuong thire nude st ma khong
phai trdy trua ca tay vi ddc chai.” Samuel mim o,

“T6i cd cam gidc la dng dang mudn dan dén mot didu
gi do,” Jerome than trong.

“T4t nhién. Téi mudn ndi rdng ching can thiét phai
phat minh mét loai banh xe khic lam gi. Nhimg phat
minh vi dai nhat caa loai ngudi déu chi 1a viée cai tién
nhitng cai c6 sin. Cai tién ¢ day mang y nghia la dung
nhitng cai cd sdn va tim cich lam cho ching don gian
hon, dé st dung hon va hiéu qua hon.”

Jerome cAm &ng mudi 1én va xem xét mot hoi. “Xem
nao,” hin bt ddu. “Ld can rong hon d&€ mudi khoi bi
tic lai.”

“Khéng té chat nao,” Samuel mim cuol.
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“Cai nay c6 lién hé gi déh trf thong minh Do Théi
khong vay?” Jerome héi.

“C6 chuy, it nhiéu lién quan,” Samuel khing dinh.
Chung ta da noi dén viéc ngudi Do Thai phat trién
mot thir ban ning sinh ton ddi hoi ho phai dé y rat ky
dén sy thay d6i khong ngung clia hoan canh xung
quanh minh, kha ndng thich ung véi nhiing thay d6i
nay va mot nguyén tic can ban d¢ la khéng duoc coi
bat ct di€u gi 1a hién nhién. Nguoi Do Thai luén <&
gfmg gilr mot bd dc¢ ¢dt mo. S coi mo nay cho he mét
hiéu biét quan trong - khéng viéc gi phai phat minh ra
mot loai banh xe khac. C st dung cai da ¢d san theo
cach phit hop véi nhu cdu cia minh nhat. Tat nhién,
nhié¢u nguoi Do Thai di b nhitng y tuang tic déng
dén toan nhan loai nhung ho ciing dt khon ngoan dé
tiép thu nhimg tinh hoa ctia cac nén vin héa va nhirng
con ngum song quanh ho, d€ ddp tng nhu ciu cua
minh. O mét khia canh nao dé, ho la nhitng nguoi bit
chiréc sdng tao.”

“Nhitng nguoi bat chude sang tao?” tdi ndi.

“Mét ngudi bit chude sang tao 1a nguoi dp dung ¢
hiéu qua mét thir da 6 sén dé phir hop véi nhu cdu cla
minh va cai tién thit d6. Mdt tim dém chi 1a mot chide
chitu duoc cai tiéh, mdt chiée & 6 chi Ia mot chiéc xe
ngura tinh vi...”

“Va George W. Bush chi la phién ban t&t hon cua
George. W. H. Bush,” Jerome ngat 1oi.
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“Chinh xac thi nguoi Do Thai da hoc tap nhig gi tir
cac nén van hoa khac?” t6i hoi.

“Ho di hoc cach cay cudc va xdy nha tu nguoi
Canaanite, va ho cling van dung nhung diéu luat lién
quan dén viéc ban va cho thué d4t. Noi tom lai, hdu hét
cac luat 1é ctia nén vin minh déu duogc tiép thu tlr nguoi
Canaanite.”

“Thé con giai doan sau nay thi sao?”

Samuel ngdm nghi mdt luc. “Ngon ngly Do Thai - ca
vist va néi — 1a su cai tién tiéng Aramaic chia nguoi Syri
va ngdn ngit clia nguoi Canaanite. Rt nhiéu tir dwoc 18y
tr tiéng A Rap va Ba Tw.” Samuel git ddu mim cudi.
“Tiéng, A Rép la mot ngdn ngix giau va dep, va néu ciu
biét doc tiéng A Rép, cau sé co thé thuong thirc nhitng
bii tho A Rép tuyét voi cua Jubran Halil Jubran, Naguib
Mahfouz va Taha Husscin.”

Samuel im lang mt lic, nhin cham chdm xudng ban
ngam nghi. Jerome 1dy chiéc do khoac dang vit trén
thanh ghé va nhe nhang xo tay vao. Mbt con gi6 thu ua
dén chd chiing t8i. Bdu trdi dém khéng c6 18y mot gon
may. T6i nhin 1én biu trdi ddy sao sang 1ap lanh.

“Pém day sao...” t6i 1am bam. “Khong biét Van
Gogh ¢6 ngoi & quan Café Terrace nay khi nghi dén viéc
sang tao nén kiét tac ctia minh khong nhi?”

“Pém, dém day sao...” Jerome bit dau w (r bai hat
cling ndi tiéng khong kém. “Khong biét co phai Don
McLean lam béi ban cho 6ng 4y khéng nhi?” hin dua.
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“Do6 1a mot vi du nira, Nguoi Do Théi tiép nhan
nhitng difu ho thdy xung quanh minh va bién ddi chung
cho phtt hop véi thé gidi cta ho, Don Mclean di ldy vy
tuong tir mot bure tranh tuyét voi, kiét tac cua mot hoa si
vi dai va bién né thanh mét phan trong thé gidi cua
minh — &ng da chuyén né thanh mét bai hat co tén
“Vincent'... Vincent Van Gogh.”

“Ngudng md qud,” Jerome tan duong hiéu biét vé am
nhac cia Samuel.

”A, con mét dibu nita. Ngay Sabbath.”
“Ngay do thi sao?” Jerome hoi.

“MOot ngay chia sy thanh than... Theo mot gido si
ngudi My thi nguoi Babylon méi 1 nhitng nguoi nght ra
y tuong vé ngay Sabbath nhung chinh ngudi Do Thai lai
la nhitng ngudi dem dén cho né siic sdng va mét linh
hén. Day la mét sy bit chudc thanh cdng déh mic
khong con dau vét gi ciia phién ban Babylon.”

“Diéu nay lam t6i nhd dén mét cau chuyén ma bé téi
van hay k&,” to6i nhd lai. “(f)ng bao rfmg Shakespeare
khong thure sir viet tat ca nhitng v& kich d6, ma 1a mét
nguoi khac cling tén 1a Shakespeare...”

Samuel mim cudi trong khi Jerome chang nhiic nhich gl

“T& cling chang hiéu cau chuyén do,” t6i cd ging an
ui Jerome, “cho dén khi bd't& giai thich ¥ nghia ctia no -
ai nghi ra dau tién khong quan trong. Nguoi chién thing
1a ngudi thye hién ¥ tudng d6 t6t nhat!”
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“Chinh xac,” Samuel déng y. “Va d6 chinh la diéu
ngudi Do Thai mudn lam. Cho du ho di dén dau va
trong thoi dai nao di chang nita, hg van luén gitt mot
dau 6c coi mo dé ¢6 thé nhin ra loi thé cha tat ca nhimg
diéu ho thdy. Bit ar diéu gi 16i cudn ho, ho déu tiép thuy,
bt ddu tir nhimg thit don gian, nho nhit nhat nhu quan
40, d6 dac, mén in, dén nhitng quan diém vé tri tué cua
nhitng nén van hoa khac.”

“Hau hét con ngudi déu khong coi mo voi nhitng y
trong méi,” toi dap lai. “Néu ta ling nghe hai nguoi
trong mdt cudc dbi thoai, ta sé dé y thiy ring ai cing
chi ling nghe chinh minh. V& khoan nay thi chinh toi
cing thé.”

“T4t ca chung ta déu vdy,” Samuel thira nhan.
“Quan difm v& cai toi ludn la ding nhat va sy that
ciia chung ta ludn la sy that tuyét 4di nhat. Do c¢hinh
la vin dé...

“Nhin vao nganh y khoa ma xem,” ong tiép tuc.
“Phai mat hai muoi ndm, mdt loai thude méi dugce dua
dén cong chiing. Chi mat ndm nam dé phat trién mot
loai thudc nhung phai mat muoi 1dm nam dé€ thuyet
phuc cac bac si thir loai thudc d6.”

“Hay gitr mdt dau oc cdi mo,” Jerome két luan.

“Mo6t cai ddu coi mé giap tiét kiém thoi gian, tién
bac vi cong sitc. Nguoi ta ching cdn phai di dau xa dé
tim kiém nhitng y twdng moi, chi cdn cdi xudng, nhin
bén dwdi nhitng cdi ¢6 sdn va c6 gang cai tién, nang
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cdp no hodc sit dung nd theo nhitng cach khac. Thé
la du.”

“Vay... ching han, t6i khéng can phai phit minh ra
mdt chiée 4o 1am bé’mg len soi thép,” Jerome dua. “Téi co
thé tiép tuc ban bo swru tdp ban dau cha minh nhung
diéu chinh va thay doi vai ba nét.”

“Nhan tién, khach hang cua cdu la ai?” Samuel hoi.
“Y t61 1a thi treeong cho san pham caa cau 1a gi?”

“VE& co ban, ¢6 hai thanh phan chinh. Thit nhat 1a me
tdi va hai ba ban than nhat cua me t6i. Ho la nhing
khach hang dau tién. Thanh phan con lai... irm, thuc ra
thi... Toi dodn chic chi ¢6 mdt thanh phan théi.” Jerome
nhe ring cudi. “Dua théi. Thuong la cic em tudi teen,
thanh nién hai may, hoc sinh trung hoc va nhitng khach
hang hoi dién ro khac.”

“Va cau kiém du séng nhd nghé nay ha?”

“Ciing tam. Thuong thi ngay nao cing co nguoi hoi
to1 ho c6 thé durroc cham tay vao mot chiée do nhu thé
nay & dau.” Han chi vao chiéc 4o hin dang mic.

"Vay, néi cich khac, dé la san pham tuyét voi, nhung
sd nguoi biét dén no thi chua du.”

“Cling <6 thé noi nhu vay,” Jerome dong .

“Vay van dé nam ¢ thi trwong cht khong phai ¢
san pham.”

“Cd 1¢ the”
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“Néu vay, ciu hay ty hdi xem minh muéh bit chude
cong ty nao, cong ty nao tiép thi cho san phim caa ho
ma ¢du cho la thanh cdng nhat, Hay 4p dung nhiing
phuong phap ctia ho nhung phai nghi dén cach 4p dung
nhimg phuong phap dé hiéu qua hon. D6 1a cich ma
Estee Lauder da lam.”

“Nguoi chuyén kinh doanh my pham ha?”

“Ba da xay dung duogc ca mét d&' ché' my pham. Ba tin
titomg vao san pham cia minh nhung cam thay nguoi ta
chua biét hét vé ching. Vay nén, d&€ dén dugc voi cang
nhiéu khéch hang tiém ning cang tét, ba da bit chudc
mét md hinh kinh doanh da ton tai trong thé gidi thuc
phim - mau dung thir mién phi. Ba cho san xuit nhitng
chai nude hoa nhoé lam mau va phat mién phi. D6 1a cich
ba xdy dung nén dé' ché& ctia minh. C6 1an t6i da nghe ba
tra 10i phong van rang bat chude 13 mot chiée chia khda
chinh ddng d¢ dan dén thanh céng.”

Jerome khoanh tay va van vé mdy sgi riu nho
trén cam.

“Va néu ndi dén chuyén hoc hanh va bat chude thi
cau nén thirc hién diéu d6 véi mot ngudn cam hing.”

“Mot ngudn cam hirng?”

“Lam viéc ma khéng ¢6 ngudn cam hing thi khé 1dm,
dung khong?”

“Ong cé ngudn cam hing hay md hinh nio dé bt
churde khong?” t61 hoi.
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“Di nhién r8i,” éng gat dau, mat nhin theo chiéc xe
thé thao Peugeot khi né dan dan khuat khoi tAm mat
chiing toi.

“At co?” Jerome tO mo.

Samuel nhin d6ng hd va ra hidu cho bdi ban mang
héa don tinh tién.

“Muot gio sng mai O ctra nha ga Phillip-August. Toi
s€ gidi thiéu cau voi nguoi do.”



Hay tim cho minh
mét thay dao
siéu dang
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ua van déu d3n roi 1én chide 6 ma Jerome
va toi dang tra. Chung t6i dang ding
o & ngay gan 161 vao nha ga Phillip-August.
Samuel bang qua dudng De Monte-Louise va sai nhiing
budce dai, manh mé tdi chd ching toi.

“Xin chao,” chiing toi bat tay nhau.
“Ong c¢ mudn chui vao 6 cung chung t6i khong,”
Jerome lich sy i lai mét chut,
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Mit Samuel mo to vé ngac nhién. Ong nhin 1én troi
va mim cwoi. “Thé nay chwa du d€ goi la mua.” Ong dat
tay vao tui do va lac dau. “Nguoi Israel cic cau...”

“( Israel, thé nay goi la mua r61,” toi phan khang.

“Nguoi Phap cac ong,” Jerome tra dtia. “Cac 6ng
khong biét tran trong gia tri ciia nwéc.”

“Toi la nguwoi Bi,” Samuel chita lai khi ra hiéu cho
chung t6i di theo ong.

Chung t6i hudng téi dai 1o Menilmontan.

“HOm nay toi sé tro vé Antwerp,” 6ng bat dau, mic
du t6i da biét dy dinh d6 tir trwede. Luc & trén tau, dng
da ndi voi tdi rang céng ty chi cho dng bdn ngay o Kinh
d6 Anh sang.

”C)ng ¢ bon tré dgi 6 nha 47”7 Jerome to mo.

“T&t nhién! Nam dita.”

“Nam?” Jerome nhic lai ddy stng s6t. “Ching bao
nhidu tudi roi?”

“Drta 16n nhat 1a hai muroi hai con dira nho nhat 1én
bay. May dira khac toi khong nhg,” 6ng dua.

“Va dng rat hay meg nha?” J[erome hoi.

“Trung binh c hai [&n mét thang. Téi ¢ hét site dé
khong phai xa nha nhiéu hon muc dé nhung dbi khi
hoan canh bit bugec phai di,” dng giai thich. “Co lan t6i
da doc bai phong vin ctia mét thuong nhan nguoi My,
dng ta ndi rang thanh cong duya trén hai quyét dinh quan
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trong. Dau tién, ban phai quyét dinh cu thé minh mudn
dat duwoc diéu gi. Thit hai, ban phai quyét dinh cai gid
minh phai tra dé¢ dat duoc muc tiéu d6. Doi khi cai gia
to1 phai tra do la xa bon tré nhung cling khdng sao. T6i
da hoc duge cach can bang thoi gian danh cho cong viée
va cho gia dinh khi t6i & nha. Bay gio, t6i lam viéc it hon
mo6t chit va kiém duge nhidu hon mdt chat.”

“Mong wdce 16n nhat cia toi ddy. Ong phai chia sé bi
quyét véi t6i day nhé.” Jerome thé dai ghen .

Samuel vé vai Jerome. “Ciu c6 thé dén du hang tram
cudc thao ludn vé quan ly thot gian, cac chién lrge quan
ly thoi gian hiéu qua, quan 1y nhén s, chién lwgce tiép
thi... nhung kinh nghiém mdi 1a nguol thiy tot nhat.
Khéng ai khon ngoan hon mot ngudi rat ra dueoc bai hoc
ttr nhirng kinh nghiém.”

“Nguoi ta c¢d thé hoc duge nhitng bai hoc tir thanh
cong cua nguot khac khong?”

“Tai sao lai khong chit?”

“V1 rit nhiéu ly do. Hau hét moi ngudoi déu hoc hoi
tot nhat tir thanh cong va théat bai cua chinh minh. Ngay
ca nhitng nguoi thanh dat nhéat ciing thay d6i va ap
dung nhimg cdi mdi. Van dé la & chd hoc hoi tir kinh
nghiém va 16i 1dm cta chinh minh 1a t6t nhung cé mot
diéu: né 18y cua ta th ma ta khong thé danh mét — thoi
gian. Téi noi dung cha?”

“"Pung vay,” toi dong y.
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“Thir tudng trgng néu cé mdt cach dé day nhanh qua
trinh hoc hoi. Néu ta co thé hoc duge cai ma nguoi khac
phai mat hang ndm mgi hoc dugce. Chi can xay dung lai
nhitng thanh cong ciia nguoi khac ma khong can dau tu
thoi gian nhu trede do6 ho da phai lam.”

“Nghe hap din day.”

T4t ca nhitng gl ta can Jam 1a hoc héi tit nhitng viéc
lam tuong ty va thire hién dung theo cach do. Cau hoi
dat ra ¢ day khong phai la liéu ta ¢ lam duoc khong ma
la 1am rhuw thé nao. Chung ta dang nodi dén mot chién
lurpe doi hoi liza chon dung ngudi dé hec.”

“Pé chinh 1a s bit churde ma ching ta da ban dén,
phai khong?” toi nhan xét.

“Khéng chi 1a bit chwdc, ma con nhidu hon thé. Muc
dich lon nhat Ia tai tao, sac chép. Ta phai bt chude toan
bd hanh vi caa doi twong. Cach di ding, ndi nang, suy
nghi, cach t& chite ban than va cic hoat dong cia minh.”

“Ti bién minh thanh mot thiy dao,” tot noi.

“Chinh xac. Hiy bién minh thanh mdt thay dao. Hay
hoc hoi tit nhitng kinh nghiém va bat chudce tit ca
nhirng hanh vi tich cuc ciia mot thay dao. Cudce séng cua
chung ta la mot chudi hanh dong bt chirde mot cach vo
thirc. Mot cdu bé ¢ dang di y hét me, noi giong Italia
nhtz b& dii nd chua tng dén Ttalia bao gio va khong biét
mdt chir tiéng Italia nao. Diéu quan trong la phai cé chu
y bat chude ngay tir ddu.”
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“Nhan tién, do cling chinh 1 cach lam cta nhitng
doanh nghiép nhuwong quyén kinh doanh. Mdi chi
nhanh ctta McDonald’s, Pizza Hut, KFC déu la nhitng
ban sao. Nhitng mon dn gidng nhau, van la thit rén, bot
nhao. Néu cong ty ban dau da thanh cong thi tai sao lai
khong lam y hét nhu thé' & mdt noi khac chx?”

“Hay tu bién minh thanh mét thdy dao’ cé nghia 1a
hay tim mdt ngudi nao dé d& bit chuede. Cac nha hién
triét dd néi rang d€ ¢ duoc nhitng thong tin can thiét,
hay thuong xuyén tiép xiic v6i nhitng ngudi thong thai.
Vao thot Mishnah va Talmud, hoc sinh sé quan sat moi
cir dong, hanh vi, budc di caa thiy dao. Hoc sinh sé hoc
durge cach thiy &n, ubng, thice ddy, di nga, ding Ién,
ngoi xudng.”

“Toi khong hiéu y 6ng & chd “thic day va di nga.” C6
that 1a hoc sinh quan sit cac thidy dao khi ho ngu
khong?” Jerome héi, giong hoi canh giac.

“Con hon thé. Theo phong tuc thong thuong, hoc
sinh di theo thdy dao dén nha tim dé hoc su tinh &, gian
di trong khi tim, khéa than giita nhimg ngudi khac.”

“That vay ha?” Jerome cuoi toe toét. “Vay, néu toi
mudn trd thanh mot tay Don Juan, t6i c&n phai tiép xtc
v6i George Clooney va xin phép dugc cam trai trong
phong nga cua anh ta trong khoang mét tudn dé quan
sat xem cac ngdi sao Hollywood buéng thd thé nao,
ding khong? Ong cé nghi anh ta sé déng y khong?”

“Chéc duroc thdi, néu ciu hira khong bo lai vun banh
my trén tham phong anh ta. Ta sang duong chd nay,”
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ong lay tay ra hiéu sang duodng tai ngi tw gitva dai 10
Gambata va Menilmontan,

“Ngay nay, trong moi linh vire déu cé nhitng con
nguoi ndi bat, nhirng hinh mau dang dé bit chude. Mot
trong s& d6 la Ralph Roberts, nguoi kinh doanh bat
dong san thanh cong nhat & My, mot nguroi con dirge
ménh danh la mét trong nhirng thuong gia vi dai nhat
th¢' gidi. Ong ta kidm dugc hang triéu db-1a chi nhér vio
viec cho ngudi khac di theo minh dén bat et noi dau, ké
ca nhiing cudc hop ban viéc kinh doanh quan trong. Tat
nhién, ta co thé hoc hoi nguoi khac ma khdng can bo ra
nhi€u tién dén vay. Van d€ 1a phai chon duoc mét nguoi
thich hop d€ canh tranh va xic dinh duoc cach 6t nhat
dé€ hoc hoi va tiép thu ngudn cam hing tr nguoi dd.”

Mrra ditt, vai tia ning bit ddu pha tan duoe man may
va chiéu xudng duong phé. Jerome gap 6 va b né vao i,

“Tri tué la tai san vi dai nhat cia mot con nguoi va
kha ning gianh dugc tai san nay hoan toan nim trong
kha ndng cua ta, & bat a noi ddu va tir bat c ngudi nao.
Hoc hoi tir bat ot ai ¢6 thé c6 ich cho ta 1a mét dicu ciee
ky dang gia.”

Samuel dimg lai va nhin quanh.

“Jerome dau réi?”

Toi quay lai va nhan ra ding la Jerome d3 biéh mat.
To61i ngé quanh quét thém mot chit nita dén khi thay cai
bom ngua cua hin 13t phat trong gio dang sau mot chiée
xe ddy nho. Jerome c6 mdt théi quen khé chiu [a khong



130 TRITUE DO THAL

néi véi ngudi di cung khi han ding lai ¢ dau do. Day
khong phai 12 14n dau tién chuyén nay xay ra. Han, 6
1an, da chdng ché rang chan han dai nén co thé dudi kip
ching (i trong nhay mat, vi vady khong viéc gl phai lo
cho hin. Dé Ja chuyén cua hin, hin bao - khong phai
chuyén ctia ching toi.

Chung t6i quay lai cho han.

“Té dang & Paris ma van chua thtt chat Grand
Marnier'® nao.” Hin rat vi ra. “Ong thich loai gi, Samuel.
Toi dai”

Samuel xoa xo0a b6 rau va mic dii loi moi rat hap dan,
Bng ti chot.

Tai 18y mét chiée Nutella sdedla phti chudi, loai c6 thé
khién ban cam thdy t6i 1i ca tuan lién.

Ching t61 tiép tuc di doc dai 16 Gambata va ré phai
vao duong Rondo.

“Ching ta da ndi du vé viéc bat chude, nang cip va
hoc hoi nguoi khac chua?” Jerome hoi sau khi liém tay.

“D3a,” Samuel tra Ioi. “Nhung toi néu 1én van dé ‘bién
minh thanh mdt thdy dao’ bdi vi n6 cd nhing diém bo
sung va quan trong hon.”

Ong tiép tuc di ma khong néi thém 161 nao réi quay
sang Jerome. “Cau ¢6 ngudng mé ai bao gic Khong?
Khong phai danh gid cao ma la thye sy ngudng mo ayt”

16 Grand Marnier: m{t loai tugu ctia Phap.



Hay tim cho minh médt thay dao siéu ddng 131

“Hai nguoi,” Jerome tra 10i ngay. “Dr. ], ngdi sao
bong 16 ctia doi Philadenphia Seventy-Sixers, va Freddie
Mercury, ca si chinh ciia nhém Queen.”

“Thé cau thé hién long ngudng md clia minh ra sao?”

“T6i dan nhiing birc anh cua ho 1én twong. Ti mua
nhimg cudn sdch néi vé& he va doc nhitng cudn tu truyén
cia ho. Va tat nhién, tdi ¢6 tat ca cac album ctia Queen.”

“Cau da xem Dr. | thi dau bao gio chira?”

“Balan.”

“Va diéu gi xay ra sau mdi tran diu.”

“Toi di vé nha va lam vai qua mét minh d& xoc lai
tinh than.”

“Ciu da xem Freddie Mercury biéu dién chua?”

“Mo6t 1an, 6 Wembley.”

“Co vui khong?”

“Trdi, qua vui ludén.” Con séng héi tudng cubn 1ay
Jerome. “Téi nhu di trén may ca tuln lién.”

“Tai sao?”

“Tai sao a? Boi vi t6i yéu giong hat caa Freddie va
ong Ay la mot ca sT tuyét voi. Chua k& déh nhixng bai hat
tuyét tac.”

“Tal sao cau yéu nhitng bai hat ciia ong ta?”

“Ong hoi cai kifu gl vay?” Jerome nhin chim chim
Samuel mot lic. “Chung hay. Chiung khién tdi
cam d6ng.”



132 TRiTUEDOTHAI

#V4 budi bidu dibn c6 tac déng nhir thé nao dén cau?”

Jerome nghi mot lat. “Ong biét ddy... chi la t6i thay
tam trang minh rat tot. Ti thay théa man.”

“Cau cé nhd nd cd anh hudng dén moét viée gi do cu
thé ma ciu lam trong tuan d6 khéng?”

Jerome nghi ngoi mat lac. Mot nu cwrdi tir tir hién lén
trén khudn mit han. “Ding 1éi, t0i c6 mét bai kiém tra
dinh ky & trudng. Bai thi mén tiéhg Anh. Hom do la
ngay cudi cling cta tudn. Téi lam bai kha t6t. Va toi
cting nhd lai... Toi da 18y hét can dam dé moi b nang,
toc vang ciung lop di choi. Tén <6 dy la Allison
Greenberg. Ong cd biét tai sao toi nhé hét nhimg chuyén
nay khong? Ma thoi, quén chuyén do di. Ngai lam.”

O, thoi ndo. Luc nay cau khong duoc ding lai dau

ddy,” Samuel nin ni.

“U thi, & mdt mitc d9 nao d6, tdi muén minh la
Freddie Mercury d&n ndi t6i cam thay, kidu nhu la, minh
thiec su 14 ong &y vay. Toi teong tuong rang tat ca cac cd
nang déu say dam tdi nhw say dim 6ng &y vay. Ong ci
cudi di, nhung thire su cam gidc d6 da rat ¢o ich voi toi.
Téi bong nhién tran day su ty tin va cudi cung, Allison
da di choi vai to1.”

“Thé& chuyén gi xay ra voéi cd dy?” to1 to mo.

“Chéng c6 gi ca.” Han hoi cii dau va cudi nguong
nghiu. “Té ¢ hat bai ‘We are the champions” (Chung ta ia
nhitng nha vo6 dich) va té nhan ra rang khdng phai the.”
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Samuel ra hi¢u di vé phia bén kia dudng, hudng vé chd
co vé la mét khu virom vai mot bire trrong lon bao quanh.

“Ching ta sé di v& phia d6,” éng ndi.
g

“Nhung, ng biét khong, éng néi ding day. N6 gidng
nhu la mot kigu cam hing viy,” Jerome néi to suy nghi
cua minh,

“Di nhién r6i. Cau duoc truyén mét ngudn cam hiing.
Nhitng bai hat cia 6ng ay va ban than éng &y da <6 anh
hirong tich cwre dén cu. Ching cho ciu mét lrong cam
x1ic nhit dinh. D6 chinh xéac 13 diéu t8i mudn néi”

Samuel la nguoi dau tién budc qua canh céng khu
vuon. Chung t6i 18n luot di theo ong.

“Theo tdi thi cau cham ngdn ‘hidy tr biéh minh
thanh mot thay dao” khong chi ¢ nghia 1a bit chuwée
mot nguoi nao d6. Ta phai tim ra mot ngudi co thé
truyén cho ta nguén cam hing, ciing nhu céch ma
Freddie Mercury da tac déng dén cau vay. Cam hing
sinh ra sy tw tin. N6 danh thirc niém tin vi sttc manh
trong ta ma ta khong hé nhén ra 1a minh c6. N6 giap
ta phit huy t6t nhit kha ning ciia minh. Cé thé noi
cam hung chinh la nit khoi déng, nguén ning lugng
cho ta khi moi chuyén khong suén sé. Chinh cam hitng
d6 cang la thi gitp ting tdc nhitng kha ning cua ta.
Cling gidng nhu khi cdu muén dap vai ct va tro thanh
Dr. J vay. Téi chic chdn 12 61 hém do cau ném duoc
vao r6 nhiéu hon binh thuang,”

“Dung vay.”
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“Téi choi piano rdt kém,” Samuel thanh thue. “Sau
khi dugce xem mét budi bidu dién tuyét voi, toi vé nha va
ngoi vao dan, tran day cam hitng, luot trén phim, nhirng
ngdn tay bay béng tw do, nhitng nét nhac ct thé'bay lén
tir d6i ban tay.”

Mot ngudn cam hing c6 thé la mdt nha van, mot vi
gido su, mot van dong vién. Quan trong, do phai la mot
nguoi dang d€ hoc.”

Trong khi lfmg nghe ho, toi chot nhan ra mot diéu la.
“Samuel?” tdi thi tham.

“Gi thé,” éng tra 1oi va dit nhe tay 1én vai t6i.
“Chung ta da ¢ gitra nghia trang.”

Jerome ditng khung lai, kinh ngac. Nhitng tdm bia
mod rai rac khfxp noi, chz:ing theo mot trat tir nao ca.

“Q! Xung quanh diy toan mé ma. Thé ma to ok nghi
minh dang di qua mdt céng vién co ddy.”

“Day la nghia trang Pere La Chez, noi yén nghi clia
tit ca nhiing ngwdi ndi tiéng nhét ¢ Paris. Toi dua cac
cAu dén day la c6 1y do.” Ong ré phai vao mét 181 di nho,
hep va cdi cdc 4o khoac. Chung t6i tiép tuc budc di
trong im ling, va sau mdt duong vong, Samue! budc 1én
khoang giita hat tdm bia mau xam va ra higu cho chiing
t5i di theo dng. L8 di ddy soi va co dai. Samuel dung lai
trudc mot tam bia va dan chéo hai canh tay.

Chung tdi ding xung quanh dng va nhin vao tam bia
da c6 nhitng vét cit va sttt mé vi thoi gian. Bén dudi



Hay tim cho minh mét thay dao siéuding 135

ngdi sao dau hiéu ciia nguoi Do Thai khic cdi tén Jean-
Paul Bernard.

“Day 1a noi yén nghi clta hinh m&u cta tdi, ngudi chi
duong cho toi. Dy la ngudn cam hing cia td1.”

“Ong &y 12 thay dao clia ong a?” Jerome hoi.

“Khong.” Samuel nd mét nu cudi nong hau. “Anh
dy 12 hang x4m chia t6i, hon toi ba tudi. Hai chiéh tranh,
chung t6i & Le-Marais va Jean-Paul chim séc tat ca
nhitng dira tré hang xém xung quanh. Anh 4y cho
chiing t6i tham gia nhitng chién dich chéng lai ké thu
Dae quéc xa, anh &y goi nhu thé' ddy. C6 1dn, ¢d mét
chiéc Mercedes dau o duong Rosier. N6 1a ciia mot tén
Pritc quoe xa ma ngueoi ta bao réng c6 quan he vdi mot
phu n dia phuong. Mic du <6 lénh gioi nghiém
nhung khi han & trong nha véi d ta, ching t6i da dot
nhdp vao xe hin va dé cat viao binh xdng. Chiéc xe chay
duoc khodng ba tram mét thi déng co chét. C6 1an
chang to6i con lam mat tén khong thé kiém soat duoc xe
va dam vao <Ot dén glao thong nira,” khudn mit
Samuel sang 1én.

“Jean-Paul 1a mét ngudn cam hing. Anh &y rét théng
minh, vui tinh. Anh &y la thién than clia chiing téi. Cir
nhu th€ anh &y dén tir mét the gisi khac viy. Trong thoi
ky hodng loan nhu viy ma anh ay khong hé tuyét vong,
chan nan hay ddnh mét sy hai hude cia minh. Lac nio
anh &y cling vui vé va ludn ¢ mat khi chiing 5i can. Ca
cudc doi minh, t6i da mudnh tré thanh mét nguoi nhu
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anh y. Tdi nhd tén moi quyén sach ¢ trong phong anh
dy. Co nhitng khi tdi con bat chudc cach anh &y néi
chuyén, nhung khi 16n lén rdi, t6i nhan ra r.‘?mg toi
khong cdn phai giéng anh dy, va Samuel Goldman ciing
khong hé té chit nao.” CJng mim cuoi.

“Tuy vay, c¢6 nhing khi toi cling ‘th6i lam’ Samuel va
tro thanh Jean-Paul. Chéng han, khi thuong luong mot
vu lam 4n nao d6, t6i da hoc duge cach dung nhitng cau
chuyén cudi, ciu dlia cia anh ay dé tao ra khong khi co
loi cho minh hon. Trong nhitng luc kho khdn, t8i nh¢ lai
niém lac quan va sit manh mé coa anh ay, no cho tot
dong co va long quyét tam, giap toi thoat khoi su chan
nan. Khi t8i mudn phat trién mot thi treong maoi cho
nhitng vién da quy, ti ngdi xudng va nghi dén nhung
didu Jean-Paul c6 thé lam, va ky tc vé anh ay cho toi
nguén ning luong sang tao dé tiép tuc. Dung nhu
Jerome ndi, khi ta ¢é mét hinh mau dang d¢€ hoc theo, ta
khéng chi mudn hoc tir hinh mau do ma con mudn cod
thém tur tin dé hanh déng. Su tu tin bit ngudn tir thurc té&
rf?mg diéu ta sép lam da dugc mot ngudi khac thiee hién
thanh cong. Kha nang hoc tir mot nguoi khac ¢é anh
hudng rat 1on.

“ft nhat, d6 12 thit toi di nhan duoc tir tinh yéu va
tinh than ctia con nguoi nay.” Samuel bong nhién im bét
va cti xudng ngdi md. “Mot nguoi da ra di khi mdi
mroi bay tubi.”

Chung tdi nhin Samuel dang nhe nhang va cham rai
lau I6p bui trén tdm bia. Chi dén luc d6 toi méi déy den
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nam thang dwoc khic trén phién da, bén canh tén nguai
mat, khoang cach giita ngay sinh va ngay mat rat ngan.

“Ong &y bi sao vay?” Jerome hoi.

Samuel dung thing nguoi diy va dap tay vai lan
cho hét bui. “Chét vi mét can bénh kinh hoang co tén la
chit nghia Piec qubc xa. Anh dy da bi mot tén linh Duc
sat hai.”

Téi chot d& y dén mdt hinh khic & cudi tim bia.
Trong no gidng nhw mét ddi mat voi mot cdi miéng cuoi
toe toét bén dudi. Dudi khudén mat la mot dong chiv
bing tiéng Phap khac kha so sai.

“Cai gi thé?” tbi chi vao chd dé.

COLONEL JEAN-PAUL BERNARD DORT

MAINTENANT
LES CLEFS DU KIOSK SONT CHEZ MOIZE

“Dal ta Jean-Paul Bernard dang yén nghi. Chia khoa
dén quan an nhanh ¢ chd Moize,” ong dich ra.

Samuel di ra dang sau tdm bia va quy xudng dé co
th& cham vao hinh vé dé hon.

“Day la diéu ma anh 4y mudn ching toi viét ién bia
md cua minh néu chidng may cé chuyén gi xay ra véi
anh ay. Nguoi ta da tir chdi lam diéu dé nhung ching
tdi van lo dugc, nhur ciu thay day.”

“Moize la ai?” Jerome hoi.
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“Anh trai t6i.”
“Thé& quan an nhanh thi c6 lién quan gi?”

“Quin do thude vé ldo Bartian Brue! ¢ dudng San
Antoine. Chuing tdi van hay thé cho minh mét chiéc keo
mut khi ldo khong dé yv. D¢ la tro dua cha Jean-Paul.
Con ai ngoai anh 8y dam doi hoi mot tdm bia md thé
nay chtt? Anh ay con tré, nhung la mét ngudn cam hing
tuyét voi. Toi thit may mén dwoc biét anh ay.”

“Téi thich nhimmg tro dua ring ron. Khéng gi bang.”
Jerome nhan xét.

“Nhan ti¢n, cic cau bict day, day khong phai la nguoi
Do Théi duy nhat c6 thé cho ta ngudn cam hing,”
Samuel ndi khi chi ra 181 ma ching t6i d3 di véao.

“Trong dao Do Thai, ¢én tham m¢ cha nhitng nha
hién triét 1a mot di€u rat binh thudng, véi niém hy
vong rc‘ing sie vi dai clia ho sé truyén sang ta mot chat,”
ong giai thich, “Mbi ngudi déu ¢é nhing tai ning dic
bict rieng.”

“Cd ai dic biét nhay bén trong kinh doanh khong?”
Jerome hoi mia mai.

“Xin I6i nhé, Jerome,” Samuel tra 161 bing giong ciing
mia mai khong kém, “nhung cdu sé phai roi khoi
Jerusalem va di 1én phia Bac. Nhung ma, lac quan lén,
trén duong di cdu c6 thé viéng tham ba ngdi md nira.
Nhur thé cdu cé thé gia ting duoc co hdi ciia minh trong

o

1dn kiém tra ti€p theo!” Ong mim cuoi véi chiing t6i khi

ca ba cung ra khoéi khu nghia trang.
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“Cac cdu cb biét cau chuyén vé ngueoi Do Thai va mot
nguoi ngoai dao trén tau khong?”

“Ong cir ké di,” Jerome néi.

“Kha nhiéu ngudi biét cdu chuyén nay. Tom lai la
nhu thé nay. Co mét nguoi Do Thai va mét ké ngoai dao
cing di trén mot chuyén tau. Khi ké ngoai dao béng
nhién hoi ngudi Do Thai, ‘Sao ma ngudi Do Thai cac anh
théng minh thé? Bi quyét la gi vay?” Nguoi Do Thai tra
101 ngay, ‘D6 1a vi ching toi &n dau ca.’

“"Thit vay ha? Ké ngoal dao kinh ngac thot lén. ‘Thé
tdi ¢6 thé tim dau ca & dau duoc?

‘O, that tinh ¢ 14 bita trira nay t6i lai mang ca di.” Nguoi
Do Thadi 18y mét con ca tir trong ti ra va dat no 1én ban.

Ix

Ong ¢6 mudn ban cho toi nguyén cdi dau thoi
khong?” ké ngoai dao hai.
‘DA nhién roi, chi can dwa téi hai muoi riap théi.”
“Ke ngoai dao tra tién va bat ddu an cai dau ca. Vai
hit sau, khi ké ngoai dao da xoi xong cai dau ca va
g
dang li€m ngon tay, anh ta quay qua nguoi Do Thai va
noi, ‘Thé quai ndo ma téi phai tra nhimg hai muoi rap
cho cai dau trong khi ca con ca mdi ¢ muoi lam rap?’”
“Nguoi Do Thai mim cuoi va tra loi, ‘Day, anh thay
chua, dau ca bat dau co tac dung r6i day.”
Ba ching toi cung pha lén cudi.

“Toi rat thich cdu chuyén nay boi vi trong dé ¢é mét
bai hoc. Ké ngoai dao khong phai béng nhién théng
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minh nhd an mét cai ddu ca. Anh ta ‘trd nén thong
minh’ boi vi anh ta tin vie thuc té€ ring mot cai diu ca
c6 thé thuee sy ¢6 ich cho anh ta!” Samucl vay tay trong
khong khi. “Néu ban tin r-fmg mot dicu gi do sé gitp ich
cho minh thi thuc t&'sé 1a nhw viy. Néu ban tin ring ban
s& khong thanh cong hoic ban khong 6 co héi dat duogc
mot muc tiéu nao d6, ban sé khong thé dat duoge. Vay
nén cur ceoi chuyén viéng tham mo cdc nha hién triét dj,
nhung néu ai do thuc su tin ring difu d6 sé giup ho
thong minh hon thi ho sé nhan duge sy giap d& ma ho
mong mudn.”

“Nghe giong nhir 13 duoc cac giao s ban phwdc vay,”
t6i noi.

“Chinh xac! B¢ chinh la thit cam hing ma toi dang
mudn ndi téi. No sinh ra su tu tin. Nguoi ta da kiém
nghiém va chirng minh duoc rdng tri nhé 1am viée hidu
qua nhat khi ta tin tuong vao nd va tri tué duoc ting
cuong khi ta cd trong minh s ty tin!”

“Nhan tién, Eran nay,” jerome quay sang téi, “chung
ta van chua noi dén ngudn cam httrg ciia cadu. Cau 6 ai
khong?”

Ngac nhién trde cau héi caa han, ti nhin 1én troi va
ngam nghi. Hai, ba cii tén hién 1én trong dau toi.

“Khi con hoc trung hoc, ¢6 hai ca si té rat ngudng mo,
con nguoi thir ba thi khong phai 1a mot ca si” Tai chan
chit mét lac. “Té khong ton the ho mu quang dau, tat
nhién r6i. C6 thé goi la ngudng md. Mbi nguoi déu la mét
nguon cam hitng véi to... bang nhiing cach rit riéng.”
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“Tiép di,” Jerome héi thuc,

“Hai ca si 13,7 t6i lai chan chit thém mot lic nita,
“Barry Manilow va Julio Iglesias.” Toi doi xem phan
ting cta hai nguoi thé nao nhung dap lai chi ¢6 sw im
13ng. Jerome thi dang c6 cat nghia biéu hién trén khudn
mat toi.

“Céu ¢6 nghiém tac khong day?” hin hoi, co vé canh
giac trirdce cau tra 1ol cua tol.

To1 ¢6 cam giac minh sé sdng quang doi con lai trong
hé1 han vE cude trd chuyén nay.

“Cau that su khong sung bai nhirng ca si Las Vegas,
ding khéng?” Hin bép méo ban chat nhimng 101 toi néi.

Ké tir khi con nhd, toi da yéu nhitng bai hat caa ho
nhirng khong bao gio dam néi dieu do véi ban be. Tre
con thudng hay thay ddi va rat doc ac. Vi thé caa ban tai
trudng hoc ¢6 the duoc quyét dinh bang loai 4m nhac
ma ban nghe. Néu hoi d6 ma tdi d& 16 ra ring minh mé
nhiing ca si hat nhitng ban tinh ca nhe nhang thi chic tbi
ching bao gio dugc ngéi dn trua chung voi hoi Ari
Bental va danh mait ca cat diac quyén dugc ngém Adina
Gelman, c6 bé xinh nhét truong. Pay la lan dau tién toi
dam th3 16 bi méat den tH1 do.

“Ho la nhiing ca s1 vi dai, va nhitng bai hat caa ho
khién t& cam thay tot hon,” 61 cin phai ty bdo vé minh,
“T& cng [a mot fan rudt cua Freddie Mercury nira.”

“Chi 6 nhitng ba gia, doc than sdng voi vai ba cha
meo moi di ngudng md Barry Manilow va Julio
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Iglesias.” Han dit tay 1én vai t3i. “Khéng phai nhiing
nguol dan ong dich thyc!”

"Doi mét 1at. Cau con chua biét ngurdi con lai ma to
ngudng md khi hoc trung hec trong khi tat ca moi nguot
khac tén suing nhiing van ddng vién va ngdi sao nhac
rock.” Téi quyét dinh tiét 160 moi chuyén. Jerome bé vai
toi ra va dua mét tay 1én triedge miéng, chuan bi nghe
chuyén t6i sép tiét 15.

“Abba Eban - nha tri thuic, nha ngoat giao ndi tiéng
cua Israel,” t6i noi.

Jerome khong noi gi. Han chi nhin téi vdi vé rat soc.
T61 tr héi khong biét ¢6 phai minh vira mat di mét
nguoi ban hay khong,.

“Eban la m6t nha tri thiec vi dai,” Samuel ngat 101, 16
rang rdt hai long véi sur lira chon ngudn cam hing cla toi.

“To1 da doc cudn tir truyén va cac cudn sach khac cia
Ong. Thuee ra, 1dn nao ngdi xudng dé hoc triedc mot ba
thi, to1 cling doc mdt chuong trong cudn Ngogi giae méi
(The New Diplomacy) cita 6ng. Né cho tdi dong luc dé
hoc. Nghe c6 vé hoi la nhung sau khi doc chuong 9, toi
thdy mdn nao cling dé hoc hon. Co the khi d6, tdi thay
minh gidng Abba Eban mét chiit.” Toi cudi guong.

“Hoi hoc trung hoc cdu ¢ ban beé nao khong day?”
Jerome hoi gieu.

“Ban be t6 dau c6 biét v8 “sir xdu xa’ dac biét nay.”

“Té chic chu 1d mét trong s6 nhitng nguoi thich
xem nhing chuong trinh tinh t& cua Anh... kiéu
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chuong trinh co nhitng quy ba thich lam bd, bén 1én
va nhitng quy 6ng dau téc bdng muot,” hén noi, giong
day khinh miét.

“(J day,” toi dap, miéng van cudi toe toét,

“Td ¢ cam giéce bi ngdt vi s6c qua ddy,” mit Jerome
chuyén trang nhot.

“O, thé'thi cdu dén dang cho rdi day,” toi chi vé phia
khu nghia trang ma ching toi vira dén lic trude.

“Ai cling ¢6 ngudn cam hing cta riéng minh,”
Samuel tom lai.

Hinh nhu vira chot nhé ra diéu g1 do.

“Trong thé giéi kinh doanh, that ra ¢6 mét ngudi toi
rdt ngudng md. Lac ndy tdi quén mét khong noi,”
Jerome thd 16, Han cdi chibe 4o khodc mau den, d€ 16 ra
chiéc do phong kiéu Jerome ¢6 in hinh chinh xdc la cua
Richard Branson, con ngudi mau me phia sau nhiing
cbng ty Virgin: Hang thu am Virgin, Hang khong Virgin
Virgin Atlantic va nhiéu cdng ty khac nira.

r’

“Ong &y thuc st J]a mot ngudi phi thudng,” Samuel
ddng ¥, chitng to dng cing nhin ra nguoi dirge in hinh
trén chiéc ao.

“Ong &y that dang kinh ngac,” Jerome néi, ddy hio
hing. “Khi téi ¢cd géng tap trung vao cong viéc kinh
doanh, day chinh la chiéc ao ma t6i méc. N6 truyén cdm
hitng cho to1. Giéng nhu kiéu mac bd dd clia Siéu nhin
vay. Moi thit Branson dong vao déu tro thanh vang bai
vi mot diéu don gian, ng Ay that tuyét voi.”
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“Ong &y la mét chuyén gia PR dai tai,” t6i néi khi
nh¢ lai mét vai thanh cong ruc ré cua dng. Branson néi
tiehg hon han nhitng déng nghiép ctia minh nho nd luec
di vong quanh thé gidi bing mot chiéc kinh khi cdu va
thuc té' la 6ng da timg lam tiép vién trong chinh hing
hang khéng cia minh.”

“D¢ chinh 1a diéu tdi thich & 6ng dy. Néu ta nghi dén
quan hé cong chiing theo cach ma Branson lam thi chiic
chin ta s& thanh cong, dung khong?” Jerome quay
sang Samuc].

“Chac chic rdi,” ong mim cuoi tra 161

“Thé cbn Ong thi sao, Samuel?” t&i héi. “Ong con
ngudn cam hung nao khac khong?”

“Cé chix. Trong cube doi minh, t6i da ‘bién minh
thanh rit nhiéu thay dao,” nhitng nguén cam hing cua
toi. Nhitng nha van nhu Marcel Proust va Shai Agnon.
Trong kinh doanh thi d6 13 gia toc Rothschilds. Nguoi
Do Thai ndi chung, chit khéng riéng gi t6i, déu lay
ngudn cam hing tr ning luc cha nguoi thdy day do
minh. Nguoi Do Thai luén duoc day phai gin gitt ky e
vé cha 6ng minh dé ¢d thé ap dung su khon ngoan, sang
subt cua td tién va tiép thu ngudn cam hitng theo cach

’

ca nhitng thay dao,” 6ng néi to. “Thay Kenyevsky co
mot tri nhé thién tai va khong c6 nguoi Do Thai nao ¢6
tri nhd tuyét voi hon 6ng ay,” dng theo déi nét mét cua
ching téi rat ky. “Nguoi Do Thai da phat trién nhitng
phuong phap ghi nhé, tap hop ¢6 thé ap dung d6i véi
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cac ca nhan. Mét hoc sinh ¢ thé st dung nhitng phuong
phép nay dé ghi nhé khéi hrong kién thire khong 16.”

Jerome mim cuwoi. “Vay hay chia sé vdi chiing tdi
nhitng phuong phap d6 di,” hin yéu ciu.

Samuel, tir ndy dén gid van sai nhitng budce nhanh v
daj, béng nhién dimg lai, 161 tir trong i 40 khodc ra mot
chiéc phong bi mau trang va dwa né cho Jerome. Trén bi
thu viét chit ‘Lisa.’

“Lisa nam gilr bi quyét ghi nhd cua nguoi Do Thai
sao?” Jerome cuoi.

“Ciing dat loai thé,” Samuel cudi to. “Lisa 1a chdu gai
t6i. Suyt nita thi t6i quén mat viéc dinh nhé cau.” Ong
nhin Jerome. “Cau chuyén cai nay dén tay Lisa khi vé
Israel ho t6i nhé. Do 1a mén qua tir bidc Samuel. Lisa
dang hoc tai trudng Pat hoc Hebrew ¢ Jerusalem, vay
néen toi nghi cling khong ¢d gt qua vat va cho cau.”

“Khéng van dé gi. T6i rat han hanh duogc lam viéc
do.” Jerome bo chiéc phong bi vao tii 4o khoac va nhin
khip xung quanh, diy canh gidc. “Téi thay minh giéng
James Bond qua di mat. Hom qua khi chiing t6i di dao
doc bo song thi Eran rit ra chiéc phong bi dung vé xem
bong da. Hom nay, ong lai dua 61 mét chigc phong bi
rat day... gan mét nghia trang. Néu c6 mét ddc vu & gan
ddu day, c6 thé ho da bat ching ta r6i.” Hin cudi va liée
mét nhanh nhin xung quanh mét 1an nita.

Samuel lich s ra hiéu cho chiing tdi di ticp.
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“Nhéan tién, cdu co thé hoi Lisa vé bi quyét ghi nho
ctia nguoi Do Thai. C6 1an con bé d3 viét mét bai nghién
ctru vé chir dé do.”

“Thie ra chau 6ng co sdng o Jerusalem khong?”
Jerome hoi.

“Ngay gan, ¢ Efrat.”

“Efrat a... th&'1a nguoi nhép cur rdi,” Jerome noi, c6 vé
that vong ra mat.

Samuel dat tay lén vai Jerome. “Nhung né la nguoi
tot,” dng mim cuoi.

Chiing t6i di ciing Samuel thém mét doan nita. Gan
dén Gare du Nord, chiing t6i chia tay va hira sé giit
lién lac.

“Céu co6 nghi cdu sé gitr lién lac voi Samuel khong?”
Jerome hot toi.

Nhiéu nam sau d6, vao mot budi tol thar ba, o1 da
nhic Jerome nhd lai cdu hoi nay cua hin. Tdi nhé
ngay hom dé boi vi dé [a ngay ma mét diéu dang kinh
ngac di xay ra voi Jerome, mot diéu ma khong ai co
thé ngo taéi.



Luén luén ghi nhé
va khéng bao gio
lang quén

Ding o ciia nguvi Do Thai

¥ ai tuan sau khi tro vé tir Paris, Jerome
va tdi cung nhau dén khudn vién
trieong Dai hoc Hebrew. Jerome cin
phéai dang ky hoc ky tiép theo con téi thi mudn danh vai
gio dé nghién ctru trong thu vién caa trieomg.

Chuing t6i d6 xe gan ky tdc x4 Resnick. Jerome 13y
moét chiéc tGi thé thao mau den ra khoi thung xe,
khodc 1&n vai va bit dau tién dén phia nha hanh chinh.

“Co gi trong tui the?” t6i hdi khi d€ y thay chiée tii ¢6
ve kha ning.
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“Lat nita cu sé thay,” han thé hén hén khi chung toi
leo Ién nhitng bac cdu thang ctia khu nha nhan sy chinh
trong khudén vién caa trueong.

Nhin xung quanh, t6i nh¢ lai nhitng nam thang tuwoi
dep caa thoi sinh vién. Di qua nhitng 10p hoc xura kia t6i
da ting ngdi va trai qua nhiing ky thi tw nhién khién toi
bang khuang. Khong hiéu tai sao khuén vién truong Dai
hoc Hebrew ludn goi cho téi nhé dén khu M4t thé gioi
nho bé (It's a small world after all) ¢ Disneyland. T
khudn vién truong, ban ¢d thé thay ngon nai Olives gan
d6, Dong Jerusalem, ngdi lang Isawivah va cac diém
cing thing v& chinh tri khdc. Khudn vién tran ngap
nhitng con nguoi tré tudi dang tdn huwong thoi thanh
xudn cua cudc dod, long day niém lac quan vé mot tirong
lai tuwoi sang dang cho det phia triede sau khi hg nhan
duge tim bfmg dai hoc.

Céch bd tri khudn vién cho nguoi di dao cam giac
minh dang ¢ nudc ngoai bdi vi muc dich caa ngueoi
thiét k& la lam cho nd trdng nhw mot san bay. Co
nhitng hanh lang dai, t6i véi nhitng nga ré ra nhitng 15i
di thim chi con dai va téi hon dan tdi nhitng khu 16p
hoc. Chi con thiéu mdi hé thong loa thdng bao,
“Chuyén bay sd 415 di Madrid. Dang lam tha tuc tai
Khu G, Nha Nhan su.”

Chang t6i dén ‘Lé duong,” trung tam caa khudn vién.
Jerome dat chiéc tii xudng nén da hoa va I3y ra mot
chiéc tii nhia kha réng trong nhe kiéu bd do cta bup
bé Barbie. Han 13y mdt chiée 4o nho khoang bang ban
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tay in mét trong nhiimmg hinh thiét ké'ndi tiéng ctia hén -
hoang ti Charles g6i dau cho nit hoang Elizabeth. Mat
sau in tén va dia chi cra hang ctia Jerome,

“Pdy la miu 4o nguyén gbc ban diu cua té,” hin
giai thich. “Theo goi y cla Samuel, t& dang thuc hién
sao chép nhing chiéh lugc tiép thi thanh céng day. Té
nghi la mét cai nho lam mau mién phi sé& 1a mot y
tuong tuyét voi.”

“Tuyét,” 61 cAm chiéc a0 nho ti xiu trong tay. “Ao
mau. Y tuong maoi doc dao 1am sao,” t6i nhe rang cwoi.

Jerome 16i ra thém m&y chiéc do ti xiu nhw vay nita va
bat ddu phan phét cho nhitng ngudi di qua. Nhitng sinh
vién ngac nhién cdm chiéc 40 mo6 hinh, mim cuoi va tiép
tuc budc di. Sau mét vai phat, t6i d€ y thay mot didu rat
tht vi. Khdc hin v6i s8 phan ctia nhitng to roi thudng b
Vo vién réi ném vao thiing réc, khong ai dam virt chiéc do
cua Jerome di. Thay vao d6, ho nhe nhang gip chiéc do t
x1u lai, nhur kiéu ta van gap quan ao & nha, va cho vao ti.

Téi hd tro Jerome trong cong cude tiép thi clia hin.
Trong vOng nura tifng, ching tdi d¢ y mét diéu thu vi
khéc nita - sinh vién tir ché khéc bt ddu dén chd ching
tdi d€ nhan nhing chiéc 4o be bé, xinh xinh. C6 vai
ngudi con quay lat xin thém cai nial

Khi phin phét xong hét déng 4o trong tiii Jerome, toi
nhin déng h6. Mat mét tiéhg. Jerome ciing nhin déng he.

"Td 6 khoang ndm phut,” hin néi va bit dau thu
don dé.
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“Lam gi?” toi hoi.
“Trirdc khi gip Lisa,” hin giai thich, noi ra tén c6 gai

bing giong My ndng mot cich of ¥, “cd chdu gai dé
thuong cua Samuel.”

“C4u c6 mang chiéc phong b1 di?”

“C6 chit. Con ly do nao khac dé té gap c6 dy dau. To
chi dang thue hién loi hira thoi”

“Cau 6 bao gid nghi dén kha nang c6 dy la mot
ngudi rat hay chua?”

“Cé ta la ngudi nhap cu. C8 ta cd dé thuong hay
khong cha quan trong véi t6.” Hin kéo phéc-mo-tuya
ctia chiéc tii.

Chiing tdi hudng dén thu vién & ngay bén phai Lé
dudng. O tién sanh thu vién, toi chuan bi chia tay
Jerome. Hin dit chiéc ti xudng nén nha va nhin nhitng
sinh vién dang ngé quanh tim ban be minh.

“Nhitng c6 nang nhap cu trong thé nao nhi?” han hoi,
iong nira dlua, nira nghiém thc.

grong 8

“Gidng hét nhimg anh chang thdi, chi ¢ diéu dé coi
hon,” toi tra loi cling bang kiéu cua han.

“Néu td nhd khong nham thi ho hay mic vay bo dai,
di nhitng d6i xang-dan kiéu mau mue vdi tat trang va
ddi mi nita,” han noi.

“Tat ca bon hg, khong trir mot ai.”

“Khong, thuce ra... Lam thé nao t& nhan ra c6 nang
duoc day?” Han noi thanh 1oi ndi lo cia minh.
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“Cau khong néi trurde 1a minh méc g1 a?7 toi vira héi
xong thi nghe thady mdt giong noéi din dang, e then
cat 1én,

“Anh la Jerome phai khong?” mot ¢d gat tré tién dén
phia ching toi.

“Lisa ha?” Jerome tra 13i, 6 rang cuc ky stng sot.

Ca hai chang tdi cung ngac nhién trude diéu ma
chung toi thay.

Lisa khéng mac vay bo dai, di tit tring hay so chan
vao doi xang-dan mau murc, thim chi cling chéng d6i
mil ndt. Nu cudi ctia ¢ 1am 16 ra ham ring tring bong
va hai liim ddng tién rat sdu. Khi cudi, tréng ¢6 con xinh
hon. Mai téc do duoc bude tam dudi ngua sau gay. Co
deo cdp kinh gong do rat hién dai, mac mét chiée 4o
mau ndu sdng va quan den.

“Tréng o khong gidng nguoi nhip cu,” Jerome budt
miéng ndi, van cai kiéu thang thing ctia hin. Ddi mét
xanh ctia hin dan vao déi mit dep va dm ap ca cb géi.
Hin siing sd trede ¢o. Nhung vdi Jerome thi didu do
ciing ching 6 gi la. Néu ti gidi thidu véi hin mét tram
{6 mdt ¢d thi Jerome chic ciing phai long it nhat dén mot
tram cd. Téi nhd o6 1an cung hin xem mdt bo phim tat
liéu v& Magaret Thatcher trén TV, va lan do, Jerome da
c6 thuyét phuc t6i tin rﬁ“mg vi ciru thu twdng cua nudc
Anh thuc ra la mét phy ni rat quyén rt.

Nghe qua cudc tro chuyén ngan cua he trong tién
sanh, toi biét dugc rang Lisa 12 sinh vién ndm thir hai
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khoa gido duc va nghién ciru vé€ Do That. C8 dang &
trong ky tiic xa Idelson, chung phong vdi hai nguoi nira
va lam viéc ban thoi gian chim séc mot phu nit tan tit &
French Hill, khu dan cw ngay canh trudng dai hoc.

Lisa thi biét duoc rang Jerome dang séng trong mét
can hg ¢ khu Nachlaot, réng thang toi hin sé theo hoc
mét chuong trinh dai hoe vé quan tri kinh doanh va hin
6 cong viéc kinh doanh quin 4o kha phat dat. Hin
cing néi thém véi b réng hén dang du dinh khai
truong mdt chudi cira hang thoi trang danh cho cong
dong ton gido trong viing bi chiém dong. Téi dam dam
bao 100% rang han chi méi nay ra y tudng d6 mudi giay
trirde khi chia sé nd vai Lisa.

“Oi, 61 xin 181. Phép lich sy thong thudmg cua t6i dau
mat rdi nhi? Day 1a ban tét ctia t6i, Eran.” Jerome hudng
vé phia toi. “Cau dy c¢6 gia dinh rdi,” hdn néi, cd tinh
nhdn manh sy khac nhau co ban gitta han va téi. Hin
khong mudh Lisa mac sai 1am khi nghi dén mot cai dudi
tiém ndng.

Lisa mim cuoi lich sy, T61 mudn ndi mét cdu gi dé
that hai hudc nhung tat ca nhitng gi thodt ra khoi miéng
tdi chi la mét ciu yéu 6t va cuc ky kém an tirgng, “Rat
vui duoc gip ¢6.”

Jerome nhé ra muc dich ciia cude gdp va rit chiée

- phong bi ra, dua cho Lisa.
“Bac Samuel ctia ¢6 glri day,” hdn mim cudi.

Lisa can than mé chiéc phong bi, liec nhin vao bén
trong va mit ra mét tdm thiép nho. C6 doc tAm thiép, no
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mot nu cudi ndng hdu va cho né vao lai bén trong chiéc
phong bi.

“Suyt nira thi t6i quén dua cho cé. Tri nhd cta toi
khéng dwge t6t [am,” han to vé ¢é 161

“Toi nghe néi c6 d3 ting 1am nghién i vé tri nhé
cua nguoi Do Théi hay dai loai the,” t6i goi chuyén.

“Diing vay,” b gat dau xac nhan.

“Thét tot la c6 da khong phéng van tdi cho bai nghién
ctru ctia minh. T6i la mot ngwoi Do Théi co tri nhé té
hai,” Jerome néi.

“Dirg noi chic chan thé,” ¢6 néi va mim cudi.

“Vay nguoi Do Thai ¢6 thu thuat bi méit nao dé
khéng? Co6 nhitng phuong phép cai thién tri nhd dic
biét nao khong?”

“Co thé néi the,” ¢b tra 1oi ngdn gon va nhin xudng
san. Sir im ldng bong trim 1én chang t6i.

“Cac anh da an trua chua?”

“Chua,” ca hai ching t6i cling tra [o1 voi mét su thoai
mai khong them che dau.

“Chuing ta dén cang tin nhé, an vai thi va toi sé tiét 16
‘bi méat’ cho cdc anh.” C& nhan manh ti ‘bf mit, mo to

‘mat va cudi thoai mai.

“Bac Samuel cta ¢6 43 noi cho ching t6i biét viée hoc
quan trong thé nao véi nguoi Do Thai,” tai ndi khi luét
con dao qua miéng ludn ga ran. “Li¢u dé ¢d phai la mot
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phan trong chuyén tri nho khong, r«%mg ho ¢6 dong luc
dé ghi nhé nhing diéu ho dugc hoc?”

“Dung vay,” Lisa tra 16i. “Ddng luc la mot yéu ciu
co ban trong viée dat dwgc muc tiéu, trong d6 c6 muc
tiéu huong téi mdt tri nhd tét. Chung ta ludn nho
nhitng thi minh thuc s mudn nho, phai khong nao?”
cd tiép tuc ma khéng chd mot cau tra 16i. “Toi chua
thdy nguoi nao, néu ¢ ai d6 no ho 100.000 d6-la, ma
lai khong nhé nhic dién thoai 1én hang ngay dé doi
no!” ¢d cudi.

A

“Hay cd ngudi nao quén di phong van xin viée,” toi
bd sung.

“Duing thé,” Jerome dong y. “T6i khdng nghi minh da
ting quén di ndp phat vi dd xe sai bao giv.”

Ngac nhién, ca toi va Lisa cling quay sang nhin
Jerome cham chim. Mot cong dan Mau mirc khéng phai
la pham chat thirong co ¢ Jerome.

“Lac dau, toi chéng bao gio 6 y dinh ndp phat ¢d,”
han giai thich.

“Vay dong lrc cia ngwdi Do Thai trong phat trién tri
nho la dé gitt gin truyén thong, phai khong?” toi
phong doan.

“Chinh xdc. Nhung dé khéng phai 1a dong luc duy
nhat. Nguoi Do Thai 1a dan tdc duy nhét trén thé gici
duroc ban cho mdt didu ran ma ho cd trach nhiém phai
ghi nho. ‘Hay nhé dicu Amelek lam cho nguoi.” ‘Hay
nhd ngay Sabbath va giit sir thanh cao cua nd'...
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“Tir ‘nhd” xuét hién khéng dudi 172 1an trong kinh
Torah,” c6 mim cudi. “Néi v& ddng luc, cac anh c6 nghi
d6i voi mét nguoi theo dao thi con ngudn dong le riso
vi dai hon mét ménh lénh truc tiép tir Chda khong? Do
chinh 1a mét trong nhitng ly do khién nguoi Do Thai
phat trién mdt tri nhd tuyét voi dén vay. Nha sit hoc néi
tiéng Josephus Flavius d3 tdng két nhitng dong co phat
trién tri nhd cta nguoi Do Thdi rat hay nhue thé nay:
Chung ta (nguoi Do Thédi) ¢ trdch nhiém day Kinh
thanh cho con chau minh d& ching ¢6 thé biét duoc
nhitng nguyén tic va nhitng ciu chuyén vé t& tién, dé
chung di ding con dudng ma t0 tién ta va ta da di... va
dé chiing khdng thé néi rang minh khéng biét.”

“A ha! B6 mai chinh la van dé day!” Jerome thét lén.
“Cai gi co?” Lisa hoi ngac nhién,

“Nhing ba me Do Thai, ¢ dau ciing thé, déu lo sg ring
mét ngay nao do nhimmg dita con minh, di hoan toan
trvong thanh, s€ vé nha va phan nan, ‘Sac héi xua me
khong ndt véi con réng ¢o nhitng 613 101 ran day?! Hom
qua con vira &n mot chiéc banh kep thit mudi hai tang.
Khéo con phai pham dén 38 diéu ran khac nhau mat roi.”

Lisa cuoi va nhin Jerome vé to mo. Jerome dé'y thdy
dnh mit dé nén quay di chd khéc ngay. Hin hoi d6 mat
va can moi. Lisa quay sang toi, va tdi hiéu dwge khoanh
khic ling tung giira hai nguoi nén chia sé véi ¢d mot nu
cudi thau hiéy, thong cam. So hai ngudi bon ho chét vi
ngai mat nén toi ngoi thfmg lai, lam mat nghiém tac va
noi, “Josephus la ngudi Do Thai phai khéng?” Téi thira
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biét 6ng 4y 1a ngudi Do Théi nhung lac do, toi ching
nghi ra duoc dicu gi khéc.

“Pung vay. Tén Do Thai cua 6ng dy la Yosef Ben-
Mathias. Cac anh c6 biét g8c cia tir “tuc 18" trong tiéng
Do Thai khéng?”

“Co mudn ndi la tir masoret vol cac gbe m s r ha?” toi
tra loi.

“T{r nay thuc ra bét ngudn mot tir tiehg Arcadi musru
c6 nghia 1a ndm chic mdt thir gi ¢6 va tha ra. Noi céch
khac, truyén dat qua khir dén cac thé hé tuong lai, do la
nén tang co ban dé co tu do.”

“Hay that,” toi ngac nhién.
“Thé cac anh co biét gde cia tix ‘Tvri’ khdng?”

“Co chuir. fvri —ah, v, r. C6 nghia la qua kha, nhung
cing c6 nghia la ‘truyén lai’,” 1an nay thi la Jerome
tra loi.

“Mot dan toc Do Thai voi ‘mdt qua khit” can phai tiép
tuc duoc ’truy{?n lai’. Twong lai cna ngwoi Do Thai cé
nén tang la qua khit, mét qua khi ma ngudi Do Thai
c6 nghia vu truyén lai va tiép tuc. Tuong lai can dén
qua khir. Hai diéu nay Iudn song hanh trong suét toan
bd lich st ctia nguoi Do That.”

“Lich st clia ngudi Do Thai chira dung ddy ndi dau.
Vay chang phai sé t5t hon néu ta quén di qua kit va
budc tiép sac?” Jerome hoi.

2.

“Mt cau hoi rat hay,” Lisa ndi va 1ay ra mét ban sao
cuon Kinh thanh ra, bat dau 14t qua céac trang sach. “Poi
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toi mot chut, tdi sé tim cdu tra 1oi cho cAu hoi anh vira
dét ra. CO tim thay trang sdch va néi. “O day ching ta 6
mét nghich 1y! Ban phai xda nhitng ky e vé ndi dau
khoi dau minh nhung dimg quén ching. Ching ta ¢6
thé rat ra duoc gi tir didu nghich ly nay day? D6 la
chiing ta ¢6 hai trach nhiém trai nguoc nhau. Ta khong
dugc phép quén di qua khi cay déng, dau thuong
nhung ta phai x6a di nhirng vét seo cua qué khir 46 dé
sdng cudc s8ng cua minh ma khéng phéi mang trén
minh ganh ning cua sy tra thi vo ich. Nhé va quén dé
c6 the s6ng mdt cude s6ng can bang va lanh manh.”

Jerome van ngdm nghi v& ciu trd 101 cta Lisa.
“Nhung t6i van khong hidu tai sao cdn phai ghi nhé
moi thi.”

“DE€ s0ng con,” ¢d tra 1di ma khong chép mit. “Néu
mét 18n ta da bi bong thi 1an sau ta sé biét cdn than hon
dé ma tranh. Chuyén gia than kinh hoc Oliver Sachs cho
rdng tri nhé chinh 13 nhan t8 giup moét co thé soéng tux
thich nghi va séhg con trong mdi truong thay déi khong
ngung. Cudc séng dua trén tri nhd.”

“C6 biét khong, d6 chinh 12 diéu ma bac Samuel cia
c6 dd néi véi ching toi. Ong &y cho rdng giira ban nang
sinh t6n va tri tué ton tai mot soi day lién hé mait thiét.”

“O... chiing t6i la nguoi cuing mét gia dinh mal” Co
mim cudi to vé ty hao. “Ghi nhd qua khir 1a mot didu
thiet yéu d€ duy tri sir ton tai cda chung ta - véi tir cach
la nhitng c& nhan va mot déan toc. Toi thi nghi ring co
mot diéu rat ddng kinh ngac — do la tat ca nhitng truyén
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théng cia chung ta déu duroc truyén miéng. Anh c6 nght
thé khéng?” Nhan xét cudi cung cia c6 hudng dén toi.

“Um... tAt nhién rdi,” toi lép bfip.

“Khong, that day!” Chéc ¢d ay nghi minh chua noi du
rd rang. “Ngay ca khi chit viét tro nén thong dung, cac
nha hifn triét van thich truyén dat lai cic thong tin, lich
str va nhing cau chuyén bing 101 néi chir khéng mudn
ngoi viét lai lich str Do Thai.”

“That sao?” tdi ngac nhién. “Cd cd chac khong?”

“T6i mudn noi dén tat ca nhing sw kién trong lich su
Do Thai. C6 hang ti thong tin viét vé thoi Trung dai,
chﬁing han nhv nhiing y tudong Do Thai, nhung nha tw
trong Do Thai, quan diém, nhan xét va cach hiéu cta ho
vé& Kinh thanh, triét hoc, cac van dé lién quan dén luat
phap, nhirng diéu than bi... Cé hang triéu théng tin vé
tAm quan trong cta lich str Do Thai va ly giai vé lich str
Do Théi nhung thuce chat ching cd gl néi vé nhimg sy
kién va nhan vét lich sor. Nguoi Do Thai & thoi Trung
dai khéng humg tha véi vide ghi lai lich s cua minh
nhw nhitng dan toc khac, nhw nguoi A Rap chéng han.
Tham chi cé nguoi con coi viée viét sir la diéu “lang phi
thoi gian” nira.”

“Nhung tai sa0?” Jerome hoi.

“Boi vi d6i voi nguoi Do Thai, ndi dung he tir tuong
quan trong hon nhiéu. Hiu hét nhitng cudn bién nién va
vin ban chép st Do Thai viét ra déu nhan duoc su tho o
va roi vao quén lang. Néu anh sdng ¢ nam 1500 va
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muodn xac nhan nhing di san lich st clia ngudi Do Thai,
anh chi co dang ndm cudn sich dé liza chon: Sefer
Yosifin, Seder Olam Rabah, Seder Olam Zuta, Igeret Rav
Sharira Gaon va Sefer Kaballah shel Eben-Daud. Thu
vién lich str tir cac thé hé trude dé lai chi ¢o vay thoi!”

“La that diy,” tai nhan xét.

“La d6i voi nhitng nguoi sdnhg ¢ thé ky XXI, nhitng
ngudi nghi rang ching co gi thay the duoc but, gidy hay
mot chiée mdy tinh.” C6 mim cudi ndng hau va tiép tuc.
“V6i lai, nguodi Do Thai cho ring ghi moi tha ra gidy
chéng giip ich gi cho viéc ghi nhé ca. That ta, ho cho
réng ghi ra giay chi Iam cho nguol ta kidng can phai nhé
nita. Thay vi liu tr&e thong tin trong dau thi ta lai lou triv
thong tin trén mot to gidy. My tinh cta anh d3 bao gid
bi hong lam mat hét moi dix liéu chwa?”

“Cé chtt, vailan rdi,” Jerome tra 16i ngdn ngam.

“Vay sé thé' ndo néu ta ghi tit ca lich s& va truyén
théng Do Thai ra nhitng cudn sich va r6i mot ngay
chung bi nhitng ké thu ghét Do Thai dét rui, ma didu
nay thi da xay ra khéng chi mdt 1an? Khi do, nhitng
truyén théng Do Thai sé ra sao? Néi lo so phai phu
thudc vao nhitng thir vat chat, nhu sdch ching han, Ia
rat 16m ddi vai mot dan toe séng lang thang va ludn bi
sdn dudi.” Lisa bit dau tro nén kich déng. “Dé 1a Iy do
vi sa0 ho biét rang néu mudn bao vé truyén thong caa
minh, he phai dya vao mot tht ma khéng si*¢ manh
nao huy hoai dugce — tri nhé ciia mdi ngudi dan Do
Théi trong tap hop tri nhé cta toan dan tdc. Vi vay,
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trong khi cdc dan toc khac ghi lai nhing cau chuyén,
lich st cua minh thi ching ta, nhitng nguoi Do Thai, lai
tin tuong vao tri nhd. Dieu d6 giai thich tai sao ho phat
trién nhing phuong phdp ghi nhd hay chinh xéc hon la
nhitng ‘kénh’ dé gin gitr tri nhé cia toan dan toc
Do Thai.”

Lisa dya vao gh€, cho mdt miéng thit ga vao miéng.

“Téi thi nght rang khéng ghi lai lich s& 12 mot khiém
khuyét ciia ho,” Jerome néi. “Du ho ¢6 nd lye dén dau
thi ¢d nhitng diéu van bi that lac.”

“Cé thé anh néi dGng va rit nhi€u nguoi ciing da chi
trich gay git su thd o clia cac thé hé trude déi véi viee
ghi lai lich str dan toc. Nhung thuce sy khdng phai vay.
Nha sit hoc Chaim Yerushalmin thim chi con cho rfmg
& lrong it 61 nhitng van ban ghi lai lich s khong phai
la ddu hiéu cia mdt khiém khuyét hay méot vét den
trong lich sir ma né phan anh su doc lap ndi bat ma
ngay nay ching ta khong con cé niva.”

“Noi cach khac, ngay nay ching ta so phu thudc vao

tri nhd ctia minh,” to1 tom lai.
“Chinh xac.” Co git dau xac nhan. “Chung ta khong
tin tiong hay phu thudc vao tri nhd cia minh. Chiing ta
-¢6 nhitng cdng nghé¢, nhu ta da noéi dén, gidy to, may
tinh, mdy ¢dm tay, nhiéu nhiéu nira. Ching ta khong
can phai str dung tri nhd cha minh nia, chinh thé’ ma
nhiéu van dé da nay sinh, Nao bd cd phan gidng nhu
mot loai co, mudn khde manh can phai sw dung thuong
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xuyén. Ngudi Do Thai biét rang minh c6 thé tréng ciy
vao tri nhg.”

“Nhung dé d€ phong, ho da phét trién cac phuong
phap hé tro tri nhé d6,” Jerome mia mai.

“Diéu do cliing khdng di nguoc lai diéu téi mudn néi.
Nhitng phuong phap dé duoc phat trién dic biét dé gin
gitt va cai thién tri nhé. N6 ciing gidng nhw viée mot van
dong vién tha long triede khi ra san thi dau hay di mot
dai giay thich hop vay thoi. Anh ta khong lam vay boi vi
anh ta cho ring minh hoi xudng cdp ma boi vi anh ta
mudn cai thién kha ning ctia minh thoéi, dung khong?”

Jerome siing s0. Né&u 6 cai gi do cé thé tic déng dén
nhan thitc ctia Jerome thi dé chinh 1a nhitng vi du vé the
gioi the thao. Han cuoi nhe ring dén tin mang tai. “Do
1& diéu tha vi nhit ma téi timg duoc nghe tir miéng mot
cd gdi theo dao. C6 ¢6 thich thé thao khéng.”

“C06,” ¢b tra 161 e then. “Co thoi gian toi da timg lam
huén luyén vién thé lygc.”

Jerome nhin ¢6 day ngudng mo. Lisa gio ngon tro 1én
va chi vao han. “Néi cach khac, néu anh mudn nhé mot
thit gi d6, anh phai ¢6 niém tin vao tri nhé cita minh va
dua vao tri nhé do,” ¢6 nd mét nu cudi ndng hau.

“Toi da bat dau tin vao Chua rdi ddy.” Han tiép tuc
nhin cham cham vao ¢6 gai, day xuc dong.

"Ho sit dung nhiing phuong phap gi?” t6i hoi vi muc
dich chuyén mén ctia riéng minh.



162  TRIiTUE DOTHAI

ff), cd nhifu IEm,” b vui vé quay tro vé chu dé
thao luan cua ching téi. “Nhung néu néi vé tri nho
tap hop cua dan toc Do Thai, c6 hai kénh chinh: nghi
1 va cau nguyén.

“Ho nhd thoi gian t6 chikc 18 Qud hai va 1é Léu trai
bfmg cach quan sat chu ky néng nghiép tw nhién hang
nam cita mua xuan va mua gdt hai. Muc dich cta nhimg
ngay 1& nay 1a dé nhic nguodi Do Thai nhd dén sy kién
ho duoc giai phong khoi ché' dd nd 16 tai Ai Cap va bén
muoi ndm lang thang khip sa mac sau d¢, ciing nhu
ngay 1& Shavout tré thanh mét ngay dé nhéc nguoi Do
Thai nhéd dén viée tiép nhan Torah trén ndi Sinai. Nhitng
su kién nay duogc duy tri trong bita dn ngay 18 Qua hat
hay 1& qua ddu mua. Anh ¢6 nhé gi vé bita dn ngay Ié
Qua hai khong?” ¢d hdi Jerome.

Jerome nhén ra rang ching toi sé khong noi chuyén
vé& ky Olympic vita qua nhung van mudn tac an tuong
tot. Han ngudce 1én nhin tran nha va ngam ngh.

“Um, t6i nho may bai hat, bon cau hoi, cdu chuyén vé
b6n nguwoi con trai... Téi nhd vé Thay Eliezer va nhing
nguoi ngdi tua 0 Bnei Brak khac, dai loai thé'.. Tat nhién,
c6 mdt cai ban va nhitng mén an tuyét hao. DS la phan
quan trong nhit cua budi 1¢, nhan t& co ban trong moi
ngay 1é ena ngudi Do Thét.”

“Nhan t& co ban?

“Ro 1a thé, Ngay 18 nao cta ngudi Do Thai cha nhu
nhau; bon chiing ¢& giét ching ta. Chuing ta chién thang.
Nao an théi...”
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“Tuyét nhi!” Lisa ngac nhién. “Thé anh c6 nhd mdn
dn dac biét nao khong?”

“O... Cé banh khéng men, co ding, ngo tay,
trung... khoai tdy, ca gefilte, bAnh hanh nhan, nuéc
nho cho bon tré va rugu cho nguwoi 16n, thit g4, nudc
sOt tdo, trdi cay...”

Lisa xua tay va mim cuoi. “Téi khong hoi 1a me anh
hay chuan bi mén gi. Y tdi 1a nhitng mén 4n ma sach
Haggadah ndi dén kia.”

“Thue ra, ching t6i thudng t6 chitc ¢ nha ba ngoai.”

“Ma théi, thay chura, anh nhd dwoc bao nhiéu thir ma
thdm chi con ching dé€ y! Anh ciing da nhic dén nhiing
difm quan trong va co ban nhat rdi. Anh nh¢ duoc
nhitng di€u nay boi vi mdi ndm anh déu tham gia vao
nghi 1& d6. Anh déng mot vai trong ‘ve kich.” B3 anh
hodc 6ng anh, nhiing ngudi chu 18, 13 dién vién chinh va
bat et ai doc mét phdn eiia ban Haggadah déu dong
mot vai phu. Ai cling thudc long loi bai hat. Nguoi it
tudi nhét trong nghi 18 ludn bist minh phai chuin bi hat
'b6n cdu hot’ va 18i di tim miénhg banh. Ding khong?”

“Thuirc ra me t6i méi la ngudi chi 18,

“That ha?” Lisa ngac nhién.

Jerome gt dau. “Giong me ti trAm hon giong ong t6i.”

Lisa nhin Jerome didy hoai nghi. “Anh dua
dung khong?”

“Ong t8i chudn bi ¢4 gefilte, rira bat va thit ba nio
ong cung di choi bai bridge ¢ cau lac b phu nt dia
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phuong... Xin 16i nhé,” hdn cuoi khiic khich. “C6 noi
diung. T6i ndi dua day.”

“Diéu quan trong,” Lisa lai d6 mat, “1a anh dong mét
vai tro tich cue trong nghi 16, mot nghi 16 v&i muc dich
nhic ngudi ta nhé dén cdu chuyén vé cude di cu khoi Ai
Cap. C6 thé ngudi Do Thai khdng thé tir minh nho tét ca
sw kién nay. Kha nang ghi nhd cia mét nhém nguoi sé
tot hon nhifu. T6i dodn chic la anh chwa doc nhimng
cudn sach lich sir ndi vé cude di cuw khoi Ai Cap nhung
anh biét kha r6 cau chuyén nay bdi vi ndm nao anh cling
tham gia vao viéc tai hién nghi 1& d6. Sur tham gia chinh
la mot yéu t6 gép phin tao nén tri nhd. Con nguedi nho
tdt hon khi ho la mot phan trong d6, nhat 1a khi co lién
quan dén cam xdc.

“Diing 12 tdi nh¢ nhitng diéu Jién quan dén bira an
ngay Ié do nhung ¢6 ai bao la t6i nhé cau chuyén lich sw
do dadu?”

“Bdi vi tht ca nhitng thi anh nhac dén déu la nhimg
hinh anh biéu trung, chu dé hay nhiing tir ngit chi dao
nhdc anh nhd dén mét phan ctia cau chuyén lich su!
Chfmg han, co déng 1a bi€u tuong cho diéu gi?”

“Puoc rdi, cAu nay dé thdi, do 1 cude sdng cay ding
& Ai Cap.”

“Con banh khéng men thi sao?”

“Cau chuyén vé ‘luong thuc troi c¢ho,” banh my va
hanh trinh lang thang trén sa mac.”
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“Mon charoset'” bidu tuong cho vira xay nén nhimng
kim ti thap,” 161 b& sung.

“Chinh xac. N6i tém lai, anh nhé moi thit bai vi nghi
1é gan lién véind,” ¢b 13p lai ¥ chinh ctia minh,

“C6 lan, toi gdp mot ngwoi miy,” t8i nhé lai, “6ng ay
co mét tri nho phi thuong. C)ng dy thudc long s8 dién
thoai, nhirmg cudc hen ctia minh tir hang thang trudc
hodc sé co trong hang thang sau dé, ma khong hé can s§
ghi chép hay sip xép cac cudbe hen gi ca. Khi t6i hoi éng
ay lam thé nao ma ong nhd dugc, dng 3y cd vé hoi ngac
nhién va cau tra 10i cua éng &y dén gio van ving vang
trong tam tri t6i. ‘Téi ddu con hra chon nao khic ch?’
D6 12 1an d&u tién t6i biét rang nguoi mi thi dau con lua
chon nao khac, Ho, hon bat ok nguoi nao khac, co dong
e dé tréng cay vao tri nhé ctia minh. FHo khéng thé xé
mot manh gidy va ghi ra danh sach nhitng thit can phai
mua. Ho cing khong thé viét s§ dién thoai ra duwoc. Ho
phai ghi nhé tét cd nhitng thit nay trong ddu minh.”

"Mt vi du rat hay,” Lisa khing dinh. “Ngudi Do
That cling nhir mot ngwoi mit ¢8 géng sdng sot trong the
gidi vay. Ho cung khéng cd lea chon nao khac ngoai
viéc phai dua vao chinh minh dé hoan thanh nhiém vu
cao ca nhat - dam bao sy t6n tai ctia dan tde Do Thai.”

"Co co thé mé rong quan diém nay dén cip dé ca
nhan duoc khéng?” Jerome ndi to suy nghi cia minh.

¥ Charoset: mén 3n hdn hop gdm téo, hat qué va qué.
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“Cd biét day... nhitng phiong phap dé nho bai hoc, nhu
taj liéu dé thi cir chang han.”

“Néu anh mudn ndi dén kidu phuong phap dé tiét
kiém thoi gian, trdnh nhitng con dau dau va su cing
thing khéng can thiét trong cac k thi thi t6i khuyén anh
nén dén thim mét truong dao,” cd ndi.

“Treong dao sao?” Jerome nheo nheo mait, co vé
khong tin.

“Phai. Sao lai khdng chit? C van dé gi sao?”

“Terome bi chitng so nhing ngudi Do Thai sung dao
thai qua,” toi giai thich ngay. “Hdi ching nay rat phd
bién & nhitng nguoi Do Thai ngoai dao sdng o Jerusalem
vdi nhitng nguoi Do Thai chinh thong. Nhitng nguoi bi
hdi chitng nay ludn cam thay rang ngudi stng dao thai
qua luén ¢8 lam cho ho siing dao hon.” Téi nhin sang
Jerome. “Cau cd biét to dén truong dao bao nhiéu lan vi
cong viéc ma ching ai dén bao t¢ phai sung dao thé' nay
thé' ng khong?”

“Nhung cling ¢6 1an ho lam thé ma, diung khong?”

“UJ, tat nhién 1a co. Nhung thé thi sao chr? O New
York c6 ngueoi con thuyét phuc té theo dao Phét, va &
Nasville thi ho bao t& nén thanh mét con chién cia Chia.
Ciu so cdi gi chix?”

“Tdi xin 18i,” Lisa xen vao cude trao d6i nho nho caa
chung toi. “Y dinh cta tdi hoan toan mang tinh hoc
thuat. O trudng dao anh ¢ thé ty minh thdy viéc thuc
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hién nhirng phueong phap hiéu qua d€ cai thién tri nhé
va hoc tap nhimg théi quen. Chi thé théi” Ro rang la
Lisa hoi phat y vi phan tng ¢6 phan dit déi ctia Jerome.
“Chinh t41 cing sir dung mét vai trong s6 nhimg
phuong phap d6 cho vite hoc tap & truong dai hoc.”

“Tdi khéng ¢d v noi rang trudng dao cé vin dé gi. Toi
xin 161.” Jerome c& lam ¢d dé chiu hon. Hin véi chiéc tui
thé thao mau den va luc mét hdi dén khi 18y ra mot
trong nhitng chiéc a0 mau # xfu cia minh. “Mét mén
qua nho cho ¢6.”

Lisa vui vé cam chiéc 40 va nhin cham chi vao no.
“Hay qua. Anh con cai nao khac khong.”

“Toi nghi 1a khéng. Nhung t6i huta sé 1am cho ¢6 mot
cai nira.”

Theo thoi quen, tdi rit moét chiée khdn an tir chiée hép
dé trén ban ra, trai nd cdn than trudc mat minh.

“Nh¢ lat mét chit nae,” t6i noi. “Trong cdy va tin
twedng vao tri nhé. Hay 1y dong co 1a nhitng diéu ban
mudn ghi nh,” tdi viét ra.

“Anh lam gi vay?” Lisa xoay chiéc khin in dé& doc
dong chix.

“Toi chi ghi lai nhitng v chinh ¢6 d3 néi thot.”

“Trong cdy va tin twong vao tri nhd,” ¢6 doc to va
bat cirdi.

“Co gi budn cuoi sao?” t6i hoi, hoi ngac nhién.

“Vi anh da viét ra.”
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Tét mim cudi nguong ngung. C6 &y ndi ding. Tai
b(:)ng nh¢d la minh da ting nghe tai mét cudc hai thao
rf?mg néu ban thuce sy mudn thue hién mét dicéu gi dé
moi mé vira hoc duge, hay bit dau ngay. Toi nhat to
khan gidy 1én va xé no thanh nhitng manh nho, bo ca
dong gidy vao chiéc gat tan trén ban.

“Toi sé khéng ghi ra khian gidy nira,” toi tuyén bd.
“Téi sé nhd hét.”

K¢& tir ngay hom d9, t6i da chuyén nhitng loi dé thanh
mot cach song mdi cho riéng minh. K& tir ngay hém do,
toi ludn cd géng nhé tirng chi tiét nho mot ciia moi
théng tin. Mot didu chic chin la rat nhiéu trong sd
nhing phuong phdp ma toi da hoc dugc trong nhitng
thang tiép theo d6 da givip ich cho toi rat nhicu.

“Oi, t6i xin 161,” b ndi va lide nhin ddng hd, “Tai phai
di ddy. Nam phut nira vao gi¢ hoc roi.” C6 mim cuoi,
nhin v€ phia ctta ra va bit dau thu don dd ctia minh.

Khong khi bgng tr¢ nén im ling. R rang chfmg ai
trong chang téi mudn két thuc budi gap go ngén ngai
nay, cudc gap xudt phat tir yéu cdu nho nhe cta Samuel
nho chiing tdi chuyén cho Lisa mét chiéc phong bi bi an.

Mot diéu ciing kha rd rang, it nhat la vai to4, ring
giita Jerome va Lisa ¢c6 mot cai gi d6, nhung khong
ngudi nao trong hai ké e then nay ddm lam gi véi diéu
d6. Tai d4 chan Jerome duwdi gdm ban va mat toi bao
hin nén noi gl d6. Jerome, cam nhan dwoc hoan canh,
dang ¢§ nghi ra mdt diéu gi dé thich hop dé ndi vao
lic nay.
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“Lisa nay,” hin mé dau trong lic van dang 8 nghi
xem nén noi gi. C6 gai nhudn mit va nhin hin diu dang.
“C6 co biét tir ddy ma di vé khu budn ban thi di xe bus
nao khong?”

’

“Mot buoc di rat ngot ngao, Jerome a,’
“Thue su rat hai hwac.”

t6i nghi.

“Coé may chuyén ddy,” cd tra loi. “Xe 19, xe 22... ma
thure ra téi nghi hdu hét cac tuyén déu di vé do day.”

C6 quay dau v€ mét bén, vé lung ting, khi néi thém,
“néu anh mudn...” ¢b quang chiéc ti qua vai, mit g
do, “toi rat vui long duoc moi anh an trea vao mot dip
khac...” ¢6 nhin Jerome bén lén.

“Toi rat han hanh,” thang cin con tra 101, khéng thém
che gidu niém vui. “Thire ra ngay bay gio ching ta dn
thém mdt bita trura nita cling dwge,” han ndi thém, tran
day hao hitng.

Cd gai cudi va vay tay chao tam biét chiing toi.

“Té khéng hiéu lam sao ma cdu van ddc than dwoc,
cau lang man qua di mit,” t6i tréu han. Han tra 161 t6i
bang mot ca d4 tra dudi g&m ban.

Hai tuan sau, hoc ky ddu tién ctia Jerome bat d3u.



Nhing ghi chép
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rome dit tii xudng nén nha va ngodi phich
' xudng ghé.

“Ngay dau tién di hoc thé' nao?” t61 hdi.
“Kinh khung,” hin tra 161 cut ngun.

~ “Céau hoc nhing lop nao?” Itamar c6 moi thém
thdng tin.
“Hinh nhu la marketing va tai chinh thi phai. Hai

16p.” Héan lai tra 161 ngdn ngun, mit hin dang lang
thang & chd nao khong ai biét.
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“’Hinh nhu' nghia la sao?”

“0 thi, hoac la thé hodc 1a bai gidi thiéu vé mdt mdn
nao d6. T phai xem lai lich hoc,” hin giai thich.

“T& khong hiéu,” ftamar van veo, thé hién ndi buc
tirc dai dién cho toan bo nhitng giang vién dai hoc. “Céu
di hoc ma khong biét minh hoc cai gi sao?”

“Thé& cdu mudn gi 6 t& nao? D6 chi la budi hoc dau tién
thoi ma.” Han vay tay chao Fabio. “Céc cau khong biét 1a
budi hoe dau tién hoan toan mang tinh dinh hudng sao?
Tuan dau tién, chang ai hoc gi hét,” han giai thich.

“Dinh hudng ha?”

“U, dinh huong.” Jerome ném cho Itamar mot cai
nhin thiéu kién nhan. “Trong lop ¢d bao nhiéu nit sinh
vién, trurde va sau gio hoc ho uéng ca phé 6 dau, ho an
trira & ddu, tinh hinh tiée tung thang nay ra sao... Tuan
dau tién chi ¢cé vay thoi”

“Minh sip mit mot khoan bén vi vu ca cugc nay
day,” ltamar tho dai, mat mai bi xi.

“Thu gian di nao.” Jerome v6 vai cau ta. “Chi méi la
tuan dau tién thoi ma.”

“U, néu th&” toi bat ddu. “Cau khéng phién néu bon
td dura cau di mot noi dé hoc mot chiat chnr?”

“Hoc thém ha?”

“Mot bai hoc tuyét voi vé cac chién luge vidt lach
cua nguoi Do Thai. No s€ giup cdu tom tat bai hoc hi¢u
qua hon.”
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“Khong doi naol” Jerome thét 1én, co vé stng so. “Td
chiang di dau hét.”

“Thue gian di ndo” Toi vo vai hin. “Ma, thdy Dahari
da dong y gap chung ta vao muoi hai gio rdi, that bat lich
su néu huy bo cudc hen. Thay la mét ngueai rat ban ron.”

“Thay Dahari la cai nguot quai quy nao vay?”

“M&t hoc gia kinh Torah. Mgt trong nhitng nguoi
xuat sac nhat.”

“Ong ay rat cé tiéng tam,” Ttamar b sung,.

“Q, vay chic vi gido si dang kinh dé trua nay sé
mudn chop mat mot 1at,” Jerome nhan xét.

“0, ¢6 chit.” Téi gat dau. “Chinh vi thé, bon minh

khong nén lam cham tré gio gidc cua ong dy.”

LR

Chg rau qua Mahane Yehuda nhén nhip ke mua
ngudl ban. Chung téi di qua mét 161 di hep 1on nhon
tiéng quat thao cua nhitng nguoi ban hang va mui caa
nhitng thit rau qua twoi, mui ca va mui cac loai gia vi
x(¢ vao mai chung téi.

Chuing tdi bang qua phd Jaffa, luon qua mot loat
nhitng chiéc xe bus dbéng nghet, nhitng chiéc taxi va
nhimg man khoi den xi pha ra tir 8ng xa. T&t ca moi s
nhdn nhao chot bién mét khi chung t6i ré vao mot con
phd hep trong khu dao Bucharim, Nhirng nguoi Do Thai
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sung dao trong nhiing bd d6 truyén théng hdi ha xung
quanh ching t6i. Itamar tir nhan ldy nhiém vu giai thich
cho ching t6i vé€ nhing sy khac nhau tinh t& gitra cac
dong phai ton gido khac nhau.

"D6, nguoi do, thude dong ‘Neturey Karta.,” Ciu ta
chi mét ngwroi mac 4o khodc soc den tr.’fmg. “Va theo nhur
d6i tat thi anh ta theo Gur Hasidism...”

“Theo nhu d61 tat?”

“Phai,” Itamar dap. “Mbi nhém déu ¢6 quy dinh vé
trang phuc rat nghiém ngit. Nhue Gur Hasid ching han,
ho phat di tat Kusak va cho 8ng quan vao trong tat, nhu
kiéu quan doi dy. Belz va Viznich thi lai di giay luoi,
khong day, tat dai, 4o khodc mau den béng cing mét
chiéc thit lung liing ling bén héng va mét chiéc mi
Shtrainmel.”

“Thé nguoi kia th sao?” t6i chi mét anh thanh nién
dang budc nhanh sau ching toi.

“T¢ doan anh ta thudc dong Litai. Anh ta d6i mi
Kanitch o gilra c6 nép gap va moét chiéec do khoéc
hién dai.”

“Ong dy sdng & day,” Ttamar chi mot chifc clra mau
xanh, son da bat ddu tréc va giai thich. Mot 161 di lat da
dan ching toi dén 181 vao toa nha hai ting & gitra. Toa
nha duoc xdy bing loai da vang tring rat théng dung o
Jerusalem, mdc dit qua ndm thang trong nd da xin di rat
nhiéu. Cau thang cé vé khong duoc quan tam lim, n6
t6i tdm dén mitc gan nhw khdng doc ndi bang tén trén
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canh ctra. Dong chit “M. Dahari ~ Hoc gia Torah” duwoc
viét trén mot trong nhitng hdp thu cii ky, ri sét, sap sita
bong ra khoi ban I&.

Ching tdi 1én tang va gd clra can hd s bon. Mot
nguol phu n& thdp bé, gdy go, dn mdc gian dji ra mo
ca cho chung toi. “Moi vao,” ba hoi cii nguoi chao
chiing toi.

Phong khéach kha don gian. Mot chiée ghé dai véi
nhitng chiéc goi tira mau xam durge dat canh mat chiée
ban gb mau nau sdng. Mot biic tuong treo ddy nhiing
biec tranh ton gido, moét chiéc bua hamsa®® va nhiéu do
vat mang tinh tam linh khac. Thang sang bén I nhiing
gia sach an tuong chat day nhitng cuén sach vé ton gido.

Mot Ong gia, nho tho va gy gd y nhw vo ao ao bude
vao phong.

“Chao mimg!” dng gam lén cung mét nu cudi. Thay
Dahari ¢c6 mét doi mat sang, ndong hau, bd rau dai, trang
tinh va mdt ¢t bat tay chit dén kinh ngac.

“O...tm. .” Jerome bit dau khi vi gido si nhanh tay
tum lay tay hin va dung ca hai tay dng 1ac lac. “Toi nghi
chac thay xem nhiéu phim cia Bruce Lee lam.”

“Ai co?” dng hoi, mim cudi voi ve to mo. Itamar va toi
nhin di cho khac dé thoat khoi tinh hudng kho x( nay.

“Um... thay biét day... Bruce Lee, bac thdy Kungfu.
Thuc sw thay lam toi nghi dén 6ng dy,” Jerome cudi, rd

B Mot loai bua cua nguoi Trung Dong duoc coi 1a mang lai may man,
xua dudi ta ma. Bua hinh ban tay voi nhitng ngon tay nam chit.
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rang la thdy thich tha. “Ong dy nho bé nhung cuc ky

manh ma...”
“Toi sé coi d6 1a mot loi khen,” vi gido si tra 1oi.
“Q, tat nhién do6 12 moét 1od khen 161! Bruce Lee cé thé

ha guc hai muoi tén chi béng mot ot chat...” Jerome
khirng lai khi thay Itamar huych vao sirdn minh.

“Tudn nay, Jerome bit dau hoc chuong trinh 13y bing
ctr nhan vé quan trj kinh doanh,” t6i n6i dé thay déi cht
dé cang nhanh cang tot.

“O, vay chiic cdu may man nhé. Ngoi di.” Vi gido si
chi vé phia chiéc ghé dai.

Chiéc ghé'c6 ve hoi hep d€ ba chiing t6i c6 thé cling
ngoi thoai mai nhung ching ti van nich vao duoc.

“Kinh doanh,” 6ng ndi. “Dic Ngai s& mang thanh
cong dén cho nhimg ngudi tdn kinh Ngai.” Ong quay
sang Jerome.,

“Toi sé ton kinh Ngai,” Jerome tra 16i. “Chiing t6i van
chira thoa thudn dwoc ti 18 in chia nhung giup toi chi ¢
li théi, khéng di ddu ma thidt. To1 hira day.”

Thdy Dahari gat dau. Co thé dén ltc nay 6ng méi
nhanra rﬁng Jerome 14 mét ca khoé nhan dén mire nao.

- "Vay tdi gitp gi duec nhi?” dng hoi khi quay sang
phia té1.

Itamar ngdi dich ra dang trude va gio tay lén. “Chung,
t6i xin thiy mét vai 161 khuyén lién quan dén phuong
phap hiéu qua nhat de tom tat nhimng bai hoc nhim cai
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thién kha nang hiéu va ghi nhé. Téi o nghe noi khoang
mot nadm trrde, thay da giang vé van dé nay,” ltamar
giai thich.

Thay Dahari nheo nhee 16ng may suy nghi.

“Anh mudn ndéi toi nhitng phuong phap ma toi day
nhimg sinh vién Torah, ding khéng?” Ong ngimg lai
mot lat dé nghi tiép roi nhin vai va tiép tuc. “Thuyc su
thi tdi ching thiy c6 van dé gi hét.”

“Chung tdi xin cam on thay,” Itamar hoi cui dau.

“Pang vay,” Jerome phu hoa. “Tdi nghe nguoi ta
néi thay danh tiéng 1im,” hin néi thém, trong mdt
khoanh khic ching tdi thdy mat mat vi s lich thiép
ctia hin, “mic du ca nhan téi chua tirng nghe ndi vé
thdy.” Khoanh khic do6 lap tac tan bién trong chua
dén mot giay.

“Puoc 161.” Vi gido si mim cudi ndng hiu, thay thich
thu triede ‘hién tuong’ Jerome nay. “Vay, noi t6i nghe...
Cau cd s6 sach g1 d&€ bit ddu ghi lai cdc y chinh khong?”

Jerome 1dy trong tui ra mdt tdp gidy ghi nhd mau
vang va cho thy Dahari xem ba trang gidy kin chit.

Itamar va tdi liéc nhin nhau, kinh ngac. Riéng cai viéc
Jerome thuc sy viét duoc ba trang gidy da la ca mot sy
kién vi dai r6i. Han d€ y thiy su thay déi trong thai d6
cua chung toi.

“Nay! Pung ¢6 to vé ngac nhién thé chir. Cac ciu
chira danh gia t¢ du cao dau.”
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“Du cao ha?” téi not. “Cho dén ltc nay, t& chua timg
danh gia ciu cao bao gio.”

Vi gido si cAm tap gidy va bdt dau doc to ciu dau tién
dap vao mdt ong. “Diéu hanh mot cong ty cd loi thé I sé
dugc hirong mot mirc thué thip hon mirc thué doi véi od nhin.
Mike thué’sudt cdn bién xudt phdt tir sy khbc nhau...” Ong
im lang mot lat trong khi méat lwdt nhin mét luot phan
con lai clia trang gidy. Roi ong tiép tuc doc nhanh hon
va nhan manh hon. “Diéu hanh mjt cong viéc kinh doanh
trén co so tién mdt cho phép ngquoi kinh doanh kiém sodt tot
hon cdc chi phi...”

“Nghe cit nhur Bill Gates doc kinh Torah tai 18 truong
thanh dy nhi,” Jerome ndi liéh thodng.

Hin néi ding. Nghe 14t gidng thé that.

“Q, vay thy,” thdy Dahari tiép tuc khi man mé bé rau,
”dé t6i day cho cau mot vai meo nhé cha nguoi Do Thai
chung ta.” Ong it tap gidy nh¢ 1én ban.

“Chiing ta sé bit ddu véi thuc t& réng cau da sir dung
sai loai but trén mot loai gidy cing sai ndt,” éng bat dau
va dling tay v6 vé vao tap giay.

Jerome nhuwén 16ng may ngac nhién khi rut chiéc bat
mau bac dat tién ra khoi tai 4o.

"Mt chiéc Waterman gia 100 d6-la day,” hin giai
thich, giong hoi béi ro1. “BS toi ting, bd t61 1a mdt nguovi
dam mé nhiing chiéc but.”

“Cau 6 thé tiép tuc diing né néu ciu thich nhung
cdu can phai thay déi loai muc, diing mau den iy, dimg
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diing mau xanh.” Vi gido si dua ban tay phéi ra, y mudn
bao Jerome duia cho dng chiéc bit. Jerome danh mién
cung dat chiéc bat vao ban tay nhan nheo cua éng.
Ong cim bt, xoay xoay, cham chi xem xét né tr nhiéu
goc dé réi moi dua tra lai cho Jerome. Sau d6, ong chi
vao tip gidy ghi nho va noéi thém, “thay bfmg gidy mau
trang nhé, dimg ding gidy mau vang.”

Vi gido si ngbi twa vao ghé va bit ddu giai thich.
“Chuyén ké rang Moses da viét nén kinh Torah bang
'mbt ngon lra mau den bén trén ngon lira mau trang.
Chinh vi thé’ ma ngay nay kinh Torah méi duwoc viét
bang muc den trén gidy da trang. Nhitng nguoi chép
kinh Torah khong duoc phép chép kinh bing chit mau.
Khong duoc dung mau xanh, mau vang hay bat cir mau
nao khac. Chi duwoc dung mau den - thit mau den déc
biét danh cho viée chép kinh. Quy dinh vé viéc nay rat
nghiém khic, dén ndi néu qua thoi gian, muc den bi
phai ¢i thanh mau khac thi cudn Torah d¢ ciing s¢
khéng dung duoc nira.”

“Mure chép kinh thi ¢d gi ddc bigt?” 61 to mo.

“N§¢ ton tai mai mai. Nudc khong thé rira trdi, anh
ning mit troi khong thé lam mo di. No ton taj
vinh ctru.”

“Thé Toai muc dé 1am bang cai gi?” toi tiép tuc.

“Hoi thé'thi khac gi bao Coca-Cola tiét 16 cong thire bi
mit ctia ho. Chung ta dang noi dén mdt bi mat da duoc
truyén tit thé hé nay qua thé hé khic, tit nhiing nguoi



Nhiing ghi chép ky diéu ciia thay Dahari 179

chep kinh Torah ¢ thé ky nay dén nhimg nguoi chép
kinh Torah ¢ thé'ky khac.”

“Nhung thay biét khong, hinh nhur t6i da doc ¢ dau
do6 vé cong thitc lam nén loai muc dic bidt nay,” Itamar
xen vao. “Nguyén liéu lam muc 18y tir cdy Cancantom
va tro cia mot loai cay, bay gid toi khong thé nhé ra loai
cay dé la gi.”

“Pung vay,” vi gido si xdc nhin trudc sy ngac
nhién ctua ching t6i. “Téi cling biét nhitng chit lam
nén Coca-Cola.” C)ng mim cwoi. “Mot chit cdy coca,
vani va qué. Nhung, cdc anh di thay ai ché bién Coca-
Cola tai nha chwa?”

Itamar khoanh tay va git ddu, vé da hidu y. Cau ta
ciing 8 vat chan cho rong chd ngdi nhung khong dugc.

“Ngoai ly do mang y nghia ton gido d6 con cé cach
giai thich nao khac that logic, khoa hoc cho viéc stt dung
muc den trén gidy tring khong?” Itamar trd lai véi chi
de dang dang do.

“Tat nhién la 6 cha,” thiy Dahari khing dinh.
“Chiing ta dang néi dén stc manh cua sy tuong
phan,” ong giai thich. “Chir den trén nén tring rat ndi,
rd rang va dé doc hon. Né gitp ngudi ta hidu va tap
trung vao trang gidy hon. Nguoi ta khong str dung
mot cudn giay da chép kinh Torah véi nhing chir cdi
bi mo la vi hai nguyén nhan: ho lo ngai réng mot vai
chir cai sé mat hinh va rdt ¢ thé sé thay ddi ca nghia
cua tir do, va thit hai 1a néu kién thirc viét trén giady
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kho doc thi ngudi doc rat ¢d thé sé khong mudn tap
trung nira va tu bo.”

“Vay, noi cach khag,” ltamar phén tich, “néu ta doc
mét thong tin nao do viét bing chir mau trén mot to
gidy mau, sé kho hiéu dieu ta dang doc hon. Mit sé bi
moi va anh huong khong t6t dén do tap trung cua
nguot doc.”

“Diang thé,” vi gido si xac nhan.

“Téi ching thiy viét bang muc xanh trén gidy vang
co vin dé gl ca,” Jerome budt micng. “Ma thuc ra ol

thay hai mau do6 két hop voi nhau duoc day chu.”

“Cau noi ciing ding,” vi gido T van tiép tuc dong y
véi ¥ kién cua tat cd moi nguoi. “Mau xanh trén nén
vang la mét su két hop kha nén na nhung né khéng tao
duoc hiéu qua nhu mau den trén nén trang. Ké tir khi
cudn sach in dau tién duoc ra doi, cac cudn sach luon
duoc in bang chir mau den trén giady trang. Cac ciu biét
tai sao khong?”

“Ngon luoa den bén trén ngon lra trang,” I[tamar
nhéc lai.

“Thir ma xem. Néu cau viét nhur cach t6i bao thi kha
ning ghi nho va hicu tai li¢u cua cau sé duoc t8t hon
nhiéu,” 6ng noi voi Jerome.

“Dé la diém dau tién. Bay gio ta sé chuyén sang di¢m
tiép theo.” Vi gido si chi vao vai dong trén trang gidy cua
feromec.
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“Plng viét bang nét chir thao. C& viel d¢ lam sao cac
chtr cai dieng doc tap, khong bi dinh vaoc nhau. Cé thé
cac cau thay ky quic nhung mét trong n himg thu gjmp
mai sac khd nadng hiéu mét van ban chinh la quing tring
bao quanh nhitng chiv cai. Cac cau ¢ thé khong dé v
dén diéu nay khi doc nhung dé 1a mot thuc té va thire t&
do rat quan trong.”

“Thu vi that,” Itamar nhan xét. “Paul Shecle, ngun
dd phat trién nén hé thong doc hiéu swr dung d6 hoa,
cang da nhac dén diéu nay — tic dong cua khoang trang
gita cac dong chiv doi véi tai lidu dang dwoc doc.

“Nguoi ta da timg néi dén nhitng con chit mau trang
khic trong khoang trang sinh ra tir nhimg con chit mau
den. Theo Zohar thi moi chit cai déu c6 hai mit: mat
chinh théng, tire la hinh mau den va mjt khéng chinh
thong, hinh mau tring tao ra ti nhtng duong vién
trong cua hinh mau den. Hai mit nay, khi két hop véi
nhau, sé tro nén manh mé hon nhiéw.”

Ong ho nhe réi iép tuc. “Y t6i muéh néi ¢ day I chir
thao s¢ rit kho hiéu, va néu cic chir cii ding riéng ré,
khong dinh vao nhau thi van ban sé rd rang, dé hiéu hon.”

“Phat d6,” t6i tan thanh. “Nhifu 1a3n chinh tdi con
ching giai ma duoe nét chit thao cua minh!”

“Va muc dich cua ching ta la dé hidu ngay lap tie
chit khong phai dé€ danh vat véi nhimg con chir va tén
thoi gian vo ich,” vi gido si tom lai trong luc véi tay rit
moOt cudn sach tir trén gid xudng.
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“RBang chir cdi Do Thai,” ong mo cudn sach va chi vao
nhiing tr trén trang gidy, “chir hinh vudng xudt phat tur
chir viét ctia ngudi Sy-ri tr nam ngan ndm truoce Cong
nguyén. No da trai qua nhiéu thing trdm cho dén khi
trd thanh tiéng Do Thai duoc sir dung o [srael ngay nay.
Thanh cong cua loai chit nay la ¢ nhing chix cal moi,
dom gian va dé doc hon.

“Thay d6i mot khia canh co ban nhu vay cua cude
song, mot khia canh co méi lien hé vai truyén thong dan
tbc khong chi la moét nhiém vu dot hoi su can dam.
Nhiém vu do con chira dung ca méi nguy hiém nita. Cai
cach hé thdng chir viét 1a mot bude di rit mao hiém, co
thé gay bién dong cho ca mot dan toc. Nhung budc di
d6 da diroc thuc hién boi vi cdc nha hién triét mudn cd
mot cach viét thuce té hon, thuc chét la higu qua hon
thay cho cach viét ma ho da co san, Chir viét cua nguoi
Asyric bay budm hon chir cdi cia tiéng Do Thai truoc
day. Nhitng nha hién triét da lam dep mot chut nhimg
chir cai don gian va thie su hai long véi dién mao mét
cua ching. Nhifu ndm sau nay, cac nha nghien cuu da
nhan thay réng bd chir mdi, twong tu nhu nhing chi cai
don gian, dé doc hon cac b chir khac.”

“Néi ngdn gon, chir dep bao gid cing thu hut mat
nguoi doc hon,” Itamar tom lai. “N6 lam cho nguoi ta
mudn doc.”

“Chir dep la chir 0 rang,” vi gido st nhan manh. “No
khong chi cho ban dong luc doc van ban ma hon hél, no
gitip ban c6 thé doc dugc. Vi thé, hay viét sao cho dé
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nhin. Bing co luoi nhac, Khong phai don gian chi la
chit dé nhin thi ta 56 doc duge ngay ma con bai vi vé lau
dai, chiv viét rd rang sé giup ta nhd duoc va hiéu thém
den 80% cac tai liéu. Noi cdch khac, thay vi doc 100
trang chit viét thau, cdu tha, ta co thé doc duoe 180 trang
vol nhimg cha cai duoc viét o rang, tach roi nhau.
Cung mot luong thoi gian ta 6 the doc duge gin gip
doi o tai lidu. Tat ca chi can mot thay d6i nho nho trong
cach viét!” ong két luan.

“Nén dit héu ¢ hao hut,” Htamar bong bat ra, mot nu
cuol ngd ngdn gan trén mit ciu ta.

Ca ba chung toi nhin ciu ta cham cham.

“Do la mot thuat ngir trong may tinh,” hin giai thich,
¢o phén kich dong. “C6 nhimg chuong trinh truy xuat
dir liéu cho phép ban goi bit cit viin ban hay hinh anh
nao lén man hinh may tinh bing nhiéu cach khac nhau.
Néu ban mudh ¢d thong tin that nhanh, ban sé 06 ngay
nhung dai lai fa chat lugng cua van ban. Hodc, néu ban
muon nhan dugc thong tin voi mire d6 rd rang t6i da thi
can nhiéu thdi gian hon.”

“Thé'thi ¢6 gl &?” td1 ¢6 hiéu.

“Phuong thuc hoat dong cia nhitng chuong trinh
do tuan theo dang nhing diéu thay Dahari vira noi!”
cau ta giai thich. “Thuat toan chire nang cua nhang
chuong trinh nay giai ma nhimg diéu kién dé mot biic
hinh hoac mét vin ban rd hon hoic bot rd di. Khi moi
van ban qua ngan gon, nhing chuong trinh nay pha
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vy méi lién két gitta cac chix cai, budc moi chir diing
riéng 1é, xa nhau ra. Bang cach nay, mdi chit cai sé day
va ndi bat hon, lam cho khi xudt hién trén man hinh,
chiing sé tro nén rd rang hon! D6 chinh la mét trong
nhitng vién gach dung nén thé& giéi mdy tinh hién das
ngay nay!”

“Nén gi 8y nhi?” Jerome hoi.

“Nén dit liéu co hao hut,” Itamar nhic lai.

“Néi cach khac,” vi gido st dua chiing t6i tré lai voi
trong tdm chinh cua cuge thao luan, “hay viét that o
rang va dé doc.”

“Cai nay ciing cd thé dp dung véi cdu ddy,” Itamar
ndi véi toi. “Té nhd héi hoe dai hoc, ik vai phit mét lan
t6 lai phai goi ciu d€ dich chit viét cha cau.”

“D6 1a béi vi, noi theo chuyén nganh tién hoa, t¢ va
Jerome mang nhirng nét cha nguoi Sy-ri,” toi giai thich.
“Nhiéu 1an, khi khéng thé doc ndi chir ciia minh, td phai
di nho mét duge si dich gitip... Nhiéu lac, d6 la nhitng
nguti duy nhat co thé giai ma duogc nhimg nét chir
tirgng hinh caa to,” toi dua.

Vi gido si phd 1én cuoi. That ngac nhién Ja cau dua
ctia t6i lai 1am éng ay thich tha dén vay.

“N6i dén chuyén doc hiéu,” Itamar nhd lai, “toi phai
ké cho moi nguoi nghe mdt cau chuyén rat tha vi. Hoi
nhitng ndm 1950, Albert Einstein va Chaim Weitzman,
tong thong dau tién cta Israel, da di tau thuy tir chau
Au d&nh Chau My. Weitzman ndi rang trong chuyén di
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dd, Einstein thinh thoang c6 giai thich vdéi ong vé
thuyét tuong doéi. ‘Khi chang téi dén New York,’
Weitzman néi, ‘téi da hoan toan bi thuyét phuc r.%mg
Einstein hiéu ly thuyét clia dng &y.” Itamar mim cudi.
“Noi cach khac, mot di€u rat quan trong la phai 6 it
nhat mot ngudi hi€u céi diéu duoc viét ra trén giay...
chinh ban.”???

“Nhung viét thao nhw thé thuc s gitp tiét kiém thoi
gian trong khi ghi chép ndi dung chinh ctaa bai hoc,”
Jerome néu 1én mot diém rit co ly.

“Piéu dé con phu thudc vao viéc ta thich thé nao
hon,” vi gido si dap. “Cai gi quan trong hon? Tiét kiéem
thoi gian khi ghi chép hay tiét kiém thoi gian hon nita
khi phai gidi ma nhitng difu da dwoc ghi lai trén giay ca
hang thang trirde. Ty vao cau thoi,” ong két ludn.

“Duoc r6i, nghe nay.” Vi gido si ngdi thing day. “Téi
sé chi cho cac cau thit thudt vi dai nhat.”

Ong chim rai biede d&n chd mdt day cic gid sich va
13y ra mot ban cuén Babylonian Talmud. Ong 6m chat
cudn sach quy vao ngwe minh va tré lai cho ngdi.

“Day, cam di.” Ong dwa cudn sach cho Jerome bang
ca hai tay. “Mo bat a trang nao cdu thich di.”

Jerome d6n 1dy cudn sach 1dn, link thiéng va dat né
1én dui. Hin mo cudn sach va bit dau lat qua cac trang.
Tréng hin nhu thé bi sap bay vay. Mét mit, han hicu
rang hin dang xem mot cudn sich than thanh, c6 tAm
quan trong rat on vdi dan tdéc Do Thai nodi chung va
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thdy Dahari noi rieng. Mat khac, d6i vdi han thi cuén
sach nay ¢6 muic dé hing thu ciing teong tw nhu cudn
Chi dan cia Leonard Matlin vé cic b phim 2005 (Leonard
Matlin’s 2005 Movie Guide) dé1 v&i Helen Keller.

Sau khi lich sw 13t mét luot hét cac trang cia cudn
sach, Jerome m¢ mot trang nggu nhién.

“Vay cau nght sao?” vi gido st hoi.
Jerome khong bict phai néi gl.

“P6 1a mot cudn sach rat to,” han bat dau. “Toi nhd
hét con nho, 161 cd mét cudn truyén Winnie the Pooh
cing to nhu thé nay.”

“Nhung nhin ma xem,” thdy Dahari c8 ging goi v
cho ciu ta, “Day ching phai 13 cudh sich dep nhat trén
thé gidi nay sao?” Ong dit ban tay lén trang sdch dé mo.
“Toi khong noi dén ndi dung cta no. Téi biét la noi
dung ctia nd ching ¢é y nghia gi véi cdu hét,” ong noi
cho rd. “Tdi muodn ndi dén cdu trac dé hoa cua nhiing
chit cai trén trang giay.”

“Toi khong hiéu nhing chir viét o day lam,”
Jerome noi.

X 12 boi vi no duoc viét bfmg mét dang chir o tén
la Rashi. Nhung hic nay, chua cin tip trung vao diéu do.
Khi m¢& mot cudn sach ra, ta thuong d€ y thay rfmg cac
dong chtr dirge sép x€p mot cach rdt rd rang theo hang

" Nhi vin, nhd hoat dong xa hii ndi tiéng ngwdi My bi khiém thi va
khiém thinh.
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ngang va khdng ¢6 su biéh déng. Cach sap x8p nay
khong nham muc dich nao khic ngoai viéc truyén tai
kién thirc. Nhung trong sach Talmud lai khdc, nhu cau
thay day, mét vin ban duoc sip xép theo hang ngang,
cot doc, trong cac nhom khdc nhau véi cidc dang hunh
hoc khac nhau khién cho cic con chi¥ mang sitc manh
cua sir di chuyén va tinh nghé thuét.”

“TS1 muon hoi la lidu mot van ban dugce viét theo
cach nhuw thé thi cé dé nhé khong?” Itamar héi, hudng vi

giao si dén 1y do chuyén viéng tham cha ching toi.

“Di nhién réi. Va cau cling ¢6 thé lam diéu tuong tw,”
ong tra loi khi quay sang Jerome. “Bdo vdi tiéu thuyét
thi cau doc cai nao nhanh hon?”

“Bao,” Jerome tra l0i ngay ma khong can dén mdt
giay suy nghi.

“Thé& cau co biét tai sao khong?”

“Bao dé doc hon nho cach trinh bay cac théng tin,”
Jerome giai thich.

“Chinh xac!” vi gido st dap.

“Hinh dang cua vin ban lam cho né dé doc hon,” ong
noi thém. “Lan dau nhin mét van ban viét clng giéng
nhur 1an dau tién xem mot burc tranh vay — cd thé ta sé bj
cudn hat boi cai ta xem, ciing ¢ thé ta khong bao gid
mudn nhin thdy né mét 18n nao nita. Nhing chix cai ro
rang va mot van ban duoc sép x€p thanh cac cdt thay vi
nhitng dong chiv dai. Mat ta cé thé ndm bt dugc nhing
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dong chit ngan dugc sdp x&p theo cic c6t nhanh hon 1a
nhimg dong chit dai thuong thay trong hau hét cac cudn
sach. Khi ta doc chir trong cac ¢it, miét ta hdu nhw khong
phai di chuyén con khi doc nhiing dong dai, mat sé phai
dua qua dua lai 0 nhitng khoang cach 1on hon ma d6
chinh 1a diéu lam anh huéng dén su tip trung cta mat
va lam ton thoi gian hon.”

“Va cubi cung, mét 58 bi moi,” toi bd sung.

“Vay chinh xac thi diéu nay c6 ich gi cho t6i?” Jerome

ban khodn. “Sach giao trinh ¢ truong dai hoc cd dwrge
viét trong nhu trong sach Talmud dau.”

“Sach gido trinh thi khong that,” vi gido s nhe nhang
xac nhan mic du giong 6ng co vé rét lac quan.

Ong nhat cdp bia tai liéu ciia Jerome lén va rut ra mot
to gidy trang. Khong chd Jerome déng v, ong 14y chiéc
bt ra khoi tii hdn va ké mot dudng thing chay doc
sudt trang gidy, chia to& gidy lam hai phan.

“Ditng ghi chép thanh nhiing dong dai trén toan bd
trang giay ma hay st dung ca hai 1&. Dau tién la bén trai,
roi dén bén phai, Day, dé€ tdi chi cho cau xem.”

Trong khoang hon mgt phat sau do, ong tap trung
vao viée viét cai gi do lén trang gidy, ma chinh xac hon
1a chép lai nhitng diéu Jerome da ghi.

“Nhin di,” vi gido si cho chung t5i xem thanh qua lao
dong ctia 6ng.
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“Bi¢u hanh mdt cong ty o6 loi thé'la duwoc hwdng mot muec
thué thdp hon murc thué 361 véi cd nhin, Cong ty phai ding
ki dé'trong trieong hop xay ra vin dé thi tai sdn cua nguot so
hitu cong ty duwoc tach roi mgt cach hop phdp khoi tai sdn cua
cing ty. Hay, noi cich khac, nguoi thu ng sé khéng c6 quyén
dong dén tai san ci nhin cua chu s¢ hiry cong ty (nhw nha
cira, tai khodn ngdn hang...).

Diéu hanh mét cong ty 6 cich hop phip khoi tai san
loi thé"la dwoc hirong mét cua cong ty. Hay, noi cdch
murc thué thap how miec  khdc, nguoi thu no sé khong
thué doi voi ca nhin, Céng  co quyén ding dén tai san cd
ty phai ding ky d¢ trong nhidn cua chu so hitu cong
triong hop xdy ra vin dé ty (nhw nha civa, tai khoan
thi Kl san cua nguwoi s6 hitu  ngdn hang...)

cong ty dwpe Hich rot mot

“Cau thdy day. Péay chinh 1a doan ma cu d3 viét.
Proan dau tién dugc viét theo cach phé bién ma hau hét
cac sinh vién trén thé giéi nay déu st dung.” Ong chi
vao doan dau tién trén dau trang. “Doan thit hai duoc
viét theo cach t61 d3 ndl” Ong chi vao doan duoc chia
thanh hai ¢ft riéng biét. “Cau thay doan nao dé thu kit
méat va dé doc hon?”

“Thu vi that,” Jerome noi.

“Va con mét didu nixa. Cu thiy toi viét doan nao dé
va nhanh hon.

Mgt 1an nira, s im ldng lai bao trim khong gian khi
ca ba ching tdi cing gat diu hiéu y.
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“DAi mit khong phai la thir duy nhéat bi moi va danh
mat kha nang tép trung khi phai doc nhiing dong chi
dai. Tay ta cling vay,” vi gido si néi rd.

“Cac ciu c6 bao gio dé€ y dén mot thuc t& rang néu
viét thanh ¢t tht chi ¢6 ¢ tay phai di chuyéh con néu
viét thanh dong dai thi ta sé phai nang toan b canh tay
it nhat 1a ba 1an,” dng nhan manh. “Céc ciu c6 nghi
rang nhu thé sé anh hudng déh téc dd va hiéu qua cla
viéc ghi chép khong?”

“Hay that,” t6i reo 1én. “Téi chua bao gio nghi dén
ditu d6.”

Jerome 18y to gidy o chd vi gido si va nhin chim cha
vao nd. Han gii cam va cudi toe toét.

“Thay lam duwrge r0i,” hin 1dm bam.

“Toi lam duoc ci gl co?” vi gido si héi lai.

“R6 rang thay la mot nguoi chép kinh thanh thuc.
Cach viét cta thay khang ché vao dau duoc va thay thuc
stt la mét chuyén gia trong Nén dix liéu ¢6 lao luc.”

“Neén dir hiéu c6 hao hut,” Ttamar sira lai.

“Nhiing chit cdi thay viét khong dinh vdi nhau... chi
dep,” Jerome nhéc 1ai 16i khen ma hin di dinh noi.

“Cam on cau,” vi gido si noi. “Cdu da bao gid nghe
ndi dén thay Yithak Ben Mosche Halevi chua?”

Jerome gai gii ddu ngurong ngung. “Um... toi nghi

"

la...
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“Nha tién tri Duran,” Ttamar goi y. ”@ng ay song ¢
thé'ky XIV.”

“Nha tién tri Duran da phat hién ra méi lién hé gan
gli gitta chit viét dep va kha ning ky diéu ctia no trong
viéc cai thién tri nhd dwa vao hinh anh caa con nguoi,”
vi gido si giai thich. “Trong loi tea cho cudn ‘Ma’aseh
Efod’ ong vict, ‘'Vé long 15y va nét dep clia chir viét sé d&
lai d&u an trén cac giac quan va tri twong tuong... boi vi
nd mang sirc manh cua su ghi nhao..."”

Jerome ghé sat vao tai toi va thi tham, “Cd mdoi lién hé
g1 voi ban nhac Duran Duran khong?”

“Cang ¢o the,” toi dua.

“Viy y thay la tlr bay git tdi nén ghi chép thanh cac
cOt sao?” Jerome hoi vi gido si.

“Pung vay, hay vict hai cft trén mot trang gidy. Toi
dam bao 1a ciu sé hiéu duge gip d6i, dat dwege két qua
gap d6i,” éng qua quyét.

“Day dung [a moét y tuong mang tinh cach mang,” t6i
ndi to suy nghi cua minh. “Thay d6i cach ghi chép ma ta
da duwoc day.”

L3

“Dung vay,” ong xac nhan. “Ma hau hét con ngurdi
chiang ta déu rat bao thu khi nghi dén vige thay déi cach
lam... Nhan tién, cac cdu co biét dinh nghia mét nguai

bao thu la nhu thé nao khéng?”

“T.a thé'nao?” tbi nhiu may.
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Mot nguoi thuc s mudn ¢é sy thay d6i trong
cudc doi minh... nhung khoéng phat ngay lac nay.”
Ong mim cuoi.

T&i cudi dap lai nhung hoi mién cudng. “Thay mudn
noi dén mot thay d6i ¢d tinh quyét dinh ¢ day... ghi
cheép thanh cac cft thay vi thanh nhitng dong dai sudt
trang giay...”

“Chiic may man!” dng gim 1én ma khéng giai thich gi
thém hay lam r& diéu ti dang ban khodn.

Itamar ngdi thfmg day va dubi canh tay. Clt dong clia
cau ta lam t6i bi co lai. Téi khoanh tay trudc nguc, 13y
chan huych nhe vao ltamar, nhic ciu ta la dén lc ching
toi phai di réi, dé cho thiy Dahari nghi trura.

Itamar hiéu y va ngay lap tic thay doi thé ngdi.

“Thoi, toi nghi chiing téi da lam thay mét nhiéu thoi
gian r0i,” Itamar néi khi xoa hai ban tay va nhin sang
Jerome. “Cau con mudn hoi gi khéng?”

Jerome lén nhin Itamar mot cai va van dong cing
tai chd.
“Dé té nghi d3,” hin néi ma khdng bod cai nhin kho
chju d6 khoi Itamar, ciing ching thiy ¢6 y dinh nghi
~ ngoi gi. R6i hin nhin sang vi giao si.
“Thdy co tinh c& biét nguoi Gur Hasid di tit gi
khong?” hin thét 1én.

[tamar ditng Ién ngay va kéo tay Jerome.
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“Thay Dahari dang kinh a, chung t6i rat biét on vi
thay da danh thoi gian cho chung t6i. Va thay dimg lo,
chung t6i sé lo cho cdu bé nay & bén ngoai.”

Vi gido si, tir lic dén gid van cham chil xem xét tap
gidy ghi nhé cia Jerome, ching thém dé y dén nhing 16
nhan xét vd nghia caa ching t6i va ra hiéu r.’;ing dng con
6 chuyén mudn héi. Ong 1at dén trang thit tu. Ching
tdi chua timg thay trang d6. O trén dau trang cé mot vai
dong, phan con lai thi diy nhiing hinh vé nguéch ngoac
cac con vit.

“Cai gl day?” ong hoi Jerome.

“Um... do [a...” Jerome cudi bén 1én. “Dé la con ca
sdu mac 4o La Coste, con ddy la con gdu mic do choang
Timberland... Toi dang c& ging két hgp tén cac nhan
hiéu thoi trang véi cac con vat,” han giai thich.

“Cai nay thi lién quan gi dén viéc hoc hanh caa ciu,”
vi gido si théc mic.

“A. Ddy 1a t6i tém tit bai giang budn chan nhat &y
ma.” Han cudi. “Con & day nira.” Han chi vio mot trang
nira trong tap gidy. “Nhin t6i vé nhitng hoa tiét dep
khong nay...”

Itamar va toi ghé lai gan hon dé nhin cho ky cdi ma vi
- gido si va Jerome dang néi dén.

“Néu cau mudn nghe mét 16i khuyén,” vi gido si dua
tra tap gidy cho Jerome, vudt rdu va ndéi. “Khdng phai
bai giang nao cing thi vi. V& chuyén d6 thi cdu ching
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lam gi duoc ca. Mot bai giang tha vi phu thudc rat nhiéu
vao nguoi giang nhung sinh vién ciing c6 thé lam cho
bai giang trd nén hap dan hon. Cau ¢6 mudn di cling tdi
dén mét trieong dao dé quan sat nhitng phuong phdp
hieu qua ma nhiing sinh vién Torah s& dung khong,
nhitng phuong phdp ma cau khéng thé thiy & bat c noi
nao khac trén th& giot nay?”

Jerome ¢é vé hot lo léng, hén nhin sang vi gido s roi
lai quay sang chiing t6i nhur cau xin sy giup do.

“Day la 1an thi hai trong tudn ¢6 nguot bao t& dén
triedmg dao ddy. Néu t& dén do, liéu nguoi ta cd dé td vé
khong nhi?” hin hoi, nita diia nira that.

“To6i khong dam hira truede diéu gi,” vi gido s1 dua laj,
rd rang 6ng da cam nhin dugc ndi lo caa Jerome. “D#é
chic an, t6t nhat 13 cdu ot mang giay, khan, ban chai
déanh rang va nhitng thit thiét yéu khac du dung trong
ba thang di.”

Jerome cuoi u am.

“Trén mii ¢6 thé in hinh con thé néu cdu mudn.” Vi
giado si cd dodn xem mot thoi trang nao dang thinh hanh.

Ong bat tay timg nguoi chiing t6i khi chiing tdi xin
phép ra vé. Chang t6i cdm on dng va khi ra dén clra, dng
"vd vai Jerome.

“Co mét diéu,” dng noi.

Jerome quay lai va thay 6ng ding vudt rau.
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“Bruce Lee thuc sy la mét con ngudi phi thudng
nhung t6i thay minh gidng fan cua Jackie Chan hon. Téi
nghi anh ta nhanh hon va khoe hon...”

Mat Jerome m& to ngac nhién. “Thay Dahari!”

Thay Dahari khoanh tay va tya vao tudng, “Sudt hai
muoi ndm qua, ngudi ta biét dén t6i voi cai danh thay
Dahari. Nhung tredc 4o, téi la Moses Dahari, mét the
dién.” Mot nu curoi rang rd nd trén khudn mét éng khi
6ng bt tay Jerome lan nita. “Biét dau, mdt ngay nao do,
nguoi ta sé goi cdu 1a thay Jerome?!”



Ky nghé
cua tri théng minh

Biqaqé‘tlzgctéptgicéc&rt&ng?ga

erome tir tir cho xe 1dn banh qua nhitng 16i di

hep cta khu md dao Mea She’arim. Bon tre

" con kinh ngac triede chiéc xe mau me cna

Jerome, chiéc xe trong gidng nhu xe quang cao cho Trién

tam Hoa Qudc t& Ha Lan vady. Nhitng mau sic ruc 1@,

béng lodng néi bat han 1én trén nén khung canh xam xit,
khdng c6 18y mot bong ciy cua khu dén cw.

Khi Jerome dd xe lai, bon tré con td mo tién dén va
nhin cham cham vao chiing toi.

“Thdy Dahari kia,” tbi chi vé phia ngudi dang dung o
g6c phd. Ong ¢ vé hei bdi réi trude chiée xe.

“Thay Dahari!” Jerome mo ctra s6 va goi to.



Ky nghé ciia trithng minh 197

Vi gido si nhin sang hai bén trieée khi dwa vao chiée
xe va gat dau cho chung t6i biét 6ng da nhan ra chiing
t6i. “Tim chd d6 xe di. Ta sé di bd,” ong nodi bang giong
cla cOng viéc.

“Co gan day khong.”

“Khéng xa dau.”

“Vay thay vao xe di, chung ta sé tim chd nao & gan
day dé db xe,” Jerome goi y.

Vi gido s1 hoi mim cudi. “Néu cd ai nhin thdy t6i di
loanh quanh trén mot chiéc xe thé nay, t6i mat
viéc ngay.”

Truong dao ‘Mir’ toa lac trén mot con hém nho & khu
Bucharim. Tit ngoai nhin véo, it a nghi hoc vién Do Thai
nay o6 the¢ chira duge hon ndm nghin nguoi. Léi vao
chinh, 6 phia dong toa nha, tréng kha khiém ténh. Mét
cdu thang hep dan 1én mot 16t nhé lam bing dé cim
thach tring. Xa xa khoi 18i vao [a mét khoang ciu thang
day sinh vién, tit c& déu mic 4o trfmg va quan den, tap
nap di lén di xudng. Trén tdng hai, chiing t&6i déh mot
hanh lang nho va bén phai hanh lang 1a mét phong thay
d6 dai, hep chat diy nhitng chiéc 4o khodc, 40 vest va
md, tat ca cling mot mau den va gidng v hét nhau. O bén
phai, chang t6i thay mot héi truong 16n vdi khoang hai
trdm sinh vién dang ngoi, tit ca déu dang chu tdm vao
viéc hoc.

Thiy Dahari ra hiéu cho mét ngudi trong c6 vé gia
voi by rau dai, day, méi toc nga mau xam, dang tro
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chuyén v&i mét sinh vién & trudc cira phong hoi treong,.
Ong dy nhan ra vi gido si tir xa, gat dau, thu don d6 cta
minh va di dén chd chiing t5i.

“Déy la thay Aaronson,” thdy Dahart gidi thiéu.

“Ré&t vui dugc gdp cic anh. Téi nghe ndi ba anh dang
mudn sam hdi.” Thay Aaronson ndi nhanh.

“Ciing khéng hén,” Itamar ddp va bat tay ong.
“Chung t6i chi mudn dén tham théi.”

“Céac anh sé tham gia budi cAu nguyén chiéu clng toi
chi? Khong mat nhiéu thoi gian dau.”

“Co 1& d€ dip khac.” Thiy Dahari ctu nguy cho
chung t6i. “HOm nay toi sé dwa ho di mdét vong tham
quan viéc hoc tap cda sinh vién ¢ day.”

Chung t6i di tiép 1én tang ba.

O day, phong hoi trudng con nhidu sinh vién hon,
tat ca cling dang say mé nghién ciu. Chung toi di qua
dam déng va tiép tuc hanh trinh 1én trén nita. O ting
trén ciing, cudi hanh lang, ching t6i it nght da xem hét
mdt lugt toa nha réi thi thdy Aaronson lai mé mét canh
ctra nho, hep gidu déng sau nd la ca mot phong hoi
treong tham chi con 1on hon cidn phong chung toi da
thdy ¢ tdng dudi, chira khoang hon hai nghin sinh vién
‘dang riu rit tro chuyén, can phong ao ao mot thir am
thanh inh tai.

Day c6 1& 1a thit ma it ngudi nghi sé thdy dang sau
mét canh clra nho xiu. Jerome goi cdn phong la ‘Hem
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ndi 16n,'? (Grand Canyon) ¢6 th&€ bdi vi né giy cho
ngwdi ta dn tuong gidng nhu lan diu tién chiém
nguong mét canh tugng hiung vi dén vay. Khi lai xe
qua Arizone, dudng cao tdc bong nhién két thic v ta
bi choang ngop boi hinh anh mét vuc sdu hun hat trai
ra ngay trudc mét minh, mot khe vire v6i kich thude
khdng 16 nhat ta tirng thdy.

Phong hdi trueong 1on nay cling tao &n tuong tuong
tu nhu vay; sau khi tréo 1én hét nhitng bac thang, ta ait
nghi rdng ching con chd nao trong khu nha du cho
tham chi chi la mét phong nhé nita, chit hudéng hé la
mdt phong c6 kich thuede cua mét khoang chita may
bay nhu thé.

Mot 1dn nita, chang t6i lai tim dwdng qua dam
dong on ao dé dén géc phong. Sinh vién ké dirng,
nguoi ngdi, ngudi di di lai lai, ¢é nhitng nguoi con
dang gao vao mit nhau. Ngay gan chd chiing téi ¢6
mdt cdu sinh vién téc 6, mat cling bung bing, c6 thé
do géng strc hodc tire gidn hodc phdn khich hoidc 12 ¢
ba thit d6, dang gio nam dam, gidm chén thinh thich.
Trudc mat ciu ta la mdt thanh nién cao hon nhiéu, deo
mot cap kinh gong bac thoi trang, cidm Iun phiin rau,
dang lé‘ing nghe cau ban téc d6 mét cach thiéu kién
nhan, thinh thoang lai lic dau phan déi r6i cho dén
luot minh néi, mét tay dap ban trong khi tay kia khua
loan trong khéng khi, day vé de doa. Ca cin phong

¥ Hém nui sdu nhat the gidi hién nay, dugce tao ra bai séng Colorado
(My) tir hang tri¢u nam v& trude.
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tran ngap tiéng on ao, va néu khdng biét trudc, thé
nao toi cling nghi rfsing minh dang c¢6 mat tai San Giao
dich Ching khoan New York.

Jerome dirng sat vao thiy Dahari va héi, “Thuc sz ho
cé thé hoc ndi trong canh ndo dfng thé nay sao?”

Thay Dahari khoanh tay va gat dau. “Ho khong chi
hoc dugc trong sir 8n ao nay ma thiee ra khéng noi nao
ho hoc t6t hon 6 noi day! Cau ¢é mudn biét bi quyét hoc
tai mot truong dao khéng? Chinh la sy On 20 nay ddy.
Ddy chinh la phuong phdp ma khéng mot ngdi truong
nao trén thé gidi thir ap dung, Ndo loan, 16n xon, im 1.
Khi ta da la mgt phan trong do, ta sé khong thé thoat ra
duoc. Ta hoan toan tan bién vao trong su hén loan d6.”

“Nhung hinh nhw ho dang sip choang nhau kia,”
Jerome ha héc miéng.

“Nhin thi ¢6 vé thé, nhung ho sé khong bao gio déng
dén mot soi téc cia nhau déu. Ho biét ranh gidi ma
minh khéng dugc vuot qua, phai di dén ranh giot do
nhung khdng bao gid duge budc qua. Gao thét, vo diu
but tdc, cai va, kich dgng. Hoc Torah véi toan b nang
Iuong cta co thé minh, véi ca thé xac va tam hén - con
phan khich hon hon ca nhitng cit ddm hay thude phién.”

“Lam sao &ng biét duoc?” Jerome hoi.

“Thé cau da th hoc nhu thé bao gio chwa?”

“Néu la toi thi t6i s€ khong chiu néi anh chang toc do
kia dugc qua muoi phat dau. Anh ta sé ha do van t6i
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ngay. Nhitng ké ddu do ludn chiém wu thé” Jerome
nhan xét bang quo.

“Clu tde d6 tén la Joseph Hayim Schneiderman, cau
ta la mét ngdi sao sdng trong ngdi truong nay day. Rat
nhiéu ngudi mudh tré thanh ‘Hevrutah’' ciia ciu ta day.”

e

Hevrutah’ 4? Hinh nhw t5i da c6 14n nghe néi dén
thuat ngit nay réi nhung chinh xac thi né la gi vay?”

Vi gido si gat ddu, chi tay vé phia cau sinh vién toc dé
Schneiderman va anh ban hoe.

Dieu ting g3 cila ngudi Do Thii cé ~ Hevrutah

“M&ai sinh vién déu c6 mot ngudi ban hoc chung
trong su6t thoi gian hoc hanh, nghién ctu. Lic con nho,
ho duoc ghép chung vdi mot nguoi nao d6. Khi 43
trudng thanh, ho cé trach nhiém tu di im cho minh mot
nguoi ban hoc thich hep nhat.”

“Nhitng ‘Hevrutah’ nay luon di theo cip, chix khong
phéi ba hay bon nguoi, ding khong?” t6i tham gia.

“Ludn ludn theo cap,” vi giao si tra loi.

“Nguyén 1y chtu dao ctia viéc hoc cap d6i la khi ban
hoc voi mét ngudi ban, ban sé 1am ré nhitng van dé va
b&d sung cho nhirng van dé d6. Ban hoc titr ban minh va
dong thoi day ngudi d6 nita. Mot Hevrutah t3t 1a mot
nguoi co khad nang tao nén mdi quan hé trong d6 ca hai
bén cling c6 loi. Viéc la hét, gao thét ma céc ciu nhin
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thdy & day chinh la phuong phap déng nao hiéu qua
nhat. Ho tranh ludn voi nhau, khic nghiét véi nhau la dé
mang lai két qua tot nhat cho ngudi kia. Phuong phap
hoc nay dem dén mot mic d§ suy nghi va hoc tap rat
sdu sdc,” thay Dahari giai thich.

“That thiG vi, Socrates?! cling da ting ndi vé diéu
nay,” Itamar b8 sung. “Socrates ndi ring sinh vién
khong thé tiép nhin dugc téi da cdc thong tin ma gido
vién hodc mot ngudi nao d6 day cho anh ta. Tri thire chi
tich Iy va tri tué chi phét trién khi sinh vién d6 tw minh
xtr ly théng tin. Néi cach khac, Socrates cho rang vai tro
dich thuc ctia mt nha gido duc la khich 18 sinh vién tw
minh suy nghi vé moi van dé thong qua qua trinh tu
truy van. Tir ‘GIAO DUC' (education) thire ra xudt phat
mdt tir trong tiéng Latinh 'TEDUCARE’ ¢6 nghia la ‘rat
ra” Nguoi gido vién dua ra nhitng cau héi theo huong
lam sao d€ sinh vién suy nghi, nghién ctru, rut ra dugc
nhitng ¥ kién cia chinh minh. Béng cach nay, sinh vién
sé tur dwa ra két luan cho van dé. Khi sinh vién da nhan
ra rang nhitng y kién va két lufn d6 la thanh qua cta tri
tué ban than chit khong phai clia gido vién thi nhitng
difu d6 sé dé dong lai trong tri nhé ho hon. Cung voi
‘Hevrutah,” méi nguot déu 1a mot ‘mha gido duc trung
1ap’ cia ngudi kia va mdi nguoi déu c6 thé thanh cong
trong viéc tiép thu duoc nhitng suy nghi va y tudng tot
nhit tir ngudi ban hoc chung,” Itamar giai thich.

2 Tridt gia Hy Lap <8 dai, ngudi duge ménh danh 12 bae thdv v truy
van.
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“COn hon thé nira,” thay Dahari nhan xét. “Khi hai
nguoi day nhau, Khi ban day mét ngudi khéc thi trach
nhiém truyén dat kién thirc cho ngudi kia duge dit lén
vai ban, chinh vi thé ban ¢é dong luc dé c& ging hét sixc
minh, 1am sao d6 dé€ hi€u that siu van dé. Méi nguoi cin
tw cot minh la nudc hoa, v6i tit ca nhitng huong thom téa ra
tir 46.” Ong budng hai cinh tay sang hai bén.

“O, cb 1an t6i cing thit dung rdi,” Jerome ndi,
“nhung cai loai nude hoa tdi mua ré qua, dén ndi né
phan tac dung luén. Sudt thoi gian t6i dung loai nudc
hoa d6, khong mét ¢6 gai nao dén gan t6i, dén ca mudi
con cha thém.”

Itamar nhin Jerome cham cham trude khi quay sang
toi. “Jerome ¢o mdt didu rat tha vi, 46 1a Mic nao clng
san sing déng gop y kiéh vao mot cudc thao luan
nghiém tic. Cau ta quan tm dén nhiéu tha, nhung mdi
khi cdu ta 1én tiéng, ai cling két luan r??mg cau ta thong
minh hon ta tudng nhidu.”

Théy Aaronson ra hiéu cho anh chang ddu d6 Joseph
Hayim Schneiderman. Méi chi mét phiit trede, dudng
nhw con khong phin biét duge dau 13 mau do caa tée
con déu la mau dé cvia mét ciu ta thi bdng nhién, luc
nay cdu ta trong thu gidn, thoai mai dén mic kinh ngac.
CAu ta di lai chd chung t6i vdi nu cuedi nd rong trén moi.
Vi gido si gidi thiéu nhanh chiing t6i véi nhau va sau khi
liéc nhin déng hé, dng lich sw cao t.

“Toi phat xudng tang dudi day, sip dén 18 ciu
nguyén budi chiéu réi, nhung tdi cam doan 1 moi ngudi
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s& ¢o rat nhidu chuyén dé trao déi vdéi nhau,” ong co y
chuyén vai tro nguoi cha nha lich thiep cho
Schneiderman.

“Ching t6i rat an twong boi sir s6i ndi cia anh khi
niy,” Jerome lén ti€ng. “Chung t6i thdy cau téng vao
dau ban minh nhitng quan diém vé Torah. Lic d6 hai
nguoi dang tranh luén vé cha dé gi vay?”

“Ching c6 gi ddc biét dau. Lac ndo ching toi ciing
hoc nhu vdy ma,” ciu ta xua tay giai thich. “Ching toi
noéi vé mdt vin d€ trong ludn vin Kedushin cla
Talmud.” Ba chiing tbi chim rai gt dau. Thuc té&'la t0i
chua timg thdy minh s6i ndi trong viée thao ludn vé
Kedushin hay bat it luén van Talmud nao khac.

“Cau khong gia v& hang hai ddy chi¥?” t6i 16 miéng
hoi, ngac nhién béi chinh cau hdi cha minh.

“Mo6t cau hoi rat hay,” cau ta mim cudi. “Thuong thi
khdng. Tuy nhién, d6i khi ching t6i budc minh phai tu
tao ra sy soi noi. Nhung cling c6 nhitng nguoi khong
thue su hao hizng dén vay, su hao hitng bén ngoai chi la
cai vo che day sy tho o bén trong.” Anh ta giai thich
thanh that.

“Hoc nhu thé ¢é thuc sy hiéu qua khong?” Itamar hoi.
“Y t8i 13, viéc la hét, kich ddng nhu thé cd gitup cau nho
va hiéu van dé t&t hon khong?”

“Thuong la co. Ta ludn nhd t6t hon trong trang thai
bi kich thich.”
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“Dung vay...” Itamar déng y. “D6 la Iy do tai sao
Jerome ludn nhd tén tét ca cac cau thi cia ddi Ha Lan.”

Jerome gat dau va nhich dén gin Schneiderman.
“Cau thr kiém tra t6i xem nio,” hin vd nguc thach thic,
“Cie noi ra mét ndm bat ky ndo dé. Tha di...”

“Mot nam gi co?” Schneiderman béi 161, 16 rang
khong theo nhip chu dé cua Jerome.

“U. C& ndi mdt nam bat ky nao do, toi sé ké tén cla
cu tht xuét sac nhat cia ¢¢i Ha Lan trong ndm dd.”

Schneiderman, tréng <6 vé rat to mo. Cau rut vai, hit

mét hon that sdu triede khi bat ra moét nam theo lich Do
Thai, “1456.”

Jerome chodng vang. “1456 ha?” hin hoi, giong cuc
ky bdi roi trong khi Itamar phd 1én cudi.

Schneiderman, ngac nhién trudc phan Gng cta
Jerome va Itamar, nghi rdng minh chon mét nidm hoi
kho nén xua tay va tiép tuc, “Vay thi 1460 nhé... hay 61
di. Ciing chang ¢4 gi quan trong 1dm,” cau c8 dua ra mot
cau hoi dé hon cho Jerome.

“1460 a?” Jerome nhin sang Itamar.

“That day ha,” Jerome bit ra. “N&m 1456 1a nim quai
quy gi vay. C6 thé nam d6 nha tién tri Elijah cling tham
gia ddy nhung d6i Ha Lan chi dé vao thé ky XX théi,
chir ¢6 da vao thé ky XIV dau. Liy mdt nim nao dé
trong thé ky XX di,” Jerome th& hién sur thiéu hiéu biét
ve th& gidi cua Schneiderman.
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“Pugc 1éi, mdt ndm & thé ky XX nhé, tm...”
Schneiderman dimg 1én va nghi mét luc. “Dugc 161, ndm
1908 thi sao?”

Jerome nhin chdm cham vao ciu sinh vién, anh mat
sac nhu dao gam.

“Théi quén di,” Jerome tho dai. RS rang, khoang cach
gi{ra thé gidi cha hai ngudi qua 1on.

“T6i chic chin la anh biét” Schneiderman van c8
trdn an Jerome, ngay ca sau khi chung toi da giai thich
r.:?mg héi @3, néu cé mdn bong da, thi ¢é 1€ nod cling chua
duoc thinh hanh cho 1dm.

“Dl sao, rd rang la anh rdt am hiéu vé cha dé d6
nhung anh khéng muén thé hién kién thie coa minh
trede t6i,” Schneiderman tiép tuc. “Cling y nhw
Solomon vay,” cdu chi vé€ phia Hevrutah ctia minh.

“Thé cac cau lam thé ndo néu gip phai nhing cha dé
khong duge th vi cho 1dm?” t6i hoi. “Cau biét day...
khong phai e nao ta cling ¢6 thé hao hing véi moi cha
dé duoc.”

“Nhimg ltc nhu thé, ching t6i ¢§ gang tao nén sy
nhiét tinh nhan tao, sir dung giong ndi ca minh,”

G-igng nam trung cta Schneiderman ~
Hoc l)ing cich néi tl].@.t to

“Pé 1a sy khac biét gitra ly thuyét va thuc hanh,”
Thay Dahari nhanh chong giai thich, “Cach hiéu qua
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nhit d&€ hoc tdp va [am chu mét van d€ méi 1a trai
nghiém né mdt cich chu dong. Ta ¢6 thé hoc duge moi
thir Iy thuyét ta mudn vé ky thuat 1ai xe, boi 16i hay y
hoc, nhung chi minh 1y thuyét khéng théi thi khong thé
so sanh dugc véi kinh nghiém ngdi sau tay [4i, lin ngup
trong mét bé boi hay dirng bén ban ma. Thure hién mot
cong viée gitp ngudi ta ddng héa thong tin vé ly thuyét
tét hon. D6 1a Iy do vi sao hoc Torah lai khic so véi hoc
nhiing phuong phap khac.

“Q nhitng truong hoc théng thudng, sinh vién chi
ngdi im ling trong 16p va ling nghe gido vién giang bai
hodc ngdi trong thw vién vi tim toi qua cac sach bao,
cac dé tai nghién ctru. Con trong mét truong dao, sinh
vién phai ‘phun trao’ va ‘blung nd khi nghién ciru
Torah. Ho sé phai str dung tat ca ngudn ning lugng cua
minh, d& moi co quan tham gia vio sy hoc dé — va nhat
la phai néi that to! Cé nguwoi da ting ndi vdi toi rang
bing cach ndi to nhitng diéu ta hoc dirge, ta kich hoat
ca hai ban ciu nio va cai thién kha nang nhan thitc, sy
tap trung va tri nhd.

F

“Con nguoi ta thuong chi dung thi gidc, tirc la chn
yéu ghi nhé moi diéu thong qua viéc doc. Khi ta ndi to
1én nhitng diéu ta hoc tic 13 ta bo sung mét gidc quan
nita vao viéc ghi nhé - thinh giac. N6 ciing giéng nhu
xem TV c6 tiéng hay tit tiéhg vay. Hoc béng cach ndi to
thue sw gitp in diu kiéh thitc vao tAm hon coa mot
nguoi dé kién thire do sé ton tai trong tri nhé [au hon.”
Thay Dahari két thiic mdt cach ddy hinh anh.
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“Th& gao thét nhu vay khong lam anh huéng dén
viéc hoc tdp cua nhitng nguoi khiac sao?” Jerome
béan khodn.

“Khéng chi ¢ vay,” Thay Dahari tiép tuc, khong d€'y
dén cAu hoi cha Jerome. “Sau dd, cdc sinh vién lai quay
vé cac 1op hoc theo do tudi va kha ndng caa tirng nguoi.
Tuy véy, trong cac 16p hoc, chung t6i ciing co cach hoc
khac s0 véi cdc truong hoc binh thudng mot chit. O day,
khong ai phai gio tay xin phat biéu. At mudn hoi hay noi
gi thi cr ding 1én va phét biéu. Nhitng cau hoi c6 the
duoc hoi vio bat ar Iic no va véi bat ik gido vién nao,
thAm chi ca hiéu trirdng.”

“Tuyét voi,” Jerome than phuc.

“Tuy véy, khéng phai ai ciing chdp nhén viéc d6,”
Thay Dahari néi thém. “Cé nhimg gido vién khong thich
bi lam phién.”

“Dé chinh 13 difu ldc nay tdi vira mudn hoi day.
Lam thé nao ma nhiing dm thanh hdn don, st 6n ao
lai khéng lam anh huong dén sy tip trung cua nhing
sinh vién khac?”

“Ciing c6 ngudi c6 thé thiy khé chiu nhung chic 1a

ho quen véi didu do roi,” toi xen vao. “Nhung ¢6 mot

_thue & rat tha vi 1a nhiéu ngudi lai tap trung hon trong

méi trrong xung quanh toan tiéng 6n ao. Nhu toi ching

han. Téi ludn hoc & nhitng quén ca phé, Toi khong thé

ngdi trong phong & nha ma hoc dwgc. Sw im ldng lam toi
thay ttc ché than kinh 1im.”
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Jerome cudi. “Té cling thé, nhung ngay xuwa, té da
durge day [a phai ngdi im & ban ma hoc. Thé nén t¢ méi
nghi dang & ra la phai nhu viy.”

“VO ly!” 161 xua tay. “Cac ly thuyét v€ gido duc ludn
thay d6i. Minh phai lam nhiing gi minh thay la hiéu qua
v6i minh nhét chit. O trudng dai hoc Hebrew o
Jerusalem, ngudi ta con tién hanh nghién ciru va nhan
thdy ring sinh vién tiép thu théng tin 5t hon trong
nhitng lép hoc 6n a0.”

“Thét khong th€ tin duge,” Jerome phan khich. “Y
cdu 1a td cd thé hoc trong tiéng nhac AC/DC sao?”

“Pimng 6 nhanh nhau thé'chit. Tat nhién khong thé la
AC/DC dugce roi. Cai nhém nhac kinh di do. Tuy nhién,
nhém khéc thi chic van dwoc,” thi dua.

“Thay vi am nhac, anh c¢o th&€ tim cho minh mot
Hevrutah dé€ hoc chung va thuc hanh viéc déng nao,”
Schneiderman ¢é vé khé chiu vi phuong phéap hoc cia
anh ta bj dem ra bép méo. “Du & phong t6i van nghe
nhac khi hoe mot minh. Billy Joe.”

“That ha?” Jerome ngac nhién. “Cau dwoc phép nghe
Billy Joe ha?”
“Sao lai khong chi¥? Ong 4y lam gi sai sa0?”

“Khéng phai thé&. Téi chi nghi rang cic ciu khong
dugc phép...om... nghe...m nhac cta ching tbi,”
Jerome &p ung.

“Anh nghi bubn cudi that ddy,” Schneiderman ngac
nhién. “Tuy viy, c6 mdt Hevrutah van t6t hon nhidu. Néu
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anh khéng c6 ngudi hoc cling thi cd thé tw hoc mot minh
béang cach ndi to 1én, ding trong phong, di lén di xudng,
noi véi chinh minh nhw kiéu dimg trén buc dién gia &y.”

“Cé thé tim mot Hevrutah & dau nhi?” Jerome bang
quo. “Piang quang cdo trén bao a?”

“Néu anh mudn tim, anh s& tim thiy,” Schneiderman
két luan. “Chung ta ra ngoai hit tho khi trdi chit di,” cau
tagoly.

Chung t6i ra khoi hdi trudng va budc vao hanh lang
né4o nhiét nhung thit sy ma ndi, that ngugce doi, la nd lai
it 6n hon nhiéu so voi trong phong hoc. Khi di xudng
ciu thang, Jerome tiép tuc hoi v€ mat thé chat cia viéc
hoc hanh. “Téi thiy nguoi theo dao Iudn hoc va cau
nguyén theo mot nhip diéu. Cau biét ddy, du dua cham
rai. Tai sao lai thé?”

Kj’r ning Ben-Gurion ~ Ning luqng ctta nio l)é_v

“Dé chinh 1a cAu hdi ma nha vua nurde Kuzari da hoi
Gi4o si Yehuda Halevi,” Thay Dahari tra loi.

“Thé ciu tra 1oi la gi?”

“Nhiéu nam sau, ong 4y mdi phat hién ra. Dong tac
du dua gitp lam dm co thé va ting luong mau luu
thong. Tuy vay, théi quen nay cé mét sy khot dau khiém
ton hon nhiéu. Thoi dé, ching ta vaAn con thiéu nhimg
van ban kinh Torah nén ngudi ta phai chia nhau dé doc.
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Vay nén, mot nguoi phai cli xudng dé€ doc va khi nguoi
nay ngoi thang dy thi ngudi khdc lai ctii xudng va tiép
tuc doc, e nhu thé’ cho dén khi nao xong thi thoi.

“Nguoi ta da chitng minh duge rang cir dong ciia co
thé giGp cai thién kha ning suy nghi va hoc tap. Sé t6t
hon néu dimg hoc hoic vira di vira hoc.”

“Nhung sao lai thé?” Jerome thac mic.

”"C6 hai ly do,” Itamar tra 16i. “Clr dong du dua gip
thiét 1ap mét nhip diéu Jam cho con ngudi tip trung va
gia ting lwong oxy 1én nio. Ngudn oxy bé sung nay
lam ting kha ning suy nghi mét cach 16 rang.”

“Cau noi sao co? Tikc 1a néu ¢ ngdi thi nao td sé nhan
duoc it oxy hon a?” Jerome dua.

“Thuc t€'1a diing vdy. Va khong chi lae cau ngdi dau.
Luong oxy trong khdng khi da giam déng ké trong vong
vai trdm ndm qua do hau qua cia 6 nhiém mdi truong.
Ngay nay, luong oxy trong khong khi & cac khu d6 thj da
giam dang ké so vdi thoi diém dau thé'’ky XX. D6 laly do
tat sao nhiéu nguoi dan thanh thi lai bi nhiing chimg nhu
dau dau, di ung, u€ oai va cic cin bénh khic. Tat ci
nhitng diéu nay déu tac dong dén kha ning tip trung cha
¥ va suy nghi cia con ngudi & mdt mirc dd nhat dinh. Dé
sty nghi higu qua hon, con ngudi can dén nhiéu oxy trén
ndo hon ma mét trong nhimg cach rat t6t d¢ ting luong
oxy la van dong co thé nhu di lai, ding 1én ngdi xudng,
boi 16i. Mot s6 nguot con goi y nén trdng cay chubi trude
khi bat dau hoc bai.”
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“Gibng bitc anh néi tiéng chup cru Thi tuéng Israel
David Ben-Gurion ¢ b& bién,” t6i bd sung.

“Chinh xac. Va nhin 6ng dy ma xem, mét nha lanh
dao kiét xuat. Tat ca la nho 6ng dy thuong xuyén trong
cay chudi day.”

“That té 1a chang cd diéu lut ndo yéu ciu cic vi thn
tudng chinh phu tréng ciy chudi trude khi bat ddu ngay
lam viéc chia minh,” Jerome goi y. “Dat nude 6 thé da
khac di rat nhifu néu cé diéu [uat nhu thé. Ma thuc ra,
tot nhat la a dé ho trong cay chudi ca ngay di. Nhu thé
ho sé it gay hai cho dat nwdc hon.”

Tét ca chiing t&i déu tim chd ngdi khi ra déh khoang san
nho trong khudn vién tradng, chi ¢6 Jerome van dung.

“Cau ¢6 biét 1a Einstein da nghi ra thuyét tuong déi
trong khi dang di di lai lai khong?” Jtamar not.

“Hinh nhu d3 ¢d 18n ciu ndi véi bon to rdi.”

“Thé cac cau c6 biét 1a Victor Hugo da viét Nhitng
ngudi khon khd'trong khi ding khéng?”

“That a?”

“Codn Mozart soan ra nhiéu ban nhac trong khi di dao.

Beethoven thi d8 nuwdc dé 1én ddu trude khi ngdi vao cay
dan d€ bat dau sang tac.”

Schneiderman rat tir trong thi 4o ra mét bao thudc 14
va moi chung toi.

“Céat gi co, cac cau dugc hat thudc nira ha?’ Jerome
18y mét didu va dua 1én moi.
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Cau sinh vién gat dau, 18y bat Ia va chim thudc.
“Chi & bén ngoai nay thdi,” cau tra 15i, khong biét y
Jerome hoi 1a chung chung, chi khéng phai la o dau.

“Ho ¢6 thé hit thudt, mién 1a khdng hit vio,” t6i dia.

“That sao?”

“Khéng,” t6i tra 161 cut lin, mat ching bidu 1§ cam
xGc gi. Jerome t9i nghi@p trong béi r6i khung khiép. “Ho
duoc phép hat thudc,” toi giai thich. “Ho nghe Billy Joe.
Thé day.”

“Vay, xin nhan 13y 151 xin 161 cta t6i,” Jerome néi, 6
vé kho chiu. “T6i khong biét ciu ¢6 tin khoéng nhung ciu
[a ngudi theo dao chinh théng diu tién ma t6i tiép xuc
trong sudt cudc ddi minh.”

“Do chinh la mét trong nhiing van d€ 16n nhat cta dat
nuée Israel nay,” Itamar thoi dai. “Néu khong 6 cudce thi
nghiém nho nho cia chung ta, ¢6 khi ciu sé séng hét cudc
ddi minh ma khéng duoc néi chuyén véi mot ngudi theo
dao chinh théng mat. Do 1a mét trong nhitng vin dé
nghiém trong nhat cia hé thong giao duc.”

Thay Dahari gt ddu déng y. Schneiderman hoi cti
thap ddu va thi tham, “Ching ta déu cling cé chung
nhiing t6i 181, ¢ mét khia canh nao d6.” Anh ta ngéng
dau 1én, nheo nheo mit. “Rat nhidu ngudi trong cong
dong dao chinh théng so nhitng anh hudng day tinh
cim d6 ctia thé gioi bén ngoai. Nhitng cam db d6 c6 the
dé dang 4p déo nhimg nguoi nguoi khdng co ban linh.
Mot ngueoi nhan thire 16 rang duoc nhitng 161 1dm cua
minh co thé tin huong nhing didu t6t dep tiv thé gidi
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clia cac anh trong khi van tranh xa duoc nhirng diéu xau
xa.” Cau ta dap nhe diéu thudc, d€ tan roi ddy xubng
nén dit.

Jerome hit mot hoi va khoanh tay lai. Méc du chung
tdi ngdi dudi bong ram nhung troi van rat néng biic,
mui md hdi ngdt ngat trong khong khi.

“Cé ai mudn udng gi d6 khong?” Jerome chi vé phia
chiéc quan nho nho ¢ goc san.

“Chinh xac 12 cdc anh dang nghién ctu vé van dé gi
vay?” Schneiderman héi sau khi Jerome da ghi lai
nhimng dé udng moi ngudi mudn goi va di vé phia quan.
Itamar giai thich 6 hon. Khi cdu ta noi vé cude thi
nghiém ctia chiing t6i, mdt suy nghi bong nhién nay ra
trong dau cau ta.

Nghia vy P]:Lé.i vui vé ~ Nguyén thc ctia dizc tin

“Nguyén tic chi dao cia phong trao Hasidic Ia gi?”
Itamar quay sang thay Dahari.

Vi gido si ludn tay qua bd rau trong lic tim nhimg tir
nglr that chinh xac dé tra 1oi.

“Hasidic 1a mét phong trao tén gido dugc khai xuong
vao th& ky XVII boi gido si Ba'al Shem Toy. Ong cho
ra"mg Dtic Chua that sy mudn long tan tam, dic tin hon
1a nhimg kién thitc sdu sac vé Kinh thanh. Chi bang drrc
tin xu4t phat tit tim hén con ngudi méi thue sw dén gan
Nguoi hon.”
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“Vay, ong nghi, lam sao ma phong trao nay thu hut
duoce nhi€u nguoi dén vay?”

“Toi cho ring don gidn 13 né di cho tit ca moi nguoi
Do Thai co hdi duoc trai nghiém Chiia qua diic tin. Ta
khong can phai [4 mét hoc gia Torah vi dai méi c6 thé
dat dén mirc d6 théa man vé tinh than cao nhu the”

“No6i cach khic, ta ¢6 thé néi rang phong trao Hasidic
di lam ting gia tri ban than ctia mdi nguodi Do Thai,
nhét 1a nhitng nguoi khong phai nghién ctiru chuyén sau
nhu cic hoc gia. Ma cho dén thoi ky d6 thi cach duy
nhat d& mot nguoi ¢6 thé trai nghiém Dic Chia la phai
¢6 mdt kién thirc that siu rong vé luat [¢ Do Thai. Vay,
dé€ don gian, ta c6 thé néi, phong trao Hasidic da mang
d€n cho nhitng nguoi khong cd thoi gian, sic e dé
theo dudi viée hoc hanh hay nhitng ngudi khdng dwoc
sinh ra véi s sic sao ctia cac hoc gid mot cach dé dén
gan Nguwoi hon.”

“Clng c6 thé néi vdy,” vi gido si xac nhan.

“Vay chinh xéc 1a ho 1am thé nao d& dat dénh mirc 46
thanh tim nhuw thé?”

“Béing niém say mé, hanh phuic chan thanh. Cac cau
da bao gi¢ thay nhitng ngudi Do Thai dong Hasidic
cdu nguyén chuwa. Ho gao thét, dam chan, v tay, nhay
méa dm 1 va ndo dong. Dén tin ngay nay, ¢6 nhiéu
ngusi van phan ddi Hasidic boi vi déi khi nhitng mén
dé cua phong trao nay di qué xa. Chéng thiéu gi nhing
cau chuyén vé mén dé Hasidic nhay mua, nhao [6n hay
chay nhu dién ngoai dudng phd. Muc dich ctia ho la
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dat dén trang thai xuat than, niém sung sudng ¢ muc
d6 dinh diém.”

“That tha vi,” Itamar thé hién sy hai long. “Nhung
néu mot mon dé Hasidic trai qua mot ngay toi té voi tam
trang khong tot thi sao? Lam sao anh ta c6 thé bat minh
hao hing duogc?”

“Tdi khong hidu cau hoi clia cau 1am,” vi gido sindi,

“Tdi vira nhd lai mot cdu ma Schneiderman da noi.
Chu ta bao sé ty dit minh vao trang thai nhiét tinh
nhin tao,” Itamar nhd¢ lai.

Vi gido s1 mim cudi va git dau. “Dang vay, nhimg
diéu Schneiderman néi ho2n toan chinh xac. Pon gian la
ngeoi do sé ty dat minh vac moét tam trang... nodi thé
nao nhi. Co thé con ngudi nhu mét thir ddng co, ta khoi
dong & s& mot va cudi cung vé sO ndm. Nhitng cir déng
nhit dinh clia co thé trong lic nghién ciry, hoc tap s€ ti
tit ndng con ngudi 1én cho dén khi dat dén trang thai
hoan toan say mé. Khéi dau that chdm réi dan dén lén
dén mitc cao nhat.”

“Ngay nay, chiing ta biét ring cach suy nghi cta
mot ngudi cd thé tic dng dén hanh vi va muc do
thanh cong cta nguoi do,” Itamar khoanh tay. “Mot
cach tiép cén tich cuc s€ mang lai nhiing két qua tich

- cyc trong khi mot cach tiép can tiéu cue sé dan dén
nhitng két qua tiéu cuc. By gio, ching ta lai biét thém
ring diéu nguoc lai cing diing — hanh dong cia ta, tic
1a nhitng cit dong cla co thé, cling ¢6 tic dong dén
cach suy nghi cua ta.”
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“Vay t¢ da lam gi sai a?” Jerome quay trd lai va nghe
dugc cdu cudi cing cua Itamar.

“Bon t& ¢6 ndi vé cau dau,” tdi trdn an han.

“Sao lai khong?” hin c6 vé thiy bi xtic pham khi dua
d6 udng cho moi nguoi.

“Bon t¢ dang ndi dén méi lién hé gita cir déng cua
co thé€ trang thai tinh cam véi cich suy nghi cia mét
con ngudi, thir nay xuit phét tir thi kia, tdc dong qua
lai 1in nhau.”

Jerome ding ngay nhu tugng. “T¢ s¢ minh dd ci
dong sai mat r6i. To co nén dua d6 udng lai tir dau
khéng nhi? C6 1& 1a b6t nhiét tinh di mét chat...” hin
cuoi toe toet.

“Bon t¢ dang noéi dén nhitng nguoi Do Thai Hasidic
ma,” Itamar git gong. “Khi cdu mudn lam ai d6 thay
thoai mai, hay dé nghi ngudi d6 thay doi tir thé’” Itamar
quay tré lai chti dé ban ndy. “Dau nging, lung thang,
mat nhin thér\g. Khong phai khiu hiéu dau, d6 1la mot
thirc té' vé mét sinh ly hoc ddy!”

Itamar dung ddy va ra hiéu cho Jerome. “Déy, cau
thir nhé... lam theo loi to,” cau ta bit dau. “Dé tay ra hai
bén swom.”

Jerome bd coe nude xudng, thang nguoi lai va dé tay
sang hai bén.

“Tét. Bay gio, ngang ddu lén va nhin 1én ngon ciy.”

Jerome lam theo.
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“Cuoi di”
Jerome, cé vé thich thi trd nay, 1am ngay,
“Réi, néi to nhé, van cudi nguyén nhu thé, ‘Téi thiy
that kinh khung. TAm trang t6i dang rat té hai.””

Jerome nudt nude bot, hit mot hoi that sdu d€ git
nguyén nu cuedi trén moi, va trong lae duy tri cdi miéng
cudi, hin ¢cd mo miéng, “To6i thiy that kinh...”
lén cuoi.

roi pha

“Thay chua,” Itamar cuoi. “Cau khong fam duge dau.”

“Khéng thé lam duoc,” Jerome thd trong lic lay tay
lau nuée mit.

“Tam trang ciu khong thé toi t& duge néu cdu buge
minh phai giit co thé & mét tir thé vui vé va mdt phong
cach lac quan. Moi su thay d8i vé sinh ly déu din dén
thay ddi vé€ tinh than,” Itamar nhdp mét ngum nuroc.

“T& khdng tw nghi ra cai day dau,” céu ta tiép tuc.
“C6 mot s6 hoc thuyét da noi vé van dé nay. Khi trang
thai v€ thé chat di xudng thi mirc d nang luong va kha
nang suy nghi cling di xudng theo. Piéu nguogc lai cling
ding — khi ta thdy vui vé, bay ‘trén ting may thit chin’
nhut nguedi ta van noi, thi trang thai dé ciing anh hudng
dén cach suy nghi caa ta.”

“Nhitng cit dong trong khi hoc tdp hay cidu nguyén
khdng chi giap tap trung va gia ting lugng oxy 1én ndo
ma con cai thién tam trang va lam toan b qua trinh hoc
tap hiéu qua hon. Noi cach khic, d€ hoc hanh va suy
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nghi mot cach hiéu qua, ta phai c6 tam trang thét tot,”
cdu ta két luan.

“Ban phai song vui vé,” Jerome hat toang lén, “ban

“Mot bai hat rat hay,” Itamar nhin xét. “Dung la t&
chira bao gio nghi dén bai hat d6. Ban phai song vui veé.
Khong phai la ‘Ban cdn sdng vui vé&" hay ‘Ban nén song
vui v¢.” Bai hat 46 ndi o r?lng ‘Ban phai s6ng vui vé.
PHAL Thit chinh xac. Nguoi Do Thai phai song vui veé.
Chung ta khong c6 lwa chon nao khac.” Cau ta ngdi
xudng va ngam nghi.

Thay Dahari rat ra mét cudn sich mau dé duoc trang
tri bing nhitng hinh vé rat dep va bit ddu lat céc trang
sach. Ong dirng lai & mot trang va mim cudi. “Can gi
dén nhitng duw 4n nghién ctru lon lao chi, khi ching ta
c6 nhitng loi khuyén sang sudt clia gido si Nahman & thé’
ky XVI?” Ong duta cudn sach cho Itamar.

“Céi gl vay?” Itamar hoi.

“Mot cudn sach vé dao dire cha gido si Nahman. Doc
trang d¢6 d1.”

Ttamar h.fmg giong. “Nhirng di¢u nhay va nhitng ci dong

AP

cua co thé' sé ddnh thirc niém vui trong ban. Va khi ban cing
vui vé thi khd ndng tri tué ctia ban cang tré nén vieng chic.”

“Tuyét voi,” Itamar xoa tran. “Day chinh la diém
mau chdt caa nhirng gi t6i vira néi.”

“Cha y mét diém nita,” thay Dahari néi trong liic mo
mot trang khac va dua cho Itamar xem. “‘Ndi to gitip tgo
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nén sw hao hieng va sdn sinh ra siec song trong tdt cd cic co
uan cua co thé”’ N6 cang dan ta dén diéu cin ban cua
g
toan by qua trinh — néi to. Cude thao ludn cua ching ta
da bit dau ¢ chinh diém nay.”

“Toi xem lai cudn sach mdt chit dwoc khdng?”

- 8
[tamar hoi voi ban nang cia mot ngueoi vita kham pha ra
mot diéu gi do that vi dai. Cau ta 14t 1at cac trang sach.

“Cau at cam di. T8i con mot ban nita & nha.”

Schneiderman dung day tim thiing rac d€ bo vo lon
soda. Khéng tim thay nén anh ta d€ n6 lén tudng va ldy
tay lau miéng. “Dicu nguoc lai cling ding,” anh ta 1am
bam. “Sw gidn dit, ndi s¢ hii, ndi lo ling va nhiing tic
nhan tiéu cyc khac cing lam han ché kha nang tri tué
cua con nguoi.”

“Vé tdm ly ma noi thi co thé giai thich cho thuc t&' do
duoc khong?” t6i thac méc.

“Chac chan la c6 chit,” vi gido si tra 16i. “Sy tire gidn
dan dén ching hay quén boi vi né lam ngudi ta trai qua
ndi dau va sy mat can bing vé tam 1y.”

“Mat can bang vé tam 1y?”

“Khi mot nguot tire gian thi linh hén ngudi 46 roi
khoi co thé va dé ngudn nang lugng bén ngoai chiém
cho no. Sy gidn dit lam hai dén linh hén va bién cude
sOng cha mdt ngudi thanh dia nguc trn gian.”

“Ta khong thé suy nghi mét cach logic hay hiéu qua
trong khi dang gian dit,” Itamar nhan xét. “Da ai bao
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cau dimg noi chuyén véi ngreoi khac trong lac gian dir
ma hdy cho dén lac cai dau ngudi bét chwa?” cdu ta
hudéng cau hoi vé phia Jerome.

“Chua,” hin tra 16, mat to vé thd 0. “Ching viée g
phaj lam thé T¢ ching bao gid mat binh tinh véi ai.”
Jerome chép tay, nhin 1én trod, né mot nu cudi ngay tho
v tol.

“U, phai r61,” t6i cudi. “Tham chi ca khi Ha Lan tham
bai trizde Argentina.” Tai vo vai hdn khi hin nhé lai ndi
buc doc clia minh vé két qua trin dau ma chang toi
cung xem vdi nhau.

Jerome ditng im va rit mét hoi m&u thudc 14 con lai,
gi¢ da khong con chiit nicotine nao nira. “Nhimg cai tén
do sé mai mai bj xoa khoi lich s.”

Toi ti€p tuc k& chuyén ciu tha ngudi Argentina
Batistota da 1am Jerome ndi dién déh mikc nao. Hin cang
ngay cang kich dong theo dién biéh cua cau chuyén ti
k& Néu cdé mét dicu 1am Jerome cdu tiét nhat thi dé 1a
nhimg tran thua cay ding ctia ddi béng ma hin yéu
thich. Sau khi két thiic man tra tin cia minh, toi dit tay
1én vai hin.

“Nao, Jerome, bdy gid ndéi cho Joseph Hayim
Schneiderman biét d6i hinh toan sao ctia Ha Lan nim
1977 di nao.”

“T¢ khéng thich,” hin 14m bam.

“Céu khdng thich hay khéng thé nao?”
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“Nay... théi di ma!” Giong han thay ddéi, khong con
ve tirc gian nita.
“Drrge roi, thé thi ndi di.”

Jerome hit sdu va liét ké tén cac cdu tha bé’mg giong,
rdt ngoan ngoan. “Hanne Hagary, Rob Rensenbrink,
Van Der Kerkhof... cau vira long rdi chit ha?”

“Thé tén dau cia Van Der Kerkhof la gi?” toi hoi.

“T& khong thich néi véi cau,” hin mat kién nhan.

“Théi ma. N6i di,” t6i binh tinh nin ni han.

R6 rang 1a hin dang ¢§ nhé nhung hinh nhw cdi tén
van khéng chju hién ra trong tam tri han.

Tat ca ching t6i ngodi im lang. Jerome & nhd lai
nhung cudi cing danh chiu bé tay. “Dugc rdi. Lic nay
to khéng nhé ra. Cau vui rdi chir ha??

“Cung hoi hoi r81,” Ttamar cuoi. “Tat ci moi ngudi &
day déu chic chin la cau biét ciu tra 1oi, Chi la ciu
khong thé nhé ra dwec khi cdu dang buc minh thdi,
ding khéng? D6 chinh la van d€ day.”

“N6i cach khac, khong nén hoc khi dang trong tam
trang kho chiu. Pdu tién, phai 18y lai binh tinh da, cho
di1 cdu ching bao gi¢r cdn di ching nita,” ti tréu hin,
mét chuyén ma Itic nao toi cling rat gioi.

Jerome vin nap chai, va khi tdi vira két thic cau néi
tréu hin, hin tam 13y tay t6i va rot nude xudng dau toi.
“Té khong phai 1a nguoi can lam mat lai dau, cau méi
can ay!”
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Moi nguroi cung cuoi.

“Té chi dinh gitip cdu ting oxy 1én nio bing phirong
phép ctia Beethoven théi ma.” Han cudi khodi tra.

Jerome lai ngdi xudhg chd birc twong. Tdi lau nude
trén mat va vay cho kho chiée do di.

Diéu nay lam t6i nhd dén 6ng bac Abraham cia tbi.
Ong 12 mdt trong nhimg ngudi binh tinh nhat ma téi
tirng biét. ‘Néu buc minh ma t8t, dng van hay néi, ‘thi
t0i san sang ngiy nao ciing buc minh’ Mbi 1dn ¢
chuyén gi dé khién t6i cduy, tdi déu nghi dén cau ndi don
gian do ciia bac.

ltamar, theo théi quen, rGt cudn s8 ra, via ghi
vira noi,

“Bi quyét hoc tip trong cac trudng dao: hoc véi mot

Hevrutah, hoc bing cach néi to va hoc trong khi co
dong mot cach vui vé.”

“Va nghe nhac cua Billy Joe trong luc hit thudc

Newport nita chit,” Jerome b sung. “Hay cd I& t6t hon
la Malboro?”

“Thate ra, t6t hon hét 1a khong nén hat thude.” Thay
Dahari néi, méic du ong thira biét 1a Jerome chi dita théi.
“Thudc han ch&hiéu qua hoc tap.”

“Chang t6i cé mét nguyén tic nita ma cé thé anh
mudn ghi lai.” Schneiderman goi y. “Theo y toi thi
nguyén tic ndy tham chi con quan trong hon.”
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Schneiderman ~ nguoi chinh P]Jl_.lC

~ Bi tluyét clia suf sing subt

Hau hét moi ngwoi déu thich thé hién hiéu biét cua
minh trirdc mit nguoi khac. Téi ciing vay khi 161 hoc
chung véi Hevrutah cta toi. Ddi voi i, cam giac can
phai ngdt 16i ngudi ban hoc va soi sang ciu ta bing
nhimg sang kién cia minh 1a mét diéu rat binh thuong,
nhit 1a khi tdi tin twéng rang difu tdi cAn phai noi cé
tam quan trong 1on lao, sau sic. T6i duoc nhin vao hoc
tai treong dao nay boi vi toi dwoc coi 1a nguot ¢ kha
nang chia s¢ kién thic véi nguoi khdc. Méc du vy, ngay
dau tién tai truong, thiy hiéu trudng da kéo toi ra mot
bén va nhic ti nhé diéu ma cac nhi hién triét da noi,
“Moi sw huénh hoang, cho dit anh ta thdt sy théng minh di
nira — déu khién sw sang sudt roi bo anh ta.”

Liic nao cing phai nhin nhuong.

Thay Dahari gat ddu xdc nhan. RS rang la ong rat
thich nghe ciu sinh vién xuét sic nay phat biéu.

“Thdy Hanina so sanh viéc nghién ciu Torah voi
nurde,” Schneiderman noi ti€p. “Nudc ludn chay tir noi
cao xudng noi thdp. Cing tuong tu nhu thé, mét nguoi
bidt khiém ton thi sé hoc duwoc nhiéu didu mdi mé. Néu
ta nghi rang minh biét moi thit thi ta sé khong hoc duoc
nhimg diéu mdi mé va khong bao gid xem xét lai nhiing
cai da biét. Trong bat air trieong hop nao, khi d6 ‘su sang
sudt sé tir bo ta.’
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“Tuy vay, nguoi khiém tdn va nhin nhuong khong
quan tam dén nhirg didu ma ngudi khic nghi vé minh
va ciing ching cdn phai ching té minh. M&i quan tam
[én nhat ctia ngudi d6 1a ling nghe va hoc héi nhiing
diéu mai mé.”

“Chiéc khién bao vé cho su sdng sudt chinh la sy im
lang,” Itamar noi.

“Chinh xac!” Schneiderman thét lén.
Itamar lai m¢& tdp gidy va viét.

Chung t6i tiép tuc tro chuyén v€ cudc sdng tai truong
dao, cac méi quan hé tén gido va nhitng van &@ lién
quan khdc cho dén khi Joseph Hayim Schneiderman
phai quay v€ truong. Chung tdi tam biét, mong sé co co
héi gdp nhau vao mét 1an khac.

“Cac cdu gdp cau ta khéng phai do tinh co dau,”
Thay Dahari néi. “T6i da xin phép hiéu truong trudong
dé cau ta duoc giip cac ciu lan nira.”

“Cam on thdy,” Itamar tra 1oi. “Chiing t6i rat mudn
gap lai cau dy, va ching tdi thuc s cam kich vi sy giip
do cua thay.”

“Tdt cing mudn tham gia cling cdc cau vao lan sau.”
Ong gat dau. “Schneiderman khéng biét minh ndi tiéng
dén mic nao dau. Cau ta dugce coi 1a mot nguoi cd dau oc
phi thudng. O mdt khia canh nio do, ngudi ta cho ring
cau ta dugc ban cho mdt tri nhd dang kinh ngac. Miéc du
ti ¢6 biét mt vai phuong phap ma ciu ta s dung, toi
van mudh cic cdu im hidu cich ciu ta ding nhimng
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phuong phap do mét cach sdu hon. Thém nita, t6i cho
rdng cau ta cling sé hoc durgc nhiéu diéu tir cac cau.”

“Sg rat thit vi day,” toi noi.

“Dring vdy,” ong git diu. “D6 sé 1a mot budi dong
ndo v€ cac phirong phap ghi nho. Tich hop cac phuong
phép hién dai véi nhimg phurong phép truyén théng cua
ngudi Do Thai ma cac nha hién triét xua da sit dung. Tat
ca chiing ta déu sé hoc hoc duwgc nhidu th, va cau,
Jerome a, cdu c6 thé mit ra dugc nhimg diéu bd ich cho
muc tiéu ma cdu dang theo dudi.”

“Tuyét voi,” Itamar thot 1én.

“MOt sdng kién vi dai,” toi noi thém.

“T6i sé mang vai chiéc dia CD cha Billy Joe va
Mordecai Ben-Davis Verdiger di. Nhu thé, chung ta c6
thé két hop truyén thdng vdi hién dai d€ tao ra hiéu
¢ng hoan hao,” hin dia. “T6i s& mang ca dia cta
Scorpions nira.”

“La ai thé?” vi gido s1 hoi.

“P)é 1a mot ban nhac rock, toi sé bat cho thay nghe khi
t8i mudn xua hét moi ngudi di.”

“Sao ching ta khéng gap nhau ¢ Café Ladino nhi?”
toi goi y.

Vi gido si ludn tay vio b rau. “Ché d6 c6 chimg
nhan kosher® khong?”

2 Thyc pham duge cip chimg nhan kosher 1a nhitng thye phim tuan
theo ludt 1é cha ngudi Do Thai,
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“Thay hoi kiéu gi véy?” Jerome hanh déng nhu thé
cau hoi d6 xtic pham dén hin ta ldm vay. “Fabio la mét
tay cudng truyén théng. Tbi da thdy nhiéu ngudi theo
dao ngdi & do rdi.”

“Ai cdp ching nhin kosher cho quan d6?” vi gido si
van khing khing.

“D6 Ia chitng nhan kosher Glatt,” Itamar tran an éng.

“Dung 18i. Cho dé la siéu sibu cuc kosher Tudn,”
Jerome lam nham. “Cai ching nhian d¢ gidng ci ma
Giao chu cta Israel treo trong bép day.”

Vi gido si cudi pha 1én va v6 vai Jerome. “Cau dung
la mdt anh chang d¢c nht vo nhi ddy Jerome a.”
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Hop nhém vé
su cai thién tri nhé
cua Jerome

khd ning tip trung va tiép thu kién thic

Y chneiderman, di cing voi thdy Dahari va
Itamar, hon 1én chiéc bua & 161 vao quan Café

Ladino. Ciu gitt chat ve chiéc do vest mau den.
Ngudi ndo nhin thdy ciu ciing cé &n tuong ring c6 diéu
gl d6 dang lam cdu boi rdi. Sy xuat hién chia mot hoc gia
tré & mot noi khic hdn khung canh tu nhién, gan giii voi
cau khoi day su tO mo cua nhimng ngudi khach trong
quan. (Nhitng sinh vién trudng dao rat it khi vao quan ca
phé cung véi nhitng nguoi Do Théi khong md dao khac.)
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Fabio vui mimg dén tiép nhitng vi khach cta minh
va dan moi ngudi dén mot chiec ban g0 O goc sin, noi
Jerome va t6i dang ngdi doi. Chitng tai dung lén bat
tay nhau.

“Mét noi rat dep,” Thay Dahari budng 1o khen trude
khi quay sang Fabio va bay to mong mudn dirgc xem
gidy chung nhdn kosher cua quan. Fabio chay vao bép
va tro lai véi mot to gidy da duoc long khung. Vi gido s
xem xét mot hoi va gat ddu hai long,

“Céu thdy sao, Joseph Hayim?” Jerome hoi ciu sinh
vién. “Céu di timg thay noi nao dep hon noi nay chwa?”

Schneiderman cudi ngurong, “Néi that, t6i khong hay
dén quan ca phé ldm, nhung chd nay cé vé rat dé chiu.”

Chung téi cling ngdi xudng va cham cha nghién ciu
thuc don.

“Moi ngudi cé mudn t6i gidi thiéu mdt chit ve cic
mon dac biét cua quan khong?” Fabio hoi, anh ta van
ditng bén ban ching toi.

“Mén déc biét ha?” Jerome ngd ngang. “O day co
mon dac biét tir khi nao vay?”

Fabio cuoi, coi nhu khong nghe thiy cau dua caa
Jerome,

“Hém nay chiing t6i ¢é rau bina cuén vé banh filo, mi
pasta s3t 6 liu den va hat tiéu, sung nhéi kem kaymak,
mat ong va hé trén. Tat ca déu duoc ché bién trong cén
bép thuan dao cia tdi.”
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#C4u thich thir mén gi?”

Schneiderman, ¢6 vé van hoi thiél thoai mai, chi goi
mét cdc nuéc ma ciing nét lap.

“Mot cdc nudc! S Ira chon hoan hao!” Jerome kéu
1én hao himg. “Fabio, anh ban tot cla tdi 0i, hay mang
dén cho chang trai tré nay mdt cdc nurdc va tinh vao hoa
don cua tdi nhé.”

“Anh tot bung qua,” Fabio cwoi.

“Cau c6 thé goi mén gi d6 dé€ dn.” Vi gido si cOgoiy
d€ ciu sinh vién Iya chon.

Fabio ghi lai nhimg thi moi ngudi gol va quay di.
Itamar néi cho Schneiderman nghe v& quan Ladino, v&
Fabio v nhimg diéu dic biét cia quan. Schneiderman
im lang ling nghe, thinh thodng xen vao mot vai cau hoi
r8i lai im ling. Noi nay va ca khung canh nay déu la lam
véi clu; cau thdy kho thu gian.

“Vay, nha trudng cho phép cdu ra ngoai vai tiéng
ha?” Jerome hoi.

“Vang,” cau ldm bam. “Thdy néi day la mét ly do
chinh dang d€ ra ngoai.”

“Terome d3 bat d&u viéc hoc cia minh,” t0i ndi. “Va
cau 4y dang phai d6i mit véi mot van dé khong biét nén
1am thé nao. Cau &y vira mudn hoc thanh tai nhung lai
khong mudn hoc qué nhidu va phai danh ddi bang thoi
gian cho nhimg 14n ngdi quin ca phé hay di loanh
‘quanh mdi chd mot ti.”
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“Dung vay d6,” Jerome xdc nhan. “Ching han, néu
t61 ma ng6i day hoc duoc, & Café Ladino nay, thi that la
Iy tuong” Hin twa nguoi vio ghd va the dai
thuon thuot,

Ban ca phe hay ban lam vige —
Didu lnén hoc tip 1)? tudng

Schneiderman mim cudi va nhin xudng san. Sau do,
cau ngang dau 1én nhin thdy Dahari, quay sang Jerome
va noi, “Vay anh ciz [am thé di, ¢6 sao dau.” Cau nhin
sang vi giao si mét 1an nita 46 tim kiém mot ddu hidu
cua sy dong tinh. Mic du 6ng thay khong cé y kién gi
vdi cau sinh vién ctua minh nhung 6ng ra hiéu cho ciu
clr ndi tiép.

Schneiderman ngéi thing 1én dé nhén 1ay trach
nhiém vira d&t lén vai minh. “Trong cudn Naviot
Hochma c6 doan viét, ‘Mot nguoi khong thé hoc tai mot
noi ma trdi tim ngudi dé khéng mong muédn.” Mai nguoi
déu ¢é trach nhiém phai tir quyét dinh minh ¢6 thé hoc
tap va ghi nhé tdt nhat trong hoan canh nao, bang cach
thirc nao va tai thoi diém nao. D6 chinh 1a cach hoc ctia
nhig nha hién triét danh tiéng.” Cau két thiic bai dién
vin ngdn ctia minh r6i lai im I3ng lan nita.

“Trong cudn “Tri nhé va tinh hay quén,”” thay Dahari
pha v sy im lang, “Yehuda Hayman da giai thich diéu
chiing ta vira ban déh, déi véi nhimg nguoi dd quen hoc
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gifta khung canh hén loan, ndo dong va tat ca nhing
con dia chan trong cin nha cia minh thi s¢ dn ao dé
khéng con anh huong dén su hoc ma ho dang theo dudi
nita, Mt khac, lai ¢6 nhitng ngudi nhat thiét phai thiét
lap su im ling, tinh mich va ém dém trong nha. Co
nhimg ngudi ng6i xudng dau ciing hoc duoc nhung lai
cé nhimg nguoi mudn hoc dugc nhat thiét phai c6 ban,
c6 gh& dang hoang.

“Cé 14n toi da doc & dau d6 vé 101 khuyén ctia mot
hoc gia Do Thai ring nén ngdi hoc bén bo séng bai vi sur
thanh binh cia noi dé c6 thé hd trg kha ndng ghi nhé
ctia ta. Chung ta cing da néi dén viée phai hoc voi long
mong mudn, hoc trong sy vui vé. Noi tom lai, diéu
Joseph Hayim néi rét ding béi vi ta nén hoc ¢ mot noi
ma ca trai tim va tam hén ta déu mong mudn.”

“Song nao dy nhi?” Jerome hoi.

"Téi cling khong rd 1dm. Chic la & chau Au,” ng tra 161

“Tdi nghi, khéng hoc kiéu do duoc dau... boi vi néu
mang sach v&r ra bd song Amazon ma ngdi voi mdt con ca
sau nhin chim chim vao sach va mét con su tr sam soi
xem ta dang doc trang nao thi ciing hoi hai day,” han dua.
“Nhung ¢6 mét chuyén toi mudn hoi cau, Joseph Hayim
3,” Jerome gio ngdn tay 1én, nhim mét lai va tap trung tu
tuong. “Ma tién thé, cau ¢6 cii tén nao ngan gon hon dé
goi khéng? Dén luc néi xong tir ‘Toseph Hayim’ thi tdi
cling quén khudy mat minh dinh néi gi 01"

“Viy anh c6 thé goi toi 13 Josik ciing dugc. Ban be toi
thinh thoang van goi thé”
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“Josik! Tuyét. Th& ¢6 phai don gian hon bao nhiéu
khoéng! Ma théi, chuyén t6i dinh hoi 1a...0rm.. .tai sao cdu
khong hoc trong quan ¢ phé, ching han thé?”

Mt cau sinh vién mé to ddy ngac nhién. RS rang cau
chua bao gio co y tudng do. Cau nhin lén trdi, khoanh
tay va ngAm nghi.

“Tai thich hoc trong treong dao,” cau tra 101 don gian.
“O do, t81 cam thay thodi méi. Khéng khi & d6 rat tét cho
viéc hoc va noi that la t6i khong thich hoe mét minh.”

“Cau ay ndi co ly ddy,” vi gido si nhan xét. “Khong
nén hoc mét minh va tach biét, nhu thé khong tot boi vi
né dé sinh ra tinh lwot nhac va nay sinh nhiéu cam do.”

“Cam do tire 1a sao?” Jerome hoi.

“Phadi rdi, chac chén la thé,” toi 1én tiéng. “Cau khong
biét ¢ cdu ndi “Chi haj phit thoi’ sao?”

“La sao?”

“Cau ngodi vao ban hoc, mdt minh trong phong vai
nhimg cudn sach va r6i... nghi hai phat théi, chdp 13y
thir gi d6 trong tu lanh bo vao miéng... chi muoi phut
thoi, xem thdoi su, cdp nhét tin tie nong bong mét ti...
chi méot giay thoi, goi dién cho ¢d ban xem tinh hinh co
nang thé nao. Do la nhitng cdam dd ma thiy Dahari
mudn noi toi.”

“Va nhitng cdm db dé thudng phét sinh khi ta & nha
mot minh,” Itamar b8 sung. “Chinh vi thé ma c6 mt
‘Hevrutah’ la rat t6t. Ngoai déng co hoc tdp chung va
kha ndng dong nao hi¢u qua, ta con c6 mot thir nghia vy,
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néu khéng phai véi chinh minh thi it nhat ciing 1a véi
nguoi ban hoc chung. Ta s& khong dé dang dau hang
trede nhimg cam d, bé cude hay cho phép minh dimg
lai dé lam nhiing viéc linh tinh khac.”

“Vay, hoc & quan ca phé 6 lpi gi ch?” Jerome
thdc mic.

“Pau tién, cau dau cé & mot minh,” tdi tra loi. “Ciu
dau phai chiu cdi cam gidc bi b6 chan & nha, rdu i va
dau kho trong khi ngudi khic tung birng & bén ngoai,
chinh ciu ciing dang vui choi day chi¢. Cau ngdi trong
mot quan ca phé, xung quanh day nguoi va ciu dang &
mot noi ma cdu mudn, chinh noi ma cidu d3 mo tuong
toi khi phai ngdi chét di trong phong minh. Thit hai,
nhu thay Dahari n6i diy, cdu khong phai d&i mat voi
bét ¢t cém dd nao... khong ¢6 TV ciing ching <o ti
lanh d€ ma quyén ri ciu. Chi cé cdu va tach ca phé ma
cdu sé phai thanh toan trong khi d6 ciu lai ching muén
ding day, di loanh quanh 1am gi béi vi néu thé, mét ga
boi ban nao d6 sé dén va don tich ca phé cta ciu di
ngay. Noi cach khac, cau phai ngdi ¢6 va nham nhi ca
phé cua minh. Luc ngdi 46, rat co thé cu sé mudn hoc
mat chut.”

“Co mot cau chuyén cudi kiéu nhuw thé nhung 14 lién
quan dén bia,” Jerome nhd lai. “Mot anh chang vao
quan va goi mdt vai bia thit to nhung ding lic ngueoi
phuc vu dat vai bia to uych treéc mit anh ta thi anh ta
lai mudn di vé sinh. Van dé€ 1a & chd anh ta sg ¢6 nguoi
€ udng mat vai bia ctia minh trong lic anh ta vao nha
vé sinh. Thé nén, anh chang viét lai mot to gidy nhin,
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‘Coc bia nay thudc vé€ nguoi khoe nhét hanh tinh.” Anh
ta yén tam ra nha vé sinh va khi quay lai thi vai bia da
khéng con mot giot. Bén canh dé 1a mét to gidy nhin
khac, ‘Cam on — nguwdi nhanh nhat thé giéi.””

Trong lic ching téi con ril ra cudi thi Fabio mang d6
an dén.

“Nay, anh thir néi xem, Fabio,” Jerome quay sang anh
chang chu quan, “néu t6i, hay bat cit nguroi khach nao
khéc, vao quan ma chi goi mdi mot tach ca phé rdi ngdi
d6 dén ndm tiéng lién thi anh co thay khoé chiu khéng?”

“Thé ching phai anh van hay lam thé con gi?” Fabio
cudi va tra 16i. “Nhu anh chang déng kia ching han
nhé,” anh ta chi mét nguoi dang ngdi ¢ phia bén kia san.
“C3u dy tudn nao cing dén day hai, ba 1an, mang sach
v theo dé hoc va 1dn nao cling ngdi dén hai, ba tiéng.
Nhung t5i khong hé thay khé chiu. Ngwoc lai 1a ding
khac. Téi mirng vi quan ciia minh ¢ thé gitp nguoi ta
tip trung vao viéc hoc hanh. La mét cweu gido vién trg
giang, t6i cam thay minh cé trach nhiém giap d& cho
nhimg nguoi ham hoc hoi.”

Jerome cing mét nhin ngudi ma Fabio néi téi. Bong
nhién, hin chi vao anh ta va kéu 1én mung rd, “Nhin kia,
cdu ay mdc 40 phong to thiét ke day!”

Ching téi dong loat quay lai nhin xem ¢6 gi ma
Jerome hao hing dén vay. Tt xa, chung tdi cling da
nhén ra ngay mét trong nhirng tic phdm caa Jerome.
D6 1a hinh Bill Gates dang vit véo & lung chirng mot
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toa nha choc troi va hi huc lau cira s8. Bén dudi la
dong chit, ‘Dich vu lau chiti Windows va Office 2000.””

“T6& cd biét anh chang nay thi phai,” Jerome 14m bam.
“T& phai ra chd cau ta méi dugc.”

“Cé mdt ly do nita khién tdi thich hoc & treong
dao.” Schneiderman quay tr¢ lai chua d€ dang do. “Mot
diéu rdt quan trong la ta phai hoc & mét noi sach sé va
linh thiéng.”

“Boi vi, ciing gidng nhu mét con ngudi vi dai, mot
dia diém cling ¢6 thé cho ta ngudn cam hing va giap
tang kha nang tiép thu kién thire,” toi giai thich y cua
Schneiderman.

“Bung vay,” cdu gat dau. "D6i vdi toi, trudong dao la
mét noi linh thiéng véi mdt muc dich duy nhéat [a dem
dén cho sinh vién sw sang sudt cua nguoi Do Thai. Tét
thue sy tim duwoc nguén cam himg, nhi anh noi day, &
mot noi nhw thé'”

“Chung ta nén dirng diy, di ra tay da chir nhi?” vi
gido sindi va ding diy. Ong thiy khé ma cudng lai mui
thom quyén rii tit nhitng mén &n an tuong dang bay
trén ban.

“Cac cau khoéng tin dugc dau,” Jerome quay lai ban
cung lic véi chung t6i. “Tén anh chang d¢ 1a Itzik Ben-
-David, cau ta dang hoc chung véi té & trirong dai hoc.
T6 van chua quen hét moi nguoi bai vi nhiu ngudi theo
hoc chuong trinh quan tri kinh doanh qué, nhung ciu ta
c6 nét rat quen.”
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“Céu 6 ndi cho cdu ta biét ngudn gdc chiéc 4o cau ta
mac khong?”

“Tét nhién la ¢ chit. Va anh chang thay n tugng 14m.”
Vi gido si va cdu sinh vién tredng dao chi dau va cau
nguyén bén chiéc banh my.

“Chac ngon miéng,” ong néi khi chuyén nhimng
miéng banh my twoi ngon cho moi nguoi.

Ching t6i nhdm nhap trong khi Itamar ké lai cho
Jerome noi dung ciu chuyén ma chiing t6i néi trong lic
hin khéng ¢ do.

“Luc cau ra d?mg kia, bon t& da noi vé viéc nén chon
mot noi linh thiéng d¢ hoc tdp. Néi cach khac, not hoc
phai 6 tac dung tao ngudn cdm hing.”

“Nhu san vin dong Wembley ding khéng?” Jerome duia.

“Nhan tién,” vi gido si noi, “cic nha hién triét xura chi
ndi dén viéc hoc tai gido duong, chit khéng phai trong
thanh duong. Diéu nay rat thu vi. Thanh duong 1o rang
la linh thiéng hon gido dudng. Vay, tai sao lai khéng hoc
0 noi linh thiéng hon?”

Nguyén nhan cta tinh ]:Lay quén
va cic yéu td iy nhi&u khsc
“Mot noi dugce coi la qua linh thiéng thi cé thé s& gay

strc €p cho ngudi hoc,” 6ng giai thich, “ma ta thi khong
nén hoc duwdi stic ép mot chit nao.”
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“Giong nhu thu vién ¢ treong dai hoc vay, dé duoc
coi la chd ly tuong dé hoc hanh, nhung thyec ra nhidu
luc lai phan tic dung, tro thanh mot yéu t6 can tro
viéc hoc,” ti néi khi nhd lai nhitng kinh nghiém that
bai khi hgc trong cac thu vién. Nhin ai trong thurr vién
cling cé vé chidm ch(, cAn man vi thong minh trong
Kkhi toi thi chang cho vao ddu duoc 14y mét trang sach.
D&i voi toi, mdi 1an hoc & thur vién déu rit cing thing.

“Khong nén hgc trong ltc giin dit, khi dang béi
18i, kho chiu hodc c6 mét diéu gi dé dang gay sirc ép
cho ta,” vi gido si ndi tiép. “Su lo léng lam con ngudi
ta mat di cdm gidc an tdm. N&i s¢ hai lam co thé con
nguoi run 1én, va ndi lo chinh la mdt cai chét dai dang
lam tan chay trai tim, lam tiéu tan hoi &m ty nhién ma
néu thiéu hoi dm dd, co thé va tri nhé cua con nguoi
sé y&u di rdt nhidu. T4t ca nhing di€u nay dugc viét
trong cudn ‘Tri nhd va tinh hay quén’ ma t6i da noi
dén khi nay.”

“Thé nén ngudi ta mdi noéi,” Schneiderman bd sung,
“ta cdn phai im cach d6i mat, giai quyét nhimg thir gay
xao nhiang hang ngay va nhimg didu lam ta lo ling. Néu
e nao ta cing lo lfmg vé& moi thit, ddu 6c ta sé ludn
trong tinh trang cing thang va nhu thé khdng t6t cho
tdm hon chit nao. Ta edn phai tich ban than ra khdi
moilo Ifmg, xdo trdn va tap trung vao viéc hoc tip.”

“Oi,” Jerome thét Ién cay déng, “ctr nghi dén viéc
hoc la ti da thdy mét mdi, cang thing t6i. Néu co ca
mot bai ludn bén tram trang viét bang ngdn ngir kiéu
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Shakespeare phai doc thi khdng cing théng mai la chu.
Moi ngurdi ¢ 161 khuyén nao thye t& hon chit khéng?”

“Giai phap cho vdn d€ cha cdu nam ngay trong
chinh viéc phat trién st tir tin va tim kiém cam giac
thanh than, tap trung vao suy nghi,” vi gido si ndi.
ap

“R6i cudi cung ciu sé tim dugc cich d6i mat dugc vi
8

cudn sach d6.”

“Vay y thay tuc 1a chi can ngdi thién va 1dm nhim
cau than chd ‘Jerome a, may rat thong minh va thanh
dat’ sao?”

Vi gido si mim cuoi va nhin sang Joseph Hayim.

“Dau tién, quén hét nhimg thir lam ciu khéng tip
trung vao viec hoc di. Trong cudn sdch ndi vé tri nhé
con dua ra mét 161 khuyén 1a nén rira tay truoc khi hoc
b& vi khi riza tay thi moi thir xdu xa ciing theo d6 di luén.
Cudn sach giai thich réng néu ta di vé sinh, cit moéng tay
hay s tay s0 chdn xong ma khdng rita tay thi ta s& quén
mét nhitng gi minh dang hoc. Ta cin phai cam thay
thoai mai va trong sach trude khi ngdi xudng hoc. Néu
ta cO cam giac co thé minh con ban thiy, ngita ngay, ta sé
bi phan tam.”

“Thd vi that,” Ttamar nhan xét.

“Néi tém lai, Jerome &, ciu cin phai tam rira nhiéu
hon, mét thang mot 18n 14 hot it day,” t8i vé vai hin.

“Cau cén thoat khoi moi yéu 6 gdy nhiéu bén ngoai,”
vi giao st tiép tuc. “Rit day dién thoai ra. Néu néng, hay
bat diéu hoa lén. Pha triwdc mdt tach ca phé va dn mét
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chat gi d6 cho &m bung, cai nay sé rat tot cho viéc hoc
hanh. Sau dé...” Ong dimg lai mot chit d& nhap mot
ngum ca phé. Chua kip ndi tiép thi Jerome da hoi ngay
cau ma tdi cling dang dinh théc mac.

“Thizc dn giup hoc tot hon a, ¢6 phai thé khong?”

Tai sao mdt ba me Do Thai la.t luén muén
con minh in I’J:lﬁt nhidu?

“Khi trdi im mét nguoi lo cho dinh dudng cha ban
than, nguoi do s8 quén mat viée hoc hanh. Lay vi du
don gian thé nay, anh sé khong thé ngdi im duoc néu cai
bung cdn cao bai vi con ddi cling la mdt yéu t& gay
nhidu. N6 lam chuyén hwdng su chd y ctia anh va khién
anh khong thé tap trung duoc.”

Nhan xét caa Schneiderman bdng nhién [am t6i nha
dén ciu chuyén tir hdi Thé chién thit hai ma bd toi van
thuomg ké. BO to1, Paul Katz, mft ky su kha thanh dat,
sinh ra va 1én 1én tai Praha. Xen gitta nhirng 1an lang
thang, trén chay bon Pitc qudc xd, ba t6i da ludn cd
ging day cho 6ng nhimg kién thirc cin ban nhit. Mot tdi,
ba dit b téi ngdi [en chiéc ban trong bép va b4t dadu day
dng hoc todn. Sau khoang nira tiéng ngdi ma khong hoc
-duoc g1, bd t4i bat ddu khdc toang lén, kéu déi va khong
nghi duoc gi hét ngoai thire dn. Ba tdi di ra ngoai mot 1at,
sau d6 quay tré lai véi mdt & banh my. ‘Sau khi chén hét
& banh my,” bd tdi thieong ndi, ‘'bd giai quyét dugc moi
van dé ma khong gap phai trd ngai gi hét.”’
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“Noi cach khdc, ta khéng thé hoc duoc véi mdt cai
bung rbng,” vi gido si néi. “Néu ta mudn ngudi Do Thai
nao ciing hoc tap va tro nén sang suét, ta phai dam bao
rang khéng ngudi Do Thai nao bi déi.”

“Va vi thé, nhitng ba me Do Thai mdi durge sinh ra,”
Jerome cuoi khung khuc. “Ai cling muén con minh sau
nay tré thanh bdc si hode luit sw va ai ciing ¢4 nhéi nhét
cho con minh &n cang nhiéu cang t6t. Moi ngudi co bist
chuyén vé& ba me Do Thai va dau si khéng?”

Vi gido sI, khéng 16 Jerome s& dan cau chuyén dén
déu, lac ddu mién cudng,

“Thoi Trung dai, ngudi ta thuong dua nguoi Do Théi
dén dau treong d€ xem nhitng d4u si, dé ho biét chuyén
gl s€ xay ra néu hg dém lam diéu gi sai. Néi cach khdc,
ho phai dau dén ngdi xem nhitng né 1¢ va bon hé quan
nhau. Chi c6 ba me Do Thdi 4 quan tdm dén s phan
ctia nhitng chi hé con bén ngoai dau trwdng, ‘Sao may
con hé con khéng bit dugce ai d& 3n?'”

Chuang 6t mim cudi lich sy va Itamar déng gép mot
y kién hop 1y hon.

“Thiy biét ddy, nguoi ta di chiing minh duoc méi
quan h¢ gitra dinh dudng va tri théng minh,” cu ta néi
v6i vi gido si.

“Tbi ciing ¢ nghe néi.”

“Dinh duéng khéng dam bao cé thé lam chim su

phat trién tri tué cha tré, thim chi ¢6 thé din dén thidu
nang tri tué va cac vin dé lién quan dén hanh vi. Cac
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nghién ctru da chi ra réng phu nit khi mang thai néu biét
b6 sung ché d6 dinh dudng thi con ho sinh ra s& c6 chi
s0 IQ cao hon.”

“Rat thi vi,” vi gido si néi. “Pao Do Thai chung ta
ciing danh wu tién cho phu nit mang thai. Ong bd va
nhiing dtra con khac phai ganh trach nhiém chiu doi, tixe
la phai vui vé &n it thic an hon, vi ba me dang mang
thai. Nhung dii sao, d61 véi nguoi Do Thai, long tir thién
quan trong dén mtrc hiém c6 nguoi Do Thai nao, du ¢6
nghéo kho dén diu, phai chiu doi. Ngudi o ludn mang
cho ngudi khéng co. Biét dau duoc, c6 khi nho diéu nay
ma ngudi Do Thai thong minh thée’” Ong cuoi,

“RAt c6 th&” Ttamar tra 1oi. “Diéu dé khéng <o
nghia la khdng cé nguoi Do Thai nao bi doi. Trong
lich sir &3 ghi nhan rat nhiéu truong hop. Tuy vay, co
thé noi 1a rat it nguoi Do Thai bj tdn thuong ndo do
suy dinh dudng va néu co bi di chang nita thi mic d6
cling nhe hon so véi cac dan tdc khac. Du sao, ngay
nay dao Do Théi ciing rét chu trong dén dinh dudng.
T4t ca cac quy dinh vé kosher, nhitng gi ta dwoc &n va
khong duoc an, dn lic nao va dn bao nhidu, déu xét
dén méi quan hé chiit ché gitra ché d6 dn udng va sic
khoe ctia co thé, mdt yéu t& ¢6 dong gdp kha lon vao
sy phat trién tri tué con nguoi,” ltamar tranh dung
thuéat ngit ‘tri thong minh.’

“Vay truge khi ngdi xudng hoc, toi nén an cai gi?”
Jerome nhac lai cau hoi cua han.

Vi gido si nhin cau sinh vién, “Cau nghi sao?”
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Schneiderman bat dau, khéng mot chat do du,
“Trong sach Horavot ¢6 dua ra mdt danh sach cac loai
thitc dn c6 thé gilp cai thién tri nhé: banh my chay
(banh my nuwéng), tring lude chin céng khong mudi,
rugu pha véi ddu 6 liu va gia vi. Ban than 6 liu thuong
lai khéng tét cho tri nhé.”

“Con cudn ‘Cac loai thao dugc’ thi lai néi rang mat
ong, qué, mu tat va nhidu loai thio moc khdc rat tét cho
tri nhd,” vi gido si b3 sung.

Ching t6i im 13ng ling nghe va gat gu. Toi dang <8
gang hidu dugc sy logic déng sau tit ca nhiing diéu nay
thi Jerome, nhw thuong 18, thui t6i mét cu.

“Co6 nghién cttu khoa hoc nao ching minh nhiing
diéu nay khoéng?”

Vi gido si ngdm nghi mét 14t trude khi nhiin vai.

“Tuy vay, téi c6 nhd la trong cdng dong nguoi
Yeminite, nguoi ta thuong cho tré con uéng mét thia 6
liu va mat ong trude khi chung ngdi xudng hoc bai.”

Jerome nhidn mat, “Chdc Elvis Presley va Axl Rose®
hat &n nhiéu toi, hat tiéu véi dua chua 1dm,” hin dua.
P

“Toi nghl thuc ra cling khong c6 gi kho hiéu,” Itamar
ngat 161 hin. “Trong banh my, long do trimg va ca cé
chita chét lecitin, khi vao co thé chat nay sé chuyén hoa
thanh kolin. Mét s6 nghién ciru d3 chitng minh dugc
ring nhiing chat nay co thé lam tang 25% kha ning tap

= Hai ca si nhac rock néi tighg thé gidi.
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trung va ghi nhé cua con nguoi. Trong mat ong co
glucose, chdt nay cling véi axit glutamid la nhiing chat
duy nhit ma nio bd ¢ thé chuyén hoéa thanh nang
lugng. Trong tring co amino axit, tir chit nay ndo san
xudt ra norphinefrin, mét chat c6 vai tro quan trong
trong viéc hoc tap va ghi nhd cua nao, 6 tac dung giam
stress. Con dau 6 liu thi sao nhi?” C4u ta ngam nghi va
nhin chiing t6i. “Moi ngudi cé mudn nghe giai thich vé
mon nay khong?”

“Chic chin 1a c6 chit,” vi gido si khich 1é trong khi
Jerome va tdi van con dang ban khodn khong biét Itamar
14y nhiing thong tin do tir dau.

“Qua trinh 1ao héa ctia ndo chiu tac ddng ca cac goc
tu do, va tri nhé 1a mét trong nhitng thir bi anh huong
bai qua trinh 130 hda cha ndo,” cdu ta bat ddu giai thich.
“Trong thitc &n cd cang nhifu chat béo khong bdo hoa
thi kha ning loai bo cac gde ty do cang lén. Néu dé y
dén thong tin dinh dudng trén bao bi cac loai thitc an,
moi ngwoi sé phat hién ra ring ddu 0 liu chita lugng
chét béo khdng bido hoa gdp tam 1an 0 liu thudng! Do la
Iy do vi sao dau & liu thi t6t cho tri nhé con 6 liu thuong
lai ¢6 tac dung nguoc lai.”

Vi gido si vo dui. “Tuyét voil” ()ng rit thoéa man vadi
bing chiing khoa hoc ma Itamar vira cung cap.

Jerome cudi vai Itamar, “Thit khong thé tin duoc.
Nho vao mén sung nhéi mat ong ciu goi ddy ha. Hay
12 ho da vo tinh bo vao d6 thém chit protin axit khong
bio hoa... That dang kinh ngac, Itamar a!” Hin cit
mot miéng thit va bo vac miéng. “Thé ma tix hoi dé
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dén gio t¢ ¢t nghi cdu la mdt gido su khoa hoc chinh
tri day...”

Ttamar chinh lai tir thé ngdi.

“V1 cudc thi nghiém nho nho ctia chiung ta nén to d3
nghién ctru mot chit,” cau ta nhan. “Chit néu khong thi
t¢ cling ching may hing thi véi héa hoc dau.” Cau ta
hoi cii dau.

“Taliban chic cing 1a mét loai goc tir do ddy,” Jerome
nhan xét.

“Co moét diéu ta can nhan manh ¢ day,” vi gido si cit
161 Jerome, “la khéng bao gid duoc in qua no. Céi gi
cling vira phai thoi. Ding hoc khi bung déi, nhung ciing
dimg hoc khi no qua. Mgt sinh vién thong minh ma ché
ndao ciing dn thi moi diéu hoc duoc sé bi trbi di hét. Sau
mét bira dn, khi bung van con dang cing va thitrc 4n
chura dugc tiéu hoa hét thi rat khé dé€ hoc nhitng diéu
doi hoi su tip trung va ghi nhd. Khi d6, co thé ta ludn
chém chap, u€ 0ai va mét moi.”

Khi tit ca ching t6i van con dang thong tha thudng
thi'c moén &n ctia minh thi Schneiderman da xoi hét
nhimg manh vun cudi cling trong dia va dang tir t6h lau
mit. T6c d9 dn cua cau ta khiéh t6i nhé dén cach ching
t6i vAn thuéng an hoi tap hudn co ban trong quan ddi.
Bat ctr mon gi duoe dua 1n ban trong ci tién sanh han
don cua Trai 80 déu duoc ngdu nghién hét chi trong
vong hai phit. Cé thé sinh vién truomg dao va quan
nhén déu ¢ chung mdt ndi so hdi vé nhitmg nguoi ban
vOi cdi bung ¢6n cao xung quanh minh.
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Jerome xong bita, dat dia xubng va ngbi tura vao ghe.
“Ha, ngon ghé.” Han v& cdi bung cing phdng. “Co thé
ndi litc nay t6i hoan toan v lo, vé nghi va & trong trang
thai thé chat hoan toan thoai mai. Téi ¢6 thé bt dau hoe
mot thir g1 d6...” Hén toe toét.

“Dlng vay day,” vi gido si noi. “Chi khi co thé cau
thdy thu gidn, cdu madi ¢ thé bit dau hoc dugc. Budc
tiép theo la gat ra khoi ddu 6c minh tat ca nhimg vén dé
hang ngay va chi tap trung vao viéc hoc.”

#QK, nhung thay da chi cho t6i phai lam thé nao dau.
Lam sao d& c6 thé tap trung va bat ddu hoc mét thit gi
d6 vira kho vira chan chit? Nhu cdi cudn Shakespeare
ma t6i noi e ndy ay. Cau nghi sao, Jostk?” Hin quay
sang cau sinh vién — ngbi sao sang cua trieong dao. “Cau
¢ ¢bng thire nao hiéu qua khong?”

Schneiderman ngdi thing diy va chinh trang lai chiéc
mil trén dau.

“T&t nhat 13 cAu nguyén,” ciu ndi va nhin Jerome day
hy vong.

Jerome khéng noi gi nhung trén mat hén 16 16 vé giéu
cot. “Josik 3,” hén néi bang giong hoi kich dong, “céu
van khéng hidu a? Toi khong phai la kiéu ngudi thich
cdu nguyén! Chua cd th€ gilip cdu nhung voi t6i thi
ching ¢6 ich loi g1 dau. Ca doi t6i mdi dén gido duong
c6 mot 1an. D6 1a vao ngay 1é Sam héizt. Toi khong nghi

¥ Dugc coi la ngay 18 linh thiéng nhat trong nam. Trong ngay nay,
ngudi Do Thai phai nhin déi va cdu nguyén ca ngay d€ mong nhirng toi
16t ctia minh duoc tha thie.
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la trai tim cia Nguoi danh cho minh dau. Hang nghin
nguoi dén gido duong chdm chi hon t6i nhiéu nén chic
chdn la con phai xép hang lau méi dén lwot to1.”

“Khong phai thé dau,” Schneiderman tra 16i. “Khong
bao gio 1a qua mudn ca...” Vi gido si nhe nhang dat tay
1én cdnh tay Schneiderman y bao ciu ta dimg ndi nita.

“LOi cdu nguyén gidng nhu mdt cau than chy, nhu
cdu da noi day,” dng noi. “Néu ta tin vao Chila, téc [a ta
dat niém tin vao mot diéu gi do. Ta biét rﬁ"mg minh
khong hé don doc. Néu cgu khong phai [A mot ngudi mé
dao thi nhiing 161 cau nguyén van cé thé gitp cau tip
trung. Hay cdu nguyén cho sitc manh néi tai, niém tin
vao chinh ban thin minh. Cau nguyén la 16i tuyén bs'y
dinh cia mét ngudi. Chang han, khi cau ndi, ‘Chtia cho
con mgt trai tim trong sdng vi mét tinh thin manh mé,” tkc
la cau khing dinh ring, “ta tinh tdo va di sin sing cho
cudc chién,” — cude chién véi sach vd va viéc hoc hanh.
Du cau khong phai 1a mdt nguoi ¢6 dikc tin 16n lao di
chang nira thi khi nghe céu néi nay, trong long ciu ciing
trao 1én mdt cam xtic rat tich cue, dang khong?”

“Puoc 1o, ot cho la thé' di.”

“Muc dich cta nhitng 16i cau nguyén 12 gitp ta tap
trung vao nhiém vu ¢ phia truede. Nhitng 1&i cau
nguyén giup chuyén toan b sy chit y ti nhitng van
d€ khac vao nhiém vu ta chudn bi thuc hién. Nhirng
10t cdu nguyén néi vdi ta ring: Dling c6 ngdi d6 ma
mo nta! Sy tap trung nay giup ta tiéu hoa trong khi
an, cai thién kha ndng nhan biét cac su vat xung
quanh trong khi lai xe, con lién quan dén chu &€ thao



248 riTUt DO THAI

ludn ctia ching ta thi né giup ndng cao higu qua
hoc tép.”

“Cau thudng ciu nguyén nhiing gi?” Jerome hdi cdu
sinh vién.

“P loai, nhu ‘Tinh yéu vinh hang,’ ‘Chua ban cho
trai tim chiing con long théng cam’ chéng han.”

Jerome nhin sang chiing t6i, ¢6 vé khong thoai mai.

“MObi 14n phai cdu nguyén, tdi i ¢6 cam gidc minh
nhur mét ké dao dic gia vay. Toi chua thye hién dwoc
mot difu rdn nao cho ddy du ca. Thé ma, ty nhién toi
lai ddm cdu xin Nguoi giup minh hoc t6t duigc hay
sao? Nhu thé thi hoi to gan qud, moi nguoi ¢d nghi
vay khong?”

“Ciing khong hn thé,” Itamar tra 1d. “Tin t6 di, chic
chan ciu ximg dang duoc déng linh thiéng gitp 46 ma,”
cau ta mim cudi.

Jerome ném cho cau ta mdt cai nhin diy ngac nhién.

“Nghi ma xem. Cau da bao gi¢ giét ngudi hay trém
cip gi dau,” Itamar giai thich. “Cau ludn kinh trong cha
me, cdu cling da lam theo nhiéu diéu ran khdc nita, lam
nhitng viéc tot theo tiéng goi cua trai tim, nhitng diéu
ciu cho Ia ding din. Vay nén, du ciu khong phai la
ngudi md dao di ching nira thi Chua van thiy ciu va
nghe ciu néi. It nhat, t4 tin 12 Chia lam vy véi tit ca
nhitng nguoi tn trong nhitng quy tic hanh vi co ban
clia con nguoi.”



Hop nhém vé sy i thién tri nhd cha Jerome 249
“Cé mét 1an t& dd chdom sécedla & clva hang.”
“Ching ¢6 gi to tat.”

“Va mét 1an t& 43 khong tra lai tién khi nguoi ta dua
nham tién thira.”

“Khong sao.”

“Mot 1an t¢ da lai xe can vao mdt con méo.”
“Chuyén &6 van thuong xay ra ma.”

“Va mot con cho niva.”

“Chuyén cling thudng ma.”

“Va mot con chim canh cut.”

“Cau can vao mot con chim canh cut ha?”

“Co thé d6 14 mdt con chim do dai, té cling khon
g

nhd r6 lam.” Han cuoi. “Céu cd biét con chim do

khéng, Josik?”

“Du sao,” Itamar noi tiép, phét l& Jerome, “cdu c6 thé
tw nghi ra 10i cdu nguyén hodc cdu than cha cia chinh
minh, mét ciu ma ciu thure s tin r?mg s€ mang dén cho
cau niém vui, sy hiing khoi va dong co d€ bét dau thuc
hién ké hoach cau da vach ra. N6 sé gitp cdu di dung
hirdng. Cit thir ma xem.”

Jerome curdi mot minh va nhin 1én troi, hinh nhw han
dang nghi vé diéu gi d6. “Hay day,” han ndi. “TG sé
nghi vé diéu nay.”
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“Con mét chuyén nita,” vi gido st noi thém. “Co thé
cac ciu da dé€ y thiy ring nhitng nguoi Do Thai sing
dao thurong viét hai chir cai ‘B”H’ ¢ d4u trang.”

“B’ezrat Hashem - cd nghia la ‘vdi sy giup do cta
Chuia,”” Jerome ching té hoc van uyén bac cia hin.

“Day cling la mgt hinh thitc tuyén b8 y dinh,” vi gido
st cho chang t0i xem trang gidy ctia chinh ong.

“Khi ta viét chit B"H lén trang gidy, ta thuc sit chudn
bi tinh than d€ lam mét viéc that quan trong, thiéng
liéng va dé€ lam viéc d¢, ta phai danh hét sitc minh. Dé
cdu xin sy giup do cua Chia, ta khong thé lam qua loa,
dai khai dugc, ding khéng? Chir B"H & dau trang gidy
dat ra cho ta mdt trach nhiém phai tip trung va dat
duge két qua 6t nhat boi vi trong nhiém vu ta dat ra cho
minh ¢4 sit hién dién caa Nguoi. Trén mét trang gidy
nhur thé ta sé khong thé cho phép minh viét nhitng 10i
gian doi hay nhitng thit v vin duge. Chi ¢ su thit,
nhiing di€u quan trong va ¢6 muc dich cu thé”

“That tha vi,” Itamar thot [én. “Khi ghi chép bai hoc,
hay viét 1én ddu trang gidy tir B“H hodc 1a mét diéu gi
do co du trong lwgng khién ta phai cé trach nhiém lam
tot hon. Bang cich nay, ta sé ghi chép duroc nhimg diéu
hitu ich nhat.”

“D0 cling 1a mét y twdng rat hay,” Jerome nhin xét.

“Vay thi ot thé' ma lam di,” vi gido si ndi. “Cau thdy
thoai mai, cdu da cau nguyén va ciu da viét B"H [én dau
trang. Bay gi0 cdu can phai bat dau ngdi doc va hoc théi.”
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“Tuyét! T6i s€ md cudn sach chan ngat d6 ra, doc
duoc nira trang va ngh luén.” Han dat hai tay lén ban,
nga dau tya vao d6, nhdim mét lai vo nhur dang ng.

Schneiderman phd Ién cwoi truGe man biéu dién nho
nho caa Jerome.

“Khong nhanh thé diau,” vi gido si cuoi. “Cau sé
khong bat ddu bang mt cudn sach nham chan!”

“Sao lai khong?”

S khéi diu 6t I sy khéi diu mang dén
nhitng didu tha vi

“Cau can phai dan dan dua minh vao mdt quy trinh
hoc tap hop ly. Hay bat ddu bang mot thit gi &6 don
gian thoi nhung phai tha vi. Sinh vién nao cling phai
danh mét chat quan tam dén s¢ thich cia minh chut. Néi
cach khdc, chi khi cdu tim thay niém vui thich trong difu
minh hoc thi cdu méi nhé duoc. D6 1a 1y do vi sao clu
phai bat dau bang st thich thi.”

“Bét dau béng mét bai béo that thi vi ching han,”
Itamar goi y.

“Nhu trang thé thao dy. Khéng nhat thiét pha1 la tin
tirc thoi sit,” t61 noi thém.

“Moét tap truyén ngén. .. hodc...”

“Duoc 161, t¢ hi€u réi ma. Bat diu bang mot thiy that
thi vi.”
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“BO nao con ngudi, cling gidng nhu bat cit loai co nao
khac, can phai bit dau chu trinh hoat dong ctia nd mot
cach tir tir. Cau khong thé€ nao chay nuoc rmt khi vira
mdai ra khoi givdng duoc, cling nhu dong co mot chiéce
xe can phai lam néng trude khi cdu phong ra dwémg,”
Itamar giai thich.

“Hay danh khoang muoi 1am, hai muoi phuat cho viéce
khoi dong ro6i mai chuyén sang nhitng thir cdu can phai
hoc cho budi hoc ngay hém sau.”

“Bay gio ta sé ban dén chuyén lam sao d€ 4ot mét voi
nhing cudh sach chan ngét, khé nhin,” vi gido sindi tiép.

“Toi rira tai d€ nghe roi ddy,” Jerome hao himng.

Ong ngdi im ling mot 1at ¢& sdp xép lai cée suy nghi
cua minh.

“Viéc ddu tién ta phai lam khi ¢§ g:fmg giai quyét mot
van dé kho la nghi vé nhitng lgi ich ma ta sé nhin dugce
tir viéc nghién ciru tai liéu d6. Va cau phai phan biét
dugce dau la lgi ich that va dau la loi ich gia.”

Jerome tréng cd vé cuc ky boi réi.

“Loi ich thire st ma cdu ¢ thé nhdn durgce tr viéc theo
hoc quan tri kinh doanh la gi? D6 1a nhirng kién thitc va
cdng cu sé gitp cau thanh cong trong viée kinh doanh

~ cia minh, dang khong?”

“Dung vdy... di€u d6 thi qua 16 rdL,” Jerome tra 1o,
bat dau hoi kho chiu. “Nhung t5i phai lam gi khi gip
mét chu dé hoac mdt chuwong cu thé nao do6 ma toi
khong hé ¢d mét chit hitng thi nao? Y t6i 13, nhu thay
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véi to1 déu hiéu, khong phai bai hoc nao trén Idp ciing
lién quan dén cong viéc kinh doanh ciia t6i. Téi thwe su
khoéng thé tim thdy ich loi trong moi thit minh doc
dugc.”

“Cau co thé co ga'ing tim ra nhitng diém phu hgp,” vi
giao si van khang khang.

“T¢ s 18y mdt vi du cho cu dé hify,” Itamar xung
phong. “Néu ciu hoc vé€ tai chinh ch?mg han, d6i véi cau
dé ding 1a mét chi d€ chan chét, thi cau hay nghi dén
loi ich thure su cdu ¢6 the nhan dugce néu ciu ndm duoc
st khac nhau gitta ‘Lii suét thuc t& va ‘Lai sudt danh
nghia.” C6 duge nhirng kiéh thie nhwr thé, khdng ngan
hang nao co thé 1gi dung su thiéu hiéu biét ctia cdu khi
cau cin dén mét khoan vay nira.”

Jerome gat dau hiéu y.

“Trong cong dong nguoi theo dao Do Thai chinh
théng con c6 mdt ddng luc khic d€ nd lyc thanh cong
trong hoc tip va tré thanh mot sinh vién xuat sic — do la
‘sttc ép tir nhitng ngudi ban hoe,”” vi gido si giai thich.
“Ngoai sit ngudng md, nhirng sinh vién ¢d thanh tich
noi trdi con ¢ nhiéu hya chon trong viéc tim nguoi phu
ni¥ cta cudc doi minh hon. Ngay xua, mét sinh vién
xuét sdc clia mdt thay dao thim chi con 6 thé chon mét
6 con gdi cua thay lam vo. Ngay ca ngay nay ciing thé,
cac gia dinh kha gia trong cfng d6ng ludén tim kiém
nhitng chang ré la cac sinh vién thdng minh, ndi tréi. D6
la vinh du cho ca sinh vién dé va gia dinh ciu ta. C§
gang hoc tap chinh la mdt bén phin va bdn phan d6 hira
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hen mang lai mét sy két déi ¢d khd ndng dam bao cho
ngrot hoc mot twong lai thanh dat véi moét vi tri cao
trong xa hoi.”

“Vay, thdy dao ma co nhitng ¢b con gai xinh dep thi
ciing ¢6 nhirng sinh vién xudt sac,” Jerome dua.

“Hién nhién la vay rdi,” vi giao si cuoi lon.
Jerome nhin cdu sinh vién. Khong kim duoc, han

budt miéng hoi. “Cau thich sac hon ha Josik, mot cb
nang xinh dep hay mét cd nang giau c6?”

Schneiderman d6 bimg mat. Cau ta gai gai tran.
“Quan trong nhét 1la cd Ay phai la mdt nguoi vo tot va
mot nguroi me tt doi vdi con cai chiing t6i.”

“NoOi cdch khdc - x&u thi sao,” Jerome khong
dung dwoc.

“Théi, bo di.” Itamar ¢8 lam cho Jerome im ling.

“Thé con chuyén ‘Cudi vi tinh’ thi sao? Trong thé gidi
cua thay cd khdi niém d6 khong?” Jerome chét van vi
giao si.

“Tinh yéu sé hinh thanh theo thoi gian,” ong tra 1oi
va mim cudi. “Cé mét cdu chuyén thé nay. Mot ba méi
dén mot gia dinh Do Thai. ‘“T6i khong can dén su giap
d& ctia ba,” ngudi Do Thai néi. “Toi sé cudi ngudi nao toi
yéu, chi vi tinh thdi’ ‘Thi tdi cling nhin danh tinh yéu
day,” ba mdt khang khing. ‘Ching ta dang néi dén ¢
con gai ddc nhat caa mot nguoi CUC KY giau co. Ong
bac cb dy khodng ¢ con. Tat ca gia san cha Ong ta sé
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thudc vé b ay. Ba di gba cua ¢d &y cling da lam di chuc
dé€ toan b tai san cho chau gdi minh. Lam sao lai ¢6
nguoi khéng yéu cé ay duge co chir?””

“OK, t4i thua roi,” Jerome cudi. “Thé con lgi ich gia
lagi?”

“0) day, ching ta néi dén mot loat nhimg déng co
¢6 thé lam nay sinh trong ciu mong mudn va thuc
giuc ciu hoc nhitng diéu phic tap,” vi gido st dap.
“Cau co hiéu diéu ta néi khoéng?” éng quay sang cau
sinh vién.

Schneiderman hiéu ngay. “Maharal goi do 1a ‘Boc
duwong’ — ban can phai dung nhitng phan thuwong nho
nho d&€ du dé mét sinh vién hoc, va bang nhirmg phan
thudng nho nho do, ban 16i kéo trai tim cua ciu ta vao
viéc hoc hanh ciia minh.”

“Thé nghia 1a sao?” Jerome hoi.

“Nhu keo ching han,” cau sinh vién tra 16i. “Téi van
nhé thiy minh ddt mot phong keo s6cdla canh bang chix
cai Do Théi ngay trirde [6p hoc. Mbi 14n t8i tra 16 ding,
to1 s€ dugc thudng mot miéng.”

“Socola cling khong phai la mot y 01 dau,” Jerome
nhan xét. “Toi c6 thé ndi véi minh ‘Jerome a, néu may
that tap trung vao churong nay, doc hét va hoc duge moi
di€u trong d6, may cd thé tu thuong cho minh mét chiée
banh s6cbla.””

“Mot cach rat hay,” vi gido si dong y.
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“Va néu c6 dén hai muoi chuong mot ngay,” toi xen
vao, “ta co th€ tu chiéu minh mjt budi dén dur chuong
trinh Hoi thao vé giam béo.”

M -~ ’ o~ ~ I bl i

Nhurng cling ¢6 nhitng ddéng co mang tinh tiéu cuec,
vi gido si ndi. “Cau cling ¢6 thé néi vt minh rang néu

0 an thanh moét nhiém vu cu thé n2 5 thi ci
khong hoan thanh mot nhié 1 cu thé nao do thi ciu
s€ khong dugc xem tran bong dd ma cau da dinh xem.”
Mat ong cang 1én, hinh vién dan.

Jerome ha héc miéng nhin 6ng. “Véi tdt ca long kinh
trong, thira thay, t6i nghi thé'la di hoi qua xa dé. Khong
ai dang phai chiu mét hinh phat tan nhan dén vay dau.”

“Chi la goi y thdéi ma,” éng cuoi.

“Thay biét khdng, c6 1an t&i da bi trirng phat roi day.
T6i dang di bd trén duong thi tu nhién ban tay phai dau
khing khiép. T da ké cho cae cau nghe chua nhi?” Han
nhin Itamar va toi.

“Thé chuyén gi xay ra?” vi gido si hoi, cd vé rat
quan tam,

“Lic dau, t6i at nghi 13 dau tim,” hdn néi ma mit
tinh bo, “nhung sau d6, tdi nhé ra ring budi sing hém
d6 c6 ngudi hoi toi thi d6 cia Israel 1d gi.” Hin béng
nhién im bat.

- Vi gido si nhan tran, ¢d hiéu ndi dung cdu chuyén.

“T6i quén mat.” Jerome budng hai tay thong sang hai
bén. “Chuyén la thé day, rat 1o rang va don gian. Téi da
quén mat Jerusalem.” Hin cudi toe toét.
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Vi gido s gat ddu chan nan, mim cwdi va tho dai.
“Cau diing [a tén ba 14p.” Ong tua nguoi vao thanh ban.

“Toi ¢6 thé 1dy chat gi cho moi ngudt udng day?”
Fabio xuit hién that dung lac. “Ca phé chi, thua thiy?
Hay tra bac ha?”

Vi gido si gat dau, sau dé chiing t6i ting nguoi goi
d6 udng. Fabio xem lai mét luwot cac thit va tro lai
nha bép.

“Ching ta khéi dong bang mot thit gi d6 dé théi,” vi
gido si tiép tuc, “16i chuyén dén cdi thuc té€ ta can phai
hoc. Ta bt ddu doc mot chuong va nhén ra réing nd
ciing khéng c6 gi khé lam boi vi b ndo da di vao trang
thai hoc tdp va moi diéu dang dién ra rat sudn se.”

“OK,” Jerome xdc nhan. “Dé 1a chuyén ctia khoang
nita tiéng trude.”

“Diém tiép theo kha quan trong. Dimg ding lai va
dirng ding ddy cho dén khi ning lugng da can kiét.”
Ong chi vao Jerome. “Liic d6 cau méi dugc giai lao.”

Nghi lic nao, hec litc nao?

“Hau hét cac sinh vién déu mic mét sai ldm chung,”
ong ndi tiép. “Cau da bao gid ngdi xudng hec va néi
trirde 1a dén hai gio, vi du th& sé nghi giai lao chwa?”
ong hot Jerome.

“T6i toan lam thé ma. Tai tir bao minh 14 sé hoc mét
tiéng rudi rdi nghi giai lao.”
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“Ldp k& hoach thdi gian cho minh nhu thé la t6t,
nhung cdu ci'ing nén tdn dyng t6i da cam himg, da hoc
tdp clla minh. Néu sau mét tiéhg rudi ma ciu thiy la
minh &a dat dén dinh diém clia kha nadng hoc, ¢6 nghia
1a lac 46 49 tap trung va kha nang hiéu bai cia cdu dat
dén mikc cao nhiat rdi thi tai sao lai di gidi lao &€ pha
héng céi dinh c20 d6 chi? Cling gidng nhu la cdu ding
phanh khén cip khi leo 1én dinh d6i vay.”

“Toi rat thich ludt séng” toi néi. “Khéng ai lai di
quing minh khoi van chi boi vi dén giv giai lao ca.
Ngudi ta s& tiép tuc cho dén khi nao con séng tan ra
hodc &dp vao bv.”

“Chinh xac!” vi gido si mim cudi. “Hay trdi cung
ngon song.”

“Ludt cung ngon sdng chit,” Jerome chira lai. “Néu
thdy ma trdi cing ngon séng c6 nghia la thiy bj bat ra
khoi vén r1.”

“Ping dirng lai. Dimg nghi gidi lao chi béi vi dé
dén luc ban dinh truede 1A sé gidi lao! Pumg ding déy.
Hiy tiép tuc hoc cho dén khi nao ddu 6c bit ddu lang
thang, mién man & noi khac. Chi ¢én lic 40 mdi nén
giai lao.”

“Dung vay,” Itamar git gl. “Dén lic mixc &4 tép
trung va hi€u bai gidm di, ma 46 1a mét diéu hoan toan
tu nhién, thi chdng cé 1y do gi 4€ thiic bach ban thin niza,
Hoc hai tiéng trong trang théi tinh tio va tip trung con
t6t hon nhiéu viéc hoc dén nim tiéng nhung trong
trang thii mét méi va khong thé tip trung ndi!”
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“C&u can phai biét khi nao nén bit ddu va khi nao
nén két thuc,” vi gido sT tém lai. “D6 1a mét trong nhitng
quan ¢iém siu sic nhat trong Ecclesiastics.”

“Thei diéin gieo tréng v thi diém gt hdi,” t6i trich din,

“Thori diém Him kiéin v thoi diém ddnh mét; thoi diém gine
lai va thei diém qudng di; thai diém im ldng va thdi diém lén
tiéng...” Ong ti€p 14i.

“Mgi tht déu phai dung thoi diém cta né,” Jerome
13p Lai.

“Nhung sy séng su6t thuce sy lai the hién trong viée
qua lai gitra hai thdi cyc.” Mit 6ng séng 1én. “Néu ciu
dd lam gi d6 thi hay kién tri cho dén khi hoan thanh. Khi
da xong viéc, hdy quén né di, nhu thé né chua tieng tdn
tai viy.”

Ong dich chifc gh& xa ban ra v bt chéo chan.

“Téi nhé mdy ndm trudc, t6i thdy minh méc trong
mdt cdi vong ludn quan,” dng bit ddu. “Lic ngip diu
trong cdng viéc thi téi cam th&y minh khéng danh da
thoi gian cho bon tré, cdn khi choi dua cung bon tré
thi tdi lai lo nghi vé nhitng céng viéc dang 16 ra tdi
phai 1am. Téi bj din viit bdt nhitng ¥ nghi v& gia dinh
trong khi [am viéc va nhitng lo ling v& cong viéc khi &
bén gia dinh. T4t cd nhitng cdi 46 nhiéu khi lam t8i
cdu bin. Va c4i tdi nhan dugc 12 gl. Chi 1 ndi tie gidn.
Chi c6 thé.”

Ong xé mdt géi dudmg nho, bd vao tich tra cia minh
va chdm réi khudy.
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“Céch giai quyét, toi da kham phd ra, d6 1a lam theo
Ecclesiastics,” dng noi tiép. “Khi lam viée, toi chi tap
trung vao nhirng thit c6 lién quan dén cong viéc va tham
chi khong nghi dén gia dinh. Con khi ¢ bén gia dinh, t6i
gat di moi suy nghi vé cong viéc thay vi c8 ging giai
quyét ching nhu tbi van thudng lam trude kia.”

“Khi lam viéc, chi nghi vé cong viéc théi. Khi & bén
gia dinh, hiy céng hién tron ven cho gia dinh. Khi hoc
tdp, hay tin tam tdn lyc cho viéc hoc, con hic gidi lao,
ding nghi, du chi mét chit, vé nhitng thif ban vira hoc.
Dung cd suy nghi vé nhiing thy trong dau minh. Hay d¢
ban than thw gidn hoan toan!”

Itamar viét gi d6 [én to gidy trén ban canh ciu ta.

“Chu ¢ biét mot trong nhing nghi 1& quan trong
nhét cua dao Do Théi 1a gi khong?” vi gido s1 hoi tamar.

“Ngay Sabbath® phai khong?” Itamar doan.

“Chinh xdc!” 6ng néi. “Nhung tai sao nd lai quan
trong dén vay? D6 1a mét diéu bi méat 461 voi nhirng thé
hé trong lai cia ngudi Do Thai. Xuyén subt lich s caa
minh, ngudi Do Thai da mao hiém ca cufc séng dé git
nghi 1& Sabbath, bi mét thap Ién ngon nén Sabbath, lam
banh challah, noi 161 cu nguyén bén ly riegu; lam tat ca
nhitng nghi 1 ndy ma nhitng ké thong tri khéng hé hay
biét. Ngay Sabbath, tir thud so khai dén gio, cho moi
ngudi Do Thai thoi gian thoat khoi nhitng cong viéc
hang ngay va danh ra it nhit mét ngay mét tuan cho
dirc tin Do Thai caa minh. P& dugc nghi ngoi, hoc tap,

% Ngay nghi ngoi va thés phung Chtia, ngay thir 7 theo dao Do Théi.
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dn t0i bén chiéc ban an Sabbath véi ca gia dinh. D& duoc
lam mot nguoi Do Thai!

“Va tai sao t6i lai ndi dén ngay Sabbath? Boi vi né thé
hién rd nhat sy phan chia hoan toan gitta cong viéc va
nghi ngoi. Danh sich nhiing diéu duoc va khéng duoc
lam trong ngay Sabbath rit dai va ti mi. Trong ngay d6,
c0 mot difu cAm d6 13 cAm lam viée. Chi duwgc tro
chuyén vé nhiing diéu thiéng liéng. Phai mic nhitng b
quén o that dep. Tai sao u? D& gitip ta quén di hét
nhiing lo toan hang ngay. Mt ngay d€ nap ning lugng
va tay sach diu dc. Mt ngay cho tam linh.”

“Gia tri cao nhét trong dao Do Théi,” 6ng quay sang
Jerome, “khong phai 1a cong viéc hay hoc hanh. Gia tri
cao nhit,” éng ngimg lai mot 1at, cip mit nhim nghién,
“la nghi ngei.” Ong nhin hin. “Sy thanh binh cta ngay
Sabbath. Hay nh¢ 13y diéu nay mdi khi luong tam cau
can it v& chuyén giai lao.”

Jerome gat dau thda man. “T6i khong nghi luong tim
minh sé cdn ritt vé chuyén d6 dau.”

“V1i chuing ta dang néi dén viéc phan chia thoi gian
hop ly cho hoc tap va nghi ngoi, t6i cdn nhadn manh
mot diéu r?mg nén hoc ting chiat mét trong thoi gian
ngan thoi.”

Hi¢u img Brita

“Hoc nhiéu thi chang duroc bao nhiéu, hoc it thi hoc
bao nhiéu dugce bay nhiéu,” cau sinh vién néi.
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“Chinh xdc,” vi gido si 40ng tinh, “Maharal va Gaon,
hai trong s8 nhitng nha hién triét vi dai nhét, cho ring
hoc tirng chiit mot sé t6t hon béi vi kha ning, trf tué cia
con nguoi la c6 han. Do d6, ta phai tién hanh mét cich
Hr tlr va On luyén thuong xuyén.”

“Muc dich ctia hdu hét cac trudmg hoc 1a hoc duge
cang nhiéu tai lidu that nhanh, trong thai gian cang ngin
cang t6t,” toi byc bdi. “R6 rang nhu thé rit khong hiéu
qua va géy ra cho hoc sinh sy chdn nan. Ldi nay 12 danh
cho céc vi gido sw ddy.” Tdi nhin sang Itamar.

Chu ta gii cdm va lau m6 hai hai bén thai duong.

“T6i cling phai thira nhan ring sinh vién cla t6i c6
mdt danh sdch dai nhimg cudn sach phai doc.”

“Vay dén cudi hoc k¥, chiing thire sy con giir duoc gi
khéng?” Jerome tham gia vao man cong kich.

“Khéng nhifu lim,” Itamar thira nhin, cudi trir va
gat dau chap nhan thua cude.

“Hiéu (g Brita. Cau ¢6 nhé khong?” ti ndi vdi cdu
ta. C6 18n chiing t6i 43 noi vé chi d€ do.

“Hiéu vmg Brita la gi?” Schneiderman héi.

“Cau co biét may loc nudc Brita khong?”

“C4,” chu sinh vién tra 1oi, vin dang c& tim ra mdi
lién hé gitlta chiang,.

“Chiéc méy ky cuc d6 cling gidng nhu viéc hoc hanh,”
t6i bit ddu. “Mbi 18n cdu phai d8 mét fwong nude nhat
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dinh vao 46 va ché cho nutde tham dén qua bd loc xudng
bén dudi. Néu cdu &8 qué nhifu nudc, nod sé bj tran va
ciu mit hin s8 nuréce tran 44, Didu tuong ty cling xay ra
véi viéc hoe hanh. M&i 14n hoc mét it va dé kién thixc
tham dan, Khi kién thire d6 da thim xong, ciu cé thé hoc
thém mét chut nita, timg chit mét. Néu cdu hoc ‘qua
nhiéu,” tic 1a hoc lién tyc nhi€u gi¢r lién, nhuw thé'sé khong
tot va kién thirc khi d6 s& bj “tran’ khoi dau cau.”

“Hay that,” vi gido si thot 1én. “Hiéu g Brita,” éng
nhic lai.

“Trong cudn Hazchira,” éng néi tiép, “c6 viét ‘chi
mét chit théi nhung c6 myc dich cdn hon 14 nhiéu ma
ching cé muc dich gl c4.’ Tc gid goi ¥ ring mé&i 1an hoc
chi nén tap trung vao mft chiit thdi. Ching han, néu 1ay
150 bai thanh thi v chia cho ba muoi ngay thi mdi ngay
ta chi phai hoc ndm bai théi. Trong truong dao, méi sinh
vién chi nén hoc hai bai luan mdi ngay.”

“N6i tém lai,” toi 1én tiéhg, “kha ning tap trung va
nim kién thirc ctia m&i ngudi 12 ¢6 han. Cang néi nhidu
thi cang nh¢ dugc it. Kién thitc cang duoc don gidn héa
va di vao van &€ chinh thi khéa ning nhé dugc kiéh thirc
d6 cang cao.”

Chung t6i ngdi im ling. Sau mét lic, Jerome tira
vao ban.

“Xin 161, khi ndy &t nghe khéng ki 14m,” hén ndi. “Ai
d6 ¢6 thé nhéc lai toan b cdu chuyén ciia ching ta k& tir
Hic thire dn durge mang ra khong?”
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“T61 nghi dén luc ching t6i phai di thoi,” vi gido s
mim cudi. “Téi phai vé nha con Joseph Hayim thi phai
quay lai trieong.”

Itamar déng vai trdo chd nha va lay héa don. Chang
ot diing day va thong nhat may hém nira sé gép nhau
d€ nghe nhitng phuong phap ma Schneiderman st
dung d€ ghi nhé cic nguyén tic, bai ludn, va — quan
trong nhat vdi Jerome - nhitng tai liéu thi ciz. Chiang toi
mdi ngudi di mét duong, chi cb Jerome van ngdi lai ban
noi chuyén voi Fabio.

Tbi liéc mét nhin lai va thay mdt ngudi quen quen. La
Lisa. Cb gai dang rao budc nhanh va biénh mét vao trong
Café Ladino. T6i mim cuwoi, Jerome kin that, hin gi cho
minh bi mét v& cudc hen nho nho nay. Diéu nay khién
t6i c6 An twong rang cé 18 chuyén nay kha nghiém tic —
mdt pham chat hiém khi thdy & hin trong van dé lién
quan dén trai tim.
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Phin 2: Nhing phitong phip dic bist
% ghi nhé mét bueong thing tin bin

hitng ddm may xam giang kin bau troi
nhung thoi tiét vin néng bic. Jerome
dang ngdi ngay tai chiéc ban ma tuin
trudc d6 ching t6i ngdi véi mot dong
gidy to trudc mit. Tréng hin cé vé di hoan toan sin
sang cho bai hoc vé nhirng bi quyét 6n thi; mét bai hoc
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¢6 thé sé cho hin mdt vai thi thudt ghi nhd cla Joseph
Hayim Schneiderman.
T6i ngdi xubng va cudi toe toét véi hin, khong néi
mat 1od.
Hin nhin t8i chim chdm, ¢y gidi nu cudi cha toi.
“Ci gl thé?” hin hoi, giong c6 vé bét an,
“Céu ¢d gt mudn k& vdi to khdng?”
“Cé gl t& ¢6 thE k& voi cju 2?” hin hai.

“Té dam thé la da nhin thdy mét ¢d nang vao day sau
khi ching ta chia tay tun tredce &y,” t6i tudn ra, khong
kiém ché duoc.

Jerome cudi bén 18n va xau hé nhin xudng chén.

“P¢ 1a 1an thit hai bon td gip nhau bén ngoai khudn
vién trudng,” hin tiét 19.

“Va...”

Hin ngang dau 1én va nhin t5i du yém. Mt nu cudi
nd ra trén khudn mat hin.

“VA?!1" t6i sdp nd tung dén noi.

Hén im ling, nhung van cudi.

“Cé thé...” hin néi cham. “Y t& 13, t& nghi 1a...” hin
dp ung.

Thay Dahari va Joseph Hayim Schneiderman da dén
bén ngoai quan va vay tay chio ching tdi.
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“D# sau nhé,” hin thi thdm khi ching t5i dung day
d6n nhitng vi khach.

“Xin chao,” hin néi.

“That tuyét khi dugc o ddy,” vij gido st ddp lai va ngodi
xudng chd danh cho éng.

“Vigc hoc chia cdu sao rdi?” éng hoi Jerome. “Cau di
bét dau 4p dung nhimg phuong phép hoc chua?”

Jerome lai ngdi xudng va khoanh tay.

"Toi dd di siéu thi,” hin bit ddu. “Thay khéng biét &
d6 ho ¢ nhiéu loai dau dliu va mét ong thé nao dau.
Lam sao t6i biét dugc loai ndo t8t nhat cho tri nhé chie?”
Hén cudi khuc khich,

Vi gido si chuan bj tra 1i thi Jerome dua tay 1én va
lic dau.

“Toi dlia thoi. Toi da thir réi.” Hén 14y ra mot to gidy
tir 46ng sdch vé & trude mit. “Ching han, t6i 43 b4t ddu
hoc ¢ day, Café Ladino. Fabio biét 1a méi tudn t6i s& dén
day ba lan va d€ cho t6i mét chiéc ban & ria quan. Thinh
thoang, Itzik Ben-David, anh ching 1an trudc moi ngudi
thay &y, cling dén day va chiing t&i cung nhau hoc.”

“Nghe c6 vé hay ddy,” vi gido si mim cutdi dong tinh.

“Va thyc s rat 6 hiéu qua,” Jerome hao hing néi
ti€p. “Hoc trong quan ci phé rit vui. Nhe kidu hoc
ngoai troi dy. Téi hoe dugc nhidu hon. Thé' ma sudt timg
&6 nim t6i da bit minh phai hoc & mét noi nhd bé, chit
hep va yén tinh. Chan ngt!”
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Itamar, nhu thudng 16, dén mudn hon mét chut va
tim d&n chd ngdi quen thudc clia ciu ta.

“Cau thi sao ha Josik?” Jerome hoi Schneiderman.

“On Chua,” ciu ta tra 16i. “T6i da tap hop dwogc vai
thit cho anh. Mot vai y tudong tbi nghi o thé cb ich
cho anh.”

“Tuyét!” Jerome dudi thing ngudi.

“Chiing ta bit ddu chi¥?” Schneiderman hao himg,

I)‘C‘}.J'!

Schneiderman liéc nhin thdy minh. Khi éng gat ddu
d6ng ¥, ciu ta bat dau.

“Ching ta da n6i dén viéc bat ddu bang nhimg tha
dé va tha vi 16i sau d6 mdi chuyén sang nhimg cha dé
kho nhin hon. B4t dau bing nhimg lvong kién thirc nho
thdi va tir cho minh thoi gian giai lao. Tuy vay, cd mot
difu rat quan trong ma tdi da quén khong nhén manh.
Khi gap phai nhimng tai liéu kho va phirc tap, ta phai
hoan toan chic chin rang minh hiéu ndi dung thurc sw
cua tai liéu do.”

Jerome trong c6 vé bdi rdi. “Digu 46 thi qua 16 rang
roi con g1.”

“Khéng hin thé,” Itamar tra 1&i. “C6 nhimg thi c6 vé
cic ky hién nhién, tiee 1a ta nghi réng ta hoan toan biét 5
vé ng, nhung thuc t&'¢6 thé ta dd bd qua mot cai gi do.”

Jerome nhin Itamar cham cham.
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“Td sé cho cdu mot vi du,” Itamar néi nhanh. “Té
chic 1a cdu da nghe thdy nhimg cum tir nhu ‘ad hoc,’
‘modus vivendi,” ‘tabula rasa,’ ‘bonafied’... i, ding
khong?”

“Chéc chin rdi. T¢ nghe thiy sudt,” Jerome tra 1oi.

“Thé”ad hoc’ ¢6 nghia la gi?”

Mat Jerome chuyén xdm khi hin cudi ing ting.
“Nghia la... trm...” hin ngirng lai d& nghi. “Kiéu nhuw L3
‘phong khi,” to nghi 1a vay.”

“Thé con ‘modus vivendi’ thi sao?”

“Cai d6 lién quan dén mot don vi do nao d6...” Jerome
cudi nguong. “OK, & chiu. TG da nghe nhitg cum tir kidu
nhur thé' nhiéu 1an r8i nhumg chua bao gidy chiu bé thai gian
tra xem nghia chinh xac cla chiing 1a gi.”

“Hoi triede cd mot chuong trinh TV,” t5i nhd lai,
“trong do bon tré con dugc hoi vé nhitng chu dé cua
ngudi 1on. C6 mét hém, ngudi din chuong trinh, Art
Linkletter, hoi bon tré ¢4 biét ai cd charisma?s khéng. Bon
tré con khong biét charisma 1a gi nhung van tra 16i. Mét
cau bé néi, ‘Bac chdu ¢6 charisma, Ong dy da & bénh vién
hai tudn nay r6i.”” Téi gid giong tré con lam tit ca cuoi
nghiéng nga.

“Mat cdu bé thi ké chuyén b minh vira trong mot
cay charisma trong vuon sau. C6 mét bé gai ndi rang
hoi trudc me minh bj charisma nhung cudi cung ba dy

#* Uy tin cua mot lanh tu d6i voi quan ching,
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tim dugc mot loai ddu gdi ddu ma c6 bé khéng nhé
tén la gi nita.”

“Vi dy rat hay. Chinh 13 diéu t& muén ndéi ddy. Nhu
Joseph Hayim d3 néi, ‘Hiy chic chén ring ban hiéu moi
diu minh hoe, tir d3u dén cufi’ B nio con nguoi rat
khé nhé nhitg thiz khong ¢6 nghia ho¥c khong 15 rang.”

“Drimg bé cude dé dang,” vi gido si ndi thém. “Danh
thém mot, hai phat nira. Pau tw thém mét chut ning
luong nira d€ chic chin ring moi thir 48u hoan toan rd
rang. D6i khi, néu ta khdng hiéu phan dau tién ctia mot
thit gi 46 thi moi thit khéc ta hoc sau d6 déu sé khdng con
15 ring nita. Cling giéng nhu mét chiéc vong cb viy. Néu
mit xich dau tién bj y&u thi cA chudi day sé bj anth hudng.”

“Hidu r8i. Quan trong 1a phai hiéu!” Jerome néi.

“Sau khi doc va hiéu tai lidu, hdy ty minh giai nghia
sau thém mot chut,” ciu sinh vién tiép tyc. “Mot ngudi
s& rit hao himg néu ¢6 thé lién hé nhitng nét méi dén tai
lidu &3 hoc va khi d6, anh ta s& nhé t&t hon boi vi d0 1a
tharh quéa ca chinh minh.”

“D&i mdi,” Jerome nhic lai diém cudi cung.

“Phai... tm... vi dy, khi tém t&t mdt bai bao, hay bd
sung thém mét didu chua duoc néi dén trong 46, mot
didu ma ta nghi dén khi doc bai bdo 6. Y kién clia riéng
ta, mot cach hifu khac lién quan dén chu dé d6.”

“Cé the 13 mot nhan xét hai hudc ching han,” ltamar
goiy.
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“Chéc chin r8i,” ciu sinh vién xéc nhn. “Cé 14n, khi
ching t8i hoc vé nhitng ngudi Israel lang thang trong
sa mac, toi da ldp ra mdt danh sach nhitng noi ho &i
qua va nhitng diém dirng trén hinh trinh ¢6. R&i t8i
hinh dung ra nhiing diu m&c nhu mét ciy co, mét
chiéc 1€u, mét ci giéhg ching han. Difu nay din dén
mot y nghl cyc ky hai hudce 1a ¢6 18 ngudi Israel lang
thang khdp sa mac bdi vi ho &3 chén nhitng kho bu bi
mit & 6 nhung khéng nhé chinh x4c 14 chd nao. .. Vay
nén ho phai quay lai 46 ¢& tim kho bau ctia minh... The
nén ho mdi phai lang thang sudt b8n muoi nim. Tim
kho bau mét nhiéu thoi gian ma.” Joseph Hayim hoi do
mit va mim cudi,

Ching t6i lich sua cudi dap lai. ‘Thyc ra ciu chuyén
cing dau c6 dén ndi no,’ t6i nghi tham.

“Mot y tudmg bit ngudn tir nhitng nd lyc vi suy nghi
cia chinh minh bao gid ciing sé d& nhé hon,” Itamar
nhic lai diém ching t6i da ndi dén khi & trudng dao.

“Thi vi [a & chd cdi y nght vé van clia tbi vé kho bau
dugc chén gidu d6 da thyc sy gitp t8i nhd duoc nhimg
thdng tin lién quan dén ciu chuyén vé hanh trinh lang
thang trén sa mac cta ngudi Do Théi. Tai nhé duwoc
nhiéu théng tin hon boi vi t6i da tap trung chd y dén
vigc phat trién y tudng hai hwéc ciia minh.” Cu sinh

-vién dimng lai mét chit. “Dé 1a cach t8i d3 kham pha ra
bi &n v dai v& mbt tri nhé phi thuong.

“Nhimg y tuong mdi mé 1a chia khéa kich hoat diu
Oc va tri tudng tuong, va tri tedng tuegng 46 chinh 14 b
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quyét va nén tang clia moi phuong phap ghi nhd,”
Joseph Hayim lai dirng va nhin jerome.

“Khi ta mudn nhd mot ci gi 6, ta dua ra nhimg chi
din dé& tri twong tugng cia minh tao nén nhimg birc
tranh, khung canh khic siu vao tam tri, gitt ching & d6.

“Nél ta mudn nhd dén sy huyén diéu cia dinh Sinai,
t4t ca nhimg gi ta can lam 1 tuwong tuong ra canh chinh
minh dang d{mg & d6. Plta con cia dan toc Israel,
Moses dang nam Mudi di€u rén trong tay... hay tleng
song bién, tiéng mdt chi ong vo ve. Khi ta nhim mat lai
vi tuong tugng, ta sé thdy minh nhur dang thuc su o
mit trong khoanh khic lich str d6.” Mat cu ta khép lai.

“Tri nhé 1a kha nang thiét yéu ctia tam hon con nguoi,
kha ning sip x&p tat ca nhing burc tranh d6 va triéu tap
chiing chi trong mot cai chop mit, va d¢ la 1y do tai sao
dé nhé duge mot thi gi d6 ta phii chuyén né thanh
hinh anh, mét hinh anh thiee sy manh mé va phi
thuong.”

“Aristotle va Plato chinh 12 nhitng ngudi phét trién
nén céng cu ghi nhé bing hinh anh tuong tuong,” toi
nhin xét. Mdt vai k§ nang ghi nhé ma con ngudi ngay
nay vin st dung di dwoc phat trién tir thot d6. Theo
nhu t6i biét thi day 1a phat minh cia ngudi Hy Lap, chi
khong phai ciia nguoi Do Théi. Toi da rat ngac nhien.”

“Pyre Chia da ban cho dan toc Israel mén qua dg,”
Schneiderman that 1én dé dap lai diéu toi noi. “Nguoi
biét ring nhitng than dan cia Ngudi khong c6 mot tri
nhé vi dai, chinh vi vdy Nguoi da day cho ho nhing
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phuong phép d€ ghi nhd...” Cdu mim curdi va nhin tat
ca ching t&i. “Moi nguedi ¢d nhé khdng?”

Jerome va t6i nhin lai cdu ta day thac maéc.

“Chila d3 ndéi véi dan tde Israel,” cdu sinh vién manh
mé vung tay 1én khong khi, "Hiy tirdng twgng nhitng diéu
ta da lam voi Hy Lap va hay dé dieu d6 nhdc nhé cic con
biét ai 1a vi chda chin chinh va vi dai nhat!” Ciu ta két
thiic bai dién vén y nhur mét nha thuyét gido thuc thy.

Ciing dung, t6i nghi tham. Nhung day khéng phai 1a
tri tuong tuong thong thuong. Piec Chua ndi dén su
twéng trong vé nhitng diéu vo cling, nhitng diéu phi
thudng. Tri nho cua con nguoi ludn hoat dong hiéu qua
nhat d61 voi nhitng diéu mang tinh chat phi thuong,

“Ky xao ddc biét,” Itamar ndi. That tha vi la Jerome
ciing dang nghi dén diéu tuong tu va nhanh nhau bay to
y kién cta minh ngay.

“T¢ thi khong nghi la nhitng ky xdo nay sé gay an
tugng mdy & Hollywood dau.” Hin cudi vdi ltamar.

“Tudng tuong canh Arnold Schwartzenegger dung
bat luc & goc phong, 1on tiéng de doa mot tén gang-xto
to nhu trdu mong lai con mang sung may ngay trudc
mit minh, dai loai nhwr ‘Tao sé cho may co hdi cudi cung
d¢ roi khoi day. May nén biét 14 tao ¢ chdy ran va mu
_bénh diy.’ Va roi trong nhiy méat, Schwartzenegger di
chuyén dén gan tén gang-xto va cham cai bom sue tir cha
minh vio hén, tén ging-xto run nhw cly siy, mat kiém
soat va cau xin nguoi anh hung tha mang. ‘Khoéng! Lam
on di! Pung tha chay ran!””
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Jerome lac dau. “Khéng bao gi¢ ¢6 chuyén dé dau.”

“Phai, nhung dich bénh 1a chuyén cd thit ma,”
Schneiderman phan bac.

“T6i dua thdi ma, Josik,” Jerome trdn an cdu sinh vién.
“Cau da xem phim ctia Schwartzenegger bao gid chuwa?”

“Chura, t6i khdng xem phim.”

“U nhi... Xin 16i,” Itamar néi, hoi xdu h8. “Ban than
Schwartzenegger da la mdt ky xao dién anh roi.”

“Tém lai,” cau sinh vién ndi, quay trd lai voi chil dé
ciia ching t6i, “ta ghi nhé t6t nhat nhitng di€u mang tinh
la ling, phi thuong. Nhimg diéu d6 rat ¢ hiéu qua doi
vdi tri nhd boi vi ching co hiéu qua d6i véi trai tim.”

“Su kich dong,” Itamar giai thich, “tdc ddng dén tri nhé.”

“Chic chan r6i. Mitc dd kich déng va hing tht ma
tdm hén ta cdm nhan ¢6 anh hudng dén hiéu qua cda
viéc ghi nho. Mite d¢ hirng tha hay dau dén, tirc 1a quy
mo cua an tuong, quyét dinh liéu mot su kién nao d6 o
ghi ddu dn mai trong trdi tim ching ta hay khong.”

Jerome dua tay ra hiéu bao Schneiderman diing lai
mot chit. “Doi mot 1at.” Jerome 16i ra phan tom LAt ma
trirde d6 hin da cho vi gido si xem. “Bét triru tuong di
modt chiit nhé. Ch:?mg han, [am thé nao d€ nhd duoc
nhiing thit nay néu diing phuong phap ciu vira n6i?”

“Xem nao.” Schneiderman cdm tap gidy va chdam chu
xem xét. “Day 1a nhimg gi anh ghi chép dwoc tir mét bai
luén hay mgt cudn sach nao dé dung khoéng?”
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“MOot bai viét vé viéc quan ly tai chinh trong nhing
cong ty mai,” Jeorme giai thich.

“OK. Véay bdy gio anh phai nhin vao phan tom tit
nay va hiéu dugc nhitg diéu thiét yéu: y chinh va chi
dé. Ldy moét to gidy khac, hay dung 1€ cua to gidy nay
ludn ciing dwoe, viét ra mot hodc hai tir dai dién cho cha
dé, mot tr anh c6 thé twong trgng ra. Tu do phai that
n&i bat, bit mit va khién tam hén anh bi kich dong, hao
hang va truyén cho anh mot niém mong mudn, mot ndi
khat khao thuyce sy d€ ghi nhé nd.

“Hang thé hé nguoi Do Thai trén khap thé gisi nay
da t6 chiec Bita t6i ngay 1€ Qua hai ma khong can dén
cudn kinh cau nguyén Hagadah, anh biét tai sao ho nhd
dugce tat ca nhitng 101 cdu nguyén d6 khong?”

“Bang nhirng tir chi dao,” Jerome doan.

“Chinh xdc,” Schneiderman tra loi va bat dau liét ké
mot s& tir chinh. “Loi cdu nguyén, rira tay, ngo tay,
chuyén ké, rira tay, banh khéng men, banh kep... va con
nhiéu nhiéu nira.”

“UJ, toi nhd dugc hét nhimng cai d6,” Jerome noi.

“Nhitng tir nay dwoc nhan manh, ndi bit ¢ ddu cudn
Hagadah. Mdi tir déu duoc ndi ra d& nhac chiing ta nhé
dén nhitng phan khac nhau ctia budi 1&: 1di cAu nguyén -
noi 16 cdu nguyeén bén ly rugu, rira - riva tay trude nghi
1&, ngo tay - chiing ta &n rau ngdm trong nuwde mudi,
banh khong men - miéng banh ¢ gitra sé duoc bé lam
d6i... Bang cach nay, ching ta ghi nhd duwoc mudi lam
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phén chia bu6i 18. Nhan tién, thiy Shmuel da néi r.’?mg ta
nén cd ging chon nhimg tir cha dao va gieo theo van.
Nhur thé ta s& nhé tot hon.”

“Noi cach khéac, hdy chon nhitng tir giy an twong
manh va sip xép nhitng tir d6 theo mdt cach khién
ching that ndi bat va bat mit.”

“Gidng nhu may cai ap phich & cho ciu,” Itamar
xen vao.

Cau sinh vién nhin Itamar vé khoéng hiéu. “Ap
phich nao?”

“Céu chua bao gio dé€ y dén nhitng tdm ap phich
quang cao dac biét dan trén tuong cac khu ton gido a?”

“Chwa.” Ciu sinh vién ¢d nhd lai.

”O, d61 khi chiing nhu mét mo hén don vay,” Itamar
giai thich. “Gan day tdi thiy gi nhi? A, phai réi... c6
nhimg to quang cao tim nguoi, thay vi nhimg cau kiéu
nhu ‘Tim ngudi: ddu bép cho hoc vién Torah’ ching han
thi lai 1a mét to ap phich cuc ky &n twong véi dong chix.
‘Khén cip! Hat anh em sinh d6i bi con d6i gidy vo tim
mot tdm hon cao ca va nhan tir sdn sang vao bép ndu &n
cho ho...” Nghe citr nhur trén thé gian nay khong con gi
quan trong hon viéc tim mét dau bép vay.”

Schneiderman va vi gido si mim cudi. Ho biét chinh

' xdc céi quang cao ma [tamar dang ndi dén.

“Nhiéu 14n t6i cling dan mat vao nhiing t& quang cao
nhur vay, nhung anh cé dé y thdy tac déng manh mé ctia
ching khong?” Ciu sinh vién nhin xét. “Néu ching
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khong giy &n trong manh dén vay, c6 khi anh ching d&
y dén ching lam gi bdi vi ¢6 lién quan gi dén anh dau.”

“Nhung tir chit dao cAn phai thit bat mit, nhu ta da
noi,” Schneiderman ndéi thém. “Nhitng t& nay cd vai tro
nhu nhitng ddu mdc, nhitg tdm bang chi dan cho tri
nho.” Schneiderman ¢d gang hét sitc ¢€ fam 16 quan
diém ctia minh. “Dé thuc hién muc dich ctia anh, Jerome,
ching ta d3d néi dén viéc don gidn héa, tic la doc
thudng xuyén va tom tat mét cach don gian. Con goi
¢ nghia [a nhitng tir chu dao, nhitng ddu hiéu ghi nhé
c6 thé goi cho ta nhé dén nhitng y tedng khac.” Ciu ta
dirng lai d€ giai toa con khat.

“Ddu hiéu ghi nhd la gi day?” t6i hoi.

Schneiderman ngdm nghi d¢ tim vi du minh hoa.
Bdng nhién, c6 vé nhu mdt y tudng rat hay da nay ra
trong dau cdu.

“Dé&u hiéu ghi nh¢ 1a nhitng cdng cu hd trg ma khi ta
nhin thdy, ta sé nho ra nhitng cdi khac.” Cu dudi thang
nguoi trén ghé’. RSi bat ngd, cau ta luc trong tii quan, 16
ra mot qua tzitzit” va dura cho ching téi xem.

“Day la mot vi du v€ dau hiéu ghi nhd,” ciu tuyén bo.

“QuaTzitzit a?” Jerome hoi.

“Trong cudn Nhitng con s6, Pirc Chita da néi véi Moses,

“Héy ndi voi nhitng dira tré Israel va nhic ching phai két
tzitzit & nhitng goc khan, tir thé hé nay sang thé hé khac,

¥ Tua hedc qua tua dwge két dac biét d€ trang tri vio bdn goc cia chiée
khin tallit (khin choang cdu nguyén cia ngudi Do Thai).
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va budc 0 mdi géec mdt sqi chi mau xanh: chiéc tzitzit s6 &
d6, cdc con sé nhin thdy né va nho duwgc tit cd nhitng diéu
ran cua Chua va lam theo nhiing diéu ran do.

“Khi mét nguoi mang trén minh tzitzit, nguoi 46 s¢
nh¢ minh la ai, minh la céi gi, nhé dén nhitng diéu rin
va bon phan thyre hién nhimg diéu ran d6. Vay lam thé
nao & nhd duge 13 ¢4 bao nhiéu diéu ran tat ca?”

“Dé thoi ma. Co tat ca 613 diu ran,” Jerome tra 1.

“Dung roi, 613,” Joseph Hayim xdc nhan. “Chi dé
chic chan théi ma,” ciu ta lai chi vao chiéc tzitzit,
“nhung con mdt diéu goi y nira. O mbi cum ¢b ndm nat
va tam sgi day. Nam cOng tam la bao nhiéu.”

“Mudi ba.”

“Va gia tri s6 hoc cta tlr tzitzit [a bao nhiéu?”

Itamar tinh nham thanh tiéng, “tz 1a 90, i 1a 10, {z 1a 90,
i1a 10 va t la 400. Tong cng la 600. Thém 13 vao nira,
vay la ¢d 613 diéu ran ta cin phai ghi nhé.”

“Thdt dang kinh ngac,” toi thét 1én.

Schneiderman nhét chiée tzitzit vao cho cia no va
ngdi xudng.

“Khi tdi mdi chuyén dén Israel,” Jerome bt dau,
“trude khi biét tzitzit 1a cai gi, toi da thdy moi nguoi di
loanh quanh khip noi véi qua tzitzit treo long thong va
t6i da tw hoi sao ngudi ta khong kiém dugc thie d6 nao
kha kham hon.” Han cuodi toe toét. “Toi ar nghi quan do
ho bi rach.”
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“Noi tom lai, t6i nén viét ra nhitng tir chi dao, nhimg
tlr nay sé dong vai trd nhu nhitg tim bién chi dan cho
tri nho. Sao ching ta khong thir lam mot bai thyc hanh
luén nhi?” Jerome chi vao phin tém t4t ca hin.

“Tai chinh doanh nghiép,” vi gido st doc to.

“Vigc thuc hién mot ké" hoach kinh doanh doi hoi phii 6
cidc ngudn tai chinh,” dng doc bang giong trdm bdng nhw
thoi mién. “M@gt cong ty moi thanh ldp cd rat nhiéu hiea chon
vé vin dé tii chinh theo nhw... Xem ndo.” Ong bo qua.
“Péy 12 doan ddu tién.” Ong chi vao phan tuong tng
trén trang gidy.

"Tién tiét kiém cd nhdn cia doanh nhin la khodn tai chinh
triede mdt, tuy viy khodn t3i chinh nay thuong vt han ché...
Tom lai, tir chin dao & day la gi? Ngudn tai chinh tiém
ndng ban dau la gi?” Ong hoi Jerome.

“Tiét kiém ¢4 nhan,” Jerome tra 10i.

“Tiét kiém cd nhin,” vi gido si viét ra 1¢.

Jerome quay sang Schneiderman. “Lam thé nao ma
t6i tuong tirgng ra duoc tiét kiém ca nhan?”

“Um. Néu Ja tai thi hinh anh hién 1én trong dau t6i 1a
canh t6i dang 6m mdt bao tai vang.”

Jerome nhdm mit lai. M&t nu cudi Iong ngoac nd trén
mat han,

“Vay tdi sé twdng tuong minh dang dm mét boc toan
tién vang vay.”
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“QK.” Vi gido s doc tiép, “Khi mt nguai cin mdt khodn
ddu twe lon... ho cd thé tim nguén ddu tie tir mot doi tdc dé chia
sé nhikng rii ro trong kinh doanh. M3t doi tic t6t la mot nguor
c6 thé dong gop kij ndng, kinh nghiém, kién thic chuyén
mon... Noi tom lai 1a gi?” Ong nhuén mét vé phia Jerome.

“Mot @i tac.”

Vi gido si viét ra chix d6i tac.

“Toi twong tuong ra Hevrutah cua minh, Solomon.
Cau ay 1a ban hoc cta t61,” cau sinh vién noi.

“Vay toi s& tirdng tuong ra Issac. Cu ta la Hevrutah
clia tAi.” Jerome noi theo. “Cau 8y ¢6 ¥ thirc rat 6t vé
cbng viéc kinh doanh... Ai ma biét duoc, biét ddu mot
ngay nao dé chung toi sé cing nhau mé ¢ong ty thi sao,”
hin mo mang néi to.

Vi gido ¢ viét tén Issac bén canh chit ddi tac.

“Nguén vdn dyw dn la nhitng cong ty ddu tw dang 1dp ké
hoach ddu tw dai han... nhdt la trong cdc dw dn vé cong
nghé...”

“Ngubn von du 4n,” vi gido st viét. “D6 la ngudn tai
chinh ti€m ning thit ba cua ching ta.”

“Lam sao ma tudng tuong ra néi ngudn von du an

- duge day?” Jerome hoi Schneiderman.

“T6i khong biét ngudn von du 4n la gi,” cau sinh vién
tra 10, cudi nhe, giong ¢6 chat hoi xdu hd. “Tuy vay,
hinh anh dau tién hién 1én trong dau t6i la mdt con kén
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kén?... Nghe gidng nhau lam, mét con kén kén to by —
mot con kén kén ¢ thé sa xuéng cho ti bat it Hic nao.”
Cau ta nhin sang bén phai va dua hai tay 1én 6m 13y dau
nhu th& 6 cdi gi d6 sdp roi xudng. “Toi nghi la tir chi
dao o day phai 1a kén kén.”

“Qué chuén!” Jerome hao himg. “Mot con kén kén
suyt niza thi ddp xudng ddu minh. Minh nhay ra tranh
duoc nhung né dap dap doi canh khéng 16 lam bui bay
mi mit quanh minh.” Han tiép tuc dong twéng tuong
cua ciu sinh vién.

“C6 nhiéy ngudn tai trg va h6 tro khic nhau...” vi gido si
tiép tuc.

Jerome nhanh nhau néi ludn, “Ngudn tai chinh tiém
nang thir tur - tai trg.”

Vi gido si ghi ngay ra lé trang gidy.

“T6i tudng twong ra hinh anh tuéng Ulysses S.
Grant® di xudng phd, chan dam thinh thich diy kiéu
hadnh,” Jerome miéu ta hinh anh feong tuong cda minh.”

“Ngudn tai chinh chii yéu thudng la vdn vay ngdn hang,
dugc bao dim bang mét tai san thé chap nio d6,” vi gido si
doc tiép.

Ong va Jerome nhin nhau va cung bit ra mot lac,
J‘lvay.f’

¥ Venture (dir an) va vulture (con chim kén kén} doc hoi gidng nhau.

# Jerome nghi dén tudmg Grant boi vi ho ctia 6ng - Grant — ¢ nghiz 1a
tai brg.



282 TRITUE DO THAI

“ Anh nghi dén hinh anh gi?” cau sinh vién hoi.

“Tir ‘vay’ khién téi nghi dén chuyén phai o mot
minh®,” Jerome nhun vai.

“Rat tot,” Schneiderman nhan xét, hai long thay 16 vi
kha ning nghi ra nhitng y tuong ky cuc rat nhanh chong
cua Jerome.

“Néu cau khong tra duoe ng cho ngan hang,” t0i xen
vao, “cu cb thé chic chin mét difu 1 cdu s& mdt minh,
hoin toan mot minh, ching cb viéc lam &n nao dé ma
nghi dén hét. Tir nay duoc day.”

“Thé théi,” vi gido s1 két ludn khi ludt qua mot luot
hét toan b trang gidy dng cam trén tay. “Vay nhimng lua
chon chu y&u v& ngudn vén cho mdt cong ty la gi nao?”

“Xem nao,” Schneiderman nhim mit suy nghl mot
lat, “tidt kiém c& nhin, d6i tic, nguon von dy an, tai trg
va vay.” Chu ta nhic lai toan bd danh sach véi toc do
kha nhanh so vdi mét ngudi song tach biét khoi the' gidi
lam &n kinh doanh.

“Toe &6 that!” Itamar than phuc.

“Diéu nay dan ta dén voi ciu hoi tiép theo, quan
trong hon nhiéu - 1am th& nao dé nhd dugc tit ca nhimg
tir chu dao? Hay chinh xac hon la lam thé nao dé nhé
duwrge mot danh sach cac tie ngie.”

W A loan (mét khoan vay) va alore (mét minh, ¢4 don) 6 cach phat &m
gidng nhau.
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“Cudn Kuzari di nhic dén moét thie gidc quan, do la
gidc quan chia se. Giac quan nay cho phép két néi nhitng
di€u khic nhau trong mét thoi gian, khéng gian cy thé
nham khéi phuc, kich thich va tai tao tri nhé. Ching han,
vi gidc cam nhén duge mui vi cdn thi giac thiy duge mau
sdc. Ludi ta ném duge vi ngot clia mat ong nhung khong
thé thdy duroc mau vang éng cia no. Con mit ta thay
duoc mau nhung lai khong c6 y niém gi vé vi. Giac quan
chia sé, ndi cach khac, 1am cau ndi cho cac giac quan khac
nhau. Khi mét ta nhin thay mdt ong va bd nido ta xac nhan
rdng vi ngot ctia mét ong twong ty nhur khi mit ta nhin
thay tuyét thi cam giac lanh sé khién toan bd co thé run
lén. Vi m{t gidc quan thuong dua dén mét gide quan
khac nén ngudi ta da nay ra y tudng vé viée tao ra mot
chudi cic y tirdng hoic tir ngit ¢6 méi lién hé véi nhau,
cai ndy dan dén cai kia.” Clu ta dung khin lau miéng.
“Cé6 thé la mot cau chuyén dé lién két tat ca cde tir ngit.”

“Mt cdu chuyén lién két,” toi nhic lai véi Jerome.
“C6 phai d6 la cach ciu nhé duoc tit ca nhimg tir cha
dao trong phdn tom tit cia Jerome khéng?” Téi héi
Schneiderman.

“Dé& nhé dirgc tat ca nhitng kha nang tap hop ngudn
vén, tdi chinh ¢dng ty, toi thdy trudc mdt minh mot
chiéc may ATM khong 16 dét canh xudng may ctia cd tbi
0 Bnai Barak,” ciu ta ngimg; lai d&€ xem chang t6i co theo
dong suy nghi ctia minh khong.

“Chiéc may ATM tuong trung cho ngudn tai chinh

con xudng may tugng trung cho mot cong ty,” Jerome
mim cuoi. “Rét hay.”
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“Bay gid cAu chuyén bit d4u,” Schneiderman néi tiép.
“Téi tuong tuong minh dang ngdi & ngoai hanh lang
xurong, gan chiéc may ATM, tay cdm mét chiée bao tai
mau nau may bang mdt thit vai day va chic. Chiéc may
bi truc tric. Hang ngan dong tién vang dang tudn ra tit
khe may, chay thing vio chiéc bao tai ma t6i dang nim
that chat.”

“Tiét kiém ca nhéan,” Thiy Dahari giai thich, ¢ vé
cho chinh minh nhiéu hon.

“Cai bao tai kha nang. Solomon, d8i tac ctia ti va la
Hevrutah clia t6i, dén gitp mét tay. Nho sy gidp do cua
cdu &y, t6i nhic dugc chiée bao 1én va ching toi bit dau
di xudng phé. Roi bdng nhién chung t6i bi cuwdp.” Cau ta
gio hai tay l1én dau. “Tl phia bén kia dudng, bt ngd, mot
con kén kén khéng 16 lao vé phia ching t5i, quép 18y cai
bao tai va quang cho 6ng chu cia né, twéng Grant, ong
nay nhanh chéng mat hat cing véi bao tai tién. Solomon
dudi theo nhung mét chiée xe tir ddu lao dén va dam vao
ciu ay. Vay nén, t6i dimg dé, chi con lai mot minh.” Cau
khoanh tay, mim cuoi va tua vao ghé. “Hét r61.”

Ca ba ching t6i nhin cau ta, day kinh ngac.

“Ro rang, cau duge b€ trén ban cho mét tri tirong
teong phi thuong,” vi gido si than phuc.

“Ding that day, Josik a,” Jerome noi, khong giau sy
hing khdi. “Sao cdu lai sudt ngay ¢ trong truong duoc
chi¥? Ddng 1€ ra cdu nén viét kich ban cho Hollywood.
Bidt dau cau lai thanh Steven Spielberg cua céng dong
Do Thadi chinh théng dy chit.”
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Cau sinh vién hoi dé mit.

"OK, cdu phai thira nhan 1% phuong phéap nay rét cé
hi€u qua,” t6i néi véi Jerome biing giong yéu clu
nghiém tic.

“Cau danh ca ngay chi dé tuéng tuong thdi sao?”
Itamar bdn khoan. “N6 doi héi mét tri tudng tuong tich
cure va cye ky nhidu nd lue, mdi lan phai nghi ra mdt cau
chuyén hoan toan méi d4u phai dé, con chua tinh dén
thoi gian b6 ra nita.”

“That ra thi khdng phai thé,” Schneiderman & trin
an Itamar. “Thyc té'1a t8i di nghi ra toan bd ciu chuyén
tlr [iic moi ngurdi ndi dén chu dé nay lan diu tién roi”

“Van dé ¢ day 1a phai thuc hanh phuong phap nay
cho dén khi né tré thanh ban nang thit hai ciia ta,” tbi bs
sung, duwa trén nhimg kinh nghiém chuyén mén clia
chinh minh trong chuyén nay. “Cé thé ngay liic nay, ta
thay dé€ lam duge nhur the) trf 6c ta sé phai hoat dong rat
nhi€u nhung cudi cling, chinh diéu d6 lai giup ta tiét
kiém thoi gian va gitp ta hidu duoc nhidu tij liéu hon,
trong khoang thoi gian ngén hon.”

“Dling d6,” Schneiderman tiép tuc dong suy nghi cua
t6i, “boi vi khi d6 anh thuc su sp xép cée théng tin thu
nhan duge theo mot hé théng c6 t& chire. Didu nay giap
anh khong phai mat cong xem di xem lai mét tai lidu
nhiéu 14n d& ghi nhé nira, Mét cau chuyén lién mach, o
rang cue ky higu qua.”

Itamar, van con dang hoai nghi, nhin sang Jerome dé
danh gid phan tng clia hin.
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“Néu cau mudn hoi t& thi co vé day 1a mét cach hoc
rat hay,” Jerome lén tiéng nhuw thé doc dwge cau hoi
trong diu Itamar. “Chac chén, té sé thir cach hoc nay.”
Hin mim cudd hai long.

“Vay la t&t rdi. TG phai néi that la céu ciing duge ban
cho mét tri tudng tugng kha phét trién ddy,” ltamar bo
sung. “Nhitng chiéc do phdng cliia cdu cd thé chiing
minh didu d6. TS thi lai khic, t& khong ¢6 dugc tri
twong tuong nhw the. B éc té hoat dong theo mot cach
hoan toan khac.” Ciu ta dua ngén tro ban tay phai len
vé& mot hinh vudng trong khong khi. “Cau co phuong
phap nao khac khong?” cau ta hoi nhe nhang, gan nhuw
la van nai.

“Logic hon mot chat ha?” Joseph Hayim
Schneiderman gat ddu va bat ddu im trong doéng gidy to
cua minh.

“Rogachev, mdt hoc gia rat duoc trong vong, ¢6 nhirng
khoanh khic ma 6ng goi 1a ‘b8 cuc.” Nhur thé toan bd tri
6c ong 12 mdt chudi nhiing mai lién két. Bi quyét ctia ong
ndm & cach éng sip xép moi thit trong dau minh.

“Moi thit trong tu nhién déu dwoc x&p vao cac nhom
khac nhau: cic ching tdc, cc loai, cac loai. T tudi rat
rhd, tré con da bit dau s3p xép mei thit thanh cac nhém

- va chung biét ring qua chudi la thit &n duoc trong khi
bup bé 14 d6 choi va khéng &n duoc.” Schneiderman hoi
mim cudi. “Lich str durrge chia thanh nhitng nién dai. Dia
difm thi duoc phan chia thanh cae dat nudc, khu vwe,
thanh phd khac nhau. O day ching c6 gi 1a bi mét ca.
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Chiing ta s& dé nhé hon nhiu néu nhitng thit cin nhé B
mot bo phén cia mét nhém nao dé, hodc néu trf dce ta tw
tim thay sy logic clia riéng né. Trong dao Do Thaéi cing
vay théi. V& co ban, moi cht dé va y twong déu dugc
phan chia, sap x&p vao cac nhém mdt cach dinh luong.
(o tat ca bao nhiéu cudh sach ctia Moses?”

“Nam,” Itamar dap.
“Thé& 6 tat ca bao nhiéu diéu ran?”
“613.”

“OK. Vay ta sé thir lam mot thi nghiém nho nhd d¢€
xép moi thit thanh nhém nhé. Tham chi ca 613 diéu rin
cing duoc chia thanh cdc nhém. C6 248 didu rin tich
cuc, tire la nhitng diéu nén lam, va 365 didu ran tidu cuc,
hay néi cach khac 1a nhitng diu cdm. Kinh thanh Do
Théai dugce chia thanh cac chuong, céc doan, cu thé: 39
cudn, 929 chwong, 23.214 doan va 773.000 tir,” Joseph
Hayim Schneiderman liét k&, lam tat ca moi ngudi déu
kinh ngac.

“Thir 1dy mét thit trong cudc séng hang ngay cla
ching ta lam vi dy, nhu danh sich d8 c&n mua khi di
siéu thi chéng han, ta sé thay ré"mg néu chia ching thanh
cdc nhom, nhu thit ca, rau, dd bo siza thi s d3 nhé hon
nhiéu, ding khéng?” cau hoi va néi tiép tudn, khong doi
mot cau tra 10i. “Vi duy, néu ta biét rffmg phai mua ndm
thir d6 bo sira va bon loai hoa qua khéc nhau, ta sé dé
nhd danh sach cdn mua d6 hon, dang khéng?”

“U, chic chdn r8i,” Itamar tén thanh. “Lan nao vo toi
£01 dién béo t6i mua d6, tbi ciing hoi xem cé tat ca bao
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nhiéu mén phai mua. Néu cb dy bao la sau mon thi toi
ludn mua dv sdu nhung chua bao gir dling sau mén can
mua ca.”

“Vo t§ thi ching ghi danh sach cac thit cdn mua bao
gi0d,” t1 xen vao.
Ai cling nhin tdi ngac nhién.

“CH &y chi tam 14y mét chiéc xe ddy hang con trong
va ném vao d6 tat ca nhitng thit ¢6 &y thay.”

Cau sinh vién mim cuwdi hiéu y va néi tiép. “Khi hoc
Torah, su logic vh d& hidu ctia cic su kién va moi quan
hé gitra cac chu dé gitp tri nhé hoat dong hiéu qua hon.
Trét ty sdp xép cac van dé thuong la tir dé dén kho.
Ciing nhu trong cfng dong ton gido vay, nam tudi thi
hoc Kinh thanh, mudi tudi hoc Mishna, dén mudi 1lam
tudi thi hoc Gomorrah. Nhu kiéu xay nha &y — méng nha
14 Kinh thanh r6i sau d6 ta méi xdy thém cac birc tuong
va mai nha.”

“Moi thit déu theo trat t thoi gian,” Itamar noi.

“Ping vay,” Schneiderman tra 16i. “Trong dao Do
Théi, trat tw cta moi thit va méi quan hé gitra chung déu
dura trén thir ty clia cac sir kién trong Kinh thanh, tic la
theo trat ty thoi gian,” cau giai thich.

“Nhu Mishna ch?mg han,” thay Dahari ggi y.

R&i vi gido s va clu sinh vién truong dao thay nhau
giai thich mdt hoi dai vé cic phéin, cac doan trong

Mishna. Bdng nhién, ho dimg lai khi nhan ra rang tam
tri ciia Jerome dang lang thang ¢ dau do.
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Si im lang dot ngdt dua s cha y cia Jerome quay
tro lai ban thao luan. “Lam on... ding qua ba doan,”
hin khan khoan.

“Xin 16i, g1 co?”

“Khi moi nguoi trich dan Kinh thanh, téi chi c6 thé
theo dén doan thit ba théi,” hin giai thich. “Dat hoang,
trau doi, lrom lat, thoi dai...toan nhitng thit kho tiéu
hoa thoi. Téi khong dugc gioi mon Kinh thanh 1&m dau.
Ma con nira,” hin quay sang vi gido sI va cdu sinh vién.
“Trong mét [udn vin co viét, ‘Mot ngudi nén giai thich
cho ban minh moi thi bﬁing mot cach that ngén gon va
16 rang, néu khéng ho sé khong lam ban véi ban nita boi
vi mét nguodi ban ma khong hidu gi rat o6 thé sé kho
chiu vé viéc ban minh théng minh hon minh hodc c&
géng td ra thong minh hon minh vy nén ngudi ban dé
sé khong mudn hoc cung anh ta nita ma tim mdt nhom
khac hoc tap vui vé hon, mét nhdm thich dn trimg dam
méat ong véi banh mi nuéng chira bio hoa bang dam...”
Hin ngdi thing 1én, tu hao thay 16 vi 43 pha trd [am moi
nguoi cuoi.

“OK,” vi gido s tan thanh, hoan toan thich thu treoc
con bot phat nho nho cta Jerome.

 “Chiing ta da noéi dén viéc sép x&p moi thit theo trét
tu logic,” Ttamar bit diu, “toi sé se“ip xép danh sach cac
ngudn tai chinh cho doanh nghiép ma chung ta da liét
ké ra theo trat ty thoi gian, mot trat tu ma t6i sé thuc
hién néu téi bat dau céng viéc kinh doanh. Nhu thé, co
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thé t6i sé nhd duogce hét cac thuit ngx.” Céu ta ngudc
mét [én, thd manh ra va cin méi suy ngh.

“Duoc rdi, xem nao...trude hét, tdi sé khoi nghiép
bang tai san cha riéng minh va xem tién tiét kiém c4
nhén ctia minh cé duge bao nhiéu. Réi, t61 sé nho ban be,
gia dinh giup, hita cho ho phin tram véi tu cach 14 cac
ddi tac. Sau do, t6i sé di vay, cdi nay lic trnirdc moi nguedi
x€p & cudi danh sach. Cudi ciing, t6i s& thir im nguén
von du an hoic tai trg.”

“Xudt sic,” vi gido s nhan xét. “Ai cling nén ty tim
cho minh phwong phap hiéu qua nhat d& ghi nhé.”

Cau sinh vién ra hiéu muén bd sung thém méot vai
chi tiét.

“Tdt mudn ding hé théng ky hiéu. Thit ra cd mot vai
phuong phdp st dung hé thong d6.”

“Chéang phai ching ta da ndi dén diéu nay réi sao?”
Jerome nodi to suy nghi cia minh. “Nhiing tir chu dao &y.”

“Joseph mudn chi nhitg chit cai dau tién cha tir va
tir viét tat ma,” vi gido si giai thich.

T choi zigzag

“Trong Iruvin co viét, ‘Torah chi ¢d thé dugc hiéu
thong qua cde ky hiéu,” Schneiderman trich dan.

“Ky hiéu c6 thé 1a nhitng tir chu dao nhu ‘cau nguyén
va rra’ trong Haggadah hay nhimg chiv cai dau nhu
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trong muroi loai dich bénh déi voi ngudi Ai Cap. Anh o
nh¢d khéng?” bong nhién ciu ta héi Jerome.

“Um, c6 chtt. D6 1a DaTZaCH, ADaSH, Ba Ba gi d6.”
“BaHaV,” Schneiderman noi tiép hd Jerome.

“Pung roi, DaTZaCH —~ Dam (méau), Tzfardeah (éch),
Chinim (ran), v.v.”

“Thé cau 6 biét tir ‘tapuz’ (qua cam) thit ra c6 nghia
la gi khong?” Itamar hoi.

“Tapuah Zahav (Trai tdo vang),” Jerome bat ra.

“Moi ngueoi co biét tén cia hang hang khong quoc gia
yéu quy cua ching ta, El-Al, 1a gi khong?” Jerome hoi,
va trude khi bat o ai kip tra 161, han néi luén. “Every
Landing, Always Late (Ldn nao ha canh ciing
muon}...hay Every Luggage Always Lost (Hanh ly nao
cling mat).”

“Bay gi¢y lam gi dén ndi té thé dau,” Itamar phan béc.
“Thuc ra, bay gio té thdy nd con tét hon hét cd may
hing t& da tung di &y chit. Nay, thé moi ngudi cb biét
T.W.A 12 viét tat ctia cai gi khong?” Itamar d8 moi ngudi.

“Try With Another (Tht cai khac),” Jerome ndi ludn.

“Con Fiat, hiang xe cha Italia - Fix It Again Tony (Stra
lai lan nira di Tony)!”

“Nhung ¢ day, lai nay sinh mét van dé khdc,” Itamar
noi va nhiu may. “Tdi hoan toan hiéu phwong phap ma
cau goi y nhung thanh that ma ndi, hau hét cac tir viét
tat chi Ia mét nhém cac chir cai duwge ghép véi nhau
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thanh mét dang thire v nghia. Chang han, lam sao ma
cau nhé duoc nhimng tir nhu la DaTZaCH AdaSH hay
GaNBaCH RaKBaSH? V& co ban, chiing hoan toan vé
nghia.”

Thay Dahari thay d6i tu thé' ngdi.

“Hay ¢8 ging sip x&p tit viét tit theo mot trit tir khac
nghe dé hiéu hon. Chéng han, bai hoc vé tai chinh ma
Jerome tom t3t,” vi gido si goi y. “Theo thit tr ma ciu
tom tat trong gidy thi nhimng tr personal savings (tiét
kiém ca nhan), partners (déi tac), loan (khoan vay),
venture capital (von dw an) va grants (tai trg) sé tao
thanh tir PeSPL-VCG. Nhung néu cdu chuyén vi tri caa
mot vai chit cai, ciu sé c6 PePSi CaVe LeG, nhu thé chic
chin s& dé nhé hon.”

Itamar gat ddu con Jerome thi b8 sung sang tao cta
riéng minh.

“Roéi cdu ¢b thé tuong twong mot ngudi Neanderthal
moi tim dugc ngudn tai chinh cho cdng ty sam 16p cua
minh, dang ngdi udng Pepsi &n mung trong cdi hang
{cave), chan (leg) dung dura vui vé.”

[tamar cudi phd 1én.

“Cau gioi tuong tuong that day,”

"Con co tir viét tat dao nguoc va tir viét tit song song
nita,” Schneiderman noi thém.

“Tir viét tat dao nguoc... va tir viét tit song song,”
Jerome nhéac lai.
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“Nhu thé nay nhé. Mot mat, mot nhém céc tir nglr c6
thé rat gon lai thanh mot tir viét tat. Mat khac, d& nhé
mot tlr nao do, ta cling cd thé chuyén néd thanh mdt cau
hoac thanh mét tr viét tit,” Schneiderman giai thich.

“Toi nghi tdi ¢6 thé hiu difu nay,” Itamar ngét 16i.
“Tdi van str dung phuong phip nay d& nhd nhitng ma
mady tinh va méat khau phire tap.” Cu ta 13y mét to gidy
trang & chd Schneiderman va rit chiéc but néi tiéhg clia
Jerome ra khéi tGi 4o hin ma khong thém héi muron.
Itamar viét ra mdt day cac chix cai va con s6 ~ PMBJ3K5.

“Cau da bao gid cdn nhd mét mit khau kiéu nhu thé
nay chura, d& vao mang Internet chéng han?” ciu ta héi toi.

“That khong may la co,” toi tra 101

“Vay, cach lam o day la hay coi cai dong 1on xén nay
1a chir viét tit cla mot cau nao d6. Mdi chir cai trong
mit khiu 14 chir dau tién chia mot tir ndo dé. Chidng han,
ma PMBJ3K5 v0 nghia nay c6 thé duge chuyén thanh
mot cdu nhu, ‘P-Please M-Make B-Big J-John 3 shots of
K5 (Lam on pha cho John Bu 3 ly K5) ...d¢6 1a tén mét
loai cocktail. Bugc chit, phai khong?” cau ta hai. “Béng
cach nay, cau da chuyén mét thr hoan toan vé nghia
thanh mot thir ¢6 nghia ma cdu ¢é thé nhé duec.”

“Mot y tudng rét hay,” Jerome than phuc. “Nhung
* con tit viét tit song song thi sao?”

“D¢ la cach ngay xwa moi ngudi van dung dé€ nhé
cac don vi do va tién té ¢8,” ciu sinh vién giai thich.
“Cling nhu 0 My nguoi ta chia cac don vi tién té thanh
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db6-la, quarter (ddng 25 xu), dime (d6ng 10 xu), nickel
(d6ng 5 xu) va xu. Thoi Mishna, tién cang dwoc phét
hanh dudi cdc dang sela, dinar, me’ah, pondyon, isair
va pruta. Viy lam thé nao dé€ nhé duoc mot sela bing
bao nhiéu dinar va mot dinar bang bao nhiéu me’ah?
Ho d3 tao ra cac tir viét tit s dung nhing chir cdi diu
tién clia mobi ddng tién - SaDaM PIP ~ va nhém chiing
lai thanh ti¢ DOBeBaH. Nhin xem nhé.” Ciu ta rat ra
mét t& biéu do.

SELA

Chit cai th 4 > D3
DINAR

Chiy cai thw 6 > O
ME'AH

Chitcaitha2 > B
PONDYON

Chitcaithe2 > B
ISAIR

Chécdithe8 > H
PRUTA

Nhu moi ngudi thay ddy, st dung phuong phap nay,
ngurdi xuwa ¢ thé dé dang biét va nhd duoc 1a sela ¢6 ‘D,
tirc la 4 dinar, va ‘O’ me’ah, c6 nghia 1a 6 me'ah, b%‘?mg

# Tt ca déu theo bang chit cai Do Thai.
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mot dinar, fong tu nhu vay véi cac don vi khac. Co6 dé
hiéu khong?”

“Hoan toan de hiéu,” tat ca ching tdi déng thanh.

“D6 cling la cach t61 nh¢ cdc loai dong xu khi ti dén
New York ndm ngoai d&€ tham ong bac. Téi da st dung
hé thoéng nay.” Ciu ta rt mét chiéc but ra va viét
DYCHaK - DeQDaNCe.

Po-la=

D (Chit cai Do Thai c6 gia tri s6 hoc Ja 4) - 4 dong
quarter

Y (Chir cai Do Thai ¢6 gia tri s6 hoc 1a 10) — 10 dong
dime

CH (Chtr cai Do Thai co gia trj s6 hoc 1a 20} - 20 dong
nickel

K (Chit cai Do Thai ¢é gid tri s& hoc la 100) - 100 dong
cent

“Thé cau mua gi 6 New York?” Jerome tO mo hoi.

“Um...” Schneiderman ¢& nho lai. “Téi khong nhé ra
minh c6 mua tha gi dac biét khong. Téi tiéu gan hét tién
vao viée di taxi va d6 a&n udng,” cau giai thich. “A
khong, that ra toi co mua mot chiéc may anh ¢ d6.”

“Nay, Jerome,” téi xen vao, "thtr tudng tuong cau
budc vao mdt cira hang nho, hoi mua mét & banh mi:
‘Xin 16, dng cd nhén sela khéng hay éng thich t6i tra
bang pondyon hon?’”



296 TRITUE DO THAI

Jerome cuoi lich si r6i ngay 1ap titc chuyén sang ké
cau chuyén cua hén. “M6t nhém nguoi o nha thuong
dién tham gia mét tour du lich. Trén duodng di, ho ghé
vao mot quan ca phé. Nguoi phu trach nhom dén chd
chu quan va giai thich, ‘Nghe nay, toi dén day voi mot
nhom nguoi dugc xdc dinh la bi dién nhung khong
nguy hiém. Néu éng khdéng phién, dén cudi bita 4n, ho
s8 trd ong bing ndp chai, lac d6 toi voi dng sé thanh
toan sau nhé. C6 duwgce khdng?” Chu quan ¢b vé rat thich
tha va chdp nhan yéu cau la lung d6. Sau khi tét ca da
udng xong ca phé, mdi ngudi déu dén chd thu ngan va
dé€ 1én ban sb nép chai ma theo ho 1a du. Khi tat ca dara
ngoai hét, nguoi quan ly tim 8y tay nguoi phu trach
doan va nhic éng ta vé thoa thuan giita ho. ‘Nay dng,
ong di hira 1a bay gid chiing ta s& thanh toan. ‘O, phai
18, ngudi phu trach tra 101 va bit dau luc chiéc tai ctia
minh, ’C)ng ¢o tién 1é tra lai cho nép thung rac khong?"”

Schneiderman cudi toe toét va bit diu thu don tat ca
dong gidy t& ciia minh. “Tat cd dady,” cau ta két ludn trong
lic nhet ching vao tii. “Pé la nhirng thu thuat lién quan
dén ky hiéu ma toi thuomg ap dung dé ghi nhé.”

Itamar gai gii ddu va mang mdt bd mit kho hiéu, héi
d6 cau ta van hay thé

“Vay &6 la cach cdu nhé nhiing quy tac, nhitng luat 1&
Do Thai va cic phan doan cta Torah sao?” cau ta hoi.

“Dung vay,” ciu sinh vién khiém t6n trd 161 roi rat
moét diéu thudc mong tir chiéc hop d€ trong tui do khoac.
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“Bing nhitng tir ngit chu dao lién quan dén nhimg ciu
chuyén va nhiing ky hiéu.”

“Va ciu khéng bao gio quén diéu gi sao?” Itamar tiép
tuc, giong day hoai nghi.

Schneiderman chim lra va cudi, “Tat nhién, téi co
quén chi.” Ciu ta dimg lai, hit vai hoi. “Khéng 6 ai
hoan hdo ca. Thé nén ngudi ta méi phai dung dén

&
nhitng phuong phap cai thién tri nhé.”

Ghi nhé ]::gng chch lép lai va ngir didu

“Nguoi hoc Torah ma khong trd di tro lai véi nd thi
cing nhu mét ngudi gieo hat ma khéng thu hoach vay.
Mot thit con ngudi hoe duoc déu phai duoc ldp lai nhiéu
[Ain cho d&n khi hoan toan nhudn nhuyén,”
Schneiderman giai thich.

“Dlng thé)” Itamar ¢ chung quan diém. “Lip lai la
mot trong nhiing nhan 8 quan trong nhét gitp con
nguai ghi nhd duoc 1au dai.”

“Khi hoc Torah,” ciu sinh vién tiép tuc, “muc tiéu [a
phai 13p lai béi vi chi bang céch tr¢ di tro lai van dé thi
van d€ do mdi o lai trong dau ta dugc. Néu ta khong
xem lai tai liéu, ta s& khong nhé duoc va néu ta khong
nha dwoc thi chinh 13 ta d3 tang phi ca thoi gian va cong
sirc caa minh. Cé mot ciu noi thé'nay, ‘Mdt ngudi cd the
hoc Torah trong hai muoi ndm nhung c6 thé quén hét
chi trong hai ndm."”
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“Vay nén,” vi gido si bd sung, “mdi nam, déu dan,
chung toi déu 13p lai va hoc lai nhitng cudn sach linh
thiéng. M6i ndm chiing t6i déu on lai timg phan cua
Torah, Mishna va cac nguyén tac luat Do Thai. Nam
nao ciing vdy, hét nim nay qua nim khac, mai mai sé
nhur thé™”

“Va nhic lai cho dén khi thugc long,” Schneiderman
noi tiép, “cd nghia la tuan ty héi va tra 10i, dé dat hiéu
qua t&t nhat, phai lp di lap lai ndm 1an dén khi nguoi
hoc tir minh nhé duge tat ca. Néu nguoi nao dé chi co
thé hoc mdt minh thoi thi trong khi hoc phai ndi that to
va co ngir dieu.”

“C6 ngit diéu?” Jerome nhic lai. “Thé nghia 1a sao?
Phai hat 1én a?” Han khong tin vao tai minh.

“V& co ban 1a thé,” cau sinh vién xac nhan. “Trong
Megila c6 cau, ‘Ngudi ndo dung diéu hat dé hoc sé ghi
nh¢ t6t hon.”

“Thé cau hat trong lic hoc that a?” Jerome hdi, giong
day hoai nghi.

“Di nhién r6i. Nhiéu thi 1am... nhung, doi da... Anh
dalam 1é trudng thanh chua?”

“Tat nhién 13 6i ctut,” Jerome mau le tra 1o ludn.

. “Néu thé thi anh hoc phan Haphtarah clia minh thé
nao?” Schneiderman hoi.

“A, ding rdi, cAu néi ding ddy.” Jerome nhim mat
va nhd lai. Mot nu cueoi théoa mén no trén miéng hén khi
hin bt dau dung dua theo nhip diéu va cat giong hat.
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“Chua clia co-0-0-0-on, nguéi cu rdi co-0-0-0-on,
ngwoi bao vé co-0-0-0-on...”

Hin mé mit va v tay. “Thét khéng thé tin dirgc!”
hén thira nhén. “Téi vin con nhé phan Haphtarah cia
minh ddy. Mudi ndm r6i con git”

Vi giao si ra hiéu muén cd y kién. “Téi mudn ndi
thém la khong chi ¢ hat méi hidu qua cho tri nhd ma
chinh ban than dm nhac, nhu ching ta da ndi, cling giup
ta thodt khoi nhitng cam xtc tiéu cuc va hd tro viéc ghi
nhao.”

“Vian hoa Do Thai cling c6 kha nhiéu méi lien hé véi
am nhac,” Itamar noi.

Vi gido si gat ddu, “Puac vua David choi dan harpe,
Adam choi dan harpe va vi cdm, Asaf choi dan chiim...”

“Hoc bE‘ing giai diéu,” Jerome nhic lai, liéc nhin
quyén v cua minh. Han b3t dau ngam nga giai didu ctia
bai Nguoi g trong dém (Strangers in the Night) ctia Frank
Sinatra, thinh thoang dém thém vao mét khiic bigh tau
kiu Trung Déng. “Ganh-ning va-a-ay ng...hay hoai
viéc lam &n, néu khoéng co tai chl'nh...chéng ¢o co hdi
thanh céng...la la la...” Han gap quyén vo lai va nga
nguoi tea vao thanh ghé.

Itamar dung duwra trén ghé, ¢ vé hoi thidu thoai mai.
“Toi khong hiéu,” ciu ta lén ti€ng. “"Néu da can sir dung
tri tudng twong, tao ra nhitng hinh anh tugng trung va
nhitng méi lién két va nghi ra nhitng cdu chuyén ma van
phai 6n lai moi thiz nira... Téi thiy nhw thé' phai mat dén



300 TRITUEDOTHAI

hang ndm! Sao khéng don gian chi thuc hanh va 6n lai
nhitng gi da ghi chép khoang ba bon lan gi d6, the thdi?
Né&u diing nhitng phuong phap nay d€ nho khoang hai
muoi cubn sach gi dé thi véi tdi, qua thywc d6 la mot
nhiém vu cuc ki ning né, cd thé sé ton ca doi méat... va
ta duoc gi co chir?”

Schneiderman ditng lai, im 10i giai thich cho ndi béin
khoan cua Itamar.

“Cé e té gidi thich duogc,” téi tinh nguyén. “Tai liéu
hoc hanh cling nhwe phong canh vay. Lan dau tién nhin,
ludn ¢6 rat nhiéu thw déap vao mat: mot mai ngdi do, mot
hang rao day leo kin, nhitng cai cdy, nhimg qua déi...
D¢ 1a nhitng dau hidu thu hit ¢6i mdt va ghi vao trong
tri nhd caa ta. Khi ta doc mdt bai bao, hiay chon ra
nhitng tr ngit chti dao va lién két ching thanh mét cau
chuyén nao dé. Nghe ¢6 ve phirc tap nhung roi ta sé
phai ngac nhién khi thady minh nhé dugc dén hang tram
t nhur thé chi trong mot gitr thoi! Co thé by gio cau
khéng tin ddu vi cau chua thi bao gid! Vin dé'la hdu hét
céc sinh vién trén thé gidi nay déu lam chinh xac di€u
mi cau noi... hoc, doc va xem lai mdt chd nao dé
khoang 10 — 20 1dn, nhiing thir con lai thi phd méc cho
may riii. Ho nhé duoc gi thi nho, khéng nhé duoc thi
théi — ‘O tot 18i... ft nhat minh cling nhé dugc phin 16n.’
Nhung diéu d6 hoan toan la sai 1am. Néu cau hoc bing
cach sit dung phuong phap cua Hayim, cau c6 thé tao ra
mot tinh hudng dé khi lam bai thi cau sé khong thé quén
duoe. D6 1a boi vi cau da lam viée mét cach c6 hé thong.
Ma3i tir chi1 dao déu nhic ciu nhd dén mdt ¥ twong cu
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thé nao do ma cau cd thé gidi nghia ra dén ca trang
gidy... Cit thit xem.” T&i két thiic bai giai thich.
Itamar nhun vai. “Cang cé thé,” ciu ta thd dai.

“Bo ndo ching ta ¢ strc chita v6 han,” Schneiderman
tiép tuc. “Noé gidng nhu mét dai duong ménh mong c6
thé hap thu hang triéu, hang triéu y tuwéng va khdi niém.
Moi diéu ta nhin thdy, nghe thiy hay nghi dén trong
cudc sdng, moi y tedng. .. tit cd moi thit. Moi thit di vao
bd ndo va trd thainh mot phan vinh vién caa tri nhé. Tat
ca nhitng y tidng nay b th€ diege rit ra cung vai su tro
gitip cia mot chiéc may bom tri nhé ma modi ngay ta st
dung dén hang ngan lan. Co luc dé, co lac lai rat kho.
Diéu d6 phu thudc vao cach ma ban dau con ngudi nap
thong tin vao tri nhé: ta dé no ty tim duong vao, tirc 12
kién thirc tr tim cho minh mét ngin ngdu nhién nao dé
trong bd ndo, hay ta cho ndé vao mét ngin cu thé, mot
ngén ta khoa lai bang mot chiéc chia khéa dic biét chi
tra dugc vao 6 khoa ctta ngan dé — d6 chinh 14 méi quan
hé hay nhitng biéu tugng ma tdi néi dén. Tat ca hoan
toan phu thudc vao chinh ban thin ta théi.” Ciu ta ndi
xong nhung r6i nhanh chéng b sung ludn. “Mot ngueoi
hoan toan co6 thé ghi nhé mot khoi luong [on théng tin.
Diéu d6, thuc t&, ching c6 gi phai nghi ngd. Cé ching,
nghi ng& chi la nghi ngo ctia chinh ban than con nguroi.
Chinh sir nghi ngd cua ta lam ta nghi ring d6 13 mét
nhiém vu kho thuc hién. Vi vay, nhu anh Eran da noi. ..
hdy ¢ thit xem. Phai thuc hanh thi né méi tré thanh
ban nang duwge. Clng gidng nhu ta hoc modt tha tiéng
khéc vay théi.”
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Itamar vdn veo ngén tay va lic lic dau. “Ciu noi
ding. Su thuc 14 t6i chira bao gi0 thit, va nghe c6 vé sé
mét nhiéu cong sttc day. Nhung... ¢d 1€, tbi nén thir mot
lan xem sao.”

Jerome dét tay lén vai Itamar. “Khong, Itamar! Khong
can phai thir dau,” Jerome canh bdo. “Cau 1a gido su,
mot giang vién dai hoc. Nhiéu gizo su di trude cdu da cd
gang thay déi cach nghi réi va két qua 1a gi, cho dén tan
bay gid ho vin dang bi bong nao day.”

Itamar mim curdy.

“Day. Thitr mdt chiit nhé,” Schneiderman néi. Ciu ta
day to gidy va chifc bt vé phia Itamar. “Hay viét ra
danh sach b6n muoi thir va ddnh s8 titng thit mot,” cau
ta hurdng dan. “Khi viét, hay doc to 1én, Chéng han, 1.
cdi cay, 2. ngdi nha, 3. cudn sach, v.v...”

Itamar cam bat 1én, xoay t& gidy lai cho dang chiéu
va bit dau viet.

“OK, 1. cdi cdy, 2... khong 13y theo cdu nira... qua
bong, 3. dén, 4. chdi, 5...” Ciu ta nhin xung quanh, tim
thit d€ viét. “5. bot mi, 6. con ché.” Va ctr thé'tiép tuc cho
dén khi hét bén muoi thit. “Xe 6 t8,” ciu ta két thuc va
up to gidy xudng d€ Schneiderman khéng nhin thay ban
danh sach.

“Cau mudn tdi tin la by gi¢ cdu nhé duge hét danh
sach do6 sao?” Itamar hoai nghi hoéi lai.

“Tat nhién,” ciu sinh vién tra 10i, nhu thé d6 1a mot
sir thue hién nhién vay. “Anh cif néi ra mot con 8 va toi
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sé cho anh biét con s6 dé tuong ung véi tha gi trong
danh sach cua anh.”

Itamar ném cho ciu sinh vién mdt cai nhin khé hiu
va tr hoi khong biét anh chang c6 dinh ‘choi’ ciu ta
khong. “Muoi bay.” Cau ta nhin trang gidy roi nhin cdu
sinh vién.

“May anh,” cau sinh vién néi khéng chép mat.

Itamar kiém tra lai trang gidy mot [an nira. “Oa! Ding
rdi. S& muoi bdy la may anh. Duoc roi, vay ba muoi tu
thi sao?”

“Dhra chudt,” Schneiderman noi luén.

“That khong thé tin duoc!” Itamar ngac nhién ciec dé.
“Bah?”

“Chai.”

“Josik a, cau té lam ddy,” Jerome nhan xét.

“Moi ngueoi mudn t6i doc lai ca danh sach nhw thé
nao? Tir trén xubng hay tir dudi 1én?”

“Ttr dwdi 1én di,” Jerome mau miéng tra loi. Han dich
ghé'lai sat Itamar dé& nhin Schneiderman cho ré hon.

Schneiderman doc lai toan bd ban danh sach tir 6 bén
muoi déh s6 mdt, rat nhanh va khong mac mot 161 nao.

“That &n tuwong,” Jerome khen.

“Khéng, chang c6 gi 4n tugng dau,” Schneiderman
dap. “D6 chi 1a mét phuwong phap ghi nhd ma toi da hoc
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tlr thdy Akiva va thdy Aryeh & Modena théi,” ciu giai
thich. “At ciing lam duge ma.”

“Thém chi ca tdi sao?” Jerome 1én gipong nghi ngo.

“Ca anh niva.” Cau mim cwoi. “Lan sau, ti sé rat vui
mtung day anh cach ghi nhé theo phuong phdp d6.” Cau
dudi chan va nhin dong hé.

Chung t6i goi thém mot tudn ca phé nita. Khi nhirng
chiée bong dén mau cam trong san dwoc bat 1én, ching
toi nhdn ra rang troi da bat dau tdi va chiing t6i da ngdi
ddy dén gan ba tiéng réi.

Itamar thanh toan, vi gido s1 vao nha vé sinh mdt lat,
con Schneiderman ditng ddy d€ méc chiéc d0 khodc den,
dai cia minh. Ngay khi Jerome 1iéc xudng nhin ddng hd,
t0i thoang thdy Lisa ding & clra quan. C6 iy vay tay va
di vé phia ching tdi. Schneiderman nhin ¢6 dy nhung
chi mét gidy sau, 1ap tirc quay mit di ngay nhu thé
khong mudn bi nguodi khac thdy minh nhin ¢6 gai qud
lau, ban nang tir nhién ciia mot ngudi mo dao. Tuy véy,
that ngac nhién ]a hinh nhw cdu &y biét Lisa.

“Lisa Goldman a?” cdu ta héi, nita mudn khang dinh.

Jerome, dang & tir thé sdn sang dén c6 géi, quay lai
ngay va nhin Schneiderman cham cham.

“Hai ngudi biét nhau a?” hin kéu lén.

O ngoai 1€, tdi chitng kién toan bd cdu chuyén, trong
bung nghi tham, vu nay that hay... Cau chuyén nho nhé
cua ching t6i da bién thanh mot vo kich wdt at roi day.



Lam thé ndao dé nho
duoc nhung viéc can
lam, cac loai danh
sach va cdc cau
chuyén cuoi

6a ra Lisa va Joseph Hayim chrfmg
phai hai anh em lac nhau tir 1du nhu
toi tuong twong. Tham chi, hai nguroi

bon ho con chéng co0 ho hang gi vdi nhau.
Schneiderman c6 thoi hoc cung voi anh trai ¢tia Lisa 1a
Mordechat, tai truong dao & Har Nof. Hbi con &
Jerusalem va chua chuyén dén Efrat, c6 mot dip cudi
tuan, Schneiderman dd & choi nha hai anh em ho. Vi
th&, Lisa nhan ra ciu ta ngay.
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Chiing t6i k€ cho Lisa nghe vé tri nhé phi thuong cua
Joseph Hayim, Itamar con cho cd xem to gidy ghi bon
muoi thiy ma Schneiderman nh¢ duwoc hét. “Chi can ndi
bat cir s8 thit ke nao, ciu &y sé ndi chinh xac s&'do la gi.”
Itamar chi vao trang gidy.

“To6i cling biét thu thuat nay,” cd gai noi, “nhung
theo t6i nhé thi Joseph Hayim la ngudi ghi nhé nhanh
hon ca.”

“CH biét 1am cach nao sao?” Jerome hdi, ¢6 vé kha
ngac nhién.

Lisa nhiin vai. “Cd chwt. Ai cling lam duoc hét. Toi
van thudmg dung phuong phép nay dé ghi nhé nhitng
thit bat chot xuat hién trong ddu. Anh biét réi ddy... ¢
phai Itc nao ciing san bt véi gidy dé ghi lai dau.”

“Co dung phuong phap gi?” Schneiderman xen vao.
“Hé thong bang chir ¢ai hay hé théng s& hoc?”

“Bang chit cai dung dé hon nhiéu,” ¢6 tra 1oi.

Hai nguoi ¢t nhw hai nha do thuat trao d6i chuyén
mon voi nhau vay.

“C6 18 hai nguoi nén chi cho chiing t6i xem phuong
phap nay hoat dong nhu thé nao,” Itamar goi y, rd rang
‘dang curc ky tO mo.

Schneiderman liéc nhin déng hé. Cau ¢6 vé hoi lo
lng. “Téi rat mudn thé nhung thuyc sy dén lic toi phai
di r6i. Moi ngurdi dang doi t6i & 1op,” cdu xin 161
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“Vay ching t6i s& di clng véi cAu. Trén duong di
chang ta c6 th€ tro chuyén,” Jerome dé nghi, dat dién
cho ¢a nhom, vira noéi vira nhin xung quanh xem moi
ngudi c6 nhat tri nhu viy khéng.

“5ao lai khong nhi?” Itamar tan thanh. “Ngdi {au thé

nay roi, dirng 1én thé duc mét ti ciing ¢6 chét ai dau.”

Ching t6i thu xép d6 va roi khoi quin. Nhiing tia
ning cudi ngay dang sip mo dan, nhudng ché cho béng
tdi. Thay Dahari xin 18i va cdo tir. Ching tdi thong tha di
ti€p trong khi Schneiderman giang giai ngén gon vé
phurong phap cdu ding dé ghi nhé.

Phuong phép “Hinh-s8”

“Rét khé dé tudng tirong ra cac con s6,” cau bt dau.

“V& co ban, t6i diing hinh anh d¢ thay thé cho cac con sd.

Noi cich khic, mdi con sb sé duge biéu trung bf—ing mot
hinh anh nao d6 khién téi lién tuéng déh con s& d4.”
Cau ngimg lai d€ sip xép nhitng suy nghi trong dau
minh. “Lan déu tién t5i doc v& phuong phap nay la
trong cudn Lev Aryeh (Trdi tim sw ti) clia thiy Aryeh.
Trong qua trinh van dung, t6i da ti sdng tao ra nhiing
bién thé cta riéng minh. Nhu thé nay nhé...”

“Thay vi vit va tuong tuong ra s8' 1, thay Aryeh dira ta
goi y la ta nén tirdng trong dén mét cai gido hay mdt cai

xién boi vi v mat hinh dang, nhimg ther d6 tréng gidng s6

L. Moi nguti hiéu y 161 chir? Diing 13 gidhg s6 1 khong?”

307
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Tat ca chiing toi cung gat dau.

“Thay vi s§ 2, Thay Aryeh khuyén ta nén tuong
tugng dén chife 1iém vi trong né gidng s& 2.7 Céu lay
ngén tré vé hinh s6 2 1én khong khi.

“Déi voi toi, hinh dung ra céi liém thi hoi khé, nén t6i
thay bing mdt cat khac giGp toi nhé & 2 dé hon. Moi nguoi
¢d biét khi néi dén sd 2, toi nghi ngay dén cai gi khong?”
Cau ta nhin chung t6i. “Thuc s t6i hinh dung ra con
thuyén ctia Noah2 boi vi 61 nghi dén nhimg cép dgng vat
trén thuyén.” Cau lai im léng 1an nia va quan sat chiing toi
d& ¢am bao ring nhimg diéu ciu néi da du 16 rang.

“Thé& con sd 3 thi sao?” tdi hoi.

“Mbt cai dia,” ciu tra loi. “Ba cai nganh chia ra ctia s
3 chang phai trong rat gidng rang cia cai dia sao?”

Jerome nheo mit ¢8 tudng tuong ra mdi lién hé gitta
nhiimg thi do.

“Anh clt tudng tugng cai tay cim r6i ¢ phia dudi ¢o
modt con s8 véi nhing canh s& vudng goc voi nhau.” Cau
1ay tay vé mét thir giong nhw chiéc dia trong khong khi.

“QK, tdi hinh dung ra r6i,” Jerome noi.

“§4 4 1a mot cai cwa,” cau sinh vién tiép tuc. “Thir
twong tuong anh ndm c&i chan cia s8 4 va bat ddu day
di kéo lai. Anh ¢6 hinh dung ra khong?”

32 Theo Kinh thanh, con thuyén duge Noah dong theo ménh lénh cua
Chia dé ctru séng nhan loai. Trén con thuyén ¢d gia dinh cia Noah va
cac cip ddng vit dai dién cua mobi loai,
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“Vay, ndi cch khac, ciu tudng teong ra mot vit the cd
mdi lién hé véi mot con s6,” Ttamar tdm tit. “S6 5 1a g1?”,
Itamar hoi, 16t tra 10i luén. “Co thé 12 mét ban tay chang?”

Schneiderman budce 18n phia trude Itamar v quay
mat lai, cudi rat tweoi.

“Xuét sic,” cau khen. “Tdi ciing dung hinh anh dé.
Long ban tay véi ndm ngén tay.”

“Con s8 6?” tdi thic méc thanh tiéng, t4i clng dang
& géng tu tuong tuong ra hinh anh cta riéng minh.

“58 6 1a mot cai ludi ciu. Anh biét day, cdi loai to to
ma dau gap vao hinh cung tron 4y.”

“OK, nhung lam thé& nao ciu nhé duoc ca danh
sach?” ltamar hoi, ¢8 ging nim bit diém mau chét caa
van dé.

Schneiderman git dau. “Nhu th& nay. Dau tién, diém
nhanh [ai mét lerot dd nhé. S6 1 1a gi?”

T6i bi€t cau tra 10i ngay nhung Lisa nhanh hon t6i
mot bude. “Céi gido.”

“Pang 16l Cdi gido twong trung cho s6 1.”
Schneiderman xac nhén. “56'2 la gi?”

“Con thuyén cia Noah,” Jerome tra 1oi.

113?}}'

“Cai dia,” t6i xen vao.

(f4?ff

“Cai cura,” Jerome va Itamar déng thanh tra 16i.
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115?13

“Ban tay,” Jerome gio tay lén va ndi.

“Vi 58 6 1a mot cai Iudi cau,” ciu sinh vién ndj, t cho
phép minh tra loi cau nay.

“Bay gio, tit cd nhiing gi ta can lam la tudng tuong ra
mo6i lién hé gitta con s& va dé vat. Moi nguedi ¢6 nhé khi
Ttamar viét ra danh sach d¢ thi toi da yéu cau anh ay doc
to 1én con s6 va dd vat twong tmg voi no khdng? Toi lam
thé& 1a boi vi khi anh 3y ndi s6 1, t6i twong teong ra mot
chiéc gido. Rai tdi doi anh &y ndi ra tén cla dé vat,
Ttamar da noi, ‘Cay.” Ngay 1ap tic t6i hinh dung ra canh
minh phi mét chiéc gido va né cdm chdc vao than cay.
Roi Itamar néi 2, t8i tudng tuong ra con thuyén caa
Noah. Ngay sau tr s8 ‘2, anh &y ndi ‘qua bong.’ Toi
nghi ngay dén canh nhimg con vét trén thuyén tung
chuyén bong cho nhau.”

“S3 4 14 gi?” Schneiderman hoi, ¢6 tinh b qua mot sd.

“Um... cai cua,” Jerome nh¢ lai.

Vi trong danh sach ctia toi thi s& 4 la cdi chdi. Lam
sao ciu lién tudng gitra cai cura va mot cai choi duge?”

“Dé I3m,” Jerome mim cudi. “TG cua can chdi lam dai,
thé'1a td cd mdt cai choi mini.”

“Chinh Xdc,” Schneiderman xac nhén, ¢ vé rat hai

- long. D6 vat thir ndm trong danh sach la bot mi. Anh ¢6

y tuong nao khong?”

“Dé t6i nghi da nhe.” Jerome mudn ty minh vugt qua
thit thich nay. “OK, sd 5 14 mét ban tay. Tay va boét. Toi
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nghi dén canh minh suc tay vao mét bat bot. Thé'1a ban
tay trang tinh toan bot.” Hin cudi tw hao. “Doi da. Cai
nay con hay hon, toi tuong tuong minh cho ca ban tay
con dang wét dam md hdi vao bat bdt. Nhu thé, bot s&
con dinh chic hon nita.”

“Tuyét voi,” Schneiderman thét 1én, than phuc trirde
kha néng dp dung nhanh chéng ctia Jerome,

"Vay ti€p nhé,” Jerome hao hirng. “S6'7 1a gi?”
“7 la mot tudn,” Itamar doan.

“Dlng, nhung tuén thi tuong trong khé Em. Vay nén,
ta s€ hinh dung ra ban ké’hoach {am viéc hang tuan.”

“8 la gi nhi?” Jerome bin khoin.

“Anh nghi dén cai gi?” cau sinh vién hoi, ¢ huodng
Jerome dén ciu tra 16i diing.

“S0' 8 khién tdi nghi dén... irm... tdm d6-la ma Eran
no téi.” Han vb vao vai tbi. Réi trong khi nhin sang t6i
va cudi ngo ngan, bong nhién mét hinh anh hién 1én
trong dau han.

“50 8 la cai kinh!” han reo 1én va chi vao mat toi.
119?:‘!
“9 thang dé sinh ra mot em bé,” t6i néi.

“Chinh xdc,” hin thin phuc. “S5 9 s& 1a mot phu ni
mang, bau.”

/!10?!!

“Muot diéu ran”

in
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Moi nguoi bdng nhién im ling. Chi c6 tiéng buoc
chan ching t6i vong 1én trén nén gach.

“Cd cting ndi dén mot phuong phap khac, Lisa”
Jerome nhd lai.

“Duing vay.” Lisa tra 1oi. “Phuong phdp ua thich
cua tor”

P]:m(mg P]nép chit cii

“V& co ban, nd cling twong tw nhu the' théi nhung thay
vi tao ra nhimg hinh anh tir cac con s6 thi ta sé chuyén
nhitng con s& thanh cdc chit cai tiéng Do Thai. 1 la aleph
(A) R, 2 1a beth (B) -1 3 1a gimmel (C) 2 va cit tiép theo nhu
thé. Cau hoi dit ra & day la lam thé nao d€ tudng tuong
ra cac chi cai? D3 co rat nhifu nguoi viét vé diéu nay
trong d6 c6 thdy Akiva va thay Yehuda Leib Hacohen
Rappaport ¢ thé' ky XVIIL Ho thay ring nhimng chit cai
trong bang chir cai tiéng Do Théi la nhimg bic tranh
phan &nh cudc song cla td tién chung ta.

“Chit aleph tréng gidng con trdu co stmg ,X” Lisa gid
thich. “Mét con trau chd trén lung né nhitng thi rat
ning. Trong tiéng A Rap, ‘alpha’ cd nghia la mét chiéc
thuyén chd nhitng hang hda rdt ning. Vi vay, chir céi
dau tién, vdi toi, aleph, dugc tugong trung bing hinh anh
mot con thuyen.

“Beth cang dé thdi,” cd ndi tiép. “Beth thuce ra co
nghia la ‘ngéi nha.” Chir cai gimmel trong gidng mot
con lac da vdi cai budu nhé én a. Daleth, chit cai thu tu,
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la mot canh cra boi vi khi viét ra, trong nd giéng mot T,
va bdi vi trong tiéng Do Thai o, hinh dang chit cai nay
trong nhu mot chiéc léu dang mo rong cira. Chir cai tiep
theo, hay n, t6i 1ay tir y twong cua thdy Aryeh, thay da
chi ra moi lién hé gitra chir cdi va mét ngudi phu nit ¢6
bau... Mgt hay trong nhw chiv raish thém mdt nét gach.
Vay nén hay 1a mang bau. Tén clia chit cdi tiép, vav, nhu
Joseph Hayim da noi, ¢6 nghi la cai ludi cdu; vay nén
hinh anh di li€n véi n6 c6 thé la mét cai can cau hay bat
cir thir gi dung d& ‘cau.” Zion 1, chix cai th bay, 1la mét
thtt vit khi, nhur mot chiée blia chang han béi vi trong né
gidng cai baa that. Het, n — ghé ngdi. Tet v — gié dung
hoa qua. Yud — mét thtr gt d6 nho bé.

"D¢ 1a cach cta tdi... Téi chua bao gio can dén muoi
ngan khac nhau trong cip ho so bd nio dé heu trlr cac
loai théng tin.”

“Liru trir thong tin 4?” Itamar 6 hiéu. “No... cai gi...
no hoat dong thé nao?”

Lisa dong ctc do khodac va khoanh tay trudc nguec.

“Chang han, sang nay t6i nh¢ 1a cin phai vao hidu
sach trong trudmg d& mua vai thit. Nhitng thir t5i cdn
mua la bat danh ddu mau xanh va vang, mét cai cip tai
liéu va but xoéa. T6i da nghi dén nhimg thir 36 khi ngoi
trén xe bus. Tol mé 'cdp ho so bd ndo’ ra,” ¢b chi vao dau,
- “réi cho danh séach céc thit ¢cdn mua vao nhitmg ‘ngan’
thich hop; ngdn 1, 2 va 3. Cling nhu Joseph Hayim lam,
toi ‘md” ngan dau ra, aleph, c6 biéu tuong la mdt con
thuyén. Moi nguoi hiéu y t6i chir?” C6 diing lai dé chac
chan la tat ca déu dang theo dong suy nghi ctia minh.
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“Roi t01 tim moi lién hé gitra but danh dau va con
thuyén. Téi twong tuong la minh dang t6 mau cho mét
con thuyén, mét con thuyén khing 16 mau trfmg diroc to
mau b311g nhitng chiéc but ti hon. Moi nguoi thira biét
s¢ mat bao nhiéu lau mai xong, ding khéng?”

“Dung la dc mdng,” Jerome ndi, tit ca chung tdi déu
cd chung suy nghi nhu vay. “Cé 1an, héi con trong quan
doi, toi da gay mot réc r8i nho nho, tay thuong si d3 bit
tol son ca cai hang rao ma chi diing ban chai dénh ring.
Thét hii hiing. C6 ma lam thé'thi chic chin 1a kiét stc,”
Jerome cudi khuing khuc.

“T6i chi t0 mau vom thuyén thoi. Cang khéng dén
ndi t8 1lam.” C6 cwdi lai v6i Jerome.

“Sau d6, toi md ngan befh ra, ngan nay o biéu tuong
1a mot ngdi nha va t6i phai lién hé no voi mét cai cip
dung tai ligu. Toi tuwong tuong ra nha minh, véi hang
ngan chiéc cip gidy, vung vai khap noi, khip cc phong.
Dén ndi khong con chd ma budce nita. Ngn thit ba,
gimmel, 1a mot con lac da. Mén thit ba tdi can mua la but
x0a. Moi nguoi ¢ nghi ra moi lién hé ndo gitta mot con
lac da v6i mét cai but xoa khong?” C6 dimg lai d& xem
tri twong trong dua ching téi dén dau.

Jerome nhin ¢d vdi vé mat kinh hai. “Khong thé tin
duoc!” Han dap tay lén nguc. “Co... lam vay voi mot
con lac da sao?”

Lisa mim cudi va gat dau. “To1 lam thé'that day.”

“C6 tay trang ca mét con lac da sao?” Itamar nhay
vao cudc-khiu chién.
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“Anh dién a?” c6 gai kéu lén. “Chi méng chan no
théi,” ¢d ndi thém bfing giong da diu di mot chut.

“Hay that day,” Ttamar 1dm bam v6i chinh minh.

“Pring la phu nit,” toi tréu. “Chang ga dan 6ng nao lai
nghi dén viéc bién nuwdc ty trang thanh son méng ca.”

“Cau ay noi ciing diing, ¢d biét day,” Jerome ddng
y. “Chinh tdi cling da ting tudng tuong tay trang
dudi lac da.”

“Con t6i trdng tuong ra hinh anh mot con lac da véi
cai birdu chira ddy nuoc tiy trang. No di lang thang
khe”ip sa mac, giai ciru nhitng nha vin lap di dang chét di
dudi nhitng cdy co, tay cdm nhiing trang gidy day 15
chinh ta...” Toi miéu ta hinh anh twong tiegng caa minh.

“D6 la sy ky diéu cta phuong phap nay,”
Schneiderman ngat 1oi. “Ai ciing ty sing tao ra nhiing
mdi lién hé caa riéng minh.”

[tamar dua tay 1€n 6m dau. “T6i thuce su ngudng mo
hai nguoi day,” ciu ta gidn dir vdi chinh minh. “Tri
twong teong that phi thuong!”

“Sao thé? Anh thir xem di,” Lisa khuyén khich Itamar,
10 rang cd gai cam nhan dugc cam xic caa Itamar. “Th
xem, d€ biét nd hoat dong ra sao.” Cé dimg lai. Ching
toi cting lam theo.

“Dugc réi. Anh budc vao mét cira hang d6 dung hoc
tap, dung do mot lue va nghi, ‘OK, hém nay minh dinh
mua cai quai gi &y nhi?’ R3i anh mé tdp ho so cia minh
ra,” ¢6 lai chi vao ddu, “cling gidng nhw mo vo, md nhét
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ky hay gidy nh¢ ma anh da tw ghi ra théi. Anh mé mot
ngan trong ddu ra. Ngan dau tién, aleph, c6 biéu tuong 13
mot...?”

“Aleph... mot con thuyén,” Ttamar tra loi.
“Chiing ta lién hé con thuyén vdi hinh dnh nao?”

“A, irm, cai gi nhi?” Itamar ¢ vé hoi cing thing mét
chit, nhung r6i cau ta nhd ra ngay, “Ta td mau cho con
thuyén bang nhirng chiéc but danh diu.” Ciu ta lam
ddng tac nhu thé dang dung chiéc bt t6 mau.

“Rat t6t!” Lisa ndi, cho Itamar mét tia hy vong.

“Thé la anh & dén chd d& but nhd, va bdi tim tha
minh can. Tién thé, anh im mau gi nhi?”

“Hinh nhir ¢6 néi la mau vang véi xanh thi phai.”

“DUNG! <6 gdi tra 1od, ¢6 vé rdt vui. “OK, ta cin
mua gi nira nhi?” C6 dé€ cho Itamar phai nh¢ danh sach
cac thit can mua.

Céu ta im lang, c& nhd ra. Chi méat vai giady. “Um...
beth la... ngdi nha. OK, cho t6i mot gidy théi. Trong nha
co g1 nhi?”

Khong ai néi mét 1oi nao.

“Nhitng chiéc cap dung tai liéu,” cdu ta git dau.

~ “Nhiing chifc cip gidy vung vai khap nha.”

“Tiép theo 1a gi?” t6i hoi.

*(, cai nay d& m, diing khéng?” Jerome tho thé.

Hai chiing t6i nhin [tamar.
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“Cau noi dang,” cau ta cuoi toe toét. Nhung trude khi
Itamar kip néi thém 101 nao, Jerome da thui vao suon cdu ta.

“Gimmel 12 con lac da. Chiing ta lau tai né bing hai
chiéc but chi, phai khéng nao?”

Itamar sitng s& mét lat nhung réi nhd lai 1& minh
dang ndi chuyen vdi ai. “Cu nay dugc day, nhung to tin
la td thdy mét con Ira ¢6 nhitng chiéc méng chén t6 day
nude tay trang. Té khong quén nhanh thé dau.”

[tamar me tai, 1ay ra mdt cudn s6 va gap né lam dai.

“Néu moi nguoi khdng phién, téi mudn ghi vai diéu
vé nhitng thit chang ta n6i hom nay,” ciu ta ndi.

Phuong phap hinh anh

el

cai giao

con thuyén cla Noah
cai dia

cai cua

ban tay

Judi cau

R S A T R A

ban k& hoach hang
tuan

8. cap kinh
9. phu nit mang bau

10. mudi diéu ran

Phuong phap chir céi
aleph — con thuyén
beth — ngbi nha

gimmel - con lac da
daleth — canh clta

hay - phu nit mang bau
vav — udi cau

Zion — v khi, nhu céi blda

het — c&i ghé
tet - céi gid

yud - mdt thit nho bé
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“Vay anh c¢6 nhd anh ném cai gido vao dau khong?”
O gai hoi.

“Cai cay.”

“Con s6 2 thi sao? Con thuyén cta Noah 1a gi? Bon
dong vat trén d6 lam gi?”

[tamar khong nhé chang lam gi.

“Qua bong,” Schneiderman goi y.

“Anh nén biét 13, Lisa giai thich, “néu anh khong
nho duge mot thir gi do, nhu qua bong chi’mg han, thi co
nghia la méi lién hé ma anh tao ra gitra hai thit do chua
di manh. Ré rang la hinh anh nhitng con vat choi dua
qua béng, voi anh, hodc la chua di 13 rang hodc chua du
dn twong. Chi thé théi! Khong c6 ly do gi dé cb thé két
luan la phuong phap nay khdng hiéu qua hay tri nh¢
" b gai cd ging dong vién Itamar.
“Co6 nghia 1a anh can phai tao ra méi lién két manh mé

ctia anh co van dé,”

hon. Ching han, ¢d tuémg tuong ra mot déi huirou cao b
va mét doi ha ma choi bong chuyén vdi nhau. Mot chiée
ludi rat cao duoc cang lén, chia ddi chiéc thuyén. Moi
doi ditng mot bén san. Cac con vat khac ngdi & ngoai
san. Tuong tugng qua bong mau do tuwoi. Do 1a mét
hinh anh rat manh, ding khéng?”

“Thé néu qua bdng roi ra ngoai man thuyén thi sao?”
t0i thac mac.

“NG mau dé nén sé dé tim thdi,” c6 gai tra 15i
thich thu.
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“Nhung ¢6 biét day, choi nhu thé khéng cong bang.
“Bon ha mi lam sao ma cé co hdi choi ngang véi bon
huou cao nghéu do duge.”

Schneiderman dé nghi chiing t6i di tiép. Chung toi lai
bude di véi tde dd nhur trirde khi ding lai.

“Anh biét khong, bing cich st dung phuong phap
nay, téi nhé duoc hét nhimg chuyén curdi anh da ké
day,” cau sinh vién néi vdi Jerome.

Bb suu tip (‘_Luyén cudi cia Schneiderman

“Dé& nhd duoc nhitng cdu chuyén cudi, ta can phai
xac dinh duwge chu dé chinh hodc diém mau chét cua
ching. Anh 6 rhé cau chuyén vé anh chang vao quén
dn, goi mot vai bia roi di vao nha vé sinh khéng? Khi
anh ta quay lai thi c6c bia di khéng con giot ndo ma bén
canh ¢6 mdt t& gidy nhin lai, ‘Cam on - nguoi nhanh
nhat the' gi6i’ &y.”

“Nghe c6 vé quen quen, nhung t6i nh¢ hinh nhu la
quan ca phé chir khdng phai quan an dau.”

“Sao cling durgc,” cdu sinh vién khong quan tdm dén
chi tiét nho nhat d6. “Du sao, toi da 18y tir bia va cho né
vao ‘ngan’ thir nhét, c6 bidu tuong 1a mot cdi gido. Toi
twong tuong ra mot anh linh say ruou o8 phéng chiéc
gido vé phia ké thi, trong khi tay kia van cam chai bia,
ca ngudi anh ta lic lu tr bén no sang bén kia.”
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Jerome cudi 1on, rd rang rat thich y tuong cha cau
sinh vién.

“Moét chuyén nita anh ké la vé doan nguoi dién di
choi va nhitng chiéc ndp chai... Nhg khéng, nguoi phu
trach doan tra tién cho chu quan bang ca mét chiéc nip
thling rdc to dung ay?” Ciu bat cudi khi nhd lai chi tiét
d6. “Cau chuyén do6 rat budn cudi... Va tir chu dao,
diém mau chét cua cdu chuyén d6, 1a cai nip thing rac.
Tbi lién hé nd véi ‘'ngan’ thit 2 — chiée thuyén ctia Noah.
Tbi tudng tugng ra dng trudng doan dap hai cai ndp
thung rdc vao nhau, nhu kiéu hai cai chiim choe ay, phat
ra nhiing tiéng inh tai va nhing con vt trén thuyén
nhay nhét phu hoa theo am thanh d6. Toi nho duoc cau
chuyén la nho thé.”

Cau ta dimg lai & goc phd.

“Théi, cam on moi ngudi vi mot ngay that thoai mai.”
Cau hoi khé cii ddu, ¥ bao ching t6i khong can dua cdu
dén han truong nira.

Chung t6i nhan ra rang sé rat khé xit cho cau néu c6
ngudi nhin thdy cdu di cing véi mét nhom ngudi trong
d6 6 ca moét ¢d gai hién dai nhu Lisa nén chiing t6i ton
trong mong mudn ctia ciu.

“Ching t6i méi phai cam on cau chit,” Jerome dap va
vo vai Schneiderman, thé hién mdt tinh ban chan thanh.

Cau sinh vién chia tay chung toi, bat tay Jerome,
[tamar va toi nhung dén Lisa, cau lai dat tay vao tai va
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nhin vé phia trudge. “Rat vui duoc gdp lai 6, Lisa. Cho
to giri 101 hoi thdm dén Mordechai nhé,” ciu néi va
mim cudi hoi ngurong.

“Prroc r6i. Di can than nhé,” ¢b gai tra 161 va ciing
nhin chdm chdm vao cho mé khi ndy Schneiderman nhin.

Chung tdi quay lai Café Ladino. O d6, chung t&i tam
biét nhau va moi ngudi di mét hudng. Trén duong ra
bai d6 xe canh dudng Belazel, toi liéc nhin qua vai.
Jerome va Lisa dang ngdi trén ghé ndi chuyén. Ro rang
cd mét didu gi dé that ddc biét dang hé no o do.

“C6 gai nhap cu va tén lap di mau mé 6 vé hop nhau
day,” t6i nghi.

T61 do, t6i ngdi &n td1 voi vo toi, Yael, ¢d 3y ké cho toi
nghe nhimg viée dién ra trong ngay. “Anh di xem cai
thu em g héom qua chwa?” béng nhién, vg tO1 hoi
“Trong do c6 méy chuyén cwdi hay 1dm.”

“Hai ngay nay anh da kiém tra hop thu dau,” t6i thu
nhin va ¢ nthd xem gan day t6i c6 doc duoc chuyén nao
hay hay khong. T6i cha nghi ra cai gi trit nhitng chuyén
cd ay da nghe ca chuc 1an roi. Tuy vdy, Yael, mét ngudi
phu nir tuyét voi, ludn cudi nhir thé 1an dau duoc nghe
nhirng cau chuyén cudi clia thi vay.

Ty nhién t6i lai nghi dén phuong phép cua
Schneiderman.

“Cho mét phiit nhé... D& anh sip x8p lai cho ¢6 hé
théng da,” tdi gin nhur 1a nodi voi chinh minh.
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“1 - céi gido — anh linh say rirgu - bia - quan rirgu -
ngudi chay nhanh nhat...’
Toi dung lai cau chuyén cuoi va ké cho Yael nghe.

“2 — Noah - truong doan - hai cai nép thiing rac dap
vao nhau — nap chai... nhitng ngudi dién trong quan café.”

Yael thue sy thich cau chuyén nay.

Phuong phap clia Schneiderman c6 hiéu qua that.



Phuong phadp
hoc ngoai ngu
va cac thuat ngo

¥ abio 1dy mét chiéc khin bong tring dé lau
ly regu. Lau xong, anh ta dat ap chiée ly

xuéng chiéc gid gb treo bén trén quiy bar.
“Co chuyén gi th&?” t6i hdi trong Iic cdi 4o khodc.

Bén kia khoang san, t6i thay Jerome dang tira vao
mdt chiéc ban tron, khoa tay rat hing trong khong khi.
Ngdi ciing hén 14 anh ban hog, Itzik Ben-David. Jerome
dung cao hon anh ta khoang hon 30 phin nhung Itzik
vGi bo vai 1dng, khong thé goi 12 nhé bé duoc. Thue ra
ma noi, véi cai kiéu vay tay clia Jerome thi ngudi ta sé
nghi rang hin dang kéu goi ngudi t6i tro givp moi dung,.

“Bon ho dang hoc diy a?” tdi hoi.
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“Dung ra phai thé,” Fabio giai thich kém mdt nu cuol.
“Truede lac anh dén, ho con choi vét tay day.”

“Vit tay ha?”

“Phai. Luc tdi mang cho ho tra mat ong... Co phai
chinh anh bao mat ong gitip ngudi ta hoc tét khéng
nhi?” Anh ta thao tap dé va treo lén mac.

“Cau sinh vién truong dao ndi thé,” toi giat thich, “va
Itamar cing cho la vay.”

“Um.” Anh ta cho cai loc mdi, sach vao may pha
espresso. “Du sao, t6i thay Jerome lon tiéng noi chuyen
gl d6 vE€ ngan sach tién té cua Israel.”

“Anh néi nghiém tic day chu? Hian ma lai noi vé
ngéan sich tién té cta Israel trong lac vit tay sao?”

“Anh ta khong ndi ma 1a gao thét trong dau don co,”
Fabio giai thich. “Itzik tGm 13y canh tay Jerome va hoi
cdi gi d6 nghe nhu 1a... dong tién... chi phi gi do... con
Jerome thi gao lai v& viéc bao h) va cac bo trong chinh
ph. Tt nhat, d6 1a nhimg thit toi nghe duoc. Anh tur dén
ma xem di,” Anh ta dit tach ca phé 1én khay va héi ha di
ra san.

Anh ta mang ca phé cho mdt ngudi khach va tién lai
gan hai ké dang trong con cudng hoc.

Khi nhin thay t0i, ca hai tam dimg cudc thao luén dé
bit tay t&i. Ca hai déu no nhiing nu cudi thit &m ép,
than thién.

“Gap ciu vui qui. Bon td ciing vira dinh nghi giai
lao,” Jerome noi va dudi tay.
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“Thé nao rdi?” toi hoi.
“Toi thi t0t thél,” Itzik tra 101 nhe nhang. “Chung t6i
dtng hon hai tiéng rudi réi.

Itzik khong noi dba. Hai ngudi bon ho da ding &
chiéc ban ma khdng ¢6 cdi ghé'nao hét.

“Sao khong ngdi xudng ma hoc?” téi thac mic.

Mat Jerome méo xéch. “Té thdy ngac nhién d&y,” hin
bat dau. “Cau khong nhé mot thang trzée chiing ta da néi
gl a? Victor Hugo nay... Mozart nay... Phai ding lén!”

“Ding la c6 hiéu qua thit” ltzik khing dinh.
“Phurong phdp nay giap t6i khong bi budn ngi khi néi
vé van dé lién quan dén thué'ma.”

“T6i lai ctt nghi vl sg nén cau mdi tinh day chi”
Jerome dua va quay sang tdi. “T¢ dang ¢ thuc hién
nhitng diéu hoc dugc tir thdy Dahari va Schneiderman.
Nhin nay,” hin bat dau ching minh cho ti.

Han cho t6i xem nhimg cudn vo ghi chép, dugce bd tri
gon gang thanh cac cdt trén gidy trang.

“To da nhin cdi nay phai dén c& chuc 1an rdi,” tdi tréu.
“Ttr cdi hom dau tién ¢ nha thay Dahari dén gio, gip ai
cau ch:fmg cho xem v& ghi. Té nghi ¢d thé dit ra mot hoi
chitng r6i loan méi — Hoi chitng Jerome. Ngudi bénh
ludn bi dm anh bdi nhitng trang ghi chép tréng nhu
nhiing trang sach Gemorrah,” toi diia.

Jerome cuoi diy tu hao vi la nguoi sang tao ra mot
hoi chitng rdi loan méi.
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“Cau da thay ngudn cam hing ctia td chua?” Hin chi
hai birc tranh dét trén ban. “Cai nay la cua to.” Han chi
vao tdm anh Richard Branson®. “Con cai nay cua Itzik.”
Hin chi vao birc anh thi hai, cia Dudu Fischer — mét
nghé si dan baritone nguoi Do Thai.

Hodc 1a mét t6i cd vain &8 hodc la Ttzik ¢6 van dé.
“Dudu Fischer [a ngudn cam hirng cua cau sao?”

“Téi cam thay thuc su thoai mai khi thudng thic
nhitng ban nhac thuén khiét clia 6ng ay,” cdu ta tra 10i.
“Chting khién tam hdn t4i bay bong.”

“At 1a nguoi té hon?” 61 hoi Jerome sau khi da vuot
qua con s6¢ ban dau. “Julio Iglesias hay Dudu Fischer?”

Jerome, tit ndy dén gio van giir nét mat binh than, gio
tay 1én dau hang. “Thdi nao. Khong nén di qué sau vao
van dé so thich ctia mdi nguoi.” Hin mim cudi. “Tat ca
nhiing gi t& cin la tdm anh ctia Itzik ludén dap vao mat
cau ta, t& sé khéng v6 tinh nhin vao do va b(:mg nhién
mat tinh thin. Té chi mudén nhin vao nu cudi chién
thing ctia ngai Richard thoi,” han giai thich ngin gon.

“Tot thdi,” tdi ndi va vo vai han. “Vay 1a cic ciu diing
hoc, tém tit cho nhau nghe, nhw 16 thdy Dahari da goi y.
Céc cau cd nhitng ngudn cam hitng cho minh. Cac cau
con can gi nira?”

“Dimng c6 quén tra mat ong day!” Fabio ngét 19i.

“Di nhién réi,” Jerome khang dinh. “Bon t& lap ra ca

% Ti phi nguoi Anh, éng chi caa tip doadn Virgin,
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mot nghi thire d€ thuc hién day. Trude khi bit dau lam
Hevrutah cua nhau, bon t6 van goi thé, mdi nguwoi ngdi
mét ban riéng trong khoang muoi phit va doc tham thai.
Ro1, Fabio mang cho bon té tra mét ong. Bon t& udng véi
nhau va bit diu thao luin vé& viéc kinh doanh.” Hin
nhin ltzik va gb ngén tay 1én ban.

“Va r6i cudc chiénh bit dau!” Itzik tuyén bd va vfiy tay
hao himng. “0y goc trai la vo sT hang 80kg, vd dich giat Caribe,
vua cua nhitng chiéc 4o phdng, Jerome Zomer Ngoi not”
cdu ta gioi thiéu nhu ki€u dan chuong trinh dim béc.

“Va 0 goc phai,” Jerome ti€p loi, “vd si hang 300 kg,
toan co bap, vo dich khu Tikvah, ong vua cuia nganh vt
liéu xay dung... b& cau dy la nha thiu x&y ding,” hin
thi tham véi toi, “Itzik ‘Dién vién’ Ben-David, vua
Israel.” Han chi vao anh ban va v tay.

“Réi bon t6 bit dau hoc chung, ludn ludn tranh caj,
ludn ludn di dén nhat tri va ludn chat van vé& moi thit.
‘Tai sao thé nay?’ va ‘Tai sao thé' kia?, ‘Néu thé nay thi
sao?’ va ‘Néu th&'kia thi sao?’, ‘Ai bao thé?” ... Té néi cho
cau biét nhé, Schneiderman da chi cho bon té mdt cach
hoc tuyét voi.”

“Dung la nhu vdy,” Itzik xdc nhin béng giong khién
nguoi ta héi tuong vé Marlon Brando trong B§ gia khi
ong ra 1énh giét ngudi dung diu gia dinh Gambino.

“Anh biét khong, thuc ra gia dinh téi cling hoi sting
dao mét chat,” Itzik néi tiép. “Toi da tirng hoc theo kiéu
nay o truong dao roi nhung tir khi hoc dai hoc, t61 chua
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© tiing nghi dén chuyén sit dung nhiing phuong phap nay.
Hoc kiéu nay rat vui va hiéu qua.”

“Thé& con vu vat tay la sao theé?” toi ho.
“Al” ca hai ngudt cing déng thanh.

“P)4 1a mot cach dé on lai tai liéu trong nhimg lic
cang thang,” Itzik giai thich.

“Nhitng lic cing thdng?” Fabio nhic lai.

“Dang vy, nhu trong cac ky thi chang han. Khi do,
ta & trong trang cyc ky cang thang nhung lai cin phai 161
thong tin tir trong tri nhé ra,” Itzik noi.

“Khi ta cing thing, ta thwong bi phin tam. Do d¢,
bon td tao ra nhimg tinh huéng cing thang gia va luyén
tap cach nhd lai thdng tin trong nhitng tinh hudng nhw
thé)” Jerome tiép tuc giai thich. “Kiéu nhur vat tay hodc

béngon ay.”
“Be ng('m a?” to1 lap lai, kinh ngac.

“Q). Xem nhé.”

Itzik bao Jerome dudi canh tay ra. Jerome gio tay ra
cho Ttzik, va Itzik, khong phai nghi ngoi nhiéu, duing
ban tay to 16n ctia minh tim 18y ngdn tay ca Jerome
va bé quat vé phia sau. Jerome cin méi chiu dau. Khi
Itzik cam thay nan nhin da khong thé nao thoat khoi
cti nidm cta minh, cdu ta ra lénh bdng giong dm am
nhir sdm nd, “Cac giai doan ctia vong doi mot san
pham 1a gi?”
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Lac day, Jerome cd vé kho nhoc nhung r6i Itzik néi
long dan tay nim ra dé Jerome gao lén, “Map-game-
declining! Map-game-declining!”

"Map-game-declining la gi?” cau ta lén giong.

Fabio bat dau hoi ngai vi cude do sirc dang thu hut
mot vai anh mat to mo it cac ban khac,

“Do la nhiing giai dean mdt san pham phai trai qua,”
Jerome cudl cung cling tra 16i duge. “MaP GaMe...
Market Penetration (tham nhap thi truong), Growth
(tdng trudng), Maturity (phat trién), va rdi Decline (suy
glam).”

Itzik tha tay Jerome ra va vo vai han. “Lam t6t 1dm.”

“Téi chac la anh cling doan trudce,” ciu ta néi tiép khi
quay sang toi, “téi la ngudi thw gay ra cing thing.
Jerome phai virgt qua duoc sie ép do va dua ra cu tra
161 dung. Cau ay da thanh cong, vi vay trong cdc ky thi,
dudt stre ép rd rang la it hon nhiéu, cu ay sé lam tot,”
cdu ta mim cuwoi.

T6i ngadm miéng lai va nhin sang Fabio.

“Cai vu gia vO nho nho cia cac cdu ¢6 vé gidng huan
luyén dé thanh chuyén gia thdm van hon, chi khong
giong chuén bi cho thi cubi ky g1 ca,” toi noi.

“Tin toi di, néu ¢d thé chiu duoc nhimg hoan canh
nhu thé' thi ky thi cudi ndm sé chang c6 van dé gi hét.
Anh ¢6 mudn thir khéng?” cau ta noi va bat dau bé khép
ngon tay.
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“Khong,” t61 ddp, lui lai mot budce. “Toi tha truot
con hon.”

Dién thoai ctia Jerome reo 1én. Han hai ha 14y ra nghe
ngay. Trong lac hin nghe dién thoai, chting t6i thu don
dé dac va chuyén d8n mdt chiéc ban ngin hon, cé ghe
xung quanh.

“Si. 6i,” Jerome 1am bAm vdi cai dién thoal. “Puedo...
Ecrire una contract para... um... tres cientos... um...
pieces...” han ndi bang thir tiéng Tay Ban Nha ling cing.

T4t ca ching tdi im lang dé Jerome thao luan chuyén
lam in. Luc hin néi chuyén xong va gap dién thoai lai,
hin lau md hoi trén tran.

“Fabio, anh phai gitip t61 hoc tiéng Ty Ban Nha,”
hin thé dai ngao ngan. “T6i déh phat dién mat, that xau
hé, ctt 13p ba lap bép thé nay.”

“Anh mudn hoc kiéu binh thuong hay hoc kiéu Do
Thai?” Fabio lau ban xeng va hoi.

“Thé hoc kiéu Do Thai la thé nao?”

“A,” anh ta néi va gio ngén tay lén. “Téi mudn ndi
dén mot cach dic bigt cuia nguot Do Thai d€ hoc ngoai
ngit. Anh ¢6 mudn hoc khdng?” anh ta du.

“Co chi!” Jerome hao himg tra 10i.

"QK, cho toi mot gidy nhé.” Fabio liéc nhin dong ho
va rdi quay lai nhin vao bép. “T6i sé bao Dorothy trong
hdé mét lat. Moi ngudi biét déy, co 1€ ta nén doi Itamar.
Anh 3y sé dén ngay day.”
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“Nhu thé nay nhé,” Fabio bit dau va xoa xoa hai ban
tay vao nhau. “Ciing nhu anh muén hoc va nhé duge
hang ngan tir tiéng Tay Ban Nha, ngudi Do Thai ciing
mudn nhé duoe thit tiéng cia t6 tién minh, tiéhg Do
Thai ¢d.”

“Téi khéng thay ¢ ddy cb van d€ gi ca,” Ttzik bt dau.
“Nhitng cudn sach thanh kinh va nhitng 141 cdu nguyén
déu duoc viet bing tiéhg Do Thai ¢6. Ho lac nao ching
noi va stt dung tiéng Do Thai.”

"0, khéng hén thé dau,” Fabio lic ddu. “Tiéhg Do
Thai ¢b la mét thiy tiéng thiéng liéng, nd chi thudc vé
nhimng 101 cdu nguyén va nhiing cudn sich thét. Ching
ai noi tiéng do ¢ nha ca. Né khong ddp tng dwoc chic
ndng can ban cua mét ngén ngit, chic nang lam phuong
thirc giao tiép gilta con nguoi voi nhau. D€ ban chuyén
lam dn, trao doi y tudng hay don gian 1a di mua rau co,
nhitng nguoi Do Théi trén khip thé gidi nay déu ding
tiéng dia phuong, nhw tiéhg A Rap, tiéng Pho, tiéng
Phdp, v.v... Qua thoi gian, qua nhiéu thé'hé, cing khong
con nhi€u ngudi qua cau né chuyén dén gido duodng hay
doc nhimg cudn sach thanh kinh nita, vy ma tiéng Do
Théi ¢§ van ton tail Hang ngan ndm sau khi ngon ngir
do duoc sdng tao ra, hang ngan nam ké tir khi no bit
dau duoc sir dung, qua hang ngan nam dugc nang niu
trong nhimg cudn sich va nhing 16i ciu nguyén, ngén
nglx do van duoc gin git. Va ngay nay, mét 1an nita né
lai tro thanh mot thit ngén ngt s6ng dong, & day, trén
dat nudc Israel nay! Hay nghi vé diéu d6. Lam thé nao
ma nguoi Do Théi duy tri duoc ngdn ngir ciia minh?”
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Anh ta dirng lai va nhin kha“ip ot chang t6i. “Nho mot
phuong phap ddc dao ma nhirng nguoi Do Thai khip
noi trén thé' gidi da sir dung. O mbi cong ddng, nguoi ta
déu phat minh ra mét ngdn nglr mai Ja su két hop gitta
tiéng Do Thai thiéng liéng va tiéng dia phuong noi do.
Ho hoa tron tiéng dia phuong voi nhing tu tiéng Do
Thai d¢ gitt ngon lra cha tiéng Do Thai ruc chay mai,
thé ddy. Ho gin gilt tiéng Do Thai d€ ngon lita ctia no sé
khéng bao gio tan lui.”

“Gidng nhu tiéng Yiddish®,” toi doan.

“Chinh xdc,” anh ta xac nhan. “Nhung trudc do con
c6 rat nhiéu ngdn ngir khdc. Sau khi bi ddy dén Babylon,
nguoi Do Théi ¢ ddy da néi tiéng Ba Tu voi nguoi déan
dia phueong ¢ dé va tiéng ‘Ba Tu Do Thai’ khi chi ¢6
riéng ngwoi Do Thai voi nhau.”

“Tiéng ‘Ba Tu Do Thai’ la gi?” Itzik hoi.

“D06 1a tiéng Ba Tu rai rdc ¢6 nhiéu tir tiéng Do Thai.
Sau d6, nhiéu ngudi Do Thdi con nai tiéng Do Thai kiéu
A Rip nhung c6 mét diéu chic chdn, hai th tiéng noi
tiéng nhit 1a Yiddish va Ladino.” Anh ta dirng lai va chi
vao nhitng bitc tranh treo trén tudng quan vdi nhitng i
tiéng Ladino viét trén do.

Sw say mé d6i voi thit tiéng d6 hién 1én rd trong mat
anh ta. Mt anh ta sang lén, mot ny cudi tuol ng rong
trén khudn mat. Anh ta nhdm mdt lai d& chung toi tip
trung vao bai hat dang nhé nhe vang lén. Tat ca chung

H Tidng Piye ¢6 cta nguoi Do Thai o ving Dong va Trung Au.
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t0i déu nhan ra giong hat 4m ap, diu dang cia Yehoram
Gaon, mot ca s ndi tiehg nguoi Israel.

“Ong 4y hat tiéng Tay Ban Nha phai khong?” Itzik hoi.

“Gan nhu thé,” Fabio tra loi. “Day la mot ban tinh ca
Ladino. Ladino la tiéng Do Thai Tay Ban Nha, tiéhg Tay
Ban Nha 6 két hgp véi tiéng Do Thai. Chinh xéc hon la
sw pha tron gira tiéng Catalan va Do Thai.” Anh ta md
maét va ngdi thing day.

“Ngurdi Do Thai khip thé gioi ludn thong nhat trong
muc tiéu chung la gin gitt truyén thdng. Truyén thdng
do bao gbm ca viéc gin giit tiéng Do Thai. Vi vy, nguoi
Do Thai ¢ Tdy Ban Nha da phét trién thit tiéng Do Thai
- Tay Ban Nha ctia tiéng minh - tiéhg Ladino hay
Spaniolit.”

“Anh c6 thé 13y vi du mdt ciu tiéng Ladino duoc
khong?” Jerome ngit 1oi.

“"Puoc chir.” Fabio nhin quanh cac bic tuong quan
va chi vao m6t bire tranh siéu thuce miéu ta hang tram
nguoi dang nd nhimg nu cudi théa min. Bén dudi bire
tranh la dong chi¥, ‘Kada uno es sadik en sus ojos.’

"Mbi nguoi déu b quyén la mét tzadik,” anh ta djch.

“Ho gitr lai tir tiéng Do Théi tzadik — nguoi ngay
thang,” Jerome noi.

“Chinh xac. Con mét vi du khdc nira.” Anh ta 1y bat
va mot to gidy rdi viét, “Arova pitas y beza mezuzot.”
“An cap banh mi pita va hén chicc mezuzot,” Fabio dich
ra. “Dé la mét cdu nodi ve dao dire”
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“Hai tir pitas va mezuzot rd rang la quen thudc,”
Jerome nhan xét ¢6 vé rat hirng thu,

Fabio lai viét mot cdu nira. “Cau nay t6i rat thich day.
‘El Yeserara no decha repoza.” Anh c6 nhan ra tir nao
trong cau nay khong?”

Jerome nhin chdm chim réi lac dau. “T6i chang thay
ttr nao quen ca.”

“Nghe Yeserara cd gidng tir gi khdng?” Fabio c6 dua
ra goi y.

/n’chiu-l!

“CS thé 1a vetzer harah - dé lam didu xau chang?”
Y
Fabio mim cudi.

“Q, phai r6i!” Jerome than phuc.

“Lam difu xau sé khoéng dugc thanh than,” Fabio
dich ra.

“Ngay nay c6 bao nhiéu ngudi néi tiéng Ladino?” toi
thac mac.

“Y anh la ngoai Yehoram Gaon, Yitzak Navon, ciru
tdng thong lsrael, va tdi ra?” anh ta dua. “Co thé 13 hai
muoi dén ba muoi ngan nguoi. D6 la mot the ngdn ngue
dang hap héi. Thé hé sau nay ¢ thé sé ching con ndi
thir tighg d6 nita. Toi 1a ngudi duy nhit dang cd giit
ngon ltra clia n6é chdy mai.” Anh ta dua tay chi nhiing
birc tranh treo trén tuong quan Café Ladino.
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“Hay 1a m6 mdt quan café nia lay tén la Café
Yiddish di!” Ttamar goi y. “Ca tiéng Yiddish ciing dang
dan biéh mat.

“Anh noi dung,” Fabio cuoi. “Nhung ca hai thit tiéng
nay déu cd muc dich chung. Ching gin giit tiéhg Do
Théi ¢6. Chinh Morris Samuel, nguoi séng tao ra tichg
Yiddish da ndi, “Yiddish khong phai 1a mdt ngdn ngit -
d6 la mt chién luoc. Yiddish cling c6 chung muc dich
nht Ladino, d6 la bao ton tiéng Do Thai. C6 khdc ching
chi 1a Yiddish ph& bién hon va dwoc nhiéu ngudi néi
hon thoi.”

Jerome ra hiéu cho ¢4 gdi béi ban dang rao bude vé
phia ban chung toi.

“Anh biét khéng, cé anh ngdi day véi ching toi tuyét
that day,” Jerome noi véi Fabio. “Dich vu that hoan hao
khi c6 6ng chi ngdi ciing ban.” Han nhay mit.

Ching t6i goi d6 udng nhu thudng lé.

“Vay la Yiddish ra d6i sau Ladino phai khéng?”
Itamar to mo hoi. “Va ciing la tir y tuwong két hop tiéng
Do Thai vao ngdn ngl dia phuong - nhuing 1an nay 1a
tihg Dirc.”

“buang viay,” Fabio xac nhan. “Nhung, ¢é thé anh sé
rat ngac nhién khi biét rang Yiddish c6 tudi doi 1au hon
nhiéu so véi Ladino.”

“That sao?” Itamar hoan toan stmg sot. “Toi ot nghi 1a
Yiddish duwgc phat trién vao khoang thé'ky XVIL”
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“Cubn sach bing tiéng Yiddish cd nhat ngay nay con
gitt lai duoc 13 tir the ky XIIL” Fabio tiét 16. “Nhung
hau hét cac hoc gia tin rang ngudi Do Théi bit dau noi
tieng Yiddish tir thé ky X1, d6 1a nhitng ngu¢i Do Thai
roi khéi midén nam nude Phap dé dén dinh cu tai thung
lang Rhine.”

“Vay céi tén "Yiddish’ chinh xac nghia la g1?” Itzik héi,

“Pau tién, ngbn ngt nay dugc goi la ‘Ashkenazi-
Talk’. Sau nay, ngudi ta moi ddi thanh “Yiddish’ - Yid’,
hay trong tiéng Do Thai la ‘Jid" 6 nghia la Do Thai. Va
Deutch hay 1a Dtre. N6i cdch khac, né c6 nghia la tiéng
Do Thai-Dite. Van dé 1a din dan tiéng Yiddish ngoai la
mot ngdn ngit, ndé con tro thanh mot chién lroc niva.”
Anh ta vung tay trong khong khi, ¢ tim ra tir that chinh
xac d& dién ta y minh.

“Yiddish da chimg kién qué nhiéu bao e, nudce mét,
ndi dau, nhiing cudc tan sat va bi kich. No trd thanh mot
thit ngdn ngit tran day tinh cam va c6 mét linh hon cta
riéng minh. N6 phan chiéu tim hon va tinh cam cua
nguoi Do Thai, no6i dau va sy phién mudn, hanh phac va
tiéhg curdi, ban ndng séng cua ho... Tham chi ngay nay,
mic di ngén ngit nay dang dan dan biéh mat, no van
lam thtrc tinh nhimg cam xtc sdu ling & nhimg con
ngudi con gitt ngdn ngt d6, va nhiéu ngudi con cho ring
“co nhimg quan diém, cam xuc va y tuong nhat dinh chi
¢6 tiéhg Yiddish méi dién dat dwoc. Toi mudn néi dén
nhimg tir dac biét bat ngudn tir tam hdn clia ngdn ngt
nay va khéng thé tim duoc tir tuong duong trong thir
tiéhg khac.” Anh ta nga nguoi tua vao ghé' va mim cudoi.
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“Trugc ddy, nguwoi Do Thai nao cling néi tiéng
Yiddish. Cho du ngudi do ¢ Nga, o Dirc, New York hay
Buenos Aires di chang nira, nguoi d6 van co thé giao
ti€p véi nhimg nguoi Do Thai khéc. Trong céng viée [am
an, 0 nha, ¢ chg, ngudi ta chi ndi tiéhg Yiddish théi.
Ché’mg bao lau sau, ca mét nén vin hoc tiéng Yiddish
doc ddo da nd ro. Ngay nay, ngudi ta vin con doc ban
dich nhiing tic phdm cia nhimg tic gia vi dai nhu
Shalom Aleichem, Isaac Beshivas Singer, Y. L. Peretz va
Mendele. Nhitng vé kich dugce soan va trinh dién bﬁing
tiéng Yiddish. Hang loat bao, tap chi viét bing tiéng
Yiddish dwoc xuit ban.

“Nguoi ta ude tinh rang vao dau Thé chiéh tht hai,
c6 khodng mudi mét triéu ngudi, tuong duong vdi
khoang 60% s6 nguoi Do Théi, néi tiehg Yiddish.” Anh
ta dimg lai khi de'y thdy c6 géi boi ban dang mang khay
d6 udng dén. Ching tdi gitip 6 chuyén dé cho moi
ngeoi rdi b lai héi ha tro ve bép.

“Hinh nhu cd bé nay méi thi phai,” Jerome dodn.
“Nén méi lam viéc nhanh nhen va hiéu qua thé chit. C6
bé van con 6 déng co d8 o8 gdng.”

“Nhu t6i da néi,” Fabio tiép tuc, khéng dé y déh nhin
xét ciia Jerome, “nhitng tir tiéng Do Thaéi ¢8 tir cic cudn
sach linh thiéng ciing durroc dua vio tiéng Yiddish ngay
nay. Yiddish duroc cdu thanh tir 15-20% céc tir Do Thai,
70% 1a tiéng Die va 10% 1a céc ngdn ngir khac nhu tiéng
Hungary, tiéng Rumani, tiéng Slavic va céc tiéng khac.”

“Anh thir cho vi du xem nao?” Jerome xen vao.
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“Chd tél mdt 1at,” anh ta noi va nhdp mot ngum ca
phé. “Con mot diém rét tha vi ma t6i mudn cho moi
ngudi bigt. Tiéhg Yiddish duoc viét bang nhiing chi ci
Do Théi nhim gin giit hé thong chit viét tiéng Do Thai.”
Anh ta 18y mét to gidy tr‘e’ing trong vo ghi caa Itzik va
1dy but cta Jerome. “Day la vi du don gian nhit.” Anh ta
viét ra gidy va dura chiing toi xem.

“'Mama lashon’ - tiéng me dé” anh ta dich ludn.
“Ngudi ta goi tiehg Yiddish nhu the. Mama trong tiéng
Ditc ¢6 nghia 1a ‘me,” con ‘lashon” trong tiéng Do Thai co
nghia la ‘'ngdn ngl,” dung khong?”

Tat ca ching t6i cung gat dau.

“QK. Con modt vi du nita,” anh ta ndi roi lai viét gi do
ra giay.

“Rist ah batuach, uber shik eran mezumanimt’ — "t0i tin
anh, nhung ctr dua tién ddy,” anh ta lai dich ludn. “Co
tlr nao moi ngwdi nhdn ra khong?” anh ta hoi.

“Batuach — ‘'frust’ (tin tudng) va mezumanint — ‘cash’
(tién),” Jerome tra loi.

“'A gantz yaer shikar, Purim nichter’ - Say ca nam trir
ngay Purim®,” mot vi du nra dugce dua ra. “Lan nay co
tlr nao nghe quen quen khong?”

“Purim,” Jerome tra loi.

% MGt ngay 18 cua ngudoi Do Thai, vao ngay nay ngudi Do Thai dugc
khuyén khich thoai mai say sira udng rou.
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“Tol nghi shikar chac c6 lién quan t6i shikor trong
tiéng Do Thai cd nghia la say,” Itamar b8 sung.

“Ding rdi,” Fabio khang dinh. “Céu nay noi vé mét
nguoi udn lam nhiing viéc vao thoi diém khéng thich
hop. Moi ngudi biét ngudi ta goi vé di tau dién ngdm &
Brooklyn la gi khong? Tiéng Yiddish &y, khong phai
tiéng Tay Ban Nha nhé,” anh ta mim cuoi.

Jerome cin mdi rbi bubt miéng noéi blra, “Una
matbeah de subvay ( ‘Matbeah’ - trong tiéng Do Thai
nghia 14 déng xu).” Hin cudi toe toét va ra hiéu thuc ra
hén khong biét 1a gi.

“Xudt sac!” Fabio reo 1én, 13 rang 1a rat ngac nhién.
“Sao co? Téi noéi diing ha?”

“Gan ding hoan toan. Anh da cho thém mét it tiéhg
Tay Ban Nha vao d6. Tiéng Yiddish thuc ra phai 1a ‘De
subvay matbeah.””

“Oal” Jerome sung sudng reo 1én. “Nhung sao ching
ta lai noéi dén nhitng thir nay? T6i cé bao gio bao la
mudn hoc tiéng Do Thai cd dau. Toi nhd anh day tiéng
Tay Ban Nha co mat”

“Khéng sao,” Fabio tra 1oi. “Anh chi cin lam theo
dung cach nhuw thé' théi. Lat nia t6i sé chi cho. Nhung
dau tién...” anh ta lai cAm but 1én va ngdm nghi.

“Ngudi My va ngudi Prirc biét ring nhitng t tiéhg
Do Thai da tham nhap vao ngdn ngit cta ho, y toi o day
la nhitng tir rat phd biéh nhuw amen, Sabbath hay nhiing
tir dai loai nhu thé, Trong tiéng Do Thai cua ching ta
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cling vy, c6 hang ngan tlix xuat phat tit nhiing ngdn ngtr
khac dugc dwa vao nhitng cudc tro chuyén hang ngay.”

“Nhu nhimg tr ¢ dudi - fziah ching han, nhu
conceptziah, coordinatziah, associatziah, optziah,
integratzigh®,” Ttamar 1y vi du.

“Quay lai voi tighg Yiddish mét chit,” Fabio dé€ nghi.
“Nhin ma xem, chiing ta biét dugc bao nhiéu tir tiéng
Dure chi nho nghe mét vai cau tiéng Yiddish thdi. Nhitng
tir nay da tré thanh nhitng cum tir mang tinh chét thanh
ngit trong tiéng Do Théi ma chiing ta tro chuyén hang
ngay. Nhu cdu, ‘Tir hai gid dén bon giv dimg goi tdi nhé.
Toi s& schlaff shtunda - c6 nghia la ti sé chop mét mét
1Gc. Schlafen trong tiéng Pirc ¢6 nghia la nga.”

“Tisch tiéng Dirc la cai ban,” Itamar nhén xét. “Trong
cdng ddng nhing ngudi Do Thai chinh thong ¢ mot
bita #n ngay lé co tén 1a fish.”

“Va khong dugc quén tir bagel (banh vong) nira,”
Jerome xen vao.

“T4t nhién roi. Banh vong 1a mdt phat minh vé dm
thuc cta ngudi Do Théi nhung tir nay phat sinh tir mot
tlt tiéng Drc beugal, ¢é nghia la ‘bdnh my tron.””

“Nay, cdc cau c6 biét cdu chuyén vé ngudi ngoai
hanh tinh va chiéc banh vong khong?” Jerome hoi.

Khéng th&y ai tra 161 nén han k& luén,

% Tuong duwong vdi cde tir trong tiéhg Anh: concept, coordination,
association, option, integration,
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“Mot ngudi ngoai hanh tinh dap xudng trai dat va
dat chén xudng Brooklyn. Hin bit dau di loanh quanh
va d€'y thdy mot cira hang banh vong, Hén dimg bén
ngoai va nhin chdm chim vao trong qua ctra kinh, t6 mo
trirde khung canh dang dién ra trede mét. Khéng hiéu
chuyén gi nén hén budc vao trong. ‘Hay néi cho ta bidt’
hin bao véi chi tiém nguroi Do Thai, ‘nhiing cai banh xe
nho nho ta thay tir bén ngoai 1 cai gi the? ‘Day khong
phai 1a banh xe,” ngudi cha tiém giai thich. “Dé 1a binh
vong. D¢ dn. Day, thir di” Ong ta dua cho ngudi ngoat
hanh tinh mét chidc banh vong. Han cdn mot miéng va
bit d&u nhai. R5i hin néi véi ong chir tiém, ‘Ong bist
khéng, ta thuc st nghi ong lam béanh rat ngon day.’ Hin
nubt miéng banh day hao hung, ‘Nhung d€ ta cho 6ng
mot 101 khuyén nhé... s& tuyét hon nita néu cho thém
pho mat va ca hoi 1én trén day!”

Fabio phd lén cuoi. “Hay that!” Anh ta reo 1én vi
nhap mét ngum ca phé nira.

“Moi ngudi biét khong, phéng vién Charles
Rappaport ¢6 13n da néi, “Téi néi duoc mudi thit tiéng,
tat ca déu 1a Yiddish.” Fabio mim cudi. “Anh ta néi
ding. “Bang céch sir dung hé théng tiéng Do Thai, ta c6
thé hoc cach ndi duoc dén ca mudi thie tiéng khac nhau.
Trong tiéng Yiddish c6 khoang 4000 i tiéng Do Thai
con Ladino ¢6 khoang 800 tir. Tai sao téi lai ndi didu
nay? La boi vi to Thoi bdo New York da tirng thire hién
mot diéu tra vé s§ tir ngix lap lai trén bdo. N6i cach khac,
ho dung to bao cta minh d&€ dém xem ¢6 khoang bao
nhiéu tr tiéng Anh ma nguoi doc bude phai biét. Két
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qua la mot ngudi cin dén khoang 600 tix. Vay tat ca
nhimg gi ta phai lam &€ c6 thé hiéu dugc bat ai ngdn
ngit nao 1a hoc khoang 600 tir trong ngdn ngit do.”

Fabio lai cAm bat lén va viét gi do ra giay.

“Dé hoc durge 600 tit,” anh ta tiép tuc ghi ra nhiing
con s6, “ta phai hoc mdi ngay 20 tlr, ngay nao cling th&
trong vong 30 ngay. Hay noi cach khac, chi trong vong
mot thng, ta c6 thé doc bao hang ngay va hicu dugc
nhitng ndi dung co ban cita bt cit ngdn ngir nao ta
muén!” Anh ta ngang dau lén va mim cudi. “Vay van dé
thue chit ¢ day la gi, lam sao dé moi ngay hoc duoc hai
muoi Hr mdt cich cé hé théng dé& nhimg tir nay khic sau
lau dai vao tri nho!”

“Chinh xac¢,” Jerome tan thanh, vui mung vi cudi
cting ciing dén muc dich chinh cua cudc thao luan,

“Néu st dung phuong phép ca ngudi Do Théi, dieu
ta can 1am 13 gin nhimg ti mdi tiéng Tay Ban Nha vao
nhitng cudc tro chuyén hang ngay bang tiéng Do Thai.”
Fabio xoa xoa hai ban tay. “Ch?xr\g han,” anh ta gai cam.
“Xem tit dinero tiéng Tay Ban Nha cé nghia la tién nhe.
Hay nghi dén mot loat nhimg cau tiéng Do Thai ma ta
c6 thé n6i dén tién, nhung thay tir tién bing tit dinero.

“Céu 6 bao nhidu dinero? Té mudn mugn 50 do-la. Ciu
hic nao ciing chi nghi dén dinero, dinero, dinero. Hin rdt
giau. Hin co rét nhifu dinero trong ngdn hang...

“QK, gid d&n mot tir khac - hombre. Tt nay ¢ nghia
la nguoi.”
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“Dring la mgt hombre t6t. Anh dy dd givp t6i sita xe...
Nhin cii hombre ding kia kia... d6i mai do dy.”

“Cdu biet khong, chi cdn nhin cich anh ta in mdc, 16 dam
chiic hombre d6 c6 rat nhiéu dinero,” Jerome b3 sung.

“Chinh xac! Phuong phap 1a nhu thé,” Fabio reo 1én.
“Moi 1an hay thém mét hai tr vao cau. Trong tiéng Tay
Ban Nha, rico ¢6 nghia la gidu.”

"Diing la mét hombre rico, hai long véi cudc song,”
Jerome thé hién kha nang nam bat nhanh ciia minh.

“Quiero c6 nghia la 't6i mudn.” Quiero hoa binh cho thé’
gioi; Quiero siec khoe cho gia dinh minh; Quiero mét chise
binh thit ngon. D6 la thir Quiero thuc sur hic nay.”

“Quiero,” Jerome béat ra. “Quiero trd thinh mot
hombre rico.” T

“Bay gio, si tu Qieres, néu anh mudn,” Fabio bit dauy,
“t6i s&¢ mang cho anh boyo tdo néng va mot tasa
espresso theo kiéu anh thich... Nao, anh hidu cau nay
thé nao?”

“Toi nghi 14, theo ngl canh, tir boyo téo ¢ nghia 1a
banh tao, con tasa espresso 1a mot tach espresso.”

Trong luc tim hiéu v& phwong phap dic biét cua
Fabio d€ hoc tiéng nuwdc ngoai, tbi béng nhé dén ¢ con
'gai tam tudi cua minh, con bé ciing hay dung cach nay
d€ noi chuyén véi ban bé nhu kidu tidhg long hang ngay.

“Moi nguot biét khong, co 1an toi di nghe con gdi toi
va ban né néi chuyén gidng kiéu nhu thé' nay,” toi ké
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cho moi ngudi. ““Nao. Choi cai nay nhé,’ nd néi tieng Do
Thai, 61 két thiic cAu bing tir ‘Please’ trong tiéng Anh.
Ngay hom dé, né khong chi néi tir d6 mét 1dn dau. Luic
sau, nd bao ban ddi bup bé cho nhau. ‘Té mudn choi
Barbie toc d6. Cau d6i véi té nhé? con bé ndi va lai lap
lai tit ‘Please, please.” T6i hém do, Gali d0i toi mua anh
Harry Potter. Con bé lai két thuc béng tir ‘please’ va keo
tay toi. T6i hoi con bé tir ‘please’ mdi c6 trong von it
vung ctia né c6 nghia la gi. Gali nghi mét luc trude khi
dra ra ciu tra 1o hoan toan diing. Thuc ra né khong bigt
tr d6. Con bé chi suy luan ra nghia cia nd thoi. Do
chinh Ia phuong phap ma chung ta dang néi dén.”

“Piing vay. Mot tir mSi ma ta cang ding nhi€u thi
cang dé tro thanh mot phan quen thuge trong cii phép ta
str dung hang ngay. Tiéng Do Thai c6 hang ta nhing tir
tiéng Anh kiéu nhu thé nhu: balloon, promo, rating,
brakes, pajama, interest, curious, legitimate, relevant va
nhiéu tir ciia cac ngdn ngir khac niva.”

“Nhung, ¢6 mot diéu,” Itamar ngét 1o, “tdi hidu cach
xen tr mdi vao cau nhu thé nhung lam véy ciing khong
ding lim. Ching han, tr rico c6 nghia la giau c6 nhung
12m sao ta biét dugc tir ndy con chia theo gidng, va khi
ndi dén mot nguedi phu nir thi né phai la rica méi dung.”

“V& co ban, anh ndi ding. Phuong phép nay chi tot
cho nhiing ngudi mudn hoc ngoai ngit thuc dung. Con
véi ngroi mudn hoe cach néi ding va chudn mét ngoai
ngit thi cAn phai hoc nhitng nguyén thc co ban clia ngdn
ngit d6, nhu la céch chia dong tir va danh tir ching han.
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Khi ta d3 hoc dwoc nhifu tir mdi bing cach nay thi hoc
cac thanh t& khic clia thi tighg d6 sé& dé hon béi vi ta da
thiét lap dwroc mdt mikc d6 tyr tin va hiu biét nhat dinh
vé ngdn ngir d0.”

“Fabio cling da giai thich réng thuc ra ta chi cdn hoc
mot s6 lugng tir co ban d€ cd thé thich nghi duoc véi
mot noi moi théi. Pén tham Budapest thi ddu can phai
hoc hét nhimg nguyén tic co ban cia tiéng Hungary.
Chi khoang 50-100 ttr 1a du rdi,” téi giai thich.

“Nhung néi méc qua nhiéu 16i cling ngai lam,”
Jerome phan bac.

Toi cudi toe toét. Toi nhG dén vu ¢di nhau gita téi va
vo t0i, Yael, ciing vi van dé€ nay.

“Yael sé dong y vdi cau day. Co dy qud ciu toan, cb
dy cho rdng néu ndi ra mét cau khéng ding duoc
100% thi nguoi ta s€ khdéng hiéu. Hay, té hon, ho sé
ché& giéu minh.”

“Co ay ndi ding ma,” Jerome noi ludn.

“Té nho ¢o 1an ¢ Paris, ¢6 dy dit phong khach san,
mua vé tau dién ngam va hoi gio mé caa khu du lich -
tat ca déu bing thit tiéng Phap hoan hao ma cb iy da
hoc va thue hanh suét bao nhidéu ndm. Nhung r6i, khi toi
dam mo miéng noi tiéng Phap, ¢6 dy bao gan chét vi xau
hé. Nhung dit sao, td1 cing dat dugc nhimg két qua
tuong tu ma chi cin dén thir tiéng Phap chi bing mot
phén mudi chia ¢6 dy. Tat ca nhimg gl t6i ndt voi nguoi
thu ngan ¢ ga tau dién ngam la ‘deux billet, si‘ll vous
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plais’ (lam on, hai vé). C6 thu ngin d6 hiéu ngay la t6i
mudn mua hai vé tau. Chang can phai nhoc cdng di mit
vao tuong dé noi cho day di, ‘Je voudrais acheter deux
billet pour le Metro, si‘ll vous plais,” - ‘Lam on, t6i mudn
mua hai vé di tau dién ngam’ lam gi. Con luc vao quan
café, toi chi goi moét tach espresso va banh sing bo s6 co
la bing thi tiéng Phap don gian thai. Chic chdn 1a ho
dau ¢6 mang cho tdi mi spaghetti voi nudc tdo.”

“Mot ngudi hay ngai thi sé chang hoc duoc gi,” Fabio
nhan xét. “Dimg ngai néi mac nhiéu 163"

“Nhung, moi ngudi biét khdng, con mot cach nira dé
nhé cac i tié’ng' nudc ngoai,” tot néi thém. “Toi da doc
nhiéu cudn sich noi v& phuong phap nay. Phuong phap
nay dua trén viée tao ra nhimg mdi lién hé, tuong tuong.
Ta can tim duoc nhitng ti di cung hoic nghe gidng
gidng tit minh mudn hoc... phai ¢ mét méi lién két
logic gitta nhitng tr nay. Tir piedra trong tiéng Tay Ban
Nha co nghia 1a da. Piedra nghe hoi giong powder (bdt).
Viy, tat ca nhitng gi ta can lam la tudng tudng minh cao
da cho dén khi nd chuyén thanh bét. Hinh anh da bién
thanh bat sé khién ta nhé dén tir piedra. Carta trong tiéng
Tay Ban Nha ¢6 nghia 1a “thuw.” Tix carta c6 goi cho moi
ngwdi nghi dén cai gi khong?”

“Bach khoa Encarta,” Jerome noi.

“Tuyét. Vay hay tuong tuong rang ta dé tat ca nhing
la thu trong cudn bach khoa do. Con tir bombero, linh
ciru hoa trong tiéng Tay Ban Nha, thi sao?”
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“Mot qua bom,” Jerome mau le tra 1oi. “Mét qua bom
phét né gay ra mot dam chay lon, linh ctru hoa phai dap
tit,” hin miéu ta.

“Diéu nay lam t6i nghi dén mét cau chuyén,” Jerome
noi thém. “Hai nguoi Do Thai dang dn mi voi nhau.
‘Cau noi xem,” ngedi thir nhat ndi, ‘tai sao nguoi ta lai
goi tht chiing ta an la m?’ “Y ciu 1a sao?’ anh ban tra loi
va tdng mot ddng mi vao miéng. ‘Tai ching dai nhu mj,
mém nhu mi va cd vi gidng mi. Thé'thi ¢6 ly do gi ma lai
khong goi la mi cha?"”

Fabio cudi khinh khich. Téi chi vao Ttamar va nhay
mat vdi cdu ta, “Vay, cau s€ nhd cau chuyén cudi nay
nhur thé nao?”

Itamar nhin lai toi bfmg ddi mét trong, dm ap cho
thdy cdu ta dang suy nghi.

“0O, néu diing phurong phdp ca Lisa, ta sé 13y ‘ngin’
aleph, voi biéu tugng 1a cai thuyén, ta sé lién hé no voi
‘mi.” Thuyén - mi.” Ciu ta nhdm mit lai va dua tay 1én
dau. “Vai tri tudng tuong cd han cia 6, t& thidy mot
chiéc thuyén cha mi nhap tir Italia vé. Trén thuyén o6
hang tram c¢éng te no chat day mi.”

“Tot ddy, Itamar,” Jerome nhdn xét. “T¢ thi tudng
twong ra mot chiée thuyén dang tréi trén mét dai duong
toan mi la mi. To nghi cdu nén teong teong cong ty Zim

ctia Israel xuat khau mi sang Italia thi hay hon.”

“Céu dung la co tri tirdng tuong la thuong that,” t6i nol.
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“Cai ddy la trong quang cdo ma,” Jerome phan bac.
“Céc cau chua xem a? Co6 mot anh chang ngudi Italia tro
v€ qué nha va mang theo mft hdp mi spaghetti Israel
lam qua. Ca gia dinh anh ta cung ngdi thudng thire mén
pasta dic biét ma khdng dau c6, ngay ca o Y!”

“A, td xem roi,” toi cudi mia mai. “Nhu Phap nbap
khdu rugu va pho mat Israel, Na Uy mua tring ca héi
cua ta vay.”

“Sao lai phién dién thé nhi? Israel cling xudt khau rat
nhiéu thit ma,” Fabio chi trich.

Bang 1€ ra nguoi ta phai trao cho Fabio Giai thurong
Israel méi diing. Anh ta la mét ngudi Israel Do Thai day
long tur hao, mét nguod chi nhin thdy nhing diéu t6t dep
ma Israel va nguoi Do Thai mang dén. Nhimg cudc
xung ddt chinh tri gitta phe chinh thong va phe phi ton
gido, gilra canh ta va cdnh hitu ching lam anh ta ban
tam chit nao. Fabio, m{t ngudi Argentina chuyén dén
Israel tir nhimg nam 80, lJuén mang trong long nhing
diéu tich cuc d€ noi v€ dat nudc Israel khi nhitng ngudi
xung quanh anh ta bit diu phan nan. Anh ta yéu dat
nudc Israel ndng nan va sé khdng bao gio d€ ai lam phai
nhat tinh yéu do.

Yehoram Gaon hat thém hai bai nita va Fabio ké cho

~ ching t6i mét cdu chuyén rat hay dé keét thic chuyén
viéng tham cia chung téi.

“Néu trirge day, ngurot ta ndi tiéng Yiddish d€ gin giir
tiéng Do Thai cd thi ngay nay moi chuyén lai hoan toan
nguoc lai. Vai nam sau khi dat nuoc Israel duoc sang lap,
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mot nguoi phu nir va dira con trai nhé ngdi trén xe bus,”
anh ta ké “Nguoi phu nit ndi véi con bing tiéhg
Yiddish nhung cau con trai lai trd 1&i me béng tiéng Do
Théi. Hai nguoi ho ot tiép tuc nhu thé cho dén khi mot
hanh khach trén xe néi véi ngueoi phu nit, “Xin 151 chi
nhung ching ta dang & Israel. Sao chi @ noi tiéng
Yiddish madi thé? Noi tiéng Do Thai dy. Bay gio, d6 mdi
la ngdn ngi cua ching ta!’

‘Chi néi ding,” ngudi phu nit tra 10i bdng thi tiéhg
Do Thai hoan hao. ‘Chi la t6i khéng mudh né quén ring
nao la mdt ngudi Do Thai.””



Khuén madat thién théan

Lim sao 3 nhé duoe
khuén mdit od tén nguoi

ta hé da dén. Jerome vira hoan thanh

7 . nhfrng bai thi cudi ciing va di mét chuyén
248 vong quanh thé' gidi. Dau tién, hin bay téi
Santo Domingo va Havana d€ gdp hai nha san xuit
quan 4o ban vé bd suu tip moi danh cho mua dong.
‘Pong nhiét déi,” hdn goi nhu the. D¢ 13 nhimg chiée do
phong day dan ‘xua tan bang gia va sudi dm tréi tim,
theo dung 1oi han.

Tt d6, hin tiép tuc bay dén New York d€ ban chuyén
phian phdi hang véi Count Down va Submarine. Hai
chudi cira hang nay két hop lai c6 hon 3.000 cira hang
chuyén danh cho “gioi tré.
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Trén dutng di vé& phia Dong, hin ding chén tai Anh,
Tay Ban Nha, Drrc va Italia dé gdp nhitng nha phan phéi
khac nhau va cdc cdng ty nhéap khiu tai dia phuong. Tai
Paris, hin tham gia trién lam ‘Mode Jeunesse,” mét trién
lam qudc t€ vé thoi trang cho gidi tre t& chite tai Porte de
Versaille. Ngay thir hai & day, han da dua hét 200 tim
danh thiép ma hin mang theo. Su may min thuc su
dang trai tham dudi bude chan hin va hin quay tro lai
Israel trong mét tAm trang cwe ky han hoan.

Khi tdi néi chuyén véi hin qua dién thoai, hin hoi
xem liéu chung t6i 6 thé bd tri mot budi tu tip nho nho
tai Café Ladino khong. Nhom ‘Ba 6ng gia vé huru non’
cua chung t0i - Itamar, Jerome va t6i — di phét trién
thém hai thanh vién thuong xuyén 1a Fabio va Itzik Ben-
David. Lén nay, Jerome bao t6i moi ca Joseph Hayim
Schneiderman va thay Dahari niva.

“Cé mdt difu td van mudn duge nghe moi nguoi giai
thich,” hin néi. “T¢ da gap rat nhiéu ngudi maéi nhung
t¢ khong thé nhé ndi tén ctia mot phan tu trong s8 do
hay nhiing gi ho noi gi vdi 6, trong ho nhu thé nae?
Céu nghi c6 phuong phap Do Thai nao dé nhd duoc tén
va khudn mat khéng?”

V1 t6i khong biét cau tra 161 cho cau hoi ctia Jerome,va
van dé nay toi thay ciing kha quan trong nén t4i ddng y
vOi hdn 13 cdn phai c6 mét cude gip niva véi hai ‘chuyén
gia’ ctia ching tot. ..

Cudc gap dién ra vao mot chiéu that hai, vai ngay sau
sinh nhat 1an thit 40 cua Itamar. Su kién nay cho ching
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tdi mét Iy do nita d€ tu tap. Vi gio da 1a mua he nén Fabio
dat quat xung quanh quan dé cai néng ctia mua he khéng
lam ai qua kho chiu. Xung quanh hai chiéc ban dugc ké
lién vao nhau la bay nguwoi ching t6i va mét ¢6 gai, Lisa,
Jerome da mai ¢6. Chuing tdi rdt vui vi diéu nay.

“Phu nit thuong nhd tén va khudn mét t6t hon dan ong,
t01 chac chan 1a cd 3y sé c6 nhiéu thir dé chia sé véi ching
ta,” Jerome gia vO phan bua vé sy cé midt cia Lisa. Han
thira biét 1a tat ca ching t6i déu rdt vui vi cd thém Lisa.

Ching t6i nang c6c chic mimg Itamar va vi gido si
cau Chua ban cho cau ta mét cude sdng truong tho.

“Céu da biét két qua thi chwea?” vi gido si hdi Jerome.

“Toi da nghi kifu gi thay cing hoi boi vi thdy mudn
biét nhitng phuong phap cia cac nha hién triét liéu c6
hiéu qua vdi mét ngudi nhu téi khdng, phai vay chut?”
Jerome curoi.

“Khéng han th&” oéng ndi. “T6i biét chac chan la
nhitng phirong phap d6 cé hiéu qua. Chi la t61 mudn
biét cidu hoc hanh thé nao thoi.”

“A,” Jerome cup mét xudng, cé vé hoi x&u hd. “Rat
cam on thiy da quan tam. Nhung thit tiéc la t5i chua tra
16i dwgce rdi. Ho van chura théng bao két qua. Hy vong l1a
tuan sau sé cd. T6i hira khi nao c6, sé cap nhit thong tin
cho thay ngay.”

“T6i cling nghe noi la viéc lam an kinh doanh ¢ nuoc
ngoai cia cau kha thuan loi,” vi gido si nhic lai bé’mg
giong day tu hao diéu tbi da noi vai 6ng.
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“Ciing khong han.” Jerome lac dau, 6 ha thap thanh
cOng cia minh xuéng. “Toi van chua dat dwoc didu gl cy
thé. Toi da gap nhifu nguoi. Toi da tién duoc vai budce
nhung chi cé thoi gian moi noi duoc la ligu ¢6 bude tién
nao dom hoa két trai dugc khéng.” Hin cin than lua
chon tr ng, so 1& miéng ndi ra diéu gi xui xéo. “Hang
van chua dugc ban ¢ cic cra hiéu. Thuc t€'1a nd d3 duroc
san xuat dau! 5é phai mat vai tudn,” han giai thich.

“Dau tién, do s& duoc san xudt & Cuba va Cong hoa,”
Jerome noi, hin sit dung cdi tén dic biét cho Cong hoa
Dominica. “Dén thiang 9, ching sé duogc ciruyén dén cho
cac nha phan phdi va cdc céng ty nhap khau. Chi dén
thang 10, nhiing thiét ké'clia tdi mdi xuat hién trong cdc
ctra hang. Sé khéng dé dang gi, va lai con ¢ hang td
nhitng nhan hiéu canh tranh nita. C6 hang ngan nha san
xudt nhu toi dang gianh giat thi phan do.”

Jerome rat mét tip danh thiép ra tir trong tii do. Hin
dao dao mdt ot va quay sang vi gido si. “Du sao di
nita, mudén dam bao viéc kinh doanh sudn sé, tdi can
phai kiém tra xem con phuong phép Do Thai nao dé
giup toi ghi nho tén va khudn mat cua moi ngueodi khéng.
Téi can nhd duoc, chfmg han,” hdn rdt ra mdt chiée
danh thiép tir trong tap va nhin mét 1at, “Phillip Vestica,
BPL tir Gent, Bi... Téi khong thé nhd duwgce anh chang
nay tréng thé nao nra!”

Vi gido si gd nhe ngdn tay lén ban va nhin Joseph
Hayim Schneiderman. Méac du trén khudn mit ciu sinh
vién hién rd s hao hing nhung éng van quyét dinh sé
noi triede. “Vua Solomon cd mdt ngan ba vo, va ong
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phéai nhd hét tén cua ho,” 6ng mim cuoi. “Chéc chin
nhitng cudn sach linh thiéng cua chiang ta phai truyén
lai phuong phap dé nhd tén va khudn mét chir.”

“Chuing ta sé bat ddu véi gia thuyét rang tén ciia mét
ngudi la tai s&n gia trj nhat cua nguoi do.” Vi gido si
nghiéng nguoi vé phia Jerome. “Ca d&i minh, ta luén
mong mudn tén minh sé dwgc ndi bat. Mot cai tén ndi
bét c6 thé mang dén su bat tir. Vua Solomon thong thai
da ting noi rdng, ‘Mot cdi tén hay con 5t hon dau quy.’
Tén cua chung ta cho thdy ta la ai va ching ta d¢€ lai
danh tiéng gi, t8t hay xdu. Birec Chila da néi véi David,
‘Ta da ban cho con mét cai tén vi dai, giong nhu tén cua
nhimg con ngudi vi dai trén thé gidi nay.” Con véi
Abraham, Nguoi ndi, ‘ta sé tao nén mot dan toc vi dai va
ban phudce d€ tén con trd thanh mét cai tén vi dai.”” C)ng
néi dén d6 r6i nga ngudi tua vao thanh ghé, hoan thanh
16i mé ddu ma chdc hin dng di chuén bi tir trudc.

“Chinh vi vay, ching ta phai tié’p can tén cua mot
nguwoi voi long ton trong cao nhat! Hau hét chang ta deéu
mac t6i vi thue t& rang chiing ta khong dé v t6i nhitng
diéu don gian nhat ma & day chinh la tén ciia mt ngudi.
Con ngudi gdp gd nhau hang ngay va chi vai phut sau
khi chia tay, ta dd@ khong con nhd tén nguroi minh vira
gdp nita. Ta nghi, ‘Dot mot lat. Anh chang d6 tén la gi ay
nhi?”’@ng vovH tay vao tran.

“Chiing ta cin phai sap xép lai nhitng wu tién cla
minh. Trude khi gip mét nguedd, ta phai 6 mong mudn
biét tén ngudi 6. Ta phai ¢d ging hét sirc d€ nhd tén
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cua ho boi vi cai tén chinh 1a tai san gia trj nhat cia mot
con nguoi!”

Téi rdt thich cach tiép cidn van d€ cta vi gido si
nhung c6é mdt cau hoi bong nhién ndy ra trong dau toi
vé viéc tai sao thuc t& ching ta lai khong hay d€ y tén
nguoi khac. “Tén ching ta thyc ra 1a do cha me dat,”
toi 1én tiéng. “Nhu thé cd nghia 1a mot nguoi khong tw
chon cho minh cai tén d6. C6 thé vi thé nén ching ta
khong may quan tam dén nhitng cdi tén. Noi cach khac,
néu ta tuy chon tén duoc cho minh thi di€u thay noi sé
€6 y nghia nhiéu hon. Vé tim ly hoc ma néi thi im hiéu
ly do mét nguedt chon mét céi tén nhat dinh ndo dé rat
thi vi. Ching ta khéng ¢ dong luc dic biét d€ ghi nho
tén boi vl ta biét ring tén mot ngudi 1a do ngdu nhién
nhiéu hon.”

Vi gido si lich sy nghe 6t néi hét réi nhanh chéng
phan bac ngay. “D6 la van d& vé nhan thirc,” éng bit
dau. "Téi thay thuec ra sé thii vi hon nhidu néu tim hidu
xem bd me ctia ‘Grace’, chéng han thé& c6 dang khi dit
tén con nhur vay khéng. Liéu ‘Grace’ thuc sy c6 diu dang,
duyén dang nhw cdi tén khong? Liéu ‘Harry’ c¢6 lon 1én
thanh mét chang trai manh mé, can dam khong? Liéu
‘Pearl” sau nay co6 tré thanh mét phu nit ¢6 vé dep trong
sang va tam hoén cao quy khong? Duc vua David di
nhan dugc ménh lénh phai dat tén con trai minh la
Solomon, hay Shlomo¥ trong tiéng Do Thai, boi vi ‘ta sé
ban cho déan toc Israel cudc sdng hoa binh va ém &’

*# Shlemo: ¢6 cling gdc vai tr Shalom, c6 nghia 1a haa binh.
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Cing giéng nhu vua David, nhiéu bac phu huynh d6i
khi cam thay nhitng xiic cdm thiéng liéng an chita dang
sau nhiing cai tén ma ho chon cho con cai minh.”

Ong ngimg lai mot lat d& sdp xép lai nhitng ¥ nghi
trong dau.

“Ching ta ¢a néi dén ngon Ira den va ngon Iira tréng,
nhitng con chit mau den va trang gidy trang réi. Mdi con
nguot khi sinh ra déu la mét trang gidy tréng. Cai tén
chinh la nhitng con chit mau den 1ap day trang gidy do,
no theo sudt chiéu dai cudc doi clia mét con nguoi.
Nhitng con chit d6 ¢d thé théng, c6 thé luva thua, co thé
co cum, chiing ¢ thé dé& lai nhifu khoang tring trén
trang gidy, ¢6 thé kin ca trang gidy. Do la nhing gi ma
mot cai tén lam. Co rdt nhifu di€u trong mét cdi tén,
chinh vi vdy ¢o thé sé rat tha vi, v€ tim ly hoc theo nhu
cau nodi, néu di sdu phan tich nhimg yéu té doé va tim
hiéu xem s8 phan ctia mot con nguodi ¢6 phi hop voi cai
tén ma bd me ngwoi do dat cho khéng, hay nguoi do lai
di theo mt hurdng hoan toan khac.”

@ng nhap mot ngum tra Hawayage ddc bi¢t ma Fabio
chudn bi riéng cho 6ng.

“Co nhitng nguoi khi trudng thanh da doi tén béi vi
ho khong hai long vdi cai tén ma cha me ho da dat ti
tdm bé véi hy vong rdng mot cai t8n maéi s& thay d6i ca
s0 phén caa ho nira. Do la Iy do tai sao Bitc Chua da
doi tén cia Avram thanh Abraham va tén ctia Jacob
thanh Israel.”
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“Dl sao,” dng noi tiép, “hdy quan tim dén tén mot
nguoi, tran trong nd va hay nhd 1dy, cho du céi tén cd 14
do cha me dt hay khong, thi tiéhg goi tén van 1a am
thanh dé chju nhat d6i véi d6i tai ciia con ngudi mang
cai tén do. Cho du ho ¢6 thuc sy yéu tén minh hay
khong thi cai tén van la diéu dau tién ma ta tiép xuc khi
gadp mot ngurol.”

Itamar ra hiéu mudn bay t6 y kién cia minh va ciu
ta cung ¢d thém nhitng diéu vi gido si da néi b%ng mot
vai vi du cua riéng minh ma ciu ta thu thap duogc tir
cac nudc khac trén the gisi. “O My c6 nhiing b lac
nguoi da do coi tén la mét phan trong sw tén tai cla
mot con ngudi. Ho tin re‘“mg goi nham hay g0l sai tén
mot ngudi ¢ thé khién tim hin cta con ngudi chiju
mudn van dau dén. O Trung Qudc co tuc 1& dit tén dé
tranh con mét cua quy dit. O Congo, vi Iy do tirong tu,
khong ai duwoc phep néi tén ciia mot ngueot linh khi anh
ta dang chién dau hodc san dudi cho dén khi anh ta
quay tro vé doanh trai.”

“Nguoi Do Théi cling gidng ngutdi da do, ding
khong?” Jerome hoi. “Mbi cai tén déu mang mot y nghia.
Khong ai lai tir nhién ddt mot cai tén vé nghia kidu nhw
Gifelbritenkar ca,” hin bat ra. “Mot cai tén phai kiéu
ki¢u nhwr la Or (anh sing), Guy (thung liing), Maayan
(miia xuan, nudce frong), Shai {(mon qua), Mitryah {chiéc
0).'Y tdi 13, tén thi phai c6 nghia dung khéng?”

Vi gido sI mim cudi gdt dau.
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“Toi khong nghi 1a c6 diéu luat nao quy dinh vé diéu do
nhung t6i dam khfmg dinh la hau hét nhiing cai tén cua
ngueoi Israel déu duoe dit dua trén mét Iy do nao d6.”

“Vay thi chic Itzik c6 thé goi 1a “Sép 1én to dung.’
Hin chi vao Itzik Ben-David.

“Tén ‘Itzik’ thuc ra 1a mt bién thé cua Issac,” vi gido
sT giai thich diéu ma thuec chat chang t6i da biét. “Nhiéu
cai tén ¢o lién quan dén Chua boi vi nguoi dit tén mudn
ta on Ngudi di ban cho ho mén qua clia cube song va
méi lién két gita diéu huyén diéu trong sy ra doi caa
mot dira tré va Nguoi. Nhitng cai tén nhw Joshua (Chta
che cho cho con), Daniel (Chia la vi quan toa anh minh),
Elijah (D¢ la Chia cta con)...”

“Con ¢6 nhiéu tén xuat phat tir thién nhién nira,”
Itzik bd sung, “nhw Dov (giu), Zvi (nai), Yael (linh
dwong), Deborah (ong) ch?mg han.”

“...Nurit {mao leong hoa vang), Lilach (t¢ dinh
huong), Rekefet {(anh thao), Barak (chdp), Zur (d4),” Lisa
Xen vao.

“Ofra (quéng),” Jerome dong gop thém vao danh
sach. “Thuc ra tir nay xudt phat tir viéc két hop tr ga
trong tiéhg Do Théi véi tir rah c6 nghia 1a A,” han cuoi.
“"Gahuw”

“Khong phai thé dau,” vi gido si cudi lai. “Ofra la
bién thé danh cho phai nir ctia tén Ofer, cing la tén clia
mot thanh phd ¢6 ¢ Israel. Nhung di'ng la Kinh thanh
cling ¢6 day nhirng cai tén ¢ nghia khong duworc tich cure
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lim, nhu: Caleb (ché), Kotz (gai), Tahat (mdng), Zima
(dam), Huldah (chudt)...”

“Lam sao lai dit tén con la Mong dwoc nhi?” Itzik
thot lén. “Mong!”

“Thé ciu da thay anh chang d6 chua?” Jerome hoi.
“Biét dau tén day lai hop dy ch¢.” Han cudi ranh manh.
“Tuong tuong gap ong Caleb (chd) trén duong. ‘Dao
nay sao ha Chd? Bon tré thé nao? Méng chac phai 1én
bay r6i dy nhi? Bao Chudt 1a t61 gui 10i chao nhé.”

Schneiderman pha 1én cwoi.

“Thé con ho thi sao?” Toi hoi. “Téi da doc ¢ dau @6
rang mai sau ndy trong tén mdi ¢6 ho.”

Thay Dahari va ltamar ciing 1én tiéng dinh tra 1o
nhung r6i ca hai ding lai, cuoi lung ting. Itamar dua
tay vé phia vi gido si mdi 6ng ndi trude.

“Ngay trudc,” éng bat ddu, “dé phan biét hai nguoi
cung tén thi nguoi ta cho thém tén chia ngudi cha vao.
David sé dugc goi la David Ben-Yishai (David, con trai
cua Yishai), Solomon Ben-David (Solomon, con trai cha
David) hay Joshua Ben-Nun (Joshua, con trai cua Nun).
D6 chinh 14 ho. M6t cach khac nita dé xac dinh mot ca
nhan la cho thém qué quan vao tén goi, nhu 1a Aryeh ¢
Hittite hay Elijah & Tisbi ching han. Ngay nay, nhitng
ho di theo tén trd nén phd bién la do cude séng ¢ thanh
thi. Tai mdt thanh ph6 lon vai hang triéu nguoi thi rat
khé d€ nguoi ta biét vé nhau nhu & laing qué. Vi thé
nguoi ta can dén mot biét danh bd sung d€ phan biét
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ngudi nay voi ngudi kia,” Ong giai thich. “Ho xuat phat
t&r nhirng ngudén khac nhau nhw nghé nghiép hay dia vi
ca nhan. Ly vi du v& nghé nghiép nhé.” Vi gido si ngam
nghi mot lat.

“Trong cfng dong nguoi Do Thai Sephardic, ¢d
nhirng cai tén nhu Abulafya ¢6 nghia la nha vat ly hoc,
Helphon - nguot d6i tién, Dayan ~ thim phan, Kimchi -
chu 10 bot, con nhiéu nhiéu nira.”

“Thé con dia vi xa hdi thi sao”” Itzik hoi.

“U, nhitng ho nhur 12 Katan (bé nho) hay Bueno (tot),”
ong gidi thich. “Khi ngudi Do Thai bi day khoi nhitng
noi khac nhau, mét s6 ngudi cing 13y tén ciia noi do.
Thé nén chiing ta md&i ¢d nhitng ho nhu Alkalia — ti
thanh phé Ecola, Tay Ban Nha. Spinoza — tir Espinosa,
Toldeno - ti Toledo, Tzan’ani — tir Tzan’a ¢ Yemen.”

“Thé& con nhirng ho kiéu chau Au ctia ngudi Do Thai
Ashkenazi nhu Rosenbaum hay Goldsmith thi sao?”
Itzik lai hoi.

Vi giao si chi vao Itamar. “Toi xin chuyén cau hoi nay
cho mot nguoi Ashkenazi tra 101.”

“Tét chi ba phan tu Ashkenazi thdi,” Itamar thira
nhan, “nhung tai biét cau tra 1oi cho cau hai do.

“Cling twong tu nhu thé thoi, nhung dén tan thé ky
XVIII nguoti Ashkenazi mdi phat trién ho. V& co ban,
nguoi ta budc phai thém ho vao tén minh. Trudc thoi
gian do, chi trir mét s8 trweong hop ngoai 1€ con tén nguoi
cha van duoc dung lam ho, nhu ta da noi khi nay.”
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“Tai sao lai thé?” Jerome ngat 16i. “Sao ho khong
mudn ¢cé mét cai ho thuce su cha?”

Itamar xé mdt goi duong bo vao tach ca phé, khudy nhe.

“Ho thdy thoai mai. D4 1a mét cach dé dang dé khong
lot vao con mit do xét ciia nhimng ké thich t&n céng ho,”
ciu ta giai thich. “Cho dén khi ¢6 ngum mudn hé thong
hoa moi thit. Viéc nay bt diu tir sic 16nh cia Joseph I,
vua nwrdc Ao vaoc nam 1787. Mét dao luat nira vao nam
1809 1ap lai ¥ twdng twong tir. Ca hai chi du nay déu bét
nguoi dan Do Thai & Franfurt va Baden phai ¢é ho nhu
o Phap, Grusia va Nga.

“Muc dich ctia cac nha chite trich 1a t8 chite dan s&
nhim thu thud vi thuc hién ché& d6é quan dich véi ngui
Do Théi. Hay néi cdch khac la kiém tién tr ngudi Do Thai.
Ngurdi ¢ tén duoc coi la ‘hay’ hon thi phai tra nhiéu tién
hon, con nguoi ¢ tén “xau’ hon thi phai tra it hon!”

“Tén thé nao thi duoc goi la hay?” toi thic mic.

“Rosenthal, Diamon, Edelstein. Nhung dang cha v lai
la nhirng cai tén durge coi 13 thudce tang 16p thap,” ciu ta
cuol, “D6 la nhitng cai tén duoc tao ra ty bd nao bién
thai, xau xa ctia bon quan chitc chinth phu theo tu tudng
bai Do Thai. Eselkopf (d&u lira), Schmaltz (mé& ga),
Wormbrandt (d6t siu), Borgenitcht {ding mugn)...
ung la khong €6 gidi han nao cho bon bat lwong! O
Hungary Chang han, ngudi Do Thai dirge chia thanh bén
nhom, moi nhém phai mang mét ho & dinh: Weiss
(tréng), Schwartz (den), Klein (nho), Gross (Iém). The
day!” Cau ta to rd su ghé tom va phin ng.
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“Doi mdt gidy ndo,” Jerome ngat loi “Thé’
Schwartzenegger ¢ nghia la gi?”

“Nguoi da den,” Itamar tra 1oi.

jerome sing so. “Ngudi da den 4?!... Troi, theé' ma to
i nghi phai té hon &y chir. Ho ¢6 thé goi anh ta la
‘ngudi da den trang’ — Weissenager.” Hin cuoi toe toét.

“Dir sa0, ngudi Do Thai Ashkenazi cting c6 du noi va
da thoi gian d€ chon cho minh mét ho tén tir nhiéu
ngudn khac nhau, gidng nhu nguodi Do Thai Sephardic
viy. Chang han nhu, Becker (tho lam banh), Schreiber
(nha vin), Fleischer (nguoi béan thit), Farber (hoa si),
Singer (ca si)...”

“D6i khi, cing mét ho nhung o cac nuac khac nhau
lai c6 su thay d6i - Itzik c6 thé 1a Issac, Ben-Avraham
& Dirc sé la Abramson ching han. Co nhitng ho
Ashkenazi xuét phat tit nhitng dia danh o chau Au
nhi Berlinski tir Berlin, Pollack t&r Phan Lan, Litbeck
tir Lithuania...”

“Va Schwartzenegger tit Zimbabwe,” Jerome b3 sung.

“Ho mang tinh chat miéu ta cha nguoi Ashkenazi thi
c6,” Ttamar cudi va ndi tiép, “Kurtz (thip), Langer (dai),
Weiss (tring), Geller (vang)...”

“Va Schwartzenegger...” Jerome nhac lai, thich thu
v&i tro dua mdi cua han.

“Va Schwartzenegger nira,” Itamar ndi bang giong
chiu thua va nhap mot ngum nuwdc.
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“Nhung cing véi nha nurdc Israel hién dai, nguoi Do
Thai bit dfu déi tén minh trd vé tiéhg Do Thai,” Ttzik néi.

“Dung la mét s§ nguoi bat ddu dich tén minh ra
tiéng Do Théi,” Itamar xac nhan. ”Ché’mg han, David
Greene trod thanh David Ben-Gurion, Vladimir
Jabotinski tr¢ thanh Zeev Jabotinski (mdt trong nhiing
nguoi séng ldp ra nha nuéc Israel), Eliezar Pearlman
tro thanh Eliezar Ben-Yehuda (ngueoi sang tao ra tiéng
Do Thai hién dai}. Chi cé mét s& it cic nha lanh dao
khong chiu thay dai tén.”

“Nhan tién, co ai biét ho nao dai nhat trong tiéng Do
Thai khong?” Ttamar héi chiing t6i.

“Schwartzenegger,” Jerome nhanh nhau néi luén.

“Khéng ding rdi, xin Binhé. Do la Katzenellenbogen.”

“Co nghia I gi?” vi gido si hoi.

“Khuyu chan meo,” Itamar cwoi. “Ho nay xuét phat
tir ‘Katimelbochi,” mét tinh ctia nude Phé & Hes-Nasau.”

Fabio d€ y thdy tich cua moi ngudi déu sip can ca
nén goi c6 gai bdi ban. “Ai muén diing thém mét tuan ca
phé nita nan?” anh ta néi to.

Al clng gio tay, trir vi gido si va dng goi mot tich tra
Hawayage nira.

“Moi ngudi biét khong, c& mét ciu chuyén cudi lién
quan dén nhitng cai tén day,” Jerome dira ching toi trG
lai chit d€ thao ludn. “Co mbt gido si dang kinh dén
thim truong hoc. Mot cd bé cd gay sur chu v va goi to,
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‘Jacob... Jacob...” Hiéu truong thiy vay ben noi véi o bé,
‘Rebecca a, con khong duoc goi thay Ja Jaceb. Nhu thé' la
bat kinh. Con phai goi thdy 12 Rabbi Cohen.” Liic nay thi
vi gido s1 da d¢'y dén c6 bé. ‘Tro goi ta a? Tro co gl mudn
ndi voi ta sao, cd bé dang yéu? Co bé ding thing 1én,
chip hai tay ra sau lung va néi, ‘Rabbi Cohen ciling 1a
tén em trai con a.””

Hai nguoi khach du lich md héi dam dia budc vao
quin va ngdi xudng chide ban ngay sit chiéc quat.
Ngudi phu nit bo kinh ram ra va dét no xudng t& ban do
vura 1ay trong tui ra.

“Vay, néu toi hidu khong nham thi néu mudn ghi nhé
tén moi ngudi, tdi can phai gan cho cai &én dé mot v
nghia nao d6 va két noi y nghia d6 dén con ngudi o
triedc mit minh, ddang khong?” Jerome két ludn.

St_t sang subt ctia khuén mjt va tim hén

Vi gido si cham rai dua tay vudt bo rau va nhin ra
xung quanh. D€ y thdy moi con mét dang chim chu
nhin minh chd doi mdt cau tra 101, dng bit dau.

“Mdi nguedt ¢6 mot tdm hon déc biét va doc nhat. Mbi
nguoi c& mét nhan cach tir boe 16 qua khudn mét va co
thé: Cé nguoi tot, ké xdu, nguroi binh tinh, ké nong nay,
nguoi cao, ngudi thap, nguoi béo, ngudi gay, ngudi xinh
dep, ngudi khéng-xinh-dep-lam...” Vi gido si cdn trong
lira chon ti ngir.
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“Va dimg quén nhiing ddc diém ciia ngudi Do Thai,”
Jerome nhan xét. "M to, tai vénh...”

“Theo khuén mau ciia nhiing ké bai Do Thii thi dung
la vdy,” vi gido s néi va nhin chdm chim vao chang toL.
“Ngoai t0i ra thi toi ching thay ai ¢ ddy ¢6 miii to bat
thuirong ca. N6t thit, mot vai ngudi con tréng khong gidng
ngudi Do Théi lim.” Ong nhin i r8i chuyén sang Fabio.

“Tét nhién, d6 chi 1a sy khéi quat théi. Du nhitng ké
bai Do Thai c6 néi gi thi cling c6 rat nhidu nguoi Do
Thai wa nhin. Chéng han, Dtc vua David ¢ d6i mét rat
dep. Thay David Rosen, gido si trudng cua Ai-len trong
thoi gian dai, dwoc coi 1a kha dep. Noi ngén gon, chung
ta dau cd thiéu nhirng nguoi dep.”

“Xin 161 mbt phut,” Jerome lich su ngat 1oi, “nhung
moi nguoi vira lam t6i nhé dén mot ciu chuyén cwedi ma
toi rat mudn ké.”

“Vay, cau ké di.” Vi gido si cudi va ra hiéu cho
ferome. “Téi da hidu dugc tim quan trong ctia viéc ké
chuyén cuoi véi cau réi. Cau mang trong minh mot s
buce bich phai giai phéng khiéu hai hurde ra bén ngoai.”

“Cam on thay.”

“Mot phu nit ngdi trén mdy bay canh mét anh chang.
Ba ta a nhin chdm chim anh nay may lan lién cho dén
khi khéng kiém ché& duoc niva. Ba ta quay sang va néi,
"Anh la ngudi Do Théi, phai khéng?” Anh ta lich s mim
cudt va lac dau. ‘Thuc su la khéng. Téi khong phai 13
nguoi Do Thdi” Ngudi phu nir quay tré lai véi to tap chi
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nhung chi ndm phit sau lai quay sang ngudi ngdi canh.
‘Anh ¢6 chic anh khéng phai 1a nguét Do Thai khong?”
‘Chéc chit” Khéng ddy hai phut tréi qua, nguoi phu nir
lai hoi 18n nita. ‘Co that anh khong phai la nguoi Do
Théai khong, hay chi la anh khong mudn thira nhin diéu
d6?” Anh nay, du di hoi buc minh rdi nhung van giit
binh tinh. “That, t&i khong phai la ngudi Do Thai. Téi
theo dao Tin lanh.” Du da nhén dugc cau tra loi 4o,
trong ba tiéhg tiép theo, ngudi phu nit van khong d€ cho
anh ta yén, lién tuc qudy rdy anh ta v& viéc anh ta c6
phai 1a nguoi Do Thai khong. Cudi ciing, anh ta cau. “Ba
biét sao khéng? Ba néi diing ddy. Toi la ngudi Do Thai.
T6t 161 chit ha?” Ngudi phu nir dit to bdo xudng va dich
gdn vao nguoi bén canh. ‘Dl vdy, la that. Trong anh
ching Do Théi chat nao!™”

Tat ca chiing t6i pha 1én cudi. Ngay ca Itamar cing
dap tay xudng ban cudi ngat nghéo.

“THi xin 18,7 Jerome noi voi vi gido si. “Xin cu
ti€p tuc.”

“Nhu ta da biét,” vi gido si bét dau, “co ban la phai
tao durge mdi lien két gitra tén clia mot ngudi va dién
mao cua nguoi do. Dign mao thé chat, hay c6 1é quan
trong hon la dién mao clia tam hon, 1a y thic vé tinh
cach vi &n tuong nd tao ra. Cac nha hién triét da phan
thanh bén nhém: nhitng ngudi ¢6 tén dep lam nhitng
diéu t6t dep; nhimg ngudi ¢6 tén x&u lam nhitng diéu
x&u xa; nhitng ngudi tén dep nhung lam nhing diéu
x&u xa; nhitng ngudi tén xau nhung lam nhimg diéu tot
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dep. N&i cach khac, 6 hai kha ndng xay ra: Tén cé thé
hop hodc khang hop véi nguoi mang tén do.” Ong nga
nguoi ra phia sau, bt chéo chan va suy nghi xem nén
nai gi tiép.

“Khi ta gdp mot ai do, diéu diu tién ta can chil y dén
chinh la tén nguoi do. Diéu thit hai la nhin nguoi ta gip
va xem &n tugng cua ta vé nguoi dé ra sao. Lan dau tien
nhin, tréng ¢ ta hay anh ta thé' nao? Hoa nha, néng tinh
mot nguoi hay cudi hay mét nguedi xao quyét... Ta nén
ludn tur hoi minh r%mg, “Sao nguedi d6 lai ¢6 tén nhuw the?

r

(ai tén co ph hop véi &n tirong ngudi d6 tao nén hay
khdng?" Quan trong nhat la cai tén d6 phu hop, hay
khong phit hop, voi ban than con ngudi dé ¢ khia canh
nao?” dng giai thich. “Khudn mat cira mét con ngudi tra
161 rdt nhiéu cau hoi vé& con ngudi dé, trong d6 cé cau
hoi vé viée cai tén ¢é phit hop vdéi ngudi d6 khoéng.”

“Thay c6 thé 18y vi du nao d6 thuce t& hon mét chiit
dugc khong?” Jerome dé nghi.

Vi gido si ngdm nghi mot lat roi tra 1oi. “Gia st cau
gap ong Melamed, mét ngudi ¢6 khudén mit cdu kinh.
Tén "Melamed’ trong tiéng Do Thai c6 nghia la gido vién.
Li¢u mét nguoi tréng lic nao cting khd chju nhur thé cd
phai la mét gido vién t6t khéng? T6i khdng dam chic 1dm
dau. Trong tinh huéng nay cau cé thé néi véi chinh minh
rzﬁhg ¢6 18 ong Melamed mang khudn mit ciu kinh nhur
vay la boi vi 6ng ta ghét nghé gido. Lan sau gip ong ta,
cau sé nho réng cdu da gdp nguoi co khudn mat cau ¢é
d6 va cau sé ty bao minh, ‘Néu ong ta dé lai mét an
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tuong kho chiu nhie vay thi diéu nay c6 lién heé gi voi ten
éng ta khong nhi?”” Ong dua tay gai gai trdn r6i mdi tra
101 cau hoi minh vira dua ra. “Al Ong ta cau ¢6 boi vi Ong
ta phai day bon tré! Bung rdi... tén 6ng ta 1a Melamed!”

“Thé lam sao toi nhd dugc tén Josik, 1a Joseph Hayim
dy?” Jerome curoi voi cdu sinh vién.

“Q, tuy cau thoi,” vi gido si tra loi than trong. “Cau ¢
an twong gi v€ cau ay khong?”

Jerome nhin chim chim viao ciu sinh vién ldc nay
dang hoi lung ting vi trong tam cua cudc doi thoat da
chuyén vé& phia minh.

“CAu Ay 1a modt nguodi cd mot trai tim dep, mot nguoi
thong minh va tha vi. Cau iy co tri tuong tirgng phong
phi, mdt tri tudng tuong thuc su gitip toi rat nhiéu.
Nghi vé diéu nay, tdi cho ring cdu dy da mang dén cho
t6i mdt mon qua cuc ky quy gid. Cau dy da lam cho cude
stmg cla toi trong sudt nhitng ngay thi tot nghiép tro
nén dé dang va bét cing thdng hon bing viéc chia s€ véi
t5i nhitng phuong phap ghi nhé cua cdu dy.” Hin gat
dau vé phia cau sinh vién. “Cam on nhiéu, Josik.”

“Viy, cau cd thé ndi rang cau &y di c6 anh hwong tich
cue dén cude séng clia cdu,” vi gido s tém tat nhing
* diéu Jerome noi.
“Dﬁng Vay-”
“Thure t&, tham chi co thé néi ring cau ay da dern dén
cho cudce song ctia cdu mot difu gi do, dung khong?”
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“Chinh xac!”

“Vay trong tiéng Do Thai thi ‘mang dén cudc song’ la
gi? Joseph (mang dén thém) Hayim (cude s6ng)!”

Jerome nhiu may nghi vé 1&i ng. R3i hdn dip hai ban
tay vao nhau. “Joseph Hayim! Thit déng kinh ngac! Cai
tén con hon ca phu hop nita. N6 thit... hoan hao!”

“Thay cling néi rang ching ta nén tao ra m&i lién két
gilta tén nguoi va dién mao bén ngoai chia nguoi dé,”
Itzik nhéc.

“Q). T6i Jam thé sudt ma,” Fabio lén tiéng. “Lin ddu
tién thdy George Bush trén TV, toi da lap tic chit y dén
mai téc clia ong ta. T6i nghi trong nd hoi ram rap hon
murc binh thuong®.” Anh ta dua tay vong vong quanh
dau ¢é dién ta ¥ minh.

“Mot vi du rat hay,” vi gido si nhan xét. “Nhung khong
can phai &y ngudi ndi tiéng thé. Jerome da timg 14y mot vi
du cyc ky hay vé tén cau day.” Ong chi vao Itzik.

“Toi 4?7 Itzik cuee ky ngac nhién.

“Cau cé nhd cdu da goi Itzik 1a gi khong? Itzik ‘Dién
vién’ Ben-David.”

“Qa!” Téi mim cudi. “Ttzik Dién vién.” T6i nhin anh
chang. “Pung that.”

“Nhung ciling khong can thiét phai lién hé tén vadi vé
bé ngoai néi chung,” vi gido si tiép tuc. “Cau co thé tap

% {George) Bush o6 nghia 12 bui ¢y, nguyén ban dimng tir bushy cé nghia
12 rdm rap.
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trung vao nhitng dic diém cu thé. C6 cau ndi thé nay,
‘sw sang sudt cua mdt con nguoi lam cho khudn mat
nguoi do bung sang,” cd nghia la anh sang sé phat ra tir
d6i mat, phan chiéu tir cii tran va bimg 1én trong nu
crol. Hay chu y dén su tuong quan gilra dién mao
khudn mat va nhiing tinh cach ca nhan.

“Cai tran clla mét ngudi ¢d thé 1a dau hiéu bidu hién
su ding cam, quyét tim va sic ma

,” Ong ndi thém,
“Khudén mit manh mé... cai tran manh mé. Pic vua
David da miéu ta nhiing ngwoi phlt hop véi chién trin la
nhitng nguoi ¢o ‘khudn mét giéng nhir mat cta nhiing vi
chia son 1am.” O day cling viy, nd mudn am chi mét
khudn mét can truong tran day stic manh. Cau da thay
minh c6 thé biét dwoc nhidu diéu tir khudn mat chura?”

“T6i thi tin rdng d6i mét 14 thit phan chiéu con ngudi
ro nhat,” Itamar nhin xét.

“Anh noi ding,” Lisa tan thanh. “Dot mét ¢ thé cho
ta biét con nguoi dé ¢d mat trai tim am ap va hao phong
hay mot trai tim x&u xa, day sy khinh bi, miét thi va
hin hoc.”

“No&i tom lai,” vi gido si tiép loi. “Néu Ori ¢6 mét doi
mat dep, ta c6 thé thay dnh sdng chiéu rgi trong d6. Néu
Ori ¢6 mot ddi mit u 81, ¢d nghia 1a 4nh sang ma cha
me anh ta 43 mang dén cho anh ta trong cai tén da ra
khoi cude doi anh ta,” ong giai thich.

“Néu Melody ¢ giong ndi ngot ngao, dé chiu,” Itzik
ndi, “co 4y ¢6 thé 1a mt ca si. C6 nghia la, Melody luc
nao ciing ngan nga nhiing giai diéu.”



Khuén mat thién than 371

“Rose cao va téc ngan,” Itamar bat ra. “Vay lam sao
& nhé ra tén cb 4y.”

Vi gido si nhin Jerome. “Cé y twdng ndo khong?”

“T6i hinh dung ¢6 4y mang mdt vong hoa héng trén
déu. Thit nhat, vong hoa nay sé swdi 4m ddu cb &y... ma
cb Ay rat can hoi 4m d6 bdi vi nhu ciu noi, toc o Ay
ngén ma. Th hai, cd &y cao, long ldy, ryc rd, nhe mét
nir hoang vay,” Jerome miéu ta. “D¢6 12 ly do vi sao ¢b Ay
dugc mang vong hoa hdng trén dau, nhu kiéu mot chiée
vurong mién vay.”

“Thé con nhitng cai tén khéng phai Do Thai thi sao?”
Itamar néu ra mét cdu hoi ¢6 vé con kho hon.

Peter, Paul va Ma.ry

“Al” Cu sinh vién dung dua ngén tay. “Téi vin hay
lam thé nay. Néu t6i khong biét nghia cha cai tén d6,
nhu trong trirong hop tén ‘Jerome’ chidng han, ti s& tim
mot tir hodc twong tur cdi tén nghe 6 vé la d6 hoidc ¢
the gitip t6i nhd dén cai tén d6,” ciu giai thich.

Jerome nhin Schneiderman béi r6i, to mo khong biét
s0 phan cai tén cia minh ra sao.

“V6i toi, tén Jerome khién t6i nhé dén tir ‘gram,”
Schneiderman néi. “Jerome - gram. Anh c6 thiy su
gidng nhau & day khong?” cau ta héi, cho doi mot su
dong tinh.

“Téi thay kha hop ly,” Itzik khéng dinh.



372 TRITUEDOTHAI

“Tai sa0?” ciu sinh vién hoi.

“Vi cdu ta qua gdy,” Itzik cwoi khic khich. “Trong
cau ta nhu thé can ning chi tinh bing gram thoi ay.”

“Chinh xac!” ciu sinh vién thét 1én ddy phan khich.
“Toi ciing nghi y nhu thé.”

Jerome nhin ca hai nguoi, khuén mat chang biéu 16
cam xtc gi hét. Mot lic sau, han mim cuwdi va chi vao
cdu sinh vién.

“Xem ai dang noi kia!” hin kéu 1én. “Cau con thap
hon, gy hon ca toi. “Dang 18 ra cau phai ddi tén thanh
‘tdng can’ moi dung,

“Khéng ¢6 gi dau ma, Jerome,” tdi noi va vb vai hin,
mic du tdi thira biét la han chang nghiém trong hoa viéc
choi chi dau.

“Khéng ¢6 gi ha?” han nhéc lai. “The chinh xdc thi t&
nén nghi thé'nao ha?”

“Ngudi ta thuromg 6 mdy khi biét nguedi khac nho tén
minh bing cach nao dau, cho di1 cach d6 ¢6 16 bich dén
chimg nao di nita. Va di€u d6 cling dau c6 anh huong gi
dén méi quan hé ctia ching ta,” toi giai thich. “Ciu biét
bon t& [udn yéu quy cdu ma,” téi noéi thém, “cho di thuc
t&'1a ciu gdy nhom, cao nghéu va ciu ludn mic ao ki€u
ngurot Puerto Rico di nlra.”

Lisa bum miéng lai ¢& khong bét cudi thanh tiéng. RS
rang c6 ay cing co y nghi tirong tw vé thoi trang cua
Jerome.
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“C6 gl budn cwdi ch?” hdn hoi va mim cudi bidt y.

“Nhung ciu biét khéng, té phai céng nhan [a ho caa
cau rat hop vdi ciu,” Itamar ngét 16i. “Zomer trong
tiéng Ptrc c6 nghia 1a ‘mua he,”” ciu ta giai thich. “Va di
nhién, ciu la hoang d€ ctia nhiing chiéc 4o phéng mua
he roi.”

Jerome gat gu hai long. “Cuéi ciing, ciing ¢6 nguoi
noi tot vé to.”

Lugt d6 udng tiép theo duoc mang ra trén mét chiéc
khay lon. C6 gai boi ban cin than phan phét cho timg
nguoi mot,

Jerome 1dy mét tép danh thiép ra khéi tii. Hin nhin
Cai trén cling. “Jim Peterson. Lam sao d€ nhé mét cdi tén
nhu Jim Peterson dwroc day?”

“Tuong tirong anh ta dang lai mét chiée jeep sép hét
xang.” Tol mifu ta ngay hinh anh via chot xuat hién
trong dau minh. “Jim - jeep, Peterson — hét xang3.”

Jerome nhin t&m danh thiép thit hai. “Bernard
Benedict.”

“O, cdi nay d& ma,” t6i tra 11 ngay. “Mdt con cho St
Bernard treo mét chai Benedictine lung ldng & ¢8.”

* “Hay ddy,” hdn nhin xét ri chuyén sang tim danh
thiép tiép theo.

# Peter out: hét xang.
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“Bill Gardener,” hin ndi va ra hiéu ré’mg hin muén tw
minh thir cai tén nay. “Td sé tuong tuwong ra mot ngudi
lam vuwon dang cam cui trong vuon cung cuyu tong
thong Bill Clinton*. Ho ¢ nhiéu thdi gian, tha hé &
ngoai d6, nhat la Clinton.”

“Jose-Leon Margal,” Jerome doc cai tén in trén tim
danh thiép va tiép tuc ra hiéu mudn thir. “Jose nghe hoi
gidng hose (bit tat). Leon gidng su tir (lion). Margal thi
nghe nhu marble (da hoa),” h&n néu ra mot loat. ”Ong ta
dung mot cai bit tat dé hudn luyén mot con su tu git
thing bang trén ¢4 hoa.”

“Tuyét voi,” Itzik thot 1én, 6 rang rdt thich thd su
twdng tugng cla Jerome.

“Toi $& mang bit tat va da hoa nhé. Con cdu chiu
trach nhiém vé con su t, duge chit?” Jerome nodi véi
Hevrutah cia minh. “Mang hai con voi va mdt con té
gidc nira, néu xe ciu con du chd.”

“Nay, toi xin 16i,” Itamar ngét 16i. “Nhung du 6
ging hét sirc, toi ciing khong thé tao dugc mdi lién hé
gitra tén clia mot ngudi va mot 46 vat nao d6. Hoan toan
ching c6 gi xudt hién trong dau t6i ¢a,” cau ta thira nhan.

Schneiderman nhun vai. “Tdi khéng biét phat ndi gi
véi anh,” ciu xin 16i.

That may, vi gido si lai d& duoc cho cdu phan nay.

# Gardener: ngudi lam vuon.
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leang Plu’lp nickname

“Ta 6 thé nghi ra mdt nickname, mot cai tén ¢d thé miéu
ta duoc nguoi do, va thém vao tén anh ta,” ong giai thich.
“Tir thoi Talmud, nguoi ta da bat dau lam thé, cd nhimg cai
tén nhu: Hillel Gia, Zeira Tré, Abba Dai, Samuel Bé...”

“Thon d6, tham chi con ¢6 ca nhitng nickname nhw
Mat dd,” Schneiderman bd sung. “Nickname nay duroc
duing cho nhiing ngudi c6 lan da hoi do... nhur t6i.”

“Toi hi€u rdi,” Itamar ndi. “Viy ta 6 thé goi la Itzik
To, Fabio Khau, thdy Dahari Thong thai, Jerome...” ciu
ta dirng lai, khong biét ¢ nén noi tiép hay khéng.

“Jerome Nguwoi chién thé'ing,” cau ta tiép tuc, giong rat
nghiém tac.

M3t Jerome gin nhw nhay ra khoi trong vi ngac nhién,
r6i mit hdn chuyén hoi tmg héng nhu thé 161 khen day
uy lirc ma hin vita nhin dugc da tiép thém sitc manh
cho hin vay.

“Jerome Nguoi chién thing,” thi nhic lai va vd vai
han. “Té sé dung thit hai sau cdu.” Nhén xét cua toi
cling lam han ng& ngang. Tai tw hdt minh sao khong néi
di€u gi d6 tich cuc vé hin mot 14n.

Ten va nln’mg chir c4i diu

“Con mét cach nira,” Schneiderman lén tiéng. “Biéu
tuong, gidng nhu nhitng tir viét tat ay.”
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“Tén viét tat ha?” Ttzik hoi.

“Dung vay. Nhir Rambam chang han. N6 tuong
trieng cho Rabbi Moses Ben-Maimon. Hay Rashi — Rabbi
Shlomo Itzhaki. Ralbag - Rabbi Levy Ben-Gershon.
Rashal - Rabbi Shlomo Luria...”

“Ramad,” Jerome b0 sung.
“Ramad a?” ¢iu sinh vién hoi lai.
“Rabbi Menashe Dahari,” han chi vao vi giao si.

“Tét,” vi giao si gat ddu, du rd rang éng khoéng thich
su chi y chuyén sang phia minh.

“Con ¢6 Ibad nira,” toi ndi thém. “Itzik Ben-David.”

“Jaz,” Itamar b sung. “Jerome Zomer.”

“Té 1a mot fan nhac Jazz ddy,” Jerome binh luan.

“Diéu nay lam t6i nhd dén mot cdu chuyén,” toi ndi.
“Co lan toi gdp mot nguoi Do Thai rit tot bung tén la
Jacob Schwartz. Anh 4y nhd tén ngurdi bang cach bién tén
ngudi d6 thanh nhitng chir viét tdt miéu & tinh cach.
Nhu héi & quin d6i, anh phuc vu mét nguodi tén la Jack.
Jacob miéu ta Jack la ngwoi t6t, hoi ling xang mét chat va
thinh thoang con lam nhimg chuyén ngd ngdn. Thé nén,
Jacob chuyén tén ctia-anh ta thanh Jovial And Crazy Kid
(cau bé vui vé va khung khung). D6 la cach Jacob nhd
dugc tén anh ta. Mot nguoi khac tén la Brian, ga nay la
mdt tén ngdc xit, luc nao ciing vi pham quy dinh r6i tham
chi co vai 1an con day dwa dén phdp luit nira. Vi thé, ga
rat thich hop véi cii tén Breaks Rules Intentionally
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Always Naughty (c§ tinh vi pham quy dinh, lic nao ciing
pha 16i). Con mét nguai tén Tim thi lai trai nguoc hoan
toan voi Brian. Tim la nguedi ludn ludn tich cuc, chimg to
nang luc lanh dao 6t, va tinh co lai 1a mét ngudi kha cao.
Vay nén, Jacob chuyén tén anh ta thanh Tall Intelligent
Motivated (cao thdng minh tich cuc).”

“Mot phuong phép rét thi vi,” vi gido si nhén xét.

“Thé" thi Itamar s& 1a Intelligent Talker Always
Making All Right (dién gia théng minh ludn giai quyét
duoc moi chuyén),” Jerome dua ra y kién.

Itamar gat dau, hai long véi tir viét tit cia tén minh.
“T6 chdp nhan cau nay.”

Mot cdp nira budce vao sin nhung toi lai quay di ngay
va chon cho ng6i bén trong, noi 6 diéu hoa.

“Cau ndi hay nhat vé viéc nhé tén nguoi 1a trong
cudn Brachot. ‘Mot nguoi khong bao gidr nén tir biét ban
minh ma khéng dé lai mdt ciu noi sang sudt, boi vi dé la
cach ma ho sé€ nh¢ dén ban.” Téi nghi dén 14 mét cach rat
hiéu qua d€ nho ngueoi,” Schneiderman noi. “Khéng
duoc d& mét nguoi cir thé ma di. Khi nguoi dé di, hay
cho nguodi dé mot thir gi d6 dé gitp ho nhd vé ta va
giup ta nhé vé ho. Néi cach khéc, thay vi ciu néi don
gian, ‘V& nhé, di cdn than,” hdy chia tay bang mét cach
khac — mét cach d6c dao va gay si chu y hon.”

“Hay, ¢6 thé ndi,” Itamar phat trién thém diu vira
dugc nghe, “thay vi chao tam biét tat cA moi nguoi cung
mét cach nhu nhau, ta cin chae moéi nguodi bang mot
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cach riéng... mot cach that dic biét va dic trung ddi voi
nguoi do. Tam biét nhau b:fmg mot 101 chitc, mét cau cau
nguyén, mét didu gi d6 co thé phan anh duoc sy twong
tac gitra hai ngudi; mot diéu chi lién quan dén hai nguoi
v sé nhic ca hai nguoi nhé vé nhau.”

“Dung vay,” vi gido si xac nhan. “Ta phai tim ra mot
diém chung ctia hai ngudi, mot diéu lién quan dén adn
tuong ma ngudi do tao nén... noi cach khéc, ta phai tim
duge mot thir gi d6 khiéh ta nhd dén con ngueoi do, chi con
ngudi d6 thdi chit khdng phai bat c ngueoi nao khae.”

Itamar, nhu thudng 18, lai 18y mét to gidy ra va tém
tit nhitng di€u chiing tbi da thao luan ngay hom do:

Cht y dén nhiing ci tén

Quan tim dén mét ca nhian nio d6 va nhan thirc
dwoge An tegng ma ngudi do de lai.

Tim ra méi lién hé giita tén nguoi va ngoai hinh,
tinh cach nguwoi do.

Thém nickname vao tén nguwoi.

Chuyén tén ngudi thanh mét tir viét tit miéu ta
nhitng dic trung ciia ngudi do.

Tam biét mbi nguoi bang mét cach doc dao va dic
biét riéng.

Café Ladino bat dau déng khach. Déi ngii nhén vién
ctia Fabio lam viée dudi strc ép vé s§ luong khach kha
hiéu qua. Mac du Fabio cham chil quan séat tinh hinh
nhung anh ta khong hé roi khoi ghé' dé giup mot tay.
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Thure ra, anh ta 6 dung day mét 1an nhung khéng phai
dé'lo viéc ma béi vi ¢d mot diéu dang kinh ngac bat chot
xay ra...

Gén cubi budi ty tip cta ching téi, vi gido s1 d€ nghi
Jerome nhic lai quy trinh hang hoda cia hin tir lic bt
dau cho dén khi xuat hién trong cc cita hang,

“Vay thing 9 la nhitng chiéc 4o di sin sang phai
khong? Réi dén thang 10, ciu s8 phan phdi chiing?” éng
noi lai.

“Dén thang 11, ching sé duwgc ban trong cic cia
hiéu,” Jerome tiép loi, “roi thang 12, sé c6 mot chién dich
quang cao bd suru tdp muia dong. Dén miia xuén, quy
trinh [&p lai, nhung sé 1a bo suu tap he. Phai dén thang 7
ndm sau thanh céng méi dugc dam bao.”

Vi giao s1 ngac nhién, “Sao... cdu dam ndi chic vay?”
ong hoi. '

“Bd&i vi néu moi chuyén suén se, dén thang 7 t61 sé 1a
maot hombre rico,” han cudi cudi va tra 1oi.

“MOot nguoi giau ¢6,” t6i dich.

Vi gido si ¢6 vé hoi xau hd. “Tét r8i... that vui khi
nghe cau lac quan nhir vay.”

Jerome nthin 6ng va nd mot nu cwodi khé hidu. Khéng
phai kiéu toe toét ma cing khdng phai kidu diia cot. Nu
cudi todt 1én sy nghiém tdc va ty tin. “Thay dang kinh a,
t0i khong noéi dén viée kinh doanh.”
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Vi gido si nhiu may. “Khéng sao? Thé cau ndéi dén
didu gi?”

“Mét dieu vi dai hon nhiéu.”

T4t ca ching t6i, ca nhing ngudi da biét Jerome kha
rd, déu dang ¢ hiéu xem hin néi vé cai gi. ¥ mot mit
nao do, ¢6 1& chiing 81 phai biét ¥ hdn 13 gi, nhan thay
nhing diéu dang xay ra, nhung chiing t6i vin giir im
ling, hoan toan sung sot.

Jerome quay sang nhin Lisa. M&t hén diu dang va
chan chita yéu thuong. Han nhe nhang cAm ban tay c6
gai, nam chat va noi, van khong roi mit khoi ¢6, “Tbi sé
1& mot ngudi gidu oo, thdy than mén a, cho dit doanh thu
kinh doanh ciia tdi ¢6 1a bao nhiéu di ching nira.” Han
quay lai v& nhin chiing t8i, nhitng ngudi ban than thiét,
khéng noi mot 1oi nao.

“Chiing t6i quyét dinh sé& két hén,” Lisa tuyén bo,
mét ¢6 hoi long lanh, mét giot nirdc mét hanh phuc 14p
lanh trén khée mi.

Chung t6i sitng s0 dén mirc ngdi chét lang & d6 mot
lic nita. Fabio 1a ngudi dau tién 1én tiéng pha vo sy im
ling. Anh ta dung day, dm Jerome va hon lén ma hén.

“Mazal Tov!” ching t6i dong thanh reo lén, ting
ngudi ding day, vé simg sot ltc triede hoan toan tan bien.

Fabio v6 tay hai 1&n d€ goi boi ban.

“Nhanh én,” anh ta gao lén. “Pem ngay ra day mot

chai ruou that hio hang dudi ting him. Tim chai nao
trong bd swru tap tit ndm 1985 dy,” anh ta goi.
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“Oi, anh bi qua khich r6i d&y, Fabiolto,” Jerome tréu.
“Anh dang néi dén chai rirou 6 gid 8 d6-la day!”

Cam gidc han hoan tran ngp cdi nhém nho nhé cua
chung t6i. Ching t6i chiic mitmg d6i ban tré va nang cdc
murng hanh phtic ctia ho.

Khi chiing t6i tam biét, moi nguoi di mot nga, Jerome,
Lisa va tdi cing nhau vé.

“Cau sap lay vo!” tdi reo 1én va vd vai hidn. “Ai ma
tuong trong duoc chia?!”

“Phai, t& sap 14y vo,” Jerome dap, chinh hin c6 vé
cung ngac nhién.

“Nhung c6 3y la dan nhdp co ma!” t5i nhic lai dung
cau ma trude day toi da nghe tir miéng hin.

“O, 6 biét chtr,” hin cudi khic khich va lic diu.
"Nhung c6 &y la nguoi t6t,” hdn nhic lai cing chinh ciu
ma ai d6 trede day da ndi, & mot noi khdng xa nha ga
Gare du Nod 0 Paris [2 may.

Vi mét tinh thdn phan chan, toi thong tha budc vé phia
xe minh. Ngay trudc khi ré trdi xudng con ngg, toi quay lai
nhin d6i tinh nhan tré dang chim rai bude xa dan.

“C6 gdi nhap cir va tén lap di mau me lam duoc rol,”
toi nghi. “Ai bao 13 mét ngudi Do Thai phi tdn gido va
- mot ngudi sung dao thi khéng thé hop nhau ch...”



Jerome — béc thay
cUa tri tué Do Thai

6t ndm da trdi qua k€ tir ngay Jerome va
Lisa tuyén b véi chiing tdi vé 18 cudi cha
B ho, mot ndm day 5p nhirng sur kién tha vi
va nhitng thay d6i trong cude séng ctia tat ca chiang tai.
Fabio, tuy ban ¢6 tin hay khong, dd mo thém mot
quan riegu nhoé 6 dudng Hanaviim, anh ta dat tén quéan
1a ‘Yiddishkeit” Café Ladino vin hoat dong binh
thudng; thure ra, nd da dan dan chuyén tir mét quan ca
phé nho thanh mét nha hang chuyén dm thue Do Thai -
Tay Ban Nha. Tham chi, cdc nha phé binh &m thyc coa
béo chi Jerusalem con ting cho quan hang bdn sao.

Hiém khi lim Café Ladino méi ddng cira, trong nhimg
dip dic biét. Tuy nhién, diéu dé da xay ra vao mét ngay
thir ba ndng nue gitta thang 7. Café Ladino duoc chon
Iam not td chitc dam cudi clla ndm, tiéc cudi cia Jerome
Zomer va tinh yéu ca cudc doi hén, Lisa Goldman.
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Ngay tir lac cdp déi quyét dinh két hén, da khong c6
nghi ngé gi vé noi 5 chirc dam cudi. Café Ladino 1 ngdi
nha thit hai cia Jerome, 1a ngudn cam hing ciia hén.
Chinh & noi d¢, hin d& kham ph4 nhimg phirong phap
ghi nhé ctia Schneiderman, hoc véi Hevrutah clia minh,
Itzik, cdu hon Lisa va tu tap véi nhitng ngurdi ban than
nhit. Ciing ching c6 gi phai nghi ngd vé& chuyén ai sé
duing ra cr hanh hén 1e. Thdy Dahari d3 rat han hanh va
vui mung dugc d6i ban tré moi lam ngudi chit tri thue
hién nhitng nghi thirc ctia bugi 1&.

200 khach moi, siee chira t8i da cua quan, da tdi du 1é
cudi. Joseph Hayim Schneiderman khong ¢é mat vi ngai
minh sé thdy khong thoai mai tai mét su kién ¢o6 ca dan
ong va phu nit. Nhung, cau da rat 6t bung khi gui tai
mét mén qua va nhitg 10 chic ming ndng nhiét nhat,

Toi rdt vui khi duoc gap lai Samuel, 6ng bac cha Lisa,
nguoi da cdt cong bay ti Bi v& dé dur ddm cwdi.

Fabio da chuan bi hé théng anh sang cuc ky dn tuong
lam cho quan ca phé trong gidng nhu mét phio dai thoi
Trung ¢6. Nhing vi khach duge chao dén boi mot ban
rthac dén tir Tzfat, ho mix nhac rat diéu nghé. D61 uyén
uong trong dep dén ngd ngang. Lisa mic mét chiée dam
tré’ing ma me cd may con Jerome mic vest véi 4o so mi
trang va ca vat. BO vest ca hin, that may khong tro
thanh nan nhan cua phong cach mau me thai qua
thuong ngay, nhlmg do van la mot b dd khong gidng ai
- né dwgc may bing vai mau tim twoi, chi mau tim,
khéng con mau gi khac ngoai mau tim. Nhan ngay dac



384 TRITUEDOTHA!

biét cta cudc doi minh, han cit ta cdi dédu xit cua han.
Mai téc ngidn lam hén trong co vé rat nghiém tuc. Tai thi
nghi ring phong cdch méi nay rat hop v6i han,

Phong dam cudi dugc cdng bén ngoai san. Viéc don
khéch kéo dai dén tdn quéa nira dém. Ai ciing thdy rét
vui vé va thoai mai.

Khich khita 1an lugt ra v€ hét. Nhitng nguoi phuc vy
quén bit dau don dep ban. Chi con lai vai ngudi, nhitng
ngudi ban than nhét cha Jerome nan lai. No né sau bita
tiéc, chung toi tip trung thanh mdt vong tron, Jerome
ngdi canh Lisa, chi€c 4o so mi han mdc wot dam mo hoi
vi nhay nhét, khiéu vii nhiéu qua.

T6i quang canh tay 1én vai hin va vo v6 vao déu han.
“Thé nay méi 1a ddm cudi cha!” toi tuyén bo. “Vui qual”

“Cam on cau.” Hin thd ra ning nhoc va lau mo6 héi
trén tran.

Trén chiéc ca vat cla Jerome, ngudi ta cé thé nhan
thdy nhiing chinh tri gia dudi hinh ddng ctia nhitng con
vit: Dick Cheney trong hinh mét chd gau, Ariel Sharon
c6 than hinh mét con rta, Clinton trong b dang cia
mdt con hirou cao 6 va George Bush Con voi cdi than
clia mot con rin. Sau d6, Jerome bd chiéc mi mau ta
trén dAu ra va cho ching t6i thdy hinh in trén do: hai
con tho, modt con mic vest va mdt con mic vay cudi,
dang khiéu vil v6i nhau trong hanh phuc.

“T¢ da dit cai nay riéng cho dam cudi ddy. Trén thé
gidi nay khong cé cai thir hai daw,” hin khoe. “M6t ngay
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nao do, dén e tod tré thanh cha caa Tong thong Israel,
td 58 ban né véi gia mot triéu dd-la.” Hén ndm 13y ban
tay cua Lisa.

“Cau nghi ai s& mua nd chiy?” t6i héi.

“Toi sé mua,” Samuel lén tiéng khi ong gia nha
8 2
vong tron caa ching t6i.

Jerome dung day va kéo thém mot chiéc ghé' nita,
“Bac ngoi di,” han chi vao chiéc ghé.

Samuel rit chiée tdu khoi miéng, cdm on Jerome va
ngdi xudng vdi chung tdi. “Y tong cuc hay day,” éng
ndi va chi vao bé trang phuc doc déo cta Jerome.

“D6 la mot sw cdi tién tich cire cho nhing thir quan 4o
nham chan,” Jerome mim cuoi véi nguoi 43 dua ciu
dén vdi bi quytt vé su sang tao clia ngurdi Do Thai.

“Vay sao cdu khoéng tiép thi chang di?” Samuel goi y.

Jerome gat dau va chi vao Itzik Ben-David. “Bac
Samuel, chau xin gidi thiéu véi béc, day 1a Itzik Ben-
David, d6i tac kinh doanh mdi ctia chdu va 12 nguoi chiu
trach nhigm vé& dong san pham gia-thanh lich méi.”

“Gia-thanh lich?” Samuel nhéc lai.

“Cac phu kién thoi trang thanh lich vdi nhiing néet
pha cach vui nhon,” Ttzik giai thich. “Dong san pham
nay huéng téi déi tuong la nhirng doanh nhin, cdng
dong ton gido va nhitng ngudi c6 dau dc cdi md véi cach
ti€p can doi séng lanh manh va cling cd mot vi tien kha
day nita.”
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“Samuel, bac biét d4y,” Jerome bat ddu sau khi udng
sach ly ruou va dit xudéng ban, “trong tat ca nhitng bi
quyét va kién thuc ma bac dé day, si anh huong cha bac
tdi cudc sdng ctia chau, c6 mot diéu chau sé biét on sudt
doi. D6 14, bac da nho chau lam nguoi dua thw”

Samuel gat dau hiéu y.

“Céi khoanh khic bac nho chau dwa chiéc phong bl
cho Lisa,” Jerome noi tiép, “bac di quyét dinh cudc doi
chau, Thit v tinh, tit nhién la viy roi, bac da cho chau
mon qua quy gia nhat trén thé gian nay.”

Samuel nhin ¢6 chau gai au yém, c6 vé ngac nhién.
Lisa, rd rang hiéu y nghia cia nét mat d6, lac dau. C6
mot diéu bi an nao do dang bao trum khong khi.

Lisa mo i xdch va 18y ra mét chiéce thiép nho. Co
nam chit tay Jerome mot 1an nita.

“Anh biét khong, 14n dau tién ching minh gap nhau o
thir vién truomg dai hoc 8y, trong chiéc phong bi ma bac
Jerome nh¢ anh dua cho em 1a cdi nay,” ¢6 noi véi chong.

Jerome cAm tdm thiép va nhin chdm chim vao 4o,
mit mé to. Miéng hin bong ha ra r6i hin quay sang
Samuel va Lisa day hoai nghi.

Lisa 18y lai tdm thiép tr tay Jerome va doc to cho tat
cd chiing tdi cling nghe. “Lisa than mén. Chau gép
Jerome nhé. Bac ¢ &n tuwong Ot v€ cau dy. Chuc chau
may man!”

Jerome vd ddu bikt tai, c8 gang hiéu chuyén vira duge
tiét 10,
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“Trong phong bi 1a cai nay sao?!” Hén kéu Ién.

“Cai d6, va 300 db-la nira,” Samuel cudi toe todt.
“Nhing, ta phai thit nhan ré’mg tam thiép maéi 1a muc
dich chinh.”

Jerome dua hai tay Ién ddu. Mt hin sang 1én. “Chau
cam dong qua,” hin nghen [o1. “Bac da dua chiu déh véi
mot trong nhitng nguoi thin yéu nhat trong cude déi bac,
va hoan toan o6 cht y!” Téi thiy nhimg giot nudc long
lanh dang &ng 4ng ding day trong mit hin. “Ma bac méi
chi gdp chau ¢ dang mét 1an!” Hin tiép tuc lic dau.
“Chua bao gid ¢ ai nhin chau nhu vay... nhin nhan chiu
nhue mét ngudi diang dé gidi thiéu cho nguoi than caa
minh.. mot nguoi thuwe s xing déang...” Han lép bap va
nude mit bat dau chay xudng miit.

Mac du 6 thé hanh déng thé 16 tinh cam cia hin mit
phén la do hdn di udng nhiéu nhung chiing tbi biét day
1a 161 khen dang gia nhat ma han timg nhén duoc.

“Va hai nguoi con khong hé ¢6 chung nén tang giso
duc hay phong céch song,” toi nhan xét.

“Of, cai dd diu ¢ quan trong gi,” Samuel tra 1oi.
“Chung c6 tink cach gidng nhau,” 6ng giai thich. “Trong
hoa hoc va tinh yéu, chéng €0 khoang cach nao la khong
vuot qua duge. Phong cach s6ng, nhu cdu, s& thich. .. tit
ca déu ching c6 nghia ly gi va dau can phai [a thién tai
méi nhan ra dugc nhimg pham chét cta Jerome.”

Jerome ditng ddy, di v& phia Samuel va 8m 14y éng
that chit. Samuel, ¢é vé hoi xiu ha, dap lai cai dm clia
Jerome day thau hiéu va yéu thuong,



388 TRITUEDOTHAI

“Co didu rat thu vi 13,7 toi noi vl Samuel, “sau khi
chiing ta chia tay nhau & Paris, Jerome da héi t6i la licu
tdi ¢6 giit lién lac véi éng khong.” Téi nhay mat véi
Jerome. “Toi nghi la cd.”

Khi tat ca da ling diu, Samuel ngdi thing 1én, rit mdt
hoi thudc va duira tay vé phia Jerome. “Ta nghi khong
thoi diém nao hoan hao hon liic nay d€ chia sé vdi chau
diéu quan trong nhat. C6 1& day chinh la bi an lén nhat
vé tri thong minh Do Thai.”

Jerome mim cuoi va lac dau. “Bac khong can phai ndi
dau. Chau biét ro6i.”

Chang t6i nhin Jerome cho dgi. Han noi ludn, khong
do du, “Gia dinh.”

Lan nay déh luot Samuel phai ngac nhién. “Chinh xac
ludn,” 6ng xac nhan. “Lam sao chau bidt?”

Jerome nga nguoi tea vao ghé'va bit chéo chan.

“BY3u tién, boi vi no rat phi hop véi hoan canh nay,
chdu di c6 cam giac 14 t6i nay bac mudn néi gi do voi
chdu. Vi thit hai, @6 don gian 1la mot thuc t& Tir ngay
chdu & bén Lisa, chau thay minh tién bd rit nhiéu. Viée
hoc tap khdng con 1a vin d€ gi qua kho khén nira, con
trong lam an kinh doanh, chau cam thdy tir tin hon vai

- nhitng quyét dinh minh duva ra.

“Khi nghi dén diéu ky diéu nay, chau da rat ra mot
két ludn ring do6 1a cOng chaa Lisa. Co ay la mot phan
trong cudc doi chau, c6 dy ludn ¢ bén canh chau, ung ho
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chdu, chédu khong bao gio don déc... tat ca nhimg diéu
nay c6 anh huong rat lon dén chau. Sau khi gap cd ay,
chiau da thay ddi cach tiép cén moi thit. Chédu nghiém
tuc hon, ¢é trich nhiém hon. Tham chi, chdu con suy
nght hiéu qua hon, chau cing khong biét giai thich didu
nay thé nao nita. Khéng phai vi ¢6 ay gitp chéu hoc hay
cho chdu nhiing 16i khuyén trong kinh doanh. Y chéu 13,
¢d dy ¢6 khuyén chau nhung déng gép thye su cta b dy
chinh la ¢6 &y ludn 6 bén chay, ting hd chdu v& mit tinh
cam. Chdu muén duoc trd v& ngodi nha tran ngap tinh
yéu. Trude day, chau chwa bao giv ¢6 cam xte nao nhu
thé.” Han nhin ¢6 déu xinh dep ciia minh, mat 14p lanh
tinh yéu. C6 gai cGi ddu, mé ung héng.

Bong nhién, toi nghi déh Yael, nguoi ban doi vo gia
ctia t6i trong sudt muoi hai ndm qua. Sau timg dé nim
18y nhau, nguoi ta coi mén qua dé la duong nhién ciing
la diéu tw nhién, dé hiéu; c6 mébt nguot ludn ung ho va
san sang hy sinh vi minh. D6 13 diéu ma Yael di lam cho
toi trong subt nhing ndm qua. Tat ca nhing 15i 1am,
nhitng quyét dinh t6i da dua ra, trong d6 c6 ca chuyén
b6 viGe trong khi chura hé c6 cdng viee méi, doc lap lam
vigc ma khdng biét triede tuong lai sé ra sao, nhitng
ngay, nhing gid cd 8y dé toi ngdi 0 quan ca phé va viét
ra cudn sach nay... Téi chot thay biét on cude séng, mot
cam gidc trwde day toi chwra ting trai qua. Nhimg cip
tinh nhén chia tay nhau va nhiing gia dinh tan vo...
May man nhit la nhitmg ngudi cé mot gia dinh than yéu
Iudn ung h$ minh.”
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“Cam on em rat nhiéu, em yéu,” tdi nghi, va tbi thé la
t0i & noi v6i ¢d Ay diu d6 khi vé dén nha.

Nhung, tdi lai chot nghi, v& nha ma t6i n6i nhw thé, kiéu
gl co iy cling tdn dung co hdi d€ bao téi tir gio phai rira bat,
quét nhd, 46 rac, dua bon tré di hoc cho ma xem...

“Cé nhimg diéu ching to gia dinh va mai nha gop
phan vio su phat trién tri tué con nguoi,” Samuel bét
dau. “Khi ta cé sir ing ho, khich 1é d€ thanh cong, long
can dam ctia ta sé bién thanh mét thit tén lfra, pha tan
moi nguyén tic vé trong luc va nhitng gioi han. Mot
nguoi sdng don doc sé khong thé trd nén théng thai
gidng nhu mot ngudi ludn c6 nguodi v bén canh dong
vién,” Samuel giai thich va bd sung thém ludn, “véi phu
nir ciing vdy théi. Mot ngudi phu nit ma mudn hoc dai
hoc hay ¢& ging [dy mét bang cdp, chitng chi chuyén
moén nao dé sé thay khé khin hon nhiéu néu khong c6
sut khich 1é ctia chong minh.” Ong két thuc bai phét biéu
nho nhé va nhin quanh tim d6 uéng.

Jerome gat dau tan thanh va gio tay lén troi.

“C6 ai mudh udng ruou khéng?” han héi.

7T61,” Samuel néi.

Itamar nhay mat véi toi, ra hidu 1a dén lnc chung toi

trao cho Jerome mén qua dic biét di duoc chuan bi
riéng cho dip nay.

“Jerome 3,” tdi dimg 1én, 1y mot gbi nhd trong tii do ra,
“bon t& ¢6 mdt mon qua nho cho cdu.” Toi dua cho han.
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Jerome mo chiéc phong bi ra va thdy mé&t cudn sach
nho budc ruy bing vang 1ap lanh.

“Jerome - Bic thay tri tué Do Thai,” hin doc to tira
dé ¢ trang ngoai cling va mim cudi. R8i han mé 16p gidy
boc va doc tiép nhitmg nét chir viét tay rat dep, “Nhiing
nguyén tic cla tri tué Do That.” Hén 14t qua cac trang va
bong nhién thét 1én kinh ngac. Trén mét chiéc khin gidy
mau trang nhau nat, vin con dinh nguyén vét ca pheé la
nét chit cha t6i:

Nguyén tac cita tri twong tugng:

Mgt diéu tudng chirng phi 1y c6 the tré nén co Iy véi
st trg gidp cia tri twdng tegng sing tao.

Hiy tudng twgng ra mot thuc t€ khéc, gat ra ngoai
tit ca nhitng y niém su vé logic va tinh kha thi, hay
nhan thirc nhitng diéu bét kha thi bing nhirng phuong
thitc kha thi.

“Déy chinh la cai khin giay nguyén ban do ha?” hin
hoi, mat {ap lanh.

“Chinh né day,” t6i xac nhan.

Han nhe nhang vust ve chidc khan gidy bang ddi ban
tay minh, nhur kiéu mét ngudi vira mdi tim thay mot ky
~vat clia qué khar. Trong tam trang hdo hitc, hin 13t dén
trang tiép theo va phat hién ra mdt t& gidy ctia khéch san
Saint Paul, da hoi rach, véi nhiing dong chis:
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Nguyén tic cia nguoi sdng sot

Théi quen vi cam gidc thoai mai 1am moi thi bién
dang. Hiy tiép tuc lang thang, ca vé thé xac va tinh
than, dé trai nghiém nhitng diéu madi me.

Ditng bao gi¢ dé minh cam thay hai long, théa méan
hay dat dén d¢ thoai mai va ddm bao vé ti chinh!

“Chie chin ciu khong thé noi 1a sudt hai ndm qua, to
chi diéng yén mot chd duoc... ca vé thé xac va tinh
than,” hin gat d4u, hai long voi diém nay va lat qua
trang ti€p theo.

Nguyén tac cha s hi€u biét

Pé hoc tip mai mii, hiy dua ra nhitng cau hoi va
khoéng bao giv dwge coi bat cir diéu gi la chuyén
hién nhién.

“Diang véy,” han mim cuoi. “Té nho cude gdp hom
do, o Café Terrace... A, Paris...”

Nguyén tic vé viée ning cip

Ching viéc gi phii phat minh ra mét loai banh xe
khac. Tt hon hét 1a dung cdi dd <6 san nhung
theo cich phit hgp nhit véi nhitng nhu cau cua
riéeng minh. '

Nguyén tac vé ngudn cam hing

Hay ty tim cho minh mgt hinh miu dé bit chudrc,
budc nhitng budc chia ngudi dé (nhung khong phai
hoan toan mit quang) va trén con dwong di, hiy thém
vao nhitng cdi tién, sang tao ctia ban than.
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“Cau viét nhitng thu nay lic nao?” hin ban khoan.
“Td nhd 1a bon minh néi vé van dé nay trong Juc di bo
trén duong ma?”

Hin lai 1at trang tiép theo ma ching cho cu tra 1di.
MOt trang tuira € nita lai dap vao mét hdn. Trén d6 ¢6 ghi:

Bi quyét vé tri nhé ky diéu clia Jerome - 15 goi y va
phuong phép cta ngwdi Do Thai d€ phat trién mot tri
nho siéu viét

Hin cudi to thanh tiéng va lat tiép. Muoi 1am didém
quan trong ma Jerome da hoc dugc trong sudt hai nim
qua dugc tom tat va liét ké trong hai trang giay.

1. Phai ¢6 niém tin vao tri nhé ciia minh va dwa
vao tri nhé dé.
Hin doc diém dau tién. “Té o thé thiy la cdu da
ghi lai moi thit r6i.” Hin mim cuoi hidu v.

2. Hay viét r6 rang, dé doc bing muc den trén nén
gidy trang,

3. Hay hogc cing mét Hevrutah, néi to trong khi
hoc va ndi ¢6 ngir diéu.

4. Hay hoc trong lic tan b hoic dung duwa nguoi,
va hoc trong tam trang vui vé.

5. Hay hoc ¢ mét noi cho ban ngudn cam hitng,
trai tim ban phai mudn ¢é mat ¢ noi do.

6. Hiy tranh xa nhitng diéu phién todi, ching chi
lam phén tin sy chit y cia ban ma théi.
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7.

10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

Hay ap dung nhitng phwong phap lam tang kha
nang tip trung: mot 10 ciu nguyén, mjt bai hat
hay bat cit diéu gi cho ban ddng co hoc tip.

Hay bit diu bang mét thit gi d6 dé théi nhung
phai tha vi.

Tha hoc hai tiéng trong khi ning lugng doi dao
con hon 12 nim tiéng ma co thé mét moi.

Khi hoc, hay lwot cung vai con song cua tai liéu
hoc tap. Khi ning lirgng da can, hay nghi giai
lao va @& cho dau 6c thanh thoi hoan toan.

Hiy tom tit nhitng khai niém, y chinh bing
nhitng tir chit dao c6 thé gitp khoi dong tri nhé
cita ban sau nay.

Hiy tao ra modt chudi cac tir chit dao bang mét
ciu chuyén lién tudng,.

Haiy sap xép cac thong tin mdt cach logic - theo
nhém va theo thit tw thoi gian, v.v...

Hiy st dung nhitng tir viét tat, nhiing biéu
twegng d6i 13p va biéu twgng song song.

Ludn ludén nhac lai va 6n luyén thuong xuyén.

“Wow!” Jerome gip cudn sach nho nho lai va nhe

nhang vb v6 vao nd. “Modt mon qua mdi tuyét voi lam

sao! Tat ca nhitng chiéc khin gidy va manh gidy nguyén
ban. That khong thé tin duoc!”

“Xin 16i, t&i hoi t&6 md mot chit,” Samuel 1én tiéng.

Tinh hinh vu ca cuoc clia cac cadu thé nao rdi? Néu t6i
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nhé khong nhdm thi Jerome phai ¢6 bang tién si va kiém
duoc 50 triéu dé-la nho nhitng phuong phap ctia nguai
Do Thai trong vong ba nam, dang khéng?”

Jerome cuwoi va nhin sang Itamar, ngudi khoi xuwdng
VU Ca Ccuoc.

“A,” hin hing giong va ngdi théng lai. “Thit nhat,
chau méi hge xong churong trinh cir nhin thoi, sip téi
chau sé hoc tiép cao hoc dé 14y bang thac si. 58 con lau
nita chdu mdi sin sang d€ ¢d gang vuon téi bing tiéh si.
Bay gi0, chau da cd thé hoc duge nhiéu hon rat nhiéu
trong thoi gian ngén hon rat nhidu. T4t ca 1a nho nhitng
phuong phap hoc tap va ghi nhé ma chdu da hoc duge
tir thdy Dahari va Joseph Hayim Schneiderman. Va chau
cling rdt biét on vi da cd thé thye hanh nhitg phuong
phap nay véi s gitp d& clia mot Hevrutah tuyét voi”
Hin chi vao Itzik.

“Ngoai phan Nhap mén Kinh t& hoc ma chau truot
mit mot bai thi, con lai chau da qua hét, thim chi c6
nhitng mon diém con cao chédt vot niva. Piém trung binh
cua chau [3 3,5.” Han git dau. “Con Itzik 1a 3,48.”

“That ha? Gidi qua nhi!” Samuel thét 1én.

“Thir hai,” Jerome tiép tuc, “vu cd cugc nho nho mdéi
- chi qua c6 hai ndm théi. C6 nghia la chau van con ca mot
nam nita dé kiém nét 30 triéu dd-la con lai” Hin im
ldng va liéc nhin chdng téi.

Chung t6i cling im lang, siing so.
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“Boi da. Y cau dinh néi 1a ciu da kiém dwoc 20 triéu
dé-la trong hai ndm qua sao?” Itamar lén tiéng thay cho
tat ca ching toi.

Jerome ngdi im v6i khudén mat rang ngoi niém vui
chién thing. Mit hian nhin lan lugt tir ngwdi ndy sang
nguoi khac va dung lai & d6i tdc moi cta minh, Itzik.
“Cau nghi sao ha, Itzik? Ta ¢ nén cho ho biét khong?”

Itzik nhin ching tdi va sau mét hoi im lang ¢6'y rdt
kich, cdu ta mim cudi va ndi, “Mei nguoi c6 thuc sw
nghi rang cau &y da ki€ém duoc 20 triéu do-la rdi ma van
mudn c6 ddi tac khong? Cau dy can doi tac lam gi néu
moi chuyén dién ra sudn sé dén vay chir?”

Con s8 d0 thue su nghe co6 ve hoi phéng dai qua.

“Vay d6,” Itzik noi tiép. “Cau &y kéo toi vao boi vi
cdu &y mudn gia ting sitc manh cho céng ty. Bot vi moi
chuyén dang dién ra cire ky sudn sé. Va boi vi dang la
chung t6i da gan dat dugc dén con s§ do,” Itzik tiét 1o
khién ai ndy déu kinh ngac.

“Chua dang gitp bon t3,” Jerome thét 1én. “Doanh
thu tai My dang & muc rat cao, nhung bon to van than
trong va ¢8 géng cai tién hon nita d& dam bao ring day
sé khong chi la sw phat trién nhat thoi...”

Hin khong chiu noéi xem cong ty dang ¢ giai doan
nao, mdt dau hiéu nita cho thdy hin dang rit nghiém
tic, nhung thiee t& rang hin da tro thanh mot thanh vién
clia héi nhimg triéu phut khién ching t6i kinh ngac, nhit
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la d6i voi nhitng nguoi lam céng 4n leong trong s6
chiing toi.
Samuel rat vui dugc nghe vé€ thanh cdng ctia Jerome,

nhung vai tie cach 1a mét doanh nhan thanh dat, ong
khéng bi dn tirong may boi con s6 do.

“Chau cd bict trong tat ca nhing diéu nay, didu gi
khién ta &n tuong nhat khéng?” dng hoi ngudi ba con
moi cua minh. “Khéng phai doanh thu kinh doanh,
cing khdng phai diém s trung binh cua ciu.” Ong
nhdp mdt ngum rueou niva. “Pidu lam ta thdy an tugng
nhdt la cdu da thir mdt cdch tép can méi.”

“Vai nam truée, toi c6 hen vdi mot cong ty,” ong ké.
“(Y tién sanh toa nha, trén twong cd viét moét cdu ma tai
rét thich, thich déh ndi tir d6 t61 da dung né lam khau
hiéu ctia riéng minh. ‘Dirng d€ con nguai bén trong ban
cn tré con ngwdi ma ban mudn tré thanh.”

Itamar gat dau tan thanh. “Ddé 1a mét ciu néi day
strc manh.”

“Noi cach khac,” Samuel bd sung, “ching ta khéng
duoc dé thai d6 phé binh cua chting ta lam anh huong
dén minh va can tré chung ta co GANG,” dng
nhan manh.

“Chédu, mic du la mét ngudi ludn thd o, ddi lic con
s¢ dao Do Thai, con nhitng méi hoai nghi, nhirng chau
da khong ngai tha, khéng ngai 8 géng! Va vi thé ta rat

rﬂ‘

ngudng mo chau
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Jerome git dau vdi Samuel. “Cam on bac,” han ndj,
giong that Am ap.

Mot 1an nita, sy im ling lai bao trim chung toi.
Jerome la nguoi phé tan sy im ling 6 bang mét diéu
ngac nhién ctia chinh han.

“T& phai thi nhan & t¢ da mua mét ban Talmud vé
va da doc luét qua roi,” han tiét 16.

“Ludt qua ha?” tdi nhic lai.

“U,” hin cuoi toe toét. “Td khong doc ki chd nao
nhung chi ¢in doc qua cling du dé t¢ nhan ra mét diéu
ma chua 6 gido vién nao day cho t6... D€ 6 duoc sur
séng sudt, tri thong minh va nhiing kj ning phat trién
mot tri nhé phi thuong thi viéc sit dung nhitng phirong
phap ctia nguoi Do Thai chi 1a thit yéu. Ching khong du
dé bién mdt nguoi thanh thong minh hay sdng sudt.
Difu quan trong la phai sir dung su sang subt d6 dé
phuc vu 1¢i ich clia nhimg nguodi xung quanh ta. D6 mdi
1a diéu quan trong! Khong phai chi s6 IQ cua ta, khong
phai sic dep cta ta, khong phai sd tién ta co... Khong 6
gl quan trong voi Chita hon kha nang cho di va hy sinh
vi nguoi khac caa ban!”

Sau hai ndm hoc hanh, dudng nhu Jerome da tim
thay sw that, tim thay ly tuong séng cia minh.

“Chtng ta phai két thic viéc huin luyén va trd ca
curgc nay tai day thoi,” toi nodi vai Itamar. “Bay gio cau
ta da thong minh hon réi”
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“Ta to mo mot chuyén,” Samuel néi, khudn mit 16 vé
hai Iong, “sau cudc ‘hudn luyén,” nhur Eran ndi, cau cé
thdy minh gin v6i dao Do Thai hon chit nao khéng?”

Jerome cui xudng, nghi mét lat rdi ngang dau 1én.
“Dao Do Thai la mdt ton gido rat sang sudt va thu vi,
diéu d6 khéng c6 gi phai nghi ngo... nhung ciing con ¢
nhitng ton gido khac. Quan trong hon viée liéu diéu nay
6 dura chdu dén gan dao Do Théi hon khéng, d6 1a cude
huan luyén nay di dwa chau dén gin ngudi Do Thai
hon,” hén tha nhan. “Né dwa chdu dén gin hon véi
nhiing con ngudi chau chura tung gap gd, thiy Dahari va
Joseph Hayim Schneiderman. Néu trong nhitng hoan
canh khéc, ¢6 thé chau sé khéng bao gio biét dén thé gidi
cua ho, cling chéng bao gio biét r:";ing ho tuyét voi dén
nhuong nao. Chau nghi, diéu dé quan trong hon nhiéu.
Va quan trong nhat 13...” Han quang tay 6m 1ay vg. “Né
dua chiu dén gan hon voi mét ngurdi phu nir Do Thai
déc biét!”

Fabio dung chiéc ghé cudi cung 1én, kiém tra xem tat
ca nhitng & cira s6, clra ra vao da khoa hét chira va tit
den trong quan.

Jerome va Lisa da bit dau cudc song mai cuia hg, véi
tw cach la hai vo chong. T4t ca moi nguoi déu da ra vé.
Fabio va t6i ngoi trudce cira quan, mat d6i mat, mét moi
nhung hai long. Mot dém tuyét diéu da troi qua.

“By gid th& nao day?” anh ta hoi. “Anh da thu thap
xong hét cac bi &n vé trf tué cla ngudi Do Thai chwa? Sé
c6 mot cudn sach vé tat ca nhitng diéu nay chu?”



400 TRi TUE DO THAI

»Q... nhiing gi chiing ta kham pha duoc méi chi la
phan ndi cua tang bang thod,” toi tra loi. “Nhung bay gig,
ta aif lam nhimg gi ta ¢d trurde da.”

“Mién la sach dimg c6 dit qua,” anh ta dé nghi.

”Sao lai thé?”

“V1 toi sé khéng thdy thoai mai khi bao ai ting cho
mét cubn sach dat qua dau.”

Mt troi da nhd 18n, mot ngay mdi da bdt ddu ¢
Jerusalem. Mit troi hit nhitng tia nang ddu tién xudng
thanh phd. Tdi quyét dinh ra ngoai di bé mot chat va tan
huwong khong khi mat meé ctia budi sang khi srong dém
vin cdon vuong lai. Sing hém d¢, trong ddu tdi bong
vang 1én mot khic hat rdt noi tiéng cua nguoi Israel,
“Sang som thitc day, ta bong thdy minh nhw mét dan tdc,
bat ddu budce di.” T6i Iam nhdm hat.

Luc d9, toi that sy thdy minh nhu ¢ mdt dan toc vay.
Co 1é boi vi cudn sach ma toi vira viét xong. C6 18 boi vi
nhitng con nguoi tuyét voi da o bén toi dém qua. To1 cor
di tiép, nhitng budc nhe nhang, ving chic, o di, c tién
1én, cho dén khi nhimg budc chan dan tdi trod v€ ngdi
nha than yéu cia minh...
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NEu ban hoc tap hay lam vide rét chidm chi, tai tinh va nhanh nhen nhung van khing cé két
qua, ban phai lam cdch nao? Hay tim doc nhitng cudn sach gidp rén luyén va ndng cao kj nang
tu duy d€ hoc tap/ 1am viéc hidu qua ma Alpha Books d3 xuat ban.

Xin trén trong gidi thidu téi cac ban Td sdch Tur duy clla Alpha Books:

8

9.

- Cudanh thic tinh tri sdng tao, tic gid: Roger Von Oech, 56 trang: 284, gia bia: 49.000 d

Ban théng minh han ban nghi, tic gid: Thomas Amstrong, 6 trang: 261, gid bia; 49.000 d

- Mot tu duy hoan toan mdi, tacgia: Daniel H. Pink, s5 trang: 328, gié bia: 64.000 d

7 loai hinh théng minh, téc gid: Thomas Amstrang, s6 trang: 332, gid hia: 54.000 ¢

- Dt pha sdcsang tao, tic gid: Michael Michalko, 56 trang; 472, gid bia; 79.000 ¢

Lap ban 3 tw duy, tac gia: Tony Buzan, 6 trang: 120, gid bia: 24.000 &
Tur duy nh Einstein, téc gid: Scott Thorpe, 56 trang: 236, gid bia: 64.000 ¢
u duy nhu Leonarde Da Vingi, tic gia: Michael J. Gelb, s6 trang: 310, yid bia: 79.000 ¢

Ban d8 tu duy trong cong viéc, tac gid: Tony Buzan, s§ trang;: 252, gia bia; 45.000 4

10. NLP ﬁ; iap trinh cho tu duy cia ban, tac gia: Steve Andreas, 6 trang: 422, gid bia: 79.000 &

11. Kham pha thién tai trong ban, tic gid: Michael ). Gelb, 54 trang: 263, gid bia: 69.000 §
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NHA XUAT BAN TRI THUC
53 Nguyén Du - Ha Nbi
Dién thoai: (84-4) 3945 4661 - Fax: (84-4) 3945 4660

Chiu trach nhiém xut ban: CHU HAO
Bién tip: TRUONG BUC HUNG
Trinh bay: NGO THI LY
Thiét k&' bia: TRAN VAN PHUQNG
Stra ban in: TRAN THI KHUYEN

In 2.000 ban, khé 13 x 20.5 cm tai Cong ty CP in Thuong Mai - PRIMA
S& dang ky ké hoach xuét ban 852-2009/CXB/03-32/TrT
Quyét dinh xuat ban s& 63/QLXB-NXB TrT, cdp ngay 29-09-2009.
In xong va ndp luu chidu quy 11-2010







ERAN KAI

NGUOI LAP

KY LUC GUINNESS

VE KHA NANG

NHG DUOC MOT DAY SO
€0 500 CHU SO,

SAU KHI NGHE

CHIMOT LAN

Tri tué do théi

938037'?46098 p

Gié: 79.0004

Ban ¢6 mudn biét: Ngudi Do Thai sang tao ra cdi gi va ngudn
géc tri tué cda ho xuat phat tir dau khéng? Cudn sach nay sé
dan hé 16 nhimng bi &n vé su théng théi cia ngudi Do Thai, cda
mot dan toc théng tué vaéi nhiing phuong phap va ky thuat
phét trién tang I6p tri thirc da dugc gilr kin hang nghln nam
nhu mét bi mat mang tinh van hoa.

Trong qué khu, va tham chi ca ngay nay nita, ngudi Do Thai
luén dugc gén vdi phdm chat vé chat xam va tri tué. Thuat ngl
“Bé 6c Do Thai, dung dé chi mét ngudi nao dé that théng thai,
da trd thanh cum tir dugc sif dung bdi ca nhiing ngudi Do Thai
va ngudi khéng theo dao Do Thai.

6 théi Trung dai, 17,6% trong s6 nhiing nha khoa hoc hang
dau la ngudi Do Thai; va & thai do, ho chi chiém 1,0% dén s6 néi
chung. N6i cach khac, sé nha khoa hoc ngudi Do Théi nhiéu
gdp 18 lan con s6 ngudi ta thudng nghi dén. Hién nay, 1/3 sé
triéu pha My |a ngudi Do Théi. 20% s6 gido su tai cac trudng dai
hoc hang dau ctia My 13 ngudi Do Thai.

Khéng con nghi ngd gi nira, Do Thai ¢6 1€ 1a dan tdc giau cé
nhdt trén thé gidi néu tinh dén tai ndng. Nhimng cdi tén Do Thai
¢6 tdm anh hudng dén toan nhan loai luén ndm trén dau cac
danh sach & hau hét moi linh vyc: tu tudng, chinh trj, van hoc
am nhac c6 dién, giai tri, cong nghiép dién anh va kinh doanh.

Va day 13 diéu cuc ky dac biét: “Ngudi Do Théi c6 mét tri tudng
tugng dic biét. Ho phat trién khai niém vé Chua véi hinh thic
thuc tai. Ho c6 kiéu Chuaa khac. Téi mudn néi véi cac ban ring
ho da tao ra Chua. Moi thi bat nguén tur dé”

KHONG GIAN SACH QUAN TR] KINH DOANH
1648 D4 Chin, Ba Dinh, Hb NGi

DS ga W= Tel: 84-4.3 722 6236 | Fax: 844, 3722 6237
Dt mua sach: ialphabooks. vn
YM: bizSPACE.hanoi
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